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A ."~1Dg ot the HaUcm.al Seal th Council took plaae in the Cone.reoo 
Rooa, Cu8toa Roue., at 2.15 p ••• OD Frida,. 19 Moy.ber 1976. 

PH_eat at the ••• tiDe were, 

Mr. J. O'HanrahaD., Cha1ra.n 
Mr. J. lloGuire, Vlo...cb&1l'11Ul 
Mi •• A. Bolmd 
Dr. J. G. Coon.,. 
Dr. H. V. Coanol11 
Dr. Ke J. »Jar 
IIr. T. r. S .... tt 
Mr. J. Me Billary 
IU.u 1:. X_ •• 
1Ir. P. J(ODIloclr 

Jilr. V. A. L7Dol1 
Dr. 11. HODrJ lIoEnUcart 
1Ir. V. II&ch1ll1 
Dr. D. )(oGratb. 
1Ir. 11. 10&1'1 
Dr. I. S. 11. O'Brieo .... orm 
Mr. E. S. 0 CaoiJlh 
1Ir. T. C. J. O'Connell 
1Ir. L. P. Polly 
Dr. H. Rartery 
IIr. L. Shalloe 
Mr. J. P. Sh ... loy 

Apoloci_ tor inability to attend .ere reoelTed. rro.; Dr. OeTliD. 
Dr. Dalmel17. Dr. d. CCNrC7-wb •• ler, Kr. 0' •• 111, Dr. larrelly, 
Mr. Meh1pzl, Kr. S&nge md Proteeeor O. COIl.OT Ward. 

I!I!iU'lES or !!!l!"UIIG or 22 OCTOBE!\ 1976 

Pr. K. Bsa JloEBtyart said that the tint paragraph, fitth .entence, 
pace t 1 ot the mnut_. needed to be _eoded .. the Bill introduced 
by Ss.tor Mary RobiDaon had. preceded. the GO'ftrDaent t •• tt_pt to 
introduoe legialatlca to oontrol the sale of oODtraoepti...... It wu 
agreed. that the .!nut.. should be _mded. to read .. tollows: 

.,-he Bill introduced. in the s ... t. bY' Scator Aart Robin.on vu 
atill .. ~ting a .8Oood reading two rear. att.r ita introduction. 
'!b. OoftrDa_t bad. aoftd. in the aeanti •• to introduoe legialaUoo. 
to oODtl'Ol the .&le ot ocatrao'pt1 Tea but thill had. fuled." 

1Ir. g'eN.ll pointed out that he ha4 left the a •• ting before 
Dr. BeDl'7 lIaBDtagart ' a rNolut1CID vu 418oueeecl. It vu -creed that 
th. ainut .. be aaaclecl to "cord. thi. fact. 

Thtre bt1Dc no turther .""enta, the al.nut .. of the aeet1ag vere 
approYed. aDd. .iped.. 
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~TE1!S .lJlISI1IG lROII THE III!IUTES 

10 utters .. ere ra1.ed a.r1eing troa the moutea. 

There ... no correepODdeoce. 

!!EGIORM !!OSPITM BOARDS - REP9Rr OF SUB-OOIIIII'l'fl!E 

th. Ch!1rMR rea1nded the _.bers that the matter had been dillCWIsed. 
at aoa. l.,..th at the prrrioWl ."ting. It had been brougbt forward. 
to the pr_ant _"ting beoauee _.bere Wished to ha.,., aore tiJ_ to 
.tudy the report ot the Sub-Commi tt ••• 

On • point of inContation, Mr. 0 Caoiah said that the discusaion dooument 
on the hoepltal •• rnoes in the Dublin are. which had been sent to the 
Eutarn Health Board. by the Minister for Health had been discussed by 
the Board at it. last ••• ting. A Working Part7 bad been .et up to 
study 1 t and to report back to the Board. at it. n.axt .eeting. 

J(r. SM.ett r_arked that the Sub-Comm1 ttee propoaale in (aTOur ot 
eat-bUshing a national body to co-ordinate hoapi tal 'enioH had been 
criticised at the Council's last me.ting because ot the probable cost 
of apl_enting th_. He wondered if it ware the view of m_bers that a 
co-ordinating body should not be set up. 

The Ch!,!'J\Wl. said there were a number ot options open to them regardlnc 
the R.H.Ba. The Su~Committee had ooao to the oonolusion that the 
Boards ehould be aboliehed and that a national body should be eet up 
to deal with matters not oatered tor by Comhairle na nOapid&al. It 
vas nOlI' up to the Council to deoide whether they should endorse the 
reoo.aeDdation that the R.H.Ba should be discontinued. in their preaent 
tora. It' that w .. the Tift taken, 1 t would then be neoessary to decide 
whether they ehould be replaced by aORe other body or abolished 
altogether IIIld their functions &8sisned to other aJiat1n& agencies. 

Mr. )laGuira falt that a proposal to set up another cosUy body would 
not ... t with auch enthusiasm in the preeent stata ot the acouolQ'. He 
pel'1lODally would pretar to see any spare money put back into the servioes. 

The Ch!d£IIA thoUBht that the satting up ot the proposed naw body might 
be worthwhila it a aari.Dg could be achieved in the hoepital area which 
accounted for 7<$ of tho total health bud&ot. 

Hr. M,ciyi,lly reoalled that du.r1ng hie time aa a Coun011 ••• ber there had 
bee ooutmt ori t101 .. ot the number of health aceociea in exiateae ad 
ot the ooat ot rUM1ng th_. The pr.act propOllu would .ean .etting 
up 7et another "-07 OD a national b .. ls and no doubt 1 t would prove 
TflJ:7 OO8t13. It eatabl1sh.t there would than ba a sltuation where the 
lI1D1ator ... 4 hill Dopartaent woul4 deal With nat1011al poUcy while tho 
C_rlo dealt With hoapital appointaODto ..,d thi ..... bod;r would 
deal ri th _pi tal •• nio .. 111 genoral. Ho w .. totall.7 oppoeod to ouoh 
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• aO't'e aDd DOt 801el,. tor reuoDS ot • I , . 1& hi. Tin the l.s .Ba 
should. b. aboliahed and not replaced. fttIIr .... 1 ..... r h • .,.. beeD 
_tabU.bed. He -.,reed that 80.' arrcg. 77' -.lA \le ...... UJ to 
o.tor tor tho .. lUlltar"Y hoopltala, partlaulU'~ la __ :ua or .. . 
.l .0/1' out 111Ft b. to 111" tho YolUlltar"Y hoe" .. _ ..., ...... taU ... 
cm health _, nth r_prooal ... pr .... t.u .. hca _ health b_ 
OD the Y01Wltar"Y hoopUal board.l. .l YOluntar"Y hoopUal _ .oo bo1D& 
•• tablianed iD Cork ¥hiGh would ha.,.e direct r.,r .. ~t.t1.. tro. the 
Southem Real tb. Board. 

Dr. O'Bpi!l!oforfll acreoel w1 th 1Ir. KoErtlly that the a.R.Be, oo prooctly 
OOIWt1tuted.. lIhould b. _boll.hed. How .... er he 8Upported the Sub-C~tt •• •• 
propooal oo he telt that. n.Uonal bod.T .oo _oeI to oo-ord1Dato and 
ratlOD&11 •• hospital .'rTiCla, 

IIr. K!!G1!l.n tolt that tho tia. had .... to talto • 1_ hard 10011: .t tho 
health board struoture as • whole to ••• it it .... 'rYiDB 1t. purpoee. 
ne bel.1eTed that the lyet ... u UDllui table to the Irim. •• tt1Dc I:I1d the 
IUDiater should be ult.:l to eDll1De 1t .... attar ot urcen07. 

ID HplJ to Mp! Bolg4 , the Chairep said that the lI1A1atar hid recentl, 
aamouDoecl hi. intCtiOll to oarlT out • review ot tU health adw1D1 atration 
structure. It had not ,.t OOlla_Oed. 

Or, O'Bri!D-Il0l"!Zl said that while hospital .Irno .. ai&ht be reuonablJ' 
•• tietactol"T iD. the DubllA and Cork areas, thi. w.. not the case 
t.b.rouchout the ecnmtrJ. There wu great need tor r.atlonali.atian. 

Dr, Dxar ar,ued that while hospital .erT1oee aooouDted tor a oonsiderable 
proportion of the health budcet, tb1s a1tuatioa. w .. oreat~ by probl_ 
ori.p.n&t1D.g outsid. the hoepi tal area, auob as a1oohoU .. , brokea hoa .. , 
battered rtvea and. other .001&1 oiroua.tmo .. wMoh oula1nated 1.n 
de.s be1Dc ud.a iD the hoepl tal are •• 

Th. Cht1m!p telt that the health .arrioe. as • wbole would. need to be 
e:u.iAecl. The oo.t ot the gaDeraJ. praot1 t101lU' .erri.oe w .. very high 
&Dd _U ... annually. It IIl.ght ult1aatoly omooel the ooat ot 
b08p1 tal .enio ... 

Ir. By •• tt .aid that the tellor ot the debate would indicate that Val'1 
f .. were 1D t.YOUr ot reta1n1D&' the R.H.Ba. It w .. tair to .ay that the 
aeabera ware Dot hapPT with the Sub-Co.a1tt •• I • aelution. He auggested 
that OD !!!larpd Sub-CoaII1 ttoo 111Ft bo o.t up to look 1Dto tho tIlIlOUOIUI 
ot tho R.R.Bo to ... it they oould bo ouoc ... tully portoraoel by 
eJ:1atiAg bodi... At the aa. t!aa, it could &leo stud,. the dOC\lll.:a.t 
OD the INblln Hospital .anie .. which w .. at pr ... t being eua1ned. by 
the Eastam Health BOard.. 

no Cha11'!1!11 tolt that tho Sub-CoaII1 Ho. ha4 already ox_noel the 
tUIloUono ot the R.R.Be .. ory thoron£l>.ly and hod. d_ded th.t nry toy 
of th_ could not be carried. out direotly b1 health boarda or by 
eu'b-oc.a1tt ..... t up by th_. )(re Molnlly'_ INCI'Ntion ot reciprooal 
repreactaUon .. Htwnn health board. and TOluntarr hoapi tal 'boarda 
w ... ~od. one. He wondereel how thi_ would be arftllCed and the art.t 
to whi. health board. repreeentatiyea would haYe • aq in the attain 
ot the hoopltalo. 
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B. &lao wondered. it the arrangement would •• et the requir.enta ot 
the publio aud.1 tor. who would have to be a.tt.tied .1 th the .&,. in 
1fbich public ...u •• wor. be1Dc spent. Ho thoucht that the prooClt 
8111t_ ot allocatina lu.p In1U aade it acre dlttioult to ensure 
that 1IOIIr1 ... ere beiD.c UIIed. to the aan.u. .tteot. 

Mr' Ploly1llJ f.lt that there ahould b. no qUHtion of either group 
horil1c tho r1cht to 11Itortoro 111 the dotailed d ..... t1c .... _oat 
ot •• nio... Vbat .... eov1aaged tor the Cork arM .... 19 _.ber 
board which would inolude tour representativ •• troa the Southern 
Health Board. Thi. would ensure that the health board. repr .. antatlvee 
did not predomnat. while g:l:ri.q the autficieat nuabere to 1eDd •• 1ght 
in diaOUllaiOll8 OD wall 1 t.s u tuture d ..... l0Ja .. t. capital allooatloM. 
aerri.oea aa4 their location eta. He did not th1Dlt it would lead to 
inetfioll1l07 in the hand.l1ng ot the luap-suu allooated.. 

Ik. Q' Copn.ll ocme1dered that the oontrols being ezerc!aed by tbe 
boepital.8 and the Departaent of Health would ceure that acm1es .ere 
properJ.,' .pent. In his own hospital, the FinUloe Officer reported to 
the Ilan .... ent Ca.a1 tt .. eaoh month an.d the annul aocount ••• re 
~tted not alane to the hospital otfioers but alao to ths 
Departaeat at Health. ae prelluaed that siailar arra.-enb .pplied 
ill other hoap1tale. The Eastern Health Board. repr __ tati.,.e played. • 
very .cti.,.e role OD the Board of his hospital. 

Mr. MoEy1ll1 ezpl&1ned that his proposal did not earlaage the heal. th 
board r.pr ..... t.ti .... becc.1ng inYolved in tbe da.eetic aanag_ct at 
.,.oluntar,r hospit.la. The represent.tive. would aiapl1 look at the 
dentloplct at .enioea, their location and. aaunt to be spent 011 tb_. 
There should be aD o.,.erall prosramme to eoYer the aDtlre hospital 
eerYioe. for an area and the health board repr .. ent.tiT .. would be 
CODoemad. w1 th boep1 tal developlentl w1 thin the tna_ork: ot that 
ple. Be t.lt tbat iD relatiCll to the prmslO11 ot .pecialist 
sarTlee., Coahairla D& DOapldeal ehould not b~e 1JlTolTed until 
approached b7 the hoapital IUthorit10 •• 

Milll Boland oonaldarec1 that ea YOluntary hoapi tala were largely 
tin.ooe4 troa publio aooey thay should be ao accountable .. vara the 
hoolth board hoopitalo. 

Mr. 0' COAD,ll aaid that to hie moyledge public aCllli_ receiTtd by 
T01Ullt&rJ hoapl.tala were atrictlY' oontrolled and md1 ted. by the 
Doparta ... t ot Hoolth. 

Dr. H!W'l MoEnt!C!£t supported Mr. O' Connall. JlOIley ... not v1ldly 
thrown about 111 voluntary ho.pitol.. Enryth1ng hod to bo accounted 
tor. 

Dr. O'BrisHIorp pointed out ~t the oo-or4inatiOll of .ern.oea OD. a 
utlO1lal b&a1. y.. the nub at the vhole probl_ ed ahould ba 
OODoctrated OIl. 

111., Mlr telt that it the York at the R.B.Ba ... be1Dc done b7 other 
bo41 .. there ... olearly no need tor th_ to continue in u1atcoe. 
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The Cha11'!!D said that if t .. appeared, there ... pneral acre-ent 
that the R.S.Ba ahould be abol1ehecl, 1 t would be neo .. aU7 tor _.ben 
to OOD.e1der whether their t\mot1ona be tranltferred to ez:1et1Dg 
acec1ea or whether a national bod,. should be eetabl1ahecl in place 
ot the three R.H..Ba. 

Pr. wt'" agreed that the utter oould not be su-.arl17 d1a1 .. td bJ 
• rlOo.Madat1oa to abolish R.B,Ba. Ther. II\LIIt be ea. aucgeaUoD .. 
to the .-allocation ot their uietiDg f\moti_. .l.bout lIalt ot the 
RrPrt tor the OO\Dltl"7 vu pertol'lled iD Dublin Vol_tarT BOIIpltala. 
While there ... need. tor the oo-ordination ot senie .. iD that are., 
he bad. DO intoraation .. to the neecl8 in the relit at the OO\lDtr,r. 
Mr. MaEYiU7'a 8lJ.Cge8tion aigbt be the solution to the probl_ ot 
oo-ordiD.ating .enio .. and 4IIl.IuriDg the but use at publio aoniee. 

The 9!.a1FWM ... doubtful it the erose linked 878t_ ot repr .. ent.tins 
"_to<! by Mr. lloErtlly would suffioe and telt tlIat a national bod7 
llicht be neo.lar;r. ae p~uaed that the Departalllt at B .. lth would 
oont1nUI to 8CrutiniZ' all budget •• 

Mr. KcEv111Y said that the .etting up of .not her ~ would not 
iaproTe the ei tuation. .la regards tinmoe it would ha" to be r __ bered 
that in the lut murai. the Deparbumt vu the holder ot the naticaal 
puz.-.e iDaotar as the heuth aemces vere concerned.. 

Mr. 0 Caoilh said there were alao &utam Health Board. repreeentati .. e 
on the Boards ot St. J .... ' a ancl Jaaee Ccxm.oll1 Boapi tale. .. detect 
he ... in tondng a oentral body wu that the Dublin area would be 
over-represented. 

Mr. Hasaett said that it the Council vere going to reeo_end the 
aboll tion ot the R.H.Ba it woW..d ba neoee.arr to .UCgeet a r~looatiOD. 
ot the tunctiou ot theee boards. The Counc!l oould not juat eay 
they vould ba abolished and leave it at that. 

The Cbail'lW1 asked it it was the wish ot the _.bere that the Minister 
should be adT1aed that the R.8.Bs should be abolished. 

This was unanimously agreed. 

The Chai..rman went OD to aay that the COUDoil would nov bave to OCXldder 
the nature ot the residual arrangeaents necessary to deal with the 
t!motiona which had been assigned to the R.B.Ba. Se wu now inclined 
to the view that these sbould be undertalten by the health boards. 

Dr. RatterY pointed. out that IIl8l1Y at the aolutiona ottered in the put 
on health .emcee progr&llllM. such as in the P1tzgerald Report. &Dd. 
the General Hospital Plan had become political footballe. "1ID1" medical 
probl..a in the hospi tal area sxisted because there If'ae DO one to 
co-ordinate the semces. There had to be an authoritiYe Toice to do 
00. 

Hi!! Boland eoquired as to the possibility ot the renew of the health 
aerr.l.cee pre&1aed by the Xin1ater taking place at an early date. 

6/ •••••••••• 



- 6 -

Pr. Henry MCEatagart noted that the health aerri.088 •• re intaaded. to be 
reT.l.ned after 5 Y8ars. She felt that this reri.v was now overdue. 

In reply to an enquiry by Mr. Shalloe, the Chaim!p felt it unlikely that 
the Counoil would be oonsulted by the Minister OD. the reYiew. 

)It. O'Connsll said it would be wrong to think that the Counoil oould not 
ad:Yiae the Minister in this .attar. Any m .. ber oould put forward a 
aotion tor disCWIIsion on eny upeet of the health aerne ... and the 
Council's Tiewe could eubsaquentlr be forwarded to ~h. Minister. He did 
not ha" to act on the Counoil's adVioe. In the put quite a tew 
reco.mendat1ona had been 1n1tiated iD this lI&y. Soae had. been adopted 
by tbe lUniater and ecas had not. 

)1r, Shal,10! thought that the Council would be iD • good position to otter 
&41'108 to the X1D1ater. particularly it they knew what he had in aind 
rega.rdi.Di; the proposed review. 

The Cba1 I'JI!A said that 1 t V&8 the perograti ye ot uq .ember to put 
forward toploa tor d1.~.lon. Ho.ayer very few .embers vere •• ailing 
of this fac111ty and it vu the members' own fault if uttere were not 
being diaoueaed. 

Mr. Shalloe pointed out that it vas one of the Council's gr18Yanoee that 
they vere not being listened. to. He suggested that the Council should 
now ask the Xi.niater it they could be of any usistanoe to h1a in regard 
to the forthcOBing review. 

Mr. Q I COWlell and Dr. Dyar supported this vip. 

Xr. loGsre suggested that the Minister aigbt be Mde aware of the 
or1 ticieu o~ree.ed by Council wh." it had been ccma1dering the proposal 
to Bet up the health boards. He vas TOry diesati.tied vith the way staff 
bAld bel!lD. recruited to the.e boards. The closed. abop attitude bad. confined 
appointaent8 in the aa1n to peraODB already in the Bernce. He felt that 
.. plOJllOnt in health boards ehould be open to suitably qualified 
peraODll outside the service. 

Atter further disOWJsion 1 t was agreed. 

(i) that, in new of the Minister's stated intention to carry 
out a rerln of the health servioe., he shoul.d be ulead 
to intOl'lL the Council it there W&8 my upect ot the 
health aerTice. on which he would wish to have Council's 
.clTice or vhich ha would lilee the Cou.nc1l to oonsider and 
report on to bill. It wu t'Urther agreed. that the Council 
aigll.t rni_ the peei tion in , months taa. 

(11) that the lIin1ator should b. intonled that the Counoil wao 
ot the op1n1on that the R.H.Ba should b. abollshed cd their 
pre.ant t\mction8 assigned to the Deparbact of Beal th and 
the health boards aa appropriate. It v .. telt that in ar ... 
harl.Dg Yolunt&r7 hoepi tale, polioy bocU._ oa..poaed. of 
repreeentaU.,.. ot thee. hoop:!. tale ODd of the hoalth boards 
oonoemed ahould be .et up. Such policy bodi_ should Dot 
be in .. olnd in d~-to-d~ attairs but should o""oorn 
_.lvoo nth polieT deeiaiOD.O attootillg the prortaiOll 
and. denloJaent of a.nicea. 

7/ •••••••••• 



\ 

- 7 -

.lilY OTHER BUSllIESS 

Th. ghai1'!Wl saiel that Dr. OrBr181l00Horau had put forward. five it ... 
tor DOting Yith a new to baYing th_ listed. tor di8CU881on at the 
next ... Ung ot the Council. The t1rat tour ot the propoe&l.a had 
bean .econdecl by M .. Bolancl and the fifth by Dr. Connoll,.. 

Pl!PI'9SAL NO. 1 

That 8001al workers should meet as a group at regular intervals 
in MOh COIIIIUIl1 ty Care area under the chairmanship of the Senior 
Social Worker. 

The ChUms said that aocial. wOrkera .ere employed by amy d1fferent 
or«m1 •• tlO1l11 other than the health boards. Por this r ... on he felt 
1 t would be YfJrt dittioul t to organise 8uch •• et1np. 

Dr. COOAfi enquired. it it vu the intention to haft a tull dleouaslon 
on the role ot the 8001al worker. 

Dr. 9'Br1s..xorm said that be had put forward. the proposal with a new 
to ao-ord1natiDg the work at social workers. There v .. not cough 
o ... .,m1 oation botween the workers employed by the n.r1oua agencies 
involved in the aocial field. 

Dr. Cooen acreed that this vas 80. He felt that the whole tunction 
ot the aooial vorker should be looked at. Until rsoently. psychology 
vu the lateet TOCUe. No .. it .... sociology. Young girla .. ere being 
aaked to taoltle the aost complex problems in huaaD relatiOD.l Yi thout 
ad.equate training and experience. ill sorts ot untortunate occurrencaa 
had resul. ted where the 800ial worker had been aeparat ed trca the 
health •• n1cea. It v .. necessary to define the funCtion8 at the 
80cial worker cd to decide as to whOlt they should be roBponaible. 
An ezper1enced sooi&1 worker could do an inTAluable job as a .ember ot 
a te. it abe hacl olearly detined duties. Be vould weloo.e the 
propoaal it 1 t wer. to b. a prelude to an in-4epth e:z:aainatiOll at the 
whole qu_tion. 

Dr. Cgmolly said that in the health board servioe, the Senior Social 
Worker vu reep0ll81ble to the Direotor at Coaaun.1 ty Care tor her own 
8taft and the 80clal workers attached to the Social Service Counel1. 
The Director had. no control, hoveTer, over the psychiatric aocial 
workers or workers employed by other agencies. Re vas ooncerned that 
80cial workers were atillulaUng demands on en sting aemesa. He w .. 
doubtful it suoh workers could be co-ordinated. 

llr. 6 Caoi"b aaid that ettorta were being made in the Eastem Health 
Board area to integrate the payohiatric social workere with the other 
social Yorksre. 

Mr, KcErtllJ said there vu a lot at talk nowadays about 80clal .erriee 
departments vl thin the health board and other organisations and equally 
about psychology departments Yi thin the psychiatric service. Allot 
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theee intereets Yere now straining for independence. He tully agreed 
vi tb. Dr. Coon.,. that such Yorkera had a "l'7 1Ilportant part to play 
but onl.y as members ot lID organised team and under proper guidanoe. 
It ebould be made quite olear that the services IlUSt be given as part 
ot • team, be th81 8001al Yorkera, psychologists or otherwise! 

Dr. O'Brien-Moran maintained that it vas also very important for them 
to aeat amougat themselves as a group. 

The Ch.a1rman instanoed a oas. vhere three difterent social Yorkers 
ne1 ted a patle:nt on the .... day. He tel t that all 800ial yorkers 
should 0011.8 under the authan. t1 of the health board. 

Dr. Henrx HcEnbert pointed out that 
bad oocured elsewhere Y8ra due to a laok 
variO\18 int.reats involved. 

many of the traged188 whioh 
ot co-ordination aangst the 

Mr. 6 Caoimh felt that many inexperienced. people .ere taking on tasks 
in the 80eial are. which .ere beyond their capacities. 

lUes Boland said that & survey undertakeD 
_ in Dublin had reYUlo<1 that quit. 
oooured iD that area. 

. 
ll·C b . .I¥ I ~o ... \..~-\. 
by the Ms,.taU __ of Snakl 

an aount of overlapping 

Dr. MoGrath said that soo1&1 workere troll different orgardaat1OD.s could 
not be ordered to aeet. It would. be a worthwhile exerois. to eum1ne 
the quest101l t how .... er. 

It was agreed that the matter would be put on the Ageda for the next 
meeting of the Counoil, specifically on the question of the functions 
of the 8001al workers and. the ar~ent8 for co-ordinating their 
aoti Ti ties. 

PROPOSAL NO 2 

That a dieticilll1 should be appoipted. to eaoh oOlDllWlity oare 
area to work in oonjunotion w1 th the 8001&1 vorker group 
referred to in Propa.al 10. 1 above and also in cloee 
l1a1s.on w1 th hoapi tale in the area vi th particular 
referenoe to lonc-at., and geriatrio hoapi tale. 

Dr. OIBri!R~or!p felt that there was a great Deed for dietary advice 
partioular17 in the .... ot lons-ata:r and geriatric ho.pitala. Old 
people 11 vi.D& alone could also be adYisea. on diet if the dietician 
Visi ted iD conjUDoticm v1 th the social vorker. 

The Cha1l"1lS said he would agree vi th the 1dea of haTing dieticians 
in hoapi tala but t.1 tit would be very dittioul t to orpni.e a _ t:r 
.erTice as suggested. 
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Dr. Rsa JloiBtagart auaeated that the utter should be put OD 
the accda for the next ... t!nc. It possible, aJrf releTant data 
should be supplied to members in advance of the meeting as to the 
numbers of ~ocial workers employed and their location. 

It vu agreed that the it .. would be placed OD. the ~d. for the 
nut ••• tiDe. 

PlIOroSAL NO , 

That • noainal prescription tee should be leTied in 
oonjunotion w1 th the Choioe ot Doctor Sohlae! 

Dr. O'Brlep Mors pointed out that while this utter had. beem. disouaaed. 
bofore ho had broucht it up again ... h. thOUllht tho aatter men ted 
further attention. In &reu away trOll Dublin and Cork a vie! t to the 
dootor ... often regarded as a 8001al occasion. A lot of the Yie! ts 
.ere tot.ll, UDD.eaeeaary and it a preaor1ption te •• ere introduoed 1 t 
wuld help to cut down on their nUIII.ber. A pr_onption te. had been 
introduced in Britain tmd had. proved very effective. It would help 
to prevct patients acotlmllaUng large quantities of 8xpma1ve druge. 

Dr. Dyar said that this question had been conaidered by the Working 
Party on Prescrib1Dg and Dispensing in the General Xedical Service. 
The Worki.Jl« Party did not consider the introduction ot such a cbarge 
desirable. This new had since been endorsed in general at .. 
disoussion on the Report held by the Department with the interests 
concerned. AB far &8 he knew it had not worked in England. He tel t 
it would do aore h.ara than gOod. 

Mr. XCEyilly felt it would be more fruitful to ezacine the Choice ot 
Dootor Soh_e as .. Whole rather than discus8 the introduction of .. 
presoription tee in isolation. 

~1r! Q'Connell was of the opinion that a discussion on the proposal 
would not be prod.uotive. The l evying of a prescription fee was a 
highly emotive issue. 

Dr. Q'Brien Xorap telt that the mat t er should nevertheless be 
dis0U8eed by the Council. 

Mr. Hille£l vas ot the opinion that t he practicali t ies of introducing 
a prescription fee would be enormous. It would be very hard to collect. 

ur. RafteFY suggested that the collection difficulty might be overcome 
if purchasers were required to buy a special. stamp at a post office betore 
the purchase was made. 

The Chairman pointed. out that the faults in the present system partly 
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araee trom t he too frequent i8sue of preecriptlons tor excessive 
aountsof drugs. 

M.r. Biller;x eud that people expeoted to have their prescriptions 
refilled on request. He attended at two dieperllJariea • week and it 
the dootor repeated a patient's prescription it was not the pharmacistls 
place to queatlon the decla10n eYeD if he knew that the patient still 
bad. a supply left over tra. the praTiQue iSBue. There oould be 
greater oo.munioatlon b8twe~ the dootor and the pharmaoist in this 
area. Drug coat. vere eeoalating all the tille and further inoreases 
vere expeoted in the near future. It vas a tact ot lite that patienta 
regularly complained about the ooat of drugs. Dootora were very often 
unaware of the price differenoe between t he various preparations. 
Ccmalderable eoonOlldea could be .. ad. it the amior pb.arllaoiet in each 
health board area _&8 .ads reeponaible tor the purch&s1ng of all dnlg8 
tor boapl t&l.a iD that area. Boa. ointments wera very expensi va and a 
lot of thea. could be prepared by hoepital pnar-acists at a traction 
of the ooat. 

Dr, 0' Brl.!9-Mors s&id that the firth proposal he would be making 
would deal With the question of oo..un.1caUon betve~ dootore and 
pharaaoists. ae felt thi_ should cover the point .ad. by Mr. Hillery. 

Mr. P'Copnell _&1d that three of the board •• bere in his hospital 
regularly diaouaaed the drug eupply with the hospital pharmacists in 
lID effort to puroh&ea eoonom.cally. In all casee the cheapest brand 
was purchased it it vu known to be equally effecti". The aettin& 
up of a national toraularly .. reoommanded by Council would help to 
achi"e the points now being diaOU8aed.. 

It waa acreed. that this it_ would be put on the agenda tor the next 
.eating. 

PROPOSAL NO 4 

That a greater uae of placebos should b. advocated throughout 
the enti~ .edic&! a.rvioe • 

This it. w .. not discussed. but it was agraed that it would 
be placed on the acenda tor the next •• et1Dc. 

PRPPOSAk N9 5 

That there ahOl.lld b .... tinge at regular inta.rva.l.a betwGm the 
dootors and pb&n.aoiaw operating the Choio. ot Doctor Sch._ 
and the Director, I.!~ty Care. in .ach health 'board. area. 

'rh1a i t_ wea not d.1aouaaed but 1 t wu agreed. that 1 t would be plaoed 
on the .,..a:nda tor the next •• etine. 

11/ •••••••••••• 



• • 
- tt -

111.. 80154 • __ t04 tbat the COUDCU'. ...t1lIC tor the 
18 IIaroh 1 m ohDald b. obaaco4 to mother ut •• 

It ... ocree4 tbat tba ••• t1Dc t1%04 tor 18 _ 1977 .hould 
be 4.terred untU 25 .arch 1977. 

mE 91 JlW Wl'IIG 

U alreo4y ocre04, _ ... n ••• t1Dc Will tak. ploce in the 
Cuataa Rou.. at 2.15 p.a. on l'r14.,. 21 JaDU&Z7 1977, 

The ... ti.Dc the 1I1d.ed.. 

• 
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