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Minutes of the HSE Directorate meeting 

Friday 23rd August, 2013  

 
Members present: T. O’Brien (Chairman), S. Mulvany, J. Hennessy, S. O’Keeffe 

and T. Byrne. 
 
Apologies: L. McGuinness, I. Carter, and P. Healy 
 
In attendance  D. Purcell Secretary (by teleconference) 
 
Time & Location: Dr. Steevens’ Hospital at 4pm 
 
 
Item Discussion / Comments Action 
   
1 Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013  
  

J Hennessy briefed members on the correspondence and briefing 
material circulated prior to the meeting concerning the determination 
of a reference price for the product Atorvastatin under the Health 
(Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.   
 
He confirmed that following publication of the first interchangeable 
group (Atorvastatin) by the Irish Medicines Board in August 2013, 
the HSE is obliged to determine a reference price in compliance with 
the above new legislation.  He confirmed that the HSE had 
completed a national/international price comparison with other EU 
countries and had also engaged with the existing suppliers of 
generic medicines as obliged under the APMI agreement.   
 
He informed the Directorate of the decision to set a reference price 
for Atorvastatin at 70% below the May 2013 price and that the matter 
would now proceed to formal consultation with suppliers and 
notification of pharmacies in accordance with the legislation.  The 
HSE medicines management programme and the Department of 
Health have indicated agreement with the reference price proposal. 
Setting the price at this level will provide an estimated €25m savings 
in drug costs annually. 
 
Following discussion of the competing issues considered in arriving 
at the decision and the level of risks involved in setting the reference 
price, the Directorate noted the decision and that the facility exists to 
have the matter reviewed in three months.   
 
J. Hennessy to follow up with Communications in relation to the 
preparation of a Press Statement and spokesperson, should this be 
required. 

 

 
The meeting concluded at 4.25 pm. 
 
Signed:     Date: 
 
____________________________  ____________________ 
Tony O’Brien 
Chairman 
 


