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analysis. Here, there would be comparisans of the costs of providing
services in different forms, in order to arrive an a certain level of benefit. In
the specilic case of day hospitals, outcomes would need to be compared
with those under the neacest alternatives, such as day centres, intensive
provision of domiciliary care together with visits to out-patient
departments.

Another group of questions concerns the relationship between the
quantity and quality of care and the availability of facilities. Both in the
casc of the institutions and in the casc of the community sample, there
were a number of indications from this study that the differential
availability of facilities was a key determinant ol differences in levels of
service across different forms of care. This was the case, for instance, with
paramedical services in instirutions, and also with the community care
services that are provided through the Health Boards,

This study has estimated dependency levels at a point in time and
could not estiimate the way in which dependency can change over a period
al time. One particular point ag which this issue comes up is in relation o
the impact of admission policy on the dependency prolile of the patients,
Some hospitals have changed their policy over time. In carlier vears, litile
or no assessment was used and one would expect that many of those
admiued then would have been hospiralised for social reasons. In recent
years these hosplials have put more emphasis on assessment. Yet those
patients who were admimed for social reasons in earlier years could have
become progressively more instinutionalised, and more dependent, over
time. This rype of issuc can only be examined by following a group of
patients over time, that is by a longitudinal swudy,

A similar issue arises in relation w the implications of an active
discharge policy, raised above when considering patient turnover, More
information is required on the long: term health implications of a quick
return for elderly people 1o the communiry,

Finally, the question has been raised above aboul the possible
diiculties of picking up all the acute episodes that arise for those patients
in long-stay institutions. There is a gap in knowledge here about how acute
units imeract with geriatric care units, and about the cost implications.
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