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Report No. 168. 

Grangegorman Mental 
Board. 

BOARD MEETING. 

8th January, 1953. 

Hospital 

The statutory Estimates Meeting of the Board and the 
ordinary stated monthly meeting was held in the Board
room, Grangegorman l\Iental Hospital, Dublin, the 8th day 
of January, 1953, Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman) in 
the Chair. The following members were also present:-

City of Dublin Representatives-Alderman Dr. Cormac 
Breathnach, T.D.; Councillors Mrs. Catherine Byrne, 
Bernard Conway, Peadar Cowan, T.D., Gilbert Hughes, 
Richard C. Keane, Anthony "Lalor, Timothy J. l\Iurray, 
P.C., l\frs. Kathleen Nix, P.C., Eugene Timmons, P.C., 
William J. Colman, P.C., Messrs. John Cahill, P.C., Wm. 
Chase, John Smithers, John Jones, Denis Finn, l\Irs. Essie 
O'Bryne and l\frs. Cecelia Keeble. 

County Dublin Representatives - Councillors James 
Andrews, Joseph Dignam, P.C., Sean Dunne, T.D., Sean 
Tagart and Miss :'If. C. Ennis. 

County Wicklow Representatives-Councillors C. l\f. 
Byrne, William Lawless and Patrick McCarthy. 
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The Minutes of the last meeting of the Board (Report No. 
165 of the 18th December, 1952), were confirmed and 
signed. 

A return o£ the state of the Hospital from 17th December, 
1952, to 7th January, 1953, as under was submitted and 
signed:-

ill ales 

On Hospital Register ... 17(12('52 1670 
Admitted to 7(1/53 31 

1701 
Discharged .11 ales Females 'l'otal 

to 7 /1/'53 24 15 3\) 

Died to ditto 9 8 17 
Escaped to ditto ;33 

Remaining on Hospital Register 

7f1f'53 1668 

Absent on trial and escape 

7(1/'53 
Xumber actually resident 7f 1f'53 

24 

as per Morning tatement Book 1644 

DISTHlBL'l'IOK. 

Females 

2000 
26 

2026 

23 

2003 

22 

1981 

Total 

3670 
57 

3727 

56 

3671 

46 

3625 

i\nmber of Patients in Grangergor- .l!ales Female~ 1.'otal 

man )fenta.l Hospital 801 1253 2054 
Xumber of Patients in Portrane 

)[ental Hospital R43 728 1571 

Total number re ident as above .. . 1644 19 1 3625 
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CHARGEABILITY. 

City of Dublin 2701 

County of Dublin 530 

County Wicklow 331 

Criminal Lunatics 49 

Non-district patients 14 

Total 3625 

ESTIMATE AND DEl\IAND FOR 1953-54. 

Councillor William Lawless proposed and Councillor 

James Andrews seconded the adoption of Report No. 167 of 

the meeting of the Committee of the Whole Board on the 

31st December, 1952. 

Passed unanimously 

Councillor \Villiam Lawless proposed and Councillor James 

Andrews seconded :-

''That the Manager's Estimate of Expenses for the year 

ending 31st March, 1954, amounting to a net total of 

£648,320, as set out in Table A of the official Estimate and 

Demand now submitted, be appro\·ed and adopted, and that 

the Board determines the following to be the amounts to be 

demanded from the contributing Councils, viz. :-

Corporation of Dublin £465,347 

County Council of Dublin £ 9,257 

County Council of Wicklow .£55,385 

Total £609, 9 
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and authorises the Chairman and the Chief Clerk to sign the 
demands on the contributing Councils for these amounts.'' 

Passed unanimously 

REPORT OF INSPECTION, PORTRANE. 

4th Septemb er, 1952. 

1. Accompanied by the Acting Branch R.:.I. S. we carried 
out a house inspection at Portrane on 4th September, 1952. 

2. In the course of our inspection we visited various 
divisions and we visited the kitchen during the progress of 
the meal hour. The food appeared to be of Yery good 
quality and well cooked. We spoke to a number of patients 
in the dininghall and they all seemed satisfied with the food. 
\Ve had, of course, the usual number of requests from 
patients that they might either be permitted to go home or 
be returned to Grangegorman. 

3. We paid a visit to the therapy departments and the 
workshops and were impressed by the work being carried out 
by the patients. 

4. During the course of our visit to the various divisions 
we receiYed every opportunity of speaking to the patients 
and we would like to express our appreciation of the assist
ance given to us by the Acting Branch R.M. S. in carrying 
out our duties. 

Order. Toted. 

WILLIAM LA \VLESS . 
WILLIAM CHASE. 
DE IS LARKIN. 
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REPORT OF INSPECTION, PORTRANE. 

3rcl Decembe1·, 1952. 

1. Accompanied by Dr. Hegarty, we carried out a house 
inspection at Portrane on the 3rd December, 1952. 

2. In our visit to No. 10 Division we noticed that the 
new extension runs outside some of the rooms apportioned 
to the nursing staff and we would recommend that some 
alteration be made so as to provide that the staff rooms 
would open directly on to the outside of the building. 

3. We also noticed that the provision for the preparation 
of vegetables for No. 10 Division is not entirely satisfactory. 
We discussed this matter with Mr. Chalmers and Dr. 
Hegarty and we would recommend that alterations would be 
made which would provide for a better method of dealing 
with the preparation of vegetables. 

4. We also visited No. 8 Division and would recommend 
that the painting which has been started last year in this 
division would be continued and that in particular the 
kitchen should be painted. 

5. We paid a visit also to No. 11 Di\·ision and noticed 
'that the sanitary accommodation is not up to standard. The 
floor is in very bad condition and the walls of the toilets 
require covering either by glazing or by cement rendering 
and as this division caters mainly for working patients We 
would recommend that immediate attention be given to 
1·emedying the faults. While in this division our attention 
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was drawn to th'e lack of variety in the meals of the patients and, while a number of the patients are on special additional diets we would recommend that all patients in this division would be supplied with a sweet and that whatever steps possible be taken to ensure that they would receive a more varied diet. We included in our inspection a visit to the kitchen and noted that the food appeared to be of quite good ·quality. 

6. We also visited the hospital division and members of the Committee remarked that the patients all appeared to be very comfortable and well taken care of. \V e did note in the course of our visit to the Hospital one little boy and we would like once again to express the opinion that the necessity of housing young children with adult patients is not to our mind satisfactory. 

1. \Ve concluded om· in pection with a visit to the workshops. We were as usual impressed with the work being carried out by the patients under the direction of the various nurses. 

8. We should like to express our appreciation of the kindnes of Dr. Hegarty and l\Ir. Chalmers in affording us every opportunity of inspecting the premises and of answering all queries put to them. 

DE~IS LARKI~. 
WILLIAM CHASE. 
WILLIA::\1 LAWLESS. 
R. KEA JE. 

Order. Referred to Manager for Report. 
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REPORT OF INSPECTION, GRANGEGORMAN. 

5th January, 1953. 

1. We, the undersigned, visited Grange9orman Mental 
Hospital on Monday, 5th instant. 

\Ve were present in .the l\fale Dining Hall during lunch 
and the food supplied appeared to be well cooked and up to 
standard. \V e noticed a boy of eight years of age at lunch 
and spoke •to him for a few minutes. He seemed to be quite 
normal and intelligent and we are anxious to know his con
dition when admitted. 

\Ve would suggest that a rack be fitted over range in 
kitchen for heating plates, etc. 

2. The work of renovating the old laundry into male 
visiting hall is progressing and it is hoped that it will be com
pleted early in spring. 

3 . JI.Iay we again bring before the Committee the apall
ing state of the wooden Temporary Buildings with a view to 
using all the ways and means we can to have them removed. 

4. In the aftern~on we visited most of the Female side. 
We had a request for an additional pressing machine in the 
laundry and would suggest that same be installed. Repairs 
have been recently carried out in the female kitchen to })ipes, 
etc., but when piaster had to be removed the walls were 
not repaired and we would suggest that same be carried out. 

5. In No. 25 Division the walls are chipping badly. Per
haps ·this will be seen to in the coming year. 
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6. We spoke to a number of patients and all were thank
ful for the generous Christma fare they received and spoke 
highly of the staff's kindness to them. 

Drs. Aird and Geraghty and 1\Iiss Sharkey gave us every 
assistance. 

J . CAHILL. 
W. J. COLMAN. 
R. KEANE. 

Order. Received late. Consideration deferred to next 
l\Ieeting. 

REPORT OF I~SPECTION, PORTRANE. 

7th January, 1953. 

1. We visited Portrane l\Iental Hospital on Wednesday, 
7th January, 1953, 

On former occasions we haYe begun with the main 
hospital but on that day we inspected the Temporary Huts 
first. 

No. 11 Female Ward had 66 patients just finishing lunch. 
l\Iost of them were old women but all were clean and tidy. 

We inspected the Dormitory and saw all the beds laid out 
to air. 

2. In o. 9 l\Iale Hut, which is the farm section, the 
men were finishing lunch and were waiting for a cup of tea 
which was really a bowlful, this being an extra given to all 
farm workers. 
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A patient in this division was telling us how they had en
joyed their Christmas and how successful the Band was, 
but asked if the Committee who had already done so much, 
could supply a Saxophone and a Cornet. 

3. The kitchen in No. 9 Division requires Painting but it 
may be down for this year's work. 

4. In To. 8 Division the patients were cleaning up after 
lunch. 

'fhe floor of the patients' dining room is very much worn 
in places and requires repairing. 

There are a number of boys in this group and we do not 
consider it right that such young boys should be there among 
so many men who all seemed bad cases. It is our opinion that 
these boys should be in a special school where they would 
derive more benefit. In all we were told there are sixteen 
such boys in the Institution. 

5. In the Chapel Dayroom we saw a great many male 
patients sitting huddled together, and as we haYe been told 
reconstruction is to be carried out in this division, it cannot 
be done too soon, as it is one of the worst parts of the whole 
hospital. It looked more like a converted stable. 

6. After lunch we visited Female Divisions Kos. 1 and 
2. \Ve saw a few Yery bad cases and, of course, received 
many requests for permission to go horne. 

1. In the Women's Therapy Section we watched the 
women spinning, knitting, darning and embroidering. 

A complaint was received that these workers had been 
promised a Party but as yet had not been given one. Other 
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workers asked if a Whist Drive could be arranged for a Sunday as many patients would enjoy a game. 
8. The Visiting Hall for Nos. 8 and 9 ~Iale Divisions was looking very bright and cheerful with the red cloths on the table and the small orange-tree-like plants with their bright berries. 

9. \Ve return thanks to Dr. O'Sullivan for giving up so much of his valuable time in escorting us through the various sections of the Hospital. 

CATHERINE BYRNE. 
THOMAS O'REILLY. 
C. M. BYRNE. 

Order. Received late. Consideration deferred to next Meeting. 
APPOI -T~fE~T OF VISITING CO~D1ITTEES. 

The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and Portrane Visiting Committees for the ensuing period to 19th February, 1953, date of next meeting of the Board:-
GRANGEGORMAN VISITIXG COMJ\IITTEE: 

Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman). 
Councillor James Andrews. 
Councillor Mrs. Catherine Byrne. 
1\Ir. Denis Finn. 

PORTRA."E VISITING COMMITTEE: 

Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman). 
Councillor Mrs. Kathleen Nix. 
Councillor Sean Taggart. 
1\frs. Essie O'Byrne. 
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l\IANAGER'S REPORT TO BOARD. 

8th Janum·y, 1953. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Bqard's 
Hospitals on 6th instant was:-

Jlales 

In Grangegorman 802 
In Portrane 843 

Totals 1645 

as compared with:-

Females 

1251 
728 

1979 

'l'otal 

2053 
1571 

3624 

6th January, 1952 1591 1924 3515 
6th January, 1951 1579 1933 3512 
6th January, 1950 1560 1908 3468 
6th January, 1949 1524 1845 3369 

this year's number being 109 more than on 'the correspond
ing date last year and 255 more than on the corresponding 
date in 1949. 

2. The. general condition of the Board's Hospitals is re
ported by the Chief R.1f.S. and the Acting Branch R.M.S. 
to be satisfactory and the health of the patients normal. 
There we1·e no cases of zymotic disease amongst patients 

during the past month. 

3. On the 2nd ultimo female patient G.F.C. (33498), aged 
57 years, became weak at breakfast in the general dining
hall at .Portrane and was transferred to No. 7 Hospital where 
she died in a few minutes. She was attended to by a 
Medical Officer who found life extinct. The Coroner was 
notified and did not deem an inquest necessary. Death was 
certified as being due to myocarditis and cardiac failure. 
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On the lOth ultimo male patient W. 'l'. (31520), Portrane, 
aged 61 years, was found to be looking very ill when the 
patients were about to get up at 7 a.m. He was attended 
to by a Medical Officer who found life extinct . The Coroner 
was notified and did not deem an inquest necessary. A post 
mortem examination revealed that death was due to 
myocardial degeneration and cardiac failure. 

On the 24th ultimo male patient P.C. (4335), a liberty 
patient in Portrane did not report at supper time . A search 
of the grounds was instituted and the Gardai were notified 
but the patient has not been apprehended. The l\Iinister 
for Health has been notified of his escape. 

4. Accidents to Patients (Grangegorman). Male patient 
P.K. (5241), complained of pain over the left shoulder joint 
following E.C.T. on the 4th ultimo. An X-ray examination 
showed a fracture of the greater tuberosity of the humerus 
with an associated rheumatoid condition. The patient was 
attended to by a Visiting Surgeon and the arm was put in 
a splint. He is progressing satisfactorily. 

Female patient C.L. (30403), aged 90 years, was knocked 
down by another patient on the 26th ultimo and sustained 
a fracture of the left femur. Her progress to date is satis
factory. 

The Chief R.l\I.S. assures me that no blame attaches to 
any member of the staff in connection with the above 
accidents which have been duly reported to the ~Iinister for 
Health. 

:\Isle patient L. . (5284) was admitted at 12.15 a.m. on 
the 13th ultimo from a Dublin Institution where he harl 
jumped from a fire escape. His left ankle was injured and 
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an X-ray examination showed compression fracture of the 
os -calcis. He is progressing satisfactorily and the injury has 
been reported t? the Minister for Health. 

Male patient J.T. (2971), a voluntary patient, was found 
in the lavatory of Ko. 9 dormitory at 5.30 p.m. on the 2nd 
instant with self-inflicted scratches on wrist, ankles and 
forehead. He produced an old safety razor blade which he 
stated he had picked up in the grounds. The abrasions were 
very superficial and in no case penetrated beneath the skin . 
The Chief R.l\I.S. is satisfied that no blame attaches to any 
member of .the staff in connection with this incident. 

5. Accidents to Patients (Portrane). ·when patients were 
returning to Ko. 2 da:yroom after dinner on the lOth ultimo 
female patient E.L. (88228) was pushed by another patient 
and knocked to the floor. She was attended to by a l\Iedical 
Officer who found that she had sustained a fracture of the 
right humerus. The patient was •transferred to Grange
gorman for X-ray. The Acting Branch R.l\1.8. is satisfied 
there was no negligence on the part of the staff in regard to 
this accident which has been duly reported to the Minister 
for Health. 

6. Accident8 to Staff. (Grangegorman). Temporary 
Attendant C. E.. was off duty from the 8th to the 19th ultimo 
as a re ult of accidentally cutting her finger in a bread 
cutting machine. 

A number of other minor accidents to nur es are reported 
which did not neces itate their going off duty. 

7. Accidents to Staff (Portrane). Temporary Attendant 
J.K. fc . sprained his ankle while playing football on the 
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hospital grounds on the 17th ultimo and he was off duty for 

five days as a result. · 

A number of other minor accidents to the Portrane staff 

are reported which did not necessitate their going off duty. 

8 . \Vith reference to the Inspection carried out at Port

rane on the 29th May last by Councillors D. Larkin, Mrs. 

Catherine Byrne, William Lawless and Richard C. Keane, I 

have to report :-

Items II and III. In July, 1948, I reported that cigarettes 

at the rate of approximately seven per person per week were 

issued to female patients working in the Laundry, \York

rooms and Occupational Therapy Departments at Grange

gorman only at a cost of £151 per annum. The Board then 

authorised the extension of this cigarette allowance to all 

female working patients in Grangegorman and Portrane. The 

cost of the increased issue was approximately £700 per 

annum. 

In response to representations made by the Visiting Com

mittees the allowance of cigarettes to patients working in the 

Laundries at Grangegorman and Portrane and in the General 

Kitchen at Portrane was increased this year from seven to 

fourteen per patient per week . The present cost of cigar

ettes for female working patients is approximately £1,220 

per annum. 

While an allowance of 7 or 14 cigarettes a week is small for 

a regular smoker, the same criticism could be applied to an 

allowance of 20 a week and, indeed, some smokers would not 

be content with 20 cigarettes a day. In view of the present 

high price of cigarettes I think the Board should be ex-
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tremely cautious about granting an increased allowance to 
workers in a particular section as this is almost certain to 
result in requests for a general increase at considerable ad
ditional cost. 

9. ·with reference to the Inspection at Grangegorman 
carried out by Councillors \V. Lawless and Miss M. C. Ennis 
on the 2nd October, I have to report :-

Item I. The redecoration of No. 5 division has been in
cluded in the programme for the cunent year but there are 
a number of other parts of the institution which the Clerk 
of \Vorks considers are in more urgent need of painting. The 
trees to which the members refer have a decorative value and 
it would seem a pity to fell them. It is not considered that 
any great amount of sunshine would be gained if they were 
removed. 

Item II. The redecoration of the Attendants' Mess will 
be put in hands early in the year. 

Item IV. The Clerk of Works is attending to the com
plaint about the sanit;;try arrangements in the carpenter's 
yard. 

10. Progress of the work on the New Male Visiting Hall 
at Grangegorman continues satisfactorily. The roof glazing 
is finished and the plastering work is approximately 80% 
completed. \Vork on the mechanical and electrical services 
is making good progress and it is hoped to commence laying 
the wood block floors within the next two weeks. 

11. Eight tenders were received in re ponse to public 
advertisement for the supply of baled straw and, on the 
recommendation of the Agricultural Manager, I have 
accepted the two lowest tenders, viz. :-



rr 
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Thomas Hickey, Oldtown, Co. Dublin, for 7 tons at 

£3 17s. 6d. per ton. 

P atrick Rooney, Oldtown, Co. Dublin, for 60 tons at 

£3 18s. Od. per ton. 

12. I have been notified by the Workers' Union of Ire

land that a trade dispute exists with the contractor for the 

supply of pasteurised milk to Grangegorman and I have had 

to make arrangements for the supply of milk from another 

source, for the time being. Alternative supplies are being 

obtained from the Dublin Dairies, Ltd., at 3s. 2d. per gallon. 

13. A recent inspection of the No. 1 steam boiler at Port

rane was carried out by the Insurers who advised it could 

not be put into commission until certain repairs were carried 

out, which the Chief Engineer estimated would cost about 

£300. Even with these repairs the Insurers would not per

mit of the boiler being operated at a greater pressure than 

60 lbs. per square inch . The Chief Engineer points out that 

this pressure would be insufficient for generating electricity 

and he does not recommend the ca~rying out of the repairs. 

It was expected that this No. 1 boiler would be available 

as a standby to the four other boilers which are in full com

mission during the winter season. In view of the foregoing 

circumstances, I haYe asked the Board's Consulting 

Engineer whether it is not essential -to obtain delivery of new 

boilers before the opening of the 1953-54 winter heating 

season. 

14. At its meeting on the 20th November last ,the Board 

had under consideration a letter from the Department of 

Health in which it was stated that the Minister was unable 



Board i\1! eeting 17 B~h January, 1953 

to consent to the sale of a plot of land at Santry Court to 

the Clonliffe Harriers at the price proposed, viz. £300. The 

Minister had been advised that the market value of the plot 

in question, comprising 4 acres 3 roods and 10 perches or 

thereabouts, was approximately £6,000. The Board directed 

that the Minister be asked if an indication could be given as 

to the basis on which the value of £6,000 had been assessed. 

The following is the reply received from the Department of 

Health:-

A Ohara, 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 

CusTOM HousE, DuBLIN. 

3 Eanair, 1953. 

The Minister for Health has asked me to refer to your 

letter of the 22nd November, 1952, and enclosure regard

ing the sale of a plot of land on the Santry Demesne, 

containing 4 acres 3 roods and 10 perches or thereabouts, 

to the Cloncliffe Harriers Athletic Club and to state that 

he has been in communication with the Commissioner of 

Valuation who has intimated that in his opinion the most 

remunerative use of the land at Santry Court would be its 

development as a site for factory or residential building 

and that when asked by this Department for the market 

value of the property he gave an estimate of its value in 

the open ·market, on the basis of there being no restriction 

as regards building. He has pointed out that there are 

several new factories in the immediate vicinity of this site, 

situated on sites less attractive, and which were bought 

in recent years at from £1,000 to £1,280 per acre. The 

Commissioner has also pointed out that the plot which it 
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is proposed to sell has a frontage of about 630 feet on the 

main Dublin/Swords road and a depth of 350 feet and 

that such a rectangular plot could be easily developed for 

building. 

The Commissioner has also stated that there appears to 

be no Order under the Town Planning Acts or under the 

Air Navigation and Transport Act, 1950, prohibiting build

on this site. 

Chief Clerk, 

District l\Iental Hospital, 

Grangegorman. 

Mise, le meas, 

A. 1\facCORMAIC. 

15. Dr. P. J. Aird, Senior Assistant Medical Officer in 

the Male House at Grangegorman, has notified me of his 

appointment as Resident Medical Superintendent of Ennis 

District Mental Hospital and he has tendered his resignation 

from the Board's service to take effect on the 4th proximo. 

Dr. Aird has been in the Board's employment since July, 

1931. I am sure the Board will join with me in expressing 

appreciation of his excellent service and in wishing him 

every success in his new appointment. 

Orders made thereon:-

JOHN P. KEAKE, 

Dublin Assistant City Manager. 

Par. 14. Refer letter dated 3rd May, 1951, from the De

partment of Industry and Commerce to the Dublin County 

Council for their observations. 
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Par. 15. Proposed by Councillor P. Cowan, seconded by 
Councillor Denis Larkin: ''That the Board records its ap
preciation of the excellent service rendered by Dr. P. J. 
Aird, Senior Assistant Medical Officer, Grangegorman, and 
wishes him every success in his new appointment.'' 

Passed unanimously. 

REMUNERATION OF NURSING STAFFS. 

The Board received a deputation from the Workers' Union 
of Ireland who complained of the delay in dealing with the 
claim of the nursing staffs for an increase in their remunera
tion. They explained that the staff had been unable to 
accept the bonus of 81- a week for male employees and 5 I
a week for female employees offered by the Manager in 
December because there was no indication that it was an 
interim and not a final payment. 

When the deputation had withdrawn, the Manager re
ferred the members of the Board to the letter dated 23rd 
September from the Department of Health in which it was 
stated that the Minister was not prepared to approve any 
adjustment in the rates of remuneration of the Board's staff 
based on an increase in the cost of living, except as part of 
any general adjustment of remuneration of employees of 
Local Authorities generally. The offer referred to by the 
representatives of the \Vorkers' Union of Ireland had been 
made on the authority of a circular letter dated 17th Decem
ber from the Department of Health which had been sub
mitted to the Board at its meeting on the 18th December. 
The Manager stated that be was not aware whether the pay-
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ment authorised by the circular was an interim or a final 
payment. 

The matter having been discussed, Councillor Sean Dunne 
proposed and Councillor ·william Lawless seconded: "That 
the Manager be requested to resume direct negotiations with 
the Unions immediately. 

Passed unanimously. 

The Manager said that, in view of the Department's letter 
of the 23rd September last, he did not think there was any
thing to be gained by a further discussion with the staff 
representatives. He proposed .to convey to the Minister 
immediately the Board's view that the claim made on behalf 
of the staff should be settled without further delay. 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

FALCOND, DUBLJB. 

DENIS LARIUN 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No. 169. 
22nd January, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

AGRmULTURAL COMMITTEE. 
A meeting of the Agricultural Committee was held in the 

Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 
22nd day of January, 1953, Councillor Denis Larkin (Chair
man) in the Chair. Also ptesent: Councillors James 
Andrews, C. M. Byrne, Sean Dunne, T.D., Miss M. C. 
Ennis, Gilbert Hughes, Messrs. T. P. O'Reilly and John 
Smithers. 

REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 
22nd January, 1953. 

1. Purchased Cows and Milk Supplies .-Since my last 
report of 27th November 1952 seventeen tuberculin-tested 
cows were purchased, 'costi~g £1,216, an average of 
£71 lOs. 7d. each. 

With the purchase of the above milch cows, milk supplies 
have been fully maintained at Portrane. There has been a 
daily shortage at Grangegorman varying from 82 gallons at 
the end of November, 1952, to 32 gallons in December, 1952, 
and 22 gallons in January, 1953. Full supplies have been 
delivered to Grangegorman for five days during the past 
week. It is anticipated that shortages will .be very slight 
from now on. 
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The total daily production from 228 cows is 497 gallons 
or approximately 2.2 gallons per cow. 

2. Mastitis.-A number of acute cases of mastitis are 
occurring from time to time. These are having the usual 
treatment and most cases are responding. There is little that 
can be done by way of prevention of acute mastitis and, 
likewise, they do not all respond to treatment. The Veter
inary Surgeon advises that this type of mastitis is the most 
difficult to deal with. 

3. Artificial lnsemination.-The examination of the four 
stock bulls and the testing of the Shorthorn with the heifers 
has proved satisfactory and there is no evidence of disease 
amongst the bulls. Cows continue to calve down satisfactorily 
with very healthy calves. Artificial Insemination is also pro
gressing favourably and a good average of cows are proving 
in-calf. 

4. Grass. -The Spring manuring of the grasslands will be 
commencing in the near future. 

From observations of the grasslands on all farms during 
the past season, I was of opinion that grass production was 
declining and was not up to the standard of previous years. 
With a view to ascertaining the exact position, I felt that a 
soil survey should be carried out and I approached Mr. 
O'Connor, Chief Agricultural Officer of the County Commit
tee of Agriculture, who readily co-operated and undertook to 
carry out the survey. The work began on Portrane Farm at 
the end of November and the first results covering 182 acres 
have been received. I regret to say that these reveal a 
general lime deficiency to the extent of an average of 2 tons 
per acre and a potash deficiency in most fields to the extent 
of 1! cwts. per acre. These results have surprised me, as a 



Agricultural Committee 23 22nd January, 195-1 

previous survey carried out by Mr. O'Keef£e revealed that 
the lime and potash content of the soil was satisfactory on 
all f~rms with the exception of Santry Court, which required 
some potash. His survey also revealed a general phosphate 
deficiency which has since been made good. 

As full production cannot be obtained from land deficient 
in lime, it is most essential that ground limestone be pur
chased and applied to all grasslands immediately and before 
the application of the other arti:ficials, which is due to begin 
at the end of this month. I estimate that upwards of 1,000 
tons may be required for the current season, for which the 
presElllt Government-subsidised :fixed price is 16/- per ton 
delivered to the holding irrespective of the distance from the 
lime quarries. The outlay involved would be £800. 

As regards the potash deficiency, I had anticipated same 
and had made provision for an application of 1 cwt. per 
statute acre this season. Forty tons have been ordered and 
delivered. The additional outlay here, if any, will be slight. 

5. Orop,s.-With the mild weather in the beginning of 
December, it was found possible to sow nine acres of Winter 
Wheat on the Ballymastone Farm. 

The digging and storing of the potato crop was comJ>leted 
on 30th December, 1952. The crop in general has given a 
very satisfactory yield, some :fields being very good and a few 
fields average. I am not in a position to give the total yield 
or the average yield per acre, but am of the opinion that full 
supplies may be availal;Jle for both hospitals to the 30th June, 

1.953. 
Twenty acres of ley and stubble ground have been sub-

soiled. 
Eleven and a half acres of ley ground have received a 

dressing of farmyard manure for potatoes. 
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PORTRANE FARM INSPBCTION. 

4th De.~ember, 1952. 

1. Accompanied by 'Mr. Hayes, Agricultural Manager, we 
first of all visited Santry Court and, in accordance with the 
r£>quest of the Agricultural .Committee, we inspected the urns 
on top of the building. We desire to report that there appears 
to be no objection to the proposed disposal of these urns 
providing that the removal is the sole risk of the purchaser. 

2. We also inspected the garden at Santry Court and 
noted that the two greenhouses are sadly in need of repair, 
and we would recommend that some provision be made for 
the partial repair of these greenhouses. 

3. We continued our inspection by a visit to Turvey and 
noted the work on the silo. In this connection we discussed 
the question with Mr. Chalmers as to the delay in having the 
roof completed, but, having discussed the matter fully, we 
are satisfied that under all circumstances the erection of 
this roof has been carried out in a reasonable space of time. 

4. We visited the cattle sheds and noted some very fine 
cows. We had a discussion with Mr. Hayes on the question 
of the milk production. 

5. We also visited Portrane Farm and we again noticed 
the very fine quality of the pigs being reared there. We 
would recommend that arrangements be made for the 
fattening of two extra pigs per week at Portrane in order that 
the requirements of Portrane Branch as regards pork might 
be filled more adequately. 

6. \V e al o inspected Ballymastone and noticed that the 
calves resulting from process of artificial insemination appear 
to be very fine specimens. 
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1. Finally, we visited the gardens and noted the partic

ularly fine crop of onions which had been grown and saved 

this year. \Ve also noted the work that was being carried out 

on the ditch at the bottom of the gardens. The cleaning and 

deepening of this ditch should assist towards having an 

adequate water supply available for the gardens during the 

summer months. 

(Signed): DENI S LARKIN. 

Orders made thereon:

Par. 1 Approved. 

Pars 2 to 7. Noted . 

J OHN SMITHERS. 

WILLI AM P . DONOHOE. 

WILLIAM LAWLESS. 

REPORT OF FARM INSPECTION, POBTRANE. 

80th October, 1952. 

1. Accompanied by Mr. Hayes, Agricultural Manager, we 

inspected the farm at Portrane and found everything to our 

satisfaction. We also paid a visit to Ballymastone and 

noticed a number of very fine calves. 

2. In Portrane itself, as usual, we were impressed by the 

number of pigs in very fine condition and the fine litters 

of bonhams. 

3. We included a visit to the garden in our inspection and 

must compliment ~Ir. Wolohan on the fine appearance of 

same. 

(Signed): DENI 
MARY 
JOH ... 

LARKL. 
. E.~.·. I . 
~liTHER'. 
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APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 

The following were appointed to inspect the Boa;d's farms 
and gardens during the ensuing period to date of next 
meeting:-

Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman). 

" 
James Andrews. 

" 
Sean Dunne, T.D. 

Mr. T. O'Reilly. 

TENDERS FOR OATS. 

The Manager referred to Paragraph 16 of his report to a 
meeting of the Board held on the 20th November, 1952, 
which had been referred to the Agricultural Committee for 
consideration. He submitted a report from the Agricultural 
Manager to the effect that one tender only, at 35/- a barrel, 
had been received in response to public advertisement in 
September, 1952. The Agricultmal Manager had examined 
the oats offered and had rejected them as not being up to 
standard. Tenders were again invited in October and, on the 
recommendation of the Agricultural Manager, the lowest 
tender, viz., at 37 f5d . per barrel, had been accepted. 

The Agricultural Manager informed the members of the 
Committee that the oats tendered at 37 f5d . per barrel were 
very much superior to those offered at 35 f- per barrel and, 
in his opinion, represented must better value for the extra 
2f5d. per barrel. The Committee noted and accepted this 
explanation. 

SANTRY COURT. 

The •Manager referred to Paragraph 21 of his report of 
20th ovember, 1952, to the Board, in the course of which 
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he had mentioned a proposal of the Dublin County Council 

to acquire a plot ofland at Santry Court for road widening. 

The plot in question had an area of one rood and 1,2.8 perches 

with a frontage on the main Swords Road and it partially 

overlapped a larger plot which it had been proposed to sell 

to the Clonliffe Harriers. Since the Minister for Health had 

informed the Board that the larger plot was valued by the 

Commissioner of Valuation at approximately £1,247 per 

acre, the Manager was prepared to recommend the sale of 

the smaller plot to the Dublin ·County Council at the same 

rate, viz., 1 rood and 12.8 perches for £41_1. 

'l'he Dublin County Council had pointed out that they had 

J~ever paid such a high price for land in their area, but, as 

the plot at Santry was urgently required for road widening, 

which must be completed before 31st ~farch, 1953, they 

were prepared to pay £411 for it, on the understanding that, 

i£ any comparable land at Santry Court should be sold at a 

lesser price per acre, tht Board would make an appropriate 

refund to the Council. 

The Manager informed the Agricultural Committee that 

he was prepared to accept that condition but that he would 

put a limit of five years to the period during which the Board 

would remain liable for a refund of any part of the purchase 

price. It would also be a condition of sale that the Council 

should rebuild the boundary wall on the new line of the road 

to the Board's satisfaction. 

Mr. T. O'Reilly proposed and :Mr. John Smithers 

seconded:-

'' That we recommend the sale to the Dublin County 

Council for road widening of a plot of land at .'autry 

Court comprising 1 rood and 12.8 perches or there-

.& 
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about for tbe sum of £411 on the conditions pro
posed by the ·Manager." 

Passed unanimously. 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

F A.LOONEB, DuBLIN~ 

DENIS LARKIN, 

Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 

Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No. 170. 

19th February, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental 
Board. 

BOARD -MEETING . 

Hospital 

• 
The stated monthly meeting of the Grangegorman Mental 

Hospital Board was held in the Boardroom, Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 19th February, 1953, Coun

cillor Denis Larkin (Chairman) in the Chair. The following 

members were also present :-

City of Dublin Representatives. -Alderman Thomas 

Byrne, T.D.; Councillors Dr. Richard Batterberry, M.A.; 

Mrs. Catherine Byrne; William J. Colman, P.C.; Timothy 

J. Murray, P.C.; Mrs. Kathleen Nix, P.C.; Mrs. O'Shea

Leamy, P.C.; Messrs. John Cahill, P.C.; William Chase, 

Thomas O'Reilly, John Smithers, Denis Finn, B.L.; Mrs. 

Essie 0 'Byrne and Mrs. Cecelia Keeble. 

County Dublin Representatives.- Councillors James 

Andrews, Sean Dunne, T.D.; Sean Taggart and Miss M. C. 

Ennis. 

County Wicklow Representati~: c11.- Councillors C. M. 

Byrne and Patrick McCarthy. 

.. 
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'.!41¥ Mi~~~ o~ , tA_~l&s.h ~eetiug of the Bot~rd (~eport 
•1" • 1t8 ot'rl-!t tJth-tr1b'MtY~ :hl..>3) were confirmed and s1gned . 

. \:.c,IH. , \!1 nll'l 1h'•\ 1\ Hli 

1 1.\o ·e~~l1:._!/f ther ~~~- ~ 1J'he Ho~~l. from 7th January 
!?, ~ ~4Q,.ruarj, ~,lVJs uil~I(~ ~ ftt~1~nd 
signed:-

.b'l£08 Males Females Total 

On Hospital Register on 7tb 
J anuury, 1953 1668 200:3 3671 

.\.dmitted to 18th February, 1951} . . . 63 75 138 

• r) /:lT~,bJ{a l n ~~-~ Uft EF-3-1--2-0_7_8 --3-8-09 

· Dlsdha~·geU 'to· - •l1IM(ls WmaTes To till 1r "Jill I d 1 ' 1 I 
18tn1!-Feb ~! ·1953 1 1 fJd f ' l!6 i 96 Jfl > ••• , fnt;oH I• rirJ?<Jll 

])fed tb l 1{io1.' r'· ., 20)1 l 13 as'.J ·If .'I •i•J"'t H f. 't J/ 
- ~c,tiped ' tbl' -ao. '> ·Jd·2 111 - 111 ' 2 ' 1 ~-·.1 .1 ,)9<1 ., lt31 

Remaining on Hospital Regist:e{! 16n''1 r---* J ' 1' 1 ' ilr"'"TTT 

1 tp Febr~ary1 . 1115_1} ,. 1 , . ·.·~· 116p9, dl20Jp 
1
,, 9678 

-~b en~ on tnl}l wd, e~Q~q OX\ 118tJ?, lJJ! H l ( T ,'Ill ·I 
Fehfu!lry,• 1953 l . 1 .. 11 i ... Jq ,,

1
i 8 J ,.. 

1
2u 

• umhl!r al:liually resicYent ·drl t 18th..- l ( . J.'l , '·· " r u.: .I. 
•F eb1•uury: .'1953, 'lls ,iper Motming ,~ 11.. : J.'l , '·('' ,,J 
!:lto.Mml:mtHB0ok" 1<£ •• ~. ·,w,~ . ,·,m~II -.nwn , ,, 8005 

. ,{, • u.:.1 I . l[ J,,, · 'I" tH (J ••i 'I DI TRusUTION. . . · 
"1. ·,~bet· of Patients in Grangegot'. \ lr l 

1 
httm . I ental Hospital · 1 I L ffi(j '" !278 r 20'88 

. -umber of Patients in Portmne 
:\Iental Ho!'!pitnl 

t I 
834 73q 1567 

1 ... 

'Pol:tl number resident n!'! abo~t\ 11 .. , 1 1{)~ ., '1 20~-~ 



Board Meeting 33 19th February, 1953 

CHARGEABILITY. 

City of Dublin 2724 

County of Dublin 532 

County Wicklow 335 

Criminal Lunatics 50 

Non-district patients 14 

TOTAL 3655 

AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 

Councillor W. J . Colman proposed and Mrs. C. Keeble 

seconded the adoption of Report .No. 169 of the meeting of 

the Agricultural Committee held on the 22nd January, 1953. 

Passed unanimously. 

That Report included a recommendation for the sale to the 

Dublin County Council for road widening of a plot of land 

at Santry Court comprising one rood and 12.8 perches or 

thereabouts for the sum of £411. Formal notice of the pro

posal to sell this land bad been sent by post to each member 

of the Board on the 3rd February, 1953, as required by 

Section 83 of the Local Government Act, 1946. 

REPd:RT · dF.' '±N-'f3:PE'cif'Idf.t. d·G'n~~:No'triooR~:AN'. 
''HI)'< tt Jtt'<Jfl'tf!lfJ.".J f.'f'J/ lotr -•f'l t/:.?ir/ I, • I 1·· 1 I' fl<• 

tdrm11 Ji tri~;.,.J Jr•· iwu 11 ,,., .,.1,.111 1 t1 14tn., JA'tl,'lf~TY· 1,9p3. 

1. An inspection was can'i~t:l"b\.lt l a't ' tlJ3h~e~an Men1ial 

! t';?s~·tal on Wednesdav, 1.4tb. January, 1953. Dr. Heffernan 

V . ,·rra· ~r,_,,,,~l ' "' •. ,,y r""'ih. 111;n.l. . , 't l"' .• . . · . _..~ t "h· 
., .,~ry m owe u ove li e aifleren aiVISlons ana b 1m 

l.w 1 't''1HI ~tl ~"' ~.,,Ft ,., fi.," J,.,,,.,., ,.. ! "'I ··riT <1 ''" 1 · 

1 e r urn .na s. 
)1 ff'Hfi;<J 'II I '·" ·.JIItl/1 .,,, !If> J,.,,.,ilf'• "'llllfl 1<111. ., • I 
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We started •at the Male Hospital, and No. 3 was first on 
ihe list. 

Here the patients had just been receiving treatment and were either going back to bed or were dressing to remain up 
for the rest of the day . 

Xo complaints were received and we had a good look round and suggest the ceiling and walls be put on the li ·t 
for painting, as they are very dirty. 

2. ln the larger ward we noticed one of the stoYes smoking 
<l great deal and suggest it is cleaned out more often, as with the burning of the turf briquettes the stove becomes clogged 
and this smoke cannot be good for the patients. 

3. In ~o. 5 upstairs we spoke to some of the patients, who are all very old and have been inmate~; for a number 
of years. 

'rhe only complaint we had here was from one of the mnle nurses, who told us the bathroom is not quite as convenient 
<IS it might be, but we think it would cost far too much to construct another bathroom. The wall in this ward needs painting. 

4. In passing through the dayroom we noticed the radio on a f;helf ver;y high up-not very convenient for the attendaut to " tune in." _\ t a more convenient height it would still be out of reach of the patients. 

5 . . \f; we entered the diningroom we saw Divisions 1 and 2 at lunch. 'fhe food seemed well cooked and helpings were 
Lu·ge nn<l much enjo;ved on the whole by the patients. 



Board .\[eeting 35 19th February, .1953 

Here we noticed two boys among the patients. One was a 

little boy about 9 or 10 and he looked very much out of place 

among the male patients. 

We do not think such boys should be in the Hospital, and 

we must keep pressing till the Government sets up school,; 

for such children. 

The walls and ceiling of the Dining Hall are in n bad 

,;t,lte and ought to be put on the list for re-decoration. 

6. The patients in No. 6 had just finished lunch and were 

cle-aning up. \\' e saw some Yery bad cases and one or two 

asked the usual question, " \Vhen cnn we get home?" 

7. After lunch we visited the Nurses' Home. The House

keeper informed us that some of the bedroom,; required 

redecomtion, as they had not been clone for yenrs. 

X ew curtains are badly needed, a,; those in use haYe been 

there ,;ince the Home wns built. 

8. Our next call was to the Female \Vorkroom, and we 

noticed that there were .adequate stocks of gooclR for the 

Staff. 

Going through the refractory division we snw some very 

bad cases, but some were able to m<lke complnints nbout 

various things which up,;et them. 

9. The Visiting Hall was very bright nnd cheerful but the 

lower portion of the walls need pnintina. 

In thC' ward for epileptic femnle patientR all seemed chef'r

ful and many were sitting around the room li. tf'ning to a 

fellow-patient playing the piano and entertnining quite a 

number, who joined in a ,;ong whenever it was familiar. 
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In a small, ·bright sittingroom we watched two patients having their first game of billiards and enjoying it immensely. They cordially invited us to " have a go," but we declined with thanks. 

CATHERINE BYRNE. 
DENIS FINN. 
JAMES ANDREWS. 

Order. Referred to Manager for report. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING COMMITTEES. 
The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and Portrane Visiting Committees for the ensuing period to the 19th :\larch, 1953, date of next meeting of the Board:-

GRAXGEGORMAN VISITING COMMITTEE. 
Councillor D. Larkin (Chairman). 

, C. M. Byrne. 
Miss M. C. Ennis. 

" Mrs. Kathleen Nix. 
PoRTRANE VISITING COMMITTEE. 

C'ouneillor D. Larkin (Chairman). 
W. J. Colman. 
T. J. ·Murray. 

~Ir. William Chase. 

MANAGER'S REPORT TO BOARD. 
18th February, 1953. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Board's Hospitals on 11th instant was:-



Board Meeting 37 19th February, 1953 

Males Females Total 

In Grangegorman 808 1277 2085 · 
In Portmne 835 733 1568 

1643 201.0 3653 
n s compared with :-

lth February, 1952 1603 1938 3541 
11th February, 1951 1573 1941 3514 
11th February, 1950 1568 ~917 3485 
11th February, 1949 1530 1847 3377 

thiR year's number being 11.2 more than on the corresponding 
date last year and 276 more than on the corresponding elate 
in 1949. 

\ 

2. The general condition of the Boarcl's Hospitals is 
reported by the •Chief R.M. S. and the Acting Branch R.M. S. 
to be satisfactory and the health of the patients normnl. 
There were no cases of zymotic disease amongst patienh; 
during the month. 

3 . Male patient J. B. (4294) escaped from a corridor of 
No. 5 DiYision at Grangegorman on the 22nd ultimo when 
be 'waR undergoing special treatment. He was brought back 
from his home within three hours. The Chief R.M.S. has 
been unable to discover by what means the patient escaped, 
but he has concluded that some member of the stnff muRt 
have left a door unlocked sufficiently long for the pntient to 
get out. The officer responsible for this omission baR not been 
identified, but each member of the staff concerned hn. been 
warned of the necessity for exerciRing the grentel'it care in 
l'iecuring exits from the Hospital. 

On the 25th ultimo female patient l\I. B. (5357) was found 
to he missing after Mass in the Hospitnl Chapel. She was 
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located at her home within a few hours and brought back to the hospital. The Chief R.·M. S. has enquired into the circumstances of this escape, which appears to have been due to a misunderstanding between the nurses responsible for bringing the patients to Mass. While he does not consider that they had been negligent, he has warned them that they must be more careful in future. 

~!ale patient J. F. (40424), a liberty patient, was missing from his ward at bedtime on the 19th ultimo. He was found at 2 a.m. sleeping in a shelter on the grounds. He was removed to the infirmary and attended to by a Medical Officer. 

Male patient P. E. (5181) failed to return off a 2-day pass on the 5th ultimo. All efforts to trace him have been unsuccessful so far. 

4. Accidents to Patients (Grangegorman).-On the 2nd ultimo female patient M. G. (5431), aged 91 years, slipped when getting out of bed and sustained an impacted fracture of the right humerus. She received medical attention and she is making reasonable progress, considering her age. On the 20th ultimo female patient H. MeG. (42479) became violent and impulsively broke a pane of glasR in the dayroom, inflicting a cut on her right wrist. She was attended to by a Medical Officer, who inserted three stitches in her writ. 

The Chief R.M. . assures me that no blame attaches to nny member of the staff in connection with these accidents, which have been duly reported to the Minister for Health. 
5. Accidents to Patients (Portrane).--On the 12th ultimo fpmale patient J. I. (36396), aged 64 years, was accidentally 
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knocked down by .another patient when returning from the 

general Dininghall after supper. She sustained a Colles 

fracture of the right wrist. The Acting Bmnch R.M.S. is 

satisfied that there was no negligence on the part of any 

member of the staff in connection with this accident, which 

has been duly reported to the Minister for Health. 

6. Accidents to Staff (Grangegorman).-Nurse J. H. was 

kicked on the left foot by a patient on the 27th ultimo aml 

has been off duty since the 29th. 

A number of other minor accidents to staff are reported 

which did not necessitate their going off duty. 

7. Accidents to Staff (Portrane).-Attendant G. Q. fell in 

the nurses' dininghall on the 20th ultimo .and sustained a 

Colles fracture of the right wrist. She will be off duty for 

some time. 

Temporary Attendant J. W. injured his knee when playing 

for the Hospital football team. He was off duty as a result 

from the 2nd to the 28th ultimo. 

T. E., farm labourer, injured his left foot with a manure 

fork on the 26th ultimo and has been off duty since that elate. 

A number of other minor accidents to nurses are reported 

which did not necessitate their going off duty. 

8. I regret to report the sudden death in Grangegorman 

on the 24th ultimo of Nurse Mary Murphy, aged 30 years. 

On the instructions of the Coroner, ·a po t-mort('m examin

ation was carried out, which did not reveal the cause of 

death. It is probable that an inquest will be held. 

9. With reference to the Inspection at Grangegormnn 

carried out on the 5th January by Councillors \Y. J. Colman, 

Richard Keane and Mr. John Cahill, I haV"e to report:-
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Item (i) The rauge referred to is a new H eatflow cooker which has only just ·been installed, and a. rack will be fitted to. it. 

Item (iii) As already reported, it is intended to t ransfer the patients from the wooden buildings at Grangegorman to Portrane when «dditional accommodation h as been provided by the conversion of Portrane House into u male division. The Architect has been instructed to proceecl with the preparation of preliminary plans for the conversion of Portrane House and the construction of a new residence for the Branch R.M.S. 
Item (iv) The question of providing an additional pressing machine in the laundry is under examination, and one will be purchased if it is shown that the output from the laundry has increased sufficiently to justify it . 
Item (v) It is proposed to repaint No. 25 Division during the coming year. 

10. With reference to the Inspection carried out at Portrane on the Srd December by Councillors Denis Larkin, William Lawless, Richard Keane and Mr. William Chase, I have to report:-

Item (ii) It has been arranged to transfer nurses to rooms having windows O;Pening on the outside of No. 1.0 Division. 

Item (iii) A rear exit door has been provided to the yard, together with ash and fuel bins. Separate milk and vegetable stores are also being provided and vegetables will be prepared for cooking in the scullery at the back of the kitchen. 
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· Item (iv) The kitchen and diningroom in No. 8 

Division will be painted at .an early dfl;te. 

Item (v) The division to which the Visiting Members 

refer appears to be No 9 and.not .No. · II. The plastering 

of ~he W.C. cubicles is in hands .at present and the 

sanitary a1mexes will be re~ovated when repairs are 

completed. · 

Working patients in No. 9 Division receive the following 

extra diet :-

One egg for breakfast; · 

Porridge for tea (the quantity of porridge allowed is 

three times that for other working patients); 

One oz. meat extra for dinner; 

Tea ·after dinner. 

Patients working as milkers receive two breakfasts, viz., 

tea. and bread and butter :before they go out and tea, 

bread and butter and two eggs when they return. 

Some patients in No. 9 Division .are allowed a sweet 

after dinner as a medical extra. The Acting Branch R.M.S. 

would not be in favour of giving an after-dinner sweet to 

the patients in No. 9 Division and ignoring the claims of 

patients in other divisions whose work is equally valuable. 

11. The final draft schedule of ·accommodation for the 

proposed new Admission Hospital at Grangegorman was 

submitted to the Department of Health for approval on the 

21st April last. On the 13th December a further communic

ation was sent to the Department .drawing attention to the 

delay in dealing with this matter. I have this month received 

from the Department a letter expressing regret at the delay 

nnd stating that the best means of providing the · proposed 
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new Admission Hospital are under active consideration and that a further communication will be . ent a. soon as possible. 

12. On the recommendation of the Chief R.~I. ., I haYe authorised the purchase, at a cost of approximately .£100, of eight small tables and 32 chairs for a small <lininghnll in No. 18 Female Division at Grangegorman. This is a departure from the usual pr.actice of s~ating patients at large tables on iron trestles. The new tables are covered with a plastic top and they should add consiclernbly to thP appearance of the small dininghall. 

13. In compliance with an instruction received from the Department of Health in October, 1950, a stock of drugs and dressings representing approximately one year's requirements was put on reserve in each of the Board's Hospitals. The total cost of the reserve stocks was about £9,500. Even with the greatest care it is difficult to prevent stocks of this kind from deteriorating or going out of date, and I have asked the Department of Health whether it is perii).issible to make withdrawals from the reserve stocks for current requirements until they are used up. 

14. On the recommendation of the .\rchitect and Consulting Engineer, I have accepted the tender of Electrical Enterprises Ltd. in the sum of £453 lOs. Od. for new switch gear and provision of outdoor lighting at the new ~Iale Viflitina Hall at Grangegorman. 

15. During the past month the following tenders have been accepted, being the lowest in each case:-



Board Meeting 43 19th February, 1953 

MR. s. PHILLIPS 

Replacing wood block flooring in 
No. 5 Division at Portrane for £320 1 7 

MoRACRETE LTD. 

500 concrete fence posts for Port-
rane Farm fG>r £225 0 0 

MIDLETON INDUSTRIES LTD. 

Two tractor trailers for £306 0 · 0 

M. Row AN & Co., LTD. 

15 tons Kerr's Pink Seed Potatoes @ £14 17 6 a ton 

JOSEPH HEALY 

3 tons cottonseed meal @ £38 1.0 0 a ton . 
LIVESTOCK FooDS LTD . 

3 tons cottonseed meal @ £38 10 0 a ton 

C. P. HACKETT & Co. 
Garden seeds for Grangegorman for £175 9 0 

I.A.W. SoCIETY 

Garden seeds for Portrane 

G. J. HoULIHAN 

F lour sifter for bakery at Grange-

for £123 19 0 

gorman for £90 0 0 

16. Early last month Messrs. Ganter Bros. applied for an 
increase in their contract charge for winding, regulating and 
keeping in order all the clocks in Grangegorman and Port
rane. The old contract charge was £138 per annum, and the 
increased charge claimed is £151 lOs. Od. This contract has 
always been carried out in a very satisfactory manner, and 
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as there have ·been increases in wages during the past year 
I have agreed to pay the higher rate now claimed. 

17. The rate of r~ad tax payable on the Board's fttrm 
tractors has hith~rto been £6 per annum each. The Finance 
(Excise D\ities) (Vehicles) Act, 1952, increased the rate of 
tax !or agricultural tractors to £8 a year, but provided that 
the special rate would apply only if farming were the only 
or chief occupation of the owner of the tractor. Since the 
Board's chief occupation is not farming, I have been advised 
by the Local Taxation Officer that its farm tractors will be 
taxed at ~he rate of £31 lOs. Od. each per annum from and 
including the current yeai'. As eight tractors are involved, 
the additional cost will be £204 per annum. 

18. The Department of Local Government has informed 
me that the Minister has fixed a sum of £300 as the fee pay
~'ble ' bJ' the Board for the audit of its accounts for the year 
ended 31st March, 1951, and I have authorised payment 
accordwg\y. ,-.1 1 , 

19. During the hall year ended 31st December, 1952, 
interestl! allow:edl by the Treasurer on the balances to credit 
of the Board's current accounts amounted to £473 1.2s. Od. 

20. Further to paragraplf 1f3' of my report of 8th January, 
I h I I t..ll • I •f I 'it);! • • ave outamed the a<lVICe of Mr. J. A. Kenny, Consultmg 
·Engib.Eier;.about the CQ.Q(j}i~ion 1 ;.afJ t.htt steam ·boilers at Port
rane. Mt, KeQnYil il161)01'~~~ ~11-ttJ !OJ.lJj .,of the boilers are in 
reasonablyugQed. c~nqiti!i>.Q 1 i8Jl{h r 1f\J! tJ;le 1~nstitution services 
could be maintaiA¥-H:>IJ. ·tluieil q~i,l.~~ ~. !l11r 1 except unusually 
hel\vy peak periC'da,r ihe. 1 i~ !J~ljisfi!l!l t ~'tlll!~ •• ~4e , ;:>Osition will be 

! quit~ a~~ , £o14;1tb§ r:Ul&a~ , l!qa!:\ogi . i\YtJiit\E; ifr 1~ree generally 
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with Mr. Kenny, it might be saf~r to order new boilers, and 

I have asked the Department ,of Health if the -Minister will 

approve of tenders being invited by public advertisement 
now. 

21 . I have received a letter from the Hon. Secretary .of 

"the ·Clonliffe , Harriers expressing regret that the proposal to 

purchase a plot of ground at Santry Court -~ust be aban

doned 'and thanking the Board for its consideration. 

22. The Board's Architect has advised me that the site 

selected for the new residence for the Br.anch R.M.S. at 

'j ~grt!'fli¥51 . ~~volves considerable expenditure on the provision 

TPt:f1 !jlj)Jfr NJ-P,l"q ,c
1
h to it and there is also the objection that 

.,.j:J,lft ~i!!id~1)F,I(H ]fif.\ rb,~. 1 too near to and will be overlo?~~dd~y 
,,:fpr~rane, 

1
• ~ om<e He has recommended the adoptiob. of 

:1 1"1. nTJI n~rl J 17 I" !"I' 1[+JJ I< 1 

1 W:lf?1i~~r1 s·t,fil _on1the main driveway between Pqrtrane .n(:J'use 
~ · 1 t1 ( lfl'lll/1 f(J I)'J J.l f":Jl l f· ' l 'ltf•'fl_"ff j 

-1 i\Pr~, t9oy .front antranc_e gate
1 

\.Vhich I consiaer IS more sUit-
. j, flTillfl>/: I>' II ?1- 11 ! l'Jl ( l"f(J((III lJo. '•II'> f llli" 

.·io~M~n ~ .;~\Jl, ·uhmip ;l s_ite .o an Jor inspectwn ,at ,line meeli g 
f th B

' I 1;o.Yur1. 10 I'-ll> 1'\ II 'Jfi<J I; h11u ) !>'•tfJ <''i l<J 
o e oard. ' ~ 

1
•'•-iT ,_. J 'lfi.'J, '_ ,'f J>. IIOiJ:.l~~i<U~ . 'JrJt ·(Jt ••.:.JII'>'f ,}•n rlt // .iJ 
•111 ~~( J.',}nt},fol~o;wmg, .a1:e rtwuJars or t11e results ooliihned 
. . th J ,n-;t ,,l r N,,.nl:·,.,.rr :.Jf!JJO ) t d r·s ~u ~t ,,l.btr ' AL!" ..i-l "' d 
m e . e '1 rn·s ~ xa 1 a pn · ew y n nor 
,,
1 

- .. Mt!l?Jr u 'l't :lf~ .r tvJWlt . f ·~~r >~u· '>It"' 'I .If. . 1 

-"'- trana1s m December las :-
1 ''' 1 ' Th'i'rty~ t .ci' GritJg~gol!m~tf 1&-Hdili~E!s ·•r(~' ~~~~ ·· h'nd 28 

female attendants) sat for the PreliminarydEtfunination, of 

rl Whom tltlt "vera-imoe.es~Ul 1 (Jl *I e1 flncl, :Ja wRtal~ ·,atteR-~ants). 

S~'Tfenttlen l.enndidadl~···(8Hinb.a~ J:)I{q iJ~ A~m.a~1 , (;ltt$lpsl.apts I 
·mJ~'fiP."-) sn~ 4'm .t.l!e li'inal Ji'.yami~tion of whom 15 were 

> T :ff 1 fOl ~mt r,»(ll t r f'">fi)ff C)[jf {• /tj}(I)J·Jifl f~ J n 
1 e · '"' a 8 fe ale a tenaants a a nurses . 1-fll.J!WJ ~ffi~~/r WA~ t:}.lf,~ ;>Jwffi r·<J 'J lll':.lllfl 'I·,, ~ l•· .,,J 
J;:.si Fidlteen..illbl"W~~~<lnAid~;tte!f 1(P, ,.walft) aml. r~ ff)Jilj.a.l~ ~~tfilnd

"'1®ts)c aJt •foi~ 1 ,th~ ril_i!~liWi~I.IJzy; 1 ;J?.,~I¥-W-!timh ~9111w,li\<;>~ 7. were 

succes illl iq3 ma'161op<l ._lt .f~Pl<'l1~ q;t~leH!l.ljt ~. 1 ~i¥~ •. 9~Adi~ates 
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(5 male and 4 female attendants) sat for the Final Examin

ation, of whom 8 were successful (5 male and 3 female 

attendants) . 

JOHN P. KEANE, 

Dublin Assistant City Manager. 

MANAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO BOARD. 

19th February, 1953. 

24. Since 12th ultimo 53 male and 66 female patients were 

admitted, total 119. One hundred and ten of these were 

chargeable patients, of whom 62 were temporary, 35 were 

voluntary and 13 were Persons of Unsound Mind. Seven 

Private Patients were admitted, of whom 6 were voluntary 

and one temporary. One patient was also admitted by Order 

of the High .Court and one by Order of Minister for Jus tic e. 

25. With reference to the inspection at Portrane carried 

out on 7th January by Councillors Mrs. Catherine Byrne, 

C. M. Byrne and Mr. T. O'Reilly, I have to report:-

ltem iii. The kitchen in No. 9 Division will be painted 

at ;ill early date. 

Item iv . The floor in this diningroom is saturated with 

grease and water .and it will be replaced next summer. 

The unsuitability of the Board's Hospitals for the treat

ment of these juvenile patients has .been pointed out to 

the Department of Health from time to time. The last 

occasion was on 24th September, 1949, and a reply was 

received that the matter was under consideration. 
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On 5th December, 1951, members of the Special Build

ing Committee carried out a special inspection at Po~trane 

and recommended (inter alia) the conversion of the old 

laundry .building adjacent to No. 10 Division into a new 

division capable of accommodating 30 to 40 children. This 

recommendation was submitted for .the approval of the 

Minister for Health on 28th January, 1952. 

Item v . The 'Chapel' dayroom is painted at frequent 

intervals but it is difficult to keep it clean. The room was 

completely re-floored about two years ago. The recon-· 

struction of this section has been suggested from time to 

time, but no scheme has been prepared so far. 

It em vii. The patients have been given a party and a 

whist drive is being arranged. 

26. On the recommendation of the Agricultural Manager, 

I have accepted the following tenders for farm supplies, 

being the lowest received in each case :-

THOMAS MAcKENZIE & SoNs, LTD. 

One Winder Steed windproof loader for £525 2 3 
(plus carriage) 

T. B. LocKE & SoNs 

H.1 Ryegrass, 1,026 lbs. 

Cocksfoot S .37, 685 lbs . 

for 

" 

ImsH .-\GRICULTURAL WHOLESALE SociETY, LTD. 

£57 5 1 
£65 11 0 

Italian Ryegrass, 1,026 lbs . for £ 35 10 0 

Broad Red Clover , 456lbs. £ 57 0 0 

~ew Zealand Mother 'White Clover, 

171 lbs. 
Ymer Seed B arley, 10 brls. 

" 
£30 13 0 
£58 0 0 
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Imported Attle seed wheat 10 brls. 
Pedigree Attle seed wheat, l barrel 

D~DIS & DUNNS SEE~S, LTD. 

Hunsballe X Fodder beet seed, 

19th Pebmary, 1953 

for 

" 

£58 15 0 
£8 0 0 

220 lbs. for £24 15 0 

27. On the last visit of the Forestry Inspector from the 
Department of Lands to Portrane, he recommended that a 
number of trees growing on the Forestry Plantation be cut 
down, and there are a number of mature trees along the 
avenue of Reilly's Hill which the Agricultural Manager 
recommends should be felled also. A licence has been 
obtained from the Department of Lands for the felling of 291 
trees, subject to the usual condition that 1,800 young trees 
will be planted. The timber obtained by felling the mature 
trees will be used for commercial purposes and firewood in 
the institution. 

JOHN P. KEA~E. 

Dublin Assistant City J[anager. 

Order. Par. 25. Ask Department of Health for an early 
decision on the proposal submitted in January, 1952, for the 
conversion of the old laundry building at Portrane into a 
division for children. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

T~etter dated 4th February, 1953, from the Clerk to the 
ouncil, Corporation of Dublin, advising that the Dublin 

City Council at its meeting on the 2nd February had 
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reappointed Councillor W. P. Donohoe, P.C., as a member 
of the Board. Noted. 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

FALCONER, DU•BLIN. 

DENIS LARKIN, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S. 





51 

Report No. 17 I. 
26th February, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Committee was held in the 

Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 

26th day o£ February, 1953, Councillor Denis Larkin (Chair

man) in the Chair. Also present: Councillors James Andrews, 

C. :\1. Byrne, Miss :\1. C. Ennis, Gilbert Hughes, William 

Lawless ·and Mr. John Smithers. 

REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 

26th February, 1953. 

1. Purcha8l'd Uow,q and .\fill> Supplie11.-Since my lnst 

report of 22nd January, 1953, eight tuberculin tested cows 

were purchased, costing £528 lOs. Od., an average of 

£66 ls. 3d. each. 

With the purchase of the above milch cows, milk . upplies 

han' been fully maintained at Portrane. A shortage of 15 

gallons occurred ut Grangegorman for n period of uine clays. 

This was met by purcha e prior to the milk st1·ike nncl during 

the . trike by the isc;ue of milk powder. 
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At the moment milk supplies are well up and are sufficient 
to meet full requirements. I anticipate that there will be no 
shortage until May next. 

The total daily production from 259 cows is 525 gallons, 
or approximately two gallons per cow. 

2 . .\fa.stitis.-The incidence of mastiti in the Dairy Herd 
is somewhat similar to that pertaining for some time past. 
Sonw cases are occurring and most are responding to treat
ment. 

HPcently a few cases of Black Spot on the teat have 
oecurred :t!l(l thi:; is a most difficult disease to treat, 
wterinary ·aiel being practically of no avail. A few of the 
qu:ntPr,.; haYe cleared up satisfactorily but in the majority 
of cases the quarter is ultimately lost. 

3 .. ·I rt ijicia/ l11.~em i11at ion.-.\rtificial Insemination is pro
gres:-; ing satisfactoril~-- A good aYerage number of cows are 
prm ing in c.alf. .\II cows from last season are calving down 
satisfactoril,'. 

4. Gra.~-~.-Urm:.s is extremely scarce on all farms with 
the exception of the new pastures, which are showing some 
growth m·N the pnst week. 

'l'lw Spring mnnming of the grasslands has commenced 
nncl to date 70 acres haYe been dressed with a complete 
mixtmP according to <leficiencies ns ascertained on the recent 
. un·ey . 

. \ qunntity of lime hn been purchased and is being applied 
ns conYenient to some of the fields on the Portrane Farm. 
Some <lifficulty wus experienced with our manure distributor 
in nppl~· ing this, as the machine is not capable of supplying 
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the full quantit,y, per acre, required, which in some cases is 

up to three tons. The capacity of the distributor is about one 

ton per acre and consequently it is necessary to go over the 

fields at least twice. To date 33 acres have l'eceived the 

specified dressing of its lime requirements. 

:Further soil analyses have been received in respect of the 

Portrane, Turvey and Ballymastone farms. P.ractically all 

fields on Portrane Farm require lime with the exception of 

the Swamp fields. In the case o£ Ballymastone, some fields 

require none, others only a moderate dressing. The deficiency 

on this farm is not so marked as on Portrane. The fields in 

the lower section of the Turvey Farm have been sampled 

and practically all are showing a lime deficiency of approx

imately two tons per acre. 

A general potash deficiency is also showing on all farms. 

The phosphates content of the soils is relatively high. 

5. Crops.-During the fine weather in the beginning of 

February, it was found possible to sow the balance of the 

\\'inter \\'heat-approximately twenty-one statute acres, 

making a total of thirty statute acres ~£ this crop sown. 

The application of the farmyard manure to the grasslands 

and the ploughing o£ same has been in progress ~or the past 

month. Approximately forty acres have been dressed to date, 

thirty acres of which have been ploughed. 

6. Silagc.-'l'he silo pits at Turvey and Portrane have 

turned out Rati factorily and the material is of good quality, 

being readil~- consumed by all stock to which it i fed. 

7. Santry.-Tbe following d~y stock are on the farm at

Santrv: 10 dry and in-calf cows and 65 calves. 
' ' 
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These are all housed at night and are running on the 
pastures during the day. 

No soil sampling or manuring bas been carried out on this 
farm so far. 

0 rdcrs made thereon: 

JAMES HAYES, 
Agricultural Manager. 

Par. 1. Further consideration of special reports on milk 
3ields deferred to next meeting. 

Pars. 2 to 7. ~oted. 

REPORT OF HEAD GARDENER. 
PORTRANE. 

26th February, 1958. 
1. lVinter Crops.-The area remaining under winter 

vegetable i :-

4-! acre l:iaYoy cabbage, 5 acres broccoli, 1! acres Swede 
turnips and 1! acres leeks. 

There are lt tons of onions in storage. 

2. The 'pring cabbage crop is quite promising and two 
.ucres of the early V<lriety Rbould reach maturity liy the first 
week in .\ pril. l nm at the moment dressing some of this 
.crop with • 'ulphate of .\mmonia. 

3 . . lutum11 ()11iou.~.-The weeding of this crop has been 
eompletPd. 

4 . . \bout 2.i acre,; of gmund IHwe been ploughed during 
the pn"t month. 
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5. Kitchen and Reclaimed Gardens.-A large portion of 

the gardens have ,been manured and prepared for Spring 

sowings. The first sowing of early peas was carried out this 

week. 

GRANGEGORMAN. 

The pruning, spraying and manuring of fruit trees was 

completed in the last week. All idle ground is ploughed in 

readiness for Spring tillage. Small sowings of peas and beans 

were made during the past week. Recreation grounds, flower 

beds and shrubberies are in good order. 

A. WOLOH AN, 

Order. Noted. Head Gardener. 

APPOIN'L'MENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 

The following were appointed to inspect the Board 's 

Parms and Gardens during the ensuing period to date of 

next meeting:-

Councillor Deni~:; Larkin (Chairman). 

James Andrews. 

, \Villiam Lawless. 

Mr. John Smithers. 

E. :\1. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

DENIS LARKI~ , 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M .S. 
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Report No. 172. 
19th Marcil, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

BQ_\..RD MEETING. 

'l'he stated monthly meeting of the Urangegormau ~leutal 

Hospital Board w;1s held iu the Boardroom, Grangegonnan 

Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 19th day of March, 1D53, 

Councillor C. M. Byrne (Vice-Chairman) in the Chair. The 

following members were also present:-

City of Dublin Beprcsentatives.- Aldermen Dr. C'ormac 

Breathnach, T.D., and Bernard Butler, T.D.; Councillors 

Mrs. Catherine Byrne, William J_". Colman, P.C.; Bemard 

Conway, Peadar Co'Yan, T.D.; Richard C. Keane, T. J. 

:Y.Iurray, P.C.; Mrs. Kathleen Nix, P.C.; Messrs. John 

Cahill, P.C.; William Chase, Thomas O'Reilly, Richard 

Lawless, John Smithers, Mrs. Essie O'Byrne, Mrs. Cecelia 

Keeble . 

County Dublin Bepresentati11es.- Councillors James 

Andrews, Sean Taggart, Miss l\1. C. Ennis. 

County Wici.·Jow Representatives .-councillors \V illiam 

Lawless and Patrick McCarthy. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Coun

cillor Denis Larkin (Chairman), Alderman Thomas Byrne, 

'!.'.D., and Mr. Denis Finn, B.L. 
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The minutes of la::;t meeting of the Board (Heport Xo. 

170, 19th February, Hl3iJ) were confirmed aud sigucd . 

. \ retum of the state of the Hospital from 1t!th l•'ebruary 
to 18th :March, 1930, a::; undet:, was submitted and ::;igoed:-

l\Iales Females Total 

On Hospital Regi::;ter 011 18th Feb-
ruary, 1953 1639 2019 1:1678 . 

Admitted to 18th :\Iarcb , 1953 42 52 94 

1701 2071 3772 

Males Females Total 

Discharged 
18th Murch, 1953 2 29 57 

Died to do . 12 6 18 
Escaped to do. 40 35 75 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 
18th March, 1953 1661 2036 3697 

Ab ·ent on tt·ial and escape on 18th 
':\Inrch , 1953 18 21 39 

X umber actually t·esident on ;18th 
':\larch, 1933, as per Morning 
Statement Book 1643 2015 3658 
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DISTRIBUTION. 

-umber of Patients in Grange-

gorman :\!ental Hospital 815 1284 20()() 

X umber of Patients in Portrane 

Mental Hospital 828 1559 

Total number resident as above 1.643 2015 3658 

CHARGEABILITY. 

City of Dublin 2724 

~~~~D~~ ~ 

~~~w~~ ~ 

Crim~al Lunatics 49 

Non-district patients 12 

ToTAL 136.38 

AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 

Councillor T. J. ~'Imray proposed and Councillor Mrs. K 

Xix seconded the adoption of Report No. 171 of the meeting 

of the .\gricultural Committee held on the 26th February, 

1953. Passed tmanimously. 

REPORT OF I~SPECTIOK, PORTR.\KE. 

23rd February, 1%3. 

1. Accompanied by Dr. Hegarty, Acting Branch R.:\I.R. , 

we visited No.8 Dormitory, Kitchen and Visiting Hall. We 

uoted with atisfaction the improvement cau ed by the 
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general cleaning up aud painting. 'l'he altemtiou~ iu the 
lavatory were much nee(led and thi~ work is progre~sing 
satisfactorily. The Yisitiug Hall would be much impro,·ed by 
a separate entrance for visitors also if some form of 

receptacle were pro\·ided for brushes and scrubs. 

In the dormitory ~lUll.) of the mattresses appeared to be 

in bad condition and need repair and re-covering. 

2. In Xo . 11 Female DiYision we found the patieuts con

tented, but the usual applications were made for release . In 
the Dining Hall lunch was being served. 'l'here was a 
plentiful supply for tdl. It was well cooked and the service 

was good. 

3 . When passing through the main building we visited the 
bakery as the ovens were being prepared for the final batch. 
\\"e believe that the installation of a modern draw-plate 
electrical oyen would give much better service and would be 

economical and labour saving. 

4. \Yhile passing through the general kitchen we saw 
much activity in preparation for the mid-day meal. In the 
main dining hall dinner was being served to the female 
patients, and the service and attention was all that could 
be desired. The food was good, well served, plentiful and 
nice and hot. Interviews with the patients were much in 
demand and many letters were received, which were handed 

to the R.M.S. for his attention and observation. 

5 . . \fter lunch we paid a general visit to the Workshop 
Yard and some of the workshops. In geneml, the patients 
were quite contented and giving good service. In the Tailor's 
8hop we noticed the new pressing machine, but discovered 
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that it is in service only two da~· s n week owing to the supply 
of steam. The old iron heating store has not been replaced 
although many reports 'have been mnde as to its condition. 
The new tractor repair unit and equipment has proved satis
factory and economical. 

6. At the conclusion of our Yisit, we discussed many 
matters with our Chief Engineer, ~Ir. Chalmers. 

Our best thanks are clue to Dr. Hegarty for his help during 

our visit. 
(Signed): W. CHASE. 

T. "MURRAY. 
WM. J. COL~AN. 

Order. Refened to Manager . 

. \PPOIKT~IEXT OF VISITING CO:YIMITTEES. 

The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 
Portrane Yisiting Committees for the ensuing period to 16th 
.\pril , fltlte of next meeting of the Bonrd:-

0RAXGEGOR)!AX VrsiTI::-<G CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor Denis Larkin (·Chairman). 
W. J. Colmnn. 
T. J. )fUl'l'H:. 

)Irs. Essie O'Byrne. 

l'onTRAx~: VJSITixG Co~mnTTn: . 

Councillor Denis Lnrkin (t'hairmnn). 
Mrs. O'Rhen Lenmy. 

)lr . .John Cahill. 
)fr. Thoma O'Reilly. 
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:MANAGER'S REPORT TO BOARD. 

13th March, 1953. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Board's 
Hospitals on :LOth instant was:-

Males Females Total 

In Grangegorman 808 1284 2092 
In Portrane 828 727 1555 

TOTAL 1636 2011 3647 
as compared with:-

lOth ~larch, 1952 1617 1944 3561 
lOth March, 1951 1570 1939 3509 
lOth J\Tarch, 1950 1574 1929 3503 
lOth ~iarch, 1949 1528 1856 3384 

this year's number being 86 more than on the correspondin¥ 
date last ~·ear and 263 more than on the corresponding date 
in 1949. 

2. 'l'he general condition of the Board's hospitals is 
reported b~- the Chief R.11.S. and the Branch R.J\1.8. to be 
satisfactory nnd the health of the patients normal. 'rbere 
were no caRes of zymotic disease amongst patients during 
the pnRt month. 

3. On the 20th ultimo male patient P. B. (35307), aged 
57 ~·e;trx, became ill sudden!~· in Ko. 8 Division at Portrane. 
He WnR attended to by a Medical Officer and died within 
11 Rh01t time. The Coroner was notified but did not deem an 
inque. t necessary. The cause of death was certified to be 
myocarditi!'i. 
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4. On the 17th ultimo male pnticu~ .E. \\'. (5172) broke 

away from a group of patients at Grangegorman who were 

being brought back to the ward <1fter dinner and escaped b,v 

climbing over the boundary wall. He was brought back from 

his home within half an hour Hncl was found to be suffering 

from a f1·<tcture of the right os cnlcis. The Chief R.~.S. 

assmes me that no blame attaches to any member of the 

staff in connection with this escape. 

On the 31st January female patient P. T. (3507) 

escaped on her way to breakfast b;1 breaking a pane of glass 

on the stainvay at Portrane. She was recaptured after about 

20 minutes and on examination bv a Medical Officer was 

found to have suffered no injury. Tl~e Acting Brnnch R.l\I.H. 

assures me that no blame attaches to an;r member of the 

staff in connection with this incident. 

5. Xo serious accidents to patients in Grangegorman or 

Portrane were reported cluring the past month. 

6. Accidents to Staff (Grangegorman).-Male Nurse .J. D . 

was off duty from the 27th February to the 2nd March with 

an injury to his right wrist sustained b~· slipping on the floor 

in the nurses dininghall. 

A number of other minor accidents to nmses were reported 

which did not necessitate their going off duty . 

7. Accident11 to Staff (Portt-nne).-~Iale Xur. e J. C. 

received an injury to his no>;e while pl<1,dug a hul'ling match 

with the hospitnl team on the 2.'lth .);tHUnr~· · H e hncla minor 

ope1·ation cnnied out in St. Laurence ' ,.: Hm;pital nne! wnl' off 

clut~· from the ~nd to the 5th Februnr.'· as a re ult. 
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Nurse ~I. M. pierced her finger with a sewing machine needle on the 4th February and an X-ray examination showed that several minute fragments of metal remained in her finger. She received hospital treatment and was off duty from the 4th to the 1.3th ultimo inclusive. 
Attendant K. F. caught a finger of her right hand in the door of a steamer in the general kitchen on th~a 2nd February. She received medical treatment and was off duty for ten days. 

A number of other minor accidents to nurses are reported which did not necessitate their going off duty. 

8. With further reference to paragraph 8 of my report of the 13th February, the City •Coroner held an inquest on the 4th March into the death of Nurse Mary Murphy at Grangegorman on the 24th January. The jury returned a verdict in accordance with the medical evidence, viz., that death was due to a fnll which brought on congestion of the lungs and, combined with the shock, led to heart failure. There was no Rnggegtion of negligence on the part of any person attached to the hoRpitnl. 

9. \\"ith reference to the Inspection at Grangegorman carrietl ont by Councillors ::\irs. Catherine Byrne and James _\ndrew~-; nnd ~h. Deni Finn on the 14th JanuarY, I have to report :- · 
Considrrntion will be given to the inclusion in the coming year's painting programme of the redecoration of thP pnrtR of the hogpital referred to in paragraphs (1) , (:J ). (.i ), ('i) nnd (9) . 
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The stove referred to in paragraph (2) has been cleaned 

and is burning satisfactorily. 'J'be position of the radio in 

:No. 10 Dayroom is being altered as suggested in paragraph 

(4). 

The curtains in the ~ urses Home have been in use since 

the Home was built and estimates will be obtained with a 

view to purchasing new curtains during the coming 

financial year. 

10. On Sunday, 22nd Februar;y, the Father ~Iatthew 

Players visited Portrane and gaye a performance of their 

pantomime. The entertainment was greatly enjoyed by the 

patients, and the best thanks of the Board are due to the 

Players, who go to so much trouble to make this ;mnual 

function a success. 

11. On the recommendation of the Clerk of Work., I ha\'!' 

nuthorised the purchase of a hot pre s for the male kitchen 

nt Grnngeaorman from Messrs. :\1 abbott and Co., Ltd., for 

0013, less 10 per cent., being the lowe~t of ~ix tenders 

obtnined for this article. The cost of the hot pre<; will be 

defra,vecl out of the loan of £4,000 for bakery and kitchen 

equipment which was approYed by the Board on the 18th 

DPcember last. 

12. The City of Dublin (Exten"ion of Bound<ll',Y) Pro

Yisional Order, 1953, made b,Y the :\Iinif;tPI' for Locul 

CJoYemment, transfers from Count." Dublin to Dublin City 

parts of •Coolock, Drumcondrn Hum!, Finglas nnd Howth 

Rural Electoral Divisions on thP north side of the Cit~ and 

parts of C'londalkin, Palrnerstown. Rnthfarnharn mul 'f'el'l'-
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nure Electoral Division · on the south side , subject to con
firmation by Act of the Oireachtas. The Order will probably 
come into force on the 1st April, 1953, and on that date 
patients in the Board's Hospitals who are ordinarily resident 
in the areas named above will become chargeable to the City 
of Dublin instead of to the County of Dublin. _\. list of such 
patients will be prepared and agreed with representatives of 
the Corporation and the County CounciL It is probable that 
the number of patients to be transferred will be between 40 
and 50, and the change in the classification of that number 
will substantially reduce the proportion of the Board's 
expenditure chargeable to County . Dublin. 

13. In Kovember, 1951, it was agreed to let the old 
banqueting hall at Santry Court to the North County 
Battalion, Forsa Cosanta Aitiuil, for use as a training hall. 
at a rent of 7 f8d. a week. The Battalion did not proceed 
with this proposal because the hall was considered to be in 
too bad a state of repair. They now wish to rent three rooms 
on the ground floor of the south wing of the mansion on the 
same conditions, and I have agreed to do so. 

14. In the Male Hospital building at Grangegorman there 
are two sets of apartments for Assistant Medical Officers. 
The mailer of them, on the ground floor, is occupied by a 
sino]e doctor , and the larger, which comprises the first and 
second floors, had been occupied by a married doctor. 
Accommodation is required for three unmarried Assistant 
~'l:cdical Officers, and the Clerk of \Yorks is preparing a 
scheme for the conversion of the two sets of apartments into 
three self-contained flats at a cost of approximatel;v £500, 
which include;:; the complete redecoration of the first and 
second floors, a well as certain structural repairs . I have 
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approved of this recommendation, which will provide suit

able accommodation for the permanent medical officers at 

Grangegorman not already proYided with a house or flat. 

15. Further to paragraph 20 of my report of the 13th 

February last, I have been adYised by the Department of 

Health that the Minister is not prepared to approYe the 

invitation of tenders for new steam boilers nt Portrane until 

the Consulting Engineer's full report on the mechanical ancl 

electrical services has been submitted. On enquiry from the 

Consulting Engineer as to the progress of his report, I haYe 

been informed that the member of the firm who was working 

on it was injured in a motor accident just before Christmas. 

The completion of the report has accordingly been delayed . 

The Consulting Engineer has promised to do everything in 

his power to have the report completed at an early date. 

16. The Clerk of 'Vorh hns reported on the condition of 

the glasshouses ih the garden at Snntry Court. 'l'wo metal

framed houses are in good condition and he recommends that 

the.'· be painted. There are two wooden houses, one of which 

is in fair condition, and he recommends that it be glazed 

and painted; the other is in very poor condition and is not 

worth repairing. I have approved of his recommendation that 

three of the houses be painted and glazed where necessar.Y , 

nnd I have directed that the minimum repairs only are to be 

carried out to the fourtL one. 

17. The Chief Veterinary Officer of the Dublin Count.Y 

Council has reported on an inspection which he made nt 

Portmne on the 2nd ~larch. He found evidence of rat infest

ation nt wide].' sepamted point. and he considers thnt 

disinfestation will be a heavy and prolonged task requiring 

the constant attendance of a competent per on for a couple 
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of months. On his recommendation, I ha\·e approved of the 
employment of a former Health Inspector of the Dublin 
County Council for a period not exceeding two months, who 
will carry out this work under the supervision and direction 
of the Chief Veterinary Officer. 

18. I reported last month that the road tax on the Board's 
agricultural tractors had been increased from £6 to 
£31 lOs. Ocl. per annum, with effect as and from the 1st 
January last . It has since been found possible to arrange 
that four of the Board's eight tractors will not be used for 
road haulage and these four will qualify for road tax at the 
rate of 5/ - each. This arrangement will reduce to some extent 
the amount of increased tax payable on the tractors as a 
whole. 

19. Tenders were recently invited for the supply of 250 
tons of house coal for Grangegorman, and fourteen were 
received. The Clerk of Works obtained a number of samples 
of the coal offered and recommended the purchase of 75 tons 
of American coal each from :\Iessrs. Doherty and Donnelly 
at £6 Ss. Od. a ton and 100 tons of Lancashire coal from 
Tedcastle McCormick and Co. at £5 5s. ld. per ton, less 
3f9d. per ton for taking delivery ex ship, as representing 
the best value of the coals offered. 

I have also authorised the Chief Engineer at Portrane to 
pmchase sample loads of steam coal slack for test at prices 
ranging from £5 7s. Od. a ton to £5 12s. 6cl. a ton. 

20. The Creamery Butter and Butter Boxes Order, 1953, 
and the Butter (Maximum Price) Order, 1953, increaRed the 
maximnm priCE'R of creamer" buttE-r bY 4d. n lb aR nnrl from 
the 1st ~I arch, Hl53. I ha~e approv~d of a cm-reRponcling 
incrE-ase in the contract prices for the supply of butter to 
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Urangegorman and Po~·trane as provided for in the terms of 

the contracts. 

21. On 17th July, 1952, the Board adopted a recom

mendation of the .\gricultural Committee authorising the 

additional expenditure involved in an increase of 5 I- a week, 

with effect from 21st January, 1032, in the wages of its 

adult farm workers. 'l'his inurease had been claimed by the 

l?ederation of Run1l \\' orkers on the strength of an agree

ment made by the Agricultural Association of Ireland grant

ing a similar increase to farm workers employed by their 

members. It was approved by the Minister for Health and 

paid in October, 1952. 

In paragraph 19 of my report Lo the meeting of the Board 

on lOth June, 1952 (at which this claim was first con

sidered), I pointed out that the Board was already payiug 

51- a week more than the new minimum rate agreed by the 

Association and 7 18d. more than the minimum rate fixed by 

the Agricultural \\'ages Board, and I expressed a doubt a 

to the Board's farms being able to maintain the payment 

of wage rates in excess of those fixed by agreement for the 

bulk of employers in the Dublin .\rea. At the date of my 

report the Farm Account for the year ended 31st ::\larch, 

1952, h<td not been completed, but it has since been shown 

that there was a net loss for the year of £187. 

On 13th September, 1952, I received an application for a 

further 51- a week increase from 23rd :\ ugu t ba eel on 

another agreement made with the "\gricultural .\ssociation 

of Ireland on 19th August, 1952. Confirmation of thi a..,ree

ment was not obtained until 21st ultimo. The following table 

shows the relati\·e positions of the Board's fnrm worket·s if 

this increase is granted:-
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Ajp·. Wages Boaru Agric. Assocn. q.~1.H. Board Age Group Minimum Rates Minimum Rates Mmtmum Rates 

20 years and over £4 10 0 £4 10 0 £5 0 0 
19 years £4 10 0 £4 10 0 £4 15 0 

The cost of crrautincr au increase of 51- a week to adult 0 0 

farm labourers from 19th ."\.ugust, 1952, would l.Je approxim-
ately £500 in the current financial year aud £750 a year 
thereafter. 

On 17th ultimo (and before I had obtained from the 
Federation of Rural \Yorkers confirmation of the agreement 
with the Agricultural Association for the increase of 5 I-) I 
received a copy of a new demand which had been served ou 
the Agricultural Association for a further increase of 16 I- a 
week. In view of this new demand, it would appear 
necessary for the Board seriously to consider its position 
before agreeing even to the increase of 5/- claimed from 
August, 1952. Since the Farms showed a loss for the last 
financial year, it is obviously unreasonable to maintain a 
wage rate in excess of that fixed by agreement between farm 
employers and employees in County Dublin. I am aware 
that the Board's basic rate has been for some years ten 
shillings higher than the agreed local rate, but it is necessary 
now to iace the fact that the maintenance of this differential 
can hardly be justified. In all the circumstances and par
ticularly having regard to the loss for the year ended 31.st 
~larch, 1952, I think it desirable to await the outcome of 
negotiations between the Federation of Rural \Yorkers and 
the Agricultural Association of Ireland on the recent claim 
for 161- a week, before agreeing to any alteration in the 
rate at present in operation on the Board's farms . 

JOHN P. KEANE, 
Dublin Assis-tant City .'fanager. 



Board Meeting 71 19th March, 1953 

~L'>X~\UEB ' S SUPPLE~IK~\'l'AL HEPORT TO BO~'>RD. 

l!lth March, 1953. 

22. Since 16th ultimo 44 male and 4t:! female patients were 
atlmittecl , total 92. Eight,v~nine of these were chargeable 
patients, of whom 47 were temporary, 22 were Yoluutary , 
and 20 were Persons of Unsound l\Iind . One private 
temporary patient, one b.'· order of the Minister for Justice, 
and oue under Section 208 of the ~Iental Treatment ~\ct, 

1945, were also admitted. 
23. The following tenders were accepted for general 

supplies Juring the period euding 30th September, 1953:
P-rice 

FRANK QUINN. 

Pt·ime Deef d / d Grangegorman 
Mutton 
Sheep Liver 
Mutton Cutlets 

DowDALL O'MAHONY & Co., LTD. 

Irish Creamery 

£10 0 8 cwt. 
£U13 4, 

2 10 lb. 
3 0 lb. 

April, 1952 
£9 13 8 cwt. 
£1118, 

2 3 lb. 
2 6 lb. 

Butter d / d Grangegorrnan £22 5 6 cwt. £15 17 4 cwt. 
less 10/ ~ cwt. for empty boxes returned 

JOHN CLARKE & SONS, LTD. 

Irish Creamery 
Butter d / d Portrane £22 6 2 cwt. £15 17 10 cwt. 

less 10/ - cwt. for em ply boxes returned 

CAUTON BROS. LTD. 

Selected Hen 
Eggs d / d Grangegorman· £113 4 per 120 

WAr. MuRPHY (GARVAGH) 1 LTD. 

elected Hen 
Eggs d / d Portrane £1 13 5 per 120 

DnooHEDA OATME.\L MILLING Co. , LTD. 

Flake Oatmeal <1 j d G' gorman £54 0 0 per ton 
and Portrane 

£1 10 10 per 120 

£1 11 3 per 1~ 
(4 mos.) 
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GEO. ARCHER & SONS. 

Pork Sausages (Meat content 75%) 
d I d Grangeiorman 
d/d Portrane 

M. & P. HANLON, LTD. 

Fresh Whiting d/d Grangegorman 
d/d Portrane 

McCABE's LTD. , llATHGAR. 

Fillets of cod, hake, haddock or ling 
d/ d Grangegm·man 
d / d Portrane 

PATRICK KELLY. 

Chickens d/d Grangegorman 
and Portrane 

HILL & SoNs, LTD. 

\\'oollen Yarns d / d Grangegorman or 
Amiens St. Station 

Finishing Tweed do. 

19th March, 1953 

2s. Od. per lb. 
2s. ld. per lb. 

Price 
April, 1952 

lld. lb. lld. lb. 
ll~d. lb. ll~d. lb. 

ls. 9 d. lb. 2s. 6 d. lb. 
ls. 9~d. lb. 2s. 6kd. lb. 

4i. Od. lb. 4s. 9d. lb. 

7s. 3d. lb. 6s. 6d. lb. 

ls. Od. yd. llkd. yd. 

24. .\. grant of £2,640 bas been received from the 
Hospitals Trust :Fund towards the cost of the new :.Iale 
Visiting Hall at Grangegorman. 

Orders made thereon:
Par. 13. Approved. 

JOHN P. KE.~XE, 
Dublin Assistant City .\Ianager. 

Par. 21. Referred to Agricultural Committee. 
E. :\I. M RR.\ Y, 

Chief Clerk 

C. 11. BYRNE, 
Chairmall. 

JOHN DUN~E, 
Chief R.JI.S. 
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Report No~ 173· 
26th March, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Committee was ·held in the 

Boardroom, Grangegorman l.Iental Hospital, Dublin, the 

26th day of March, 1953, Councillor C. M. Byrne (Vice

Chairman) in the Chair. Also present: Councillors J ames 

Andrews, Sean Dunne, T.D. ; Miss M. C. Ennis, Gilbert 

Hughes, William Lawless, Messrs. T. P. O'Reilly and John 

Smithers. 

REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 

26th March, 1953. 

1. Purchased Cows and Milk SuppJies .-Since my last 

report it was not necessary to purchase any milch cows. 

Milk supplies have been fully maintained at both hospitals 

during the month. For the past week there has been a 

surplus of approximately 30 gallons per day, which has been 

divided between the two hospitals. 
The total daily production from 263 cows "is 550 gallons, 

or approximately two gallons per cow. 

2. Mastitis.-During the past month there hus been a 

marked improvement in the incidence of this disea e, there 

being fewer outbreaks on all farms. I olation und the use of 
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disinfectant in the wm;hing water lnl\ e been rigiul;y uuhcrcd 
to. 

One further case of Black Spot occurred in a heifer ttfter 
it had calved. This case is responding to treatment. Some 
of the previous cases also shO\v signs of improvement. 

3. Artificial Jnsemination.-Artiiicial insemination is pro
gressing satisfactorily and the majority of cows are now in 
calf. Approximately nine Springers are due to calve within 
the next three weeks. This completes the calving down from 
the previous year's insemination. 

The Hereford bull has proved rather unsatisfactory for 
artificial insemination purposes, both in the past and iu 
the current seasons. He worked fairly satisfactorily for the 
first three months in each season, but proved unsatisfactory 
thereafter. In order to get some further use out of the bull, 
he was run with a batch of heifers during the remainder of 
each season and for this purpose has proved very satis
factory. These heifers are now proving in-calf. 

The Shorthorn and Friesian bulls have proved the most 
satisfactory breeds for artificial insemination purposes and 
have given no trouble here. 

4. Grass.-There has been a very good growth of grass on 
the Portrane Farm from the new pastures which have 
provided grazing for the milch cows during the day, from 
the 2nd March. 

The new gr.ass on the Ballymastone Farm also made 
satisfactory growth and the dairy cows were put out to graze, 
during the day, from the 9th March. 

Grass is much more backward on the Turvey Farm and 
the cows were only put out to graze on the 24th instant. 

Four hundred and thirty-six acres of grasslands have 
received a complete dressing of artificial manure. 
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Only eight acres received a dressing of lime during the 

past month as the spreading of the artificials on the grass

lands had to take precedence. 

For the past two weeks, due to the continued drought and 

to frosty nights, the growth of grass in general has been very 

backward and may continue so until some rain comes. Were 

it not for the dressing with artificials there would be very 

little grass. 

5. Orops .-Seventeen acres of Spring wheat and 7-! acres 

of barley have been sown to date. Five acres of manured 

ground has been tilled and drills opened in preparation for 

planting potatoes. 

Twenty-seven acres of grasslands have received a dressing 

of farmyard manure, bringing the total mnnured to date to 

67 acres. 

The remainder of the land for tbe grain crop has been 

ploughed and tilled in preparation for sowing. 

The lifting of the fodder beet crop bas been completed, 

the yield being approximately 8~ tons per acre of roots and 

10 tons of tops . This is a reduction of about 3t tons per 

acre of roots. The yield of t ops is similar. This reduction 

in yield is accounted for by the late sowing and the dry 

Spring and Summer. A!F;o, the crop had a severe attack of 

Black Fly, which necessitated its spraying against this pest. 

6. Silage.-The silage in the pits at Portrane .and Turvey 

has turned out satisfactorily and will be sufficient to last 

for a further two weeks, when it is expected that grass will 

be available to maintain all the stock. 

1. Santry.-Sixty-five calves remain at Santry, and these 

are still yarded during the night and are running on the 

pastures during the day. 
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~Ianures have now been applied to all grasslo.nds on this 
farm. 

Tweh·e acres of ground have been manured and tilled for 
Spring wheat, which it is hoped to ROW <luring the present 
week. 

The growth of grass is very backward. This is principally 
due to most of the land being stocked all Winter and Spring. 

Order. Noted. 

JAMES HAYES, 
Agricultural .\I anagcr. 

REPORT OF HEAD GARDENER. 
PORTRANE. 

26th March, 1953. 

1. rrops.- Tbe area uncler yegetables in season at the 
moment is as follows: 3 acres Savoy cabbage, one acre York 
cabbage, 2! acres broccoli, one acre scallions, 1! acres leeks 
ancl -ton of onions. 

Other crops not in season at the moment are: 12 acres 
York cabbage, li acres broccoli and t-acr·e scallions. These 
crops are making good progress and will be fit for use before 
the pre ent supply is exhausted. 

2. 'l'illagc ancl Sowing,s.-\Yith the present spell of dry 
weather good progress was made in the Spring work and the 
following sowings have been carried out, 1Jiz.: 3 acres 
cnhbage planted, 6 acres onions, 4 acreR parsnips and ·!-acre 
of seed bed ~=;own. Tweh·e acres of ground have bePn tilled 
nnd prepared ~or crops. 

3. J(itchcll a11d Reclaimed Gardc11.q.-\York carried out in 
this section was as follows:-

owing pPns, beans, lettuce, turnips, pnrsley, leeks, 
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tomatoes and flowering annuals; preparing and fumigating 

tomato house and first fungicidal spTaying of fruit trees . 

GRANGEGORJ\t£AN. 

4. Four acres have been ploughed and tilled in preparation 

for crops . Small sowings of lettuce, peas, beans, leeks and 

parsley have been made during the past month. Other work 

carried out was as follows : erecting fence for new flower 

garden and renovating banks on bowling greens and goal 

areas on football ground . 

ANDREW WOLOHAN, 

. Head Gardener. 

Order Noted. 

FARA'I WORKERS' WAGES. 

A discussion took place on Paragraph 21 of the Manager's 

Report to the meeting of the Board held on the 19th March, 

which had been referred to the Agricultural Committee. It 

was decided to await the outcome of negotiations between 

the Federation of Rural Workers and the Agricultural 

Association of Ireland on the recent claim for increased 

wages for farm workers in the Dublin Area. 

REPORT OF I~SPEC'TIOX, PORTR.\~E FAR:\1 .\.KD 

GARDEN. 
12th March, 1953. 

1. We visited Portrane Farms and Gardens Oil the 1,2th 

:.\larch, 1953. We inspected mole draining on Tun-ey Farm 

in a field of 14 acres and were very impressed with this 
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method of draining. We believe that the expense is fully 
justified and will pay good dividends in the near future. 

2. \Ve also inspected 63 calves in splendid condition. 

3 . T·he pigs at Portrane, as usual, were up to the highest 
standard and we saw some splendid young sows. 

4. The bulls were in the pink of condition and showed 
great care in their management. Some of the cows were out 
on grass and looked well. 

5. \Ve also visited the gardens, where we witnessed some 
activity in the tillage line, and we compliment Mr. Wolohan 
on his forward work. 

6. In a previous report we .advocated the buying of an 
electric pump for the canal, and again we would like to 
mention that this is very important and the position should 
be examined with a view to securing an adequate water 
supply for the coming summer. 

7. In the course of our inspection, we went into the 
position of our Head Gardener, Mr. Wolohan, and we are of 
the opinion that an extra room should be built at the back 
of his house, as we believe Mr. \Volohan has given us 
excellent service and deserves this little recognition of hifi 
great service, .apart from the fact altogether that we consider 
it absolutely necessary. 

8. We thank Mr. Hayes and Mr. Wolohan for accompany
ing us on our tour and for their valuable assistance. 

LL\M 0 LAOIGHLEIS. 
JOHN SMITHERS. 
JAMES ANDREWS. 
DENIS LARKIN. 
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Urders made the'l'eon:-

1-'a1's. 1 to 5. Noted. 

79 26th March, 1953 

Par. 6. Proposed by Mr. T. O'Reilly, seconded by Coun
eillor Sean Dunne: '' That we recommend that an electric 
pump be provided for pumping water from the canal in the 
garden." Passed unanimously. 

Par. I. Referred to Manager. 

APPOe\TME~T OF VISITING MEMBERS. 

The following were appointed to inspect the Board's farms 
and gardens during the ensuing period to 23rd April, 1950, 
dute of next meeting of the Agricultural Committee:-

Councillor D. Larkin (Chairman). 

•C. M. Byrne. 

::\IisH ::\i. C. Ennis. 

::\Ir. J ohu Smithers. 

E. ::\I. MURR\ Y, 

Chief Clerk. 
C. M. BYRi\E, 

Ohairmau. 

JOHK D"CK~J~, 

Chief lU!.S. 

FALCONER, DuBLIN. 
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Report No. 174. 
16th April, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

BOARD MEETING. 

The stated monthly meeting of the Grangegorman Mental 

Hospital Board was held in the Boardroom, Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 16th day of April, 1953, 

Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman) in the Chair . The 

following members were also present:-

City of Duolin Representati-,;es. -Alderman 'fhomas 

Byrne, T.D.; Councillors Dr. Richard Batterberry, M.A.; 

Mrs. Catherine Byrne, Senator Michael J. Colgan, Bernard 

Conway, \Yilliam J. Colman, P.C.; Gilbert Hughes, Richard 

C. Keane, Mrs. Kathleen Nix, P.C.; ~Irs. O'Shea-Leamy, 

P.C.; Messrs. John Cahill, P.C.; William Chase, Thomas 

O'Reilly, John Jones, Mrs. Essie O'Byrne and Mrs. Cecelia 

Keeble. 

County Dublin Representatives.- Councillors Jame 

Andrews, Sean Dunne, T.D.; Sean Taggart and :Mi~s M. C. 

Ennis. 

County lVfcklow Representatives.- Councillors William 

Lawless and Patrick }IcCarthy. 
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Apologies for non-attendance were received from Coun
cillor T . J. Murray and Mr. Richard Lawless. 

The minutes of last meeting (Report No. 172 of 19th 
March, 1.953) were confirmed and signed. 

A return of the state of the Hospital from 18th March to 
15th April, 1953, as under, was submitted and signed:

Males Females Total 
On Hospital Register on 18th 
MM~,rn~ 1M2 2036 3698 

Admitted to 15th April, 1953 53 53 106 

Total 1715 2089 3804 

Discharged Males Females Total 

to 15th April, '53 20 .27 47 

Died to do. 5 6 11 

Escaped to do. 25 33 58 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 
15th April, 1953 1.690 2056 3746 

Absent on trial and escape on 15th 
April, 1953 22 25 47 

Number actually resident on 15th 
April, 1953, as per Morning State-
ment Book 1668 2031 3690 
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DISTRIBUTION. 
Number of Patients in Grangegor-

man Mental Hospital ... 820 1285 2105 
Number of Patients m Portrane 

Mental Hospital 848 746 1594 

Total number resident as aboYe 1668 2031 3699 

CHARGE.\BILITY. 

City of Dublin 2807 
County of Dublin 495 
County Wicklow 335 
Criminal Lunatics 51 
Non-district patients 11 

ToTAL 3699 

AGRICULTUR.\L COM:\1ITTEE. 

Mr. T. O'Reilly proposed and Councillor William Lawless 
seconded the adoption of Report Xo. 173 of the meeting of 
the Agricultural Committee held on the 26th :\farch, ]!)5){. 

Pa.~sed unanimously. 

REPORT OF INSPECTIO. , GR.\KGEGOR:\L\.T. 

24th Jfarch, 19.'53. 

1 . . \ccompanied by the .-\.cting Deputy :\Iutron, :\fiss 
O' r eill, we visited the Bakery and found the . tuff nncl 
patient preparing a batch of bread. \\' e felt much impressed 
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by the manner in which it was handled, but would like to see 
the bakery kept in much better condition, by way of general 
cleaning up and painting. We feel that where food has to be 
handled special attention should be given to the general 
hygiene. The adjoining lavatories would need attention, and 
we ask that special priority be given to this very essential 
work. \Ye understand that recently a dough-dividing machine 
has been installed and is not giving satisfaction. This should 
be remedied. 

2. Next we visited the Female Therapy Shop. All the 
patients at work were happy and progress was satisfactory. 
At No. 27 Division dinner was being served. There was a 
plentiful and good supply. 

3. In the main Dining Hall dinner was being served, and 
here again the food was good, well cooked and served. As 
usual, many of the patients availed of our presence to submit 
complaints, etc., which were of a trivial nature. 

4. No. 11 Epileptic Division and No. 15 Dayroom could 
do with a little cleaning up. No. 19 Dayroom could do with 
a little brightening up. No. 17 Dayroom was in good 
condition. 

5. In No. 22 Insulin Ward many of the patients had been 
under treatment and they were not in much mood for talk
ing. J:To. 22 Hos:~?ital, particularly the corridors, would need 
repainting to brighten it up. 

6. We finally visited the Male H~spital. N 0 . 5 corridor 
requires attention. 
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7. \V e regretted that owing to the illness of the Clerk of 

Works we could not discuss with him many minor details 

which we noticed during our inspection. 

8. \\'e are grateful to Acting Deputy Matron O'Neill for 

her help during the visit. 

T. J . MURRAY. 
W. J·. COLMAN. 

0Tder. Refened to ;vJanager faT repoTt. 

REPOR'l' OF INSPECTIOX, PORTRANE. 

23Td MaTch, 1953. 

1. \\' e visited Portrane l\Iental Hospital on :\londay, 2Brcl 

-:\ifarch, 1950. Unfortunately, tbe Chairman ,;nd Councillor 

Mrs. O'Shea-Leamy were unable to c.:ome. 

2. Our inspection included most of the divisions . \\'e were 

present while lunch was in progress and we spoke to many 

patients throughout the Institution. The Workrooms were in 

full swing and preparations were well in hand for the present

ation of some of our patients' work in connection with the 

An Tostal Exhibition. We wish success to their efforts. 

3. \Ve are making no special comments on painting or 

decorating as these matters are having attention and the 

Chief Engineer informed us that the matter of improved 

sound equipment for the patients is well in hand and a 

report will soon be forthcoming. 

4. ']'here is one important matter we wish to bring to the 

notic.:e of the Board. The Lnunrlry for many ~·ear~ w;ls an 
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ample means of providing the necessary occupational therapy 
so much needed for the patients, apart altogeth er ·from the 
fact that it was an essential factor in the In titution. \\'e 
have recently installed some of the most up-to-date 
machinery that ~ould be procured, but for some unexph1inecl 
reason w~ find that there are not enough patients interested 
in the Laundry work to keep it going efficiently and the 
work on the nurses and patients, who have stood to their 
posts for many years and which must be appreciated by all, 
is now an overwhelming burden on them. \Ve would strongly 
suggest that a small Committee should be set up to invest
igate with the R.M. S. ways and means by which we could 
induce more patients to help in this important work. 

We wish to thank Drs. Hegarty and Harte for their help 
during our visit. 

(Signed) JOHK CAHILL. 
T. P. O 'REILLY. 

Order Noted . 

APPOINTJ\IEKT OF VISITEG CO:VI:.\II'l"l'EES. 
The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 

Portmne Visiting Committee for the ensuing period to 21st 
May, 1953, date of next meeting of the Board: -

GRA,'GEGORMAX YISITIXG .C0:\11\HTTEE. 

Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman). 
James Andrews. 

Mr. William Chase. 
)Ir. 1'. O'Reill~· · 
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PoRTRANE VrsrTJNG .CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman). 
Mrs. Catherine Byrne. 
William Lawless. 

1\Ir. John Smithers. 

:.\fANAGER'S REPORT TO BOARD. 
lOth April, 1953. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Board's 
Hospitals on 7th instant was:-

In Grangegorman 
In Portrane 

as compared with:-

Males 
827 
826 

1.653 

Females 
1277 

748 

2025 

Total 
2104 
1574 

3678 

7th April, 1952 1615 Hl74 3589 
7th April, 1951 1575 1,944 3519 
7th April, 1950 1584 1914 3498 
7th April, 1949 1519 1865 3384 

this year's number being 89 more than on the corresponding 
elate last year and 294 more than on the corresponding date 
in 1949. 

2. The general condition of the Board 's Hospitals is 
reported by the Chief R.M.S. and the Acting Branch R.JVI.S. 
to be satisfactory and the health of the patients normal. 
There was one case of dysentery on the male side at Grange
gorman. 'l'he patient has made a complete recovery . 

3. On the 7th .March male patients J. M. (43004) and 
.J. B. (4406), both liberty patients, escaped from the 
rrcreation grounds at Portrnne. The former wa::; rrcaptnred 
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by the Guards in Dublin on the 9th March, but nothing has 
since been heard of the latter. 

On the 21st ultimo male patient P. J. L. (3229), a liberty patient, escaped from the recreation grounds at Portrane but was apprehended about two miles from the Institution by a male nurse who was off duty. The patient offered some resistance and the nurse hired a car to bring him back to the 
HospitaL 

The Acting Branch R.M.S. assures me that no blame attaches to any member of the staff in connection with these escapes, which have been duly reported to the Minister for Health, 

4. Accidents to Patients (Grangegorman).-:\lale patient T. B. (5527) slipped and fell in the corridor of the infirmary on the 8th March and received an injury to the right hip. _\n X-ray examination disclosed a fracture of the neck of the right femur, for which he received suitable treatment. 
·Female patient 1\1. L. (4915) was knocked down by another patient on the 24th March and complained of pain in her right knee. An X-ray examination disclosed a minor fracture of top of the knee joint with no displacement, The patient was attended to by a Visitina Suraeon and she is b b progressing satisfactorily. 
Female patient K L. (227), aged 75 years, slipped and fell when getting out of bed on the 18th March and injured her left wri t. An X-ray examination showed a Colles fracture of the bottom radial bone. 'fhe patient was attended b;v n Yi itinrr urrreon and her wri t put in a plaster splint. 
!<'em ale patient ~1. 0 'I... ( 43491) was attacked by another patient on the Hlth )-larch. Her hand became Rwollen nnd r~n 
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X-ray examination showed a fracture displacement of the 

base of the little finger. She was seen by a Visiting Surgeon 

and her finger put in plaster. 

The Chief R.}1. S. assures me that no blame attaches to 

any member of the staff in connection with these accidents, 

which have been duly reported to the Minister for Health. 

5. On the 9th March male patient W. P. (3621), Portrane, 

complained that he had- been assaulted oy a male attendant 

and an examination showed that he had a slight cut on the 

back of his head. A preliminary investigation of the com

plaint was made by the Chief R.:;\1.S . on the lOth March, 

and on the 16th March I visited Portrane to enquire into 

the matter. 

The patient first complained thaL the attendant threw hi,; 

keys at him deliberately and struck him on the bauk of the 

head, but subsequently stated that the blow could ha\·e 

been accidental. The attendant stated that he w,ts counting 

the patients out of a dormitory and swinging a bunch of key;; 

to beckon them on. He says he accidentall_y struck the 

patient, who was standing behind him, with the keys. I 

could not place any reliance on the patient's statement and, 

having regard to the good reputation of the attendant and 

the fact that. he reported the incident immediately to the 

'Charge urse, I feel that he must be giYen the benefit of 

any doubt in the matter which might exist. 

The facts have been reported to the :Minister for Health. 

No serious accidents to pntient. in Portmne were reported 

dming the pa~t month. 
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6. Accidents to Staff (Grangegorman).-:Male Nurse P. B. 
was off duty from the 24th to the 27th :\larch with a sprained 
ankle sustained while on duty. 

l\Iale Nurse T. C. was struck over tlw eve with a hocke~ 
ball while playirig for the Hospital team and he was off duly 
fTom the 28th March to the 1st April. 

A number of other minor accidents to staff are reported 
which did not necessitate their going off duty. 

. ' 
7. Accidents to Staff (Portrane).-Xurse :M:. B. MeL. 

slipped and fell off a ladder ·on the 18th :March and injured 
her ankle. She has been off duty since the date of the 
accident. 

Nurse M. MeG. was attacked by a patient on the 17th 
:\larch and was off duty for a day suffering from shock. 

.\. number of other minor accidents to the nursing, staff 
are reported which did not necessitate their going off duty. 

8 . . \ t about 7 p.m. on the 22nd March a fire was 
eli covered in the new Male Visiting Hall at Grangegorman . 
. \ tin tub containing pitch was found alight in the middle of 
one of the floors. The fire was quickly extinguished but 
portion of the floor was damaged by scorching. The Chief 
R.M .S. is of opinion that the fire was started by a patient 
X. P. (5356), and as a precaution he has ordered that the 
patient be kept under special observation. 

9 . The Acting Branch R.M.S. at Portrane has again 
reported on the difficulties experienced in arranging the 
proper care and instruction of juvenile patients, of whom 
then.> are at pre ent 15 in that hospitaL In January, 1952, a 
proposal wa!'. submitted to tht> Minister for Health for the 
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conversion of the laundry block at Ko. 10 Division into a 

department capable of accommodating 30 to 40 children at a 

cost of approximately £5,000. The Chief Engineer has 

suggested a simplified scheme, which would provide accom

modation for 20 male juveniles at a cost of approximately 

.£1,400, which be believes could be completed within three 

months . The Chief Engineer's revised plan is being sub

mitted to the Minister with a request for an early decision 

on this important matter. 

10. \\"ith reference to the Inspection. carried out at Port

rnne on the 23rd February by Councillors Colman and 

Murray and l\lr. Chase, I have to report:-

Item ( i ) A separate doorway and storeroom for Ko. 

DiYision IS m oourse of construction and will be finished 

soon. 

Item (iii) _\ modern dmwplate o\·en would be most 

desirable but its installation mut>t be deferred until a 

decision has been made about the type of new electric 

generating plant to be installed. The present plant would 

i1qt be capable of taking the extra load. 

ft c m ( v) Steam suitable for operating the presser in 

the tailor 's shop is supplied for bathing purposes on 

Tuesday apd Wednesday each week and it would be 

uneconomical to give steam at other times for the pressing 

machine only. Two clays' steam should be sufficient for 

the amount of pressing to be done. It has been found 

impossible to purchase a suitable iron heating tove and 

patterns are being prepared for the manufacture of one 

to the Chief Engineer's design . 
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11. The Minister's approval has now been obtained to 
the amended sketch plan prepared by the Board 's .\rchitect 
for a new Stores Building at Grangegorman, and the 
Architect has been instructed to proceed with the prepar
ation of working drawings and specification. 

Approval has also been obtained to the working drawings 
and specification for the new houses for the Farmyard Fore
man and \Yorks Foreman at Portrane and tenders will 
shortly be invited by public advertisement. It will be 
necessary to raise a loan to finance this work, but the exact 
amount cannot be determined until a decision has been 
obtained from the Department of Local Government as to 
whether a grant will be made towards the cost. 

12. In Paragraph 22 of my report of the ,13th February l 
mentioned that the .\ rchitect had suggested an alternnti,·e 
site for the new residence for the Branch R.M.S. at Port
rune. A new site plan was submitted to the Department of 
Health and a request was made for early approval to the 
suggestion made some time before that the reconstruction of 
Portrane House and the construction of the Branch R.M.S. 's 
residence should be carried out at the same time. The 
Department has written to say that it will be necessary to 
inspect the new site and they hope to have the inspection 
carried out within a month. 

13. ~Ir. Sean :Mulcahy, Consulting Engineer, has sub
mitted a report on a survey of the water supply to the 
female house at Grangegorman. He has recommended 
improvements which are estimated to cost £16,100, viz., 
£6.300 for new extemal mains and £9,800 for new internnl 
piping, etc., and increase<l water f\torage. :VIr. )[ulcnh,,·'s 
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report has been submitted to the Minister for :Health for 

approval in principle. 

14. The Acting Branch R.M.S., Portrane, has reported a 

shortage of accommodation for the female nurses. The total 

number of rooms available is less than the average number 

of female nurses now employed, and there appears to be no 

option but to build another wing to the female nurses' home 

of a. size sufficient to accommodate 18 to 20 nurses . I have 

instructed the Board's Architect to submit a scheme for 

the provision of these extra rooms. 

15. The ~\ccountant bas submitted the following details of 

capital expenditure for which a loan of £13,000 was author

ised by the Board on the 19th May, 1949, viz.:-

(a) Threshing Mill and Baler ... 

(b) B u r roughs' Accounting 

Machine 
(c) Electrical re-wiring of Laun

dry and Boiler house ... 

(d) Alterations to Catholic 

Chapel 
(e) (i) Kitchen equipment 

(ii) Workshop Machinery 
(iii) Demolition of Old Build~ 

ings and New Annexe 

Kitchen 
(f) I~aundry 1-Iachinery, Port

rune 
Fee and contingencies 

Amount Amount 
provided expended 

£ £ s. d. 
1,320 

726 

'110 

2,793 
2,150 

500 

1,000 

1,890 
1,911 

1,320 0 0 

725 8 0 

733 13 7 

2,633 10 2 
2,162 8 3 

316 11 9 

3,622 5 11 

1,989 12 8 
376 10 2 

£13,000 £13,880 0 6 
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~\ sum of £10 lOs. Od. was received by way of deposits on 
plans and specifications 'for the demolition work and new 
Annexe Kitchen, so that the nett over ~ expenditure amounts 
to £869 lOs. 6d ., which will be charged to Revenue Account. 

An instalment of £1_0,000 of the loan was obtained from 
the Commissioners of Public Works on the 2nd April, 1951, 
and application ha been made now for the final instalment 
of £3,000. 

16. In response to public advertisement, seven tenders 
were received for the installation of sound amplification in 
the stage and cinema at Portrane. The tenders have been 
referred to the Chief Engineer, who bas arranged for a 
demonstration of the various types of ' equipment offered. 

even tenders were received also, at prices ranging from 
£945 to £1.,127, for the installation of a central radio 
distribution ystem in Portrane. While it might be de irable 
to in tal this equipment; I would point out that no provision 
for the expenditure invoh·ed bas been made in the Estimates 
for 1953~54. It will be necessary, therefore, to defer it for 
consideration with the E timates for next year. 

17. The Acting Branch R.:.I.S. reports that the campaign 
for the extermination of rat at Portrane is progressing 
fmli~fnctorily. The Chief Veterinary Inspector to the Dublin 
'ount~ ouncil hope · that it will be po sible to complete 

the work within the period of two months originally 
e ·timutt>d. 

JOHN P. KEA.'XE, 
Dublin Assistant City Manager. 
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MANAGER 'S SUPPLEMEN'rAL REPORT TO B OARD. 

16th ApTil, 1953. 

18. Since 16th ult imo 43 · male and 51 female patients 

were admitted, total 94. Ninety of these were chargeable 

patients, of whom 51 were temporary, 19 were voluntary 

and 20 were Per·sons of Unsound Mind. Three private 

patients were admitted-one Voluntary, one Temporary and 

one Person of Unsound Mind; and one patient by order of 

the Minister for Justice. 

19. 'fhe following are particulars of tenders accepted for 

the supply of Nurses ' uniform clothing during the period 

ending 31st March, 1954:

Item 
-No. 

£ 

Prices 
1953/ 54 

d. 
P. MEADE, 104 Middle Abbey St. 

1 & 2 H ead & Deputy Head 
Male Nurses ' caps @ 1 • 7 6 each 

3 Male Nurses ' caps @ 11 6 , 

ToDD BuRNS & Co., LTD. 

4&5 H ead & Deputy Head 
Male Nurses' uniforms @ 11 6 0 eaPh 

fl Male Nurses ' uniforms @ 10 10 0 
" 

7 Malo Nurses' extra 
trousers @ 3 9 6 , 

9 Female Nurses ' over-
coats @ 5 9 6 

" 
12 Nurses ' belts @ 2 3 6 doz. 

14 & 15 Nurses ' collars @ 1 1 0 ,, 
20 Nurses ' slips (W) @ 3 4 3 " 
21 Nurses ' slips (0 ) @ 4 0 6 ,, 
31 Male Nurses' Ties @ 1 4 6 " 

} 

Corresponding 
Prices 1952/ 53 

£ s . d. 

11 9 eacl1 

10 12 9 

11 4 7 

5 9 10 " 
2 6 8 doz. 
1 1 0 " 314 2 " 
4 4 0 .. 
1 4 6 .. 
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Item Prices Corresponding 
No. 1953/54 Prices1952/53 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
Pnr BRos., LTD. 

8 Men's frieze over-
coats @ 5 18 6 each 5 9 6 each 

10 Nurses' Aprons (W) @ 9 3 
" 

9 3 
" 11 (OS) @ 10 3 

" 
10 11 " 13 Caps @ 1 0 9! doz. 1 3 0 doz. 

17 Knickers (W)@ 2 5 0 
" 

2 3 0 " 18 (OS)@ 211 0 
" 

2 711 " 30 Male Nurses' socks @ 2 7 6 doz. 1 19 6 doz. 
prs. prs. 

ROCHES STORES (DUBLIN) LTD. 
16 Nurses' cuffs @ 1 2 6 doz. 1 3 11 doz. 
22 stockings @ 1 16 1 doz. 2 0 0 doz. 

prs. iprS. 
23 vests, 36" @ 1 17 8 doz. 1 16 11 doz~ 
24 40" @ 2 3 2 

" 
2 111 " 26-28 uniform @ 1 1 6 each 

dresses 

McBmNEY & Co., LT~. 
19 urses' knickers 

(XOS) @ 3 0 9 doz. 2 13 0 doz. 
29 Male Nurses' shirts @ 16 3 each 16 6 each 

MRs. UNA CLARKE, Gorey. 
32 rurses' cardigans (W)@ 1 7 6 each} 1 8 9 each ,, (OS) @ 1 9 6 " 

20. On 19th ultimo I reported that tenders had been 
accepted for the supply of selected eggs during the six 
month ending 30J9fl.953 at £1 13s. 4d. per 120 d fd Grange
gorman and £1 13 . 5d. per 1,20 d / d Portrane. These figures 
were bu ed on a price of 3 f- a dozen to producers and the 
contract provided that they would be increased or decreased 

, 
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by the amount of any variation in the official price to 

producers. On 23rd March the price to producers was reduced 

to 2f9d. a dozen and on 2nd April to 2J8d. a dozen. The 

Board's contract prices have been adjusted accordingly. 

21. On the recommendation of the Architect, I have 

accepted the tender of Spray Painters Ltd. in the sum of 

£993 lls. 9d. for painting the new Male Visiting Hall at 

Grangegorman, being the lowest of eleven tenders received 

in response to public advertisement. 

22. On lOth January, 1952, the Board approved of a 

proposal to borrow £17,000 from the Commissioners of 

Public Works over a period of ten years for the following 

purposes:-

(i) Over-expenditure on' previous loan for 
T.B. Pavilions at Grangegorman 

(ii) Laundry Machinery, Portrane (Part I) 

(iii) Laundry Machinery, Portrane (Part II) 

(iv) New Bakery and Kitchen equipment, 

Grangegorman 

Provision for increased prices, contin-

gencies, etc. 

£1,868 

£2,626 

£6,212 . 

£4,350 

£1,944 

£17,000 

On 13th May, 1952, the Minister for Local Government 

sanctioned a loan of £13,000 to cover the cost of Items (i)

(iii) inclusive; the balance of £4,000 for Item (iv) was 

sanctioned separately at a later d!lte. 

The nett expenditure to date on the items covered by the , 

loan of £13,000 has been:- ' 
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(i) Over-expenditure on T.B. Pavilions 
(ii) and (iii) Laundry Machinery 

£1,808 12 5 
£10,545 1 11 

£29 15 6 Loan charges and legal expenses 

Less Old Laundry Machinery sold ... 
£1.2,443 9 10 

£170 0 0 

£12,273 9 10 
I am applying to the Commissioners of Public \Yorks for 

a first and final instalment of the loan, amounting to 
£12,270. The small balance of £3 9s. 10d. will be charged. 
to Revenue Account. 

JOHN P. KEANE, 
Dublin Assistant City Manager. 

Order made thereon: Noted. 

E. M. MURRAY. 
Chief CZe..,k. 

F ALCOND, DUJJLJN. 

DENIS LARKIN, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S. 

: ' 



Report No. 175. 
23rd April, 1953. 

Grangegorman Ment~l Hospital 
Board. 

AGRICULTURAL COM::M]TTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Committee was held in the 

Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental H ospital, Dublin, the 

23rd day of April, 1953, <;oun(\illor Denis L arkin (Chairman) 

in the Chair, Also present:- Councillors James Andrews, 

'· l\Iiss l\L C. Ennis, Gilbe'rv Hughes, William Lawle~, 
::\1essrs. T. P. O'Reilly and John S mithers. 

An apology for non·attendance was received from 

Councillor C. M. Byrne. 

23rd April, 1953. 

REPOR'r OF AG:rtiCULTUHAL MAXAGER. 

1. Purchased Cows and 1\filk Supplies.-Since my la~£ 

report it was not necessary to purchase any milch cows. 

~Iilk supplies have been fully maintainE>d to both hospitals 

during the mouth. An m·e1·age daily surplus of approxi

mately 35 gallons occ1.rrred during the month. This has 

been divided between the two hospitals. 

The total daily production from 247 cows is 540 gallons, or 

approximately 2.2 gallon per cow. 
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2. On Tuesday morning, 14th instant, at 6 a.m., a three· 
year-old milch cow, No. 72, was found dead on the pasture 
in the Seafield, Portrane Farm. This cow was put on the 
:Pasture at 5.45 p.m. the previous evening along with 49 
others, all apparently in good health. 

The cows were strip grazing on this field from 3rd instant, 
receiving a fresh portion each day. This lot of cows were 
ke.pt in on Monday, 13th instant, for T.B. testing and did 
not receive a tre~h portion of grass when let out in the 
evening, as there was sufficient left from the previous 
portion. 

Mr. Daly, V.S., was called to make a post mortem and he 
called in the assistance of the Veterinary Research Station, 
Thorndale, who examined the carcase and took specimens. 

I have not yet received their report. 

3. Mastiti .-The improvement in the incidence of 
Mastitis has been maintained during the month and very 
few cases have occurred. 

One CR ·e of Black Spot in a first calved heifer occurred. 
hi and previous cases nre under treatment and are show· 

ing: omt> improvement. 

4. Artifir·iol lnsemination.-.-\rtificia.l Insemination is 
~~~·ogt·t>..,. iug ,,mtisfactorily. All Springers (cows and heifers) 
frc•m la. t year's Insemination have now calved down. The 
fn lowing i~ a l'.Ummary of the results obtained from Insemin· 

ion for the year ended 30th June, 1952:-
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Two hundred and five animals which were inseminated 

produced from:-
Calves. % 

1st Insemination 97 47.3 

2nd 58 28.3 

3rd 32 15.6 

4th 8 4.0 

195 95 .2 

Failed to prove in calf . . . 10 4.8 

'Prom the above calvings 86 heifer calves were tattooed aad 

entered the herd. 

On the recent T.B. test of the herd, the eight-year-old , 

Friesian Bull, Nairn Rolibert, re-acted to the test. Mr. 

Daly, M.R.C.V.S. is of the opinion that this bull may be 

retained under close confinement for insemination purposes 

as he is a proven bull whose daughters are yielding well. 

His loss to the herd would be serious at this stage until the 

heifers from the young Friesian, Oldpa1·k Hilljedo, are in 

production. 

5. Grass.-Grass has made satisfactory progress on all 

farms during the month. 

'I'he manuring of all pastures has now been completed. 

All stock have been out on the pa tures, night and day, 

for some time past. 

6. Crops.-The sowing oi th<:> wheat crop was completed 

on the 15th April. 114 acres of wheat luwe been ~own, an 

increase of HI acre m·er last season. 

21! acres of barley have heen sown to date, leaving 4}-
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acres still to be sown. This is a total of 26 acres, showing a decrease of 7 acres on last Sfason. 
Twenty-nine acres of potatoes have now been sown. 
All farmyard manure for the potato crop has now been spread and the i"emainder of the land is being ploughed and prepared for planting. 
Twelve acres of ground have been manured, tilled and sown with Fodder Beet, which completes the sowing of this crop. 

All grain crops have received a <hessing of artificials as ascertained and recommended as a result of the recent soil survey. 

7. Santry.-The grass at Santry Court is making satisfactory growth although much more backward than the other farms. 

The following stock remain on the land at Santry:-
44 calves and 81 one-year-old heifers, total-125. All stock are out on the pastures, both night and day• Ele·ven acres of pring Wheat bas been sown and manured. 

Order. Noted. 

JAMES HAYES, 
Agricultural Manager. 

23rd Apn1, 1953. 
REPORT OF HEAD GARDENER. 

PORTRA"XE. 
1. Winter Orops.-With the exception of broccoli and 1 ek , the supply of nU winter veaetables and roots is now ' xh 

b e au ted. The first cutting of young spring cabbage 
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commenced this week. '.rhis crop is not as advanced as in 

the corresponding period of last year. Th~ backW!\fd.ness of 

the crop may be attributed to the lQllg .ape~l o£ cold dry 

weather. Nevertheless, the:re will be· nQ sca~city ~ the 

supply of vegetables as there is a su:fficie{l~ <llllilntity of 

broccoli to supplement the supply of spring cabbage. 

2. ~\utumn Onions (2t acres).-The progress of this crop 

is rather slow and 1 do not expect scallions for at least 

another three weeks. 

3. Spring Onions. (6 {lc,·es).-This c~op was sown during 

the first week of March. It is up now and appears quite 

promising .. 

4. Parsnips ( 4! acres) .-The first two acres sown about 

thirty days ago, have germinated and are now overground. 

5. Tillage and Sowing8.-Since my last report, 9 acres of 

ground have been tilled a,nd prepared for crops; of this, 1t 

acres of swede turnips and 1 acre of carrots were sown. Six 

acres of spring cabbage has beeti hoed, grubbed and earthed . 

6. J(itehen and Reclaimed GardenH.-The tomato house 

bas been fumigated and planted. Fruit trees have been 

sprayed. Small sowings of peas, lettuce, beans, beet , 

turnips and parsley were made. The first of the winter 

lettuoe will be fit for cutting this week. 

GRANGEGORIIfAN. 

7. About 2! acres of ground have been tilled and sown 

with the following crops, viz. :-peas, beans, lettuce, beet, 

turnips and sprouts. 800 tomato plants were delivered to 

Santry Gardens for planting in the tomato hou e . 
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SANTRY GARDENS. 

8. Tomato houses have been fumigated and planted. 
Other work consisted of tying up fruit trees on walls, spray
ing of portion of :fruit trees, iligging between fruit planta
tions, scuffling walks and flower borders. 

A. WOLOHAN, 

Head Gardener. 

Order. Noted. J 

APPOI.NT:\1E)1"T OF VISITING l.IEJHBEHS. 

~rhe following were appointed to inspect the Board's Farms 
and Gardens during the ensuing period to 28th May, 1953, 
date of next meeting of the Agricultural Committee:-

Councillor D. Larkin (Chairman) 
Gilbert Hughes 
William Lawless 

l\Ir_ T. P. 0 'Reilly. 

E. :\I. M RRAY, 

Chief Clerk. 

DENIS LARKIN, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DU J E, 

Chief R ·.M.S. 



105 

Report No. 176 

Grangegorman Mental 
Board. 

B.OARD MEETING. 

21st }.fay, 1953. 

Hospital 

'fhe stated monthly meeting of the Grangegorman Mental 
Hospital Board was held in the Boardroom, Grangegorman 
Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 21st day of May, 1953, Coun
cillor C. M. Byrne (Vice~Chairman) in the Chair. The 
following members were also present: -

City of Dublin Representatives.-Alderman Bernard 
Butler, B.A., T.D.; Councillors· Mrs. Catherine Byrne, 
Senator Michael J. Colgan, William J. Colman, P.C.; 
Bernard Conway, Peadar Cowan, T.D.; Anthony Lalor, 
Timothy J. Murray, P . .C.; Mrs. Kathleen Kix, P.C.; 
Eugene Timmons, P.C.; Messrs. John Cahill, P.C.; William 
Chase, Thomas O'Reilly, John Smithers, Mrs. Cecelia 
Keeble and :Jir. Denis Finn, B.L. 

County Dublin Representatives. -Councillors James 
Andrews, Sean Taggart and Miss M. C. Ennis. 

County Wicklow Representatives.-<Councillors C. :M. 

Byrne, William Lawless and Patrick McCarthy. 
Apologies for non-attendance were received from Coun

cillors Denis Larkin (Chairman) and 1\Ir · . 0 ' hea-Leumy. 

The minutes of la t meeting (Report Ko. 174, 16th _\pril, 
1953) were confirmed and signed. 
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A return of the state of the Hospital from 15th April to 
20th May, 1953, as under, was submitted and signed:-

On Hospital Register on 15th April, 
Males Females Total 

1953 1690 
Admitted to 20th ~lay, 1953 67 

1757 

Di.·charged 
Males Females Total 

to 20th ~lay, '53 48 54 102 
Died to do. 5 10 15 
Escaped to do. 1 1 54 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 
20th May, 1953 1703 

Absent on trial and escape on 20th 
~lay, 1953 23 

.Tumber actually resident on 20th 
Muy, 1953, as per Morning State-
ment Book 1680 

DI TRIBUTIOK . 
• ·umber of Patient in Grangegor-

mau ~lental Ho pita! 838 ... 
• ·umber of Patient in Portrane 

~lentul Ho pital 
842 

'lotulnuruber re ident us ubove 
1680 

2056 
77 

2133 

64 

2069 

17 

2052 

1290 

762 

2052 

3746 
144 

3890 

118 

3772 

40 

3732 

2128 

1604 

3732 



Board Meeting. 107 

CHARGEABILITY. 
City o£ Dublin 
County o£ Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal L unatics 
Non-district p atients 

21st May, 1953 

2828 
502 
337 

53 
12 

3732 

AGRLCULTURAL C011MITTEB. 
Uouncillor B. Conway proposed and Councillor ~en a tor 

:Michael J. Colgan seconded the adoption o£ Report No. 175 
of the meeting of the Agricultural Commitee held on the 
23rd April, 1953. Passed unanimously. 

REPORT OF INSPECTION, GRA "GEGOR:\L\K. 

20th April, 1953. 
1. On Monday, 20th April, 1953, we visited Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital, Nos. 2 and 4 Temporaries, and the only 
recommendation we could make regarding these premises is 
for their complete demolition, as it would be only waste of 
money to repair or renovate same. 

2. We visited the Therapy Department and received com
plaints from some of the patients working there that they 
were not receiving cigarettes. 

3. We inspected the new Visiting Hall under con truction 
and then inspected the Boot Repairing and Upholstery 
Departments and would recommend that the redundaut 
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machines in those departments, which have been lying there 
for some time, would be immediately disposed of and leave 
more space for working. 

4. We next visited No. 5 Hospital and would recommend 
that linoleum be provided for the corridor. 

5. We visited the female Sewing Room and the patients 
engaged there seemed very contented. 

6. We then went to Divisions ll, 15, 17, 18 and 19. We 
saw some of the work in the Therapy Department there, 
which is very creditable. We were also in Division 26 and 
spoke to the patients and nurses there. 

7. We .also visited the Laundry and finished up by visiting 
the Nurses' Home. In the latter we saw a number of rooms 
which require decorating, as the existing paint has faded 
and darkened the rooms . 

·W~ desire to thank Dr. Geraghty and Miss Hughes, Acting 
Deputy Matron (who accompanied us) for their kind assist
ance to us during our visit. 

(Signed): THOMAS P. O'REILLY, P.C. 

WILLIAM CHASE. 
Order. Received late. Consideration deferred to next meeting. 

REPORT OF IN PECTION, PORTRA E. 
30th April, 1953. 

1 . . \n In pection was carried out at Portrane Mental 
Ho -pitnl on Thursday, 30th April, 1953. Complaints having 
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been made about the work in the Laundry, we examined 

some of the work. Some of the shirts were badly washed 

and poorly ironed and collars .and nurses' aprons and caps 

too limp. The Chargehand informed us that there was only 

one shirt ironer in the Laundry and she is a very old woman. 

For the amount of work done, at least four ironers would 

be required. Laundry work is done for 1,500 patients and 

comprises some 16,625 articles or 9,586 lbs. dry weight-all 

to be done each week. Three permanent and two temporary 

nurses assist with Laundry work and the two temporary 

nurses are changed every six or seven weeks when they go 

on night work, which means that· just when they become 

used to the work two more must be appointed. The brand 

of starch used in the Laundry was criticised. Mr. Chalmers 

explained that the starch should be made in the starch kettle 

as a strong solution and then reduced to the strength 

required. The Chargehand complained that the boiler was 

too far from the starch trough and water had to be carried 

in buckets for the mixing of the starch and, when off boiling 

point, the starch was not properly mixed. Mr. Chalmers 

informed us that he could fix the starch trough alongside 

the boiler and save the carrying of buckets of boiling water, 

which is very dangerous. The Laundry in future will use a 

larger quantity of starch and try to make the caps and 

aprons stiffer, and perhaps they will keep a fresh appearance 

for a longer period. In addition to the aJ;nount of work done 

in the Laundry, 721 lbs. weight is done in the private 

Laundry. The solution for better Laundry work would be 

to try and get more patients to work there, but on going to 

the Therapy Department later we found patients most 

unwilling to give any assistance. 
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We saw the new type electric irons which have been 
installed in the Laundry but are not yet in use. These irons 
look simple enough for the patients to use and should ave 
time. 

In the Kurses' Home, a small room set aside for the use 
of nurses to do their private washing and ironing h11s h!ld 
the equipment ve1·y bad1y treated. 

2. We were glad to hear that an addition to the Nurses' 
Home is in contemplation, as four nurses use the Sick Bay 
as a Dormitory, .showing all too clearly how overcrowded 
the nurses are. 

3. On inspecting the Kitchen, we !;law it being cleared up 
after dinner had been cooked and served. B\·erything looked 
clean and tidy. 

4. After lunch we inspected No. 10 Division, and althouga 
the sun was shining into the Wards, the breeze from the 
sea was cold and, there being no fire, we thought the patients 
would feel cold. A date on a calendar should not decide the 
stopping of fires. We were informed by Dr. Hegarty that 
fires were allowed in certain cases, and we ordered a fire 
to be lit in the Ward and, even if the coal supply had run 
short, a further quantity was to be asked for. 

5. ln 'o. 1 Di,·ision, the patients were out in the sunshine 
and we Rpoke to !'\everal and received the usual requests to be ent home. 

6. Work in the Therapy Department was of a high 
tnndnrd . , orne of the embroidery and knitting was 
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excellent. A piece of black and white check material which 
had been woven by a .patient was made up into a coat and 
looked very well. Some of the patients in the Therapy 
Department asked when they would return home, but any 
we asked to go to the Laundry for a change refused to go. 

Thanks are due to Dr. Hegnrty, wbo accompanied us on 
our round of inspection. 

DENIS LARKI . 
JOH SMITHERS. 
CATHERINE BYRNE. 
WILLIAM LA\VLESS. 

Order. Noted. See Paragraph 11 of the Manager's Report 
of the lfith )fay. 

REPORT OF INSPECTION, PORTRANE. 
19th January, 1953. 

1. We duly visited Portrane on 19th January, 1953. Dr. 
Hegarty accompanied us on our rounds. \Ve are grateful for 
his courtesy and help on this occasion. 

2. Regarding the issue of cigarettes to patients which was 
mentioned at the previous Board meeting, we interviewed 
the Storekeeper and the Head Male Nurse. As far as our 
investigation went, the allocation of cigarettes appeared in 
order. 

3. \Ve also saw the Workshops and Therapy Departmentc;. 
We suggest that extra light should be provided before ne::b 

winter, in the latter at least. 

Order Noted. 

E. O'BYR E. 
K. NIX. 
S. TAGGART. 
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APPOINTMENT OF VISITING COMMITTEES. 
The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 

Portrane Visiting Co=ittees for the ensuing period to 18th 
June, 1953, date of next meeting of the Board:

GRANGEGORMAN VISITING CoMMITTEE. 
Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman). 

James Andrews. 
Mrs . .Catherine Byrne. 
Mrs. K. Nix. 

PoRT~ANE VISITING CoMMITTEE. 
Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman). 
Mrs. C. Keeble. 
Mr. W. Chase. 
Mr. T. O'Reilly. 

MAN"AGER'S REPORT TO BOARD. 

15th May , 1953. 
1. The number of patients resident in the Board's Hospitals on 13th instant was:-

In Grangegorman 
In Portrane 

ns compared with:-

Males 
825 
845 

1670 

Females 
1299 
752 

2051 

Total 
2124 
1597 

3721 

13th May, 1952 1620 1978 3598 
13th May, 1951 1576 1934 3510 
13th May, 1950 1574 1926 3500 
13th May, 1949 1523 1872 3395 

~hi ~· ar' number being 123 more than on the correspond
mg date last year and 326 more than on the corresponding date in 194fl. 
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2. The general condition of the Board's Hospitals is 

reported by the Chief R.M.S. and the Acting Branch R.M.S. 

to be satisfactory and the health of the patients normal. 

There were no cases of zymotic disease amongst patients 

during the past month. 

3. Female patient M . S. (5651) was admitted to Grange

gorman from a Dublin hospital on the 5th April as a 

temporary chargeable patient. On admission she was suffer

ing from a very severe throat wound. Special nurses were 

put on the patient day and night and a Visiting Surgeon 

was called in for consultation, but the patient died on the 

22nfl April. The City Coroner held an inquest with a jury, 

who found that the patient died from toxaemia and shock 

rlue to throat wounds self-inflicted while the balance of her 

mind was upset. 

4. Male patient P. Q. (5733), a liberty patient, was work

ing on the female grounds at Grangegorman with a Male 

Kurse on the 30th ultimo. He suddenly broke away and 

scaled the wall and obtained access to the street through 

one of the staff hou~es . On reaching Lower Grangegormart 

he threw himself in front of a slow moving motor car. 

Fortunately he was not seriously injured-an examination 

revealed only a small bruise on the left thigh . 

Male patient P. P. (5438), a liberty patient, was mi sed 

at tea time on the 1st instant .and has not since been 

recaptured. 
Female patient 0. P. (5704) escaped from the recreation 

grounds at Grangegorman on the evening of the 4th instant . 

She was brought back from her home the same evening 

by nurses sent from the Hospital. 
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The Chief R.M. 8. assures me that no blame attache to 
any member of the staff in connection wit.h these escapes. 

Male patient J. G. (5568) was taken out by his wife on 
pass for the day on the 5th April. He evaded her soon after 
leaving the Hospital and was reported next day to be in 
Belfast. 

5. On the 5th April male patient W. ·H. (4775), a liberty 
patient, escaped from the recreation ground at Portrane. 
The customary steps to locate him were taken but nothing 
has since been heard of him. The Acting Branch R.M.8. 
assures me that no blame attaches to any member of the 
staff in connection with this escape. ' 6. Accidents to Patients (Grangegorman).-On the 11th 
April male patient B. B. (39571.) fell on the clayroom :floor 
when chasing another patient in fun and fractured his left 
femur. The Chief R.M. 8. is satisfied that there was no 
negligence on the part of any member of the staff in con
nection with this accident, which has been duly reported to 
the Minister for Health. 

7. Accidents to Patients (Portrane).-On the 7th April 
male patient C. R. (41248), who was working in the boot 
shop, deliberately cut himself with a knife. The injury was 
slight and the patient bad shown no signs of depression 
before the incident. The Acting Branch R.M.8 . .assures me 
that there wa no negligence on the part of the stnff of the 
boot shop. 

On the 2nd rlay, when painters employed in the laundry 
were shifting planks in the ironing room an aluminium ladder 
slipped and fell on a female patient. The patient, B. K. 
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(349), sustained only a minor inJury, viz., .a cut on the head 

in which one stitch was inserted. The Acting Branch R.M.S. 

is satisfied that the painters exercised reasonable care and 

that the accident could not have been foreseen . The Chief 

Engineer has given instructions that all ladders used in the 

laundry are to be secured at the top in future. 

8. Accidents to Staff (Grangegorman).-Female Attendant 

M. O'B. cut ' the first finger of her right hand when using 

the meat-slicing machine on the 30th April. She was 

attended to by a ~edical Officer and has been off duty since 

the accident. 
Male Nurse J. B. was off duty from the 2nd to the 5th 

May as a result of injuries to his teeth sustained while play

ing football for the hospital team. 
Nurse L. G. was off duty from the 30th April to the 2nd 

May suffering from nervous shock following an attack by a 
patient. · 

Nurse S. C. was struck on the back of the head with a 

funnel by a patient on the 4th April and w,as off duty for 

two days. 
A number of other accidents to staff at Grangegorman 

were reported which did not necessitate their going off duty . 

9. Accidents to Staff (Portrane).-Male Nurse M. B. 

received an injury to his face when playing football with the 

hospital team on the 19th April, and he bas been off duty 

stnce that date. 
~urse M. T. C. slipped in the general dininghall on the 

17th April and injured her left index finger. An X-ray 

disclosed a mall fracture of the finger and she ha been off 

duty since the 25th ultimo. 
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On the 28th ultimo Male Nurse D. F. slipped on the 
hospital door step and injured his right ankle. He was off 
duty for seven days. 

Temporary Attendant ·p_ C. injured his ankle playing 
hurling with the hospital team on the 18th ultimo and W!\S 

off duty from the 20th to the 23rd. 

Nurse J. C. slipped in the general dininghall on the 30th 
ultimo and was off duty for two days. 

-Nurse M. M. W. was struck on the left eye by a patient 
on the 16th ultimo and was off duty for four days. 

A. W., temporary painter, injured his leg owing to~ ladder 
breaking antl was off duty on the 30th 11arch. 

P. M., temporary painter, injured his chest owing to a 
ladder slipping on the 27th April and was off duty for a day 
and a half. 

A number of other accidents to staff were reported which 
did not necessitate their going off duty. 

10. With reference to the inspection at Grangegorman 
carried out by Councillors T. J. Murray and W. J. Colman 
on the 24th March, I have to report: -

Item' (i). Renovations in the bakery are proceeding 
following the installation of new machinery and the points 
rai ed by the Visiting Members will receive attention. The 
new dough mixer is installed .and is working satisfactorily 
but the divider is not suitable and will be replaced by the 
contractor. 

Items (iv), (v) and (vi). The painting and re-decoratiOl· 
recommended by the Visiting Members will be considered 
when the current painting programme is being arranged. 
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11. With reference to the inspection at Portran~ carried 
out by Councillors Denis Larkin, Mrs. Catherine Byrne and 
William Lawless and Mr. John Smithers on the 30th April, 
I have to report:-

Item (i). The Acting Branch . R.M.S., h11s submitted a 
report on the management of the laundry which has been 
referred back for further information. 

Item (ii). The Board's Architect has submitted a 
scheme for an addition to the Female Nurses' Home which 
is at present under examination. 

Item (iv). Winter heating is discontinued at the 
discretion of the Resident Medical Superintendent, when 
the weather is considered mild enough. There is no fixed 
date for the change over from winter to summer issues of 
fuel. 

12. A report has been received from the Ladies' After
Care <Committee covering the period of twelve months ended 
30th September, 1952, during which period the total number 
of visits paid to discharged patients, including those absent 
on tTial, was 415, and employment was secured for a number 
of them. I have endorsed the Chief R.M.S.'s appreciation of 
the very valuable work carried out by the After-Care Com
mitte, which is of great assistance to t~e medical staff, and 
on the Board's behalf I have expressed sincere thanks to 
these ladies for the voluntary charitable work. 

13. The Chief Engineer Teports that the campaign for the 
extermination of rats at Portrane has been very successful. 
The campaign was carried out under the direction of Mr. 
C. V. Flynn, Chief Veterinary Officer of the Dublin County 
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Council. I had a discussion with Mr. Flynn in Portrane on 
the 7th instant and it was arranged that one of the Board's 
staff would continue preventative treatment. 

14. The Department of Health has agreed that the 
reserve stocks of drugs held in the Board's Hospitals may 
be reduced from a twelve months' to a six months' level with 
certain exceptions. It has been arranged that current require
ments will be met as far as possible by drawing from the 
reserve stocks until the new level has been reached . 

15. In order to provide additional accommodation which 
is badly needed for the medical staff at Grangegorman, I 
have approved of a proposal to convert the fu·st and second 
floors of the doctor's quarters in the Male Hospital into 
two self-contained fiats, and to provide an entrance to the 
two new fiats which will be separate from the ground floor 
fiat. The cost of this conversion is as follows: Second floor 
fiat£320; first floor :flat, £250; new entrance £100. The 
structural alterations required are small, and the bulk of the 
expenditure on the two fiats will consist of re-decoration. I 
would ask the Board to authorise the total additional 
expenditure involved, viz., £670, for which provision has 
not been made in the current year's Estimate and Demand. 

16. The Minister for Health has approved in principle 
the proposal to provide six new staff houses at Portrane. 
The Architect's plans are under examination in the Depart
ment and a further communication on the matter is 
promised as soon as possible. 

17. Mr. J. A. Kenny, Consulting Engineer, has informed 
me that his report on the mechanical and electrical services 
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at Portrane has been delayed by reason of the fact that twu 
members of his staff, who were working on it, were injured 
in a motor accident. They have now recovered and it is 
expected that the report will be submitted at an early date 

18. Complaints have been received that the heating of the 
recreation room in the Nurses' Home at Grangegorman is 
insufficient in the evening, and I have approved of a recom
mendation made by Mr. Sean Mulcahy, Consulting Engineel; 
for the installation of four electric heaters at an estimated 
cost of £150. 

19. I have accepted the following tenders for the supply of 
Nurses' boots and shoes during the period ending 31st 
March, 1954:-

Pt:M BRos. LTD. 
Male Nurses' Boots @ £1 1,2 (\a pair 

DENSON LTD. 
Male Nurses' Shoes @ £1 9 0 a pair 

Female Nurses' Shoes@ £1 6 6 a pair 

Lll:!lt 
Year's Prices 

£1 10 0 a pair 

£1 9 0 a pair 
£1 6 0 a pair 

20. The Agricultural Manager reported that the supply of 
potatoes from the Board's Farms would not be sufficient to 
meet requirements until the new crop comes in. On his 
recommendation, I have accepted the tender of Messr . 
W. H. Lamb & Co. fnr 80 tons of potatoes at £13 12s. 6d. 
per ton delivered, being the lower of two tenders received. 

21. Further to Paragraph 12 of my report of the 13th 
March, a list of patients who are ordinarily resident in the 
areas transferred from the County of Dublin to the City of 
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Dublin by the City of Dublin (Extension of Boundary) 
Provisional Order, 1953, has been agreed with represent
atives of the Dublin Corporation and the .County Council. 
There are 49 such patients, and their maintenance will be 
charged to Dublin City instead of to County Dublin with 
effect as and from the 1st April, 1953. 

JOHN P. KEANE, 
Dublin Assistant City :0.1anager. 

MANAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO BOARD. 
21st May, 1953. 

22. Since 13th ultimo 77 male and 82 female patients 
were admitted, total159. One hundred and fifty-two of these 
were cha1·geable patients, of whom 86 were temporary, 37 
were voluntary and 29 were Persons of Unsound Mind. Four 
private patients were admitted-one voluntary and three 
temporary, and three patients were admitted by Order of 
Minister for Justice. 

23. On 16th April last I reported that the contract prices 
for the supply of eggs to Grangegorman and Portrane had 
been reduced because of a fall to 2f8d . a dozen in the price 
payable to egg producers. The price payable to· producers 
has since been increased to 2/10d. a dozen from 6th May, 
and the Board's contract prices have been increased 
similarly. 

24. Tenders were invited recently far the supply of fue1 

oil and five were received-all at the same prices. It ha . 
been decided to continue to purchase requirements from the 
existing suppliers, viz., Esso Petroleum Co. (Ireland) for 
Grangegorman and Caltex (Ireland) Ltd. for Portrane. 
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25. The Board ·s Insurers ha Ye furnil'hed their Sun·e.Yor 's 
report ou the steam jacketted boiliug pnns in the Genernl 
Kitchen, Female House, Gntngegonn<tit, which indicatel' 
thnt two pans should be replueed immedi11tely nncl four 
others next yeHr. The cost of new pam' is <lpproximately {;150 
each and IJrovision for this expenditure has not been made 
in the current ;\-ear's estimate and demand. 

On 4th ~m·ember last the · sanction of the }Iinister ·for 
Loc<tl GoYernment was obtained to a loan of £4,000 for the 
purchase of Laker.'- and kitchen equipment for Grangegor
mHn. This equipment did llot include the two boiling p<ms 
now condemnetl, but J propose, if the -:Yiinister npprows, to 
1Ja~- for them out o£ lo,m inste;t<l of other equipment not 
req uirecl so urgently. 

26. _ln the new l\Iale Yisiting Hall at Urnngegornmn. the 
la~-ing of wood block floors and dadoes is Yirttwlly com
pleted. Window glazing has been carried out and painting 
has comtlleneed. '!'he laying of drainage i" eompleted ancl site 
cleamnce is in progre;::s. 

27 . The "jiinister for Health ha~ dirPeterl Dr. Yineent 
Dolphin. ln,;pector of J'.Ientnl Hospibth.:, and }Ir. Hean 
}foni,;~ey, Inspector, to holCl ;m Inquiry at Portrane, com
mencing n~ 11 a.m. on WednesclHy. Hrd .June, 1953, into 
certain matters relating to patient,g in that Hospital. l am 
submitting the releYant conespomlence "·ith the Department 
of Health and I would suggest th<tt the Board consirler it in 
Committee immediately following the concluf'.ion of to-da,\·'s 
meeting. 

Orcl erf'. made thereon:-

JOHN P. KEANE, 
Dublin A.s8i.~tant City Jfa11a{JC1' . 
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Par. 9 . .l<'urther report to be submitted regarding <ICcillent 
to A. \Y., temporary painter . 

. PM. 12. The Board endorse;, the Manager's appreciation 
of the valuable work C<HTied out by the Ladies' ~\fter-Care 
Committee. 

Par. 15. Propo~ed b:- ~lr. T. O'Reilly, seconded by Cotm
cillor }lrs. Catherine Byrne: " That, pursuant to the 
prO\·ision:> of Section 25 of the County ~Ianugement Act, 
1940, the ~lanager be authorised to expend a sum of .:£670 
(Six Hundred and Se,·enty Pounds) in excess of the amouut 
uuthori ed in the Board's official Estimate and Demand 
for 1.953-54, for the purposes described in Paragraph 15 of 
his Report of the 30th April, 1953, viz., the provision of 
two self-cont.1ined flats and a DE,lw entrance in the ::VIedical 
Officers' quarters attached to the ~Iale Hospital at Grange
gorm<lll." Pa8sed. 

Pm·. 20. Referred to ~\gricultural Committee. 
Par. 27. To be considered in Committee . 

'O~BIIT'fEE OF THE WHOLE BOARD. 
\ .t the conclusion of the stated monthly meeting, the 

Board con, idered in Committee a letter dated 15th May, 
1!l5a, from the Department of Health, advising that the 
).Iinister had directed Dr. Vincent J. Dolphin, Inspector of 
).fen tal Ho pitals, nnd Mr. Sean ::vlorrissey, Inspector, to 
hold llll Tnquiry on the 3rcl .Tune, 1953, into allegations 
mndE> nbout th treatment of patients in Portrane and other 
mntt l'" nrisina therefrom. Earlier correspondence with the 
l epnrtment on this ubject was read to the members. On 
the motion of ~1r. T. O'Reill:y . econded bv Councillor T .. J. 
)Jurra,\·, ih following resoluti~n was adopted unanimously: 
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·' That we note the :\Iinister 's decision to hold an Inquiry 
nt Portrane on the 3rd June, 1953, and recommend thnt 
further consideration of the matter be deferred until after 
that elate." 

E. :\I. :\IURRAY, 
Chief Cle1·k. 

.Falconer, Dublin.. 

C. M. BYRNE, 
Chai1'man. 

JOHN DUN~E, 
Chief R.JI.8 . 
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Report No. 177· 

Grangegorman Mental 
Board. 

28th Alay, 1953. 

' 

Hospital 

. AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE .. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Committee was held in the 

Boardroom, Gvangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 

28th day of May, 1953, Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman) 

in the Chair. Also present; Councillors ·James Andrews, 

C. M. Byrne, Miss M. C. :Ennis, William Lawless, Messrs. 

1'. P. O'Reilly and John Smithers. 

ll.EP.OR'!' OF AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 
28th Afay, 1953. 

1. Purchased Cows and Milk Supplies.-Since my last 

report of ! 3rd April, 1953, six Friesian Cross cows and one 

Shorthorn springing cow, tuberculin tested, were purchased, 

tlosting £452 ·10s. Od., an .average of £64 12s. 10d. per cow. 

Milk supplies have been fully maintained to both 

hospitals during the month. A slight daily surplus occurred 

tip to the middle of May, after which it was found necessary 

to purchase above cows to maintain supplies. 

The present total daily production from 238 . cows is 524 

gallons Or approximately 2.2 g-allons per cow. 
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2. Ma&titis.-A few cases of mastitis are occurring 
amo~gst the milch cows on all farms. Two of these failed 
to respond to treatment, one of which was a bl~ck spot case. 

3 . Artificial Insemination and Abortion.-1\rtificiallnsem· 
ination is progressing satisfactorily ,and most ' ~{'the cows in 
the he11d are now ih calf. 

A few cases of abortions, . at about three months, have 
SXlGurred recently. The last case was sent to Thorndale for 
examination. It revealed the presence of organisms, closely 
resembling .B. Abortus. Latoratory .report. submitted. 

Since the general adoption of vaccination of the herd with 
Sttai.n 19 abortion vaccine, very fi!W ·.cases of abortion have 
OCCUlTed. 

4. Grass.-Grass has made very j>atisfactory growth on £11 
farms, and in my opinion is better than in previous y~ars, 
particularly on Santry Court. 

' A number of pastures on all farms have been closed off 
.for ha~ !lnd silage. These are .al&o making .very gaod ,growth. 
Sil11ge-making cotnm.enced on the Portrane Farm on 20th 
May, 1.953, the same date ~ts last yeat. 

5. Croplf . ........_Eight and .a halt acres .of batl41y;_ Wf:1-1'~ ·sown 
uur~ng th~ .mo11.th, gi;v~g '<!. tot.;J.l of 30 .acres,: .~o,\~· This 
completes the $Owing of ~his cr~n> 1 which is .four .<\Cres more 
than ·I origin~ll;y intended to sqw. 'l'he are~ sown is tb,ree 
ocr ., les;> :t~an la ~ - ;)lear'a. 

All grass seediilhave been .sow:n with he •exception of. eight acres.. 
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'l'he planting of the potato crop W;lS completed on the .18th • 

instant. Sixty-six acres were planted during the month, 

giving a total of 95 acres. which completes the planting of 

this crop. 

The potato crop for 1952 has now been removed from the 

pits ~nd sorted. Approximately 45 tons are in store for June 

use. The following are details of the yields, together with the 

figures for the three preceding years : ~ 

Acreage 
Planted 

(Map Measurement) 

1949 76 
1950 91 
1951, 87 
1952 95 

Ware 
T.C. Q. 

647 0 0 
780 14 3 
711 0 0 
84916 1 

Seed 
Tons 

35 
30' 
30 
67 

Yie1d 
per acre 
T. C. Q.· 
8 19 I 
B 15 ~ 8 
811 0 
9 '13 0 

Plusfed 
td 'piiJ& 
'l'ons 
120 
14D 
130 
150 

There is also approximat~ly 1! ' ton per acre of sm·au 

f>otatoes which 'Is similar to previoli.s yearl!. 

6. Santry.-The following stock are . on the land at 

Santry: 34 dry and ill-calf cows, 71 calves, 82 one-year-old 

heifers and 2 two-year•old heifers, total 189. . ·• 

In addition to grazing the above atoc'k, approximately 40 

acres have been closed 'off :for mowing for hay. 

Grass on Santry Court has made excellent growtH and 'is 

the bes-t for a number- of years. The iooreasea '<lres\>ing of 

Potash to the pastures has give11 ve'ry beneficial r~ul · : 

The eleven acres of Spring Wheat has made v~ry satis· 

factory grpwth and is the most promising crop for some year 

!>ast. 

Order. Noted.. 

J'AMES lif\YES, 
Agricultural Manager. 



Ag1'icuitu1'al Comm{ttee 2St.h .May, 195:J 

REPORT OF HEAD GARDEN:E)R , 

PORTRANE •. 
.I ,t,:: 

! ~ ~ . ... ·.! 

1. Crops in season at the moment : 12 acres of cabbagef 
~ acres onions i -!-acre lettuce; 1 acre rhubarb; t-acre leeks, 
also parsley, thyme, mint and sage. 

Young crops: 6 acres onions, 4t . acres parsnips, 2 acres 
Swede turnips, 1 acre carrots, 1--aere o£ seed beds, consisting 
of broccoli, cabbage and leeks, are doing well. 

Tillage and Sowings.-Two acres have been prepared for 
Swede turnips and at the moment four acres are being 
prepared for cabbage plants. 

Kitchen and Reclaimed Gardens.-Small sowings of salads 
and flavouring vegetables are made weekly to keep up a 
succession of these vegetables during the year. 

GRANGEGORM:A.N. 

'rhree acres of ground have been tilled and sown with 
beans, peas, turnips, leeks and carrots. The following crops 
are at the moment being weeded and grubbed, viz., peas, 
parsley, 1eeks, lettuce and onions. Recreation grounds, 
shruboeries and avenues are in good order. 

A. WOLOHAN,· 

Head Gardenet. 
Order. Noted. 
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APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 

The foilowing were appointed to inspect the Board's 
Farms and Gardens during the ensuing period to 25th June, 
1953, date of next meeting of the Agricultural Committee :,

Councillor D. Larkin ,(Cqairman) . . 

" 
James Andrews. 
C. M. Byrne. 

Mr. John Smithers. 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Ol'erlc 

FALCO~ER ; DUBLIN. 

DENIS LARKIN, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S . 

. , 
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Repo1t No. 178. 
18th June, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 

Board. 

BOARD MEETI NG. 

The stated monthly meeting of the Grangegorman Mental 

Hospital Board was held in the Boardroom, Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 18th day of June, 1953, 

Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman) in the Chair. The 

following members were also present:-

City of Dublin Representatives. -Councillors Mrs. 

Jatherine B yrne , Senator Michael J. Colgan, B ernard 

Conway, Richard tO. Keane, Mrs. Kathleen Nix, Messrs. 

John Cahill, William Chase, Mrs. Essie O'Byrne, Messrs. 

Richard Lawless, John Smithers, Denis Finn and Mrs. C. 

Keeble. 
County 

Andrews, 
County 

B yrne. 

Dublin Representatives. - Councillors 

Sean Taggart and Miss M. C. Ennis. 

Wick low Representative. -Councillor 

James 

C. M. 

An apology for non-attendance 

cillor Mrs. O'Shea-L eamy. 
was received from Ooun-

The minutes of last meeting (Report No. 176, 21st May, 

1953) were confirmed and signed. 
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A return of the state of the Hospital from 20th May 
to 17th June, 1953, as under, was submitted and signed:- • 
On Hospital Register on 20th ~fay, Males Femnles Total 

1953 1703 - 2069 3772 
Admitted to 17th June, 1953 55 59 114 

1758 
Males Females Total 

Discharged 
to 17th June, '53 45 28 73 

Died to do. 4 12 16 
Escaped to do. 49 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 
17th June, 1953 1709 

Absent on trial and escape on 17th 
June, 1953 20 

Number actually resident on 17th 
June, 1953, as per Morning State-
ment Book 1689 

DISTRIBUTION. 
~umber of Patients in Granaeaor-

o 0 
man Mentnl Hospital 827 

Number of Patients rn Portrane 
Mental Hospital 862 

Total number resident as above . . . 1689 

2128 3886 

40 89 

2088 3797 

22 42 

2066 3755 

1284 2111 

782 1644 

2066 3755 
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CHARG EABILITY. 
City of Dublin 
County of Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal Lunatics 
Non-district patients 

2849 
507 
338 
49 
12 

-+-

TOTAL 3755 

AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 
Mr. John Smithers proposed and Councillor James 

.\.ndrews seconded the adoption of RepoTt No. 177 of the 
meeting of the Agricultural Committee held on 28th May, 
1953. 

Passed unanimously. 

REPORT OF INSPECTION, GRANGEGOR:\1AN. 
27th May, 1953. 

1. We visited Grangegorman Mental Hospital on W ednes
daJ·, 27th May, 1953. 

Our first call was to the Women 's Therapy Department. 
The patients were doing their weekly task of cleaning ~tp. 
'l'here was little work on show, as we were informed that 
nearly everything had been bought up after the Exhibition 
held during the Tostal period. 

2. In the Kitchen of Division 24 we saw the dinner being 
dished up. It was an excellent meal, appetising and well 
cooked. It consisted of baked fish with onions in white sauce 
and mashed potatoes followed by custard. 

The walls of the Kitchen are rather dirty looking, but it 
must be difficult to keep them clean as there is so much 
cooking to be done and little space. 
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3. As we left the Kitchen, we noticed that the gutters 
needed cleaning, as grass was growing several inches h~gh. 

· Part of the <>utter was broken, due, no doubt, to the we1ght " of accumu'ated dirt .and weeds. 

4. In Division 24 many of the patients had visitors, and 
those who had none were sitting indoors as the day was 
showery. 

5. In the General Kitchen the dinner had been served, 
and an all-round " mopping up " of the floor was in 
progress. 

The dinner consisted of steamed smoked fish, white Hauce 
and boiled potatoes followed by a rice pudding. 

6. 'fhe corridor leading to the Dining Hall is drab and 
dirty looking and we suggest it should be placed on the paint
ing list, to be re-decorated at as early a date as possible. 

In the Dining Hall, the patients were finishing lunch, and 
one old lady informed us that she had had a '' lovely 
dinner '' and several others said they had enjoyed it very 
much. 

:,rhe Women's Dining Hall has been repaired in several 
spots, we noticed, and we hope it will be re-decorated soon 
as at present it looks very drab. 

7. We pas ed through Number 17. The din was terrible 
and all we could do was to pass through quickly. 

8 . The next part of the hospital we visited was St. Jude's 
W nrd. It looked very clean and comfortable and a cheerful 
fire was burning. One patient informed us she was very 
bappy as all the nur es were so kind and that she could 
not get better treatment if she paid expensive fees for it. 
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9. The small kitchen off this Ward with the small tables 

used as a dining room by patients who help with be wo!·k 

is a good idea and seems to please the patients very much. 

10. In St. Luke's .Ward patients were having their backs 

rubbed and they all looked most comfortable. 

In Annunciata Ward we spoke to several patients, who 

were loud in praise of the nurses and their treatment in· 

general. 
Division No. 18 was next visited and some of the patients 

were up and going about. Several asked us to try and speed 

up their getting home. 

· The general atmosphere of all the Women's Section we 

visited was one of cleanliness and cheerfulness . . 

11. We finished our inspection by visiting the Stores. 

There are ample stocks of dresses-summer and winter 

weigh~undfilrclothing, stockings and shoes, towels, sheets 

and blankets. 'It w.as good to see so many blankets in stock 

as at any time the price may go up owing to the rise in the 

cost of wool. 

Mr. Murphy, the Storekeeper, seems ' to have a plentiful 

supply of everything necessary for the welfare of the 

patients. 

12. We confined our visit to the Women's Section, hoping 

to visit the Male Section at some future date. 

Our thanks are due to Miss Sharkey, the 1\Iatron, who 

gave up her valuable time to accompany us through the 

various wards. We feel her time must be fully taken up 

looking after .a staff of some three hundred. 
CATHERINE BYRNE. 

JAMES ANDREWS. 

KATHLEEN NIX. 

Order. Bee paragraph 20 of Manager's Report of this date . 
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APPOINTMENT OF VISITING COMMITTEES. 

The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 
Portrane Visitino- Committees for the ensuing period to 23rd 0 

July, 1953, date of next meeting of the Board:-

GRANGEGORMAN VISITING CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor Denis Larkin 0Chairman). 
Mr. William Chase. 
~Irs. C. Keeble. 
Mrs. E. O'Byrne. 

PoRTRANE VISITING CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman). 
,, Mrs. K. Nix. 

Sean Taggart . 
Richard Keane . 

MANAGER'S REPORT TO BOARD. 

11th June, 1953. 
1. The number of patients resident in the Board's 

Hospitals on 9th instant was:-

In Grano-egorman 
In Portrane 

a compared with :-

Males 

814 
863 

1677 

Females Total 

1294 2108 
759 1,622 

2053 3730 

!lth ,June, 1952 1620 1982 3602 
!lth .June, 1951 1.568 1946 3514 
!lth .June, 1950 1584 1932 3516 
nth June, 1949 1519 1880 3399 

~hi . Y nr's number beina 12 more than on the correspond
mg elate la t year and 331 more than on the correspondino
date in 1949. " 
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2. The general condition of the Board's Hospitals is 

reported by the Chief R.M.S. and the Acting Branch R.M.S. 

to be satisfactory and the health of the patients normal. 

There were no cases of zymotic disease amongst patients 

during t~e past month. 

3. On the 12th May male patient B. S. (40125) escaped 

from a working party attached to the garden in Portrane. 

He was missing for some hours but was recaptured in the 

institution grounds on the same day. 

On the 17th May male patient P. N. (1066), Portrane, was 

allowed out for exercise. He was a liberty patient and he 

failed to return at tea time. He was reported to have been 

seen going in the direction of Swords and nurses were 

sent out to search for him and the Gardai were notified, 

without result. He has not since been recaptured. 

The Acting Branch R.~f.S. assures me that no blame 

attaches to any member of the staff in connection with these 

escapes. 

4. Accidents to Patient& (Grangegorman).-Male patient 

C. N. (4243) accidentally fell on the stair leading from ro. 

10 Division on the 1st June and sustained a fracture of the 

right tibia. 
Female patient R. M. (37899) accidentally fell when 

getting out of bed on the 29th May and su tained a fracture 

of the neck of left femur. She received treatment from a 

Visiting Surgeon. 
Female patient A. B. (1694) accidentally slipped when 

working in the dormitory on the 30th ultimo and sustained 

a light fracture of the left wrist. She was attended to by a 

Visiting Surgeon and her hand was put in pla ter. 

The Chief R.M.S assures me that no blame attaches to 

any member of the staff in connection with the e accidents, 

which have been duly reported to the :Minister for Health. 
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No serious accidents to patients in Portrane were reported 
during the past month. 

5. Accidents to Staff (Grangegorman).-Male ~urses 
E. O'D. and J. B. were injured in a motor cycle accident 
while off duty on the 27th May and they have been incapacit
ated for duty since that date. 

~1ale Attendant T. R. was off duty from the 23rd May 
to the 3rd June with a sprained ankle sustained while play
ing tennis on the hospital grounds. 

Nurse J. B. slipped and fell when off duty and injured 
her right ankle. She was incapacitated from the 11th to the 
15th May. 

Temporary Attendant E. D. was off duty from the 17th to 
the 20th May with a septic finger caused by an injury while 
on duty on the 14th May. 

A number of other nurses and attendants received injuries 
which did not necessitate their going off duty. 

6. Accidents to Staff (Portrane)-Male Nurse J. B . fell 
when wheeling a bicycle in the workshops yard on the 22nd 
11ay and injureJ hi left knee. He has been off duty since 
that date. 

~{ale Xurse P. F. caught his right hand in a door when 
on duty on the 16th ultimo and he has been off duty since 
the 29th ultimo. 

• ·ur~e ~1. W. has been off duty since the 30th :May with 
an injury to her right shoulder sustained when she was on 
le ve . 

· D., lerical Officer, wa off duty for one day with 
abrasion to his hand cau ed by a bicycle accident when 
coming on duty. 

J . ).f. , herd , wa , off duty from the 11th to the 16th Mav 
with injuries to his chest received when a lorry ran int.o 
hi car. 
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A number of other accidents to members of the nursing 
staff are ·reported which did not necessitate their going off 
duty. 

7. Arising out of Paragraph 9 of my report of the 15th 
M13,y, I have obtained from the Chief Engineer, as requested 
by the Board, particulars of the arrangements made for the 
inspection of ladders used on maintenance work. Laddertl 
are normally under the care of the charge tradesmen con
cerned, viz., charge electrician, charge plumber and charge 
painter. Other ladders required for general use are stored in 
the workshop yard. The Works Foreman recently examined 
the ladders and had a numbe1· repaired, but, owing to the 
large number of painters employed last month, some old 
ladders evidently were used. The Chief Engineer is carrying 
out a special inspection of all ladders in stock with a view 
to replacing any which show signs o£ wear. 

On his recommendation I have authorised the purchase 
of a " Beanstalk " hydraulic platform, which he believes 
will greatly minimise the risk of accidents on high work. 
A tower of this type has been used in Grangegorman for the 
past year and has proved very .satisfactory. 

8. The Inquiry referred to in Paragraph 27 of my report to 
the Meeting of the Board held on the 21st May was opened 
in Portrane on Wednesday, 3rd June, by Dr. VinP!)n~ 
Dolphin, Inspector of Mental Hospitals, and Mr. Sean 
Morrissey, Inspector, Department of Health. 

When a number of ~itnesses had been examined, Counsel 
for one of the Male Nurses whose name was mentioned in 
the terms of reference, intimated that he intended to apply 
to the High Court on the following day for an Order prohibit
ing the conducting of the Inquiry by Dr. Dolphin. The 
Tnquiry was deferred to Friday, 5th June. 
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On the 4th June Counsel for the Male Nurse was granted 
by the High Court a conditional order of prohibition direct
ing Dr. Dolphin and Mr. ~1orrissey to show cause why they 
should not be prohibited from conducting the Inquiry. 

The I nspectors attended at Portrane on the morning of 
the 5th June and adjourned the Inquiry sine die. 

9. With reference to the Inspection at Grangegorman 
carried out by Messrs . T . P. O'Reilly and William Chase 
on the 20th April, I have to report:-

Item (ii) There is a fixed allocation of cigarettes for 
patients working in the Occupational Therapy Depart
ment and the quantity available per patient may go up 
and down as the numbers attached to that department 
fluctuate . The allocation to the department is under exam
ination with a view to revision, if necessary. 

Item (iii) Offers will be invited for the obsolete 
machines in the shoemaker's and upholsterer's shop. 

Item (u:ii) The rooms referred to are occupied by nurses 
at present and they will be redecorated as and when 
opportunity arises . 

10. Arrangements are being made for the usual annual 
excursions for patients from Portrane during the coming 
month. Three buses a day will be hired over a period to 
take the patients to Glendalough and return via Round
wood. 

11 . On the 14th and 26th May tests were carried out on 
a_ new sound amplification system in the general dininghall 
at Portrane. The system proved satisfactory for amplification 
:>f ta"e performance but the cinema amplification was not 
'\t all up to standard. The Chief Engineer bas arranged for 
further tPsts with a different system, but it ma,y be necessary 
to reconstruct the cinema equipment proper. 
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12. The Board 's Architect has submitted a report on the 

proposal to provide additional bedroom accommodation for 

female nurses and a recreation room for senior staff nurses 

at Portrane. I have approved of his recommendation and 

submitted it to the Department of Health for the Minister's 

agreement in principle. 

13. The Minister has approved in principle of the proposal 

to construct six new staff houses at Portrane but he has 

raised certain questions in regard to drainage and sewage 

'disposal which have been referred to the Architect for 

further examination. 

Approval in principle has also been obtained to a report 

submitted by Mr. Sean Mulcahy, Consulting Engineer, on 

a proposal to centralise the heating and hot water services 

on the male side at Grangegorman. 

14. The Chief Engineer at Portrane has carried out a 

series of tests to ascertain the comparative values of various 

types of fuel used in the steam boilers at Portrane. The 

results of the tests are as follows:-
Estimated cost Cost per 1,000 lbs. 

Fuel of. fuel of steam produced 

Welsh Steam Coal 158/- per ton 8.5 shillings 

Heavy Fuel Oil 9llg6d. per gal. 8.5 shillings 

}!achille Won Turf 67 f- per ton 8.3-8.4 shillings 

Scotch Coal 122f6d. per ton 7.9 shillings 

Yorkshire Slack 107/- per ton 7.6 shillings 

Turf Briquettes 80f6d. per ton 7.2-7.3 shillings 

It will be noted that these tests show that turf briquettes 

are the most economic fuel for steam-raising ill Portrane on 

the basis of the prices shown, and I have accordingly 

approved of a recommendation of the Chief Engineer that 

briquettes be purchased for steam-raising during the summer . 
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months, May to September, inclusive. Owing to the limit~d 
capacity of the existing plant at Portrane, the Ch1ef 
Engineer does not consider it possible to maintain winter 
heating with briquettes. 

15. Tenders were subsequently invited for the supply of 
approximately 2,000 tons of turf briquettes to Grangegorman 
and Portrane during the period ending 30th September, 
1953, and, on the recommendation of the Clerk of \\'orks, 
Grangegorman, and Chief Engineer, Portrane, 1 have 
·accepted the lowest of seven tenders received, viz., that of 
P. Donnelly and Sons, Ltd., at 80f3d. per ton delivered 
Grangegorman and 82f3d. per ton delivered Portrane. 
Although the actual cost of turf briquettes delivered to 
Portrane is 1/9d. per ton more than that estimated by the 
Chief Engineer, briquettes still remain the most economic 
fuel. 

~6. In connection with the proposal to sell to · the Clon
liffe Harriers a plot of land at Santry ·Court containing 4 
ncres 3 roods and 10 perches or thereabouts, I have recently 
been informed by the Department of Health that the 
Minister has been in further communication with the Com
mi sioner of Valuation as to whether the valuation previously 
asse ed would require alteration on the basis of the land 
being u ed by an Amateur Athletic Club and not for develop
ment as a factory or building site, and on the understanding 
that the Club is prepared to accept a lease which would con
tain a restriction on the development of the site for factory 
or residential building. The Commissioner of Valuation has 
tated that, in his opinion, a fair price for the land on this 

bn is would be in the region of £2,500, and the Minister is 
pr P red to accord his consent to a sale at not less than 
that figure . I have notified the Clonliffe Harriers accord,ingly. 
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17. In accordance with a resolution adopted on 2nd 

January, 1947, pursuant to Article 16 of the Third Schedule 

to the Mental Treatment Act, 1945, Annual Meetings of the 

Board are held on the third Thursday in July each year, 

or if the third Thursday falls in any year on a date earlier 

than 17th July, on the fourth Thursday in July in that year. 

As the third Thursday in July this year falls on 16th July, 

the Annual Meeting for 1953 must be held on Thursday, 23rd 

July. 

18. On the recommendation of the Agricu~tural Manager, 

I have agreed that the Board should join with the local land 

owners in an application to have a river which runs through 

Turvey cleaned u;_der the Land Rehabilitation Project. The 

Agricultural Manager adv_ises that the cleaning of this river 

is most essential as it causes a great deal of flooding each 

year, and that the cost to the Board, ii any, should not 

exceed £70. A branch of this river was recently cleaned 

under the same project, and the Agricultural Manager under

stands that no charge was made to the local land owners. 

19. Work on the Male Visiting Hall at Grangegorman is 

nearing completion and proposals for furnishing it were 

under consideration. In view, however, of serious over

crowding in the hospital, it may be necessary to defer the 

purchase of the furniture and to convert the hall temporarily 

into a division for patients. It would be most unfortunate i£ 

circumstances compel the Board to adopt this course, which 

would defer indefinitely the provision of suitable visiting 

facilities for male patients. 

JOHN P. KEANE, 

Dublin Assistant City Manager. 
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MANAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO BOARD. 

18th June, 1953. 
20. Since 19th ultimo 49 male and 51 female patients 

were admitted. Ninety-six of these were chargeable patients, 
of whom 57 were temporary, 22 were voluntary and 17 were 
persons of unsound mind. Four Private Voluntary patients 
were also admitted. 

21. I have to-day accepted the following tenders:-
(i) Messrs. James Cowley and Son, Skerries Road, Lusk, 

for repairs to harness and the supply of new harness for 
the sum of £40 6s. Od. 

(ii) The Everbright Window Cleaning Co., Ltd., for 
cleaning of windows at Grangegorman for the sum of 
.£75 15s. Od. per quarter. 

The tenders accepted are the lowest received in each case. 

22. With reference to the Inspection carried out at 
Grangegorman on 27th ultimo by Councillors Mrs. C. Byrne, 
.\Irs. K. Nix and J. Andrews, I have to report:-

Item 2. It is difficult to keep the walls of kitchens 
clean but it is hoped to clean ancl paint most of them this 
year. 

Item 3. The cleaning of gutters is in hands. 
Item 6. The Clerk of Works is concentrating mainly on 

urgent external painting this year, but he will bear in 
mind the recommendation about the paintina of the 
corridor leading to the Dining Hall. "' 
T~e Dining Hall is in need of redecorating, but it is 

cons1dereu desirable to defer the work until the cinema 
apparatus hns been transferred to the proposed new 
Female Visiting and Recreation Hall. 



Board Meeting 145 18th June, 1953 

23. On 21st August last the Board adopted a report of 

the Agricultural Committee recommending (inter alia) the 

sale to St. Patrick's College, Maynooth, of two pairs of iron 

gates and five lamp standards from the driveway imme

diately opposite the old mansion at Santry Court. 

The Bursar of St. Patrick's College has offered fifty 

pounds for these articles and for seventeen metal posts and 

sixteen chains and he has agreed that the College will be 

responsible for the cost of removing them. 

I have had the fittings inspected by the Clerk of Works, 

Grangegorman, and the Chief Engineer, Portrane, who report 

that the price is satisfactory, and I propose to accept it, if 

the Board approves. 

Orders made thereon :
Par. 8. Noted. 

JOHN P. "KEANE, 

Dublin Assistant City Manager. 

Par. 11. Further report to be submitted. 

Par. 12. Approved. 
Par. 19. It was decided to ask the Minister for Health 

to receive a deputation from the Board which 

would explain the serious problem arising from 

overcrowding in the Board's Hospitals and 

press for immediate action to provide addi

tional accommodation. The following were 

appointed members of the deputation:-

Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman) 

, C. M. Byrne. 
Senator Michuel J. Colgan. 

Mrs. Kathleen Nix. 

Mr. John Cahill. 
Mr. John Smithers. 
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.Par. 23. Proposed by Mrs. K. Nix and seconded by Coun
cillor James Andrews that the articles men
tioned in Par. 23 of the Manager's Report be 
sold to St. Patrick's College, Maynooth, for 
the sum ·of £50 . 
.PaB',sed unanimously. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
Letter, dated 8th May, £rom the Irish Public Bodies 

Mutual Insurances, Ltd., enclosing for completion form of 
appointment of a nominee to 1"present the Board and on 
their behalf to vote and exercise every r1ght and power 
incidental to membership. 

Councillor Mrs. K. Nix proposed and Mr. John Cahill 
seconded that Councillor Denis Larkin be appointed as the 
Board's nominee . 

.Passed unanimously. 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

FALCONER, Du:sLJN. 

DENIS LARKIN, 
Chief R.M.S. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chairman. 
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Report No. 179· 
25th June, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board . 

. \ UHlCUL'J' ( R.\ L CO~H.Il'l''rBK 
.\ uwetiug of the .\ gricultural Committee was held iu the 

Boardroom, Urangegorman :\! ental Hospital , Dublin, the 
25th day of June, 1953, .Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman) 
iu the Chair. Also present: Councillors James Andrew~:;, 

C. M. B.vrne, ~Iiss :\L C. Ennis, \\' illiam Lawless, Messrs. 
T. P. O'Reilly anu John Smithers. 

REPORT OF AGRICUL'l'URAL }L\K.\ GER. 
25th June, 1953. 

1. Purchased Cows aftd .\lilk Supplies.-Since my last 
report of 28th ~lay 1953 thirty-four Shorthom <tnd one 
Friesian Cross cow·s' were 'purchased, costing £2, 26() LO,;. , 

which includes testing and uelivery to Portnme, an average 
of £64 15s. 1·7d. per cow. 

\\'ilh the purchase of the above cows, milk supplies have 
been fully maintained at both hospitals. 

The present total daily production from 2Hl cows is :JU4 
gallons or approximately 2·18 gallons per cow. 

2. Jfa8tilis-.-Fiity dry cows were recently milk-sampled 
and tested for mastitis and although these were clinically 
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free from the disease, a number were found to be infected 
under the laboratory test and these were treated. A few 
cases of acute mastitis are occurring amongst the dairy cows. 
These are responding to treatment. 

3. Artificial Insemination and Abortio11.-Artificial Insem
ination progresses satisfactorily and the majority of the cows 
are now in calf. It is intended to cea::;e ·erving cows from 
28th instant until about the middle of August , <lpproximnt.ely 
;;;even weeks, as sufficient milk is usually available during 
the months of April and early l\Iay without having <IllY 
cows calving. 

Cows are C<llviug down since 12st. instant and to 'date 
seven cows have calved. 

One further case of abortion occurred during the past 
month. 

4. Grass.-Grm; · hm; made very good growth ou all farms 
during the past month and meadows are looking promising. 
Good cuts of grass for silage hnve been made on 'fmvey and 
Portrane farms. The silo pits ou these £arms are nearing 
completion and approximately 1,100 tons of grass have been 
stored to dnte in the two pits. This is a considerable incren~e 
on lnst season. :\lost pastures.uow remaining are getting too 
strouo for ,;ilagt-nJHking and tht pits will 'soon hnve to be 
sealed off. 

Xo hu.) haH been cut to date, but it is expected to stnrt 
at au early date. 

5. rrops.-Grain crop~ are doing exception<lliy well. Tbe 
early sown b11rley is so prolific that 8mnll portions of it haYe 
lodged with the recent min. 'l'he sowing of all grass seed 
wu · completell, at the end oi ~lay iu the late sowu barley. 
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The weeding m1d moulding of the potato crop is nearing 
completion . The first and second earlies are a very promis
ing crop. The early sown mnin crop also looks \vel!, but the 
Inter sown portion of the mtlin crop is not so good. It appears 
that some of the home-grown seed is not so sntisLetory and 
rloes not compare with the freshly purchased. st:ed. It is 
intended to commence supplying new potatoes to both 
hospitals a bout the 1st of July. 

'rhe twelve acres of fodder beet ha ,·e been thinned and 
with the ex.ception of one · acre, which W;ts sown under 
adverse conditions and on which some drills of seed failed to 
strike, the crop is very promising. 

6. Santry.-The following stock are on the land nt 8antry. 
Sixteen drv nml in-cnlt cows B6 cnlves :mel 6B one-ve:H'-oH 
heifer;;, totnl 170. ' . 

Grass has made Yery good g owth on thi!'; fm m and ~h· 

fields closed off for meadowing nppenr to be doing well. 

7 · Following the recent inspection report of .Councillors 
.\udrewR and Larkin and Mr. Hmithers, I ~mbmit part:cul:IJ's 
of the qunntity of beef supplied to Portrane Store :fo:· .Jw 
period from JRt Jnnuarv 1952 to 31st Decembe1·, 1952, and 

.for the five months fr~:n- 1st 'January, 1953, to 3ht May, 
195!3. ln addition I aive the relative quantities for the firs~ 
fiye months of 195.2 ~ith the percentages in each case:-

l3E]<}F SUPPLIED TO STORJ~S. P.ORTRAXK 
(12 MowrHS EXDED m.st DECEMBER, H}52.) 

BULLOCK VEAL HEUIER ('OW 
No. lbs. No. Ibs. No. lbs. No. lb.. 
95 67,008 59 2,817 2 1,043 226 125,292 

Bullo('k 
Veal 
Heifer 
Cow 

95} 59 156 
2 

\!26 

67,008} 
2,817 70,86 36% 
1,043 

125,292-64% 
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FIVE :.IoNTHS EXDED 31st l\lAY, J05;l. 

BULLOCK 
No. lbs. • 
36 23,243 

Bullock 
Veal 
Heifer 
Cow 

VEAL 

No. lbs. 
3 193 

36") 
3 ~51 

12j 
95 

HEIFER Cow 
No. lbs. No. lbs. 
12 5,732 95 50,690 

23,243} 
193 29,168-36·5% 

5,732 
50,690-63. 5% 

FIVE MoNTHS EXDED 31st :\f., Y, 1 0i12. 
BULLOCK 

No. lbs. 
VEAL HElFER Cow 

33 22,359 
No. lb~. No. lbs. No. lbs. 

Bullock 
Veal 
Cow 

35 1,488 

33} 68 35 
104 

Orders made thereon:
Pars. 1 to 4· ~oted. 

104 58,14:! 

22,359}?3 84~-290' 
1 488 - ' I . / 0 

' 58,142-71% 

.JA:\IES HAYES, 
Agrirult11ral .\lanagl'l'. 

Par. 5. Recommend that new potatoes be supplied to 
p11tients in both hospitals forthwith and that .\gricultural 
.:\Innager dispose of the remaining old potatoes to the best 
ndv::mtage. 

Par. 6. Koted. 

Par. 7. See order on Paragrnph (1) of Farm Inspection 
RE>port dated lOth June, 1.953. 

REPORT OF HK\D G-ARDENRR. 

25th .T1me, 1958. 
PORTRANE. 

1. l'egetahle Fielcls.-All crops are c1oing well and there 
i. 11 plentiful supply of Spring cabbage and .\ utumn onion._. 
\t the moment we are weeding five acrE>s of Spring onions. 
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The crop is not as good as last year's and the yield ma,v be 

below avernge. The wt>eding and thinning of 4~ acres of 

parsnips is finished. I expect the yield from this crop to be 

aboYe a\·erage. Two acres of Swede turnips lHtYe been 

t!Ainned and grubbt>d, two acres of latE> ~own Swede~ are 

now up. One acre of carrots has been sprayed with T.V.O. 

A ~E>cond flcre is in the early seedling st~e and is not forward 

enough for Rpraying. During the past week It acrE's of 

Brussel sprouts and li acres of broccoli were planted .• \t 

the momE>nt gmnnd is being prepared for more bmccoli nncl 

leeks. 

2 . . \ ll fruit anrl vegetables are doing well in the kitchen 

gnrdens .. \ pple and pear trpes hn,·e been sprnyed four timPR 

and the ~·oung fn1it nt the moment nppenrs to be freP 

from diRPase and pests. The fir~t picking of bush fruit 

commenced this week. 

GRA GEGORMAK. 

3. Two acres of ground have been ploughed and mflnured 

in preparation for planting of leeks an<l Brussel ~prouts. 

Rec1·ention grounds and shrubberie are kept in good con

clition. 

A. WOLOH.\X, 

Heacl Garde11er. 

OrdPr. Noted. Mannger reque. ted to deal with J•ecom

mendation made some month.:; ngo hy \'i.,iting :\IPmlwr,; 

that an electric pump be instnllPd in thr garden. 
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FARM INSPECTIOX REPORT, PORTRA~E. 
lOth Jtme, 1953. 

1. Accompanied by Dr. D. Hegarty, .\cting Branch 
ReRiden't Medicnl Superintenclent, and :Mr. Conway, Chief Storemrm, we inspected the meat in the Cold Store. \\' e 
noted that there was both bullock and cow beef in the store. 
While the meat appeared to be satisfactory with regard to its quality, the proportion of bone to edible ment nppeared 
to be excesl"iYe in the ca. e of the cow beef. 

On inquiry we were informed that oYer n period cow beef would account for. more than 50 per cent. of the total rne;<t allowance supplied to the patients. \Ve believe that this question is one requiring investig,,tion, und, ;lCCOJ'(lingly, 
requested th,lt n detailed report of the meat killed for 
patients' commrnption fol' the following periods be submitted-

lst January, 1952, to 31st December, 1952. 
l,st January, 1953, to lRt June, 1953, 

under these headings:-
Bullock Beef Heifer Bee£ Cow Beef. 

This report to be available £01· the Committee at its next meeting. 

2. Accompanied by 11r. vVolohan, Head Gardener, we 
visited the gardens, and in the course of our visit noted that the gooseberry mop is an excellent one and verv wtlll forward, and, judging by present indication, supplies 0 .£ the fruit will 
be available to the Institution before very long. 

Supplies of excellent rhubarb have been well maintained 
on the threequarters of an acre planted with this item. 

The apple crop this year is fair, but cannot be compared with la t year's crop, which was unusually heavy. Work in 
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the gardens as a whole was well in hand, and we would 
like to express appreciation of the reclamation work carried 
on by the Head Gardener. This work, we understand, has in 
the yeaTs since his appointment resulted in turning over 
approximately 4t acres of woodland into excellent gardens 
and orchards. The work itself involved the Hospital in very 
little expense beyond the cost of the fruit trees, as it was 
carried out each year in the dormant season and mainly with 
the assistance of patient labour. We should like, in addition, 
to compliment both members of the Farm ·Staff and the 
\'ursing .Staff who have assisted in this work for the excellent 
results achieved. \Ve ptlrticularly noted again on this 
occasion the interest shown by the patients who work in 
the gardens. They all appear to· be very interested in their 
various activities in the Institution . 

The indoor tomatoes look very healthy and there is every 
indication ·that there will be an excellent cTop. We also 
inspected the cabbage field and work going on in other 
fields which come under the Head Gardener's jurisdiction 
at the moment, and everything appears to be very satis
factory. 

3. In 'the course of our visit we became aware that once 
again the lack of adeq unte facilities for games was the sub
ject of discussion among the representatives of the various 
interests concerned. 

Accompanied by Dr. Hegarty and the Head Gardener, we 
inspected the Sports Field, and subsequently requested Dr. 
Hegarty to arrange that representatives of the various groups 
meet the Visiting Committee . Later the Visiting Committee, 
together with Dr. Hegarty, Mr. Wolohan and Mr. Qhalmers, 
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.Chief Engineer, heart! tt general exprel:\:-;ion of ,.i!'"'" ;rotn 
the following nurse~ repre~eutiug the different g:·c: tps:-

Michael Byrne Oaelie Footb;tll. 
Thomas Kavanagh 
Thomas BJTne 

Hurling. 
Hockey. 

Timothy Reardon Boccer an!1 Cricht. 
'l'lte representatives ot the groups explained the JU<III,Y difli
culties in arranging for the playing of games and the holding 
of different fixtures on the existing Sports Field, and they 
explained that the standard pitches which would be required 
for the different games are as follows:-

Gaelic, Hurling, Camogie 160 yards x 100 ;nm1s 
_\ssociation Football 120 prds x 70 yards 
Hockey 100 yards x 60 yards 
Cricket The minimum are<t for three creases 

would be D yards x 22 yard~, plus 
additional ground for fielders, which 
should have no obstructions. 

'l'he Committee, following discussion with the represent
nth-es, recorded their opinion that the existing ground with 
a total playing area of approximately 200 yards x 100 yards 
is not suitable or adequate to provide facilities for the variety 
of games played, particularly as it has been the experience 
that very frequently it is impo sible to avoid fixtures clash
ing at the week-ends. The Committee recommend, therefore, 
th;tt the existing ·ports ground be increased by the incorpor
ation within it of an area approximatel:v 180 yards by 120 
yards l~· ing immediately outside the Eastern Boundary Wall, 
that is, at the end of the Sports Field away from the 
ln-;titution. That the Boundary Wall and plantation in this 
;;ituntion at present should be removed and a new boundary 
wall and plantation provided on the outer perimeter of this 
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space. The adoption of this recommendation would, in the 

view of the Committee, result in adequate facilities being 

made available for the playing of the v.arious games and the 

provision of adequate facilities in this connection would, it 

is believed, encourage a greater interest in the playing of 

these games and would, from the point of view of the

patients, provide much more opportunities for them to watch 

the games and take .an interest in the various sports, .and 

to that extent the Committe feel, be of general benefit. The· 

Committee feel that consideration of this recommendation 

is a matter of some urgency in view of the fact that an 

inspection of this site took place also last year and recom

mendations were made, but nothing has been done. Finally, 

the rCommittee recommend that consideration would ;;~lso be· 

given to the question of the provision of adequate pavilions .. 

(Signed) DENIS LARKIN. 

Orders made thereon:-

JOHN SMITHERS. 
JAMBS ANDREWS. 

Par. 1. Recommended that the existing meat allowance be· 

increased slightlv to compensate for the loss in edible meat 

arising from the' high proportion of cow beef supplied from 

the farm, pending a substantial reduction in the number of 

cows being slaughtered. 
Par. 2. Noted. 
Par. 3. Recommended that area of the existing sports. 

ground be increased as suggested by the Visiting Members .. 

INSPECTlON REPORT, PORTRANE. 
16th June, 1953. 

1. I carried out an in,spection of the farms at Portrane on· 

Tuesday, 16th June, accompanied by Mr. Hayes, and am 
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pleased to report that the crops are all very promising. 'rhe 
Spring wheat, Karn II, and the \\'inter wheat, Glasnevin 
Rosa, certainly look extra good. The first early potatoes, 
Epicures and Homeguards, about 5! acres, looked fine. 

2. The silo pits at Portrane and 'rurvey were being filled. 
900 tons of grass had already been stored. I was interested 
in the reconstruction of the old silo pit at Portt·ane to shed 
and loft. 

3. I also inspected a large number of cattle including the 
five-months-old young bull by _\mbassador. 553 cattle-306 
-cows, 92 calves, 68 yearlings, 83 two-y~ar-olds and four 
bulls, comprised of Shorthorns, Friesians and Ayrshires. 
The recently purchased 26 cows, eight :Friesian crosses and 
18 horthorns, should prove a good investment. 

4. The pigs are up to the usual Portrane standard. I saw 
247 in all-167 bonhams, 11 store, seven fattening pigs, 20 
store sows, 39 brood sows and three boars. 

C. 1\I. BYRXE. 
Order. Noted. 

FARM COS'.DS. 
_\ report prepared by the Agricultural ~Ianager on his 

exomination of the farm costs for 'the vear 1951-52 was 
· ubmitt d and it was decided to defer cm;sideration of it to 
n pecial meeting of the Agricultural Committee to be held 
at 11 a.m. on Thur day, h .July, 1953--the ordinary 
mee ina of the _\!!ficultural Committee to be held at 3 p.nt. 
on the 'ttme d· e. 
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APPOINTMENT OF VISITING :YIEMBERS. 

The following were appointed to inspect the Board's 
Farms and Gardens during the ensuing period to 30th July, 
1953, date o£ next meeting of the Agricultural Committee:

Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman). 
Miss M. C. Ennis. 
William Lawless. 

Mr. T. P. O'Reilly. 

X. KEANE, 
Acting Chief Clerk. 

FALCONER, DUBLIN. 

DENIS LARKIN, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.B. 
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Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

EXAMINATION OF FARM COSTS 

YEAR 1951/ 52 

1. A costings examination of the Board's farms at 

Portrane, Ballymastone, Turvey and Santry Court has been 

completed in respect of the year ended 31st March, 1952, 

and the following are my observations on the figures pro

duced in respect of each activity costed. For comparison, 

the production costs on Portrane farms for the year 1949 f 50 

are given, being the latest available. I am not in a position 

to give recent comparative c~sts from any other source; 

besides, in my opinion, conditions prevailing in commercial 

farms bear little resemblance to those obtaining in Portrane. 

In previous costing analyses of the farms, Santry Court has 

been costed as a separate unit but in the year under review 

it has been included with the other farms and all costed as a 

single unit. During the past two years Santry Court has 

been absorbed into the general farming policy and treated as 

part of the normal farms, though it is mainly maintained 

as a grass farm with a cereal crop, undersown with grass

seeds, grown where pastures are showing signs of deterior

ation. It has been estimated that there are 120 statute acres 

of arable land at Santry. 

2. It will be observed from the current figures that 

production costs are higher generally due to increases in 



\vage,; and increase,; in the cost,; of 1;1t1nure,;, feeding stuff:;, 
livestock, machinery and general maintenance and replace
ments. Overhead charges per acre have increased despite the 
fact that 120 acres at Santry Court have been included in 
the total arable acreage of all the farms. In the case of works 
of a capital nature carried out by the Chief Engineer and 
drainage and reclamation work carried out by the farm staff, 
only 10 per cent. of the cost of such works is charged 
annually against the various cost accounts. By this method, 
the charge under this head increases annually on account of 
the amounts which have to be carried forward from the 
previous years in addition to the proportion for current 
works, a large amount of which has to be undertaken each 
year. Another item affecting the production costs of potatoes 
and fodder beet and the subsequent cereal crops is the high 
cost of producing farmyard manure, which is 17 f6d. per ton, 
an increase of 8f2·4d. from 1949/50. This steep increase is 
mainly due to the high price paid for materials used as litter 
during the year. 

3. CROP PRODUCTION. 

(a) WHEAT. 

The total area under this crop was reduced from 107.5 to 
97.5 acres to allow for the growing of a quantity of feeding 
barley. The cost of production per acre has increased from 
£22-12-St to £27-16-6, but despite this fact the profit per 
acre ha increased sliahtly to £15-10-9 althouah the yield at 0 ' 0 10.25 barrels is slightly less. The increase in production costs 
is accounted for by the increase in the cost of labour, seeds 
uud manurial residues. Other expen es show little change. 
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(b) BARLEY. 

'l'wenty-five and a half statute acres of a feeding variety 

(Ymer) of this crop was grown for the first time and the 

total amount of grain produced was retained for feeding to 

livestock: Production cost per acre was £26-14-5, which is 

less than the cost of growing an acre of wheat. The average 

yield per acre was 19 barrels, which is high, and the· cost 

works out at £14-0-10 per ton . It is very cheap feeding at 

this cost and its inclusion in the rotation is justified. 

(c) PoTATOES. 

The acreage under this crop has increased by ll to 87. 

'l'he cost of production per acre is £85-6-0, as compared 

with £69-2-1 in 1949/50, an increase of £16-3-11 under all 

heads. The average yield per acre at 8.55 tons is slightly less, 

which is due to the very poor return from the first and second 

earlies. The profit per acre has dropped fmm £47-1_2-4 to 

£16-2-4 and is accounted for- apart fmm the higher cost of 

production and the lower yield-by the fact that the average 

price per ton during 1951/52 was £2-5-0 less than in-1949 /50. 

Digging of the early potatoes did not commence until the 

end of July, 1951, at which time the price had fallen to 

£ll-O-O. The price per ton at the corresponding date in 1949 

was £20-0-0. The fall in the average price affects the profit 

per acre to the extent of £19-0-0. 

The weather during ~pring 1951 was exceptionally bud 

and potato-planting was unduly delayed, not being com

pleted until the 25th of l\Iay. Late ploughing of ley fields, 

especially 17 acres of a very old rushy pasture which was 

very difficult to till, made the job of tilling an<.l culth·uting 
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very hard and tedious, a fact which added considerably to 
the production costs. 

(d) FoDDER BEET. 

An area of 8 acres of this crop was grown on the fiat 
system for feeding purposes. 'l'he total production was 
estimated at 112 tons roots and 80 tons of tops, all of which 
were fed to milch cows. Fodder beet produces the highest 
amount of dry matter per acre of any of the commoner roots, 
being equal to sugar beet. It has approximately double the 
feeding value of turnips or mangolds. 'rhe cost of production 
was £593-2-4, or £3-14-2 per ton root equivalent, and at this 
price it is a very economical form of feeding suitable for 
cattle or pigs. 

(e) SILAGE. 

With a view to maximum silage production on the most 
economical lines it was decided to erect an 800-ton drive
through covered trench-silo at Portrane to replace the 
rectangular pit, the filling and emptying of which absorbed 
too high a proportion of manual labour. The site of the new 
pit was selected in the hay-barn, which provided the 
necessary roof-cover. The capacity of the rectangular pit at 
Turvey was increased from 300 to 6(X) tons approximately 
by removin·g the end-walls and extending the sides to allow 
filling by the drive-through method with the intention of 
covering at a later date. The provision of these pits elimin
ated the making of silage at Santry Court and Ballymastone 
on economic grounds. It was found possible to ensile 
approximately 1,400 tons of grass from an estimated 140 
acres during the season, which gave 1,000 tons of edible 
fodder. There was a considerable loss on the top of each pit 
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due to the fact that they were not sealed with clay, as it 

was suggested that such was unnecessary according to 

modern practices. When the pits were opened there was 

waste to the extent of 12 inches, resulting in a big reduction 

in the ultimate tonnage of cured silage. The cost of 

production per ton after allowing for wastage is £2-6-4, as 

compared with £1-13-8 in 1949/ 50. The increase is 12 /8 per 

ton under all heads. 

{f) HAY. 

Production was 200 tons from an estimated 160 acres, 

mostly taken from a second cut. The cost of production per 

ton is £7-8-2, an increase of 19/6 since 1949f50. This cost 

appears high, h11t as most of the crop was a second cut the 

yield per acre was low and the harvesting costs would be 

little more if a heavier cmp had to be saved . . \ higher yield 

would reduce the cost per ton considerably. 

(g) GRAZING. 

The cost of production of grazing per acre has increased 

by £1-11-8. It is not possible, however, to make a fair 

comparison with the 1949 f 50 figures with regard to acreage 

or costs because in that year Santry Court, demted entirel,v 

to grass, was costed separately and the reRults are not 

expressed in terms of co ts per acre. However, there nppears 

to be a tendencY towards increases under all hefl(k Strip

grazing was int~·oduce<l during the year, a ~'.rstem which 

involves a higher Iabom content, which is justified b.'· the 

higher production per acre. On account of the s_vgtem of 

;;hort rotations and the increa ed use of ha~· nnd silage

making machinery, surface stones are more frequent ancl 
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their collection from pastmes hm; become an annual necessity, having also the effect of increasing labour require
ments. 

4. MEAT SUPPLY. 

(a) BuLLOCK BEEF. 

There has been a loss of £946-15-8 on 80 bullocks bought in and slaughtered for beef required in Portrane Hospital, representing a loss of £11-16-8 per beast. Bullock beef supplied in this manner is credited to the Farm Account at the price paid for beef supplied to Grangegorman under contract. During the year under review the average price of beef purchased under contract was 1f4id. per lb. This figure is extremely low, as is evidenced by the fact that the contract price for the following year waR 25% higher. 
(b) MUTTON. 

There was a loss of £161-7-7 on 411 sheep slaughtered, representing 7 f lOd. per sheep, due also to the low contract price being 1fl0id. per lb., average for the whole year. The contract price accepted for the ensuing year is higher by about 8%. 

The low contract price for beef also resulted in low credits for cows, bulls and heifers slaughtered off the farm . The combined total of these animals slaughtered was 235 and the loss is estimated at £10-0-0 per head. 

5. YOURG TOCK. 

~inety-one ht>ift>rR entere<1 thP dniry herd during the yeti!' and the cost of rearing these was estimated at £53-19-4 per head, as compared with £6fi-:;l-7 during 1949f50. The cost of 
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rearing compares favourably with the average price of 

market cows purchased, which was £53-10-0 for 124. The 

method of rearing cah·es by suckling cows has proved very 

satisfactory and reduces the amount of whole milk fed to 

a minimum, i.e., 90 gallons per calf reared. The system of 

hand-feeding and grazing calvE's on new pastures has reduced 

the incidence of pa1·asitic diseases and hoose has been 

practically eliminated. 

6. PIGS. 

The pig herd yielded n profit of £2,988-17-7, as compared 

with £1 ,309-10-5 for 1949/ 50. This enterprise has proved 

the most satisfactory on the farm for the year. During the 

year the fattening of pigs was reduced to a minimum owing 

to lack of accommodation and a policy of producing the 

maximum number of bonhams wns concentmted on. Very 

satisfactory prices were availa-ble for saleable bonhams 

thmughout the year. This change in policy eliminated the 

purchase of meals, previously necessar~- for fattening, to the 

extent of £1,000, and this factor, together with the low cost 

of barley, had a big bearing on the ultimate profits obtained . 

. \. sy tern of pig recording is in operation :mel the following 

m·e some details extracted thPrefrom:-

:hemge size of litt!'r at birth for 67 litters 

.\.verage size of litter after 21 days for 

67 litters 
.hernge weight of bonhnms at 21 days 

.\.verngp numh!'r of broo<l sows in the her<l 

.\.n•mgp no. or litt!'rs P~''" sow per annum 

.herage number of pigs hom per sow 

Average number of pigs reared p!'r sow 

0.4!3 bonhnms 

8.76 
11.80 lhs. 
!30. 1 

2.2 
21.0 
19.5 
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Effect of sires on size of litters and weight nt 21 days. 

Size oflittcr Size of litter 

Average 
weight per 
bonham 

at 21 days. 
Sire at birth. at 21 days. 

Portr11o11e Double-top (39 litters) 9.2 8.6 11.9 Portrane Beginner ( 9 
" ) 9.3 8.6 12.0 Portrane Majestic ( 1 
" ) 9.0 9.0 13.0 Ballymakaily 

11.6 
Da.ndeloin (18 

" 9.9 9.2 

From the above it can be obserYed that the breeding is very regular and the average size of litters at birth anll after 21 days is satisfactory, but the average weight at 21 days could be better and bas declined slightly since recording started. This is due to a succession of mediocre boars used in the herd, but it is hoped that recent purchases of stock boars will bring about an imprm·ement. 

7. 1IILK PRODUCTION. 
The following is a summarv of the total costs and costs per gallon involved in the prod.uction of milk under five main beadings, together with costs per gallon for 1949 /50 under similar headings:-

1951 / 52. 1949/ 50. Toto\ Costs Cost per Cost per 
gRllon J:_a\lon Food 

£11,415 9 !) 14.76cl. 12.9\d. Labour 
6.!J52 4 6 R. 2\cl. 7 .4:Jcl. V Pt. Expeiil!es 612 2 . 79d. 1. JOd. Herd Replacements 1,60-! 12 2 2.06d. 2.92d. Miscellaneous 
3.872 19 I l 5.00d. f).42d. 

--- -£23,857 7 6 :lO. 82d. 29.7 d! 



Tho total cost of milk production has increased by 

£2,836-0-0, but production has been stepped up by 1,6,346 

gallons. Nevertheless, the cost of production per gallon at 

2j6·82 shows an increase of 1·04 pence. Increases occur 

under two main headings, viz., food and labour. The former 

at 14·76 pence per gallon has increased by 1·85 pence and 

the latter at 8 ·21 pence has increased by ·78 pence. 

(a) FooD. 

As indicated elsewhere, production costs of grass, silage 

and hay have shown considerable increases. The policy of 

producing the maximum amount of grass and grass products 

has been pursued to the fullest . On account of the late 

Spring, grass was not available for grazing until the end of 

April, but growth during the Summer and Autumn was very 

satisfactory. Sugar pulp, which forms the basis of the con

centrated ration, was dearer by £2-5-6 per ton; also 36 tons 

of a dairy compound at £27-12-5 per ton was fed as a 

balancer, and other balancer foods cost an average of 

.£28-16-0 per ton . Balancer foods during 1949/50 cost 

£24-10-0, so that there is an increase of £3-10-0 per ton 

on all balancer foods purchased during 195l.f2. With a view 

to greater economy in providing a properly mixed and 

balanced dairy food, a batch mixer was installed capable of 

turning out one ton in 20 minutes. It has proved a great 

asset in the preparation of balanced foods for all stock which 

can be compounded at a much cheaper price th rm the 

purchas«:>d compound. 

(h) LABOUR. 

The cost of labour increas«:>d by 16/ - per week, or 

approximately 19%, which resulter1 in an overall increase 
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of £1,100 in milk production. Man hours have been estimated at 151·1 per cow in the herd and 26· 3 per 100 gallons of milk produced. In recent years there is a tendency towards a gradual withdrawal of patient labour from dairy work and invariably replacements have to be made with paid labour. 
(c) MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 

The total cost of miscellaneous items at £13,872-19-11 is almost the same as in 1949/ 50, but increased production resulted in a reduction in terms of pence per gallon . Increases in sundry charges under this head haye been more than offset by a reduction of more than £000 in the estimated amount of maintenance by the Engineer's department. During the year under review the only capital expenditure in milk production apart from water extension, which is an annual project, was that involved in the introduction of artificial insemination. This innovation necessitated an outlay of £138-3-8 in providing a laboratory and £164-1 -0 in equipping same. As I have allowed only 10% of the cost of the laboratory and 10% of the col't of some of the equipment, the charge for the year amounts to only .£77-16-2. 
(d) VETERIXARY EXPENSES. 

These expenses are down by £163-14-2 nnd form only 2·56% of the total cost, which is low comidering the size of the herd . One contributory cause of the reduction is the use of tube-penicillin in the treatment of mastitis , obYiating severn! vif'lits and expenf'live infusion!'~ b:--· the yeterinary surgeon. 

(P ) Ht:Ro HF.PMCEMENT Co TS. 

Herd replacement co. t are reduced bv .£455-0-10 or ·86 pencE' per gallon. Here again the rise in. production makes 
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the reduction per gallon greater. Heifers entering the herd 

increased from 63 to 91, while the estimated cost per head 

has decreased by £11-3-3. Purchased cows numbered 124 

at an average price of £53-10-0, an increase of £6-15-4 per 

head. The difference between the purchase price and the 

average credit per cow slaughtered is £~4-1-6. The most 

ummtisfactory aspect of herd maintenance is the low yields 

obtained from the majority of the purchased cows and home

bred heifers. The yield obtained fmm each category is 

,;ummarised hereunder:-

Purchased Cows . 

Number Av. yield of 

Number Av. yield slaughtered slaughtered cows. 

1948 148 424 galls. ll4 - galls. 

1949 144 432 92 341 

1951 124 449 63 308 

Homebred heifer8. 

1949 63 492 galls. -galls. 

1951 91 342 38 185 

The average yield of the purchased cows shows an incrensc 

of 17 gallons per cow at 449 gallons. This average would not 

have been obtained if it were not for the fact that 31 

Friesians and Friesian Crosses, whose average yield was 57:5 

gallons, were among the purchased cows. The majority of 

these Friesians were on their first lactation. The average 

yield for the 91 home"bred heifers is down to 042 gallon. ancl 

is very disappointing. These nre mostly the progeny of five 

.\!bert College bulls, three of which have pro,·ed ummtis

factory, one good and one avE>mge. It ic; hoped that better 

results will be obtained when the progen~· of Friesian bull 

introduced i~ 1950 will b('gin to calve down . 
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8. GENERAL. 

It is apparent from the various accounts costed that the wheat crop, potato crop and pig production are showing good profits and that the supply of meat and milk is resulting in a loss . As long as the credit for meat is based on contract prices, profit or loss will fluctuate, depending on the competition for the contract at Grangegorman. The present credit of 2/6 per gallon for milk is inadequate and for this year is below the cost of production to the extent of ·8 pence, and it is most likely that production costs will be further increased for the year ended 31/3/1953. In the light of increasing costs, credit for milk should he related to the current market price for a similar product, as is the case of other farm and garden produce supplied for consumption in the hospitals. Therefore, I must ask that a new price be fixed for milk to apply in respect of the year ended 31 / 3/ 1.953. 

JAMES H .\YES. 
Agricultural JI anager. 

1-J.tll )(arch, 1953. 
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APPENDIX 

COST RATES USED IN CALCULATING PRODUCTION 

COSTS IN 1951 /2. 

(a) HoRSE LABOUR CosTs. 

Cost of repairs and depreciation of harness 

Cost of shoeing 
Hay consumed (12 tons) 
Oats , (93! brls.) 
Sugar pulp consumed (5-h tons) 
Grazing 
Veterinary attendance 
Repairs to stables 
Labour 
Miscellaneous 

Average number of horses maintained . .. 
engaged in fann work 

, , engaged in dairy work 

Total number of hours worked by farm horses 

Average number of hours worked per horse 

Average cost per horse·hour 
Average cost per horse 

£ s. d. 
52 8 I 

138 7 6 
78 0 0 

200 18 8 
99 4 10 
60 0 0 
9 17 0 
6 2 0 

41 19 6 
2 0 0 

£688 17 7 

15.7 
8 .7 
2.0 

14,355 
1,650 
6.4d. 

£43 17 6 

Ko depreciation is allowed on hor es, as it bas been 

estimated that the 'llmount of depreciation in their capacity 

as working horses is more than offset by their high residual 

value. 



(b) TRACTOR CosTs. 

T.V.O. (7,684 gallons) 
Petrol ( 620 ) 
Diesel Oil (2,635 ) 
Lubricants 
Tyres and Tubes 
Tax and insurances 
Minor repairs by farm staff 

l4 

22!% of cost price to cover depreciation and repairs 

Total number of tro.ctor·hours worked Average cost per tro.ctor·hour 

(c) \V AGES CosTs. 

£ s. d. 
560 5 10 

85 5 0 
150 15 ll 
128 7 5 
167 2 8 
80 6 7 
29 13 2 

582 3 9 

£1,784 0 4 

14,592 
2j 5.3 

Adult wage rate taken at £4 10 0 per week of 48 hours. Juvenile , £3 6 ll , Tractor drivers' , £5 0 0 , 
The following have been distributed at the rate of 3 . 5 pence per hour worked at farm work :-

Church holidays 
Annual, Sick, Compassionate leave etc. Harvest bonus 
Wages of Tillage Foreman 
Extra allowance to under foreman and ploughman ... 

£ s. 
230 7 
392 8 
182 4 
407 10 
105 8 

£1,317 17 

d. 
6 
0 
0 
3 
0 

9 

Church holidays, leave and harvest bonus paid to the regular dairy staff and pig herd have been charged direct to milk-production and pigs. 

(d) CAPiTAL CHARGES. 

Sinking fund and capital charge on land and part of rates on antry Court: £1,116-8-4 distributed over 860 acres = £1-6-0 per acre. 
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tiiukiug fund aud Ctlpital charge on buildings £983-15-0 

allocated as follows:-

£ s. d. 
Dairy 740 0 0 
Yotmg stock 80 0 0 
Pigs 80 0 0 
Overhead cost 83 15 0 

£983 15 0 

(e) \\'oRK DONE BY ENGINEER'S STAFF. 

Repairs and maintenance costs, allocated as per the trend 

of accurate aualysis of the 1952/ 3 maintenance charges. 

Milk Production 
Farm Overhead costs ... 
Young Stock 
Piggeries 
Stables 
Tractors 
Trailers 
Carts 
Ploughs 
Cultivators 
Hay rakes & mowers ... 
Slaughterhouse 
Potato machinery 
Silage machinery 

£ B. d. 
490 3 11 
374 6 0 
47 12 0 

127 6 0 
6 2 0 

328 6 0 
56 15 0 
92 0 0 

I II 0 
7 I4 0 

78 4 0 
I6 2 0 
33 15 0 
49 2 0 

£1,708 IS 11 

Water, fuel and light supplied by Engineer's Department. 

Water 
Fuel 

lllectrlclty 

Steam 
Diesel OU 

£ s. d. 
168 8 6 charged against milk production 

.. 301 9 10\60% 
f40% pigs 

'50 0 0\65% milk production 

jS5% .. ., PillS 
4 15 8 charged against milk production. 

£ a. d. 

.... 180 17 10 

.... 120 12 0 

.... 292 10 0 

... 157 10 0 

.... 150 15 11 tractor runntng costs. 
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New buildings and special works. 
£ s. d. 

( 1) External painting of farm buildings Ballymastone and 
Turvey (£143 7s. Od.), 

33!% charged per annum against overhead costs . . . 47 15 8 
(2) Conversion of haybam to silage pit (£366 3s. 8d.), 

10% charged per annum against silage production . .. 36 12 4 
(3) Concreting roadway at haybam (£14 ls. 7d.), 

charged in full against overhead costs l4 1 7 
(4) Constructing gate and bridge (£5 8s. 6d.), 

charged in full against overhead costs 5 8 6 
(5) Insulating potato loft at Portrane (£18 4s. 3d.), 

charged in full against potato production . .. 18 4 3 
(6) Constructing pig farrowing cot (£14 ls. 1d.), 

charged in full against pigs 14 
(7) Repairs to roadway at Turvey (£32 6s. 5d.), 

charged in full against overhead costs 32 6 5 
(8) Erection of drinking troughs in fields (£188 9s. 9d.), 

covered by an annual charge of £180 against milk 
production 180 0 0 

(9) Conversion of stable to A.I. laboratory (£138 3s. 8d.), 
10% charged per annum against milk production ... 13 16 4 

(10) Erection of potato store at Turvey (£36 14s. 5d.), 
charged direct against potato production 36 14 5 

(11) Installation of food mi: .. er at Portrane (£60 lls. Od.), 
10% per annum charge against milk production ... 6 1 

Total charge for the year 1951/ 2 £405 1 8 
The following amounts are carried forward from the years 

1949/50 and 1950/1 being the annual distribution of charges 
in respect of works of a capital nature, viz., £94-4-3 and 
£221-6-8, giving a total of £720-12-7 for this year, which is 
di tributed as follows:-

Overhead costs 
Milk production 
Pig 

ilage 
Potato 

£ s. d. 
303 2 10 
214 16 9 

37 10 0 
110 4 4 
54 18 8 

£720 12 7 
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(f) llECLAliiATJOX WonK. 

Labour in laying drains, general field reclamation, 
mole-draining and subsoiling 

Hire of mechanical drain cutter 
Stones and pipes used 
Miscellaneous parts for equipment 
Depreciation of equipment 

£ s. u. 

663 15 5 
94 ll 0 

412 14 5 
18 1 5 
27 8 11 

£1,216 11 2 

10% of reclamation work is charged per annum against 
overhead costs. 

Total Cost Annual Charge 
£ s . d. £ s. d. 

1951/ 2 1,216 ll 2 121 13 I 
1950/ l 545 5 0 54 10 6 
1949/ 50 267 17 8 26 15 7 

Total proportionate charge 1951/ 2 £202 19 2 

(g) OvERHEAD CosTs. 

£ s. tl. 
Capital charges on buildings 83 15 0 
Maintenance by Engineer's Dept. 374 6 0 
New buildings and special works 303 2 1( 

Reclamation . . . . .. 202 19 z 
Wet Time-farm staff 54 I 6 
Miscellaneous work by farm staff 359 15 0 
Purchase of miscellaneous parts ... 70 19 9 
Depreciation of yard equipment etc. 59 16 0 
Salary of Agricultural Manager (part) 417 0 0 

.. Advisor 630 0 0 
, Clerical Aasistants 34 7 7 

.. , steward and relief at Santry Court (part) 76 12 10 
Telephone charges 6 9 10 

Advertising costs . . . . .. 25 0 0 
Car allowance of Agricultural Manager (part) ... 121 5 0 

£3,195 10 6 

Distributed over 60 ncres = £3 14!!. 4<.1. per acre. 
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(h) FAiniL\IW l\IA~TRE CosTs. 

Labour in carting and handling straw 
Labour , , , , dung 
Straw purchased (85 tons--5 cwts.- 2 qrs.) 
Peat moss purchased-360 bales 
Straw produced from 123 acres of corn 
Depreciation of carts and trailers ... 

Deduct for stock of straw in hands 

Estimated production . . . 2,320 tons. 
Cost per ton .. . 17 j 6d. 

PRODUCTION ·COSTS. 
1. WHEAT. 

Cost per acre-
Working Operations:

Manual labour 
Tractor 
Horse 
Work done during winter 1951 ... 

Depreciation and repairs : 
Ploughs and cultivators 
Drills, binders, mill, baler and sundry 
Trailers ... ... ... 

Seeds and dressings 
Manures ... 
Manurial residues 
Overhead expenses 
Rent 

Total cost per acre 
Yield per acre ... 
Total cost of wheat produced 
Cash return for wheat sold to millers 

" " " , u as seed 
Retained for seed purposes ... 
Allowance for straw produced 

Average return per acre 
profit 

£ s. d. 
68 9 10 

426 8 ll 
690 5 8 
241 10 0 
738 0 0 

61 12 7 

£2,226 7 0 
192 0 0 

£2,034 7 0 

Acreage 97.5. 

£ s. d. 
7 3 4 
1 10 5 
0 2 5 
1 17 0 

0 13 4 
1 3 8t 
0 5 4t 
4 15 1 
1 13 1 
3 12 5 
3 14 4 
1 6 0 

... £27 16 6 

... 10.25 barrels 
2,712 18 9 
3,142 18 0 

250 8 6 
249 8 0 
585 0 ? 

£4,227 14 
43 7 
15 10 

6 
3 
9 
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Allal,Ysi::; of Co::;ts per acre. 

Working operations 
Seeds and dressings 

Manures and residues 

Overheads and sundries 
Rent ... 

1951 / 52 
£ s. d. 

10 13 2 
4 15 1 
5 5 6 
5 16 9 

6 0 

£27 16 6 

Analysis of Labour anu Power used. 

Hours per acre : 
Man 
Tractor 
Horse 

Yield per acre 
Acreage 

2: PoTA'roEs. 

Cost per acre : -

Working Operations: 
Manual labour 
Horse 
Tractor 

1951 / 52 
72.4 
19.8 
4.8 

10.25 brls. 
97.5 

Work done during winter 1951 

Seed 
Dung less residual value 

Artificials , 
Spraying materials 
Fusarex 
Depreciation and repairs : 

Trailers and carts 
Ploughs and cultivators 

Other equipment 
Special work by Engineer's Dept. 

Overheads · 

Rent 

1949/ 50 
£ s. 
9 1 
3 10 
2 12 
6 2 
1 6 

£22 12 

1949/ 50 
74.2 
16.7 
4.3 

d. 
8! 
0 
3! 
8! 
0 

8! 

10.4 brls. 
107.5 

Acreage 87. 

£ s. 
36 14 

1 ll 
4 0 
1 8 

13 15 
9 16 
5 16 
1 15 
0 18 

d. 
8 
2 
5 
7 
1 
0 
2 
6 
8 

0 12 ll! 
0 13 4 
2 10 5! 
0 12 8 
3 14 4 
1 6 0 

£85 6 0 
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th) FAR~IL\HD ~r.~~TRE CosTs. 

Labour in carting and handling straw 
Labour , , , , dung 
Straw purchased ( 5 tons--5 cwts.-2 qrs.) 
Peat moss purchased-360 bales 
Straw produced from 123 acres of corn 
Depreciation of carts and trailers ... 

Deduct for stock of straw in hands 

Estimated production .. . 2,320 tons. 
Cost per ton .. . 17 j 6d. 

PRODUCTIO~ ·COSTS. 
1. WHEAT. 

Cost per acre--
Working Operations :

Manual labour 
Tractor 
Horse 
Work done during winter 1951 ::: 

Depreciation and repairs : 
Ploughs and cultivators . .. 
Drills, binders, mill, baler and sundry 
Trailers ... 

Seeds and dressings .. . .. . 
Manures ... 
Manurial residues 
Overhead expenses 
Rent ... 

Total cost per acre 
Yield per acre ... 
Total cost of wheat produced 
Cash return for wheat sold to millers 

u , , , , asseed 
Retained for seed purposes .. . 
Allowance for straw produced .. . 

Average return per acre 
profit 

£ s. d. 
68 9 10 

426 8 ll 
690 5 8 
241 10 0 
738 0 0 

61 12 

£2,226 7 0 
192 0 0 

£2,034 7 0 

Acreage 97.5. 

£ s. d. 
7 3 4 
1 10 5 
0 2 5 
1 17 0 

0 13 4 
1 3 8t 
0 5 4t 
4 15 1 
1 13 1 
3 12 5 
3 14 4 
1 6 0 

.. . £27 16 6 

.. . 1 o . 25 barrels 
2,712 18 9 
3,142 18 0 

250 8 6 
249 8 0 
585 0 0 

£4,227 14 6 
43 7 3 
15 10 9 



.\ual.) siti of CotiLti per acre. 

\Vorking operations 
Seeds and dressings 
Manures and residues 
Overheads and sundries 
Rent ... 

19.31 152 
£ s. d. 

10 13 2 
4 15 1 
5 5 6 
5 16 9 
1 6 0 

£27 16 6 

.\nalysis of Labour all(l Power used. 

Hours per acre: 1951 / 52 
Man 72.4 

Tractor 19. 8 
Horse 4.8 

Yield per acre 
Acreage 

2. PoTATOEs. 

Cost per acre: -

Working Operations : 
Manual labour 
Horse 
Tractor 

10.25 brls. 
97.5 

Work done during winter 1951 
Seed 
Dung less residual value 
Artificials , 
Spraying materials 
Fusarex 
Depreciation and repairs : 

Trailers and carts 
Ploughs and cultivators 
Other equipment 
Special work by Engineer's Dept. 

Overheads ... . .. . .. 
Rent 

1949/ 50 
£ s. d. 
9 1 8;! 
3 10 0 
2 12 34 
6 2 8t 

6 0 

£22 12 8t 

1949/ 50 
74 .2 
16.7 
4.3 

10.4 bris. 
107.5 

Acreage 87. 

£ s. d. 
36 14 8 

1 11 2 
4 0 5 
l 8 7 

13 15 1 
9 16 0 
5 16 2 
1 15 6 
0 18 8 

0 12 llt 
0 13 4 
2 10 5t 
0 12 8 
3 14 4 
1 6 0 

£ 5 6 0 
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PoTATOEs-continued. 

Yield per acre ... 
Total cost of production including \. 
Cost of delivery to Grangegorman J 

Credits: 
Delivered to hospitals 
Retained for seed purposes 
Fed to pigs 

( 30 tons) 
( 130 tons) 

Av. return per acre 
., profit , 

.\ualysis of Costs per acre. 

\Vorking operations 
Manures 
Seed 

Overheads and sundries ... 
Rent 

Labour and Power used. 

Hours per acre : 
Man 
Horse 
Tractor 

Yield per acre 
Acreage 

1951 / 52 

£ s. d. 
43 14 10 
15 12 2 
13 15 1 
10 17 11 
1 6 0 

£85 6 0 

1951/ 52 

347.4 
57.1 
32.5 

8.55 tons 
87 

8.5J tons 

... £7,516 5 6 

7,713 5 7 
330 0 0 
780 0 0 

£8,823 5 7 

101 8 4 
16 2 4 

1949/ 50 

£ s. d. 
39 12 7! 

8 7 2 
12 0 7! 
7 15 8 
1 6 0 

£69 2 

1949/ 50 

382.7 
102.8 

22.1 

8. 96 tons. 
76 
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3. BARLEY. Acreage 25-}. 

Cost per acre--
Working Operations: 
Manual la.bour 
Horse 
Tractor 

Depreciation and repairs : 
Ploughs and cultivators 
Com drills, binders, mill baler and sundry 
Trailers 

Seeds 
Manurial residues 
Overhead expenses 
Rent 

Total cost per acre 
Average yield per acre 
Total cost of production 

£ s. d. 
9 I3 0 
0 3 I 
2 ll 5 

0 13 4 
I 3 8! 
0 5 4} 
3 ll 9 
3 12 5 
3 I4 4 
l 6 0 

£26 14 5 
19 brls. 

£681 7 8 

The total amount of barley produced was rettlined for 

feeding to livestock. 

Commercial value if sold for feeding purposes 
486 brls. @ £3 

Allowance for straw ... 

Average estimated return per acre 
, , profit per acre 

C'ost of production per ton 

Annly~i~ of Costs per acre. 

1951 / 52 

\Vorking operations 
S!'eds 
Manurial residuPs 
On•rhends 11.11d snndriPs ... 
Rent 

£ R. d. 
12 7 6 

3 II 9 
3 12 ii 
. 5 16 9 
l 6 0 

£ R. d. 

1,458 
153 

£1,611 
£63 
£37 
£14 

1949 / .)0 

Xot p:rown 
during 

this year . 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
3 6 
9 1 
0 10 
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Labour and Power used. 
Hours per acre : 

Man · 
Tractor 
Horse 

4. FODDER BEET. 

Cost per acre-
Working Operations : 

Manual 
Tractor 
Horse 

Depreciation and repairs : 
Ploughs and cultivators 
Trailers and carts 

Seed 

1951 / 52 
83.7 
21.1 

5.7 

Farmyard Manure less residual value 
Artificials 
Overheads 
Rent 

Total cost per acre 

:\et·eage 8. 

£ R. d. 
44 7 7! 

3 15 2 
1 12 6! 

0 13 4 
0 12 ll! 
o 6 8! 
9 16 0 
7 18 I! 
3 14 4 
1 6 0 

£74 2 91 

Total vield from 8 ncres was 112 tons roots and 80 tons 
tops ret;inecl for livestock feeding. On the basis of Starch 
Equivalent values, 80 tons of tops = 48 tons of roots, giving 
a total yield equivalent to 160 tons roots (barley equivalent 
34·3 tons) at a production cost of £3-14-2 per ton . 

Analysis of costs per acre. 

\Vorking operations 
eeds 

Manures and residues ... 
Overheads etc. 
Rent 

£ s. d. 
49 15 4 

0 6 8} 
17 14 1} 
5 0 7! 
1 6 0 

£74 2 9! 

Labour and power userl. 
Man 449.7 
Tractor 30 . 8 
Horse 60.9 
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5. tlJLAGE. Acreage (estimated) 1,.40. 

Total Costs-

Working Operations: 
Manual 
Tractor 
Horse 

Depreciation and repairs : 
Trailers 
Loaders rakes etc. 
Mowing machines 

Molasses 
Erection of pits-annual charge 
Grassseeds ( 
Overheads ~ half annual charge 
Rent J 
Manures 

£ s. d. 
753 11 
174 9 2 

25 I 4 

33 2 1 
113. 4 0 
48 4 3 

430 5 0 
110 4 4 
93 3 11 

260 3 4 
91 0 0 

186 1 9 

£2,318 10 3 

Estimated production after allowing for wastage in pits 1,000 tons 
Cost per ton £2 6 4 

ANALYSIS OF CosTS PER ToN. 

1951 / 52 
£ s. d. 

\Vorking operations 0 19 2 

Overheads and dep. 0 11 31... 
Molasses 0 8 7f 
Seeds ... 0 1 10 

Rent ... 0 1 10 

Manures 0 3 8 

£2 6 4 

LABOUR AND PoWER USED. 

Honrs per ton : 
Man 
Tractor 
Jlorse 

1951 / 52 
6.3 
1.4 

.9 

1949/ 50 
i: s. 
0 13 
0 13 

0 
0 1 
0 3 

£1 13 

1949/ 50 
6.7 
1.0 
l·O 

d. 
ll 

2 

5 
9 
5 

8 
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6. HAY. 
Acreage (estimated) 160. 

Total Cost--

Working Operations: 
Manual 
Tractor 
Horse 

Depreciation and repairs : 
Hay carts and sundry 
Mowers and rakes 
Trailers 

Manures 
Grassseeds ") 
Overheads ~ half annual costs 
Rent J 

Total cost of production 

Estimated production 
cost per ton 

.\nalysis of costs per ton. 

1951 / 52 
£ s. d. Working operations 3 2 1 Manures 
1 1 3 eeds 
0 10 8 Overheads and sundrie~. 2 3 9 Rent 
0 10 5 

£7 8 2 

L nbour nnd powpr URC'cl. 

Roun~ per ton : 
Ian 

Tractor 
Ror~<' 

I !liH i;:? 
22.85 
:?.99 
7.26 

£ s. d. 
508 19 8 

73 2 7 
38 14 5 

52 4 
55 2 0 
33 2 I 

212 14 3 
106 10 3 
297 6 8 
104 0 0 

... £1,481 13 3 

200 tons 
£7 8 2 

1949/ 50 
£ s. d. 
3 15 0 
011 6 
0 2 9t 
1 12 4t 
0 7 0 
----
£6 8 8 

1949 !iO 
33.0 
4 .3 
G.3i 
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7. GRAZING. Acreage (estimated) 450. 

Total Costs-

Working Operations: 
Manual labour 
Tractor 
Horse 

Manures less residuals 
Fencing 
Seeds 
Depreciation and repairs 
Overheads 
Rent 

Estimated cost per acre 

8. MEAT SPPPLY. 

Rlaughtering Expenses : 

1949/ 50 

DepreC'iation of equipment and cartridges 
Repairs to slaughterhouse 
Wages to butcher and relief 
Wages in handling meat 

£ s. d. 
468 7 9 
126 19 4 
43 13 7 

I,065 1 6 
230 I 11 
I99 14 2 
50 1 4 

I,672 10 0 
585 0 0 

£4,441 9 7 

£9 17 5 
£8 3 9 

£ s . d. 

14 I4 9 
16 2 0 

4 I I8 1 
113 4 3 

£625 I9 

The total cost of slaughtering is allocated as follows in 

proportion to the amount of meat obtained from ench of the 

following : -
£ s. rl. 

BullorkR 143 12 7 

RllC'ep 94 17 0 

PigA 24 7 ]I) 

CowR 344 2 3 

Young stork 18 l!l .i 

flZ.i )9 
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BuLLOCKS. 

To 1 bullock in hands at 
1/4/51 

.. 81 bullocks purchased 

.. Slaughtering eJq>enses 

.. Hay and llilage con-
sumed 

.. Grazing 4 acres 

.. Concentrates 

.. Delivery of bullocks .... 

.. Market expenses 

£ s. d. 

60 0 0 
4,738 10 

143 12 7 

11 7 0 
39 9 8 
10 0 0 
11 711 
45 0 0 

By 2 bullocks in hands at 
31/3/52 

.. Credit for 80 bullocks 
slaughtered 

.. Sale of Wdes and offal 

.. Balance being Joss on 
80 bullocks slaught
ered 

£ •. d. 

132 0 0 

3,719 8 0 
261 4 1 

940 15 8 

£5,059 7 9 £5,059 7 9 
£946-15-8 of a loss on 80 bullocks slaughtered represents a 

loss of £11-16-8 per beast . 

SHEEP. 

To 18 sheep in hands at 
1/4/51 

.. 396 sheep purchased . _ 

.. Market eJq>enses .... 

.. Slaughtering eJq>enses 

.. Delivery of sheep 

.. Gmzing 5 acres 

£ •. d. 

292 0 0 
3,720 19 0 

40 0 0 
94 17 0 
18 3 1 
49 7 1 

lly 3 sheep in hands at 
31 / 3/ 52 

.. Credit for 411 sheep 
slaughtered 

•. Sale of skins and offals 
.. Jlalance being loss on 

411 sheep slaught
ered 

£ •. d. 

27 0 0 

3,467 1 10 
559 16 9 

161 

£4,215 6 2 £4,215 6 2 
£161-7-7 of a loss on 411 sheep slaughtered represents a loss 

of 7/10 per sheep. 

n. REARxxa oF DAmv HEIFERs. 
Total Cost-

Whole milk fed 9,270! gallons 
Linseed meal . . . -
C'alf meal .. . 
l\1i'<ed meuls 
L~bour in mixing meals .. . .. . 
M1xed menls fed to incnlf heifers prior to calving 

£ s. d . 
1,158 16 3 

35 10 0 
46 17 6 

496 5 11 
14 0 0 

100 5 0 

C'a1Tied for" ard £1,851 14 R 
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REARING OF DATRY HEIFERS-continued. 
£ 8. d. 

Brought forward £1,851 14 8 

Hay 56 tons 
Silage 256 tons 
Grazing 
Veterinary expenses 
C'apital charge on buildings 
Repairs and depreciation 
Labour of farm staff 
'Vages of farmyard foreman and herds (part) 

Salary of agricultural Manager (part) 
Steward Santry Court . . . . .. 
87 calves entering the young stock herd 

Slaughtering expenses . . . . . . 

Total expenses 
Valuation at 1/ 4/ 51 

Valuation at 31 / 3/ 52 
Credit for 5 heifers slaughterecl 

Difference being the cost of rearing 91 heifers 

ferred to the dairy herd ... 
Cost per heifer entering dairy herd 

10. PIG HERD. 

Total Costs-
Valuation as at 1/ 4/ 1951 
Purchased foods ... 
Whole milk-963 gallons 
PotatoeA-130 tons ... 
Cost of ensiling 
Wages of herd and rPiief 
Other labour 

1!!49/ 50 

414 17 4 
597 1 4 
888 7 6 
125 9 0 

80 0 0 
52 7 0 
86 8 7 

132 0 0 
80 0 0 

172 8 9 
348 0 0 

18 19 5 

0 •• £4,847 13 7 

... 4,914 10 0 

£9,762 3 7 

4,627 0 0 
224 2 9 

£4,851 2 9 

trans-
. . . £4,911 

£1)3 
£65 

£ 
1,738 

608 
120 

0 10 
19 4 

2 7 

s. d. 
0 0 
0 7 
7 6 
0 0 
8 4 

19 10 
24 I 0 

Cn1Ti<>d forward £3,/l:i 14 3 
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PIG HERD--continued. 

Labour in handling mixed meals Nightman's wages (part) 
Managerial expenses 
Capital charge on buildings 
Repairs and maintenance 
Capital works ... 

Brought 

Depreciation on sundry items and repairs ... Slaughtering expenses 
Grass paddocks 
One boar purchased 
Veterinary expenses 
Fuel from Engineer's Dept. 
Light, 

Total debits 

Total Credits : 
Valuation as at 31 / 3/ 52 
Value of pigs sold ... 

£ s. d. 
forward 3,668 14 3 

12 0 0 
150 0 0 
184 0 0 

80 0 0 
127 6 0 
37 10 0 
27 10 2 
24 7 10 
39 9 8 
74 11 0 
13 12 6 

120 12 0 
157 10 0 

... £4,707 3 5 

Credit for pigs transferred to Grangegonnan , slaughtered ... 

2,245 0 0 
1,493 7 6 
2,862 10 0 
1,095 3 6 

Difference being profit on pig production ... 

11. ~fiLK PRODUCTION. 
(a) Food A fc. 

£7,696 l 0 
.. . £2,988 17 7 

Total con!'entrates f€'d to all livestock excluding oats fed entirely to horses: 

T. c. qrs. £ s. d. ugar pulp 171 3 2 value 2,811 3 9 Dairy meal 
35 19 0 992 17 3 Cotton mfO'nl 
10 10 0 418 7 2 Grass meal 

!) 0 0 154 10 0 MnizfO' mNll 
8 0 0 356 0 0 ~Ieat nnd bone meal 18 10 0 340 19 4 Barley 

42 12 0 501 7 8 Bran and pollard 10 0 0 189 6 9 Others 
12 8 3 313 5 10 - - -- ------314 3 £6,077 17 9 
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MILK PRODUCTION-continued. 

(a) Food A / c.-continued. 

fed to horses 
fed to bullocks 
fed to young stock 
fed to pigs 

Balance fed to dairy cows 

Hay: 
Stock at 1/ 4/ 51 
Produced 

fed to bullocks 
fed to young stock 
fed to horses 

Balance 
Stock at 31/ 3/ 52 

Balance fed to dairy cows 

Silage: 
Stock at 1/ 4/ 51 

T. c. qrs. 
5 6 0 
0 10 0 

33 0 0 
24 0 0 

62 16 0 
251 7 1 

T. c. qrs. 
ll 0 0 

200 0 0 

211 0 0 
15 0 

56 0 0 
12 0 0 

68 15 0 
142 5 0 

20 0 0 

122 5 0 

T. C. QRS. 

35 0 0 value 

Produced ... ... 1,000 0 0 

1,035 0 0 

Stock at 31/ 3/52 nil. 
fed to young stock 256 0 0 

fed to bullocks 2 10 0 

258 10 0 

Balance fed to dairy cows 776 10 0 

• 

£ s. d . 
99 4 10 
10 0 0 

678 18 5 
608 0 7 

£1,396 3 10 
£4,681 13 ll 

£ s. d. 
122 0 0 

1,481 13 3 

£1,603 13 3 
511 2 

414 17 4 
78 0 0 

£498 8 6 
1,105 4 9 

200 0 0 

£905 4 9 

£ s. d. 
155 0 0 

2,318 10 3 

£2,473 10 3 

597 1 4 
5 15 10 

£602 17 2 
£1,870 13 1 
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MILK PRODUCTION-continued. 

(a} Food A / c.-continued. 

Fodder Beet: 'J'. C . QRS . 
Produced 160 0 0 

(fed to dairy cows) 

Grazing: 
Acreage 450 

Allocated to bullocks 4 
to sheep 5 
to horses ... 6 
to pigs 4 
to young stock 90 

109 
Balance to dairy cows 341 ... 

(b) Labour Afc. 

Wages of regular dairy staff 
, of other staff .. . .. . 

Cost of mixing and handling meals . . . 
Wages of steward Santry Court {part) ... 
Salary of Agricultural Manager {part) ... 

Total labour expenses 

(c) Veteritlary Ezpenses. 

Total expenses for all livestock 
Young stock 
Pigs 
Horses 
n· au-y cows ... 

£ s. d. 
593 2 4 

va lue £4,441 !J 7 
39 9 8 
49 7 1 
60 0 0 
39 9 8 

888 7 6 

£1,076 13 11 
£3,364 15 

£ s. d. 
5,307 17 3 

659 0 10 
131 4 0 
134 2 5 
120 0 0 

£6,352 4 6 

£ s. d . 
760 19 8 
125 9 0 

13 12 6 
9 17 0 

612 1 2 

8 



(d) H erd l.'ep./ace mcllt Costs . 

£ s. d. 

To Valuation of herd at 

1/4/ 51 ... . 14,276 0 0 

, Purchased cows (124) 6,639 15 6 

, bulls (4) .. 770 16 0 

.. Homebred heifers (91) 4,911 0 10 

.. Blallllhterlng expenses 344 2 a 

.. Market expenses 41 12 0 

£26,983 6 7 
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£ •. d. 

By Cows and bulls 

slaughtered 8,446 2 4 

, Sale of offals 621 0 11 

, Calves to dairy heifers 

(97) 348 0 0 

, Calves sold (58) 226 15 0 

slaughtered 
(108) 348 7 4 

, Bulls (2) and cow sold 256 8 10 

, Valuation at 31/ 3/5215,132 0 0 

, Bal. being deprecia-

tion of dairy herd 

or coot of replace-

menta 1,604 12 2 

£26,983 6 7 

(e) Maintenanc e, R epairs, etc., by Engineer's Department. 

Ordinary maintenance 

Water supplied 
Fuel 
Light 
Steam 
New buildings and special works 

£ s. d. 
490 3 11 
168 8 6 
180 17 10 
292 10 0 

4 15 ·8 
214 16 9 

£1,351 12 8 

(f) Misce llaneous Items. 

Capital charges on buildings 

Light from E.S.B. . .. 

Depreciation of milking machine 

Equivalent of 2 horses used 

Insurance 
Subscription to Cow Testing A.esociation 

Depreciation of carts and trailers .. . 

Depreciation of other equipment 

Supply, repairs and maintenance of sundry items 

£ s. 
740 0 
232 2 
160 0 
87 15 
76 0 
64 0 
55 0 
30 4 

491 15 

d. 
0 
7 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
7 
6 

Carried forward £1,936 17 8 
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M·iscellaneous ltem.s-continued. 

Brought forward Supply and depreciation of Artificial Insemination equipment 
Medicines from pharmacy at Portrane Travelling expenses of farmyard foreman Sundry licences ... 
Delivery of milk to Grangegorman . .. 

£ s. d. 
1,936 17 8 

64 4 10 
60 1 10 
21 16 1 
11 10 8 

426 16 2 

£2,521 7 3 

SUMMARY OF MILK PRODUCTION" COSTS, 1951 / 52. 
Total Amounts Cost per 

gallon 
(pence) 

% age of total 
cost 

Mixed meals 
Hay 
Silage 
Fodder beet 
Grass 
Labour ... 
Veterinary expenses 
Herd replace01ents 
Maintenance 
Miscellaneous 

£ s. d. 
4,681 13 11\ 

905 4 9 1 
1,870 13 1 >-

593 2 4 1 
3,364 15 8 J 
6,352 4 6 

612 1 2 
1,604 12 2 
1,351 12 8 
2,521 7 3 

£23,857 7 6 

6.05\ 
1.17 1 
2.42 )>14.76 
o.n 1 
4.35 J 
8.21 
0.79 
2.06 
1.74f 
3.261.._ 5.00 

30.82 

19.63\ 
3. 79 I 
7.84 )>47.85 
2.49 I 

14·10 J 
26.63 
2.56 
6.73 
5.66f 

10.571.._16.23 

100.00 

SuMMARY OF MILK PRODUCTION, 1949/50. 

Food 
Labour 
Miscella.neous items .. . 
Herd replacement .. . 
Veterinary expenses 

Total Cost Cost per 
£ s. d. gallon 

9,113 4 4 12.91d. 
5,244 2 11 7. 43d. 
3,828 13 2 5 .42d. 
2,060 2 0 2. 92d. 

775 15 4 1.10d. 

£21,021 17 9 29. 78d. 

% of 
tota.l cost 

43.4 
24.9 
18.2 
9.8 
3.7 

100.0 
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ToTAL CREDITS FOR 1\1JLK PRODUCED, 1951/52. 

Issued to Stores 
Fed to calves 
Fed to pigs 

175,501! gallons 
9,270! 

963 

£ 
21,937 

1,158 
120 

s. d. 
13 9 
16 3 

7 6 

Total Production 185,735 £23,216 17 6 

Loss on milk production ... £640 10 0 

represents a loss of . 82 pence per gallon. 

Average number of cows in the herd 

yield per <'OW in the herd 

daily production 

1951/ 52 
323 
575 gallons 
509 

AxALYSis OF FooD CoxsuMED. 

1949/ 50 
315.1 
538 gallons 
464 

Consumption per cow in the herd. Starch Equivalent lbs. 

Tons cwts. qrs. lbs. 1951/ 52 1949/ 50 

Hay 0 7 3 11 237 394 

Roots & tops 
Silage 
J.\Iixed meals ... 

0 5 0 
0 7 0 
2 8 0 
0 15 2 

Grass (acres) 1 . 056 

0 tops J 
0 roots"\. 
0 
7 

(assuming 2,500 lbs. S.E. per acre). 

167 
564 632 

1,099 1,016.8 

2.067 2,04:!. 8 

2,640 2,777.5 

>CoxsuMPTION PER 100 GALLONS oF :\IrLK Pnom.:cEn. 

Hay 
Roots & tops 
Silage 
Mixed meals 

Grass 

Starch Equivalent lbs. 

1951 / 52 1949/ 50 
39.8 73.0 

28.8 
98.3 

191.1 

358.0 
448.0 

117.4 
189.4 

37().8 
510.0 
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CosTs OF FooD USED JN MILK PRoDuCTION. 

Cost per Yield per 
Cost per S.E. Yalue 100 lbs. acre 
ton S.E. S.E. lbs. 
£ s . d. 

Hay home-produced ... 7 8 2 27 24/ 6 756 Silage 
" 2 6 4 10.5 19/ 8 1,680 Fodder beet 3 14 2 15 22/ 1 6,720 Barley 

" 14 0 10 70 17/ 11 2,988 Sugar pulp-purchased 16 5 6 60 24/ 3 Dairy meals 27 12 5 66 38 ._ 
Others 28 16 0 70 36 / 8 Grass (per acre) ... 9 17 5 12 7/ 11 

LABOUR. 

1951 / 52 1949/ 50 
l\Ian hours per cow 151.1 116.8 
Man hours per 100 gallons 26 . 3 21. 7 

The 1951/2 figures include supervisory staff and all others 
in addition to the regular dairy staff; it is not known if the 
1949/50 figures include these. 

12. .\xxt'AL CHECK ox EAcH CATEGORY OF LIVESTOCK. 

Open in~ stock ... 
Purehn'<ed 
From breeding stock 

OJ)('ning stock 
Bnd ... 

(a) Dairy Cows. 
329 
124 
91 

544 

Sold 
Slaughtered 
Died 
Closing stock 

(b) Young Stock. 
202 

... 259 

461 

Sold 
laughtered 

Died ... 
Closing stock 
To dairy cows ... 

226 
3 

314 

544 

58 
113 

8 
191 
91 

461 
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(c) Pigs. 

Opening stock 177 I::> old 101 
Bred ... 63:3 TransferreJ. to G.gorman ... 369 
Purchased 1 Died ... 62 

Slaughtered 53 
Closing stock 222 

813 813 

(d) Horses. 

Opening stock 17 Sold 6 

Purchased 2 Closing stock 13 

19 19 

(e) Bullocks 

Opening stock Slaughtered 80 

Purchased 81 Closing stock 2 

82 b~ 

(f) Sheep 

Opening stock 18 Slaugh\Pred ... 411 

Purchased 396 ('losing stock 3 

414 414 

(g) Bulls. 

Opening stock 8 Sold 2 

Plll'chased 4 Slaughtered 4 
Closing stock 6 

12 12 
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SU:\L\L\RY OF THE WORKING OF THE FAR~!. 

Loss on meat supplies 
on milk production 

Other work costed: 
Potatoes 1950 

1952 
Wheat 1052 

Delivery of vegetables 
Uncharged portion of re-

clamation work 
Uncharged portion of capi-

tal works 
Uncharged rates, Santry 

portion of cost 
of new equipment 

fAL('OUR, DUIIIJM. 

£ s. 
1,108 3 

640 10 

221 15 
:l87 4 
1~5 13 
160 4 

1,013 12 

296 18 
157 13 

1,671 0 

£5,812 15 

d. 
3 
0 

2 
3 
6 
7 

0 

9 
6 

0 

0 

Profit on wheat produc
tion 

Profit on potato produc
tion 

Profit on pig production 

£ s. d. 

1,514 15 9 

1,307 0 1 
2,988 17 7 

£5,810 13 5 



159 

Repo1t No. 180. 

23-rd July, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

ANNUAL MEETING. 

'rhe Annual Meeting of the Board was held in the Board
room, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 23rd day 
of July, 1953, Councillor Denis Larkin in the .Chair at the 
outset, afterwards Councillor Eugene Timmons (Chairman). 
'l'he following members were also present:-

City of Dublin Representatives.-'-Aldermen Dr. Cormac 
Breathnach, T.D.; Bernard Butler, B.A., T.D. (Lord 
:.rayor); Thomas Byrne, T.D., P.C.; .Councillors Mrl;. 
Catherine Byrne, " Tilliam J. Colman, P.C.; BeJ'nard 
Conway, Peadar Cowan, T.D.; Gilbert Hughes, Richard C. 
Keane, Anthony Lalor, Timothy J. :.Iurray, P.C.; Mrs. 
Kathleen Nix, P:C.; Messrs. John .Cahill, P.C.; William 
Chase, John Jones, Richard Lawless, Thomas O'Reill:-, 
John Smithers, Mr::;. Cecilia Keeble and Mrs. Essie O'Byrne. 

County Dublin Reprcscntatives.-Coimciliors JanH!S 
.\ndrews, Sean Taggart and Miss M. C. Ennis. 

County Wicl.-low Representatives. - Councillors C. :\I. 
Byrne, William Lawless and Patrick McCarthy. 

1'he :\Iinutes of the last meeting of the Board (Report ~o. 
178, 18th June, 1953) were confirmed tmd signed. 



Annual Meeting. 160 23rd July, 1953. 

COXDOLEXCE. 
Councillor Gilbert Hughes proposed tmd Councillor ~Irs. K. Xix seconded: " 'rhat we learn with great regret of the death of Senator :Michael J. Colgan, u member of this Board, and we tender to his relative our sincere sympathy and condolence with them in their bere;tvement. '· 
The same members also proposed and seconded: ·· 'l'hat we learn with great regret of the bere;tvemeut which Dr. D. J. Geraghty, Assistant ~Iedicnl Officer, has suffered iu the death of his father, uud we tender to him our sincere ympathy and condolence.'' 
Both resolutions were adopted in silence, all pre~ent ·tanding. 

Councillor Denis Larkin proposed and Councillor William Lawless seconded: " That we regret to leam that Councillor P. P. C) 'Reilly has been obliged by ill health to resign his meiP~ership of the \\'icklow County Council an<l of the Bo'\rd and that we wish him a speedy recovery.'' l)assecl nunnimou ly. 

ELECTlOX OF CH.\lRMAX AXD YICE-CH.\ IR~IAX. 
~Ir. John Smither proposed aqd Councillor B. Conway seconded: ' · 'l'hat Councillor Denis Larkin be elected Chair-1nuu." 

.\ldermnn B. Butler proposed and Councillor Gilbert II uahps !!E'COllded: " That Councillor Euooene Timmons be Plected Chairman." 0 

_\ poll W:IR tnken and• C'otJncillor Ruaene Timmons nhtahwd 1.3 votes; Councillor Denis Larkin "13 votes- The Yoting wa~ as follows:-



Annual Meeting. lUI 23rd July, HJ5i"l. 

For Councillor 1'imnw118.-Ahlennen Dr. Breathnach, 

Butler, Councillors Cowan, Hughes, :\lurray , ~Irs. ):ix, 

Timmons , Messrs. Chase, •Jones, O'Reilly, ;.Irs. Keeble, 

Mrs. O'Byrne, Councillors Andrews, C. ~I. Byrne an<i 

William Lawless. (15). 

For Councillor Larl>in.-:\lderman Thomas Byme, Coun

cillors ~Irs. l'. Byrne, Colman, Conway, Keaue, Lalor, 

Larkin , Messrs. Cahill, Richard Lawless , Bmithers, Coun

cillors Taggart, :Miss Ennis and :\lcCarthy. (UI). 

Councillor Eugene Timmons was declared elected and took 

the Chair. . 

Councillor Denis Larkin proposed and Councillor _-\uthouy 

Lalor seconded: " 'l'hat Councillor \\'. J. Colman be elected 

Vice-Chairman." 

:\Ir. '1'. 0 'Reilly proposed and Councillor \\' illiam Lawless 

seconded: " That Councillor C. M. Byrne be elected Vice

Chairman . " 

.\ poll was taken, at which Councillors \\' . J. Colman and 

C. :\I. Byrne obtained 14 votes each. 'l'he voting was as 

follows:-

Lt'or ('ouncillor Calmcrn.-Alderman 'l'homns Byrne, Coun

cillors Mrs. C. Byrne, Colman, Conway , Keane, Lalor, 

Larkin, ~Iunay, J\Iessrs. ·Cahill, Richard Lawless, Smither,; , 

Councillors Taggart, :\Iiss Ennis and :McCarthy. (14). 

For Councillor C. JI. Byrne.-_\lclermen Dr. Breathnach, 

Butler, Councillors Cowan, Hughes , Mr . Kix, Timmons, 

:\Iessn;, Cbase Jones O'ReillY :\Irs. Keeble , ;.Irs. O'Byrne, 

Councillors A~clrews.' C. ~f.. B~·rne and \Yilliam L:n~le ·s. 

(14). 

'l'lw Chairman gn\·e hifl casting Yote in fnYour of Councillor 

C. :\I. Byrne, who was declared elected. 
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.\.Pl'OlK'r:.\lEl\'1' OF .\GRlCUL'l'UR.\L CO~IMlT'l'EE. 
Councillor Mrs. Kathleen Kix proposed and Councillor Mrs. Catherine Byrne seconded: · · That the existing .\gricultural Committee be reappointed to hold office until the date of the next .-\.nnual Meeting of the Board, with the addition of Councillor \\'. J. Colman and with the new Chainntm replacing the outgoing Chairman." Passed nnanimously. 
'l'he following are members of the Agricultural Committee under the foregoing resolution:-

Councillor Eugene 'l'immons (Chairman). 

" 

James Andrews. 
C. M. Byrne. 
William J. Colman. 
Joseph Dignam. 
Sean Dunne. 
\V. P. Donohoe. 
Miss M. C. Ennis . 
Gilbert Hughes. 
William Lawle s. 

~Ir. Thomas 0 'Reilly. 
)lr. John Smithers. 

SP.ECL\L BUlLDIXG COM:MlTTEK 
~Ir. John Smither· proposed and Mr. T. O'Reilly >;Cconded: . · · Thlit the existing Special Building Committee bt~ renppomted to hold office until the date of the next .\mmnl ~[eeting of the Board, with the new Chairman rt'plneing the outooino Chairman." Passed unnnimoush·. 
!'he followiug ure members of the Specinl Building Comnuttee under the foregoing re olution: _ 
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Uouncillor Bugene 'l1immons (Chairman). 

James Andrews. 

W. J. Colman. 
Miss M. C. Ennis. 

William Lawless. 

:.\Irs. Kathleen Nix. 

Patrick McCarthy. 

Mr. John Cahill. 
Mr. John J. Jones. 

Mr. Thomas O'Reilly . 

. l\Ir. John Smithers. 

A return of the state o£ the Hospital from 17th June to 

22nd July, 1953, as under, was submitted and signed:-

On Hospital Register on 17th June, l\Jales Females Total 

1953 1709 2088 3797 

Admitted to 22nd July, 1953 57 68 125 

1766 2156 3922 

Discharged Males Females Total 

to 22nd July, '53 57 59 116 

Died to do. 7 11 18 

Escaped to do. 64 · 70 134 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 

22nd July, 1953 1702 2086 3788 

Absent on trial and escape on 22ncl 

July, 1953 25 34 50 

Number actunllY resident on 22nd 

.July, 1953, m: per ~Iorning State-

ment Book 1677 2052 3720 
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DISTRIBUTION. 
Number of Patients in Grangegor-

man Mental Hospital 823 Number of Patients in Portrane 
Mental Hospital 854 

Total number resident as above 1677 

CHARGE ABILITY. 
City of Dublin 
County of Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal I,unatics 
_Ton-district patients 

TOTAL 

23rd July, 1953. 

1263 2086 

789 1643 

2052 3729 

2823 
500 
344 
48 
14 

3729 

AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 
Councillor William Lawless proposed and Councillor Denis Larkin seconded the adoption of Report No. 179 of the l\Ieeting of the Agricultural Committee held on the 25th .June, 1953. 

Passrtl unanimously. 

RRPORT OF I 1 SPECTION-GRANGEGORMAN. 
7th July, 1953. 

1. Accompanied by the Deputy Matron, l\Iiss 1\Iurphy, we inspected the female recreation hall and the visiting hall for pAtients' friends. They were clean And tidy. In the 
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Female kitchen food was in preparation for dinner. The 

beef and mincemeat looked good. The vegetables were nice 

and clean. )/"ew potatoes in trays looked of good quality. 

'l'he pantry was clean and tidy. The nurses' uininghall was 

clean and well polished. On passing through, we visited 

the Electric Convulsive Therapy Ward. Ten patients had 

received treatment and were resting. In St. Anne's ' Yard 

(14 dementia praecox patients) insulin treatment was being 

given. In St. Clare's ' Vard some patients were in bed after 

treatment. The Committee would recommend the pro

vision of a cloakroom for patients' clothes off this ward. 

The space seemed very limited. Twelve nurses and two 

doctor;:; are in constant attendance for this special treatment. 

2. In St. l\fark's Ward the patients had just :fini. bed 

bathing. Some were drying their hair, others knitting and 

more walking around the ward. We chatted with some o£ 

the patients. They were clean, happy and tidy. There 

were no complaints. There was a,., nice fire in the ward for 

heat after the baths. The single rooms we~e clean. A 

couple of excited patients were m temporary seclusion, 

being noir;y and destructive. 

3. In St .. Joseph's ward one patient was in a l'efractor.' 

gmn1; others n·ere in bed and some up. Refractory quilts 

wen~ on ~;orne of the beds for destructive patients. 

4. In Xo. 22 surgical ward all patients were in bed, some 

after operations. Thev were well looked after. Dr. O'Bt·ien 

l'emained in the ward. attending to the seriouflly ill patients. 

T,a,·ator.v ;:;lush basinR are required off this ward. WaRh 

ha!'!ins need repnir. An electric bed pan washer is bacll,\· 

needed. ThE> ward wac; clean and patient;; were well looked 

tlfter, 
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5. In the new T.B. unit the patients were clean and tidy. The wireless was on. Food was in preparation for serving from an electric heated trolly. The kitchen off the T.B. ward is beautiful and clean, with refrigerator for food to preserve freshness. We saw in use off this ward the electric bed pan washer and can highly recommend its u<~A 6. St. Rita's ward was clean and tidy. 
7. No. 22 admission corridor badly needs painting. The operating theatre off this corridor could do with an exten· sion. We were informed it is on its way. 
8. Division 23 kitchen is in a bad state of repair. A new range is required, also trough for washing up. The dayroom is dull and dirty looking for want of painting. It is otherwise clean and tidy. No. 23 ward requires painting. It houses aged patients who are in bed all the time. No. 23 T.B. ward requires painting. Patients in bed were clean and comfortable. The bath and lavatory were clean and tidy. In the Insulin Ward eleven patients were under treatment. Dinner was in course of preparation and smelt very appetizing. A press is required for patients' clothes to keep them tidy. A small dining hall is also required for patients and nurses. Nurses dine in the kitchen Rncl plltients in the dormitory. 

9 . In St. Jude's ward the patients in bed were being served with dinner which consisted of stewed meat, cabbage Rnd new potatoes. Milk pudding was served after dinner . . \n electric trolly is needed to keep food warm. · The trolly coulcl serve two other wards. 
10. In t. Luke' Ward the patients were Rt dinner. They were comfortable ancl enjoying their dinner. In St . . \nnuncinta 's ward the patients bad finished dinner and 
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appeared well looked after. 
is well kept. Flowers in 
made it seem very homely. 

167 23rd July, 1953. 

This is a nice bright ward and 
the windows and lace curtains 

11. We visited the Female Occupational Therapy Depart

ment where splendid work is being done by the patients 

making cushion cov.ers, afternoon tea cloths, socks, scarves, 

and many other items. In a sittingroom off the therapy 

room the patients rest before going back to work. There is 

every comfort-armchairs, table, nicely papered walls, lace 

curtains and pictures. The patients can read or write in 
comfort. 

12. No. 15 dayroom is used as a temporary visiting hall. 

The patients are very comfortable. We would recommend 
painting. 

13. · After lupch, accompanied by Dr. O'Sullivan, we 

visited No. 2 male T.B. w~rd. It houses aged men who are 

kept clean and tidy as far as possible. The bathroom and 

lavatory were clean. 

14. In No. 2 chronic ward, the men were kept clean and 

tidy. The beds looked well kept. Some patients were 

reading, others smoking. 

15. We visited the carpenter's shop off the occupational 

thempy department. Work is carried out under direction of 

Nurse Hagen. The patients make occasional tables, chairs, 

stools, towel rails, fire mats, cushions, rugs, paint pictures, 

and many other items. Articles are sold at a moderate 

price. Repairs are also carried out of breakages from the 

institution. The Inspection Committee much appreciated 

the zeal shown in the Occupational Therapy Department 

by Nurse Ragen. · 
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16. We inspected the new visiting hall. So far it is a well finished job. It consists of 2 halls, 4 toilets, visiting · rooms and canteen. Two rooms will be used for the transfer of male occupational therapy from its present old wooden building. The work is being carried out by direct labour. 
17. We visited the Shoemaker's shop. There was a fine staff of patients working; making boots and shoes and repairing for the institution. A nurse from Portrane was working making fine uppers on an electric machine for that hospital. \Ve would recommend the second machine worked by foot for heavier material be fitted up with an electric motor. The foot machine is a great strain on the machinist. A patient worker (E.l\1.) complained that he got no money. The other workers receive 10/ - per month. He does as much work as the others. The man in charge told us he was a good worker and gave no trouble. \\re \Yould recommend that this worker get the allowance. 
18. The male dining hall was prepared for tea. Tables and mug. were clean and the hall tidy. We visited the male refractory diYi ion. Patients were sitting around and some wt>re walking about. We received no complaints. The kitchen was clean and tidy. The cans of tea looked good with plenty of milk. Patients were taking cans of boiling ten to their respective divisions. \Ve would recommend pninting the outer kitchen. A water tank looks dangerouf-1, the con>;tant steam rusting the bracket>;, with no other protection. It might collapse and do serious harm. We would recommend an exmnination of the brackets in case thP ru>;t ha, eaten into them. The new exten1-1ion off the , kitchen is n great improvement. 
The Yi iting members \Yish to record their gratitude, on th£> morning inspection to :'11iss :\furphy, DPputy Mntron, 



Annual Meeting. 169 23rd July, 1953. 

and, in the afternoon to Dr. E. O'Sullivan. Their assist

ance made our inspection a pleasure. 

C. R. KEEBLE. 
E. O'BYRNE. 
W. CHASE . 

. Order. Oonsidemtion deferred to next meeting. 

REPORT OF INSPECTION-PORTRANE. 

l st June, 1953. 

1. Accompanied by Dr. Hegarty, we visited the patients' 

Dining Hall when dinner was being served. The patients 

were enjoying the meal, which consisted of soup, meat, 

cabbage and potatoes. We listened to the usual complaints 

re re,quests to be allowed home or for transfer back to 

Grangegorman; other patients, who worked in the bakery, 

complained that they got less cash allowance than the 

patients at Occupational Therapy work. It was regrettable 

to see a child of 6 years of age and one 11 years amongst 

adult patients. They were well cared for. 

2. On inspection of male visiting room and female visit

ing room, the Committee would again recommend the piece 

o£ waste gr~und between visiting rooms for building an 

extension with sliding doors dividing. This addition would 

add consii!erable space for recreation and other functions. 

3. After lunch, accompanied by Dr. Meenan, we inspected 

male occupational therapy shop. Patients were happy, 

doing some splendid work. 

4. On our visit to the upholstering shop, patients were 

busy making new mattresses, repairing old ones, using up 
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the good ends of old mattress coverings, making pillows. 
The economy used was very satisfactory . 

5. We inspected No. 6 Female Infirmary sick bed 
patients. All were on the road to recover.y and well looked 
after, with a nice fire and wireless set. The chronic w11rd 
invalid patients were well kept, dry and comfortable, and 
also the T.B. block. The lavRtory of above wards h11s rlo 
seats and the pans Rre badly corroded, causing a smell. 

Fuel kept in the bathroom should be in a more suitable 
place, if possible, outside or in a store. 

6. We visited No. 3 Female Ward of aged and infirm. 
Some were in bed. They were very happy and comfortable. 

7. On inspection of Female Workmom, the Nurse in 
charge reported a shortage of workers, particularly on the 
automatic knitting machines. We chatted with the patients. 
They were happily at work. The patient, E. MeG. lost her 
upper et of t~th 16 months ago and reported at the time by 
the ~m e in chi\I"ge. ~othing has been done since. · 

8. On passing through one of the many passRges it wa!'l 
very , tuffy and had a bad smell. The windows were closed. 
\Ve would recommend cleaning up of pa sage and attention 
paid to the opening of windows. 

ThP C'ommittee wi h to thank Dr. Hegarty and Dr. 
MPPnan for their co-operation and help . 

. m . C. R. KP,RBLK 
T. O'RRILLY. 

W. C'H.\SR. 

()rtln. Sa Paragraph ], of thr .Vanager'R Rrpnrt of f1,j,q 
date. 
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APPOlN'L'~lEN'r OF VISI'fiNG COl\Il\1IT'l'EES. 

The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 

Portrane Visiting Committees for the ensuing period to 20th 

August, date of next meeting of the Board:-

GRANGEGORMAN VIsrriNG CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor Eugene Timmons (Chairman). 

, James Andrews. 
, Miss M. C. Ennis. 

Mr. John Jones. 

PORTRANE VISITING COMMITTEE. 

Councillor Eugene Timmons (Chairman). 

William Lawless. 

Mrs. E. O'Byrne. 
Mr. T. O'Reilly. 

M.\.NAGER'S REPOR'L' TO BOARD. 

lOth July, 1053. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Board's 

Hospitals on the 13th instant was:-
Males Females 'folal 

In Grangegorman 828 1279 2107 

In Portr~ne 854 789 1643 

1682 2068 3750 

as compared with:-
13th July, 1952 1629 1982 3611 

lRth July, 1951 1594 1951 3545 

loth July, 1950 1594 1945 3539 

13th July, 1949 1531 1902 3433 
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this year's number being 139 more than on the corresponding date last year and 317 more than on the corresponding date in 1949. 

2. Since 16th ultimo 46 male and 59 female patients were admitted, total 105. Xinety-eight of these were chargeable patients , of whom 49 were temporary, 21 were voluntary and 28 were Persons of Unsound Mind. Six private patients were admitted~ of whom 4 were temporary and two were voluntary. One patient was admitted under Section 208 of the Mental Treatment Act, 1945, for special treatment. 
3. The general condition of the Board's Hospitals is reported by the Chief R.M.S. and the Acting Branch R.~l.S. to be satisfactory and the health of the patients normal. No cases of zymotic disease amongst patients were reported during the past month. 

4. Female patient M.T. (5937) was admitted to Grangegorman by ambulance at 12.30 p.m. on the 16th June. \Yhile in the ambulance, on arrival, she had a very severe eizure and was unconscious when put to bed in the hospital ward. She received immediate treatment but lapsed into a coma in the early hours and died at 6 a.m. The Coroner was notified of the facts and ordered a post mortem, and he i to bold an inquest on a date whic}l has not yet been fixed. 

5. l\Iale patient P.B. (5809), a liberty patient, was found to be mi ing from Graugegorman when patients were preparing forb don the 19th ultimo. Two nurses were sent to his home addres without result and the Guards were notified. 

:\Iale patient :\I.H. (5647), a liberty patient at Grangegorman, was mi ed at bed time on the 21st ultimo. The 

• 



, 

Annual Meeting. 173 23rd July, Hl53. 

gl'Ounds were searched without re~;ult and the Guards were 

notified. 

l\Iale patient l\I.W. (5474), a voluntary patient, who was 

working with a garden gang at Grangegorman, was missed 

at 9.30 a.m. on the 17th ultimo. He was located at his 

sister 's residence but he refused to return to the Hospital. 

On the 17th ultimo male patient W.O'R. (3846) at 

Portrane, who had partial liberty, was out on the recreation 

grounds with another patient when he suddenly jumped 

over the wall of the Park and ran towards the sea. Male 

nurses were sent after him and he was discovered standing 

up to his waist in the sea by l\Iale Nurse Call. Nurse Call 

tried to coax him oack but the patient began to swim out 

to sea and the nurse swam after him and brought him to 

shore with considerable difficulty. The patient was given 

artificial respiration and was removed to the infirmary 

where he recovered fairly quickly. I have commended 

X urse Call for his courage and resourcefulness in recovering 

the patient at considerable risk to himself. 

On the 22nd ultimo male patient E .J.C. (1097), Portrane, 

who was allowed partial liberty, escaped while out for 

recreation. He was located by the Guards in the city on the 

following morning and brought back to the Hospital. 

Male patient J. L (40604), Portrane, a liberty patient, 

failed to return at bed time on the 13th ultimo. A search 

was instituted and he was brought back from a local public 

house at 9.10 p.m. 

6 . Accidents to Staff (Grangegorman). Nur e M.T. was 

off rlut.v from the 22nrl to the 27th ultimo with an injury to 

lwr back Rustained by falling down tnirs when coming off 

night duty on the 12th ultimo. 
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A number of other accidents to nurses wer~ reported which 
did not necessitate their going off duty. 

7. Accidents to Staff (Portrane). N"urse B.C. caught her 
right hand in a Frigidaire in the kitchen on the 20th ultimo 
and she was off duty until the 26th. An X-ray examination 
revealed no fracture or dislocation. 

A number of other minor accidents to nurses were reported 
which did not necessitate their going off duty. 

R.B., butcher, has been absent from work since the 18th 
ultimo with a cut on the thumb of his left hand. 

T.D., temporary farm labourer, was absent from the 17th 
to the 25th ultimo, having pulled a muscle of his back while 
working at the silo. 

E.F., boilerman, has been off duty since the 22nd ultimo 
with a burn on the left forearm caused by a backdraught 
while firing a steam boiler. 

8 . It has been arranged to give the usual circus perform
ances in Grangegorman on Friday, 24th July, and in Port
rane on Wednesday, 22nd July, the cost of which-£110-
will be borne by the Canteen Account. 

9 . In a letter dated 21st April, 1952, from the Depart
meut of Health about a Sworn Inquiry held at Portrane on 
the 1 th July, 1951, into the circumstances connected with 
an injury received by a patient R.L. (35315), it was stated 
that the tini ter considered that the routine case-taking and 
the care of patient by the medical staff in the ordinary 
cour of their- dutie& ·hould be ~;upplemented "so as to 
en, ure that, in a hospital which contains such a large num
b '.r of chronic and semi-chronic patients , any patients who 
might benefit from active treatment will not merely be 
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observed but will be specially sought for." In compliance 

with this instruction, the Chief R.l\I. S. arranged that every 

patient in Portrane would be specially examined with a view 

to the possibility of further active treatment. 'l'he special 

examination has been completed, and the Chief R.l\f.S. re

ports that the results are as follows:-

'l'welve male patients were considered as possibly requir

ing fmther treatment. Of these, five refused treatment and 

four had electro-convulsive therapy, without any improve

ment. 'l'wo patients had a leucotomy operation-one 

showed some improvement, the other showed no improve

ment. A third patient has been transferred to Grange

gorman for this operation. 

Five female patients only were considered as possibly 

t·equiring further electro-convulsive therapy. 'l'reatment 

was applied in four of these cases, the fifth refused treat

ment. None of the fom patients showed any improvement 

as a result. 

1 0. 'l'he following are particulars of the results obtained 

in the 1\Iental Nursing Examinations held by An llord 

.\ltranais in May last:-

'l'hirty-seven Grangegorman candidates (2 male and 3.3 

ft>male attendants (sat for the Preliminary Bxamination, of 

whom 12 were successful (2 male and 10 female attendants). 

Five candidate (1 male and 4 female attendant ) sat for 

the Final Examination, of whom 3 female attendants were 

successful. 

Ten Portt·!\ne candidates (3 male and 7 female attendant ) 

~at for the Preliminary F.xamination, of whom 5 were sue

ce~:;ful (2 male and 3 female, attendant ) . 'l'welve candi-
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dates (5 male and 7 female attendants) sat for the Final 
Examination, all of whom were successful. 

11. I have received from l\Ir. J. A. Kenny , Consultiug 
Bngineer, a report on his examination of the steam and 
electrical :ervices at Portrane. The report is a very lengthy 
one and I have arranged to discuss it with l\Ir. Kenny at an 

' early date. His recommendations include the early replace
ment of the steam boilers at Portrane and I have forwarded 
copy of the report to the Department of Health in order 
that their engineering advisers may have an opportunity of 
examining this recommendation as a matter of urgency. 

12. 'fhe Department of Health has advised that reserve 
stocks of drug (with certain exceptions), beddiug and 
towelling are to be withdrawn for current use until stocks 
have been reduced to normal level, and instructions have 
been issued to the Board's staff accordingly. I have re
quested the Clerk of Works at Grangegorman and th~ Chief 
Engineer at Portrane to submit their recommendations for 
a reduction in the present substantial reserves of fuel. 

13. The Department of Health has intimated that the 
).Iiuister is prepared to consent to the sale by the Board to 
the Dublin County Council for r;ad widening of a strip of 
lund at Santry Court comprising .1 rood and 12 perches or 
thereabouts for the urn of £411. 

14. The Rev. Alfred Collins has resigned from the posi
tion of Methodist Chaplain to Grangegorman, having been 
tmn!lfPrrl.'d from the Abbey Street Circuit, and I have 
11}1pointed the Rev . Frederick Mcivor to replnce him, suhject 
to the -;auction of the Ministe~; for Health. 



Annual Meeting. 177 23rd July, Hl53. 

15. On the 19th March last I reporteu to the Boaru that 

l hau received an application from the Federation of Rural 

\Yorkers for an increase of 5J- a week from the 23rd August, 

1952, in the rates paid to farm workers, which application 

was baseu on an agreement for a similar increase which had 

been reached between the Federation and the Agricultmal 

Association of Ireland. The Board referred the matter to 

the Agricultural Committee, who, on the 26th 1\Iarch, recom

mended that consideration be defened pending the outcome 

of negotiations for a further increase which had been sub

mitted by the Federation to the Agricultural Association. 

On the 12th l\Iay last I learned that the Agricultural 

_\ssociation had agreed to grant another 2J6d. a week from 

the 20th April, 1953. Since that date I have received 

representatives of the Federation of Rural Workers and I 

have been in correspondence with the Department of Health 

about the matter. I am now informed that the ·Minister 

for Health approves of increases of 5 J- a week from the 

2oru August, 1952 and 2J6d. a week from the 20th April, 

1953, in the remuneration of agricultural workers aged 19 

years and upwards employed by the Board. I have author

ised payment accordingly, subject to approval by the Board 

of the additional expenditure involved in the current finan

cial year, 1953-54, viz. £2,000. 

16. I have been informed by the Department of Health 

that the Minister has agreed that the Board may proc~ed 

with the planning and erection of the proposed new residence 

for the Branch R.M.S. at Portrane, ubject to the condi

tion that the cost of the house, including cost of ite work 

and Architect's fees, shall 'not exceed £4 ,500. The Depart

ment expressed a preference for a site other thnn thnt which 

had been selected but left it open to the Board to proceed 
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with the erection of the house on either site. Following a 
further inspection of the sites in company with the Doard 's 
Architect, I concur with the opinion expressed by the De
partment and I have instructed the Architect to proceed 
with the preparation of plans for the erection of the house 
on the alternative site. Both sites are on the back avenue 
at lteilly's Hill. 'l'he original site was south of the avenue 
adjoining the walled garden. The alternative site, which 
has now been selected, is almost immediately opposite on 
the north side of the avenue. A site plan is submitted. 

The Minister has also agreed that the Board may proccled 
with the conversion of Portrane House into a division for 
patients and I have instructed the Architect to prepare 
plans for carrying out this work by direct labour. 

In relation to both these projects the Minister has agreed 
that, in order to avoid delay, it will not be necessary to 
submit documents on completion of each planning stage but 
he has sugge ted that the Board's Architects should consult 
informally with the Architectuml Inspectors of the Depart
ment as planning proceeds. 

17. 'l'he deputation appointed by the Board at its last 
meeting to explain the serious problem caused by overcrowd
ing in Grrmgegorman and Portrane and the urgent need for 
additional accommodation was received by the Minister for 
Health on ~1onday, 6th instant. The deputation consisted 
of Councillor Denis Larkin (Chairman), C. M. Byme, Mrs. 
Kathleen 1Tix and Messrs. John Cahill ancl John Smithers; 
thP C'hirf R~Ui., Acting Branch R.l\LS., Chief Clerk, 
:\f t•ssr~. '1'. and ,J. Inglis (representing l\1r. Vincent J(plly, 
.\rchitect) ancl myself were in attendance. 
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The Chairman explained the Board's difficulties at length 

and refer~·ed in particular to the dl:'lay in obtaining approYal 

to the proposals submitted in connection with (i) the Ne\1' 

Admission and Treatment Unit at Grangegorman, (ii) the 

conversion of Portrane House, and (iii) the provision of a 

rlepartment for juvenile patients at Portrane. 

The l\1inister expressed regret at the delay which hRd 

occurred in connection with the New Admission and Treat

ment Unit and stated that it was agreed that the Boara 

should now proceed with this project. 

With regard to the general problem of accommodation, 

the l\Iinister suggested an immediate conference between the 

officers of the Department and of the Board. The confer

ence took place on the afternoon of the same day anrl the 

ground covered is set out in the following letter which hns 

been sent to the Department of Health:-

Grangegorman Mental Hospital Board, 

Dublin. 

16th July, 1053. 

Rc. Additional Accommodation for Patients. 

Dear Sir, 

I am directed by the Grangegorman ~fental Hospital 

Board to express its appreciation of the 1\Iinister 's cordial 

reception of the deputation which waited on him on the 

morning o£ 6th in tant to explain the serious difficulties 

arising from overcrowding in the Hospitals under it control 

and the urgent need for additional accommodation, and of 

the l\Iinister's promi e of assistnnce in solving those diffi

t·ulties, 
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On the :Minister's suggestion, the :Manager, the Chief 
R.M .S., the Acting Branch R.M.S., the Board's Architects 
and the undersigned met representatives of the Department 
on the afternoon of the same day with a view to working out 
(i) a short-term plan for relieving the most serious over· 
crowding and (ii) a long term plan aimed at providing 
adequate and suitable accommodation for all the Board's patients. 

- The first of these aims was discussed at considerable 
length and it was suggested, on behalf o£ the Board, that 
early results might be obtain~d on the following lines, viz.: 

Estimated No. of 
additional beds. 

(a) Construction of new ·admission and 
treatment unit at Grangegorm-an . . . 100 

(b) Construction of single storey build-
ings at Portrane 200 

(c) Conversion of Portrane House 60 
(d) Re-construction of temporary build-

ings at Grangegorman . . . 80 

440 
(a) As regards (a) , the Minister had agreed at the con· ference in the forenoon that the Board should proceed with 

the new Unit and the Board's officers urged that planning 
and construction should be pressed forward with the great
est po. ible speed. The Board's Architect estimated that 
it would take one year to complete the planning and two years for con truction, provided there were no undue delays 
nt any tage. In this connection it was suggested that approvnl to the various stages of planning might be expe-
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dited by direct consultations. between the Board's Architects 

and the Department's Architectural Advisers. 

(b) As regards (b), the Board's Architect considered that 

it would be possible to erect expeditiously at Portrane, n 

numher of single storey buildings sufficient to accommodate 

200 patients. On 9th instant the Assistant Inspector of 

Mental Hospitals and a member of the Department's Archi

tectural staff accompanied the officers of the Board on an 

inspection of available sites and one was selected which 

appears very suitable. The Architect is preparing a site 

plan which will be submitted at an early date and the Board 

trusts that this proposal will meet with the Minister's 

approval. It appears to offer the readiest means of provid

ing considerable additional accommodation within a short 

time. Even if the most economical method of construction 

is used, the cost is likely to be very considerable and the 

Board has directed me to ask that the Minister will author

ize a substantial grant from the Hospitals Trust Fund for 

this scheme. In this connection, I have been asked to 

mention that the total contributions received by the Board 

from the Hospitals Trust Fund towards the cost of providing 

additional 6r improved accommodation fol' patients nmonnt,; 

to no more than £9,405 to date. 

( r) The Minis tel' has recently authorized the Bonrcl to 

proceed with the conversion of Portrane House and the 

wot·k will be put in hands without delay. 

(d) On the transfer· of the l\1nle O.T. Department to the 

Xew ~fale VL iting Hall at Grangegorman, there will hf' 

relenRed, in the temporary buildings, accommodation for 46 

beck The Board's Architects have uggested thllt theRe 

temporary buildings could be reconstructed in concrete 

block wnlls on the existing brick f01mclntionR; the exi. ting 
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roof structure could be retained, if re-covered with asbestos 
sheeting. They have suggested also an extension to accom
modate 35 beds adjoining the existing dayroom on the right 
hand side. A plan of the existing building and the proposed 
extension is enclosed (Drawing No. AB f7531). The Archi
tects consider that the reconstruction would be ec~nomical 
as drainage, water heating and other services are laid on 
and the scheme has the advantage that the work could be 
started almost immediately by direct labour. 

As will be noted from the estimate given above, all these 
proposals, if adopted, will provide relief to the extent of 
about 440 beds but this would be sufficient only to offset the 
increase in population since 1944/45, viz.:-
Increase in Patient Population-Figures for Grangegorman 

and Portrane Combined. 

Total No. Increase 
Average for year ended 31 / 3/ 1945 3291 

" " 31 /3/1946 3331 40 
" " 31/3/1947 3352 21 
" " " 31/3/1948 3302 -50 
" " 31/3/1949 3366 64 
" 31/3/1950 3441 75 
" " " 31/3/1951 3524 83 
" " " " 31/3/1952 3533 9 
" " " 31/3/1953 3620 87 

Nett inc•ease in average No. 329 

Actual number resident on 29 /6/ 1953 3724 
T~e report ubmitted by Mr. T. C. O'Mahony, Dublin 

.\gq1 tnnt City Manager, on 17th January, 1946 (which was 
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based on figures of patient population up to and including 

the year 1944) drew attention to the fact that a considerable 

part of the buildings at Grangegorman were old and unsuit

able and that the overall accommodation was insufficient by 

modern standards. Apart from physical over-crowding the 

buildings do not permit of proper segregation of patients of 

different classes nor, in particula1·, of the grouping of re

fractory patients in units sufficiently small to permit of 

proper supervision and care. Furthermore, since the intro

duction of the Mental Treatment Act, 1945, the Board has 

been under a certain obligation to provide separate accom

modation for _voluntary and temporary patients but it has 

been unable to do so. It is quite obvious that both quanti

tively and qualitatively there is a grave defect in accom

modation which can be remedied fully only by means of a 

long term plan involving very heavy expenditure. 

The Board has been given to understand that it has been 

decided to proceed with the transfer of St. Laurence's Hos

pital to a new hospital to be con tructed at Cabra. They 

understand also that the present buildings in North Bruns

wick Street, when vacated, will be at the disposal of the 

~finister. The Board has directed me to submit for the 

::\finister's consideration the suggestion that these buildings 

should be utilised to provide part of the accommodation so 

mgently needed for mental patients from the Grangegorman 

di trict. In support of this suggestion the Board puts 

forward the following arguments which· it feel sure will 

impress the Minister:-

(i) Having regard to the proposals outlined above to 

meet the increase in patient population ince 1944/ 45 

and its other commitments, the cost of providing fur

ther accommodation by way of new building would be 
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extremely onerous. The acquisition of the St. Laurence's Hospital lJuildings would make a very considerable contribution towards solving the long term problem at a reasonable cost. 
(ii) The St. Laurence's Hospital buildings adjoin the present Grangegorman buildings and could be incorporated easily in the present administration. At the same time, the entrance to them is widely separaterl from the existing buildingR and they could be treated as a separate hospital under a different name in order to avoid the stigma which attaches in some people's minds to the name' Grangegorman.' 
(iii) The buildings are in blocks which could be readily adapted to the purpose of housing different classes of mental patients. 

In this connection, I am directed to point out that there haR been no considerable improvement in the accommodation for mental patients in the Grangegorman district for a great many years. For the past twenty years, the Board and the former Joint Committee have been endeavouring to promote a scheme fm· the construction of extensive new huildings. In September, 1933, the Resident Medical Superintendent reported that additional accommodation wns required for about 800 patients. There was prolonged cm·respondence on the subject with the Department of Local Government and Public Health and in October 1935, the :\fini. ter informed ·the Joint Committee that the Hm;pitals C'ommisRion had recommended to him the adoption of the Committee's propo!lal to build a new institution for 1,000 patientR on a Rite near the City; the 11inister approved of thRt recommendation rmcl agreed to a grant of .£1()(),000 toWtu!l the cost. · 
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On 27th March, 1936, a letter from the Department ad

vised that the Minister favomed a scheme which included, 

inter alia, the building of a new Hospital on a new site to 

accommodate 710 patients at an estimated cost of £461,500, 

towards which a grant of £184,600 would be made. 

On 19th May of the same year the Committee was advised 

that the l\1inister was prepared, in response to their repre

sentations, to increase the accommodation in the new hos

pital from 710 to 800 patients and to make a grant not 

exceeding £40,000 a year for five years. 

The Joint Committee then advertised for a site for the 

erection of buildings to house 800 patients. Considerable 

difficulty was experienced in selecting a site and on 20th 

November, 1939, the Committee was advised that the 

Minister did not approve of the site chosen by them and 

requested them to investigate the possibility of obtaining 

one more suitable. In the meantime, a further survey of 

accommodation carried out by the Chief R.M.S. in 1938, 

confirmed the urgent need for additional hospital buildings. 

In 1940 negotiations were opened for the purchase of 

Santry Demesne but before they were completed, the De

partment of Defence took over the Mansion and it was 

largely destroyed by fire in October, 1941, while occupied 

by the army. 

The Emergency period prevented any progress in building 

at ·Santry Court and on 31st January, 1945, the estate was 

acquired by the Minister for Local Govemment and Public 

Health as a site for a regional sanatorium. 

Having regard to the fact that Santry Court was no longer 

available, Mr. T .. C. O'Mahony prepared a scheme which 

included the provision of aclditional arcommoclation on 
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Portrane Estate and the construction of a new admission unit at Grangegorman . This scheme was approved by the Joint Committee and submitted for the :Minister 's approval in principle on 1st April, 1946. 
On 15th March, 1949, the Board was informed that the Minister conRidered that, under the circumstances then existing, they should proceed only with the construction of II new admission and treatment unit (for 100 patients) and new Visiting Halls and Occupational Therapy Departments. A grant of £80,000 from the Hospitals Trust Fund was promised which was later increased to £100,000. Since th11t date, efforts have been made, at the suggestion of the Department, to locate a suitable site for the Unit. It has been established thRt no such site is available within a reasonable distance of the City nnd that the new unit must be located at Grangegorman. 

It is clear from the foregoing that the need for extensi>e additional accommodation hns existed and has been recog- · nised for a very considerable period. It is equally clear that the provision of sufficient new buildings would now involve expenditure of such an amount as might be difficult to meet under present conditions. It is a matter of ver.v serious concern to the Board that their prolonged efforts to provide Rdditional accommodation have produced no concrete re, ults and it appearR to them imperative, whatever difficultie" there may be, that a comprehensive plan of development should be worked out and aareed on immedi-" atel,\". They feel that any further delay would imply a n glPct of the obligation to provide mental health service>' appropriate to thP district, 



Alli!'Ltal Meeting. 187 23-rd July, 1053. 

In these circumstances, the Board wishes to put particu
lar stress on the fact that the acquisition of the buildings 
now occupied by St. Laurence's Hospital would considerably 
ease the pressure on accommodation within a comparatively 
short time and might represent the only practicable means 
of bringing the ultimate solution within a reasonable dis
tance. 

The Board trusts that these representations will receive 
favourable consideration by the Minister. They would be 
grateful for an early decision on the short-term proposals 
set out in the firr;:t part of this letter. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. M. MURRAY, 

The Secretary, 
Department of Healthr 
Custom House, Dublin. 

Chief Clerk. 

I would ask the Board formally to approve the policy out

lined in this letter. 

JOHN P. KEANE, 

Dublin Assistant City Ma11aycr. 

1\L\.K.AGER 'S SUPPLEi\IEXTAL HEPOR'l' '1'0 BO.\.HD. 

23rd July , 1953. 

18. In connection with the Inspection at Portrane carried 
out by l\Irs. C. Keeble and :\Iessr . T. O'Reilly and W. 

C'hn~E', on the 1st .June, I have to l'eport:-

ltcm (i) Patient,; working in the Occupational 
Therapy Department do not receive a ca h allowance. 
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A proposal to set up a separate department for child
ren was submitted to the Department of Health some 
time ago and it was one of the items mentioned at the 
recent conference with the Minister. 'fhe Minister has 
been asked to agree that the Board may proceed with 
the conversion of a building at Portrane into a children's department. • 

Item (ii) A proposal to erect a recreation hall on the 
space referred to was examined some time ago but it 
was not considered feasible. 

Item (v) The lavatory pans of No. 6 division are 
considered to be reasonably. satisfactory having regard 
to their age. All sanitary annexes in the hospital are 
being reconditioned in stages and that in No. 6 division will receive early attention. It is not the practice to 
fit wooden seats to lavatory pans but plastic seats are now available and I have approved of a recommenda
tion of the Acting Branch R.l\I.S. that a few of them be fitted. 

Fuel i usually kept in a small room at the end of the sanitary annexe but a large steel container will be provided. 

Item (vii) The Visiting Surgeon Dentist has given this patient several fittings but he is doubtful if she 
could wear dentures satisfactorily owina to shrinkaae of t> t> the gums. He has been instructed to provide dentures 
if there is a reasonable probability that they will prove ati factory. 

Item (viii) It is agreed that the windows in the corri
tlors ;;hould he opened to improve ventilation. Repaintin"' will be commenced shortly. 
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19. On the 15th instant application was made to the High 
Court on behalf of a ~Iale Nurse at Portrane to make 
absolute a conditional order of prohibition he had already 
obtained precluding Dr. Dolphin, Assistant Inspector of 
:Z..Iental Hospitals, and Mr. l\Iorrissey, Inspector, Depart
ment of Health, from proceeding with the Sworn Inquiry 
opened at Portrane on the 3rd June. The application was 
dismissed on the grounds that the Inquiry was not a judicial 
tribunal. Counsel for l\Iichael Darcy then proposed to apply 
for a conditional order directed to the Minister, Dr. Dolphin 
and l\Ir. 1orrissey jointly and the Court indicated that this 
might be granted. However, the application was not 
pressed formally because Counsel for the ::-.Iinister stated 
that the Minister did not propose to continue the form of 

inquiry which he had already set up. 

20. In accordance with Article 9 (1) of the Public Bodies 
Order, 1946, I am submitting the Abstract of the Board's 
Accounts for the year ended 31st ~larch , 1953, which will 
be transmitted to the Department of Local Government for 
certification by the Auditor. The Accountant has prepared 
tables showing the revenue and e:li.'J)enditure for that year, 
the Grangegorman and Portrane Farm ;md Garden .\ccouuts 
and the Canteen Profit and Loss Account. Copies of these 

tables will be printed and circul~ted to each member of the 
Board. 

21. Ten tenders were received for the supply of Books, 
Printing and Stationery during the period ending 30th June, 
1954, and I have accepted the lowest tender for each item. 

'l'he name~ of the succes~ful tenderers are:-

John Falconer. Rutland Book·Binder.v Co. 

Wm. Warren & Sons Ltd. Foclhb Printing Co. Ltcl. 
John J. Drought Ltd. .Uhlon~PrintingWorksLtcl 
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John Adams, 'fullamore. 
Educational Co. of Ireland 

Ltd. 

HJO 23rd July , 1953. 

Fleet Printing Co. 
Veritas Co. Ltd. 

22. The 1\Iinister for Health has agreed that the Architect 
may proceed with the preparation of sketch plans for the 
six new staff houses at Portrane and instructions have been 
issued accordingly. 

JOHN P. KEANE, 
Dublin Assistant City Manayer. 

Orders made thereon:-

Par 5. The Board endorses the ~Ianager's commendation 
of Nurse William Call for his courage and re
sourcefulness in recovering this patient. 

Par. 15. Proposed by Councillor D. Larkin, seconded by 
Mr. John Jones: " 'fhat, pursuant to the pro
visions of Section 25 of the CoJnty Management 
Act, 1940, the Manager be authorized to expend 
a sum of £2,000 (Two thou ·and pounds) in ex
cess of the amount provided in the official 
Estimate and Demand for 1953-54, in increasing 
the wages of farm workers." Passed unani
mously. 

Par. 17. Propo ·ed by Councillor Denis Larkin, seconded 
by Mr . • John Jones: " That the Board approves 
in principle the Manager's short term plan for 
relieving the mo t serious overcrowding by the 
provi ion of approximately 440 additional bed ; 
and that n Special Meeting of the Board be held 
on Thm,;dny, 30th July, to examine the full 
extent of the need for additional accommodation 



Annual M ceting. 191 23rd July, 1953. 

in the Boanl's Hospitals and to frame a long term 
policy to meet it." Passed unanimously. 

11ar. 20. ~oted. 

Par. !2~. Proposed by Councillor Denis Larkin, seconded 
h,v Councillor ~!iss ~I, C. Ennis: " 'l'hat the 
~Iinister be asked to agree that the Board may 
proceed with the planning and construction of 
these six houses without submitting documents 
for the ~Iiui~:~ter 's approval at each plauniug 
~:>tage." Pas::;ed unanimously. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letters from the Corporation of Dublin (dated 1st July), 
from the Dublin County Council and the Wicklow County 
Council (dated 2nd July), advising the names of the persons 
appointed to represent these bodies on the Gnmgegormau 
:\!ental Hospital Board during the ensuing year, viz:-

Dublin Corporation Representatives. 

Alderman Dr. C01mac Breathnach, T.D. 
Bernard Butler, B.A., 'l'.D. (Lord )Iayor). 
Thomas Byme, T.D., P.C. 

Councillor Dr. Richard Batterberry, l\L\.. 
:\Irs. Catherine Byrne. 

" 

William J. Colman, P.C., F.W.C.F. 
Bernard Conway. 
Peadar Cowan, T.D. 
William P. Donohoe, P.C. 
Gilbert Hughes. 
Richa1·d C. Keane. 
Anthony Lalor. 
Denis Larkin. 
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Grangegorman Mental Hospital 

ACCOUNTS FOR 1952-53 

Table L'uge 

l-tevenue 
2 

2 Expenditure 
:I 

3 Grangegorman Farm Account 1 

• 
-l Portrane Farm Account 

;; 

5 Portrane Garden Account 
ij 

6 Daily Average Cost per Patient 7 

7 Canteen Profit and Loss Account 8 

K. KEANE, 

A ··r.ountani. 



TABLE I.-RECEIPTS 

Actual Actual Act~•al I Estim.ated .<'.w~~al Comparison Receipt~ Receipt» Rece1pts " I Reompts Hecmpts ,----1949- 50 1950 51 1931- 52 !952- 53 l9.J2-53 Increase · Decrease 

£ £ £ RECEIPTS t'OR PAYING PATIENTS: · £ £ £ £ 25,072 27,293 29,992 (a) City of Dublin Account ... 27,000 29,802 2,802 -O,ilO 7,034 7,523 (b) County Dublin Account . .. 6,000 7,466 1,466 -2,603 2,560 2,702 (c) Co. Wicldow Account .. . 2,400 3,758 1,338 -

TOTAL FOR PATlENTS FROM CONTI!lBUT· I -34,745 36,887 40,217 ING ABEA ... ... ... 3.3,400 41,020 5,626 3,616 3,404 3,619 (d) Criminal Lunatic Servic~ Patients 3;400 3,745 34,; _ t~ 

~.9~5 3,872 4,333 (e) Criminal Lunatics ... ... 3,800 5,071 1,271 _ 3,301 2,561 2,823 (f) N'on·District Patients ... 2,500 2,978 478 _ -----
46,6.;:{ 46,724 50,992 TOTAL FOJt PAYING PATlENTS ... 45,100 I 52,820 ' 7,720 -0,313 / 12,553 7,389 Farm Account Hales ... ... 6,000 8,549 2,549 _ 2!.Jfl 192 296 Sale of Offal and Old Stores .. . J.>O 578 428 _ 500 774 531 Interest allowed by Treasurw ... - 816 8!6 _ 100 I 509 216 Miscellaneous Receipts ... ... i - 358 358 _ 7,942 8,334 9,627 Superannuation Contributions ... / 9,000 9,569 569 

1 

-
___ 5,083 _ 5,034 5,400 Deductions f:~~l Hnlaries and Wages I :'5,1:0 I .i,339 239 . _ 

£69,8!1G £74,120 £74,451 ] O'fAL .. . ... £6fi,3a0 £78,029 I £12,679 I -

, 



TABLE H.-EXPENDITURE. 

K~:penui- I I Estimated Actual I Comparison 

turc J·:xpenditurc 1-:x pe-nd i c,11·e I Expendi· Expendi-

lf!.i!l i)() Hl!i0- 51 1951-i>::! ture ture Increase Decrease 
19.32-.33 1952-.53 

·---,-----
); I £ £ £ £ £ £ 

!J4,7.'iS 106,40-! 109,761 Food, Drink nml Tobacco ... . .. 115,250 126,736 11,486 -

.-,14,744 62,560 67,813 F{lrm Expenses ... ... . .. 66,000 71,904 5,904 
I 

-
1.3\ 0 2,851 2,244 1\Iatcrial.; few: Washing or Cleansing ... 2,500 2,293 - 207 

;;,HJJ 9,293 8,739 llledicine3 ... ... ... . .. 7,000 7,354 354 I -

40,~7" 65,745 79,388 Heating, Lighting Md \V{ltc-r Supply ... 73,000 59,217 - 13,783 

33,017 33,405 48,519 Clothing and Redd ing ... ... 42,000 38,271 - 3,729 

H,02H 10,862 6,776 Furniture, Crockery {ltHI H{lrd waro ... 8,000 7,432 - 568 

:2,383 3,894 7,851 ~Iedieal and Surgical Appliances ... 4,000 2,794 - . 1,206 

1!12,934 209,385 231,899 Hularies and 'Vages ... ... 237,000 241,535 4,535 -
:'!!l,3HO 37,420 34,102 Superannuations, etc. • • 0 • • • 35,000 36,377 1,377 -

13,265 15,399 20,382 Structuml alterations, Rcpain, etc. . .. 24-,330 22,852 - 1,478 

:l,;'itll 2,4-24 3,139 Stationery, Printing and Adverti.>ing ... 3,000 3,14-8 148 -

:!,97-l 4,496 3,993 Rents, Rates, Taxes and Insurances .. . 4,300 4,131 - 369 

4til 413 537 Re-afforeltation of Portt'H llC ... ... 600 345 - 255 

(i,820 7,031 7,919 :\li~ccllancous J<:xpenses ... . .. 7,600 8,561 961 -

1:1.l09 12,971 13,932 Loan Chat·ges ... ... . .. 16,000 13,273 - 2,727 

226 120 Maintenance in other 1\Iental Hospitals 100 309 209 -

;i;'l15,327 £584-,779 £647,114 £645,880 .£646,532 £652 -

Additional Expenditure amounting to £,2,98. 0 was specially authorised by the Board pursuant to the provisions 

of Sec. 25 of the County Management Act, 1945, during the year 1952-53. 

.;.; 



L.HANOb;UDlt.\L\'\ FARM AND GARDl<>:\1' ACJCOU\'1' FOR YI!:AH. l~N DIXG 31sT ~fARUH, 195!l. 

1052 DR. £ 8. d . £ s. cl ., 1953 CR. £ 8. d. £ s. d. 
1JII'Il J To \ 'ufut• of Stock on hand:- /.\far. 3llly Uash Sales ... . .. - -Live l)tock ... ..... 2,129 0 0 ,. Va lue of l'rodueo supplied: -Produce ... ... 60 0 0 Other Root Crops ... 656 18 5 lmpll'mcnts ... .. . 60 0 0 Other V cgctahlos ... 726 14 2 2,:Wl (I 0 Fruit ... ... 53 14 0 IU53 

Bacon ... 8,726 0 1 In•·. 31 ., C:asb Expcnditur<! during )!'Jowers and Plants ... 50 0 0 Year: -
10,213 6 R Paid .Labour ... ... 1,065 14 3 

-
Manures ... ... 2 0 0 .. Pigs transferred to Portmne -Implements ... .. . 183 8 4 
Seeds and Plants ... 95 6 3 , Keep of Horses not em-Pigs ... ... 806 14 0 ployed on Fam1 work 520 0 0 Other Live Stock 307 10 0 
Fodder & Feeding Stuffs 1,306 14 1 , Value of Stock on hand :-Miscellaneous ... 42 18 4 Live Stock ... ... 2,299 0 0 M:aintenance ... ... 217 3 ll l'mducc ... ... 60 0 0 Fuel, Light and \YatCJ· 315 0 0 Jmploruents ... ... 60 0 0 4,292 9 2 1 2,419 0 0 ., Pigs received from Portmne 3,277 0 

:I , Other C'ha rgeR :-
Jo; ; timate 1 H.entul .. . l iO () 0 
\'a im• of Offa l ... !fj() 0 () 

1----- 320 0 

I 
Jl,·ofit ful' Year, t•xdu ti;~.~ 

nrn• t· lutrg<• for P;l tiP . t ~ 

~ 

I ,.,l"'"r ... . .. I :l,O I.:l 17 H I 

I . 
I 

I 
I I 

\ £1 .1:3 , 1:>:! 6 H 
£13,152 6 8 I -·--- -- - ------ ~- -- -- --·--------- I 



1'11/ITIL\SE i•'..IRJ\1 .1( '(;00.\i'l' 1!'0 :{ \ ' E .-IH 1-:SIH:\t : :11 .,., .. \L\IH'H, I !Jj:J. 

1!152 11.:. £ s . d. £ "· d. 
.. \JII'il I To \" ~duP ofSt• •.: •,. O'tlt t•ul: 

o / :l2,.3tl3 () 

7,172 l7 8 • 
6,926 9 O l 

Lh't' St~; ~ · 1 \ 
lj',trm P ,·) 11, 

J.n pl.· m · 1 

------! 36,69:1 (j 8 
l!l.j3 

\ ,, If'. :31 ('a1h Exp· : :dJ ~- 11 .... ' f•r 
YPnr : 

!'aid Labolll' 1 19,6 10 

~~"""''"' I 2,68!) 
I mp l ~ lll ". l c< • 3, 167 
Sr.'di 11.1'1 l'llllt s ... I 88!) 
Liv(•;t.><· k . .. . .. 21,9!17 

I 4 
3 -~ 
3 2 
8 0 

1!l H 
13 9 

! 

!•'odd ,·•· & !',·.·din•! St:dl'< . (i,8:34 
}1'n+rhc 43 
\'l't.~ntt;•!H ian <·(• l.OOI 

1 !l I 

17 II I 
l'l• : rol , Oil. El<>d<·ie ity 1 

r,·,m r: .s. B .. N <· . .. . z,.~!\7 19 1 I 
l 

~lai n ll'nanet' & l't•pnirs :!,532 12 10 
Fu<'i . Li~ht & \\'ntl'l' 

supplil'd ... 
~lnrlwt E'JWn;fl..; 
Hn.teH 

, O ' h(•r ( 'luU'!(I'' : 
l·:~t intlltt'd RPnta l 
Offnl Supplil'd 

.• Pi l.£.-1 f'r .l;)l c:l'ili\,U'P,.rOI'Illlln 

., Profit for Year. ex. 
elud ing nny clmrg · for 
p 1ti <• nt la hour 

1,0lii 18 4 i 
23 l 0 ! 

4oo 8 o 1 

1,720 0 () 
li\0 0 0 

62,723 8 9 

1,870 0 0 

6,8.'\l 3 8 

£\ 108,136 19 

I 

l!i.>:! ('!<. £ 
.H11r. :3 1 Bv ('a,h S niP;:- I a. d . / 

~ HidP,, Hkin~ & \\1onl-4 1,039 14 0 
('a lvc•; ,, 1ld ... 606 0 0 
Pig . ., S~lld . . . I 
~hnur~ ... , 

1,986 10 (j i 
(j 0 0 

1\'hca' .. . I 4,724 11 4 
~I i'rr ll>t 'H'" '" ... I 16.) 9 0 

., Pigd to <:ra:1geg:onnun 
, l'rodu cr Suppli!'d :

Potntoc..; 
)lil k ... 
I'Ol·k I 

I 9,356 3 3 
21,9!16 (j 3 

... 938 15 5 
But<'h(·r·s ~h·nt 20,86!; 7 I 

., \'alue of H or,t· H ir(• and 
Lahout· supplied fin· 
ln_~t i tution purpo~rR 

soi<•lv ... ... I 
, Value of ~tol'k on h:Lnd, : 

Lh' e Fltock ... 
Farm Prorlll t'P 
Implements 

Loss for year 

26,738 10 0 
7,130 0 0 
8,9!16 12 3 

£ 8 . d . 

8,528 4 10 
3,277 0 0 

5:J, IIH 12 0 

390 () () 

42,825 2 3 

£1 108,136 19 1 

- --- ---=-----=------=--:-"--------~'----'----
}'or Portrane Garden Account sec Page 6. 

01 



l'OH.TRA~E GAHDEN ACCOUNT FOR YEAll. ENDil~G 31ST .t.1ARCH, 1953. 

1052 DR. .1: 8. d . 

,\pril I 'l'o Value ofbtock on Hand~:-
Produ~e and Crop8 .. . j t,!49 15 6 
Implem<'nts ... .. . 1,170 17 II 

t963 I 
~tar. 31 , Ca·~·C:,xp<'niliture during I 

Pnid Labour . .. 2,585 0 II I 
:\Ianured . . . . . . 399 0 tO 
[mplemcntd . .. .. . 388 8 0 
Socds and Plants . . . 226 3 l 
:\laintenance . . . . . . 

1 

300 8 7 
Fuel, Light and \Vater 180 1 9 
~1 isccUanrous . . . 808 10 I I 

, J~ijtimatcd Rental 

, Profit for Year, exclud· 
ing any charge for 
J>ntient Lnbour ... 

I I 

£ 8. d. 

3,020 13 ll 

4,887 14 1 

585 0 0 

3,·W8 2 9 

' I 

£1 11 ,96110 al 
I 

1953 Ca. I £ s. d. I £ s. d. 

Mar. 31 By Produce Supplied :-
Root Crops ... . .. 869 14 2 
Other Vegetables ... 7,ll4 14 l 
Fruit .. . . .. 905 14 ll 
Flowers ... . .. .;o 0 0 

' I I 8,940 3 2 

, Cash Sales 

, Value of Stock on Hands : 
Produce and Crops ... 
Implements . . . . .. 

I 

1,762 12 6 
1,240 0 7 

18 14 0 

3,002 13 l 

I £11,961 10 a 

0> 



TAULE showing Daily Average Number of Patients Resident and Average 
Daily Cost for each patient. 

Daily I AVERAGE DAIT.Y 
Year Average COS1' FOR EACH 

Ended Number of PATHJNT 
Patients 
Resident Grangegorman Portrane Total 

s. d. 8. d. s. d. 
31st 1\laroh, 1946 ... 3,351 6 4 . 69 6 lJ.9.3 6 6.93 

31st Jlfarch, 1947 ... 3,3.~2 6 9.64 6 10.50 6 10 .02 

31st March, 1948 ... 3,302 8 7 •)~ 

·~' 7 10.01 R 3.20 

31st ~larch, 1949 .. . 3,366 8 8.87 8 i .48 8 8.:?;> 

31st March, 1950 ... 3,441 8 3.40 7 7.39 7 ll.!)J 

31st March, 1951 . . . 3,524 8 10.98 8 l.7l 8 6.1H 

31st March, 1952 ... 3,533 9 10.73 9 2.53 9 7.09 

31st March, 1953 ... 3,620 10 1·4lJ 9 5·42 9 9·98 

Th<'se costs are calculated in accordance with Articles 93 and 94 of the 
Public Bodies Order, 19.J.6. 

-1 
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SUMMARY OF GRANGEGORMAN AND PORTRANE CANTEEN ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR 1952-53. 

.Dr. PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT FOR YEAB 1952- 5::1. 

To Value of titook at commencement of Year 
,, Purchases . . . . .. 
" \Vages, Canteen Attendants 
,. Other Working Expenses ... 
, Bonus to Canteen lllanager 
., Audit Fee ... . .. 
,. Balance (Profit on Trading) to Balance Rhcet ... 

£ 8. d . 
307 9 8 

14,227 8 9 
HiO 19 1 
97 16 5 

150 2 4 
14 14 0 

1,838 2 5 

£16,786 12 8 

By Cash Sales 
Tobacco bonuses 
Sundry Receipts 
Interest on Deposit Accounts 

, Value of Stock on hands 

Dr. BALANCE SHEET AT 31ST MARCH, 1953. 

Dr. 
To Sundry Appropriations, viz. 

Gratuities to .Patients . .. .. . .. . 
01\mcs for Patients, Prizes for Tournaments, Sports 

and Travelling Exponses for Sports Parties 
Extras for Patients, Concert Pa t·ties, etc. . .. 
Wireless receivers repaired, Cinema repain! 

:Balance to next aocow1t 

£ 8. d. 

726 I 2 
Balance from 1951-52 Account ... ... / 
Balance from Profit and Loss Account brought 

down 

By 

... I 
305 (j 8 
958 18 3 
131 l 3 

2,121 7 4 

1,920 8 

£4,0.J.1 15 5 

Or . 

£ 8. d. 
15,964 14 6 

45 0 8 
3 14 3 

38 17 7 
734 15 8 

Or. 

£ B. d. 
2,203 13 0 

1,83!! 2 5 

£4,041 15 5 
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Report No. 182. 
30th July, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

AGHICULTUlL\L COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Committee was held in the 
Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 
30th day of July , 1953, Councillor C. l\f. Byrne (Vice
Chairman) in the Ohair. AI o present:-Councillors James 
Andrews, William J . Colman, P.C., Miss 1\I. C. Ennis, 
Gilbert Hughes, William Lawless and ;\fr. John Smithers. 

REPOltT OF AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 

30th July, 1953. 

1. Purchased Cows and Milk Supplies .-Sinc~ my last 
report of 25th June, 1953, twenty shorthorn and three 
friesian cows were purchased costing £1,342 lOs. Od., which 
includes testing and delivery to Portrane, an average of 
£58 lOs. Od. per cow. 

With the purchase of the above cows, milk supplies have 
been well maintained at both hospitals. 

The present total daily produ~tion from 252 cows is 530 
gallons or approximately 2.10 gallons per cow. 

The following is a sub-division of the production of the 
above 252 .cows:-



,lyricultural Uormnittee. 

No. of Cows. 
17 
46 
67 
91 
31 

194 30th July, 1953. 

Production in Gallons. 
4 gallons and over 
3 to 4 gallons 
2 

" " 3 " 1 " 2 " 1 and under 
2 . .\laHtiti8.-A number of cases of acute Mastitis have occurred amongst the milking cows during the past month. Practically all of these have re~ponded to treatment. .\n outbreak occurred on the 4th instant amongst the dry and springing cows at Santry Court. Five out of sixteen of these became affected and were treated in the ordinary way and also by the Veterinary Surgeon. Two animals were very badly affected, one in all four quarters and another in two quarterl:i. These five cows were removed from the pastures at 'anb·,v and brought to Portrane on the 8th instant, where one calved and died the following day. The second cow, which was affected on all" quarters calved a full time calf on the 15th instant and a she showed no hope of recovery from :\lm;titi but was otherwise healthy she was slaughtered for be f a few days afterwards. One of the other three cows is uow ht>ttt>r but the remairung two will lose a quarter each . . \11 dr.'" cows in the herd are having their udders tarred ned spm~·ed with ~~ !:ipecial fly spray. Most of the milch cows han• het>n milk sampled for Bacteriological Examination and all affected qUtu·ters are being treated by the Veterinary .'urg on. 

3. Artifi!'in1 Insemination and Abortion.-Artificial In· ><eminntion hn been discontinued since 28th June, 1!J53. 1t is int('nded to recommenet> in par1y Augu!lt. Cows are t·nlving down sati!-lftlctorily. 
'I'w case of abortion occurred during the month . One a two · ar old heifer and the other a cow. 
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~ Grass.-Grass has made very satisfactory growth on 
all farms. Good cuts for silage were obtained from all pas
tures cut. Hay is also a heavy crop. 

~ufficient gra~s is available on all farms for the mainten- · 
ance of the dairy herd and young ~tock. _\.11 surplus grass is 
clot>ed off and will be cut later, for hay. 

'l'he filling of the two silo pits at Portrane and Turvey was 
Dompleted on 3rd July, 1953. Approximately 1,300 tons of 
grass have been stored. 

All the early hay is cut on the Portrane, Ballymastone and 
'l'urvey farms and about half the meadows at Santry Court 
are also cut, about ten acres having been made up. 

5. Crops.-The potato crop is digging satisfactorily. The 
first 5t acre field on the Portrane Farm yielded approxi
mately 50 tons. The second field on the Ballymastone 
Farm is not digging so heavily but is a fair crop. Marrow 
Stem Kale has been sown on the 5t acre field on the 
Portaue Farm. 

The grain crops are looking very well but portion of the 
narley crop has lodged, particularly one 7! acre field on 
'rurvey Farm. This field was sown very early and will be 
ripe at an early date. The grain is well filled and I expect 
a satisfactory crop although it mny be difficult to harvest. 

The fodder beet crop is making very satisfactory growth. 
About half of this crop has been weeded and jt is the most 
promising crop grown on the farms to date. 

6. Santry.-The following stock are on. the land at 
Rantt·~·: ::'{inety calves, sixty-eight one-year-old heifers and 
thirtv-six two-vear-olrl heifers. 

Ot:ass is doi~g very well on this fm·m also and is better 
generally than for some years past. 
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'l'he eleven acres of wheat also promises very well•,md appears to be the best crop grown on this farm for some years past. 
'l'he hay crop is, at present, being cut and made up. 

Order. Noted . 

JAMES HAYES, 
Agricultural Manager. 

FARM COSTS. 
'l'he report prepared by the Agricultural Manager on his examination of the farm costs for the year 1951-52 was examined and discussed. The following resolution in connection therewith, proposed by ?.Ir . John Smithers, seconded by Councillor C. M. Byrne, was adopted unanimously:-.' That this report be approved and adopted and that the _\gricultural ~Ianager and his staff be congratulated on the excellent manner in which it bas been prepared." 

APPOIXT~IEXT OF VISITING MEMBERS. '1 he following were appointed. to inspect the Board's farms and gard ns during the en uing period to 27th August, 1953, date of next meeting of the Agricultural Cornmittee:
Councillor W. J. Colman. 

Gilbert Hughes. 
, William Lawless. 

fr. John mithers. 

K. KEA.~E. 
Acting Ohiof 01 rk. 

Y~ MD, D\:1111 • 

C. M. BYRNE, 
Ohairma11. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M .S. 
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Report No. 183. 

Grangegorman Mental 
Board. 

SP ECIAL MEETING. 

30th July, 1953. 

Hospital 

A Special Meeting of the Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board was held in the Boardroom , Grangegorman Mental 
Hospital, Dublin, the 30th day of .July, 1953, Councillor 
C. M. Byrne (Vice-Chairman) in the Chair. The following 
members were also present:-

City of Dublin Representatives :-Councillors Mrs. 
Catherine Byrne, William J. Colman, P.O., Gilbert Hughes, 
Richard C. Keane, Denis Larkin, Mrs. Kathleen Nix, P.O., 
MeRsrs. William Chase John Jones John Smithers, 1\Irs. 
Cecelia Keeble and Mr:. Essie O'By~ne. 

C'ouu ty Dublin Representatives :-Councillors .JI\mes 
_\ndrewR, Sean Taggart and Miss M. C. Ennis. 

C'01mty Wicklow RepresentativeR :-Counciilors William 
LllwleRs and Patrick McCarthy . 

Apologie for non-attendance were received from 
Councillors Eugene Timmons, P.C. (Chairman) , Sean 
Dunne, T.D., 1\rrs. O'Shea Leamy, P .O. llnd Mr. Denis 
Finn, B.L. 



Special Meeting. 198 30th July, 1953. 

AGENDA. 
• • To examine the full extent of the need for additional accommodation in the Board's Hospitals and to frame a long term policy to meet it.'' 

The Chief Clerk's letter of the 16th July to the Department of Health (which had been submitted to the Board on the 23rd July in paragraph 17 of the Manager's Report) was read to the meeting. 
Councillor D. Larkin pointed out that the short term plan approved in principle at the meeting of the Board on the 23rd July would merely restore the position existing some :rears ago when the need for 800 additional beds bad been admitted. It was possible that it might be necessary to provide 1,000 additional beds in all in order to bring the accommodation up to present day standards. The acquisition of the buildings now occupied by St. Laurence's Ho pital would ease the problem but he understood from the discussion at the recent conference with the Minister for Health that the :Minister desired the Board to submit a compreben ive plan for solving all their difficulties of accommodation . The members of the Board were aware of the defects in the existing hospital buildings and they reali. eel that the expenditure of a very considerable sum on improvE-ments was unavoidable. 

The ::\lanager tated that it would be necessary first to determine whether the St. Laurence's Hospital buildings would be madE> available to the Board. If this were decided, the planning of a comprehensive scheme could be undertaken. 
Th Chief R.M.S. referred to the additional responsibilitieR impo<~ed on the Board by the Mental Treatment Act, 1945, 



Special Meeting. 1~9 aoth J~tly, t9oa. 

ince the introduct~on of which large numbers of persons 
\we1·e being , trea~ed as out-patients and in-patient!:! , wpo 
would not have been committed to the hospital 1,111der , the 
old code. Substantial additions wer~ I)ecessary in ordQt' to 
bring the accommodation in the Board's Hospitals up to 
moclern standards and to permit of proper segregation of 
patients. 

_\fter further discussion, the following re~olution proposed 
by Councillor Denis Larkin and seconded bv Councillor W . 
. J. Colman was adopted unanimously:- , . 

" That the Board would urge most ;~ar~estly that the 
l\Iinister for Health should 11'\Rke av,aila9le, for th~ 
accommodation of mental patieu,t~ ~n the GJ;~tngego~·man 
district, the buildings now occupif:ld ;by St. ·Lau.cence.'s 
Hospital , and that they emphasise the j),ectessity for an 
early decision on this applicationt; a,M; ,thl\t ~he Manager 
be requested to have a detailed svrv1ey made of the 
present accommodation in the Board's ,Rospitalt>- and to 
!;ubmit n report on the extent of the additional accom-
modation required." , , : ! , 

-------"1~ •1 • ,, ~·t I , 1, , ! I 

R M. MURRAY, 
Chie f Clerk. 

,rJJ ;_;,J,. I ·., ·'' 
I J 11 .JiJ•1 ) 11 '/)I • 't'i'l 

,iJj. Jfl l' ) 

C. M: BYRNE, 
Chairman. 

, tu! I II 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chiefr n~ M .111. 
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Report No. 184. 
20th A·ugust, 1953( I 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital ' ' 
Board. 

BOARD MEETIKG. 
The stated monthly meeting of the Grangegorman Mentaf 

Hospital Board was held in the Boardroom, Gr:mgegorman ''<· 
}Iental Ho,.,pital, Dublin, the 20th day of August, 1953, 
Councillor Eugene Timmons, P.C. (Chairman), in the Chair. 
'l'he following members were also present:-

City of Dublin Representatives.- Councillors .l\Irs. 
Catherine Byrne, William J. Colman, P . .C., Beman] 
Conway, Gilbert Hughes, Richard C. Keane, Denis 
Larkin, Mrs. Lillie O'Shea-Leam\·, P.O., Messr . John 
Cahill, P.C., William Chase, Richard Lawless, Thomas 
O'Reilly, John Smithers and .J.frs. Cecelia Keeble . 

County Dublin Represe11tatives. -Councillors .James 
Andrews, Sean Taggart and Mi. s M. C. Ennis. 

County Wi,cklow Representatives. -Councillors C. 11. 
Byrne, William Lawless, Patrick :McCarthy and .Jnmes 
O'Neill. 

Apologies for non-attemh1nce were received from Alder
man Bernard Butler, T.D. (Lord 11n~·or), )fl-.. E. O'B,vrne 
and Mr. Denis Finn, B.L. 

'fhe minutE).-' of the Annual :\leeting of the Bonrd (Report 
Xo. 180, 23rd .July, 1953) were confirmed and signed. 

The minutes of Special :\feeting of the Bonnl (Report No. 
1 3, 30th .Juls 1.9.13) were confirmed an,] . igned. 

/ 
/ 



Board Jfecting 202 20th Augu8t, 1953 

A return of the ::;tnte of the Hospital from July 22ntl to August 19th, 1953, as under, was submitted aU<.l signed:-
Males Females Total On H o ·pi tal Register on 22nd July, 

1953 1702 
Admitted to 19th August, 1953 (one 

female lodger) 54 

1756 
J\lales Females Total 

Discharged to 
19th .\ ugust, '53 30 36 66 

Died to do. 2 14 16 
E1:1caped to do. 32 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 
19th August, 1953 1724 

Absent on trial and escape on 19th 
.\ ugust, 1953 18 

Xumber nctuall;\· restdent on 19th 
.\uaust, 19153, a. per ~foming 
Rtntement Book 1706 

DISTRIBl TIO~. XumbPr of Patients in C.mngegor-
mnn Mentnl Ho pital 43 

X umber of P,ttients m Portrane 
~IPntnl Ho pitnl 863 

Totnl mnr' <>r resident ns above 1706 

2086 O'i88 

57 111 

2143 3899 

50 82 

2093 3817 

34 52 

205!1 3765 

1267 2110 

792 1655 

205!1 3765 
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CR\RG BABILI'l'Y. 
City of Dublin 
County of Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal Lunatics 
Non-district patients 

20th August, 195.'J 

2t:l55 
502 
345 

48 
15 

3765 

_\.GRTCl_ LTURAL CO:\BIJ'l'TEE. 

Counci llor Jtlmes Andrews propose1l a.ud Councillor 
William Lawless seconded the adoption of Report ~o. 182 
of the Meeting of the Agricultural Committee held on the 
30th Jul~-. 1953. Pa8sed unanimoasl!J. 

REPORT OF INSPECTWN, PORTRA~E. 

28th July, 1953. 

1. \Ye >isited Portrane on :\Ionclay, 28th July. Accom
panied by Dr. Hegarty , Acting Branch R.M.S., we inspected 
Divisions 8 and 9 (Male) and Division No. 11 (Female). 
Later, with Dr. Harte, we inspected the male Occupational 
'l'herapy Workshops. 

The temporary structmes, comprising these pivisions, 
were, we und.erstanrl, erected many years ago to relieve 
congestion. To-day they serve the needs of oYer 300 
patients. That there is OYe1crowcling still is apparent, 
judging by the large number of beds in the dormitories 
which, of necessity, have to be placed close to each other. 
We observed that the bed clothes were thrown 1back nncl 
mattresses turned up fo r airing ancl staff im~pection. 
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2. 'rhe Visiting Hall attache(! to No. 8 Division appeared to us to be dn1b and uninviting, and is in marked contrast with other visiting halls in the Institution. We would recommend that steps be taken to brighten up this room by tn~'>teful redecoration. 
3. The patients we saw included some of the most difficult cases in the Institution. All appear to be well cared for and reflect great credit on the nurses and attendants. Dinner had been served when we arrived, and working patients were cleaning up after the meal in the kitchen attached to the ~o. 8 and 9 Divisions. Better draining board facilities for the washing of utensils could be provided here. 
4. 'rhe approach to "Xo. U :Female Division needs re-surfacing, a rainwater lodged in large poob following 'hen "Y hower ·. 

5. l'atient in the Male Workshops were busily eggaged in pur.'uit of their occupations. 'l'he high standard of workmnn hip in the making of clothe , brushes, etc., is being maintained, und the manner in which patients apply them. elve:> to their ta~k is very creditable to their Instructors. In conclu ion, we wish to thank both Doctors Hegarty and Harte fo1· their courteRy and kindne. s shown to us during om vi..;it. 

nrdrr. Notrcl. 

~IRS. E~SIE O'BYRXE. 
THOMA P. O'REILLY, P.C. 
E GENE Tn1MOXH. 

\ PPO I. -T~IEXT OF VI l'ri~G COMMI'l'·rEEH. Tlw followin~'~' wer appointed to the Grangegormnn nnd Portrnne Yi:iting Committee for the en nino period to 17th 
, 

0 ~ Pptl•mbl'r, <lntr of next mPeting of the Board:-
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GRA;o.IGEGORMA)I V!SIT11W .COM!IIITTEE. 

Councillor K Timmons (Chairman). 
Richard Keane. 
William Lawless. 

1Ir. 'I. P O'Reilly. 

PORTUAXE VJSI'fiNG . COMl\ll'f'l'EE . 

. Councillor E. 'l'immons (Chairman). 
, Denis Larkin. 

Mr. John Cahill. 
1\Ir. \V. Chase. 

1IAN.\GER't:; REPORT TO BOARD. 
1. The number of patients resident in the Board's 

Hospitals on 12th instant was:-
Males Females Total 

In Grangegorman 846 1276 2122 
In Portmne . 852 783 1635 

1698 2059 3757 
as compared with:-

12th A ugu~t. 1952 1638 1_98:3 3621 
12th A ugn~t. 1951 1605 1960 3565 
12th August, 1950 1584 1945 3529 
12th Augn~t, 194!) 1542 1897 3439 

thif; year's number being 136 more than on the corresponding 
,date last year and 318 more than on the corresponding date 
in ~949. 

2. 'ince the l):lth ultimo 57 male and 62 female patients 
were admitted, total 119. 1J3 of these were chargeable 
JlatiPnt,;, o~ whom 50 were 'J'empomr_\' , 25 were \'olnntar~· 
and 2!) were Per~ons of Unsound 1Iind. There were also 
admitted four Private patients, three of whom were 



Buard Jfeclillg 20() 20th Augu8t, 1953 

Temporary and one was Yoluntary, one by Order of the )linister for Justice tHld one for special treatment under Section 208 of the ~Ienbl 'l'rentment .\ ct, 1\)4.). 
3. The general conditioll of the Boanl ',.; Hospitals is reported by the .\cting Chief R. :\1. S. aud the Acting Bnlllch R~L S. to be satisfactory and the health of the pntients normaL There were no 'cases of zymotic d isense reported amongst the pntients during the last month. 
4. On 23rd ultimo the City Coroner held ;\ll inque:-;t into the death of fenHtle pntient )L T . (59~7), who died at Gmngegorman ~Ientnl Hospital on 17th June and whose death was reported to the Bottrd in p<.tragraph 4 of my report of 16th .July. The Coroner\;; jury retumed a yerdict in ncconlance with the medical e\·idence and found that the pntiellt had diPd of a dose of Oil of \Vintergreen selfadministered while of unsound mind. 'fhis had occurred before the p;ttient was admitted to Grangegorman and. nothing nro:-;e in the comse of the inque. t which inYolved ~ the Hospital ill any way. 

5 . :\Iale pntient '1'. C'. (:i80H), ,, Vohmt.ny ptttient in Uwngegorruan, failed to return off pass on lst .\ugust. IJe wa'> re-nclmittPd a" a \'oluntary patient on 'i"th .-\ugm;t. 
6. On 24th July male patient P . '1'. (ln88) in Portrane wus gin?n permi-.;~ion to go to Dublin un<tccompanied and he failPd to ret11m. He wns located nt hi;; home on thP following tiny nnd ln·o11ght hnck to OrnngPgorman. On l"t .\ngn . t malP palient .J. L. (142!:1) esc;qwd whilP ,·orking in tlw t:nnlPn at Portrnne. HP wa!'\ fonml on the I onabntt• roiHI und brought back to the HoRpital. 'l'he 
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.\ cting Bntnt:h R.:\I.S. assures me that there was no 

negligence on the part of the male nurse in charge of the 

patients workin
0 

in the gardens. 

7. Accidents to Patieuf.q (<lnmgegorm:w).-On H:lth Ju ly 

female patiem :\L R. ( 576.)) suffered seriou~ bum~ to herf:tt:e, 

neck, cheRt, arms :tnd hands. The p;ttient was one of kn 

undergoing in~:;ulin tleatment. :'\ine of them were in bed 
I 

and :\I. R. was sented on a chair nenr the tire. The fire i" 

protede<l b.) a loeked gwml with ;\ ~m,tll me,;h. .\ pparentiy 

the patient ,;ucceedecl i11 putting a lightetl paper through the 

guard and setting fire to her nightclre~,;. Then' were two 

nmses in the wnrtl nt the timE' and one of them, Xurse 

:'.Iulgrew, succeeded in E':dingui,;hing the fire but bmned her 

hands bnd ly in doing so. I inspeeted the w:trd in which thi~:; 

incident occurrecl and interdewed the nurses concerned. I 

agree with the opinion expressed by thE' Chief R.:\I.S. that 

there \vas no negligence on the part of an~· of the Staff and 

I consider th,tt Xmse :\Iulgrew is to be pl':tised for her 

!Jl'Ompt action in prE>Yenting more ~erious · injury to the 

patient. In this ward there is no surrouml to the fireplttce 

and the front of the fireguarcl is somewl1<1t ne<U er to the 

fire than is usual. The Clerk of Works is haYing made a 

firegual'(] of n deeper type with a smaller mesh with a view 

to preventing simil.tr incidents. He report,; thnt the fire

guards throughout the remainder of the Hospital are satis

factory nnd do not appear to require alteration. 

:\I ale patient R. 'f. ( 5958) ·when under treatment with 

E.c:r. complained of pain in the back .. \n X-my examin

ation showE>cl compression of the fifth and sixth dorsal 

Yertehmf'. The .\ cting Chief R.:\1. R. informs me that this 

is a complic:ttion which can occur with E.C.'r., but it is rare 

and not of . erious import. 
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Ou 29th July female patient J. B. }1. (40495) impulsively broke tt paue of glas::; and sustained u. cut ou the wrist involving one of the tendon ·. She was removed immediately for treatment to the Hospital division. On 12th July female ptttient .\. :::;. (5222) was pushed by another p;ttient and slipped on the floor suskti11ing tt fracture of the neck of the femur. She was examined by a ~1edical Officer and removed to the Hospital division for treatment. On 11th July female patient E. ~IcE. (3612) complaiued of a pain in the right knee on movement. Some Jays Inter brui ing appeared on the right hip and X-ray examination disclo ·eel a fracture of the upper encl of the right femur. The only record o~ <Ill injury to this patient wns in ~larch Ia ·t, when there were no clinical indications of a frtwture. The .\cting Chief R.~I.S. a. sures me that there was no twglicreuce on the ptlrt of any of the staff in connection with these four accident., which had been duly reported to the ~Iinister for He,\lth. 

8. Accident.~ to Patit• nt.~ (l'ortrane).-On 5th July male patient ~. L. ( 41:37 4) wa · Impulsively struck on the right e\e bv anotlu•r patient. The former had old-standing scttrs on the right e~·l· and ver · little sight, if any, in it. The blow rupturecl some of the old .;cars. The patient wa transferred to Gt·nn,twvorman where he is being <lttenclecl bv a Vi,;iting Opthalmic 'ura on. 
' On 22nd .J uls it was repottrd thut male patieut ~- L. (·lO;J{),)) had fnirl) rxtensive contu>-~t>cl marks on hi~ fuce und for •h nd. 'l'herl' wus no t>vidrnce a~ to how the injnries were <'HII'<I'd h11t lht' paliPnt Qtntpcl that ht> hnd dmw it himself. 'l'ilt' \ (•linrr BrnrH'h R. ~r.s . helirvp, tl1al tlw injnriel' were in fad st•H -intlit•ted wlwn th • pntient Wll!; overconw h.\ ferlings nf tlt•lt> ·ti' el.' rt>pre!;.;ed unrrcr a· ·ociah•tl with 1111 X-rav .·:uuiuution on the pr Yiou da~·· • 
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9. Accidents to Staff (Grungegorman).-On 1_3th July 
)\urse P . L. was knocked down by <l patient and subsequently 
complained of a pain in her che t. An X-ray examinatio11 
showed a possible fracture of the t·welfth rib. The nurse was 
off duty hom 14th to 24th July inclusive. 

Xm,;e .\. K. was kicJ,ed in the . tomach by a patient and 
wa:; off duty until 16th July. 
~ urse 1. 'l'. W1lS knocked clown when trying to control a 

troublesome patient on 22nd July and injured her left knee. 
She was off duty until 7th .\ugu't . 

. \ number of minor accidents to staff were reported which 
did not necessitate their going off duty. 

10. Accidents to Staff (Portmne).-F. H., temporary 
carpenter, sustained an injury to his foot by a piece of timber 
f~tlling on it on 30th .July. He has been off duty since that 
date . 

A number of minor accidents to members of the nursing 
staff were reported which did not necessitate their going off 
duty. 

11. With reference to the inspection cmTied out at Grange
gormau on 7th ,July by :\Irs. C. R. Keeble, :\Irs. B. 0 'BJ-rne 
and :.Ir. \V. Chase, I have to report:-

Item 1. There is not sufficient space for the provision of 
a cloakroom in St . .Clare's \\'arcl, but I have authori ed the 
construction of a built-in wardrobe in the storeroom at the 
approximate cost of £10. 

Item 4. l is agreed that the ·lop hopper in 22 Division's 
'lll'gic~tl ward should he replaced and l have authori ed the 
expenclitme of a sum of £40 for this purpose. The wash 
hn. in m·p in good condition, but the Acting lerk of \Vorks 
rPports that the taps are of an un~;atisfactory t_ype and I 
ha\'e approved of hi recommendation that they be replacecl 
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On :J!)th Jul.) feJH;tle patieut .J. B. :\I. (4:J4UJ) impulsively 

broke a pane of gla~~ and ~ustailled a cut on the wrist iu\·olr

ing one of the tendon,;. Slw was relltOYed imml•dialely for 
trl'altllent to the Ho,;pital division. 

On 12th .July female patient .\. S. (.322:J) wa,.; pushed b.) 

anotht>r patient and slipped on the Hoor susbilting ;t fr;teture 

of the llt>ck of tlw ft•nnu·. S!tt• \\'as exnmined by n :\[edicnl 

Otticet· and reuwYed to the Hospital eli\ isirm for t"eatment. 

On 11th -Jul:· feuwle patient E. :\IcE. (.'5612) contplained 
of a pain in the rig-ht knee on Jllo\·euient. Some days latt'r 

bruising appeared on thE:' right hip and X-ra.' exatnination 

diselosed a fmcture of the upper· E:'llc! of the right felllur. 

The on f.' rt'corcl o! an injur,\ to t hi>< patient wm; in :\farch 
In ·t, when then• \\'erp no clinical indieatiom; of n fmcture. 

The .\eting Chit'f R. :\I. S. ;tssures me th;tt there W;t~ no 
nt·digt•nce on the part of nn_y of the staff in connection with 

these font· aceident,.;, which har! lwt>n rlul:- reported to the 
:\linislt•r for Ht>;tlth. 

8 _ .ll'f•itltniiH to l'aflt-llf., (Portnme).-On .)th July male 

jmtient ~ •. L. (41:~14) was llllptd,;ively struck on the right 

t'.' l' h.) .tnothPt' patit•nt. 'l'ht· f<>t'llH'l' had oltl-stanrling sear· 
011 the t·i::ht P\1' and \f'l'Y littlt• sinht if Hll\' in it. The blow 

t·uptur•d 0111~ of tht> o!,j sc:~rs, 'fhe' patie;,~ was transferred 
to <lrau;.:t :.:nnt:~n wh<·I·t· lw is hPiug nttt>ndpd ln· a Yi~iting 
Opthulruic . · lr!::eon. . -

Ou :.!~ud _J,lly it wu · n•pmtt•d thut lll;dp putieut 1~. L. 
t·lll:;p,;} hud fairh l' ·tensjyp cont uspd llllll'ks on his fact• and 

f 1· •hut I. 'l'ht>rt:\\'ns no eddt>l!<.:t• as to how the injnt·ip,; \\'t•n· 

I' til Pd hut tht' p:Hit>ut sllltt'd thnt ht• lrnd dnnp it hiursdf. 'I'' \ . I 
llP 1'1111.,: ir llr-lt H.:\I.S. hPlif'H•s that tht> iujnrit''-' \\'Prt• in 

f,lf•f plf iullit•tt'f! Wht>ll lh!' fllll it•lJ[ \\'H>-: 0\ er 'flU It• ll\ fl't•!iu:..-,., 

1C dt f • th •h rPprp:-.ptf Ull!.!t>r rts"IX:i.ttt>d \\·ith ;111 X-r:t\ 
uuin,Jtiun on the prt•vion · dn\'. , 
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9. Accidellf8 to Staff (Omngegorman).-On l.3th July 
~lll'~e P. J,. waR knocked down by ;t patient and subsequently 
complained of u pain in her chest. An X-nty ex-amiuation 
showed n possible fnlCtme of the twelfth rib. The nurse was 
off duty hom 14th to 24th July inclusive. 
~urse .\. K. WttR kicked in the Rtomach by a patient and 

wa~ off duty until 16th July. 
::\urse T. '1'. W;ts knockecl clown when trying to control a 

troublesome patient on 22nd July and injured her left knee. 
She was off cluty until 7th _\ugust . 

. \ number of minor accidents to staff were re]JOrted which 
did not nece~~-;itate their going off cluty. 

10. Accidrnt8 to Staff (Portr;me).-F. H., temporary 
carpenter, l'!nstainecl an injury to his foot by a piece of timber 
falling on it on 30th July. He has been off duty since that 
date. 

A number of minor accidents to members of the nursing 
staff were reported which did not necessitate their going off 
duty. 

11. \\'ith reference to the inspection C<HTied out at Grange
gormau ou 7th .July b> ~Irs. C. R. Keeble, ~Irs. E. O'Byme 
and .\h. \\'.Chase~ r'haYe to report:-

ltem 1. There is not sufficient Rpace for the provision of 
u c:lonkmom in St. Clare's \\'nrcl, but I ha\·e authorised the 
construction of a built-in wnrrlrobe in the storeroom at the 
appl'Oximat<' cost of £10. 

lf1'1n 4. J i.· agreed that the ;;lop hopper in 22 DiYision's 
·urgie;tl wan] Hhould be replncecl nncl l h:we authorised the 
exp<'nrlitme of a sum of £40 for this purpo~e. The wash 
basins nrp in good condition, but I he .\cting Clerk of \\'orks 
l'PportH thn t tlH' tap;:; nre of nn unsatisfactory type and I 
haye appro\'ed of hi.· recommendation that th~.Y be rt-place,J 
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by pillar taps at tl cost of £60. The cost of nn eleqtric bed 
pan wa>;her would be approximatel,Y £100. I propose to 
include this item aud the nented food trolley recommended 
for ~t .. Jude's \\'ard in the draft J~stimates for next year . 

Item 8 . . \ · · CHowworm " cooker preyiom;l_v in use in i.he 
male kitchen has been reconditioned ana it is intended to 
install it in Xo. 22 Divi,ion in the near future. The trough 
in that di,·i,ion needs minor rep<tin; which the Clerk of Works 

will attend to. I ha,·e approved of tl recommendtltion that 

a built-in cupboard be provided for patients' clothe~ in the 
clinical room attached to Xo. 20A Division, Insulin ~ard . 
. Space (loes not permit of a ~epamte dining lMll for this 
ward. 

ltnn 17. There are two machines for sewing "uppers" in 
the Hhoe shop. The heavier one is fitted with an electric 
nwtor but this does not see>m lWce,;Rm·.v in the case of the 
liO'hter one. 

Item 18. The br,lckets mentione>d haye been examined by 
the .\cting Clerk of \Yorks and were found to be safe. He 

is haYing them pninted as 11 protection against corrosion. 
'I'he painting works recommen<led under Items 8, 12 <tnd 

18 will he C•llTiecl out this ~· ear if pm;sible. 

12. 'ection 108 of the ::\fental Treatment .\ct, J!J4.3, 

pro\ idts thnt where a l>er on fmm outside the distr ict is 
n•cPin .. d into a di,;trict mental hm;pital as ;t ch;~rge;~ble 
patient the cost of his nwintenance> may be rtcovered frolll 

tht• mental hospital authority for the ;listrict i~ which he 
ortlinuril:' resides, until Ruch time a,; he is tr·ansferrerl to the 
lattPr· hospital. 

Earl.' lnst year it was . tate>d at a meeting of Re>sirlent 
}ft' , li~· , d SnperinterHients in the Depm·tment of Health that 

the proyisinus of this Section couhl not be applied to 
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temporary chargeable patients. Jf such is the case, the 
intentions of Section 108 could largely be defeated and the 
Bottrd might htwe to bear 1lhe cost of maintaining and treat
ing patients properly chargeable to other districts. The only 
me am; of protecting the Board ·s interests in such circum
,;tances would be to refuse treatment to temporary charge
able patients from outside the district or to insist on their 
being receiYed as persons of unsound mind, both of which 
eourses would be undesirable. 

This difficulty was pointed out to the Dep<trtment of 
Health in :\larch, 1952, and it was understood that a working 
nrnmgement might be made between Mental Hospital 
Authorities generally to accept financial responsibility for 
temporary chargeable patients receiving treatment in district 
mental hospitals outside their districts. No such arrangement 
has been made, :md I am submitting copy of a further letter 
on the snbject which was sent to the Department of Health 
on 4th instant. 

13. The :.\Iinister for Health has directed that the Inquiry 
which was opened by Dr. Y. J. Dolphin, Inspector of :\I ental 
Hospitals, and :.\Ir. Sean ::\Iorrissey, Inspector, at Portrane ' 
:.\!ental Hospital on 3rcl ,June last into certain mRtters 
relating to patients in th,tt HoRpital shall not be further 
proceeded with. The :.\Iinister hns directed Mr. Sean 
:Morrissey, Inspectol', to hold an Inquiry with the same terms 
of reference, which will be opened in Portrane 1Iental 
Hm:;pital at 11 a.m. on Tuescla,v, Jst September next. 

14. Ori Bht .JulY the Chief Clerk transmitted to the 
Department of Health the resolution acloptecl at the Special 
~ [ eeting of the Board held on BOth .July in connection with 
the acquisition of the buildings at present occupie(l by 1St. 
Laurence's Ho pital and the provision of additional accom-
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mo<.latiou for patients. 'l'he following is a letter received 
from the Department of Health on this subject:-

_\.Chura, 

Department of Health, 

Custom House, Dublin. 

4 Lunasa, 1953. 

The ~Iinister for Health has asked me to refer to ;rour 
letter of 16th ultimo concerning the proposals for the 
relief of overcrowding at Uraugegormau and l)ortrane 
::\Ientnl Hospitals, and to say that he considers that the 
proposals for the building of simple single-storey accom
mo(httion fot· 200 patients at Portrnne and the recon
struction of tempomr.v building;; to provide for 80 patientE< 
at Gmngegorman should be proceeded with as quickly a11 

possible. The officers of the Department will be available 
for direct consultati.on at nil stages of planning . 

. \.s regards a grant for· the Portr;ltle Unit, I am Io state 
that the ~Iinister will consider this 'when an estimate of 
the cost is available. 

The :\IiniRter also <lgrees th;t£ the proposed .-\dmissiou 
'nit at Ul'ilngegorman should proceed for early execution. 

He hrts noted the Boarrl's wish that the present St. 
Lnmence ·. H ospi_tal should be made available to them 
wlwn the new Hospital is built in Cnbra. I am to staLo 
that, on the infor·mation at pre;;Pnt before him. the 
:\1 inister· believes that <I sub;;tnntial proportion of the 
exi-;ting Ht. Lat;rence 's bnilding!' will ultimately be a vail
ah'c for· mw as portion of Gran<>egormau, but he is not iu 
·t position ,wt to give precise detnils us to what buildings 
r.nn h.- rnn<le availabiP. 1t will, of course, be npprPciatecl 
that tlwsr buildings could not bP released from their 
pr·,, · •nt use for at least four or five years. 
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The Minister wishes me to repeat the assurance recently 

conYeyeJ. to the deputation frbm the BoarJ. that the 

Department will co-operate to the fulle;;t extent to ensure 

that this building pt ogramme will be carrieJ. through 

quickly. :Mise, le meas, 
s. O'NL<\CHUNA . 

The Chief Clerk, 

Grangegorman :Mental Hospital, 

Dublin. 

'fhe Board's ~.\.rchitect has been instruc£ed to consult with 

the Department's Architectural advisers about the planning 

of the new 200 bed buildings at Portrane and to. submit 

further details of the proposeJ. reconstruction of the . 

temporary builJ.ings at Grange.gorman. The present position 

in regard to the proposed Admission Unit at Grangegorman 

is that a final draft schedule of accommodation· was sub

mitted for the ~linistet·'s approval some time ago. The 

Architect has been instructed to consult with the Depart

ment's Architectural advisers with a view to obtaining 

approval to the schedule in order that planning may proceed. 

15. I have discussed with Mr. J. A. Kenny, Consulting 

Engineer, his re}Jort on the Mechanical anJ. Electrical 

Sen'ices in Portrane Mental Hospital and in aareement with 

him, the following schedule was drawn ~p which shows, in 

order of urgency and importance, his various recommencl

ations:-

(a) Boilers and combustion equipment, 

including oil storage 

(b) Calorifiers, pumps, pipe work and 

controls, etc., in boilerhouse 

Steam, condensate and hot water dis

tribution, pipe work, etc., from boiler~ 

house throughout main ducts 

E:s.timatecl 

Cost 
. .£52,740* 

.f21l,720 

£27,000 
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(c) J~lectric geuemting plant, :>witchbourd 
ami controls 

Change ov~r of power 1-l,\·stem 

(rl) Improvement and extension of heating 
installation 

(e) Cooking 

(f) Hotel water installation 

(g) Electrical s,\·stem- lighting, cooking 
and cooking supply to residences 

(h) Cold water service installation 
(i) Laundry 

(j) Yentilation 

-!:20,750 
0,700 

£43,000 
£1.7,840 

£5,700 

£3,700 

£8JO 

£800 

£2 ,700 

Total £200,500 
* Plus £8,480 caused by substitution of Scheme B 

(Chain grate stokers) for Scheme A. (Oil burning 
plant)-page 176 of Report. 

I ha,·e ;Hiopted :.\fr. Kenn~··R recommendation (with cerb1in 
nlterntions which are deRcribed below) and I haYe submitted 
them to the Mini ter for He,llth for approvnl in principii?. 
\\"ith regard to these pmpoRals, I would explain:-

(a) Boilfr Equipmrnt, etc. ::\Ir. ,J .. \. Kenny <Hl\'ise~ 
that the J•eplacement of the Rteam boiler~ is a matter of 
the gJ·ente<;t IIJ·genc.'·· His report shows that the Board 
would sa\'e not less than ~3,00() bv continuing to genemte 
eleetricity with itH own plttnt as compared with the pm
chnsp of t-lt•ctricity f1·om th e ~ ' ational Supply. RiR outliue 
·rwciti cation, which was submitte!l to the Department of 

Ht>alth on 11th February, 1!)52, will require ;;orne small 
lll JH•rHlnwnt: nnd he propo~e-; to r·edraft it to coYer only 
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the higher pressure boilers required for the generation of 
eleutricity. I approve of that proposal and I have asked 
the Minister for Health to agree that tenders for the 
boilers and combustion equipment should be invited 
immediately. 

On page 179 of the Report there is a table showing the 
estimated comparative costs of operating the new boiler 
plant with the various types of fuel available, and on page 
180 Mr. Kenny recommends the use of fuel oil as being 
the most economical. Having regard to the possibilities 
(i) that the 'cost of the various fuels may change very 
substantially and (ii) that oil fuel might become unobtain
able in certain circumstances, I do not consider that the 
Bottrd should be committed to the use of fuel oil by 
expending any considerable sum on the provision of new 
oil buming equipment. In these circumstances, I propose, 
in agreement with Mr. Kenny, to adopt his Scheme B on 
page 176 of the Report-the provision of an automatic 
chain grate stoker. While this scheme will cost £8,480 
more than ,Scheme A (oil burning equipment), the chain 
grate stoker will give greater flexibility of operation. It 
can be used to fire imported or home coal, turf briquettes, 
machine and hand-won turf, while the existing oil burning 
plant can be adapted at little cost to the new boiler plant. 

(b) and (c) Replacement of calolificrs, etc., steam and 
rondeu.mte mains, etc., and electricity gene-rating plant. 
While the rec6mmenclations under these heads are not 
so urgent as the replacement of boilers, the Consulting 
Rngineer ad vised that thev should be carried out without 
delay. I agree with him :111cl I propose that the prepnr
ntion of plans should be commenced aR soon as tenders 
htlVe been inivtecl for the steam boilers. T have requested 



Board JI eeting 216 20th Aug1tsf, 1953 

the }linister for Health's approval in principle of the 
Consulting Engineer's recommendations. 

Subject to the sanction of the :Jiinister for H eulth , I 
have appointed Mr. J. A. I{enny as Consulting Eugineer 
to design, prepare plans, and specifications and supervise 
the installation of the plant required to carry out the fore
going schemes with remuneration by way of fees in accord
ance with the scale of the Institute of Civil Engineers of 
Ireland. 

The total estimated expenditure on these works is 
£134,390, and I have asked the l\Iiuister for Health to 
authorise a substantial contribution from the Ho~:~pi tals' 
Trust J.,und towards the cost. 

(d) Improvement ancl exten8iun of the heafi11g iu8tall
ation. This work is not urgent, but :Jir. Kenny advi~eR 
that it should -be undertaken in the near futnre if the 
Board is to get full value from the new boiler plant and 
~ave in heating costs. It can be carried out in st,tges 
and I propose to examine :\Ir. Kenny's propos,lls again 
when the more urgent scheme hn ,.e been put in hnnrls. 

(e) to {f) Xone of these lH·oposals is mgent, but ns 
regards r'ooldng, ome of the existing equipment needR 
early renewal and it will be necessary to pm\"ide ndnitionnl 
equipment to enter for the proposed new clivi. ion in 
Portrnne How-;e and for the proposed new 200-bed build
ings. \\' ith thi exception, the recommendations under 
these hends cnu be undertaken as occasion arises. In the 
menntime, care will be taken to ensure thnt any proposed 
change~ or additions to existing equipment will be con
·iclerecl in the light of :\fr. Kenny's recommendations. 

l hnw impre. sed on the Department of Henlth that it 
i eq.·eutinl to invite tenders for the boilet· plant without 
delay in order that deliYery nnd instnlhttion may be com
pletpcl ht>fore the winter ;f lf'JM / 55. 
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16. The Board 's Architect has submitted a draft schedule 
of ~umiture for the new 1\Iale Visiting Hall at Grangegor
man, which I have approved . '!.'enders for the furniture will 
be iuvitecl at an early date, and l will submit a proposal to 
the Board to raise a short term loan to finance its purchase. 

17. '!.'enders were recently invited for the supply of 13 tons 
of ~ugar. I haYe accepted the offer of ~Iessrs. ::\IcGmth 
Bros., Ltd., at £5!) per ton, plus a small extra charge for 
sacks, being the lowest tender of four received. 

18. The contractors for the supply, of eggs to Grangegor
man and Portrane during the ix months periocl ending 30th 
.September, 1958, helve applied for an increase of 2s. 6d. 
per 120 in their contract price on the grounds th,Lt the 
prices payable to e~g producers have been increased by that 
amount with effect as from 7th _\.ugust. _\.s an incretbe in 
these circumstances is provided for in the terms of their 
contracts, l have granted the contractOJ:s' applications. 

19. On the recommendation of the Chief Engineer, Port
rane, l have entered into <1 contmct with the Standard 
Telephones Ltd. for the maintenance of the internal tele
]Jhone system i.p that Hospital for an tmnual payment of 
£42, plus £1 per instrument for any telephones subsequently 
added to the system. 

20. Quotations were recently invited for the suppl;v of 
cottonseed meal required for Portrane !arm, and on the 
recommendation of the _\.gricultural ~Ianager I h<we 
accepted an offer of Livestock Foods Ltd. for :fiftv tons nt 
£27 5s. per ton ex quay, Dublin, b~ing the lmve~t of four 
tenders received. 
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21. During the balf-,re<tr ended 30th June, 19.33 , th e 
.:\Iunster 11nd Leinster Bank, Ltd., allowed interest amount
ing to £333 6s. on the balance~> standing to credit of the 
Board 's current accounts. 

22. The Chief R.:\1.~. is on annual leave from lOth _\ugust 
to lOth. September inclusi\·e, and Dr. D. J. O ' Sull~\· :m, 
Senior _\ssistant :\IPdical Officer, is ,\cting Chief R.:\L S. 
during that period. 

JOHX P. KK\XE, 

Dublin A.ssi,qfant ('ity and f'ounty Jfa11agrr. 

:\L\X_\QER 'S ~UPPLK\IEK'l'_\L RJ~POR'f TO BO_\RD. 

20th Augu.qf, 1!).):1. 

23. 'l'he t:ontra:.:ton; for the supply of eggs to Grangegor
man and Portrnne <lming the ><ix months period ending ilOth 
September, Hl.'5Cl , han,· applied -for a further increa>;e of 
2,.;. Gd. per 120 in their contract prices on the ground" that 
the prices pa~·able to egg producer·;; htl\·e been increased 
b.' that amount a from 14th _\ugm;t. As their contracts 
proridt> for an increa::;e in the!;e circumstances, I have 
!.(ntllt l•d the contractors ' applicntionR. 

24. 'flw :\1 inister for IT ealth hn,; nppro\·ed of the nppoint
lliL'Ilt of "'{E;>!<,.;r·,.; .. J. _\. KE:'nny and 1\u·tners as Consulting 
Engillt>Prs fm· the electrical n;J<l nwchanical Rervicef; :mel of 
:\lr .. John O'Br·ien, F.R.T.C'.H., ns Quantitv Sun·eyor in 
connN:tion with the con. truction of a 200-bed unit nt Port
runt• ::\Icntnl Ho pita!. 
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25. I ha\·e authorised p<lyment of 4;82 4s. Ocl. to Glasgow 
Engineers, Ltd., being in respect of inc rea ed cost of wages 
and materials bet"·een June, 1951, and August, 1952, 
dming which period the:- iustnlled au Electric Sen'ice J_,ift, 
the contJ·nct amount of which was .£257 lOs. Od . 

. JOH~ P. KE.\SE , 

Dnblin Assistant City .\Tanager. 

Orders made thereon:-

Par. 12. Con iclerntion po tponeu until next meeting. 

Par. 15. Refer to Building Committee. Koted that work 

is being proceeded with. 

CORRE~POXDE~CE. 

1. Letter elated 12th August from the Clerk to the Council, 
Corporation of Dublin ach·isina that the Dublin CitY Council 

' 0 ' 

at n monthly meeting held on lOth .\ugust appointed Coun-
cillor Charles J . HauaheY B .Comm.', B.L., .\.C .. \ ., to serve 

0 .... ' 

on the Grangegorman ~Iental Hospital Board in succession 
to the late Councillor Senator Michael J. Colgan. Noted . 

2. Letter dated 17th Augu"t from the \Yicklow County 
Council stating that Councillm .James 0 ·~ eill, Chnrchlands, 
'I'inuhely, has been appointed to represent the Council on 
the (1rangegorman :\!ental Hospital Board in place of 
ex-Councillor O'Reilly. Noted . 

3. Letter dated 1st August from Dr. D. Gerught~·, .\.:\LO., 
ncknowleclaina resolution of sYmpathy on the death of his 

" " v 

fatlwr nn1l expressing appreciation of same. Noted. 
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X01'ICB OJ!' ::\IO'l'lO:X. 
lu accordauce with Xotice, Councillor Deuis Larkin 

pror\osed : -
.. That the ::\Lmager be requested to commuuieute iuuue-

. diatel;y with the Secretary to the Dublin Couuty Council 
asking that arwngements be made by the Council to recei1 e 
a deputation from the Botml in connection with the position 
of Santry Court under the Town Planning .\cts." 

Councillor \Yillium Lawless seeondecl. 
Passctl unanirnouHly. 

'l'he following members were appointecl to represent the 
BoarJ on the deputation:-

Councillor Eugene 'l'immons (Chairmau). 
C. l\L Byme (Vice-Chairman). 
Denis Larkin. 
William Lawless. 

::\Ir. John Cahill. 

It was ueci<led to re<1uest the Dubliu City uml County 
Manager to permit the Dublin Town Hanning Officer to 
accompanJ the de})Utation. 

K. KE.\XB, 
'Acting f'hicf Glerh. 

..... ,·u~tR, Otai.IN. 

E. 'l'Dl1ION"S, 
Chairman. 

D. J. O'SULLIY.\X, 
Acting Chief H.M.S . 
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Report No. 185. 
27th August, 1958. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

AGRICULTURAL CO:\E\IITEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Committee was held in the 

Boardroom, Grangegmttnan l\Iental Hospital, Dublin, the 

27th day of August, 1953, Councillor C. l\I. Byrne (Vice

Chairman) in the Chair. Also present-Councillors James 

Andrews, William J. Colman, P.C., l\Iiss M. C. Ennis , 

Gilbert Hughes, William Lawless , T . .P. O'Reilly and John 

Smithers. 

27th August, 1953. 

REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL :MANAGER. 

1. Purchased Cows and Jlill.: Supplies.-Since my last 

report of the 30th ultimo 31 T. T. milch cows have been 

purchased. As 25 of these were delivered during my annual 

leave, only six have been paid for. These six avemged 

£59 15s. Od. each, including the cost of T.B. testing and 

delivery to .Portrane. Recent purchases of cows has left the 

milk supply satisfactory after some shortages having 

occurred during the second week of this month. 



Agricultural Committee 222 27th August, 1953 

At pt·esent the total daily production from 259 cows milk
ing is 570 gallons or 2·2 gallonl:l per cow. The following is 
an analysis of the daily production of these:-

4 gallons and over 
o gallons to 4 gallous 
2 gallons to o gallons 
1 gallon to 2 gallous 
1 gallon and under 

l::l cows 

64 " 
78 " 
82 " 
27 " 

2. Purchases and Sales uf Livefltock.-The following is an 
account of all livestock (a) pmchased and (b) sold during 
the month of July :-

Average Average 
Total cost per beast per cwt. 

(a) o1 bullocks £2,192 1.9 6 £70 14 10 £6 7 !) 
20 milch cows £1,152 10 0 £57 12 6 
45 beep £306 Ul 6 £6 16 4 
3 fat pig £49 10 0 £16 10 0 

(b) 20 calves--2 @ £W, 1 @, £11, 2 @, £10, 1 @ £9, 
6 ® £ , 2@. £7 lOs., 2 @ £7 5s., 1 @ £7, 1 @., £610s., 
and 2 € £5 each, total £173 lOs. Od. 
20 bouhams @, £8 10 . each, total £170 Os. Od. 

7 fnt pig for a nett total of :f: 128 2s. 6d. 
12 bonhnm · @ £!) lOs. Oc.l. wet·e transferred to Grauge

gorman. 

2-1 store pi"'A @ {:!) 0 ·. Od. were transferred to Grlluge
gonnan. 

1 tore pi<> a £!) 10 . Od. w re transferred to Gnmge-
gorman. ,, 

Total cr •tlit for bonham and stores transferred to Grunge
gorman £501 0 . Od. 
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3. Artificial Insemination and Abortion.-Artificiallnsem

ination was restarted on the 14th instant. Cows still 

continue to calve down normally. No cases of abortion 

occurred siTice my last report. 

4 . .lfastitis.-There have been no serious outbreaks of 

mastitis during the past month, although a number of acute 

cases developed among the milking cows. All qf these are 

re!lponding to treatment. A bacteriological examination of 

milk samples taken from a number of dry and milch cows 

was made and treatment was given where necessary. 

5. Grass.-A number of fields on all farms received a 

dressing of one cwt. of Rulphate of .\mm~nia per statute 

acre and on account of the recent rain there are ample 

upplies of ·grass everywhere. ,\ll the first crop and old 

meadow hay has been cut and saved and some of it stort>d . 

.\t Turve.v, 20 acres of aftergrass have been cut and mach> 

up. Further cuts of aftergmss for hay mny ht> maclt> where 

the grass is available. 

6. Crops.-To date 131 acres of first and second £>arly 

potatOt's have been dug. The average ~·it>ld is 10 tons 

16 cwts. 0 qrs. Four twres of gpicures nveraged 'j tons 

10 cwt!l. 2 qrs. nncl 9l ncres of Homeguards and Queens 

averaged 12 ton!! !l cwts. H qrs. All the crop has been spra:vecl 

twice and the main crop has received n third nppliention. 

Blight iR now appt>nring among the crop. 

The weeding of the fodder beet ha . been completed and 

the crop looks good . 

. \ total of 10 acres of marrow-steam Kale has been ROwn 

after lifting the early potntoes; 51 acres of it han• been 

thinned and weeded. · 
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Harvesting of the corn crops has begun and so far 211 acres of barley and 25 acres of wheat have been reaped and stooked. .\ certain amount of lodging has taken place due to recent heavy showers, a fact which will make harvesting more cliffi('ult :ml cost!.\· . Some fielils c:m only be cut on one side. 

7. Santry ('om·t .-Fift~·-fh· e acres of hn~· have been cut :mrl s:wed at s~mtr:r. The stock nt present on the fnrm is C.8 cal\'es and 104 ~·em·ling and two-year-old heifers. The amount of gr;ls.:; available is just about sufficient for this number of c:tttle. .\s soon as the ha~· is remm·ed from the fields there will be sufficient grnss a\·nilnble. 
An outbreak of hoose occurred among the younger calves on pasture during the month despite the fact that the~· had been dosed with phenothiazine during the month o£ .July. 

'T'hirt~· of the weakest of these were removed to Turvey and Ballymastone and are now housed . . -\number were attended and treated by the Yeterinary Surgeon but no death'l occurred. 

Order. Xoted. 

J.B1ES H .-\YES, 
.(igricultural }[ anager. 

27th At1gt1st, 1953. 
REPOR'T' OF HR\D G.\RDEXRR. 

POR'l'RANK 
1. l' egetal>le FielclR.-The planting of vegetables for htP Autumn , Winter and early Spring u e has been completed. The following varieties were planted :-
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9 acres Savoy, 

7t acres broccoli , 

5j acres late York, 

27th August, 1953 

1! acres BrusgE>l sprouts, 

1! acres leeks. 

These young crops are doing well and the greater portion 
of them hnve been earthed up for the winter . 

_\t the moment I am weeding, grubbing and earthing the 

remainder of the crop. 

2. The Spring onion and root crops are up to average. The 
onions should be fit for harvesting in about three weeks 

time. 

3. 7'il]age and Sowings.--One acre of Autumn onions were 
sown this week and I am preparing a further two acres for 

this crop. 

GRXNGEGORMAX GARDEXS. 

4 . . \ ll crops are doing well and we have just completed 
the planting of leeks , Brussel sprouts and cabbage. All 
flower beds and recreation grounds are in good order. 

SANTRY GARDENS. 

5. \York carried out in these gardens consisteil. chiefly of 
weeding, scuffling, care of tomato houses and picking fruit. 

A. WOLOH_\i\, 
Head GardenN. 

Order. Noted. 
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FARM INSPECTI0~-PORTRANE AND 
GRANGEGOR~'IAN. 

1. \Ve visited Portrane a.nd Grangegorman FarmR and Gardens on 6th August. At Turvey we inspected 26 n.cres of Kerr's Pink potatoes and this crop looks very promising indeed. The wheat and barley · are excellent-the latter lodged to some extent, but considering the weather for the pnst month the barley crop has stood up well. The quality of our pastures on this farm are up to the highest standard and show great care in seeding and cultivation. 
2. .\t Ballymastone we Witnessed the lifting of RomP British Queen potatoes, and in our opinion this crop coulcl not be exceeded in either quality or qmmtity. We also observed thnt a large acreage has. been seeded with Kale where the potntoes hnve been lifted. The fodder beet is good but from observations it would appear that we should give them n little more space. This could not be verifiecl until the crop L bein" lifted. The Ra,oy , broccoli and leeks are doing well. 

3 . . \t Hantr,v we inspecterl some ;votmg Rtork, nnd we feel that these heifers would compare favourabh· with anv hercl of thPir elnss in the countr,\". . . 
4. Th Gnrden nt Snntry is a creclit to the (hrdener th£>t·e and we think this man's position should be rPviewrcl :mel his . nlnr~· adjusted. 
5. The Onrden. nt Portrane were ns mmal well kept. The plum nnd pear crop are not up to previous years, . hut we nre awnr that the average all over for thes crops iR clown on oth r ~-ear . We w re glad to note the apple crop is very good, with the young trees showing up well. 
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6. We inspected the Gardens and pigs at Graugegorman. 

The latter appeuretl well cared for and the gardens are iu 

gootl style. 

7. We were lucky to inspect the farms and gardens at 

their best and we wish to express our appreciation of the 

state of all our property. 

8. We thank Mr. Sheridan and Mr. \Volohan for their 

assistance. 

Order. Noted. 

W. J . .COLMAN. 

W. L.\WLESS. 

JOHN SMI'l.'HERS. 

Par. 4 . Manager to be requested to review the salary of 

' ::5umuel Harris, Gardener at Santry. 

APPOI~TMEN'l.' O:F VH:HTING ME"~IBERS . 

The following were appointed to inspect the Board 's . 

fat·ms and gardens during the ensuing period to 24th 

September, 1953, date of next meeting of the Agricultural 

Committee : -

Councillor C. M. Byrne. 

James Andrews. 

Gilbert Hughes. 

Mr. T. P. O'Reilly. 
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'l'he report prepared by l\Ir. Patrick O'Keeffe, B.Agr.l:k, 
ou his examination of Portrane :Farm Costs for year 1950/51 
was submitted and noted. 

K. KEANE, 
Acting Chief Clerk. 

C. M. BYRKE, 
Chairman. 

D. J. O'SULLIVAN, 
Acting Chief R.M.S. 
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Grangegorman Mental Hospital 

Board. 

EXAMINATION OF FARM COSTS 

YEAR 1950/ 51 
~ 

1. This Report is based on a detailed castings examination 

of all branches of farm operations on the Board's farms at 

Portrane, Ballymastone, Turvey and Santry Court in 

re~pect of the ;vear ended 31st :Jifarch, 1951. During the 

:year under review the farm was developed along the lines 

recommended in my reports submitted in January, 1.949, 

and Xovember, 1950. • 

A detailed summary of costs obtained is tlppended . for 

comparison. the prochzction costs on Portrane F11rms for the 

.'·ear;:; 1947 , 48 and 1940/ 50 are included, together with 

comparable co ts from commercial farms in Korthern 

Ireland, as collected b,· the ~1inistry of Agriculture, 

Xorthern Ireland. · 
I 

2. :JHLK PRODUCTION:-

('oxt of PToduction per gallon in pence. 

P.~LH. P.:\1.R. P.:J.LH. Xorthern 

1950/ 51 1949f50 1947 j48 Ireland 
Fo()d 14·17 12·91 20·37 12·09 
Labour 7·41 7·43 7·02 4 ·97 
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MILK PRODUCTION-Gcmtinued 

P.M.H. P.:VI.H. P.M.H . Korth ern 
1950151 1949150 1947(48 Ireland 

Herd :VIaintenance 1·77 2·92 2·04 ·17 
::\lisceltaneous 

Items ... 4·5 5·42 6·40 2·12 
Veterinary 

Expenses ... ·8 1·10 1·17 
)-Jl;.J Total ~65 29·78 37·30 19·35 

'Kiilk yield per cow 
........... 

672 548 531:l 471 

GRADE OF MILK ••. 

gals. 

Tuber
culin 
Tested 

gab. 

Tuber-
culin 

Tested 

gals. 

Tuber
culin 

Tested 

gals. 

Tuber
culin 

Tested 
and or
dinary 
I with 

similar 
costs 

'J'he three sets of figures !or Portrane are not strict~y 
comparable, as wuge rates dming the ~-ear HJ49I.>O 
were 14s. per week above the rates during the ~-enr 
194714 . . H wage rates similar to those for 1947 { 4~ 
the cost for 1949150 would be approximately 1:4d . 
per gallon less . \\"age rates in 1950151 were 6 I· per 
week higher thnn in 1949150 and 201- per we~k 
higher than in 1947148. ]ncrea!lec} wuge rute:; !II 

1950151 meant tm nutomatic increase of ·58d. per 
gull on in costR that yenr OYer 1949150. 

Awragl' .\1 ill.- Price.~ iu Dubli11 Di.~trict : 
Orllinnr.\ milk delin~red b~- l)roducer 

to \\'hole..,alet· · 2f 1}<1 . per gnllon 

\ n guide to the pr·ice of highe!it grade ('l'.T.) milk II 

mar,.in of I :' d. per "nllon is ullowed OYer the p1·ice of orclinnry 
milk in th~ retail market. 



The above figures show that the production. costs of milk 

in Porb·ane are still comparatively high, but have shown a 

significant decline since 1947 / 48. 'l'he situation with regard 

to items of cost in the year under review is discussed here'

under. 

3. Food is at present, and always will be, the greates't 

item of cost in milk production on the farm. Food costs in 

1950/ 51 show a slight increase <IS compared with 1949 / 50, 

mainly due to the fact that prices of ull foods, both home 

grown and purchased, increased by <tbout 16%. Decreased 

food consumption per g"lllon of milk confined the actual 

increase in food costs per gallon to 1·26d. 'rhe reduction in 

feeding has been mainly accomplished by an extension of 

the grazing season. Spring grazing is now available as early 

as is possible with the limitations of climate existing in the 

locality. In a normal year it is possible to hu \'e full grazing 

for cows around the middle of ::\larch. Jt is believed that 

}ledectiou has not ~- et been reacheu in the extension of the 

grazing season into late autumn. Though the feeding o~ 

concentrates will always be necessary for high-~·ieldina cowl' 

from eptember onwards, it is expected that with improve

ment in pastures and improvement in grazing management 

appreciable quantities of gn\ss will be available up to at 

least mid-Xovember. There is still plenty of cope for a 

·eduction in the amount of food fed to the daiQ· herd during 

the actual period of housing. In the year under review the 

~o.· t of hand feeding o~ the dairy herd was prac tical!~- £8,000. 

fhe amount of food fed is kept high by (l) The beefi.ne s and 

l'elati,·el~- low milk yield of the dairy herd n has been 

pointed out in previous rep01·ts. Present breeding polic,v 

·hould olve the difficulty within a number of years. (2) 



.\nother f>lctor necessitating heavy' winte'r feeding is the poor milking quality of market cows, a large proportion of which have to be fattened for slaughter during the winter feeding period . The drain on feeding stuffs made necef;snry by the fattening of low-yielding cows has been gre11ter in 1950f51 than it was in 1949f50. A total of 174 cows were purchased in the market. It was necessary to slaughter 1_16 cows during the winter feeding period. This difficulty nlso • would be resolved as soon as an adeqw1te number of highyielding. cows be produced w-ithin the herd. 

CosT oF Fooo . 

. \s has been pointed out in previous reports, gr.u;f; eaten in sittt is the cheapest possible food for milk production. X ext in order of cost are silage and ha~·. The polic~· during the ,Year has aimed at exp;mding to the fullest the production of tho e foods. Due to better mnnagement of the grazing fields, the acreage >1 vailable for lw~· and silage w11~ 307. This acreage in 1947 was 65 and in 1949 was 17H .. \ new homegrown ~ood produced dming the year was fodder beet. Only <I small acreage was grown 11s a t1·i:tl, but fiufficient e,·idencP was got to indicate that it would gi,·e 11 much higher ~· ield of food per acre than either hay or silage and that in cost it ~vould compnre {;~,·ourably with those foods. The only snag mvoh·ed W<l~ that fodder beet would be utilising tillage ground which might be used for producing \'Hlu11ble caf;h c1·ops-either wheat or potatoes. 

With thf.' aim of increasing the amount of silage mHdf.' nt thf.' f.'xpem;e of hn~· (silage has lowe1· labour costs and les>: con!'.f.'n·ntion lossf.'s than ha~-) the building of largf.' pit silo,; wns cornplt>ted in readiness for the Hl51-52 sen>:on. 

, 
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With l'tgard to purchased foods, there was a geneml 

incre<lse in the price of all ~oocls on the market. 'l'he costs 

were kept low by purchasing tlS much malt culns as "·ere 

available and by including the maximum quantit~· po sible 

of pmchased beet pulp in the winter ration. 

4. LABOUR. 

Increased total production of milk h;ts made it po-;sible 

to keep labour cost per gallon of mill\ under that of 1949, 

50, in spite of a wage increase of 6J· per ''."eek. It is unlike!~· 

that labour costs in milk production can be decreased Yery 

much below the present level. There is still room for 

lmprol'ement in the stnn<lnrd of mnchine milking in the 

herd. 

5. HERD REPLAl'E~IE.\'TS. 

The cost of herd maintenance is low, yet it is still the 

most un;;atisfuctm·~· aspect of milk production 011 the l'ort

rane farms. Home-bred heifers, bred from the (j lasnevin 

~horthorn bulls, have not been entirely satisfactory. Jn 

1!)49150 only one of the the GhtsnHin bulls pmchased bre<l 

good milking heifers with an,v kind of certaint,\·. Thirt.Y-six 

home-bred heifers entered the herd dmiug the year. These 

Hl'eJ·aged 416 gallons for their first lactatioui'. The positio11 

with regard to market purchased cows has been even more 

unsatisfactory. ~ot alone haYe they given nn entirely 

unsatisfactory avert\ge yield of 437 gallon·, but, as has been 

previously pointed out, considerable loss h<~s hnd to be met 

in ftlttening those cows for slaughter. 

Because of the' relati,·ely poor results obtuinell from the 

Glasnevin Shorthorn bulls, the breeding polic;y in the herd 
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has been switched practically entirely over to crossing heavier yielding cows with :Friesian bulls. At the end of year under review, three Friesian bulls were in use in the herd. Two o"£ those were proven bulls and hence are capable of breeding goo milking daughters, with absolute certainty. The third bull is very well bred for milk production. Disease difficulties and general management difficulties in the rearing of home-bred heifers have been entire!~· overcome. 'fhe cost of producing these home-bred heifers is still about £20 over the purchase price of cows in the Dublin market. Thiti difference can be considered small if the home-produced t;tock turn out to be satisfactory milker .. However, with the ystem of rearing and with greater attention being paid to the quantities o! milk fed, it is certain that the p!·oduction costs can be reduced far below the figure of £68 10 J- per head . 

6. ~II' ELLA~EOUS ITE:MS. 
As pointed out in previous repc:-ts , mi cellaneous costs are high, but there is little likelihood of reduc ing the total amount of these co,:;b,;. With increa ing production of milk, the amount of theRe co.;;ts per gallon of milk produced will decrea e. 

7. GEXERAL HERD ~L\X .\.UE~IEX'r. 

Data of general herd management show an improvement with ut beiua yet entir l,v satisfactory. Average milk ~ield hns incr u. ed to 54 gnllons from 538. Average lactation lE>n••th bu. increa. ed from 41·2 weeks to 42·2 week and tim between calving ha decreased from 61· .> weeks to 
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57·3 weeks . There is still very much room fo1· improve

ment. Both yield and hlCtation length can be improved by 

better nlllchine milking. The difficult~- experienced in various 

aspects of herd infertilit~- during 1949/ 50 and during 1950/ 

51 culminated in the diagnosis of Trichamoniasis in the herd 

at the end of the 1950 {51 season. 

8. CROP PRODUCTlOX. 

Both wheHt and potatoes continue to be satisfactory cHsh 

crops. There Wtls a profit of about {:15 per acre on wheat 

and about £37 per acre on potatoeR. 'l'here is scope for 

increasing the profit on both crops h,v expanding the yields. 

lf high farm profits are thought desirable, the acreage of 

both crop;:; should be kept at the highe;:;t po;:;sible level. The 

figure for the labour content of both of these crops shows 

that the labour efficiency on the farm is still very low by 

commercial standards. There has been u slight imprO\·ement 

in both crops as a result of increased mechanisation . 

~fechunisation , howHer, will not reduce the labour content 

of all crops on the farm down to that which prevails on 

commercial farms. As has been pointed out in previous 

reportR, thi;:; position makes crop production on the farm 

rery vulneJ·able to u fall in prices. 

9. PIG HERD. 

The profit from the pig herd continueR to be good. Trade 

for stores and bonhums, the main products of the herd , 

increased durino the rear and offset the increased costs of 
0 ·' 

purchased feeds. The selection of improved breeding stock 

from within the he1·d continues. 



10. 1IE.-\T ~UPPLIES. 

A small loss of £37 was met with in the supply of meat 
to the Portrane Hospital. This loss can be considered 
negligible . 

PATRICK O'REEFFE, B.Agr.Sc. 

,Tune, 1953. 



9 

COST RATES UHED l~ C .\LCUL .\Tl~G PROm CTION 
COHTS YEAR !950/ l. 

(a) HoRSE LABOL'n CosTS. 

Average number of horses 
Average number of horses employed in farm 
Average number of horses employed in dairy • 

Cost of repairs and depreciation of harness 
Cost of shoeing, etc. . .. 
Hay (1£>-& tons) 
Oats 35 brls., pulp 9! tons, maize 8i- tons 
Grazing 
Labour 
\" eterinary fees 
Stable repa1rs 
Miscellaneous ... 
Depreciation of horses 

Average cost per borse 
Average hours worked per horse 
Average cost per horse-hour 

(b) TRACTOR CosTs. 

T.V.O. (8,257 gallons) 
Petrol (637 gallons) 
Diesel Oil 
Lubricants 
Tyres 
Tax 
Depreciation of tractors and repairs 
Mmor repairs by farm staff 

Total number of tractor hours worked 
A ,-erage cost per tractor-hour 

15.7 
10 
2 

£ s. d. 
45 3 0 

134 18 0 
107 5 0 
453 12 4 

60 0 0 
35 13 0 
8 0 0 

12 0 0 
6 9 6 

44 0 0 

£907 0 10 

£57 15 6 
1,361.1 
10.1d. 

£ s. d. 
536 14 1 

80 19 0 
62 7 9 
76 11 6 
90 11 1 
42 0 0 

549 0 0 
13 13 9 

£1,451 17 2 

12,251 
2/ 4.4 
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(c) OvERHEAD CosTs. 

General Repairs (farm staff) General Repairs (Engineer's staff) Wet time 
Reclamation : 

1948-49, £30; 1949-50, £26 / 5/6; 1950-51, £54/10/6 Purchase and depreciation of equipment Xew Buildings: 1949-50, £78/ 8/ 6; 1950-51, £:37/3/0 ... Painting sheds, etc. 
Xew work 
Administration : 

alary of Agricultural Manager, less £100 alary of Agricultural Adviser Salary of Clerk 
Portion of 'ightmen's wages apital charge on buildings 

£ s. d. 
287 12 11 
250 0 0 
84 1 3 

110 16 0 
131 7 8 
115 11 6 
100 0 0 
29 17 11 

633 15 0 
752 10 0 
254 5 2 
25 0 0 
83 15 0 

£2,858 12 5 Distribution over 740 acres=£:3 / 17 / 3 per acre. 

(dl WAGES CosTs . 

.-\dolt wage rate taken at £4 0 0 per 48 hour week .Juvenile wage rate taken at £:3 0 10 per 48 hour week Tractor driver ' wage rate taken at £4 10 0 per 48 boor week 

On!rtime culculate<l nt 1 i times corresponding normal rnte. Tht> following lHwe been distributed at the rate of 'iR- 6tl. per hour worked :-

Wag or tillag For man Har · t Bono 
. nnual lea,·e, ick lea,·e, workmen' ompensation, etc. E tra pa~· for und r foreman 

£ s. d. 
3Ifl 15 6 
184 4 0 
622 19 4 
116 16 0 

£1,31114 10 
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(e) CAPITAL CHARGES. 

Sinking fund and capital cha t·ge on land : £958 14s. 10d.; on 740 

acres : £1 6s. Od. pet· acre. 
Sinking fund and capital charge on buildings : £983 15s. Od., 

allocated as follows :-

Dairy 
Calves & young stock 
Pigs 
Overhead costs 

£ s. d. 
740 0 0 

80 0 0 
80 0 0 
83 15 0 

£983 15 0 

(f) WoRK DoxE BY ExGlNEER's DEPARTMENT. 

Repairs nud ~1aintenance Costs:-

Milk production 
Farm overhead costs 
Dairy stock rearring 
Pigs ... ... 
Trailers 
Carts 
Ploughs 
C'ultivaLot·s 
Hay rakes, etc. 
Meat supply 
Stables ... 
Tmctm·s 

New Building;; and Special ·work:-

(a) Reno"ation of farm buildings-painting .. . 
50% charged per annum against overhead <:osts. 

(h) Insulating and strengthening potato loft 
Charged against overhead costs. 

£ s. d. 
895 3 10 
250 0 0 

46 0 0 
64 0 0 
20 0 0 
15 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 

195 0 0 

£1,545 3 10 

£ s. d. 
201 0 9 

10 14 6 
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NEW BUILDINGS Al.'i!D SPECIAL WORK-Continued. (c) 2 pig service pens 
Charged direct against pigs. (d) Roadway to garage 
Charged direct against overhead costs. (e) Roadway to bull pen 
Charged 'direct against overhead costs. (f) Laying passage to piggery Charged direct to pigs. (g) Construction of car garage 10% charged against overheads. (b) Concreting areas at hay barns and manure pits 10% charged against overheads. (i ) Extension of water to Lambe's field, Turvey Covered by an annual charge of £180 against dairy. (j ) Construction of gate and bridge Charged direct against overheads. (k) Construction of silage pit, Portrane • • o charge made for 1950/ 1, pit was not used-during that year. 

£ s. d. 

32 12 5 

12 19 0 

13 14 2 

13 6 1 

73 10 0 

163 0 5 

163 0 5 

3 4 2 

602 2 1 

(I) Installation of steaming equipment in dairy 5 14 9 Charged direct against dairy. (m) Repairs to water mains 
225 6 9 10% charged against overheads. (n) Con truclion of meal room for staff 96 11 4 10% charged against overheads. (o) Alterations to silage pit, Turvey .. . 133 17 5 • • o charge made for 1950/ 1, pit was not used. 

(g) Co. T o~o· DuNo. 

Labour in carting and handling dung Labour in carting and handling straw • traw purcba ed 
traw produc d 

Dep ialion of carts 

& lima ted p1-odutlion ... l 'o t of production per ton ... 
2,400 tons 
13/ 6d. 

£1,750 14 3 

£ s. d. 
469 14 1 
100 7 3 
221 3 1 
798 0 0 

27 15 0 

£1,616 19 5 
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(h) SANTRY CouRT 

In order to get an indic~:~tion of the value of Santry Court 
relative to the remainder o! the farm, it has been treated 
as a sepan1te account. On the debit side of the account are 
shown rates, wages of steward and other special labour 
costs, and on the credit side - I haYe allowed £5-3-3 per 
ilcre, which is the charge made against the remainder of the 

farm for rent and oYerheads. 

To £ s. d. By ' 
£ s. d. 

Rates on land and Value of grass pro· 
599 10 0 

buildings 340 16 7 duced 
Wages of steward 363 5 0 Bal. being loss on 

Special labour costs 40 8 5 Santry Court 145 0 0 

£744 10 0 £744 10 0 

PRODUCTIO~ COSTS. 

Acreage 1950 1 ... 103. 

Cost per acre:- . 
·working operations : 

Manual labour 
Horse 
Tractor 

Depreciation and -~~pairs : 
Ploughs and cultivators 
Threshing mill, earn, drills, binders, etc. 
Carts and trailers 

Seed 
Material 
Manures and resi·d~te 
Overhead expenses 
Rent ... . .. 

Cost per acre 
Yield per acre 

£ s. d. 

7 17 1 
7 9 

1 13 10 

9 0 
1 14 4 

6 2 
3 4 0 

6 0 
3 10 6 
3 17 3 
1 6 0 

£24 11 11 
... 10.46 brls. 
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PRODUCTION COSTS-Wheat-f'ontinupd 
Total cost of production 
Cash returns for wheat 
Allowance for straw 
Retained for seed (100 brJs.) 

Comparative Analysis of Cost per acre. 

'Vorking operations 
eed 

Overheads and sundries 
Manures and residue 
Rent 

Labour and Power used. 

Hours per acre : 1950/ 51 

Man 
73.9 Horse 
10.5 Tractor 
14.7 

Yield per acre : 
C'wts. 

26.15 Acreage 
133.0 

POTATOES . 

1950/ 51 
£ s. d. 
9 18 8 
3 4 0 
6 12 9 
3 10 6 
1 6 0 

£24 11 11 

1949/ 50 

74.2 
4.3 

16.7 

26.0 
107.5 

£ s. d. 
3,271 4 11 
4,120 19 4 

798 0 0 
35o 0 0 

1949/50 
£ s. d. 
9 1 8t 
3 10 0 
6 2 8t 
2 12 3-b 
1 6 0 

£22 12 8! 

Co t per acre:-
.-\cr·eage 1.950 f l ... 91. 

Working operations : 
Manual Labour 
Horse 
Tractot· 

~eed 

Dung less residuals 
Artificial manures 
• praying materials 

£ s. d. 
34 6 6 
2 17 7 
3 13 2 

12 6 10 
10 16 0 
5 3 6 

14 8 
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PRODUCTION COSTS-Potatoes-Continued. 

Depreciation and repairs : 

General equipment 
Trailers and carts 
Ploughs and cultivators 

Rent 
Overheads 

Total cost per acre 

Yield per acre 

£ 8. d. 

1 19 10 
6 2 
9 0 

3 17 3 
1 6 0 

£77 16 6 

8.8 tons 

£ s. d . 

Total cost of production, including 
Grangegorman 

delivery to 

Credits : T. C. Qrs. 

Delivered to hospitals 810 14 3 
Retained for seed (30 tons) 
Fed to pigs (140 tons) 

Comparative Analysis of Cost per acre. 

1950/ 51 
£ s. d. 

Working operations 
Manure 
Seed 
Overheads, etc. 
Rent 

Labour and Power used. 

Hours per acre : 
Man 
Horse 
Tractor 

1950/ 51 

357.8 
69.3 
31.8 

40 17 3 
15 19 6 
12 6 10 

7 6 11 
1 6 0 

£77 16 6 

7,082 1 6 

... 9,379 0 0 
300 0 0 
770 0 0 

£10,449 0 0 

1949/50 

382.7 
102.8 

22.1 

1949/ 50 
£ s. d. 

39 12 7~ 
'a 1 2 
12 0 7! 

7 15 8 
1 6 0 

£69 2 1 



3. SILAGE. 

Total Costs-
Working operations : 

Manual labour 
Horse labour 
Tractor labour 

16 

Depreciation and repairs : 
Trailers and carts 
Loaders and rakes 
Mowers, etc. 

Molasses 
Acid 
, eeds 
Overheads (half annual costs) Rent (half annual costs) 
Manures 

Total cost 
Estimated production 740 tons C'ost per ton £1 19s. 8d. 

Comparnti\'e .-\nnlysi 

Working operation 
tanure 

d 
Rent 
Deprt><:iation o'erheads 

of Co!;t 

1950/ 51 
18.0 
3.10 
1.2 
1.8 
15.0 

£1 19 8 Tonnagt> 
740 

L11hour nnd l)ow r u ed. 
1950 51 II Ul' p r ton : 

,fan 
6.5 Ho , 
.7 Tr ttor 

1.3 

Acreage 1950/1 ... 96. 

per ton. 

£ s. d 
530 1 9 
20 16 2 

113 14 4 

29 12 0 
40 16 0 
24 0 0 
25 0 0 

250 5 4 
43 4 0 

185 8 0 
62 8 0 

141 12 0 

... £1,466 17 7 

1949/ 50 
13.11 
3.5 
1.5 
1.9 
13.2 

£1 13 8 
720 

1949/ 50 

6.7 
1.3 
1.0 



4. HAL 

Total costs : 

Working operations : 
Manual labour 
Horse 
Tractor 

Depreciation and repairs : 
Mowers, rakes, etc. 
Trailers 
General equipment 

Manures 
Grass-seeds 

11 

Overheads (half annual costs) 
Rent (half annual costs 

Total cost Q.{ production 

Estimated production 
Cost per ton 

Acreage 1950/1 . .. 211. 

£ s. d. 
1,320 9 6 

70 8 11 
203 10 1 

52 15 0 
65 1 2 
29 17 10 

311 4 6 
94 19 0 

407 9 11 
137 3 0 

... £2,692 18 11 

420 tons 

£6 8 3 

Comparative Analysis Costs per tou. 

1950/ 51 
£3 16 0 

14 10 
4 6 
6 6 

Overheads & Dept·eciation 1 6 5 

Working 
Manures 
Seed 
Rent 

operations 

£6 8 3 

Labour and Power used. 

Hours per ton : 
Man 
Horse 
Tractor 
Production . 

1950 i51 

29.8 
4.0 
4.1 

420 tons 

1949/50 
£3 15 0 

11 6 
2 !ij 
7 0 

112 4! 

£6 8 8 

1949/ 50 

33.0 
6.37 
4.3 

167 tons 
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5. FODDER l3~ET. 
Acreage 1950/ 1 ... 2. 

Total costs : 

Working Operations : 
Manna! 
TJ·actor 
:Horse 

Depreciation and Repairs 
Seed 
Farmya1·d manure less 1·esidue 
Artificial manu·res 
Overheads 
Rent 

Cost of production per acre 

Yield from 2 ac1·es : Roots, 19 tons; Tops, ·13 tons. 

£ s. d. 
64 19 1 
13 8 1 
3 4 0 
1 10 4 
2 15 0 

21 12 0 
10 7 0 
7 14 6 
2 12 c 

£128 2 0 

£64 1 0 

A.s the acreage is so small there would be no bene.Qt derived t 
from comparative analysis. Fodder beet was not grown on 
the farm prior to the year under review. 

6. GRAZIXG. 

Tot.al costs : 
Acreage grazed 1950/ 1 ... 420t. 

Working operations : 
Manual 
Tractor 
Horse 

Depreciation and t•epairs 
Manures 
Grass-seeds 
Ove1·heads 
Rent 

Total cost 

Cost of production per acre 

£ s. d. 
365 1 9 
43 8 7 
70 3 3 
42 1 0 

865 0 6 
378 9 0 

1,q24 3 8 
546 13 0 

£3,935 0 9 

£9 7 2 



GRAZING-<Jomimud. 

Allocated as follows : 

Bullocks 4 acres 
Sheep 5 acres 
Horse 
Pigs 2 acres 
Heifers 92 acres 
Dairy cows balance 

1 • MEAT SuPI'r.Y. 

Slaughtering Expenses. 

1\J 

Dep1·eciat ion of tools , etc. 
Upkeep of slaughterhouse 
Wages paid to butcher and reliefs 
Wages in handling meat 

£ •. d. 

37 8 8 
46 15 10 
60 0 0 
18 14 4 

860 19 4 
2,911 2 7 

£3,935 0 9 

£ s. d. 
10 0 C) 
12 0 0 

451 10 10 
110 10 o 

£584 () 10 

Allocated in proportion to the amount of meat obtained 
from each category as :follows: -

Bullocks 
Sheep 
Pigs 
Cows 

Bull~ck beef: 

Bullocks purchased for slaughter 
Market expenses 
Slaughtering expenses 
Hay 

£ s . d. 

144 7 6 
116 17 6 

61 17 6 
260 18 4 

£584 0 1C 

£ s. d. 

4,715 5 5 
70 0 G 

144 7 6 
34 4 u 
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MEAT SUPPLY-Bullock Beef--oontinue.t. 

Grazing 
Concentrates 
Droving and d~livery 

Total expenJiture 

· Credit for beef supplied to hospital 
One bullock on hands 31 / 3/ 51 

)1utton: 

Sheep purchased for slaughter 
Market expenses 
Slaughtering expenses 
Droving and delivery 
Grazing 

Credit for mutton supplied to hospital 
Value of sheep on hands 31 / 3/ 50 £130 0 0 
Yalue of sheep on hands 31 / 3/ 51 £292 10 0 

Difference 

Total costs : 

l\filk fed to calves 
Linseed meal and calf meal .. . 
ll ixed meals (17! tons at £18 10 O) 
Hay (142 tons at £6 8 3) ... 

ilage (58 tons at £1 19 8) 
Grazing 
Y eterinary ex pen es 
Labour 
Repain. and maintenan~~· 
Capital charge on build ings 
71 c&l \" at £4 each ... 

£ . 8. d. 

37 8 ' 8 
15 0 0 
16 12 2 

£5,032 17 9 

£4,497 1 7 
60 0 0 

£ s. 0 . 

3,722 4 6 
40 0 0 

116 17 6 
• 1116 2 

46 15 10 

£3,937 14 0 
£4,214 0 9 . 

£162 10 0 

£ s. d. 
1,126 5 0 

26 10 0 
323 15 0 
910 11 6 
115 0 8 
860 19 4 
7& 0 0 

190 18 10 
55 18 0 
80 0 0 

284 0 0 

£4,048 18 4 
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REARING OF DAIRY HE!FERS-G.ontinued. 

Deduct nett increase in valuation of young stock 
over the year 

Deduct credit obtained for 2 heifers slaughtered 

Cost of 36 heifers entering Dairy Herd ... 
Average cost per heifer 

Average cost pet• heifer 1949 f 50 

9. ~fJJ,K PRODUCTIOX. 

(a) Foods . 

Concentrates : 
t. c. q. 

263 5 0 Dairy meals 
Leas 

17 10 0 fed to young stock 

ll45 15 0 fed to dairy cows 

Hay: 

Stock March, 1950, 60 tons 
Produced 420 tons 

480 tons 
Stock March, 1951 14 tons 

466 tons 
Fed to other stock 164 tons 

Fed to dairy cows 302 tons 

Silage: 

Stock Mat·ch, 1950 nil 
Produced ' 740 tons 
Stock March, 1951 35 tons 

Fed to calves 
705 tons 

58 tons 

F_ed to dairy cows 647 tons 

- £ . s. d. 
4,918 11 8 

323 15 0 

4.594 16 8 

480 0 0 
2,692 18 11 

3,172 18 11 
120 0 0 

3,052 18 11 
1,052 0 6 

2.000 18 5 

1,466 17 7 
155 0 0 

1,311 17 7 
115 0 8 

1,196 16 11 

£ s. d. 

1,525 10 0 

£2,523 8 4 
57 7 8 

£2,466 0 8 
£68 10 0 
£65 2 7 

£ s. d. 

4,594 16 8 

2,000 18 5 

1,196 16 11 



MJLK PRODUCTION-(t.~) Food!!-C'olttinued. Grass: 
Fodder beet : 
Total foods fed : 

(b) Labour. 

Wages paid to regular dairy staff ... . .. Work done by farm staff 

(c) Miscellaneous Expen.JJes. 
Repairs and maintenance by Engineer's Dept. . .. Fuel ... 
Steam 
Electricity 
Water 
upply and repairs of dairy equipment ... Capital charges on work done by Engineer's Dept. : Water £100 0 0 Installation of boiler and steamer 13 4 0 teaming Equipment 5 14 9 Depreciation of milking machine ... . .. Equivalent of 2 horses used in dairy 

In urance ... ubscription to Cow T~~Ling Association ... Cart and trailers • undry items ... Capital charges on buildings 

£ s . d. 4,989 9 4 
669 7 6 

5,658 16 10 

895 3 10 
218 8 0 

8 18 3 
327 6 7 
148 13 7 

436 0 10 

l 
>- 198 18 g 

J 
160 0 0 

115 11 0 
76 0 0 

67 10 0 
36 0 0 
9 18 0 

740 0 0 

£3,438 8 10 

£ II. d. 

2,911 2 7 
128 2 0 

10,831 16 7 

£ a. d. 

5,658 16 10 

£3,438 8 10 



(d) H erd R eplacemen t Costs . 

Debits : 

Herd valuation 1950 ... 
D11iry cows purchased (174) 
Springing heifers purchased 

(16) .. . .. . 
l3ulls purchased (5) .. . 
36 home-bred heifers 
Slaughtering expenses 

Credits : 

205 cows slaughtered 
96 calves sold 
71 calves reared ... 
47 calves slaughtered 
3 bulls slaughtered .. . 
Herd valuation 1951 .. . 

£ s. ci. 

12,831 0 0 
7,863 15 0 

896 14 0 
480 0 0 

2,466 0 8 
260 18 4 

£24,798 8 0 

£ s. d. 

8,080 17 7 
429 14 0 
284 0 0 
140 2 6 
223 2 0 

14,276 0 0 

£23,433 16 1 

Difference being cost of herd replacement 

(e) l'ete1·inary Expenses. 

Total tlXpenses 

SUNI'YIARY OF MILK PRODUCTIO~. 

Cost per gallon 

£ s. d. , 
FOO{l 10,83116 7 14.17d. 
Ll!bour 5,658 16 10 7.41d. 
Miscellaneous ... 3,438 8 10 4.50d. 
Herd replacement 1,364 11 11 1.77d. 
Veterinary expenses 614 13 0 .BOd. 

Total expenses ... £21,908 7 2 28.65d. 

£1,364 11 11 

£614 13 0 

1950/ 1. 

Percentage of 
total cost 

49.5 
25.8 
15.7 
6.2 
2.8 

100.0 
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SUM:.VIARY OF MILK PRODUCTION, 1949/ 50 . 
. Cost per gallon Percentage of 

Food 
Labout· • 
Miscellaneous items 
Herd replacement Veterinary expenses 

£ s. d. 
9,113 4 4 
5,244 2 11 
3,828 13 2 
2,060 2 0 

775 15 4 
Total expenses . .. £21,021 17 9 

Total pt·oduction 
Ave. number of cows in herd Yield per cow 
Ave. length of lactation Ave. time between calvings Ave. daily production 

. Food: 

Consumption per cow : 
t. c. q. I. 

Hay 18 0 3 Silage 1 18 3 0 Concentrates 14 3 3 Beet 

12.91 
7.43 
5.42 
2.92 
1.10 

29.78 

1950/ 51 
183,435 ga)s. 

335 
547.7 gals. 
42.2 wks. 
57.3 wks. 
503 gals . 

total cost 
43.4 
24.9 
18.2 
9.8 
3.7 

100.0 

1949/50 
169,389 gals. 

315.1 
538 gals. 

41.2 wks. 
61.5 wks. 
464 gals. 

Starch equivalent lbs. 
1950/51 1949/50 

484 394 469 632 993 1,016.8 . 53 

1,999 2,042.8 

Consumption per 100 gallons: 

Hay 
ilage 

Meals 
Root (beet) 

Starch equivalent !bs. 
1950/51 1949/50 

88.5 73.0 85.5 117.4 163.3 189.4 9.7 

347.0 379.8 



Labour: 

Man hours per cow 
Man hours per 100 galls. 

Herd ·Maintenance: 

25 

1950/ 51 
114.7 

21.0 . 

Opening stock number of cows 313 
Purchased cows .. . . . . 174 
Purchased springing heifers 16 
Home-bred heifers 36 

Number of cows slaughtered 
Closing stock ... . .. 

Deliver:y of m~ to Grangegorman 
(not mcluded m production costs) 

539 

210 
329 

539 

1949/ 50 
116.8 

21.7 

£399 5 1 

10. C osT OF FooD usED rN MILK PRODU CTION. 

Hay 
Silage 
Malt culms 
Beet pulp 
Dairy meals 
Grass (per acre) 

11. Pws . 

Credits : 

Cost per ton S.E. Value 
£ s. d. 
6 8 3 25 
1 19 8 11 
8 19 7 45 

16 14 2 60 
25 18 10 65 
9 7 2 

Value of pigs slaughtered 
Value of pigs sold ... . .. 
Value of pigs to Grangegorman . 
Valuation of p ig herd 31 / 3/ 1951 

Cost per 100 lbs. 
S.E . 

22.92 / -
14.88/ -
17.79/-
24.85/-
35.62 /-
7.48/ -

£ s. d. 
1,828 3 8 
2,446 11 6 
1,847 0 0 
1,738 0 0 

£7,859 15 2 



Debits : 

Yaluation 1/4/ 1950 
Purchased food 
Milk powder 
Milk 
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Potatoes feeding value less cooking costs 
Cooking and ensiling 
Wages of pig herd 
Other labour 
Whitewashing, etc 
:Xightman 
Managerial costs 
Capital cha•·ge on buildings 
Repairs by Engineer's Dept. 
Graal> paddock 
Depreciation of cart and trailerb 
Yeterinary expen es 
Pigs from (.lrangegorman 

C pita! ~:huges on work done by Engineer's Dept. 
1950/ 1 

Pa 'age to piggery £13 6 1, 2 service pens 
£32 12 5, . t m r & cookel" £9 0 0 

1949}50 1-'an·owing !>"DS £2 6 0, ilo £13 12 6 
Li,:tht 
Fuel 
'undri 

Diff nl ing profit ou pig p1· duction 

£ s. d. 

2,009 15 0 
1,272 10 5 

171 2 6 
• 35 10 0 
770 0 0 
38 15 8 

313 11 1 
35 5 3 
9 18 0 

100 0 0 
173 0 0 
8) 0 0 
64 0 0 
18 14 4 
10 0 0 
39 10 0 

669 0 0 

} ro 17 
0 

109 17 10 
145 12 0 
19 0 0 

£6,155 19 1 
1,703 16 1 

£7,859 15 2 
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SUMMARY OF FARM WORKING, 1950/51. 

Loss on meat pro-
' duction ... 

Loss on Santry 
Court ... 

Capital Expenditure 
(difference between 
total cost of 
capital works and 
the amount dis-
tributed t<> cost 

£ s. d . 

36 19 5 

145 0 0 

accounts) . .. 1,241 17 10 

Other work costed : 
Potatoes 1951152 .. . 
Wheat 1951 152 
Delivery of veget

ables to Grange-

124 4 6 
180 8 8 

gorman 149 8 7 
£1,877 19 0 

£ s. d. 
Profit on pig pro-

duction 1,703 16 1 

Profit on milk pro-
duction 747 12 2 

Profit on potato 
production 3,366 18 6 

Profit on wheat 
production 1,997 14 5 

£7,816 1 2 
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Report No. 186. 
17th September, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental 

Board. 

BOARD MEETING. 

Hospital 

The stated monthly meeting of the Grangegorman Mental 

Hospital Board was held in the Boardroom, Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital , Dublin, the 17th day of •September, 1953, 

Councillor Eugene Timmons, P.O. (Chairman), in the Chair. 

The following members were also present: -

City of Dublin Rcpresentatiues.----councillors Dr. Richard 

Batterberry, :.\LA., Mrs. Catherine B yrne, William J. 

Colman, P.O., B ernard Conway, Denis Larkin, Mrs. 

Kathleen Nix, P.O., Mrs. Lillie O'Shea-Leamy, P.O., 

Messrs. John Cahill, P.O., William Chase, Denis Finn, 

B .L . , Thomas O'Reilly, John Smithers, :Mrs. Cecelia 

Keeble and Mrs. E . O'B yrne. 

County Dublin Representatives. -Councillors J ames 

:\ndrew , Sean Taggart and Miss l\I. C. Ennis. 

County lVicklow Representatives. -Councillors C. M. 

Byrne, William Lawless, Patrick McCarthy and James 

O'Neill . 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Coun

cillors 'r. J. Murray, Peadar Cowan, T.D., and ean Dunne, 

T .D. 
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The minutes of the last meeting of the Board (Report No. 
184, 20th August, 1Q53) were confirmed and signed. 

A return of the state of the Hospital from 19th August to 
16th September, 1953, as under, was submitted and 
signed:-

Males Females Total 
On Hospital Register on 19th 

August, 1953 
Admitted to 16th September, 1953 

1725 
45 

1770 
Males Females Total 

Discharged 
to 16th Sept., '53 32 46 78 

Died to do. 2 11 13 
Escaped to do. 34 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 
16th September, 1953 1736 

Absent on trial and escape on 16th 
September, 1953 19 

Number actually resident on 17th 
eptember, 1953, as per Morning 
tatement Book 1717 

DISTRIBUTION. 
Number of Patients in Grangegor-

mon Mental Hospital 850 
umber of Patients in Portrane 

fentol Hospital 867 

Totnl number resident as above ... 1717 

2093 
56 

2149 

57 

2082 

35 

2057 

1270 

787 

2057 

3818 
101 

3919 

91 

3828 

54 

3774 

21.20 

1654 

3774 
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.CHARGEABILITY. 

City of Dublin 2857 

County of Dublin 509 

County Wicklow 344 

Criminal Lunatics 49 

Non-district patients 15 

ToTAL 3774 

AGRWULTURAL COMMITTEE. 

Councillor C. M. Byrne proposed and .Councillor W. J. 

Colman seconded the adoption of Report No. 185 of the 

meeting of the Agricultural .Committee held on the 27th 

August, 1953. Passed unanimously. 

REPORT OF INSPECTION, GRANGEGORMAN. 

26th Augus·t, 1953. 

1. Accompanied by Miss McCormack, Deputy Matron, 

we visited the Female Section, starting in the Nurses' 

Dininghall, which was clean and tidy. We understand that 

this is usually very crowded at the second dinner and we 

recommend that some effort should be made to provide 

proper accommodation there. 

2. We then inspected the Main Kitchen and saw the 

food in preparation for the dinner, which looked good and 

appetizing. There was ·a request here for a griller. We 

recommend that, if possible, this should be provided, as we 

are of opinion that it would facilitate and speed up the 

work there. 
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3. No. 25 Dayroom was spick and span and, as it was a sunny day, :most of the patients were outside and seemed to be enjoying themselves. 

4. As it was Visiting Day, the need for a decent Visiting Hall in this building was very apparent. We noticed that the visitors and patients were being accommodated in various day room , etc. We are of opinion that this problem should be tackled without delay. 

5. In No. 24 Kitchen the walls are in urgent need of cleaning. We spoke to the Clerk of Works about this and were informed that the work would be carried out within a month. 

6. We understand that in No. 24 Division there is no Yisiting Hall. This is a matter we should like to see attended to also. 

1. 'l'h bow lin a gr n looked in very fine condition. The main Vi. iting Hull in the Lower Hou e is continually overcrowded on undays, we were informed. We should like to know if unything can be done to rectify the po ition here. 
8. 'l'h \'i itill 0 Hall in ~ o. 22 was briaht and cheerful. '1 bl' food in g n ral in the female section was of good qu lit , cl an and well cooked. 

9. .\f r lunch, uccompuni d by . fr. Vero, Male Read • ' i h • •ur •, • vi. it d the m, I section in No. 2 chrot~ic 
Th m 11 w r clean and tid •. 'fhe beds were well 

10. hown ov r th new Vi iting Hall by tbe I rk f \V ork nd would lik o congratulate him and bis · ff ou he v ry exc llent job that has been done. We 
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understand, however, that it is intended to use two rooms 
here for the transfer of the male occupational therapy, and 
some of the Committee were of the opinion that one room 

might be sufficient at present. 

11. We noticed a slight improvement in the condition of 
the lavatory in the workshop yard, but would recommend 
the provision of running water here. We would like to see 

a central dump for scrap metals. 

12. In the Tailor's Shop there was the old complaint of 
no workers. \Ve would like to see more workers here, as a 
lot of useful work could be carried out in the shop. 

13. The Dininghall was being thoroughly mopped out as 

we passed by, which we were glad to note. 

14. The T.B. unit is in the course of redecorating and 
looked very fresh. The patients outside in the verandah 
seemed happy and most were in good spirits . 

15. In the therapy we saw very excellent work being 
done. We also noticed there a patient whose life story 
appeared in serial form in an English newspaper recently . 

He wanted oil paints to do some painting. 

We wish to thank Miss McCormack on the morning 
inspection and Dr. E. O'Sullivan and Mr. Vero in the after

noon for their help. 

THOMA P. O'REILLY. 

RICHARD C. KE NE. 

WILLI M L.\ WLE , . 

Order. Reccwrd late. Consideration deferred to next 

meeting. 
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REPORT 0¥ INSPECTION, PORTRANE. 

2nd September, 1953. 

1. We, the undermentioned, visited Portrane Mental Hospital on Wednesday, 2nd September, 1953. Accompanied by Dr. Harte we inspected the dormitories, Day Rooms, etc., and we spent some time speaking to patients. \Ve were also present when dinner was being served. 
2. The dormitories, etc., appeared clean ·and tidy, and except for the need of painting in parts, which we understand will be duly taken care of, we have no further comments to make. 

3. ~lost of the patients we spoke to were quite happy and content. One patient, however, was rather upset that she was not discharged. We enquired into this case and found that the matter is in the hands of the After-Care Committee, who are trying to secure a position for her before her discharge. 

4. The dinner served to patients appeared to be well cooked and ample in proportion. 

5. In No. 10 Division the question of nurses' sleeping accommodation has been previously reported on and the nurse-in-charge has now her bedroom on the opposite side of passage, which has free entry of air. There are two rooms occupied in the day by nurses; each room is at the entrance to large dormitories and we are informed that owing to the noise of patient it is most uncomfortable for the nurses trying to sleep. A new entrance to these rooms seems 
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possible or the present door of each room might be made 

noise-proof. The remaining rooms for nurses look out on 

the new lean-to and there is no fresh air available for these 

rooms. 

(Signed) J. CAHILL. 
WILLIAM CHASE. 

Order. Consideration deferred to next meeting. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING COMMITTEES. 

The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 

Portrane Visiting Committees for the ensuing period to 15th 

October, date of next meeting of the Board: -
• 

GRANGEGORMAN VISITING CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor E. Timmons (Chairman). 

, Mrs. Catherine Byrne. 

C. M. Byrne. 

Mr. John Cahill. 

PoRTRANE VIsiTING CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor E. Timmons (Chairman). 

" 
W. J. Colman. 

D. Larkin. 

Mr. John Smithers. 
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MA~AGER'S REPORT TO BOARD. 

11th September, 1953. 
1. The number of patients resident in the Board's Hospitals on 8th instant was:-

In Grangegorman 
In Portrane 

Total 
as compared with:-

Males Females Total 
850 
864 

1714 

1263 
790 

2053 

2113 
1654 

3767 

8th September, 1.952 1647 2001 3648 8th September, 1951 1599 1953 3552 8th September, 1950 1603 J955 3558 8th September, 1949 1540 1908 3448 this year's number being 119 more than on the corresponding date last year and 319 more than on the corresponding date in 194U. 

2. The general condition of the Board's Hospitals is reported by the Acting Chief R.M.S. and the Acting Branch R. 1. S. to be s?ttisfactory and the health of the patients normal. There were no cases of zymotic disease amongst patients durino the last month. 
3. (a) Mule patient T. C. (6132), a voluntary patient in , Grangegorman, did not return off pass on 21st ultimo. (b) ~1t-tle patient H. McC. (3504), a voluntary patient in C1•·nng-f.'gormrn, did not return off pa. s on 31st ultimo. 
(c) Female patient L D. (5714) escaped from the recreation !!rOUnds in Grangegorman on 13th ultimo . . \lthouoh ob ern!d and followed, she got away. She was broucrht back by the Guards about midnight. The Acting 
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Chief R.~LS. assures me that no blame attaches to any 

member of the staff in connection with this escape. 

(d) On 8th ultimo male patients J. M. (43005) and F. L. 
(4791), both liberty patients, escaped from the recreation 
grounds at Portrane. Male Nurses were sent to search for 
them. They located the patients but the latter ran towards 
a dangerous mud bank and the pursuit was called off 
temporarily because of the danger to the patients. As the 
a£ternoon was very foggy, the patients eventually evaded 
their pursuers. They were recaptured by the Guards at 
Coolock the following afternoon and brought back to the 

institution. 
(e) On 14th ultimo male patient A. T. (4676), a liberty 

patient at Portrane, was detected crossing a field near 
Donabate by one of the Farm Staff. He was brought back 
to the Hospital by two male nurses who happened to be in 

the vicinity. 
(f) On 20th ultimo male patient P. T. (1988), a liberty 

patient at Portrane. was found to be missing at tea 
hour from the tennis court where he had been working 
unattended. On 25th ultimo he was brought back to 
Grangegorman from Renmore Barracks, Galway, where he 

had joined the Army. 
The Acting Branch R.M.S. assures me that no blame 

attaches to any member of the Portrane staff in connection 

with these escapes. 

4. At about 4 p.m. on the 7th instant female patient 

K. S. (5762) when out in No. 24 Division exercise grounds 
at Grangegorman ran to a fire escape and, climbing over the 
side near the entrance crate ascended the stairs to the first 

b ' 
platform. A nurse who was on the grounds close to the 
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patient followed her to the escape and, opening the gate, ascended the stairs in pursuit. The nurse had not got very far up the stairs when she saw the patient fall from the platform on to a concrete path beneath. An Assistant Medical officer was quickly on the scene and he summoned a Visiting Surgeon, who advised that the patient should be removed to St. Laurence's Hospital. She was conveyed there by ambulance at about 6 p.m. I regret to say that she died at 3 a.m. on the 9th instant. The Minister for Health and the Coroner have been notified of the occurrence. 

I have interviewed all the nurses concerned and I have inspected the fire escape. I will report further when the Coroner's inquest has been completed. 

5. (a) Male patient J. J. O'B. (6018) was admitted to Grangegorman on 27th July, 1953. Bruising of right shoulder appeared on 6/8/'53. An X-ray examination revealed a fracture through the tip of the clavicle. The patient tated he fell on his right shoulder prior to admission. (b) Female patient M. F. (5063) accidentally fell in the corridor of No. 18 Divi ion kitchen at Grangegorman on 17th ultimo. An X-ray examination revealed slight left olles fractur . he was attended to by a Visiting Surgeon. (c) On 13th ultimo when patients were being bathed in Portrnne a welling wa noticed on the left wrist of female p ti n ll. F. (37597). An X-ray examination revealed a oil fractur , and the patient was transferred to Grange-riD n for tr atm nt. The Acting Branch R.M .. qu i ned 11 the nur concerned and none of them was bl to brow any li ht on the matter. The patient is inc p bl of m kin ny tatement. There were 155 patients in tb di i ion on the day the injury was noticed and it i 

• 
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quite conceivable that the patient was either pushed or fell 
on the way from breakfast without being observed. · 

(d) On 16th ultimo male patient J . S. (37973), Portrane, 
a rather feeble agitated patient, fell against the bed in his 

room and fractured a rib. 

6. Accidents to Staff (Grangegorman).- Male Nurse 
J. O'T., while riding a motor cycle on 20th ultimo, was 
struck by a motor lorry. He received a fracture of the left 
hand and a severe wound on right ankle and knee. He was 
treated in the Mater Hospital and is likely to be off duty 

for some weeks. 
Nurse D. D. was off duty from 18th to 28th ultimo 

inclusive with a dislocated shoulder sustained playing 

hurling. 
Nurse M. R. was off duty from 26th ultimo to 4th instant 

inclusive with a scalded hand and foot sustained by spilling 

boiling water while on duty. 
-urse C. M. M. was struck on the face and bitten on the 

right arm by a patient on 12th ultimo. She was not off duty. 

Nurse 11. T. was struck on the face by a patient on 27th 
ultimo and sustained a swollen lip. She was not off duty. 

Nurse B. D. H. was also struck on the face by a patient 

on 31st ultimo. She was not off duty. 

7. Accidents to Staff (Portrane).-Attendant P. H. 
received an injury to his knee while playing football with 
the Hospital team on 16th ultimo. He has been off duty 

since that date. 
Attendant C. D . slipped and fell when coming off duty on 

16th ultimo and received an injury to her right wrist and 

was off duty until 29th ultimo. 
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A number of other minor accidents to members of the nur ing taff were reported which did not necessitate their going off duty . 

8. The annual Bowling fixture for the McGivern and :\1c 'ready Cups between Grangegorman and Portrane was held at Portrane on Sunday, 29th August. 
9. It i proposed to hold a concert for the patients at Portrane on unday, 27th instant. 
10. A urn of £3 has been received from the Chief Clerk, .:\letropolitan Di trict Courthouse, Dublin, being compensation awarded to the Board in respect of damages to the door and windows of a cottage at antry Court on 9th April, 1953. 

11 . On the recommendation of the Chief Encrineer, I hnve accepted th following tender : 

h 

- Ie: r . Heiton' for 500 tons Welsh (screened) large te1 m coal ut ·7 4 . Od. per ton delivered. They quot the high . t c lorific Yalue and are prepared to 

12. 

gu r nt arne. 
Ie ·r ..• t cK nzi and o. for 100 tons fir t quality York hir hou. co I t .£7 5 . Od. p r ton delivered, low ·t t ncl r r ceiv d for first grade coal. 

D By ancl , on for 20 tons W el h ifi •cl nt £0 I.. 4d. p r ton delivered. 
Portrnn , hn . orcl r cl amp! loadR ck off rNI anrl will . ubmit n repor 

for h purchn. e of gr in from t. ul on firm, ~Ie r . Irish 
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Agricultural Wholesale Society Ltd., offered to buy a portion 
of the wheat for seed at 2j6d. per barrel over top milling 
price. They also offered to collect ex-farm and supply sacks 
free. I have accepted their offer for all the wheat. 

The top price offered for barley was 51./- per barrel. On 
the recommendation of the Agricultural Manager, the barley 

is being retained for feeding. 

13. Mr. Sean Morrissey, Inspector, Department of 
Health, opened an Inquiry at Portrane Mental Hospital on 
1st September into certain matters relating to patients in 
that Hospital. The Inquiry continued on 2nd, 4th, 5th, 7th 

and 8th and was adjourned sine die. 

14. The Dublin County Council have agreed to receive 
the representatives of the Board regarding the development 
of Santry Demesne as soon as they receive a reply from the 
Dublin Corporation regarding the extension of the present 
3rainage area. 

15. Copies of the Accounts for 1952-53 (Report No. 181) 
are being circulated with the notices of the ~Ieeting of the 
Board to be held on the 17th instant. The Report sets out 
the Receipts and Expenditure for 1952-53, the estimated 
Receipts and Expenditure for that year, and the actual 
Receipts and Expenditure for the three previous financial 
years. It includes also the Grangegorman and Portrane 
Farm and Garden Accounts and the Grangegorman and 

Portrane Canteen Accounts. 

JOHN P. KE .. TE, 
J)ubJin Assistallt City Manager. 
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·' :\IANAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO BOARD. 

17th September, 1953. 
16. ince 12th ultimo 57 male !lnd 61 female patients were admitted, total 118. One hundred and thirteen of these were chargeable patients, of whom 49 were temporary, 30 were Voluntary, and 34 were Persons of Unsound Mind. Three private temporary patients were admitted and two under Section 208 of the Mental Treatment Act, 1945. 

17. The following are particulars of tenders for general supplies accepted for the six months period ending 31st March, 1954:-

~][ QUINii & Co. Prime Beef £9 13a. Sd. per cwt. d Jd 
Graogegorman. Prime Wether Mutton £11 11. 8d per cwt d/d 

beep Liver 

Mutton Cutlets 

p loTIUCJt ua.J'IIY 

Grangegorman. 28. lOd. per lb. d /d 
Grangegorman 38. Od. per lb. d / d 
Grangegorman 

Corresponding 
Price 

Sept., 1952. 
£9 9s. Od cwt. 

£11 88. Sd. cwt. 

28. lOd. lb. 

38. Od. lb. 

Creamery Bu ter ... £22 58. Od. per cwt.• d /d £20 88. 4d. cwt.• Grangegorman 
JOJDI Cl.uK• & So!f8 LTD. Creamery Butter ... £22 61. 2d. per cwt.• d /d £20 88. lOd. cwt.• Portrane • t- 3 /· each for butter ~ee !Mnrned. 

• &; .J. Ot..Alf. 
Fillet.a f ood, hake, 

hadd k or ling. 

. P. lUno LTD. 

28. 6d. per lb. d /d 
Grangegorman 

or Portrane 
Fn.h Whiting 1 . Od. per lb. d jd. 

Grangegorman 
~.. *· rr~'d 

28. 6d. lb. 

28 6l lb 

lid. lb. 

llld. lb. 
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Corresponding 
Price 

Sept., 1952 

3s. 10d. per lb. d /d 4s. 4d. lb. 
Grangegorma.n 
and Portrane 4s. Sd. lb. 

DRooHEDA OATMEAL Mn.r.mo Co. LTD. 
Flake Oatmeal . .. £61 Os. Od. per ton d /d £54 Os. Od. ton 

Grangegorman 
and Portra.ne 

HILL & SONS LTD. 
Woollen Yarns 7s. 3d. perlb. } dfd Grange- 7s. 6d.lb. 
Finishing Tweed ::: Is Od per yd. gorman llld. yd. 

and Portrane 

CARTON BROS. LTD. 
Selected Eggs •.. 41s. 3d. per 120 d/d 40s. Od. per 

Gra.ngegorman 120 
41s. Sd. per 120 d/d 40s. 6d. per 

Portra.ne 120 

18. On the recommendation of the Board's Architect, I 
have accepted the tender of Mr. H. A. Maguire, 24 
Portobello Road, Dublin, for the erection of two houses for 
the Farmyard Foreman and the \Vorks Foreman at Portrane, 
for the sum of £5,024 Os. 9d. nett. :Mr. Maguire's was the 
lowest of nine tenders received in response to public 
advertisement. 

When the question of a " Letting Grant " has been 
settled, I will submit a proposal for the raising of a loan to 
defray the cost of the houses. 

19. The Clerk of Works reports that it will be necessary 
to purchase 1,000 tons of steam coal (or an equivalent 
quantity of other fuels) for use in the steam boilers at 
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Grungegorman during the period ending 31st March, 1954, and to maintain a reserve equal to two months' require-ments-

The following is a comparison of the estimated costs of 1,000 tons of steam coal and equivalent quantities of other fuels:-

(a) 1,000 tons steam coal at 144/
(b) 900 tons turf briquettes at 78f6d. 

600 tons steam coal at 144/-

(c) 900 tons turf briquettes at 78f6d. 
100,000 gals. fuel oil at lljd. 

(d) 2,200 ton turf briquettes at 7 f6d. 

£3,532 
£4,320 

£3,532 
£4,948 

£ 
7,200 

7,852 

8,480 

8,635 
In accordance with the Board's policy of giving a reasonabl pre! renee to native fuel, I have approved of the Clerk of Work.' r commendation that turf briquettes and steam co:tl be purchu ed at an estimated co t of £7, 52. I have authoriz d uL the exp uditure of sum of £176 on alteru i n ' to t o boiler o that solid fuels can be us d instead of fuel oil. 

20. The .\nnunl 
t 

JOH P. KEAl E, 
Dublin Auiatallt City Manager. 
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Orders made thereon : -

Par. 11. The Board notes that all but one of the tenders 
submitted for steam coal were at the same price, and 
requests a further report from the Manager on this m atter. 

Par. 21. Consideration deferred to next meeting. 

SPECIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE. 

It was decided that a meeting of the Special Building 
Committee should be held in the early part of week ending 
3rd October to examine the progress made in the planning 
of additional and improved accommodation in the Board 's 
Hospitals. 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Cwrk. 

E. TIMMONS, 
Chairman. 

D. J. O 'SULLIVAN, 
Acting Chief R .M .S . 
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Report No. 187. 
24th September, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Committee was held in the 
Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 
Councillor C. M. Byrne (Vice-Chairman) in the Chair. Also 
present:- Councillors James Andrews, W. J. Colman, 
William Lawless and Mr. John Smithers. 

An apology for non·attendance was received from 

Councillor Miss M. C. Ennis . 

• REPORT OF .AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 

24th September, 1953. 

1. Purchased Cows and Milk Supplies.-Since my last 
report on the 27th ultimo, 20 T.T. milch cows have been 
purchased at an average cost of £70 4s. 6d. including test 
and delivery. With the purchase of these cows milk supplies 
have been fairly well maintained though there have been 
daily shortages of 10 to 15 gallons for each hospital. For 
the past week, however, both hospitals are receiving full 

minimum requirements. 
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At present, the total daily production from 256 cows milking is 560 g~;~.llons or 2.2 gallons per cow. The following is 
an analysis of daily production:-

4 gallons and over 
3 gallons to 4 gallons 
2 gallons to 3 gallons 
1 gallon to 2 gallons 
1 gallon and under 

2 cows 

48 " 
102 " 
76 " 
28 

256 

2. Purchases and Sales of Livestock.-The following is an account of all the livestock (a) purchased (b) sold during the month of August:-

(a) 32 milch cows 
10 fat pigs 

(for Grangegorman) 

Total Cost 
£2,014 0 0 
£ 185 0 0 

Av. per beast 
£62 18 9 
£18 10 0 

(b) 19 calves-2 at £12f10j0; 1 at £12; 1 at £11; 2 at 
£10f10; 2 at £10; 1 at £9; 2 at £8; 1 at 
£7j10; 2 at £7; 4 at £6; and 1 at £5f10; 
total £165. 
24 store pigs were transferred to Grange
gorman-12 at £9 and 12 at £11; total credit 
£240. 

3. Mastitis.-A serious outbreak of mastitis occurred among the milch cows at Turvey. It was necessary to have tb m treat d and infu ed and all, with the exception of one quart r on one cow, responded. Incidence of infection on the other farms was negligible. 



Agricultural Committee 249 24th September, 1953 

· 4. Stomach Worms and Hoose.-Last month I reported 
that an outbreak of boose occurred among the young calves 
on pasture at Santry. Since then it has been ascertained 
that the trouble is prim!trily due to a very heavy infestation 
of stomach worms and only a small percentage developed 
boose in a mild form. To date, th\'ee doses of phenotizain!l 
have been administered and the attack can be regarded as 
being under control. All the calves and weaker yearlings 
have been housed night and day and put on liberal rations of 
concentra.ted feeding. 

5. Grass and Hay.-On account of the mild damp 
weather during the month sufficient supplies of grass are 
available on all farms and so far it has not been necessary 
to supplement the grazing with the exception of a number 
of heavy milking cows which are in low condition and some 
which are being fattened. A further 17 acres of aftergrass 
have been cut for hay; 11 of these have been made up. A 
good portion of the hay crop bas been drawn in and stored. 

6. Orops.-To date 20 acres of first and second early 
potatoes have been dug. The average yield is 10.67 tons 
per statute acre. The second earlies are digging very well. 

Reaping of the corn crops finished on the 12th. Harvesting 
was very difficult as all fields, with one exception, could 
only be cut on one side. Fortunately the reaper and binder 
was able to deal with the lot. Threshing began on the 14th 
and so far Si acres of barley and 19i acres of wheat are 
threshed. A field of winter wheat yielded 16 barrels per 
statute acre and the yield from the barley was also 16. An 
approximate yield of 12 barrels per acre is being obtained 
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from the spring wheat. The weather at present is unfavour
able for threshing the crop especially direct from the stook and the operation will probably be delayed. 

7. Santry Court.-Most of the hay in this farm has yet to be stored, the reason being that the barns are. being used for housing calves until the proper sheds have been cleaned. The present stock here is 66 calves and yearlings housed and 79 yearlings and two-year-olds on pasture. The Here
ford bull is running with a batch of heifers. 

JAMES HAYES, 

Agricultural Manager. Order. Noted. 

REPORT OF HEAD GARDENER. 
24th September, 1953. 

PORTRANE. 
1. Vegetable Fields.-Work carried out in the fields dur-ing the past month consisted of:-
Grubbing and earthing 14 acres of brassicas. 
Weeding 2! acres Swede turnips. 
Earthing 1! acres of leeks. 
Sowing 2 acres Autumn onions. 
Harvesting Spring onions. 
Planting 3 acres of Spring cabbage plants. 
At the moment more ground is being prepared for cabbage plants. 

The parsnips and swede turnip crops are good. There is an average of 4! tons of these roots supplied alternately to the two hospitals each week as well as cabbage and cauliflowers . 
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2. Kitchen and Reclaimed Gardens.-Work carried out 

in this section consisted of sowing Spring cabbage seed, 

lettuce seed, thinning turnips, earthing celery, picking fruit, 

propagating flowering plants and seeds and general indoor 

work. 

GRANGEGORMAN. 

3. The following work was carried out in this department 

during the past month:_:_ 

Hoeing and grubbing carrots. 

Earthing leeks and celery. 

Thinning beet and turnips. 

Mowing grass. 

General upkeep of avenues, recreation grounds and 

shrubberies. 

SANTRY GARDENS. 

4. \V ork in these gardens during the past month con

sisted chie£ly of picking fruit, care of tomato crop and 

weeding and scuffling walks. 

A. WOLOHAN, 

Head Gardener. 

Order. Noted. 

REPORT OF INSP~CTION-PORTRANE FARMS. 

3rd September, 1953. 

1. \V e visited the farms attached to Portrane on Thurs

day, 3rd instant, and generally speaking the whole place 

reflects great credit on the responsible officers. 
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2. We called at Santry on the way but as the staff were busy cutting wheat we had a brief glance around the yard and out-offices which appeared rather untidy with a lot of noxious weeds growing around the buildings. 

3. The pigs at Portrane appear to be doing very well, the sows and boars are in fine condition and well looked after. The farrowing pens showed great attention to the welfare of the stock. 

4. The galvanised cow barn is in need of painting and we recommend that it should be done by the spray system. 

5. We inspected a field of wheat in stooks at the Park (about four acres) and it certainly looks good. On the comer of this field damage has been caused by children from the adjoining houses trespassing. Drastic steps should be taken to prevent this. 

6. We inspected the North Lodge occupied by the ranger and gatekeeper and are satisfied that the place is in need of reconditioning. There is inadequate accommodation there for the family, the sanitary accommodation very primitive, ill-fitting doors, loose brickwork at the back door, unfinished painting job and electric wiring uncased and dangerous. This cottage should be enlarged and given proper sanitation without delay. 

7 • The gardens showed great care and attention, fruit and vegetables doing splendidly and the greenhouses in perf ct order. 
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8. We inspected the wheat crop at Ballymastone-about 

ten acres ready for cutting with every promise of a bountiful 

crop, and about nine acres stooked in good order. 

9. Cows rearing calves in splendid condition and a perfect 

specimen of a young bull which should prove a valuable 

asset. 

10. We noticed a large shed divided into calf boxes where 

the ventilation is deplorable; windows recently fitted there 

are far too small and do not allow adequate ventilation. The 

smell is appalling and the matter should be attended to with

out delay. New gates erected adjoining the shed referred to 

have the appearance of a very badly planned job as they are 

hung rather high and the cement block in the centre can be 

an obstruction. Even if the level of the roadway is raised 

it can have the effect of diverting rainwater into the hayshed 

alongside; a concrete channel along the edge might be 

necessary. 

11. We visited the cow byre at milking time and were 

impressed by the efficiency with which the work was carried 

out. 

12. At Turvey we found the calves which were affected 

by hoose making good progress and being well cared for. 

Our best thanks are due to Mr. Hayes for his help. 

(Signed) GILBERT HUGHES, 

JAMES ANDREWS, 

T. P. O'REILLY. 

Order. Noted. 
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REPORT OF INSPECTION-PORTRANE FARMS. 
15th September, 1953. 

1. I visited Portrane on Tuesday, 15th September, and 
was accompanied by Mr. Hayes during part of my inspec
tion. I saw the pigs which are all very good though Mr. 
Hayes was not satisfied that the progeny of one boar was 
giving as good results as that of his predecessor. This is 
borne out by the weights. The pigs are a very good 
proposition as only the minimum of meals has to be 
purchased and that in the form of a balancer meal. There 
were that day 44 brood sows, 235 bonhams, 10 store, 2 boars 
and 4 fat pigs ready for killing. 'fhere was a small quantity 
of last year's potato silage left and proved a valuable feed. 

2. I saw three bulls, one friesian a particularly fine 
animal, 6 suckling calves. One shorthorn heifer which had 
just dropped a calf is a really fine animal. Here also are 
120 milch cows, twelve 2-year-old heifers and 12 fat cows. 

3. The barley was being threshed and Mr. Hayes told me 
the threshing would take a month to complete. 

4. Mr. Hayes had to leave me to go to Santry to meet 
one of the County Dublin engineers so Mr. Sheridan came 
with me to the garden of Ballymastone and Turvey. In the 
garden I found patient T .l\1. who gave me much information 
bout the plants and flowers. He appears to be completely 

ab orb d in this work. The celery was doing well in the 
mould . Th r wa a fine patch of lettuce and another of 
autumn own onion and I was pleased to be told that an all 
th year round supply of both onions and herbs is main
tained. The tomatoes both indoor and outdoor are giving 
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plenty Qf fruit. There was a general order of good manage

ment and neatness everywhere. The bedding plants were 

a riot of colour and the wall:tlower:s we~:e ready to replace 

them. 

5. At Ballymastone milking was in progress. 63 milch 

cows there and 50 calves. Leeks and cabbage growing here 

are very good and there is also a nice field of beet. 

6. At Turvey, where the stock comprises, 80 milch cows, 

63' dry cows, 19 two-year-old heifers and 31 calves, the cows 

were being T.T. tested when we got there. The wheat was 

all cut and several acres of potatoes sown on lea in May were 

still growing and looked very promising. There was a second 

cutting of hay in cock and the grass here which had received 

an application of artificials responded very well and should 

provide good late autumn grazing. Pipes were here ready 

for further field drainage. 

7. An attack of boose in the calves had been controlled 

and altogether everything is well advanced for the season 

in all three places. 
C. M. BYRNE. 

Order. Noted. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 

The following were appointed to inspect the Board's 

Farms and Gardens during the ensuing period to 22nd 
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October, 1953, date of next meeting of the Agricultural 
Committee:-

Councillor W. J. Colman, 
Councillor William Lawless, 
Mr. John Smithers. 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

1'-'LOON , DUB.t.IN. 

C. M. BYRNE, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R .M &. 
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Report No. 188. 
28th September, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

SPECIAL BUILDING COMMI'fTEE. 

A meeting of the Special Building Committee was held 
iu the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 
the 28th day of September, 1953, Councillor E. Timmons 
(Chairman) in the Chair. Also present:- Alderman Dr. 
Cormac Breathnach, T.D., Councillors James Andrews, 
\V. J. Colman, P.C., Miss 1\I. C. Ennis, Richard C. Keane, 
Patrick McCarthy, Denis Larkin, \Villiam Lawless, l\Irs. 
Kathleen Nix, Sean Taggart, l\1essrs. John Cahill, P.C., 

'1'. P. O'Reilly, P.O. and John Smithers. 

:\IA~.\Gmt·s UEPOHT 'fO SPECIAL BUILDI~G 
COMMITTEE. 

24th September, 1953. 

1 • Ou 23rd July last the Board approved in principle the 
following proposals for the provision of additional and im

proved accommodation for patients:-
Estimated number 
of additional beds. 

(a) Con. truction of Tew Admi ion 
nnd treatment unit at Grange-

1 
gorman 
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(b) Construction of single-storey 
buildings at Portrane . . . 200 

(c) Con version of Portrane House . . . 60 
(d) He-construction of temporary 

buildings at Graugegorman SO 

440 
The ~lini::;ter for Health has since agreed that these pro
po ·al · should be proceeded with and the Board's Architect 
ha · had frequent consultations with the Department's 
.\rchitectural Advi en;. Considerable progress has been 
made in planning cheme· (b), (c) and (d) and the present 
p ~ition of all four projects is as follows:-

( a) ?-. rw Admis.~ion Unit. 
The tina! dr<\ft chedule of accommodation was submitted 

lv the Department of Health for approval in April, 1952. 
1t i · UIJ.Cl rstood that the schedule is at present under exam-ination. · 

(b) ew i11yle 'torry Buildings at Portrane . 
. \ 'ou ·ulting Engineer and a Quantity urveyor have 

\wen appointl'd, with the approval of the Minister for 
Health, for thi. project. 'l'he iting of the new buildings 
hn-. b e11 O!!tt•ed with the Department and the ite Plan • · o. '.H. 153. 3 i · submitted. 

1 am ubmittina al o pl n · ~o . :\IHJPAB 1 953. 7 aud U :'lll1 P .\ H /9Ja. illu. tratiug th layout of the two building , \\ hich hnw b eu uar d already with the D partment 's 
\t· ·hi t• • uml .\dviH r. . lthough the e are not the fin 1 
plnn . tlw .\r·cbite tat that uy further amendment ''ill h • of t ompnra ivel:v minor nature. The final plan lrt> uow in cou e of pr p ration. 



259 
Special Building Committee. 28th September, 1953. 

In order to save time in placing the building contract, I 
have adopted the suggestion of the Department's Advisers . 
that tenders should be invited on the basis of a " Schedule 
of Rates". This will enable the Quantity Surveyor to pro
duce the necessary documents within two weeks of receipt 
of the preliminary drawings. · 

A letter dated 4th August from the Department of Health 
stated that the Minister would consider the question of a 
grant towards the cost of these buildings when an estimate 
of cost is available. The Board's Architect should be in a 
position to furnish an approximate estimate of cost at an 
early date. 

(c) Conversion of Portrane Hous e. 

The Architect has completed a detailed survey and he has 
prepared a sketch plan (No. PH.953.6) showing the pro
po eel accommodation which is submitted. The plan 
provides for 58 beds but if the building is used to accomo
clate bed patients, ~ne ~f the two Dining Rooms on the 
ground floor can be used to accommodate eight extra beds. 

It is proposed that the conversion will be carried out by 
direct labour. The Chief Engineer will supervise the work, 
under the dirc>ction of the Architect. The final dmwings 
will be completed at an earlY date and the work will be put 
in hand without delay. • 

(rl) Rr-constn~etion of Temporary BuildingR, Grartgc

gorman. 
A cletailecl Rurvey of the temporary building which house 

the :\[ale O.T. Department and No. 4 Divi ion has been com
pleted and the rrbitect hac; submitted n drnft plan of the 
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new accommodation (No. GMHJDIV.4f953.2) which has 
heen ngreed with the Department's Advisers. The Archi
tect 's plan provides for two 38-bed wards in the existing 
building and an extension to accommodate 30 beds. No. 4 
Di"ision as it stands was designed to accommodate 46 beds, 
but at present houses fifty patients, so that the nett addi
tional accommodation is 56 beds. The Male O.T. Depart
ment which occupies the other half of the existing building 
ha been transferred to the ~ew Male Visiting Hall 
Ruilding. 

It i. propo eel to carry out the work of reconstruction by 
direct labour. 1\Ir. D. J. Judge, Clerk of Works , will super
\'L e it under the direction of the Architect. 

2. The preparation of plans for a number of other build
ing project i proceeding and progress ha been reported to 
thP Roard from time to time. The present position of these 
project i. a follows:-

(a) New Residence for Bra11ch R.Jl.S., Portranr. 
On 29th June th ~Iini. t r' approval wn. received to the 

t>I'PCtion of the n w re idence at an inclusive co t not exceed
inrr £4,500. The Roanl' .\rchitect hRs been instr-ucted to 
ubmit pi n and Rn e timnt of co t. 

(h) New Prmale T'i iting Hall, Grangrgorman. 
II 4th ' yt mher, Hlfil, th l\Iini ter' approval was 

oht in •d to th .\rchit ct' . k tch plnn for· the erection of 
th., • 'pw Yi itinE: If nil at an P timnt c1 cost of £2~,000. 
'' ·lu iYt• of fi'P<~, nting, projt>ction nppnratu and fencing. 

the T qtw ·t of thp n pnrtment of Health preliminary 
drnwing · for the ~Iechnnicnl nnd Electrical . ervice were 
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submitted on 22nd January, 1952, and approval to them 

was obtained on 19th September, 1952. The Architect has 

completed the working drawings and the Consulting 

Engineer is engaged on the contract documents for the 

~Iechanical and Electrical Services. It is anticipated that 

the Bills of Quantities will be put in hands by the end of the 

month. 

(c) New Stores B11ilding, Grangegorman. 

On 20th April, 1951, sketch plans prepared by the Board's 

Architect for the re-construction of part of the Stores Build

ings at Grangegorman were submitted to the Department of 

Health for approval. Certain amendments were suggested 

by the Department and revised sketch plans were submitted 

on 2nd December, 1952. Approval to the latter was 

obtained in March, 1953, and the Board's Architect was 

instructed to prepare working drawings and specification. 

The Consulting Engineer's report on the Mechanical and 

Rlectricnl Services was submitted to the Department on 

17th July, 1953, and approved by the l\Iiniste1' on 21st 

August, 1953. · 

(d) New Staff Houses, Portrane. 

Draft sketch plans for the erection of six new stnff houses 

at Portmne, at an estimated cost of £11,000 were submitted 

to the Department of Health on 25th November, 1952, and 

approved on 14th .July, 1953. The Architect hn been in

:tJ·ucted to prepare final sketch plan and the Depat·tment 

has agreed (at the reque. t of the Board) that no further 

plans need he submitted until the "-'orking Drawing and 

contract documents are completeil. 
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(e) Addition to Female Nurses' Home, Portrane. 
A propo a! to construct an addition of twelve bedrooms to the Female Nurses' Home at Portrane was submitted to the Mini ter for Health for approval in principle on 5th June last. This addition would be sufficient to provide accommodation for the present female staff but the construction of the new 200-bed buildings for patients will increase the number of nurses employed. The Architect has been instructed to revise his plan with a view to providing all the additional staff accommodation required. 
(f) Proposed Division for Children at Portrane. 
The attention of the Department of Health has been drawn from time to time to the need for special accommodation for juvenile patients who are housed at present, with ndult patient , in the ordinary hospital divisions. 
On 28th January, 1952, a propo al was submitted to the D£>partment to convert the old laundry block attached to To. 10 Divi ·ion at Portrane into a department capnble of nccommooating to 40 children. The co t was estimated to b .£5,000. 

Ther wn no deci ion on this proposal and on 9th Mn~· In t n r vi: d h m wns ubmittecl to the Depnrtment for tht' provi ion of ccommodation for 20 children in the ld T~nnndn Tluildin", a an £> tim at d cost of £1 ,400. I hnve not h n hi tl of th P )Iini ter' deci. ion on ithf'r of thes p rn I . 

JO~P. KE. R, 
Dublin Auista11t City ,\!a11ager. 
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Orders made thercon:-

Par. 1 (a) to' (d): Proposed by l\Ir. '1'. 0 'Reilly, seconded 
by ::-.1r. John Smithers: " That the Manager's report be 
approved and adopted and that the ::-.Iinister for Health be 
a ·ked for early approval to the draft Schedule of Accom
modation in the new Admission Hospital which was sub
mitted in April, 1952, in order that the planning of the new 
unit may proceed.'' Passed unanimously. 

Par. 2 (a) to (e): Noted. (f): Proposed by :\Ir. '1'. 
0 'He illy, seconded by Councillor W. J. Colman: " That the 
:.\Iini~ter for Health be asked for an early decision on the 
question of providing special accommodation for these 

juvenile patients." Passed unanimously. 

E. ::-.r. l\IURRAY, 
Chief Clerl>. 

E. 'l'Il\f.MONS, 
Ohairmau. 

JOHK DUN JE, 
Ollie/ R.M.S. 

F.ILCONU, DUJLIJC, 
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Report No. 189. 
15th October, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

BOARD MEETING. 

The stated monthly meeting of the Grangegorman Mental 

Hospital Board was held in the Boardroom, Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 15th day of October, 1.953, 

Councillor C. M. Byrne (Vice-Chairman) in the Chair. The 

following members were also present: 

Dublin Corporation Representatives .-Councillors Mrs. 

Catherine Byrne, William J. Colman, P.C., Bernard 

Conway, Peadar Cowan, T.D., William P. Donohoe, P.O. , 

Charles J. Haughey, B.L. , Gilbert Hughes, Richard C. 

Keane, Denis Larkin, Messrs. John Cahill, P.O., William 

Chase, Denis Finn, B.L., Thomas O'Reilly, John Smithers 

and Mrs. Cecelia Keeble. 

Dublin County Council Representatives. -Councillors 

James Andrews, Sean Taggart and Miss M. C. Ennis. 

Wicklow County Council Representatives. -Councillor 

C. M. Byrne, Patrick McCar~hy and James O'Neill. 

pologies for non-attendance were received from Coun

cillors E. Timmons (Chairman) and Mr . 0' hea-Leamy. 

The Minutes of last meetincr of the Board (Report No. 186 

of the 17th eptember, 1953) were confirmed and signed. 
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A return of the state of the Hospital from }.6th September 
to 14th October, 1953, as under, was submitted and 
signed-

On Hospital Register on 16th Males 

September, 1953 1736 
Admitted to 14th October, 1953 . .. 48 

1784 

Discharged 
to 14th Oct., '53 

Died to do. 
Escaped to do. 

Males Females Total 

41_ 52 93 
8 6 14 

Remaining on Hospital Register 

49 

on 14th October, 1953 1735 
Ab ent on trial and 'escape on 14th 

October, 1953 27 

Number actually resident on 14th 
October, 1953, as per Morning 

tatement Book 1708 

DI TRIBUTIOX. 

~umb r of Patient in Grangegor-
man !ental Ho pi tal .. . 844 
umber of Patients in Portrane 
M ntal Ho pital 864 

Total number re ident as above 1708 

Females 

2092 
70 

2162 

58 

2104 

41 

2063 

1271 

792 

2063 

Total 

3828 
118 

3946 

107 

3839 

68 

3771 

2115 

1656 

3771 



Board Meeting 267 15th October, 1953 

CHARGEABILITY. 

City of Dublin 2859 
County of Dublin 508 
County Wicklow 340 
.Criminal Lunatics . 49 
Non-district patients 15 

TOTAL 3771 

AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 

Mr. John Smithers proposed and Mr. T. P. O'Reilly 
seconded the adoption of Report No. 187 of the meeting of 
the Agricultural Committee held on the 24th September, 
1953. Passed unanimously. 

SPECIAL BUILDING C0~1MITTEE. 

Mr. John Smithers proposed and Mr. John Cahill 
seconded the adoption of Report No. 188 of the meeting of 
the Special Building Committee held on 28th September, 
1953. Passed unanimously. 

REPORT OF INSPECTION, PORTRANE. 

24th June, 1953. 

1. We were accompanied during our inspection by Dr. D. 
Hegarty, Acting Branch R.M.S., who was most helpful and 
courteous. 

2. We visited a number of the male and female divisions 
before lunch and found the patients generally clean and 
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apparently in good health. We received the usual number of 
requests from patients that they be permitted to go home. 

3. During our inspection of the Dining Hall we noted 
again that the system of supplying meals to a very large 
number of patients at the same time is not very satisfactory 
and would recommend that further consid.eration should be 
given to the possibility of segregating the patients, partic
ularly at meal times. 

4. During the afternoon we again visited the Divisions 
and inspected the Occupational Therapy Department. The 
female patients, who had just recently been on the annual 
excursions, told us of their enjoyment of same, and we 
formed the opinion, listening to the patients, that these 
outings are what might be termed ' Red Letter days ' in 
their lives. We feel that, if finances permit, that the patients 
should be afforded further opportunities for outings of this 
nature. 

Order. Noted. 

R. KEANE. 
K. NIX. 
S. TAGGART. 
D. LARKIN. 

REBORT OF INSPECTION, GRANGEGORMAN. 

13th Augu.st, 1953. 

1. On Thur day, Augu t 13th, we visited Grangegorman. 
ccompanied by the Head Male Nurse, we visited the male 

wing. We aw the new Visiting Hall, which is almost 
completed, and in lay-out and construction it is most 

tisfactory. 
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2. The damp condition of many of the walls of the 
dormitories seems to indicate that major roof repairs are 
necessary. 

3. Excellent work was being done in the boot-making and 
harness-making shop. 

4. The dinner which was being served in the Dining Hall 
seemed both adequate and appetising. 

5. In the afternoon, accompanied by Miss McCormick, 
Deputy Matron, we visited the Therapy Department and 
the Laundry. 

The nurse in charge of the laundry drew attention to the 
fact that the starch supplied was not of the particular 
variety suitable for use in power rollers and caused sticking 
and damage to garments and bed linen. She also suggested 
that the provision of an extra presser is desirable . Four 
hundred nurses' aprons are dealt with weekly-they are 
starched together and with only one presser dry out too 
quickly. 

JAMES ANDREWS. 
MARY C. ENNIS. 
JOHN J. JONES. 

Order. See Manager's Report of this date. 

REPORT OF INSPECTION, PORTRANE. 

22nd September, 1953. 

1. Accompanie.d by Dr. Hegarty, Acting Branch R.M.S ., 
we proceeded to the main Dining Hall. Dinner was in 
process_ of being served to 160 male patients. The organis-
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ation and attention was .good. The dinner consisted of beef, 
soup, and a plentiful supply of fre h vegetables. 

2. While preparation was being made for the service for 
the female patients , we visited the main kitchen and 
inspected the food in the course of preparation, returning 
to the Dining Hall to await the arrival of the female patients. 
We noted the good order and general supervision of the 
nurses in seeing them to their respective tables. In all there 
were 338 patients , and this number showed considerable 
overcrowding and general congestion at the tables. On 
enquiry, Dr. Hegarty informed us that a further twelve 
tables are on order. They should be delivered without delay 
and help to ease the congestion and remedy this temporary 
difficulty. 

3. We vi ited ' o. 1 and No. 2 male dormitories and we 

ond 
lpbin. 

i n t ref rr d to th recen inquiry 
to ee the In pector, Dr. 
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We are grateful to Dr. Hegarty for his help throughout 

our Inspection. 

Orders made thereon:-

Par. 1. Noted. 

WILLIAM J. COLMAN. 
DENIS LARKIN. 
JOHN SMITHERS. 

Par. 2. Extra tables to be provided as a matter of 

urgency. 
Par. 3. Acting Branch R.M.S. has this matter under 

examination. 
Pars. 4 and 5. Noted. 

REPORT OJ<~ INSPECTION, GRANGEGORMAN. 
7th October, 1953. 

1. On Wednesday, 7th October, 1953, an inspection was 

carried out at Grangegorman. 
During the morning we went around the various female 

wards accompanied by Dr. E. O'Brien . 
Number 22 was our first call. Painters were at work on 

the ceiling and we had to wade through a sea of water and 
footsteps could be traced nll along the corridor and into the 

ward. 
The parts where re-painting hns been done are a big 

improvement and add much to the ward . 

2. On going throu..,h th l'avili n, on cnnno 
noticing how much mor uitabl th b d on wh · I 
When ver new bed have to be bought, we ug 
newer type, even though more exp o ive. 
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3. In St. Joseph 's Ward we saw so many old women that 
once again we must express our opinion that they ought to 
be in orne special hospital and leave bed space for a few 
patients who are in need of treatment. 

4. As Dr. E. O'Brien had to leave us, we continued our 
rounds under Miss Murphy's charge. 

St. Mark's, St. Ann's and St. Mary 's Wards were all 
visited and everything was spic and span. Lunch was being 
served and we noticed the good quality and bow well it was 
cooked. The Women's Dining Room is rather over-crowded 
and we think, wherever there is space, the smaller tables 
are much better and would be appreciated by the patients. 
The small Dining Hall with the tables to sit four are ideal, 
and the room look so different to an overcrowded large 
dining hall. 

5. The slate are till needed on the roof of the Catholic 
burch. This ha been reported for a very long time . 

Gu t ter are till needing to ·he cleaned and in some cases 
replaced. Tbi should be done before the wet weather comes 
along or flooding will be the result. 

6. The General Kitchen and Women' Dining Hall are in 
ne d of paintino. If we had space, a separate hall could be 
kept for recreation and the Dining Hall would not be used 
o much a it i . 

I i im tb roll y wa replaced in the Women' Dining 
RaU, n. will soon fall to piece . 

7. t. Annunciata Ward is a credit to the Ho pital-it 
w ole n and bright and about 35 patients in bed are 
looking o comfortable. 
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8. We passed through Number 17 and the noise was 
deafening. Some of the. nurses were gone to assist at first 
lunch and there did not appear to be enough nurses bn duty . 

9. In the afternoon Dr. O'Sullivan went through the male 
side of the Hospital with us. The l\fale Dining Room is in 

a deplorable condition. As this has been reported so often, 
we wonder when it will be repainted. The overcrowding is 
becoming a problem and it is too bad to see a corridor full 

of beds. It will be pretty cold in winter. 

10. No. 6 is very dirty looking and a coat of paint is 
recommended. 

11. The new Visiting Hall and Workshops are worthy of 

mention. They are such an improvement. 

A brisk business was being done in the new Canteen, 

which we think was a much needed innovation. 

Our chief complaints are the overcrowding and the need 
for more painting to be done. We fully realise that the sum 
set aside for renovations and painting is totally inadequate. 
When all the windows will heve been given a coat of paint 

the whole hospital will have a new look. 

CATHERINE BYRNE. 
JOHN CAHILL. 

Order. Consideration deferred to next meeting. 

APPOINTME~T OF VISITING COMMITTEE · 

The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 
Portrane Visiting Committees for the ensuing period to 19th 

Kovember, date of next meeting of the Board:-
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GRANGEGORMAN VISITING CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor C. M. Byrne (Vice-Chairman). .. .. James Andrews . 
W. J. Colman . 

Mr. William Chase. 

PoRTRANE VISITING CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor E. Timmons (Chairman). 
Mrs. Catherine Byrne. 
Richard Keane. 

Mr. John Cahill. 

MANAGER'S REPORT TO BOARD. 

9th October, 1953. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Board's 
Bo pita! on 6th in tant was:-

Males Females Total 
In Grang gorman 47 1264 211_1 
In Portrane 864 793 1657 

TTL 1711 2057 3768 
u compnr d with:-

h ctob r, 1952 1651 2001 3652 
tobl'r, 1951 1594 1950 :3544 
t b r, 1950 1593 1965 355 

b r. 11)4 154]. 1906 3447 
or nutnb r b in 116 mor than on the corre ponding 

y ar nnd 321 mor than on the corr ponding date 
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2. The general condition of the Board 's Hospitals is 
reported by the Chief R.M.S. and the Acting Branch R.M.S. 
to be satisfactory and the health of the patients normal. 
There were no cases of zymotic disease amongst patients 

during the past month. 

3. Further to Paragraph 4 of my Report of the 11th 
September, the City Coroner, with a jury, held an inquest 
on the 17th September into the death of female patient 
K S. (5762). The verdict was that the patient " died on · 
the 9th day of September, 1953, in the Richmond Hospital 
from shock and heart failure following cerebral haemorrhage, 
laceration of the brain and fracture of the skull, injuries 
received when she fell from a fire escape in the grounds of 
Grangegorman Mental Hospital on the 7th September, 1953. 
We have not sufficient evidence to say how the deceased 
came to fall to the ground. We exonerate the Nurses and 
the Hospital Authorities concerned from all blame.'' 

Copies of the depositions and the verdict were obtained 
from the Coroner and forwarded to the Department of 
Health for the information of the Minister. 

4. Voluntary patient J. C. (6227} was missing from 
Grangegorman at supper time on the 12th September. A 
nurse was sent to his home, but the patient stated he did 

not wish to return. 
On the 31st August male patient B. M. (5695), a liberty 

patient in Portrane, failed to return at bedtime. He returned 
to the institution at 5 a.m. on the 1st September and , except 
for being a little tired, he was otherwise all right. 

On the 8th September male patient J . C. (39173) jumped 
through the window of No. 5 Division at Portrane at 2 a.m. 
He was seen going towards the main Dublin Road at 4.30 
a.m. and he was brought back to the institution by three 
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nurses. He bad a skin wound on his left forearm and some 
superficial scratches. The Acting Branch R.M. S. is satisfied 
that there was no negligence on the part of the staff in con
nection with this escape, which has been duly reported to 
the Minister for Health. 

5. Accidents to Patients (Grangegorman).-Female patient 
K. C. (586) slipped in the corridor on the ll.th September 
and fractured her right wrist. She received treatment from 
a Visiting Surgeon. 

Female P atient C. F. (5094), aged 72 years, fell when 
getting out of bed and sustained a slight :fracture at the end 
of left clavicle. She was attended to by a Visiting Surgeon. 

Female patient K. D. (341), aged 72 years, slipped on the 
diningroom floor on the 23rd September and received severe 
bruising when falling against the edge of a table. She was 
attended to by a Visiting Surgeon and, although seriously 
ill, i now improving. 

The Chief R.M. . a sures me that no blame attaches to 
any member of the staff in connection with these accidents, 
which hnve be n duly reported to the ::\{ini ter for Health. 

6. Acciclet1LB to Patie11ts (Portrane). - On the 12th 
ptemb r whtm putting pati nts to bed in No. 9 Division 

th Chnr"'e ."urse eli covered that male patient W. D. 
(31 76) hnrl wound on hi lower abdomen. One wa an 
incision about lt inche long and the others were superficial 

r tch . They P r apparently elf-inflicted. The Acting 
Br ncb R. . ! . . inquired fullv into the matter and he is of 
opinion hn th re wn no negli ence on the part of th staff. 
Th f q hn'" be n r porterl to the Minist r for Health. 

7. Accidtml3 to ta.{f (Grangegormnn).-• .,.ur e D . D. 
cciden nllv di eloca d hi boulder while playing billiards 
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on the 25th September and will be off duty for about three 
weeks. 

Nurse M. A. slipped on the stairs on the 11th September 
and wrenched her right foot. She is still off duty. 

Attendant E. M. slipped on the floor in No. 19 Division 
on the 2nd October and injured her right wrist. She was 
X-rayed and plaster of Paris was applied. 

A number of other minor injuries to members of the staff 
were reported which did not necessitate their going off duty. 

8. Accidents to Staff (Portrane).-Nurse A. O'N. accident
ally stumbled over a wire fence on the 20th September when 
leaving a dance in Grangegorman. He cut his left hand and 
had three stitches inserted. 

Attendant M. McC. returned from leave on the 12th 
September and .reported that she had fallen off a bicycle 
while at home. An X-ray of her shoulder was negative, but 
she was required to keep her arm in a sling and has been 
off duty since 12th. 

Male Nurse C. L. was off duty for five days suffering from 
traumatic shock as a result of being attacked by a patient in 
No. 5 Division on the 3rd September. 

Attendant J. W. was off duty from the 11th to the 16th 
September with an injury to his right shoulder and left 
ankle. He fell on the strand on the morning of the 8th 
ultimo while looking for an escaped patient. 

Temporary Attendant G. K. was off duty from the 31st 
August to the 3rd September with an injury to his left 
middle finger sustained while playing football on the 
hospital grounds. 

P . M., farm labourer, strained a muscle in his chest while 
working at the threshing machine on the 14th September 
and was off duty until the 21st. 
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A number of other minor injuries to members of the staff 
were reported which did not necessitate their going otT duty. 

9. I have been advised that the Sworn Inquiry at Port
rane, which was adjourned on the 8th September, will 
re ume at 11 a.m. on Friday, 9th October. 

10. The average daily cost of maintenance of patients in 
the Board's Hospitals during the year ended 31st March, 
1.953, worked out at 9s. 9·98d., and I have made an order 
continuing for a further year the current charges for private 
patient , viz.: District cases, 10/- a day; Non-district cases, 
13/- a day. 

11. In March, 1952, the Board's Architeut estimated that 
the co t of converting the old laundry building at Grange
gorman into a male visiting hall and occupational therapy 
department would be about £25,000, and the Board on the 
15th May authoris d a loan of £15,000 for this purpose; the 
b lance of the co t wa to be met by a grant of £10,000 
from the Hospital ' Tru t Fund. 

The 

ill 
the otT r of Edward O'Keeffe Ltd., 

boiled bone from the Board ' 
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Hospitals during the period ending 30th September, 1954, 
at the price of 6f6d. per cwt., subject to the condition that 
the contractor will supply meat and bone meal (to the extent 
of one-half by weight of the bones collected) a~ the price 
of £36 per ton. 

13. The Minister for Agriculture has made an order 
reducing the maximum wholesale price of creamery butter 
by 2f4d. a cwt., with effect as from the 1st October, 1953. 
In accordance with the terms of their contracts, the prices 
payable to the contractors for the supply of butter to the 
Board's Hospitals during the period from the 1st October , 
1953, to 31st March, 1954, will be reduced accordingly. 

14. The tender of Messrs. Todd Burns and Co., Ltd., in 
the sum of £701 has been accepted for supplying and fitting 
new curtain and curtain r.ails to 260 windows in the nurses' 
home at Grangegorman. The officers who dealt with the 
tenders had the advice and assistance of some of the lady 
members of the Board in selecting the best of a number of 
materials offered by five city firm s at prices ranging from 
£612 to £1,098. 

15. No tenders were received in response to public adver
tisement for 200 barrels of oats, and I have authorised the 
Agricultural Manager to purchase oats locally at the best 
price obtainable. 

16. On the 24th September the P ark Ranger at Portrane 
discovered that .a small iron hand pump had been removed 
from the bottom of Smith's :field on the farm . The Guards 
were notified and are investigating the matter . 

P. J. HERNON, 
Dublin City and County Manager. 
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MANAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO BOARD. 

15th October, 1953. 

17. Since 14th ultimo 49 male and 74 female patients 
were admitted, total 123. One hundred and sixteen of these 
were chargeable patients, of whom 37 were temporary, 21 
were voluntary .and 58 were Persons of Unsound Mind. 
Four private patients were admitted (three voluntary patients 
and one person of Unsound Mind) and three patients were 
received for special treatment under Section 208 of the 
Mental Treatment Act, 1945. 

18. The worn I nquiry at Portrane conducted by Mr. 
ean Iorrissey, Inspector, Department of Health, which 

h d been adjourned on 8th September, was resumed and 
completed on 9th instant. 

19. I regret to report that female patient A. L. (Reg. o. 
30), aaed 68 year , died while being bathed in Portrane on 
7th in t nt. An inque t wa held on 8th instant by the 

ounty oroner and a jury. The jury returned a verdict 
hut th J>atient died from hock and toxaemia econdary to 
up rficial burns of the kin and added that there wa not 
uffici nt evidenc to how how the burns were cau ed. 

n 12th instant I intervi wed all the officers concerned 
tmd dir ct 1 tb t their report be forwarded to the Minister 
f r H I h ith the reque t that further inquiry into the 
tn tt r b m t th nrli t po ible date. The nurse who 

b lthin the p ti nt h b n u pended from dutv. 
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still a good deal of internal painting which he recommended 
should be carried out this year. Subject to authorisation by 
the Board, I have agreed that he might spend a further 
sum of £750 for this purpose during the remainder of the 
year. 

21. At last month's meeting the members of the Board 
commented on the fact that all the tenders received for the 
supply of Welsh steam coal were at the same price, viz., 
£7 4s. Od. a ton, and they asked for a further report on the 
matt-er. 

Tenders have been obtained since for the supply of steam 
coal, house {loal, anthracite, coke and turf briquettes to 
Grangegorman, as follows:-

STEAM CoAL. 

9 tenders for Welsh Steam coal at prices ranging from 
£7 1s. Od. to £7 12s. 6d. a ton. 

1 tender for Scotch steam coal at £5 16s. Od. a ton. 
1 tender for Irish coal at £6 15s. Od. a ton. 

HousE CoAL. 

12 tenders for first grade at prices ranging from 
£7 1s. 10d. to £7 4s. Od. a ton and for second grade 
from £5 15s. Od. to £5 1,7s. 6d. a ton. 

ANTHRACITE. 

9 tenders at prices ranging from £7 18s. 6d. to 
£10 5s. Od. a ton for various. grades. 

<.!OKE. 

7 tenders at prices ranging from £6 15s. Od. to 
£8 15s. Od. a ton for various grades. 
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TuRF BRIQUETTES. 
7 tenders at prices ranging from £4 3s. 6d. to £4 15s. Od. 

a ton. 

On the recommendation of the Clerk of Works, I have 
accepted the following tenders :-

TEDCASTLE MoCoRMICK & Co., LTD. , for 300 tons large 
South Wales steam coal at £7 ls. Od. a ton. 

P. DoNNELLY & SoNs, LTD., for 200 tons first grade house 
coal at £7 ls. lOd. a ton. 

M. DoHERTY & Co., LTD., for 20 tons Castlecomer anthra
cite beans at £8 19s. 6d. a ton. 

M. DoHERTY & Co., LTD., for 900 tons turf briquettes at 
£4 3s. 6d. a ton delivered as required. 

Owing to a recent increase of 5 f- a ton in the price of 
turf briquettes ex.works, the actual cost of this fuei delivered 
Grangegorman is 83f6d. a ton as against the estimated 
figure of 7 f6d . given in the report to the Board last month. 
At the same time, the cost of Welsh steam coal has fallen 
from £7 4s. Od. to £7 ls. Od. per ton. The Board's policy 
is to give a reasonable preference to native fuels, but I would 
point out that, at these prices, the extra cost involved in 
u ing 900 tons of turf briquettes instead of 400 tons of 
team coal will be approximately £937. 
22. With reference to the Inspection at Grangegorman 

carried out by Councillor Jame Andrews and iiss M. C. 
Enni and Mr. John Jone on 13th August last, I have to 
report :-

Item 2. Th Jerk of Works attributes the dampness 
in uormi ory walls to condensation and stat 
th t there are no major roof repairs out
standin . 
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Item 5. The starch supplied to the laundry is similar 

to that used for many years past. A repre

sentative of the manufacturers has since 

visited the. laundry and .advi.sed the 

Laundress about the best means of utilising 

it. The Clerk of Works is investigating the 

suggestion that another presser is need. 

23. With reference to the Inspection at Grangegorman 

carried out by Councillors R. C. Keane and William 

Lawless and Mr. T. P. O'Reilly on 26th August, I have to 

report:-

Item 2. The Clerk of Works is consulting the House

keeper about the provision of .a griller in the 

Main Kitchen. 

Item 4. As the members are aware, plans for a new 

Female Visiting Hall are in course of 

preparation. 

Item 5. The walls of the kitchen in No. 24 Division 

have ·been cleaned. 

Item 11. The provision of running water in the 

lavatory in the workshops yard is having 

attention. There is a central dump for scrap 

metals. The materials seen by the Visiting 

Members were probably £rom the direct 

labour jobs which are proceeding at pre ent. 

P. J. HERNON, 

Dublin City and County Manager . 

Orders made thereon:-

Par. 11. Referred to Building Committee. 
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P.ar. 14. Proposed by Mr. T. O'Reilly, lifeconded by Coun
cillor Richard Keane: •· 'l'hat we wish Nurse Elizabeth 
Dillon, who has recently retired from the post of Superin
tendent of the Nurses' Home at Grangegorman, every 
happin s and prosperity in her retirement." Passed 
unanimously. 

Pa11. 19. Propo ed by Councillor D. Larkin, seconJed by 
Mr. T. O'Reilly: " That the Minister for Health be asked 
to hold a further Inquiry into this matter at the earliest 
po ible date." Passed unanimously. 

Proposed by Councillor P. Cowan, seconded by Councillor 
J ame Andrews: " That copies of all reports submitted to 
the Manager in thi ca e be circulated to members of the 
Bo rd." 

poll wa tak n nd the re olution was declared defeated 
by t u vot to eight. The voting wa as follows:-

olman, Cowan, 
Finn and 
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Par. 21. Proposed by Mr. 'f. O"Reilly, seconded by 
Councillor W. J. Colman: " That the Manager's report on 
purch ases of fuel for Grangegorman be approved and 

adopted.'' Passed unanimously. 

E . M. ~1URRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

l!'ALCONER, DUBLJN. 

C. M. BYR. ~E, 
Chairman. 

JOHN nux~m. 
Chief R .M .S. 



• 
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Report No. 190. 
22nd October, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Committee was held in the 
Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, the 22nd day 
of September, 1953, Councillor E. Timmons (Chairman) in 
the Chair. Also present: Councillors James Andrews, C. M. 
Byrne, William J. Colman, P.C., Miss M. C. Ennis, Gilbert 

Hughes, William Lawless and Mr. John Smithers. 

REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL MAN-\GER. 

22nd October, 1953. 

1. Purchased Cows and Milk Sttpplies.-Since my last 
report on the 24th ultimo, eight T .T. milch cows have been 
purchased, at an average price of £78 15s. Od., including test 
and delivery. Six of these cows were Friesian crosses aml 
they averaged £84 3s. 4d. Milk supplies have been well 
maintained since mv last report and only occasional hort
ages occurred. The ·pre ent production from 238 cows i 545 

gallon , or 2 ·3 gallons per cow. 
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The following i an analysis of the daily production:-
5 gallons and over 1 cow 
4 to 5 gallons 7 cows 
3 

" to 4 35 
2 to 3 99 

" 1 to 2 78 
1 and under 1,8 

The tot<li number of milch cows purchased to date from .\pt·il 1 t is 124, a compared with 137 for the same periou last year, a decrease of 13. The average number of cows milking for Rix month ended 30th September is 249, as compared with 232 last year, an increase of 17. Milk production for consumption in the hospitals has increased by 'i,:mo gallons for the six months .. \t this time last year and <luring the preceding months, milk was being purchased at the rate of 100 g<lllon daily for Grnngegorman. r o milk wu purchns d dming the . ummcr period this year. It is hopt>d to mnintnin full supp!ies of milk over the winter period und jJUrchased cowR will be kept at n minimum. 

2. PurduvteR and , alcR of LiveRloc1.·. 
The followino is an account of all live tack (a) purchn. eel, (h) · ld during th mouth of eptember: -

Total Average Average 
('()Hf per beast per net. (n) 

£ d. . d. .£ d . l:l bull k !l'2 12 G l:l ., G 1 n v 21 milch cow 1,4 2 () 0 GO 12 5 '" hl·t•p 472 6 6 5 0 10 f.lt pig 1 5 0 0 1 10 0 

• 
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(b) 22 calves- 2 at £13 lOs.; 2 at £13; 1 at .£11; 1 at £10; 
2 at £8 lOs.; 5 at .£8; 5 at £6; 2 at £5 l.Os . and 

2 at £5-Total, £182 Os. Od. 
20 store p igs at £8 15s. Od. each-Total , £175 Os. Od . 

1 fat sow for £22 18s. Od. nett. 
30 store pigs transferred to Grangegorman, 18 at 

.£8 lOs., 12 at £8; nlso transferred 12 bonhams at £7 
and 8 fat pigs at £20- Total credits for all pigs 

transferred to Grangegorman, £493 Os . Od. 

3. Jfastitis. - 1\fastitis is very prevalent among the dairy 
herd at Turvey. The type of infection is mostly clinical 

and in most cases is responding to treatment, but is con
stantly recurring and is giving cause for an.x iety. All 
practical precautions are being taken to bring the disease 
under control on this farm. The incidence of the disease on 

the other farms is negligible. 

4. Stomach Worms and Hoose i11 Calvcs.-I am glad to 
report that all calves and yearlings have responded to treat
ment and have fully recovered from the recent attack of 
tomach worms and boose. During the month they all 

received a final dosing of phenstiazine. 

5. Gra8s and Hay .-As the grazing ·en ou i drawing to a 
close it was nece sary rluring the month to supplement the 
"ras with concentrates in the case of all heav~· milking 
cow . So far it has not been necessary to house th · cows 

nt night. 
'ix acr s of aflergra!-1 ' which had been cut for hn~· nt he 

date of my lust report ha\·c lwen made up. -·o forthl'r cubs 
were made. Onlv aft >rgrn11 hay ha. y t lo he . torcd, uwl 
when the threshing is fini hE'd storing will be completed in 

a few days. 
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6. Crops.-The digging of the second early potatoes is completed and the main crop, now being dug, is digging satisfactorily. The general digging and storing has not yet commenced owing to delayed harvesting. 
Threshing of the corn crop continued throughout the month and was finished on the 20th. Thirty acres of barley yielded 521 barrels or an average of 17 ·36 per statute acre, as compared with 12·82 last year, an increase of 4·54 barrels. 
Final figures are not yet available for wheat, but I estimate that it will work out at around 12·75 barrels per statute acre, which is ·5 barrels lower than last year's average. 30·44 acre of winter wheat, Glasnevin Rosa, yielded 440 barrels or 14·45 average per statute acre. The e timated average yield from the Spring wheat is 12 barrels. Fifteen acres of Attie averaged 12·5 and 57 acres of Karn II, 12·17. More accurate figures will be available next month. 

1. Purchase of Combine-Harvester.-The harvesting and thrc . hing of the corn crop occupied almost eleven weeks this year, i.e., from August 8th to October 20th. This is a lona drnwn-out process especially when compared with the ,·tandard et by modern combine havesters. With the method in u e h re, i.e., thre bing from the stook, the crop ha to be handled at lea t twice, viz., cutting and stooking nnd carting and thre bing. With a combine-harvester the crop i cut nnd thr bed in one operation at the rate of one t:l ut ncr p r hour under good conditions, and it i estim-n n hat th utir crop would be cut and threshed in npproximn '1, • th 11me tiru it tnke to cut nnd took a '\1 pr s ut. 1 i cl im d g nerally that hnrYe ting with a l•ornbin bring about ving of approximately 50 per cent. in 1 hour nd power cost . Apart from this fact, it ha an-
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other important advantage, inasmuch as it would shorten the 

period of harvesting by about one-third and would enable 

earlier storing of hay and an earlier start, of threejfour weeks 

in the digging and storing of the potato crop with the con

sequent release of more land for sowing winter wheat and 

labour and power for winter ploughing, manuring, drainage, 

etc., all of which in turn would relieve some of the pressure 

experienced at spring work. 

The cost of harvesting 128 acres of corn in 1952 was £817 

(labour and power) ~nder good conditions. The cost this 

year, had the same conditions prevailed, is estimated at 

£993 Os. Od., after making adjustments for an increase in 

wages and acreage under the crop. It is also estimated that 

with a combine-harvester this year's acreage could be 

harvested for £520 Os. Od. under favourable conditions. 

These figures bear out the claims of farmers who have been 

using combines for a few years and the dealers who are 

handling them. I am, therefore, recommending that such 

a machine be purchased here in readiness for next year's 

harvest, because it will carry all the advantages outlined 

above and would pay for itself in practically two seasons. 

The depreciation on the machine will be no greater than that 

on the total equipment already in use and, therefore, there 

should be a saving of at least £470 nett. The cost of a 

power-driven machine with trusser is approximately £1,000, 

and I recommend that provision be made in next year's 

estimates for this amount. The machine can be hauled and 

driven by a Perkin's diesel tractor, of which we have three 

here. 

Our mill and baler wa purchased in 194 for £1,:320 and 

bas now completed ix harvests. At the time of purcha e 

it was e timated that the cost of hiring 1). mill and baler, 
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cost of fuel and keep and board of personnel, was £197 9s. 6d. for threshing the 1947 harvest, i.e., 90 acres. On that basis, allowing for expansion of acreage under corn and an increase in other costs, the purchase of this equipment has saved almost £1,700 in six seasons and has more 1han paid for itself. It has cost practically nothing in the way of maintenance and repairs but from now on should be showing signs of wear and tear. In view o£ the rapid change over to combines throughout the country, mills and balers are considered ob olete and are difficult to dispose of even at low prices. Should a combine be introduced here, I recommend that the mill and baler be disposed o£ for the be t offer obtainable. 

8. Santry Court.-The hay crop on this farm has now been stored. With the removal of the hay sufficient aftergras is availabl to maintain the present young stock, which is 47 calves, 26 yearlina and 46 two-year-olds. The Hereford bull is runninrr with a batch of horthom heifers. 

rd r m d th r on:

Par 1 to 6. Toted. 

J.UfE HAYE , 

Agricultural Manager. 

Par. 7. J>r p •d b,v ~h. '1'. ()'R illy, condrd by ouucillor ,J. \ ndr(•w : " \\' r comm nd that provision be made in he c.lr £ E. imut of Exp ·n for 1954-55 for the purch of a com bin -han·e!ltrr." Pa s cl ummimou ly. 
Par. 8. oted. 
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REPORT OF HEAD GARDENER. 

PORTRANE. 

1. Vegetable Fields. - All winter vegetables and roots are 

doing well and I hope to have a plentiful supply of vegetables 

for the next seven months. 

Spring Onions.-The banking of t his crop is not completed 

yet. Up to date 3! tons have been banked and 5 tons were 

supplied to the kitchens. 

Autumn Onions (2! acres).-I have finished the weeding 

of this crop and they appear to be most promising. 

Spring Cabbage.-Five acres have been planted and I hope 

to plant a further four acres within the next fortnight. 

2. Kitchen and Reclaimed Gardens .-\York carried out in 

the gardens consisted of planting lettuce, earthing celery, . 

?Ianting flower ·beds, propagation and general attention to 

Indoor plants. The picking of apples is not yet completed. 

The yield from the apple crop this year will be very light 

compared to the 1951 and 1952 crops. 

GRANGEGORMA ' · 

. 3. Since my last report the following work was carried out 

m tbi department, viz.:-

owing autumn onions; 

Planting cabbage and lettuce; 

Planting flower beds and borders on Hospital grounds 

and general upkeep of recreation ground and 

avenues. 
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SANTRY GARDENS. 

4. Work carried out in this unit consisted chiefly of 
picking fruit, planting bulbs and general upkeep of gardens. 

A. WOLOHAN, 

Head Gardener. 
Order. Noted. 

REPORT OF INSPEJCTION, PORTRANE FARMS. 

l Oth April, 1953. 

1. ·Accompanied by the Farm Manager, we visited the 
Farmyard and Piggeries. The farm buildings and yard were 
in the process of being cleaned and the yard washed down. 
We were favourably impressed with the stock of pigs, all 
of which appeared to be thriving. 

2. \Ve visited Ballymastone during the milking period 
and noted the mechanised milking being carried on; we 
were also shown some young calves. Their general good 
health impressed us. Some of the calves had ringworm, but 
we were informed that they were responding to treatment. 

3. We also visited the gardens and were shown around by 
Mr. Wolohan, Head Gardener. We again noted that these 
gardens bowed the re ult of the care and attention bestowed 
on them by the gardener and his assistants, including the 
patient who work there. 

Order. Noted. 

JOHN SMITHERS. 
M. C. ENNI . 
DENIS LARKIN. 
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REPORT OF IXSPECTIOK, PORTRANE FAR::\IS. 

6th May, 1953. 

1. Our visit covered the Portrane Farm and yard; during 
its course we noted the successful use of potato silage for 
pig feeding. The potatoes in the ilo appear to have retained 
their quality and appeared to provide excellent pig feeding. 
We noted a number of excellent litters in the piggeries and 
the special nursery pens for the more weakly of the litters. 

2. The cattle were of very high quality. We were shown 

some that had recently been purchased. 

3. Mr. Hayes, Farm Manager, answered all questions put 
to him regarding the milk production. 

4. The calves shown to us at B allymastone were very 
healthy looking, and we again notea the evident success of 
using a foster-mother for rearing the calves. 

5. The roofs of the sheds and out-buildings require 
attention. 

6. \Ve were shown around the garden by Mr. Wolohan, 
Head Gardener, and noted that everything appeared to be 
-doing well. 

1. The Power Pump, which was previously recommended 
for installation at the bottom of the garden has not as yet 
been supplied and installed, and we would recommend that 
the matter be attended to without delay. 

8. We inspected the meat in the Store and found it of 

good quality. 

Order. Noted. 

L. O 'LAOIGHLEIS . 
T. P. O'REILLY. 
DENIS LARKIN. 
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REPORT OF INSPECTION, PORTRANE FARMS. 
16th July, 1953. 

1. We visited the ~allymastonll section of the farm and were shown the calves there. They all appeared to be very healthy and those of them that had suffered from ringworm earlier in the year were apparently cured. We noticed that the sugar beet crop looked excellent. However, we did notice that a number of drills appeared to have been missed in the seeding and we brought this matter to the attention of the Farmyard Foreman, who stated that he would report it to Mr. Hayes, Agricultural Manager. 2. We paid a visit to the Farmyard in Portrane and inspected the piggeries. The cattle sheds in the piggeries were in good condition and we were once again impressed by the very many excellent pigs, but noted that in some cases the litters were small. Thls appeared to be due to the fact that the boars had not given satisfaction. 
3. We inspected the meat in the stores and found it of good quality. However, the proportion of bone in the case of the cow beef was in our opinion somewhat hi"gh and would necessitate some adjustment in the diet allowance. 
4. We finally inspected the gardens and noted that the crops are coming along splendidly. However, it looks as if the apple crop will not be anything near the standard of last year's crop. 

DENIS LARKIN. 
L. O'LAOIGHLEIS. 
M. C. ENNIS. Order. Noted. 
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APPOI1 Tl\IE1 T OF VISITING MEMBERS. 

The following were appointed to inspect the Board's 
Farms and Gardens during the ensuing period to 26th 
November, date of next meeting of the Agricultural 
Committee:-

Councillor C. M. Byrne (Vice-Chairman). 

James Andrews. 

, , Gilbert Hughes. 
Mr. T. O'Reilly. 

E. M. MURRAY, 

Chief Clerk. 
E. TIMMONS, 

Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S. 



J'•LCOna, Dua.ut. 
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Report No. 191. 

19th November, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental 

Board. 

BOARD J.VI.EJ<.;TING. 

Hospital 

'l'he stated monthly meeting of the Graugegonnan Mental 

Hospital Board WtlS held in the Boardroom, Grangegorman 

:\Iental Hospital , Dublin, the 19th day of Xovember, 1953, 

Councillor Eugene 'rimmons, P.C. (Chairman), in the Chair. 

'l'he following members were also present:-

Cit y of Dub/in Rcpresentatives.-Councillors Dr. Richard 

Butterben·~·. M.A., Mrs. Catherine Byrne, William J. 

Colman, P . .C., B ernard Conway, Denis Larkin, Timothy J. 

~Iurray, P.C., :\1-rs. Kathleen Xix, P.C., :\Iessrs. \Yillialll 

Chase, Denis Finn, B.L., John Jones, Richard L awless, 

'l'homas O'Reilly, John Smither , ;.,rrs. Cecelia Keeble and 

?.Ins. Essie 0 'Byrne. 

r'ounty Dublin llcprescntativcs. -Councillors James 

.\ndrews, Sean Taggart and Mis M. C. Ennis. 

County lVicldow Representatives . - Cow1eillors C. :\I. 

Byrne, \Villiam Lawless, Patrick :\IcCarthy and James 

O'Neill. 

The :\finutrs or the last mectillg of the Bo::ml (Report • 'o. 

1 9 of the 15th October, HJ5o) were coufirmed und 1-;igned. 
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A return of the state of the Hospital from 14th October 
to 18th November, 1953, as under, was submitted and 
signed: -

Males Females Total 
On Hospital Register on 14th 

October, ].953 1735 
Admitted to 18th 1 ovember, 1953 70 

1805 
Male• Females Total 

Discharged 
to 18th Nov., '53 58 76 134 

Died to do. 6 17 23 
Escaped to do. 64 

Remaining on Hospital Register ou 
18th 1Tovember, 1953 ... 1741 

Absent on trial and escape on 18th 
Xovember, 1953 25 

X umber uctuall_y l'esident on 18th 
4-oYember, 1.953, as per Moming 
'tatemeut Book 1716 

DI 'TRIB UTIO:X . 
• · umbc1· of Pati<'nt. in Grunget'7o;._ 

tnnn • {ental no pitul 862 
-"umb r of Patient~ in Portrane 
~Imtnl Ho. pital 854 

To •tl numh r rp ident a above 1716 

2104 3839 

57 127 

2161 

93 157 

206H 3809 

22 47 

2046 3762 

1264 2126 

7 2 1636 

2046 3762 
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CHARGEABILlTY. 
City of Dublin 
County of Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal Lunatics 
Non-district patients 

ToTAL 

2,853 
.508 
338 
48 
15 

3,762 

AGRICULTURAL COMMIT'l'EE. 
l\Ir. T. O'Reilly proposed and Councillor C. 1I. Byrne 

seconded the adoptiqn of Report No. 190 of the meeting of 
the Agricultural Committee held on the 22nd October, 1953. 
Passed unanimously. 

REPORT OF INSPEC'riOK, OR\.XGEGORi.L\~. 
20th October, 1953. 

1 .. \ ccompanied by Dr. Heffernan and the Deput:· H au 
Night Nurse, we visited. the -:\ew Visiting Hall, now 
completed . This will add much to the amenitie of the 
institution when fully furnished. .\t the approach from the 
main carriage way there is a very unsightly plot. This could 
be much improved by clearing to road level, faced. with a 
concrete kerb and laid out as a flower bed. At the moment 
it obscures the view of this splendid building. 

2. There is an accumulation of rubbish and refu e, which 
is unsightly, and with thi we mu t include a imilar one at 
the Female House. The latter has to receive constant 
attention, as it repeatedly goe on fire and causes much 
trouble to the staff. rrangements should be made with the 
Corporation to have these dumps cleared weekly and keep 
this eyesore from accumulating. 



Board Meeting 302 19th November, 1953 

3. \Ve inspected the Main Male building, including the 
dormitories, hospital and dining hall. We found in all these 
that a considerable amount of cleaning, painting and repairs 
need to be carried out. The staircases and passages require 
attention. 'rhe wall in the dormitories are covered with 
wallpaper which has had long service and is now peeling 
off. We in pected the beds and bed clothing. They were 
well kept, clean and tidy and reflect credit on the staff. 

4. In the Main Dining Hall dinner was being servetl . The 
food was good and plentiful and there were no complaint:;. 
In the Kitchen dinner was being prepared for the Ho ·pi tal 
and consisted of chops, fried eggs and dainties. 

5. In the Fitter's Shop we had seen the much needed 
improvements by way of the new lavatories and washing 
facilitie . The hop, in general, was in a very untidy con
dition. There wa considerable congestion, bad light, dirty 
window and l ack of ventilation. We noticed a forge fire 
wn in operation. Thi should not be there, as there is no 
mean. of di po ina of moke and dust. It should be out in 
th open, and a~; there is a mithv outside the building, it 
·honld be properly equipped and u~ec1 for that purpose. The 
• hop ne ds considerable OYerhaul, as much of the equip
men is ou of date and it running co ts are excessive. 

6 . . \ft£-r lunch, nccompanied by the Matron and Dr. 
O'Brien, w 'i ited the Female Kitchens. At .. o. 4 Kitchen 
,. found nn offnl bin in n filthv condition with an offensive 

odour. W und r tnnd thnt a ~Rl(' patient wn responlliblc 
f r k t•ping it 1 •nn, but for oma r nson be has not heen 
nv ilnhl . \\'e woulrl r comm~ncl thnt n ho e nnd reel be 
k:'~l in he kit ht'n nnd con tnntly us d, together with ome 
th Ill '·tnn . Rubber boots should be providerl !or tho e 

n ihl for th cleaning. The floor in o. 24 Kitchen is 
in n b tHy dnm ged conditiou, wi 1 m:mv potholes. There 
i • l ne l for a ne · t ble top for wget~ble cutting. 
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1. We toured the hospital and interviewed many of the 

patients. There was general contentment. In Nos. 1.5 and 

19 refractory divisions many of the patients had the usual 

appeal for release. The general condition was all that could 

be desired . H ere, again, theTe is much need fOT cleaning and 

painting. 

8. Finally, we had a long discussion with our Clerk of 

\Yorks on the many matters obserYed during our very 

extensive tour of the institution. 

\V e have definitelv come to the conclusion that it would 

be impossible for hi~ to carry out all the recommendations, 

especially with the staff at his disposal, within any given 

period. There are many urgent cases of repair which require 

wholetime attention . We \\'ould recommend that a general 

survey of the institution with regard to repairs, painting, 

cleaning, etc . , be made and a report submitted to the Build

ing Sub-Committee with suggestions as to the best mean of 

overcoming this nccumulation of work. \Ve would ulso like 

a report on the general overhaul of the Fitting • hop with a 

view to future economv. This should be done before the 

estimates are prrpared for the coming financial year. 

We thank all those of the staff who accompanied us during 

out· visit. 
WILLIA::\I CHASE. 

JA::\<IES .\XDRE\\'. '. 

WILLIAM J . COL'\L\ . ~. 

0rder. ron!lideration deferred to next meetiug. 

REPORT OF tXSPF.C'l'TO. · , PORTR \ ~ E. 

27th Ortob r, J!Ji.'J. 

1. \\' e carried out at Portrane ::\fen tal Ho. pi 1 ou 

Tue. day, 27th Oc tober, 1!)53, an in!~pection. Dr. Hegar ~ 

!'lhowerl uc; ow•r th e vnriou clivi ion;;. 
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Our first visit was to No. 5 Male Division, and as the day 
was fine and sunny the patients were exercising out of doors 
under the care of several attendants. \Ve spoke to some of 
the patients and were assured that everything was all right. 

2. In No. 7 Division we spoke to a few patients and a 
little boy showed us a very sore finger, which, we were told, 
never got a chance to heal as the child kC'pt pulling off the 
dressing. 

3. In the Male Infirmary all the patients were very 
comfortable. \Ve spoke to two little boys, one of whom was 
blind, but it was difficult to understand what they were 
attempting to say to us. 

4. In the Female Hospital we saw a whole ward of very 
old women- some well over 70 and one or two over 90 years 
of age. They need so much attention and take up bed space 
which might be used by younger patients. 

In this ward we saw the new bed tables in use. They are 
a long felt want, but they are only provided for beds where 
the patient is capable of using them. 

5. No. 7 Female Division looked briaht and cheerful. We 
0 

spoke to a patient who was very highly strung and had two 
nurses in attendance, as she had attacked one of the nurses 
and was being kept in bed to calm down . She was most 
penitent when we spoke to her. 

6. Lunch was in progress in the Female Dining Hall. The 
new tables are a great addition and we were informed that 
three more would soon be ready ~mel that would complete 
the numbe1· required. The onlv drawback about the tables 
i!'l the fact that dirt can lodge ;long the beaded edge. 

1. The Kitchen wa Yery clean and tidy after the serving 
of dinner. 
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8. In the Female Visiting Hall we noticed how soiled the 
wallpaper looked. Some of the marks seemed like oil, as if 
the couches were too near the wall and heads rested against 

the wall. 

9. After we had had lunch, Dr. Meenan showed us 
around and we called into No. 4 Female Division. All was 
quiet till we looked in and then an uproar began, so we 
withdrew in haste. 

10. \Ye had a chat with the patient in charge of 
the Library. She certainly keeps the books in an orderly 
manner and she told us quite a few patients like a book. 

11. In the ·women's Therapy Section, patching and 
general repairs were being done, but there were not sufficient 
workers. Quite a few patients asked when they might get 
home. 

12. \York was going on well in the Laundry, but there 
are not enough helpers here and the work takes longer to 
complete. 

13. It occurred to us that the electric irons might have 
nn nsbestos base , ns these irons do not switch off automatic
ally and an iron left switched on could burn through to the 
table. These irons are very heavy. Each weighs about 10 
lbs. A woman would have to hnve a very strong wrist to 
use them. 

We tender onr thanks to Drs. Hegarty ani! :.reenan for 
rriving us so much of their yaJuable time. 

CATHERINE BYR~TE. 

JOHN AHILL. 
RICHARD C. KK\_'R 

Order. See Paragmph 26 of the Ma!W!Jcr's Supplemental 
Report of this date. 
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APPOINTMENT OF VISITING COMMITTEES. 
The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 

Portrane Visiting Committees for the ensuing period to 17th 
December, elate of next meeting of the B oard:-

GRAXGEGORMAX VISITING COl\HillTTEE. 

Councillor E . Timmons (Chairman). 
Miss M. C. Ennis. 
J ames O'Neill. 

Mr. T. O 'Reilly. 

PoRTRANE VISITING CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor E. Timmons (Chairman). 
:\Irs. K. Nix. 
William L awless. 

~Ir. William Chase . 

SALE OF PDOT AT SAN"TRY COURT. 
The Manager submitted the following Report, copies of 

which were circulated by post to each member of the Board on the 5th November, 1953 :-

Re.: SANTRY CouRT. 
A Chara, 

On 24th Jul.Y, 1952, the Agricultural Committee recom
mended, and on 21st August, 1952, the B oard approved, 
n propo al to sell to the Clonliffe Harriers a plot of ground 
at. ,'nntry ourt compri ina 4 acres, 3 roods and 10 perches 
or thereabouts for the sum of £300. 

I wa informed by the Department of Health on 5th 
... ovember that the l\Iinister for Health was unable to 
<'on~Pnt to tllP Rnle of the plot at that price and that the 
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Commissioner of Valuation had assessed the market value 
at approximately £6,000. The Board directed that the 
Minister should be asked if an indication could be given 
of the basis on which the valuation of £6,000 had been 
assessed. A reply was received to the effect that the 
ConunisRioner of Valuation had made an estimate of the 
value of the property u1 the open market, on the basis 
of there being no restriction on building, and it was 
pointed out that several new factories had been bu ilt on 
sites less attractive in the immediate vicinity which were 
bought in recent yearR at from £1,000 to £1,280 ari acre. 

The Clonliffe Harriers were unable to proceed with the 
purchase at that price, but in March last they raised the 
matter agctin and on 20th May last I was advised that the 
~Iinister for HPalth was prepared to consent to the snlc 
of the plot for a figure in the region of £2,500, subject to 
the condition that the Club would be prepared to accept 
a lease wbich would contain a restriction on the deYelop
ment of the site for factory or residential building. 

On 8th October last I was informed that the ~Iinister 
was prepared to consent to the disposal of the land on an 
alternative basis, viz., a 99 years' lease for a fine of £500 
plus a rent of £120 a year, subject to the same restriction 
on building. The Clonliffe Harriers are agreeable to a le:1~;;e 
on these terms. They have suggested a slight alteration in 
the dimensions of the plot, viz., a frontage of 196 yards 
and a depth of 121 yards, instead of the frontage of 2] 5 
yards and the depth of llO yards originally proposed. 
From the B oard's point of view, there is no objection to 
this alteration, which leaves the area of the plot 

unchanged. 

I now recommend that the plot of ground at Santry 
Court comprising 4 acres, 3 roods and 10 perches or there
abouts, be leased to the Clonliffe Harriers :for n term of !)f) 
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years for a fine of £500 and a rent of £ 120 a year, subject 
to the following conditions:-

(i) The lease shall contain a restriction on the develo.p
ment of the plot for factory or residential building. 

(ii) Within three months of completion of the lease the 
Clonliffe Harriers shall fence off the plot from the 
remainder of the Estate, with a wire strand fence, 
to the satisfaction of the Board. 

(iii) Within three years of completion of the lease the 
•Clonliffe H arriers shall erect a permanent fence or 
wall, not less than 6 feet high, to the satisfaction 
of the Board. 

I propose to submit this recommendation to the Board 
at its meeting on 19th instant, but Section 83 of the Local 
Government Act, l.946, requires that formal notice of a 
proposal to dispose of land shall be sent by post to each 
member of the Board. The Section also provides:-

(i) That at the first meeting of the B oard held after 
the expiration of ten clear days of the notice the 
Board may resolve that the disposal shall not be 
carried out or that it shall be carried out in accord
ance with the terms specified in the resolution. 

(ii) If the Board do not pass a resolution to the above 
effect, the disposal rna~·, with the consent of the 
Minister be carried out. 

(iii) If the Board resolves thnt the dispm;nl hall be 
carried out in accordance with the terms specified 
in the resolution in Pnragraph (i) hereof the disposal 
may, with the con ent of the Mini ter, be carried 
out in accordance with those terms. 

(h·) If the Board re olves that the disposal Rhnll not be 
carried out, it shall not be carried out. 

JOHN P. KEA E, 

To each member of the 
Manager . 

Grauaegorman ~Ientnl Ho pital Boanl, 
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Councillor D. Larkin proposed and Councillor W. J. 
Colman seconded: " That the Board approve of the lease 
to the Clonliffe Harriers of the plot of ground at Santry 
Court comprising four acres three roods and ten perches or 
thereabouts, on the terms and conditions recommended by 
the Manager." 

A poll was taken and the motion was declared carried by 
sixteen votes for to seven against. The voting was as 
:follows:-

For the Motion.-Councillors Mrs. Catherine Byrne, 
Colman, Conway, Larkin, ~1urray, Mrs. Kix, Timmons, 
Andrews, Taggart, Miss Ennis, William Lawless, O'Neill, 
Messrs. Finn, Richard Lawless, O'Reilly and Smithers. (16). 

Against the Jfotion.-'Councillors Dr. B atterberry, C. M. 
Byrne, McCarthy, Messrs. Chase, Jones, Mrs. Keeble and 
:\frs. O'Byrne. (7). 

MANAGER'S REPORT TO BOARD. 
13th November, 1953. 

1. The number of patients resident 
Hospitals on lOth instant was:-

In Grangegorman 
In Portrane 

TOTAL 
as compared with:-

lOth NoYember 1952 
lOth November' 1951 

' 

Males 

855 
853 

1708 

1.647 
1583 

in the 

Females 

1260 
782 

2042 

1982 
1938 

Board's 

Total 

2115 
1635 

3750 

3629 
3521 

lOth November, 1950 1607 1963 3570 
lOth Kovember, 1949 1549 1926 3475 

this year's number being 121 more than on the corresponding 
~ate last year and 275 more than on the corresponding date 
1Dl949. 
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2. The generl!-l condition of the Board's Hospitals is 
reported by the Chief R.:M.S. and the Acting Branch R.M.S. 
to be satisfactory and the health of the patients normal. 
There were no cases of zymotic disease amongst patients 
during the past month. 

3. On the 28th ultimo Dr. Dolphin, Assistant Inspector 
of Mental Hospitals , opened an Inquiry at Portrane into the 
circumstances of the death of female patient .\. L. (No. 30), 
which occurred on the 7th October (and which was reported 
to the Board at its meeting on the 15th October). The 
Inquiry concluded the same day and it is assumed that the 
Minister' findings will be conveyed to the Board in due 
course. 

4. On the 12th October female patient K. L. (1523) was 
charged before a District Justice at a Special Court held in 
l)ortrtme with causing grievous bodily hnrm to three mem· 
hers of the nursing staff. The District Justice, after hearing 
the evidence, certified that the patient was suitable for 
tran fer to the Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum, and on 
the 31 t October the Minister for Health made an order 
directing and authorising the patient's trnnsfer to Dundrum. 

5. Male patient P. A. (6310) escaped from 1\o. 6 D ayroom 
at Grangegorman by getting through a lavatory window at 
3.30 p.m. on the 13th October. He wa~ brought back at 
fU30 p.m. the same day from his home. The Chief R.~f.8. 
is o! opiuion that thi patient would not have escaped if the 
Rtaff on clut~· in the ward had been placed more carefully. 
He does not consider that there wa!-l !-lerious nPgligence on 
the part of he staff, but he hn . wnrnecl the charge nmsP 
to be more careful in future. 

~fnle patient J. D. (6189), n libprty patient, failed to 
return from the e:xerci!-le ground at Granaeaormnn on the 
1 h October. He wa!l found nt a relatiye's house at 2.10 
n.m. the following morning and brought lmck to the 
llo pital. 
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Male patient P. S. (6171), a voluntary patient, failed to 
return off pass on the 16th October. 

Male patient J . O'H. (6159), n liberty patient, escaped 
from the grounds at Grangegorman on the 25th ultimo. He 
was apprehended by the police and brought back to the 
hospital by two male nurses. 

6. On the 4th October female patient M. C. (4834), while 
on the recreation grounds at Portrane, suddenly sprang from 
uer ' eat, jumped over the fence surrounding the bowling 
green and ran into the shrubbery. She was followed imme
diately by a nurse, who failed to locate her. _\fter an inten
sive search the patient was recaptured in the grounds about 
two hours after she escaped. 

On the 9th October male patient E. G. (40324), who was 
working in Ko. 8 Diyision at Portrane, escaped about 5.35 
p.m. 'rhe patient was recaptmed the same evening at 10.10 
p.m. 

The _\cting Branch R.I\1.8. has enquired into the circum
stances of these two escapes and assures me that no blame 
attaches to any member of the staff. 

7. I h11.ve received from the GardtL Siochana a claim for 
£8 17s. 9c1. expenses incurred by them in bringing back 
from Glasgow male patient J. B. (4406), a criminal lunatic. 
This patient escaped from Portt·ane on the 7th March last 
and was brought back to Grnngegorman on the 11th 
September. 

The expenses claimed appear reasonable and I have 
authorised payment. 

8. Accidents to Patients (Portrane).-On the 29th October 
male patient J. S. (4782) struck another patient with his 
fist and sustained a fracture of a bone of the right hand. 
'l'he Acting Branch R.M.S. is satisfied that this incident was 
unavoidable and it has been duly reported to the l\1inister 
for Health. 
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No serious accidents to patients in Grangegonnan are 
reported during the past month. 

9. Accidents to Staff (Grangegorman).-Male Nurses 
P. F. and J. MeG. were injured in a motor cycle accident 
on the 29th October. The former is still off duty. 

Nurse A. B. K. was off duty for one day with a scalded 
face caused by a patient who threw a can of tea at her. 

Jurse . C. was off duty from the 30th October to the 
1st ovember as a result of a kick from a patient. 

Nurse M. O'M. was off duty for the same period as a 
result of a bite and a kick from a patient. 

Boilerman G. H. received burns to the left forearm while 
on duty in the boilerhouse on the 27th October and was 
incapacitated for six days. 

Other minor accidents to members of the staff were 
reported which did not necessitate their going off duty. 

10. Accidents to Staff (Portrane).-Male Nurse M. W. 
wa violently attacked by a patient on-the 7th October, who 
knocked him to the ground and tried to take his keys . 
• \nother patient came to the nurse's assistance and called 
for help. The nurse was off duty as a ·result of this attack 
from the 7th to the 19th ultimo, and he was fortunate in 
e caping more serious injury. 

Attendant P. 'IcC. slipped and fell in the general dining
hall ou the 1.7th October and was off duty until the 28th . 
. \n ' -ray of his hip was negative. 

D puty barge -ur e E. B. was knocked down by a 
patient who truck and tunned her. She was off duty from 
the 2nd to the 5th Octob r. 

·ur e :\I. H. wa knocked to the ground by a patient on 
the th October and had her head banged on the floor several 
time . 'he was off duty from the 8th to the 12th ultimo. 
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A number of other minor accidents to nurses were reportell 
which did not necessitate their going off duty. 

A considerable number of the injuries sustained by mem
bers of the female nursing staff were caused by the patient 
K. L. (1523) referred to in Paragraph 4 above. 

T. F., herd, received an injury to his foot on the 11th 
October when a feeding bUITOW fell on it . He was off duty 
until the 18th October. 

J. K. , farm labourer, received a bite from a horse on his 
right hand on the 28th October and is still off duty. 

11. I have received from the Department of Health a 
communication about the committal of criminal lunatics to 
the Board's Hospitals . With it was enclosed copy of a 
minute from the Department of Justice. In that minute 
the Department of Justice points out that of the 36 prisoners 
removed to Grangegorman since the 1st January, 1949, 15 
were remand or trial prisoners and 21 were prisoners under 
sentences ranging from one month or less .to two years. 

With regard to pati~nts committed for trial or those on 
remand, the Department of Justice points out that there is 
no option under the existing law but to remove to Grange
gorman such persons as are committed to Mountjoy Prison 
-as these prisoners are not under sentence they could not 
be removed to Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum. With 
regard to the prisoners under sentences, the Department 
of Justice expresses the opinion that they probably would 
not have committed the offences (most of which were minor) 
if they had not been insane and that in those cases where 
detention in the mental hospital oeyond the period of 
~entence proved necessary, relatives of the prisoners would, 
10 any event, l1ave found it necessnry to have them com
mitted to a mental hospital. 
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l referred this communication to the Chief R.M.S., who 
has submitted the following report, a copy of which has 
been ent to the Depmtment of Health:-

" I have read the letter dated 28th November, Hl52, 
sent by the Secretary, Department of Justice, to the 
Secretary, Department of Health, concerning the com
mittal of insane prisoners to Grangegorman Mental 
Hospital, and I would refer again to my report of 8th 
:\Iay, 1.952, in which I referred particularly to patients 
suffering from " a mild degree of mental deficieucy with 
delinquent tendencies." These are in fact psychopathic 
patients for whom there is no active treatment but who 
merely require discipline, occupation, observation and 
attempts at rehabilitation. Such psychopathic patients 
are very cunning and alway on the look-out for oppor
tunities to escape and, in the ca e of some, conspiring to 
e cape. The principal concern, in view of the Minister's 
order that they are to be confined in strict cu tody, i the 
prevention of e cape. On account of the fact that there 
i no pecial structural provision such a exi ·ts in 
Dundrum or in pri on for the prevention of determined 
escapist , the only alternative is to keep such patient in 
closed diYi ions, which contain pecially insane patient . 
The detention of the e p ychopath in such divisions 
indefinitely amounts to great cruelty. The only other 
alt rnntive would b to have these ps~·chopaths seareguted 
in 1\ • prcinl !!roup apart from the other patients and in 
·huge of p cinl male nur es. Thi also hn disadvantnaes 
from h point of vi w of it eff ct on the patients, but 
partioulnrly it would be xtremel · co tly. 

I would mnk .the uggestion that such a type of 
criminal lunatic would be b tter hou ed and treated in an 
in·ti ution like Dundrum , where the high wall of the 
in ti ution would minimise the po ibility of escape and 
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where liberty within these walls would be given to them. 
I see no objection to receiving insane patients who have 
been found guilty of crime or who are on remand and whose 
mental illness is such that it needs active medical treat
ment in Grangegorman Mental Hospital, although, 
indeed, owing to the lack of accommodation facilities for 
segregating such criminal patients, they have to be 
treated side by side with good-class patients, who must 
feel and do indeed express themselves as feeling a sense 
of stigma at being treated cheek by jowl with criminal 
cases. In view of the relatively small number of these 
cases, would it be possible to make changes in the existing 
law whereby special arrangements could be made for these 
criminal cases to receive their treatment in an institution 
like Dundrum, which is staffed with skilled psychiatrists." 

JOHN DUNNE, 

Chief R.Af.S. 

12. With reference to the Inspection at Portrane carrie& 
out on the 2nd SeptembeT by Messrs. John Cahill and 
William Chase, I have to report:-

Item (v) The cost of providing new entrances to the 
two rooms Teferred to will be about £40 and this 
expenditure hardly appears justified. The Chief 
Engineer reports that electric convection heater will be 
installed at an early date which will tend to improve 
the circulation of air. 

13. With reference to the Inspection at Portrane carried 
out on the 22nd September by Councillors William J. 
Colman and Denis Larkin and Mr. John mithers, I have 
to report:-

Item (ii) The construction of new tables for the 
diningball is almost completed. 
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Item (iii) The Acting Branch R.M.S. has recom
mended that No. 1 male division and No. 2 female 
division be sub-divided and application is being made 
to the Minister for Health for approval to the appoint
ment of the additional staff which will be required. 

14. With reference to the Inspection carried out at 
Grangegorman on the 7th October by Councillor l\1rs. 
Catherine Byrne and l\1r. John Cahill, I h<we to report:-

Item (i) The Clerk of Works is of opinion that, 
having regard to the nature of the work in prog1:ess, 
the condition of the corridor in Ko. 22 division was 
unavoidable. The fact that it was a general visiting day 
on the occasion of their inspection made matters appear 
worse. 

Item (v) Repairs have very recently been completed 
on the roof of the Catholic Church and the Clerk of 
\York report that slates are not now required and that 
the gutters are in good condition. 

Item (vi) The Clerk of Work , with the as istance of 
the Hou ekeeper, i examining tpe question of provid
ing trolleys for the kitchens. 

Items (ix), (x) and (xi) The amount provided in the 
01·ioinal Estimate and Demand for painting work has 
alreudy been xpended and the Board recently author
i ed the expenditure of an additional sum of £750 on 
urgent r decoration. The question of the provi ion to 
be mnd for painting and decorating in the futut·c will 
come up wh n th draft E tima.te of Expenses for 1954-
5J i · b iug examined. 

15. On the 22nd October tenders were in\'ited for the 
builtlincr work in the two new 100-bed units at Portrnne awl 
on the 20th October tenders were invited also for the 



Board M ecting 317 19tll November, 1953 

electrical, heating and water services. The closing dates 
for receipt of tenders me 18th NoYemher for the building 
contract and 25th November for the engineering contracts. 

16. The contractor is preparing the final plans and 
estimate of cost for the conversion of Portrane House and, 
in order to avoid any unnecessary delay, preliminary work 
on the building was commenced on the 6th instant. 

17. On the 17th October I wns informed by the Depart
ment of Health that the :.\Iinister has approYed the proposed 
to provide special accommodation for juvenile patients at 
Portrane and that the plan submitted for the conYersion of 
the old laundry building was under examination. I haYe 
since leamed thnt the Department considers that this plan 
require considen1hle alteration, and I hn,·e in tructed tl10 
Board's architect to consult with the Department's 
Architectnrnl .\(lvisers with a view to submitting u revised 
scheme for the Board's approvnl nt nn early clnte. 

18. The Board's Architect is also completing the final 
plan and estimate o-!' cost for the reconstruction of ~o. 4 
division temporal''' builclinas at Granaerrorman and work 

l 0 0 0 ' 

on the demolition of tl1e old building is well in hands. ·while 
the .\ rchitect is not yet in a position to give an accurate 
e. timate of the n: ' ;tl cost he considers that it may be in 
the region of £4.'),000 and,' in order that funds will b'e avail
able to meet the cost of the work ns it progresses, I consiclrr 
it desirable to bon·ow that amount immediately. 

It will also be necess<ll'V to borrow a um to meet the 
co t of constructing the h~uses for the Farmyard Foreman 
and \\' ork Foreman at Portnme. Considerable procrre-.. ha. 
been made ou the con. truction of the. e two bouse ' , but it i.' 
difficult to estimate the net cost to the Board becuuse it 
hns not vet been finnlh· deteTmined by the Dublin ountv 
C'ouncil .thnt the Ietti,;g gmnt of £400 per house will b~ 

.. 
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made. I believe that the grant will be paid and I propose 
to borrow the net sum :requ ired on that assumption. 

Accordingly, I recommend that application be made to 
the Minister for Local Government for sanction to the 
borrowing from the CommissioneTs of Public \Yorks of a 
sum of -£50,000, repayable in equal half-yearly instalments 
over n period of twent:v yean; with interest on the outstaml
ing balances from time to time at the general rnte in force 
undet· Section 12 of the Local Loans Fund .\ct, 19B5. Th e 
nmount of the loan is made up as follows:-

(1) Reconstruction of temp01·ary buildings at 
Grangegorman-Preliminnry estimate of 
cost 

(2) Farmyard Foreman's ancl 
\Yorks Pm·emnn 's Houses, 
Portrane: 

Contract sum 

I.e s L etting Grant 

£5,024 

00 

Provi. ion for fees and contingencies 

Total 

.£43.000 

4,224 
776 

.£50,000 

19. 'L'he fu ll amount of the loan of £15 ,000 authorised in 
nmwct ion with thr new Mnl Visiting Hall nnd O.T. 
Dt p;l'tment nt Oranaerrormnn has been drawn and a second 
i!l t:llnwnt of th gr:mt from the Hospital ' Trust Fund, 
o iiiiO ll ntill~ lO 1;{),:1()0 fi'{. 10<1 .. has been pnicl. 

?0. The l'! rk of \\ Ot'k~ Grnnaegorman and the hief 
Fn n:mt>r, Portrntw, haY ~tbmitted draft list of works for 
it win ion in tht> 1•. ·timntrs for 1954-55. It i.· as. umed that 
l t'" ' li t will he e.-aminecl b.'· thP Grangegor·man ancl 
Pnr rmw Yisitin<> 'ommi tee , as wa done in previous 
,n·ar-. . 1t will he of the crrente-;t nssis nnrP in preparing 
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the general estimates if the Committee would meet to 

examine the lists of works early next week. 

21. The Clerk of Works at Grangegorman has car.ried out 

tests on samples of coke offered in response to a recent 

advertisement, and, on his recommendation, I have 

ncceptecl the tender of Messrs. P. Donnelly and Sons for 

100 tons large coke nt £7 6s. Od. n ton and the tender of 

l\Tessrs. Doherty and Co. for 100 tons of medium-sized coke 

at £7 5s. Od. a ton. 

The Chief Engineer at Portrane also has tested samples 

of rough slack nnd, on his recommendation, I have 

accepted the tender of P. Donnelly and Sons for 1,100 tons 

of Yorkshire slack nt £5 6s. 6d. per ton delivered free 

Portrane . 1 h:we also accepted an offer of Messrs. Doherty 

nncl Co. fo1· 200 tons of slack at 4!4 n ton delivered Portrane. 

1'he latter is n specinl price fm· coal which was inclined to 

heat in stock nnd which the coal merchant had to dispose 

of urgently. 

22. On the recommendation of the Agricultural Manager, 

I have accepted the tender of Mr. G. Chambers, }foone, Co. 

Kildare, for the fntpply of 100 tons of dried beet pulp at 

.£18 lOR. Ocl. per ton deli>ered Portrane, less an allowance 

of 2/ 6d. each for sncks returned in good condition, being 

the lowest of four tenders received in re ponse to public 

ndvertisement. 

23. TendC'!'s weTe Tccentl,v invited for ternzzo work in 

C:JnnPction ·with the reconstruction of the sanitnrv annexe in 

Xo. 1 male division at Portrnne and, on the reco~mell(l ation 
of the Chief En,.ineer, J have nccepted the tender of 1\fessrs. 

D. D. O'Brien, Ltd., in the sum of £99 16s. Ocl., beinO' the 

lower· of two re<'eived. 
JOHN P .. KEANR, 

Dublin Assistant ('ity Jfauager. 
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MANAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO BOARD. 

19th November, 1953. 

24. Since 15th ultimo, 61 male and 52 female patients 
were admitted- total 1.13. One hundred and eleven of these 
were chargeable patients, of whom 48 were temporary, 30 
were voluntary and 31 were l)ersons of Unsound Mind. Two 
private patients were admitted (one voluntary and one 
temporary) and two patients were admitted for special treat
ment under Section 208 o£ the Mental Treatment Act, 1945. 

25. Considerable difficulty is being experienced in obtain
ing delivery of certain articles of nurses' uniform clothing 
from the contractors for the current year. The contractors 
attribute the delay to their difficulties in obtaining materials 
from the manufacturers and there does appear to be some 
justificntion on this score. It is proposed to make i.h e con
tracts for next year's uniforms within the next few months, 
so that orders for the bulk of the Board's requirements cnn 
be placed before the b ginning of the year. 

26. With reference to the Inspection carried out at Port
rune on the 27th October by Councillors ".\lrs. Catherine 
Byrne and Richard Keane and Mr. John Cahill, I have to 
report:-

ltem (vi) rrhe new tables for the dininghalJ hllVI' 
been completed. 

Item (:riii) The elecb·ic irons in the laundry heat 
onl · when they are set on the stand, and the irons rest 
on Rteel bm·;;: which ore clenr of the ironina tnhle. Before 
the, e iron. were pmchn e<l the m utt€r wa. cliscnssec1 
with the Laundre , who was insistent !hot 10 lbs. wn . 

th minimum w iaht su itable . The nurses nnd patients 
working in the launch·: haw informed the .\ cting Branch 
R.~L. thnt the_,. did not find th m to he:wy. 

JOHN P . KEAXE, 

Dublill Assisfallf City Jfauagn. 
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Urclers macle thereon:-
Par. 3. Minister for Heullh to be asked for au early 

deeision on this matter. 
Par. 11. Proposed by Councillor D. Larkin, seconded by 

Councillor C. l\1. B,yrne : " That the report of the Chic~" 
R.l\LS. be approved and adopted." Passed unanimowly. 

Par. 17. Chief R.M. S. to submit report on arrangements 
for training juvenile patients. 

l'ar. 18. Proposed by Councillor \V. J. Colman, SLt:ollded 
by .\lr. '1'. P. O'Reill,c "' 'rhat application be made to the 
.\linister for Local Government for sanction to the borrow
ing of £50,000 (Fifty Thousand Pounds) for the purpose of 
defraying the cost of (i) the reconstruction of temporary 
buildings at Grangegorman l\Iental Hospitai and (ii) the 
erection of two staff houses at Portrane Mental Hospital, as 
recommended in Paragraph 18 of the Manager's report datecl 
lOth Xovember, 1953 the said sum of £50,000 to be borrowed 
from the Commissioners of Public Works on the securit,Y of 
the rates Jeyiable by and the Borough and County .Funds 
of the Corporation of Dublin :mel the County Councils of 
Dublin and \Yicklow, repayable in equal half-yearly instnl
ments over a. period of twenty years with interest on out
standing balances from time to time at the general ntte in 
force under Section 12 of the Local Loans Fund Act, 1935." 
Passed unanimously. 

Par. 20. Special Building Committee to examine and 
report on the draft lists of works for 1954/55. 

E. .\:L .\1URRAY, 
Chief Cleric 

FALCON£R, DUBLIII. 

EUGEKE TIM . .\IOX,', 
Chairman. 

J,QHN DU~NE, 
Chief IUI.S. 
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Report No. 192 
2pth November, J~5;l. 

Grangegqrmap Mental Hospital 
· Board. 

AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 
A meeting of the Agricultural Committee was held in the 

noardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, the 26th day 
of November, 1953, Councillor E. Timmons (Chairinan) in 
the Chair. Also present:- Councillors James A.ndrews, 
C. M. Byrne, William J. Colman, Miss M. C. Ennis, 
William Lawless, Messrs. Thomas O'Reilly and John 
Smithers. 

REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL MANAGEn. 
26th November, Hl53. 

1. Purchased Cows and Mill-. Supplies.-Since my last 
t·eport on the 22nd ultimo 11 Shorthorn and 2 Friesian T.T. 
milch cows have been purchased at an average cost of 
£72-14-0. The two Friesians cost £180. There was a short• 
age of milk for about a week earlier this month but <.lue to 
the 1mrchase of these cows full supplies were again made 
available. The present daily production from 244 cows i 
548 gallons or 2.2 gallons per cow. The following i an 
analysis of the present daily production from the cows:-

4 gallons and over 4 cows 
3 gallons to 4 gallons 44 cow 
2 gallons to 3 gallons 85 cows 
1 gallon to 2 gallons 93 cowE: 
Under ~ gallon 18 cows 



Agricultural Committee S24 27th November, 1953 . 

2. Purchases and Sales of Livestock.-During the month 
of October the following livestock was (a) purchased and 
(b) sold:-

Total Cost Av. per Av. per 
beast cwt. 

L.W. 
£ B. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 

(a) ~ bullocks 403 17 0 67 6 2 6 1 8 
7 milch cows ... 600 0 0 85 14 3 

41 sheep 378 16 0 9 4 9 
10 fat pigs 1.90 0 0 19 0 0 
7 fat pigs 144 10 0 20 13 10 
forG.M.H. 

(b) 17 calves-! at £1.1, 2 at £10, 1 at £8 lOs., 2 at £8, 
1 at £7, 1 at £6 lOs., 3 f.\t £6 and 6 at £5 lOs., total £120. 

4 bonhams at £6 each Total £24 Os. Od. 
1 store sow for £34 
3 f.at sows-£76 Os. 3d. nett 

Total for all pigs sold ... 
bonbams at £1 each 

transferred to Gr:mgegonna.l 
4 fat pig at £22 each 
tran ferred to Grangegorman 

£34 Os. Od . 
£76 Os. 3d. 

£].34 Os. 3d. 
Total £210 Os. Od. 

Total £88 Os. Od. 
£298 Os. Od. 

Total for all pigs 
to Grangegormn n 

3. Mastitis.-1-Ia titi ntnong the cows at Turvey hn 
ell' red up s tisf.nctorily and only a few clinical case have 

·curr d. During the past week a few clinical cases also 
~curr d at Portrane and Bnllymastone, but all are respondmg to tr atm nt. 
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4. Crops.-The grazing season has come to an end at 
Portrane and Turvey and all milch cows have been housed 
night and day from the 15th instant. Grass is still avail
able at Ballymastone .and cows .are out during the day. The 
balance of the hay was stored before the end of October . 

The final return from the wheat crop is now available. 
Total production from 113 statute acres w;:ts 1425 ~\ 
barrels, i.e., 12·61 barrels per statute .acre or 20·42 per Irish 
acre, map measurement. This yield is ·64 barrels below 
last year's average. The Spring wheat did not yield as well 
as last year and the crop at Santry w.as very disappointing, 
yielding only 100 barre is from 11 statute acres. 

:Fifty-six statute acres of potatoes have been dug a.nd 39 
acres have yet to be lifted. The main crop is not as good 
as last year and there is a high percentage of black tubers. 

Fourteen acres of Winter wheat have been sown. 

Lifting of the fodder beet is in progress and so far five 
acres have been completed. A test weighing of roots arid 
tops has been made and I estimate that the roots are yield
ing 15 tons and the tops 10 tons per statute acre map 
measurement. This is considered .a satisfactory yield though 
not high. · 

5. Santry Court.-The present stock at Santry is 45 ury 
and incalf cows, 48 calves, 26 yearlings, 46 two-year-old 
heifers and the Hereford bull. All the calves, 20 yearlings, 
12 cows and 6 springing heifers are housed at night and are 
on pasture during the day. The remainder of the cows .is 
being foddered outside. There is still a fair supply of aft r
grass. 

Order. Noted. 

JAMES HAYES, 

Agricultural ,\fa nag r. 
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REPORT OF HEAD GARDENF.R. 

PORTRANE. 

26th November, 1953. 
1.' Veg~taple Fields.-Winter crops, including l~eks aud 

Aut~nm onions, are doing well. 
Spring cabbage.-During the past month a £urther three 

~Qres have been planted. The • total area now under this 
crop is eight acres. 

Spring Oniona.-:-The harvesting .and banking of this crop ilJ ~ow completed. Total yield, 30 tons. 
Tillage.-Five acres have been ploughed during the past 

!PQn.th and, at the moment, I am manuring a further four 
~es in preparation for ploughing. 

2. Kitchen and Reclaimed Gardens.-Work carried out in 
these gardens consisted of lifting and pitting turnips, carrots IIJld beet, planting l~ttuce, planting flower beds, propagating 
and gener·al attention to indoor plants. The last oJ the apple 
crqp has been picked and stored. Total yield, 7i tons. This 
is five tons less than last year. 

GRANGEGORMAN. 
3. Since my last report the following work was carried 

out in this department, viz.:-

Planting lettuce, cabbage, flowering plants and bulbs. 
Removing dead leaves from Brussel sprouts. 
Renovating walk .and bowling greens. 
Ploughing 1! acres of vacant ground and general up· 

keep of recreation grounds ·and shrubberie ·. 

A. WOLOHAN, 

Head Gardener. Order. Noted. 
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REPORT OF INSPECTION, PORTRANE FARMS. 

19th October, 1953. 

1. We visited Portrane on Thursday, 19th October, 1953, 
and, accompanied by Mr. Hayes, Agricultural Manager, we 
inspected the piggeries, which showed ample evidence of 
care and attention. 

vVe inspected .a very fine selection of cows, including some 
newly calved, and all .appeared in good condition. Some 
which reacted to the T.B. test and were reserved for 
slaughter were remarkably good-looking animals. A few 
cows which were slightly lame were housed fOT observation 
and attention. 

2. We inspected the gardens, where Mr. Wolohan 
explained the methods of de.aling with crops of fruit and 
vegetables and also the varieties o£ flowers and plants under 
his care. The crop o£ onions, which were in the process of 
banking and sto~ing, reflects great credit on all concerned . 
The greenhouses showed no lack of proper attention. 

We noted the need for 4l propagating house in the garden, 
where a suitable site is .available, and we would recommend 
that same should be provided ·as soon as possible. 

3. We inspected the farm at Ballymastone and found 
everything in good order. The cow byres and sheds appeared 
to be in good condrtion and we were glad to note the 
improvement in the ventilation, made by halving the doors 
of the calf shed. We also noted a very fine young bull, 
which should prove .a valuable asset. 

The site suggested for an implement shed at rear of hay 
shed appears to be very suitable and we recommend aame. 
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Our best thanks are due to Messrs. H ayes and Wolohan 
for their help and co-operation. 

Order. Not ed . 

(Signed) GILBERT HUGHES. 
JAMES ANDREWS. 
THO:vi:.A.S P. O'REILLY. 
EUGENE TIMMONS. 

APPOI ' TME ~T OF VISITING MEMBERS. 

The following were appointed to inspect the Boa1·d's 
F arms and Gardens during the ensuing period to 28th 
.January, l954, date of next meeting of the Agricultural 
Committee :-

Councillor C . M. Byrne (Vice-Chairman). 
, W. J. Colman. 

" W. Lawless. 
Mr. John mithers. 

E .• I. .. 1URR Y. 
hief Clerl.:. 

' . 0, Dt a.ur. 

E. TIMMONS, 

Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 

Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No. 193· 
17th December, 1953. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

BOARD MEETING. 

The stated monthly meeting of the Grangegorman Mental 
Hospital Board was held in the Boardroom, Grangegorman 
Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 17th day of December, 1953, 
Councillor E. Timmons (Chairman) in the Chair. The 
following meml:iers were also present : -

City of Dublin Representatives.-Alderman Thomas 
Byrne, T.D., P.C., Councillors Mrs. Catherine Byrne, 
William J. Colman, P.C., Bernard Conway, Peadar Cowan, 
T.D., William P. Donohoe, P.C., Gilbert Hughes, Richard 
C. Keane, Anthony Lalor, Denis Larkin, Mrs. Kathleen 
Nix, P.C., Mrs. Lillie O'Shea-Leamy, P.C ., Messrs. John 
Cahill, P.C. , William Chase, Denis Finn, B.L., Thomas 
O'Reilly, John Smithers, John Jones, Mrs. Cecelia Keeble 
and Mrs. Essie O'Byrne. 

County Dublin Representatives.- Councillors James 
Andrews and Miss M. C. Ennis. 

County Wioklow Representatives.-Councillors C. M. 
Byrne, William L awless , Patrick McCarthy and James 
O'Neill. 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Board (Report 
No. 191 of the 19th November, 1953) were confirmed and 
signed. 
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:\return of the state of the Hospital from 19th :Kovember, 
to 16th December, 1953, us under, \vas submitted aml 
signed:-

Males Females Total 
On H ospital Register on 19th 

November, 1,953 1740 
Admitted to 16th December, 1953 57 

Discharged 
to 16th Dec., '53 

Died to do. 
Escaped to do. 

Malee Females Total 
50 51 101 
12 8 20 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 

1797 

62 

16th December, 1953 . . . 1735 
Absent on trial and escape on 16th 

December, 1953 8 

Number actually resident on 17th 
December, 1953, a per 1orning· 
Statement Book 1.727 

DI TRIBUTION. 

·umber of Patients in Grangegor-
man Mental Ho pi tal . . . 69 

' umber of Patient in Portrane 
Mental Hospital 858 

Total number resident as above 1727 

2069 
35 

2104 

50 

2045 

22 

2023 

1250 

773 

2023 

3809 
92 

3901 

121 

3780 

30 

3750 

2119 

1631 

3750 
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CHARGE ABILITY. 

City of Dublin 2849 
County of Dublin 500 
County Wicklow 338 
Criminal Lunatics 49 
Non-district patients 14 

ToTAL 3750 

AGRJ!CULTURAL OOMMITTEE. 

Councillor William Lawless proposed and Mr. T. P. 
O'Reilly seconded the adoption of Report No. 192 of the 
meeting of the Agricultural Committee Iield on the 26th 
November, 1953. Passed unanimously. 

PROVISION FOR SPECIAL WORKS DURING 
1954/55. 

In accordance with the decision of the Board at its meet
ing held on November 19th, the Special Building Committee 
met on Wednesday, November 25th, at Portrane, and at 
Grangegorman on Friday, November 27th. We examined 
carefully the Manager's draft lists of special works for 
inclusion in the official estimate for the coming financial 
year, 1954/55, and inspected some of the proposals. 

The following are our recommendations:

iltORTRANE : 

We recommend the provision of a sum of £8,440 for 
special works at Portrane, as outlined on the draft list. 
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We also recommend that the work of extension and improvement;; to Lhe LoJge at West Gate, Portrane, as provided for in Lhe current year's estimate be carried out immediately. 

We further recommend the provision of panel screens for windows of Board Room. 
GRANGEGORMAN: 

The Manager's draft list includes twenty items and a sum for contingencies-total estimated cost £9,880. 
We recommend that the estimate of £3,000 for Internal and External Painting be increased to £5,000 having regard to the present condition of some of the Divisions. The Clerk of Work , Mr. Judge, to furnish to the Special Building Committee a detailed schedule of the work to be carried out. 
In regard to Item No. B-Road Re-surfacing, we recommend that this work be not proceeded with pending further information as to the method to be adopted for work of this kind. 

We recommend the provision of other special works listed Nos. 2 to 7 and 9 to 20 on the draft list. 
In regard to the sums provided for as Contingencies!> rtrane (£2,500) and Grungegorman (£2,000), we recommend that the e monies be expended only for urgent tructural r pairs, detail· of which should be reported to the p cial Buildin.., ommittee or otherwise, with the prior con ent of th ommittee. 
\\' wi h to record our apprech\tion of the advice and co-op ration giv n u by Dr. Hegarty, Mr. Chalmers and dr .• Tud e. 

The follo\\ing members of the Building Committee took part in the in paction :-
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A•r GRANGEGORMAN . 

Councillor E. Timmons (Chairman). 

" J. Andrews. 
W. J. Colman. 
Miss M. C. Ennis. 

, , William Lawless. 
Mr. John Cahill. 
:\Ir. J. J. Jones. 
Mr. T. P . O'Reilly. 
Mr. J . Smithers. 

AT PoRTRANE. 

Order. 

Councillor E. Timmons (Chairman). 
W. J . Colman. 

Miss M. C. Ennis. 
William Lawless. 

1\Ir. John Cahill. 

Mr. T. P . O'Reilly. 

1\Ir. J. Smithers. 

Councillor P. McCarthy. 

Mrs. K. Nix. 

(Signed) E. TD1MONS (Chairman). 

Proposed by Councillor D. Larkin, seconded by Mr. T. 
O'Reilly: " That this report be referred for consideration 
to the Committee of the \Vhole Board which will meet to 
consider the draft Estimates for 1954-55 on the 7th January, 
~nd that the Manager be requested to put in hands the 
Improvements to the West Gate Lodge at Portrane, for 
which provision was made in the current year's Estimates." 
Passed unanimously. 
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REPORT OF INSPECTION, GRANGEGORMAN. 

lOth December, 1953. 
1. Accompanied by Dr. E. O'Sullivan we visited No. 5 Hospital, where we spoke to a number of patients who were very contented and had no grounds for complaints. We were very pleased to see the up-to-date Operating Theatre and to note that all equipment therein was spick and span. 2. We then proceeded to No. ,9 Division and spoke to a number of patients and passed on to the Male Kitchen and saw the dinner meal ready for distribution and later distributed in the Male Dining Hall. All the patients seemed satisfied with their meal. We saw the new Hot Press, which is a great asset to •the distribution of meals. The potatoes required to be graded to suit both washing and peeling machines. 

3. We next visited the Weaving Shop and recommended the immediate removal of any machines that were now obsolete and thus leave more room. We next passed into the Shoemaker's Shop and found that a number of the machines there were obsolete and useless, and the same applies to the Cutting Machine and a number of other knives used in arne. Thi machine is very old and heavy to operate and i in u e for a very long number of years. We recommend that n new Cutting lachine be purchased and thus get better production. We recommend that a patient, who is a shoemaker by trade, be conceded the maximum privileges in return for the work he does. 
4. After lunch we vi it rl the tore , where stock at the m m n tlr low, nd found the y tern of tock-ke ping and binnin of took first cltu1 , particularly with the limited ccommod tion vailable. We in p cted the Refrigerator nd nw tb be f, mutton, hams and bacon, all of the best qualit . No doubt the new Stores when ready will be a boon. 
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5. Accompanied by the Deputy Matron, Miss Murphy, 
we inspected Nos. 24, 25 and 27 Divisions and interviewed 
a number of patients in each Division. All of them seem 
very contented but expressed the usual wish to go home. 
We next visited the Laundry, where everybody appeared 
happy at his work. 

6. We next visited the Therapy and Workroom and were 
very impressed by the work carried out by the patients, 
most of whom appeared contented at same. The nurse in 
charge showed us some of the articles made by the patients 
and the materials, designs and make could compare with 
any manufactured outside. 

We desire to thank Dr. E. O'Sullivan and the Deputy 
Matron, Miss Murphy, and Mr. Murphy, Storekeeper, who 
accompanied us during our visit. 

JAMES O'NEILL. 
l\fARY C. ENNIS. 
THOMAS P. O'REILLY. 

Order. Received late. Consideration deferred to next 
meeting. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING COMMITTEES. 

The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 
Portrane Visiting Committees for the rnsui11g period to 14th 
.Jannary, 1954, date of next meeting of the Board:-

ORAXGEOOR?.tAx VISITTNG CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor E. Timmons (Chairman). 
James Andrews. 

Mr. John Cahill. 
Mrs. C. Keebl~. 
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PoRTRANE VISITING CoMMITTEE. 
Councillor E. Timmons (Chairman). 

W. P. Donohoe. 

" Denis Larkin. 

" Mrs. O'Shea-Leamy. 

4th December, 1953. 
Re. : SANTRY CoURT. A Cha.ra, 

On the 19th February last the Board approved of the sale to the Dublin County Council for £411 of a strip of land with a :frontage on the main Swords Road, comprising 1 rood and 12.8 perches or thereabouts, subject to the condition (inter alia) that, if any comparable land at Santry Court should be sold at a lower rate per acre within fi~e years, an appropriate reduction would be made to the County Council. The deed of transfer to the County Council has not yet been completed because of a legal difficulty in incorporating this condition. The price of £411 for the strip of land to be sold to the County Council was determined by the fact that the ommi<~ ioner of Valuation bad placed a value of £6,000 on n adjoining plot of 4 acres 3 roods and 10 perches which the Board had propo eel to sell to the Clonliffe Harriers. 
ub equ ntly the Commi _ ioner had revised his valuai n for tl1e " concl plot to {:2,500, on the under tanding tho th pur hn. cr would b re trained from developing he i for factory or re<~identi l building. ltimately, th • Iini er for H nlth agreed to a lea e of thl plot :for a fine f 500 nd n rent of £120 a year. It is assumed h hi rate wa fixed on the ba is that 17 year purof b rent, plu the fine of £500, is equal appro:x-
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imately to £2,500, and that the lease, which has been 
approved by the Board, is equivalent to a sale for £2,500. 

On this assumption, the condition of sale to the County 
Council of the smaller plot, which was approved by the 
Board, would permit a reduction in the price payable 
by the County .Council from £411 to 2,500 of £411_, i.e., 
to £171 5s. Od. 6,000 

Accordingly, I now recommend that the strip of land 
at Santry Court comprising 1 rood and 12.8 perches or 
thereabouts be sold to the Dublin County Council for road 
widening for the sum of £17:l 5s. Od., subject to the con
dition that the Council will rebuild the boundary wall on 
the new line of the road to the Board's satisfaction. 

Santry Demesne, comprising 220 acres and 1 perch, was 
purchased by the former Joint Committee in 1941 for 
£19,500. It was subject to an annual tithe rent of 
£7 14s. 6d. A sum of £25,743 nett was recovered as 
insurance on part of the mansion destroyed by fire imme
diately following the purchase of the estate. The estate 
was acquired on the 31st August, 1945, by the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health and re-assigned 
by him to the Board on the 1st October, 1947, in con
sideration of a payment of £185 5s. Od., which amount 
had been expended by the Minister in redemption of the annual tithe rent. 

I will submit this recommendation to the Board at its 
meeting on the 17th December, and, in accordance with 

ection 83 of the Local Government Act, 1946, I am 
sending this formal notice of the proposal by post to each member of the Board. . 

P. J. HERNON, 
Dublin City and County Manager, 
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To each Member of the 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital Board . 

Order. Proposed by }Ir. John Cahill, seconded by Coun
cillor William Lawless: " That the Manager's Report be 
approved and adopted." Passed unanimously. 

MANAGER'S REPORT TO BOARD. 

11th December, 1953. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Board's 
Hospitals on 8th instant was:-

In Grangegorman 
In Portrane 

a compared with:-
8th December, 1952 

th December, 1951 
8th December, 1950 

th December, 1949 

Males 

869 
861. 

1730 

1643 
15 5 
1597 
1553 

Females 

1249 
777 

2026 

1976 
1.93 
1949 
1921 

Total 

21.18 
1638 

3756 

3619 
3523 
3546 
3474 

thi Y ar' number being 137 mol'e thau on the corre pond
ing dnt Ia y nr nnd 2 2 more thnn on fhp corre poncling 
l1 in 19·19. 

2. Th g nernl condition of thP Board's Ito pita] is 
r rl d by the Chief R.:\1. . and the Acting Branch 
R.. f . · to be ~ nti factory nnd the health of the putien 
normal. There were no ~a e of zvmotic disea e amongst 
pa ient during he pa t month, • 
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3. On the 26th ultimo male patient J. H. (1844), aged 
75 years, collapsed when he was sitting down to dinner at 
Grangegorman. He was attended to immediately by a. 
medical officer but died within a few minutes. The Coroner 
was notified but did not deem an inquest necessary. A post
mortem examination revealed the cause of death as coronary 
thrombosis. 

On the 4th instant female patient E. B . (6396), aged 41 
years, collapsed suddenly and died in No. 22A Division at 
Grangegorman. A post-mortem examination showed that 
death was due to natural causes and the Coroner dia not 
deem an inquest necessary. 

4. W. K. (6369), a male liberty patient at Grangegorman, 
escaped on the 27th ultimo. He was recaptured on the ).st 
instant. 

P. F. (6092), a male liberty patient, escaped from Grange
gorman on the 27th ultimo and has not yet been recaptured. 

J . 1-IcG. (6553), a male liberty patient, escaped from No. 
9 Division at Grangegorman on the 1st instant and has not 
since been recaptured. 

Female patient E. H. (6324) was missed from Grange
gorman on the afternoon of the 15th ultimo. She was 
brought back to the Hospital at 6.30 p.m. the same evening 
and stated that she got out by a door which was open. There 
was a nurse standing at the door letting visitors out. The 

hief R.l\1. . does not attribute any negligence to this nurse 
n • owing to the number of visitors leaving the hospital and 
the fact that most patients wear their own clothe<>, it is 
difficult to distinguish patients from visitors. 

Female patient E. K. (5917) was found to be missing at 
tea time on the 3rd in tant. She was seen in Manor Stree~ 



Board Meeting 340 17th December, 1953 

by one of the domestic staff, who brought her back to the 
hospital. The Chief R.M.S. is inquiring into the circum
stances of this patient's escape. 

5. On the 22nd ultimo male patients J. B . (4408) and 
F. L. (4792), both liberty patients at Portrane, failed to 
return at supper time. They have since been recaptured 
and brought back to the hospital. 

6. Accidents to Patients (Grangegorman) .-On the 1st 
instant male patient W. J. P. (8257) accidentally slipped 
and fell in a dayroom and sustained a compound dislocation 
of the right thumb. He received treatment from a Visiting 
Surgeon. 

On the 3rd instant female patient C. McC. (5379) was 
found running towards the back wall of the female grounds. 
Her knee were bleeding and both ankles were swollen. She 
was X-rayed the following day and no bone injury was dis
closed. The Chief R.1I. . is inquiring into the circumstances 
under which this patient made her way on to the grounds. 

On the 16th ultimo female patient B. K. (28220) had a 
petit mal attack and fell to the floor, sustaining a fracture 
of the right heel bone. 

On the 16th ultimo female patient B. I. (5002) slipped 
nnd fell on the toilet floor und sustained a crack fracture of 
the left nnkl . The hief R.:\L . ha given in!ltruction that 
toile floors must be kep clenn nnd dry. 

On h lOth ultimo femnle pntient .. :\I. (!34 64) wa 
hro ·n to h dormitorv floo1· hv nnothPr patient ond eli · 

1 d join of h r i~dex fing~r. 
On h 15 h ul imo female pati nt . M. (5719) broke u 

P n of gl nd u uined a de p cut on her rif7ht wri t. 
· ll he e c· . s re progre . ing favourably and the 

accid nt have been duly reported to the Minister for Heal h, 
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7. Accidents to Patients (Portrane).-Dn the 6th ultimo 
male patient :\I. J . K. (1055) was one of a party of patients 
working in the park adjoining the sea. Without warning or 
provocation he attacked another patient, striking him with 
a manure fork. He then rushed towards the sea followed 
by Male Nurse John Keane, who was in charge of the party. 
The patient jumped into the sea and cause<l abrasions to his 
face in doing so. Nurse Keane followed him and prevented 
him from reaching deep water. The patient and the nurse 
were rescued by other members of the staff and when taken 
from the sea they were in a very exhausted condition. The 
Acting Branch R.M.S. reports tha£ Nurse Keane acted with 
promptitude and resourcefulness and •that he saved the 
patient's life at the risk of his own. 

8. AccidentS' to Staff (Grangegorman).-On the 29th 
ultimo a patient accidentally stood on Nurse M. M. 's great 
toe. Her toe was X-rayed and she has been off duty since 
the 5th instant. 

Nurse U. M. G. was off duty from the 1st to the 3rd 
instant with a scalded right arm sustained when she 
accidentally knocked against another uurse who was carrying 
a bowl of hot tea. 

Other minor accidents to members of the nursing staff 
occurred which did not necessitate ~heir going off duty. 

9. Accidents to Staff (Portrane).-Temporary Attendant 
M:. ~1. was off duty from the 7th to the 12th ultimo as a 
result of a fall when on duty. 

Nurse A. C. was off duty on the 6th ultimo, having had 
her hair pulled by a patient. 

~emporary Nurse J. W. was struck on the left eye by a 
patient and was off duty from the 16th to the 19th ultimo. 

Other minor accidents to members of the nursing staff 
were reported which did not necessitate their going off duty. 
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10. I have authorised the usual Christmas extras for 
patients and staff and gratuities for working patients. An 
extra cinema performance will be given in each hospital 
around Christmas. 

11 . At its last meeting the Board requested the Chief 
R.M.S. to submit proposals for the training of juvenile 
patients. He reports that there are 21 male patients under 
1_8 years of age in Portrane, most of whom are almost 
uneducable but some of whom would benefit by educ!ltional 
therapy. He has recommended that a male nurse should 
undertake the education of these children and, for tha£ pur
pose, that the nurse be given an opportunity of visiting 
institutions for mentally defective children with a view to 
studying the methods used there. I have approved of this 
recommendation. 

It will be remembered that the Minister for Health 
approved in principle the establishment of a special division 
for juveniles in Portrane. The Board's Architect is prepar
ing o. scheme for the conversion of the disused laundry block 
at No. 10 Division for this purpose. 

12. Fifteen tenders (in the form of Schedule of Rates) 
have been received for the building work in the two new 
100-bed unit at Portrane. Eight tenders were received for 
the h ing and water service in tallations and eight tenders 

1 ctricul in tullation in thi buifding. 11 the e 
ur a pr nt und r exumination and it is hoped 

b con r ct will be plac d ut an eo.rly date. 

13. 'fh Bo rd' At-chit ct hu completed the working 
dr in · for h r con truction of No. 4 Divi ion temporary 
buildin a~ Grmgegorman, which i being carried out by 
dir ct labour. The old building ba been demolished and the 
founda ion of th new truct-ure are being laid. 
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14. 'rho Board's ArchitecL has reported that the upper 
floors of Porhane House show infestation by wood-worm. 
He anauged with Professor Bayley-Butler to examine the 
building to determine the extent of the infestation and 
recommend suitable treatment and also to see whether there 
was evidence of other timber disea~e. 

Professor Bayley-Butler's preliminary report indicates 
that, a~:>. well as wood-worm, other diseases a-re apparent. 
The Architect understands that none of these are of a serious 
nature and that they can be cured at little cost. I have 
approved in principle of the engagement of a specialist firm 
to treat the wood-work and l have requested the Architect 
to submit a full report on the matter and an estimate of the 
cost of treatment. 

15. On 23rd ultimo a letter was received from the Depart
ment of Health expressing regret for the delay in dealing 
with the proposals submitted for the installation of new 
steam boilers at Portrane. The Department has promised 
to have the existing plant inspected without delay and to 
convey their views on the proposals within a month. 

16. On 27th ultimo Mr. John Keane had a discussion with 
the Board's Architect, the Chief R.M.S. and the Branch 
R.M. · on the question of providing additional accommod
ation for female nurses at Portrane. In view of the additional 
staff which will be required for the new buildings, it was 
necessary to reconsider the original proposal to construct a 
mall xten ion to the nw·ses' home. It was agreed a~ the 

discus ion thnt it would be necessa1·y to provide additional 
re idential accommodation for 64 nurses as welT as a senior 
nurses' recreation room and the Architect was instructed to 
prepare and submit a suitable scheme. 

17. The Board's Architect has completed the working 
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drawings for the new Female Visiting Hall at Grangegorman 
and the Quantity Surveyor bas been instructed to prepare a 
Bill of Quantities. 

18. The Estimates Meeting of the Board must be held on 
Thursday, 14th January, and I would recommend that the 
Monthly Meeting of the B oard be brought forward by one 
week to that date and that, as usual, a meeting of the B oard 
(sitting as a Committee of the Whole Board) be· held on 
Thursday, 7th January, to consider the draft estimates. 

P. J. HERNO , 
Dublin City Manager. 

MANAGER'S SUPPLEME~TAL REPORT TO BOARD. 
l'lth December, 1953. 

19. 'ince 14th ultimo 59 male and 41 female patients were 
admitted, total 100. Ninety-five of these were chargeable 
patients, of whom 46 were Temporary, 22 were Voluntary 
nd 27 were Person of Unsound Mind. Two Private 

Voluntary Patient were admitted and three patients were 
received under ection 2 of the Mental Treatment Act, 
1945. 

20. The hi f R.M. . enquired carefully into the escapes 
on the ard in tant of female patient E. K. (591,7) and 

· • Ic . Ca7{)), which w re ref ned to in Paragraph 4 and 
of m\ r por of the 11th iu tan . 
In the cn. of h. K. , h hn come to th couclu ion that Lb r mu · ha · b n 

Th h rg • ur had b n culled awn from the ward to 
ccomp ny h In p c or of !ental Hospitals through No. 

15 Dormitory, nd the Chief R.M. . has been unable to 
place re pon 'bility on any individual nur e for leaving the 
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door open. He has interviewed all the nurses concerned 
and has given them a stern warning as to fhe necessity for 
meticulously observing the rules about locking all doors. 

In the case of C . McC., it seems clear that the patient 
succeeded in getting through the top portion of window of 
a room on the first floor which was being used for painting 
beds. The patient was attached to the Occupational Therapy 
Department and, as the rooms in that department become 
stuffy, it is the custom to leave open the doors leading on to 
the corridor; but the doors out of the corridor are, of course, 
locked. The Chief R.M.S. believes that the patient climbed 
to the top of a window by means of a bedstead, that she got 
through the aperture between the window and the frame 
and attempted to lower herself to the ground from the 
window sill. Apparently the patient slipped and fell, causing 
slight injury to her knees and fracturing one of the bones 
of her right foot. 

Some years ago instructions were given that stops should 
he put in all windows so that they could not be opened 
sufficiently to permit a patient's body passing through. It 
appears that the precaution taken in regard to this particular 
window was not sufficient, and the 'Chief R.M.S. has 
instructed the Clerk of Works to inspect an these windows 
again with a view to ascertaining whether there are any 
others which require attention. 

The Chief R.M.S . is of opinion that no blame can be 
attached to the nurse in charge of the Occupational Therapy 
Department, but he bas impressed upon her the necessity 
1or very close observation of the patients under her care. 

21.' WiTh reference to the Inspection at Grangegorman 
earned out by Councillors James Andrews and William J . 
Colman and Mr. William Chase on the 20th October, I have 
to report:-
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I tent ( i) The plot referred to is being attended to by 
the Gardener, who intends to lay it out as a flower-bed. 

Item ( ii ) The Clerk of Works discussed with the 
members of the Building Committee the difficulties met 
with in clearing the rubbish dumps. The rubbish is 
collected by the Dublin Corporation Cleansing Depart
ment, who have requested that in future open-top bins 
be provided sufficient to hold all the material that is to 
be cleared. The Clerk of \\' orks is not entirely satisfied 
about thi proposal , and he is going into the matter 
further. 

Items ( iii ) and ( uiii ) The provision for painting in the 
<lraft Estimate for the coming year has been increased 
from £1,500 to £3,000. The Special Building Commit
tee has recommended that it be incremled further to 
£5,000. I would uggest that this is a matter which 
might be con ide1 ed when the general estimate i being 
examined by the E timates Committee. When the 
precise amount bas been determined the Clerk of Works 
can draw up and submit for approval a complete 
chedule of the painting programme for 1954/ 55. 

Item ( v ) Th untidy condition of the fitter 's shop, to 
which the Vi iting Member referred, wa due to the 
fact that alter tions had ju t been completed around it. 
The Clerk of Works is engaged at pre ent in changing 
the po ition of the crewing machine, removing the 
ov rb d driv for the lathe to an inner room, and 
r l' iring th ttoor. H b lieves that when this has 
b n don th !!hop will be in good ordet·. The forge 
fir i now b ing opernt d out ide. 

Item (vi) The ' lerk of Works i examining the 
u ge ·tion hat hose pipe be provided for No. 24 

ki .ch n and h i · baviun the floor repair· carried out. 
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22. I have accepted ~he tender of Messrs. M. and P. 
Hanlon, Ltd., for the supply of turkeys for Christmas 
.dinners at 2/IO!d. per lb. delivered Grangegorman and 
Portrane. 

23. Mr. Aloysius Doyle, Deputy Head Male Nurse at 
Grangegorman, has retired from the Board's service, ·on 
attaining the age limit, after 44 years ' service. I feel sure 
the Board will wish to record its appreciation of the long 
.and excellent service given by Mr. Doyle. 

P. J. HERNON, 
Dublin City and Coun ty Ma nager .. 

Orders made thereon:-

Par. 7. Proposed by Councillor Gilbert Hughes, seconded 
by Councillor E. Timmons: '' That the Board records its 
.appreciation of the courage and resourcefulness shown by 
Male Nurse John Keane in rescuing the patient M. J. K . 
(1055). '' Passed unanimously. 

Arising out of this paragraph, the Chief Clerk was asked 
whether any reply had been received to the request made to 
the Department of Health for the Minister 's findings on the 
Sworn Inquiry held at Portrane on the 28th October into 
the circumstances of the death of female patient A. L. (No. 
30). On being informed that no reply had been received, the 
~embers of the Board expressed great concern at the delay 
lD dealing with this matter, particularly in view of the fact 
thut u nurse had been under uspension for over two months. 

Par. 12. Special meeting of the Buildino Committee to 
be held on 21st January next. 0 

Par. 14. Proposed by Mr. T. O'Reilly, seconded by Mr. 
J .. Jones: " That the members of the Special Building Com
mi ttee meet at Portrane on Tue day, 22nd December, at 12 
noon, to inspect Portrane House and submit a recom-
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mendation as to whether the Board should proceed with the· 
scheme of conversion." Passed unanimously. 

Par. 18. Approved. 
Par. 23. Proposed by Mr. T. P. O'Reilly, seconded by 

Councillor \Y. J. Colman: ' ' That the Board records its 
appreciation of the long and satisfactory service given by 
Mr. Aloysius Doyle, Deputy Head Male Nurse, and wishes 
him -health and prosperity in his retirement." 

TEMPORARY PATIENTS. 
The Chief R.M.S. reported that, as a result of Habeas. 

Corpus proceedings taken by temporary patient J. A. D. 
(6189), the Pre ident of the High Court had directed the 
patient to be di charged on the 30th November, on the 
grounds that the Reception Order had not been signed by 
the hief R.M. . personally. The administrative difficulties. 
which arose from this decision were being removed by a 
speci l amendment to the Mental Treatment Act, 1.945, 
which, it w expected, would be enacted that week. 

ORRE PONDENCE. 
L tter dated 11th December from the Irish Women 
orkers' Union enclo ing copy of a letter and statement 

forw rded ch member of the Board on the same dat& 
bout condition in To. 10 Divi ion at Portrane. 
Onl r. R 1d . 

. U . RR Y, 
Chief L r1,;. 

E. TIMMONS, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.B. 

Falt:tnte.r, Dublin. 
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Report No. 194. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 

Board. 

RE 1954-55 ESTIMATE AND DEMAND. 

The accompanying tables regarding the calculation . of the 

sums set out in the statutory estimate and demand of the 

Board are furnished for the information of members of the 

Board, but these tables do not form an integral portion of the 
statutory estimate and demand. 
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TABLE 1. . ~Showing 'he Dally Average Number of Patienta reaiden' in the Hospital from each County from 1930. 
S'OB·DIVlSION OF HO&l'ITAL 

DISTRICT 

Year ended -------- Criminal Non- ToTn 
City Co. Co. Co. Lunatics District 
of 

Dublin Wick· Louth Dublin low 
~ 

31 Mar. 1930 ... 2,183 781 ~99 331 71 - 3,665 

.. 1931 . .. 2,217 796 296 329 73 - 3,711 . 1932 . .. 2,576 «4 310 334 75 - 3,739 

.. 1933 . .. 2,601 461 313 341 77 - 3,793 

.. 1934 . .. 2,683 474 322 249 79 - 3,807 

.. 1936 . .. 2,718 487 317 I 75 - 3,598 

.. 1936 . .. 2,715 499 320 - 72 - 3,606 

.. 1937 ... 2,726 494 331 - 71 - 3,622 

.. 1938 . .. 2,700 503 323 - 71 - 3,597 .. 1939 . .. 2,737 518 324 - 69 3 3,651 .. 1~ . .. 2,728 520 314 - 70 10 3,W .. 1941 . .. 2,760 516 312 - 66 4 3,658 .. 1942 . .. 2,703 604 306 - 66 7 3,686 

" 1943 ... 2,684 "' 284 - 62 6 3,410 .. 19« . .. 2,601 4o63 280 - 56 3 3,293 

• 1946 . .. J.W7 460 272 - 57 4 3,290 

" lNG ... 2,681 .as 279 - 56 8 3,331 .. 1a.7 . .. 1,1127 477 2 1 - 53 14 3,362 .. 1 . .. 2,468 9 287 - 65 33 3,3 2 .. I . .. !.52 476 291 - " 22 8,J66 . 1 . .. 2,577 493 306 - 60 16 3,«1 .. 1861 ... li,M1 493 322 - 49 19 3,624 
1 ... 2,633 606 330 - 60 16 3,633 .. 168 ... 2.691 628 I 334 - 61 16 3,620 _....._=} 7 ...... 2,828 602 aa.o..oa..liN 139 - 49 u 3,732 



TABLE 2. 

SUMMARY OF ESTIMATE AND DEMAND. 

Present Last 
Estimate, Estimate, 
1954-55 1953-54 

£ £ 
Estimated Debit Balance at commencement 

of year ... ... . .. ... - -Estimated Expenditure as per Table 3 ... 725,420 682,270 

725,420 682,270 WI Estimated Receipts other than for 
Paying Patients from contributing areas ... 34,500 33,950 

£690,920 648,320 

£ £ Estimated Credit Balance at commencement 
of year ... . .. . .. . .. 12,742 2,831 Estimated Receipts from Paying Patients 
from contributing arrears ... . .. 39,500 35,500 

£52,242 £38,331 

Dnnam!o11 BBma AKomrr OF NET DI.un ... . .. ... . .. £638,678 £609,989 
Net Increase ... ... . .. £28,689 

~-----~---......... --



TABLE 3.-EXPENDITURE. 

AetutJ Actual Actual Present Last Comparison EJ:pend iture, EJ:penditure, Expenditure, He&d of Service. Estimate Estimate 1960-61 1961-62 19:S2-IS3 1954-55 1953-54 Increase Decrease 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 106,404 109,761 126,736 Food, Drink a.nd Toba.cco ... ... 141,000 126,000 15,000 -62,660 67,813 71,904 Fa.rm EJ:P6nses ... . .. ... 81,200 74,300 6,900 -2,8:s1 2,244 2,293 Ma.teria.ls for Washing or Cleansing ... 2,500 2,500 - -9,293 8,739 7,354 Medicines .. . .. . ... 6,000 7,000 - 1,000 61!,745 79,388 69,217 Heating, Li~hting a.nd Water Supply ... 61,000 67,000 - 6,000 33,405 48,519 38,271 Clothing a.n Bedding .. . .. . 42,000 39,000 3,000 -10,862 6,776 7,432 Furniture, Crockery a.nd Ha.rdwa.re ... 10,000 7,500 2,500 -3,894 7 ,S:Sl 2,794 Medical a.nd Surgical Appliances ... 2,500 3,000 - 500 209,38:s 231,899 241,535 Sa.la.ries a.nd Wages ... ... 269,500 264,250 5,250 -37,420 34,102 36,377 Supera.nnuPtionR .. . .. . .. . 35,500 37,000 - 1,500 15,399 20,382 22,8:s2 Structural Alterations, repairs a.nd main-

• 
tena.nce ... ... ... . .. 23,320 22,720 600 -2,424 3,139 3,148 Stationery, Printing and Advertising .. . 3,000 3,000 - -4,496 3,993 4,131 Rents, Rates, Taxes a.nd Insurances ... 4,500 4,500 - -413 537 345 Re.afforesta.tion of Portra.ne ... 200 200 - -7,031 7,919 8,661 ?tfisoellaneous Expenses . .. .. . 11,000 8,200 2,800 -12,971 13,932 13,273 Loan Charges . .. .. . .. . 32,000 16,000 16,000 -226 120 309 Maintenance in Other Menta.! Hospitals . .. 200 100 100 -

£584,779 £647,114 £646,532 TOTAL REVENUE EXPENDITURE ... £725,420 £682,270 £43,150 -



- - ··· ------ -- -- - - ---- -- -

TABLE 4-RECEIPTS. 

Actual Actual Actual Present Last I Comparison. 
Receipts, Receipts, Receipts, Estimate Estimate 
1950-51 1951-52. 1952-53 1954-55 1953-54 Increase Decrease 

£ £ £ RECEIPTS FOR PAYING PATIENTS:- £ £ £ .£ 
27,293 29,992 29,802 (a) City of Dublin Account ... 29,500 27,000 2,500 -
7,034 7,523 7,466 (b) Co. Dublin Account ... . .. 7,000 6,000 1,000 -
2.560 2,702 3,758 (c) Co. Wicklow Account ... . .. 3,000 2,500 500 -

36,887 40,217 41,026 TOTAL FOR PATIENTS FROM CONTRIBUTING 
AREA ... ... ... . .. 39,500 35,500 4,000 -

3,404 3,619 3,745 (d) Criminal Lunatic Service Patients 3,500 3,500 - - Ql 

3,872 4,333 5,071 (e) Criminal Lunatics ... . .. 5,000 5,000 - -
2,561 2,823 2,978 (/) Non-District Patients ... ... 2,500 2,500 - -

46,724 6'0,992 52,820 TOTAL FOR PAYING PATIENTS ... 50,500 46,500 4,000 -
12,653 7,389 8,549 Farm Account Sales ... 8,000 8,000 - -

192 296 578 Sale of Offal and Old Stores ... 400 200 200 -
7'14 531 816 Interest Allowed by Treasurer ... - - - -
509 216 358 Miscellaneous Receipts ... ... 200 150 50 -

8,334 9,627 9,569 Superannuation Contributions 9,800 9,500 300 -
5,034 11,400 11,339 Deductions from Salaries and Wages 5,100 5,100 - -. 

£74,120 £74,461 £78,029 TOTAL ... ... £74,000 £69,45()- £4,550 -
' --
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TABLE 5. 

Apportionment of Estimate and Demand for 1954-55 and Comparison with last Estimate. 

City of County County TOTALS 
Dublin Dublin Wicklow 

£ £ £ £ ESTIMATED DEBIT BALANCES AT 
31sT MARcH, 1954 639 639 

ESTIMATED EXPF.NDITUBE 1954-55 ... 559,141 99,253 67,026 725,420 

559,780 99,253 67,026 726,059 
Leu-Receipts for Service Patients, 

Criminal Lunatics, :Non-District 
Patients and Other Miscellaneous 
Rennue Receipts 26,592 4,720 3,188 34,500 

NET DEBITS 533,188 94,533 63,838 691,559 

&TilU.TED EDIT BALANCE AT 31 T )WCH, 1954 10,418 2,963 13,3 1 E>timatOO Receipt for Patients 
cm.lit I dire t to Contributing 

39,500 
unciw for 19.>4-55 29,500 7,000 3,000 
~·rr REl>l 29,500 17,418 5,963 52, 1 

•ET D&liAND 
57, 75 113 ,67 .·o, Ul53·54 55,385 609,9 

lncreaae Increaao PARI 
£2,400 £2 ,6 
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TABLE 6 

BASIS OF APPORTIONMENT OF EXPENSES. 

Extract from Mental Treatment Act, 1945. 
Section 43 (4) . "Where a mental hospital district 

consists of a county borough and one or more admin
istrative counties, the sum required to defray the expenses 
incurred by the mental hospital authority for the district 
during every year ending on the 31st day of March shall 
be supplied by the corporation of such borough and the 
council of such county or the councils of such counties 
severally in proportion to the net cost of maintenance, 
determined by the prescribed method, of the chargeable 
patients from ~heir respective functional areas main
tained by the mental hospital authority during such 
year, and the proportionate part of that sum of such 
council of a county or of each such coundl of a county 
shall be raised by means of the poor rate equally over 
the whole of the county." 

The net cost of maintenance of the chargeable patients is 
determined in accordance with the provisions of Article 105 
of the Public Bodies Order, 1946. 

It is impossible to determine in advance the average 
nu~bers who will actually be chargeable against each county 
durmg the ensuing financial year and for the purpo~ of 
apportioning the estimate and demand the latest available 
fig~e are taken as a bash!, viz., the average numbers 
res1dent during the seven months ended 31st October, 1953, 
which were as follows :-

City of Dublin •.• 
County Dublin 
County Wioklow 

2,828 
502 
339 

"Excluding non·dlatrict p:t.tlents, and crlmlnal lunatiCI. 

On tl_Us ba is the following table shows the ratio in which 
th.e e~hmated expenses are apportioned against each con. 
tnbutmg county compared with la.~t year :-

City of Dublin ... 
County Dublin ... 
County Wicklow 

1954-55 1953-M Compariaon 
Estimate Estimate lncreaee I>eoreue 
77.078~ 75.783~ 1.295'l~ 
13.682~ 14.790~ 

9.240~ 9.427~ 

1.108~ 

·187~ 
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TABLE 7. 

DETAILS OF ESTIMATE FOR REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS, ETC. 

Materiala (only) for ordinary maintenance ofbuildinga, plant and machinery, and for etructural and engineering repair&:-

GBANGBOOBJIU 

POBT&Al'IB 

Provi.eion for special worke, aa detailed at foot :-

G:BANGEGOBIIAlf 

POBT&Al'IB 

Corre.ponding amount in 1963/64 ... 

£ 
2,1100 

2,1100 

9,880 

8,,40 

23,320 

22,720 

£600 
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GRANGEGORMAN. 

PROVISION FOR SPECIAL WoRKS DURING 1954/55. 

(1) Internal and external painting 

(2) Redecoration of employees' houses 

(3) External pointing -

(4) Roof repairs 

(5) Farm repairs: carts, vans and buildings 

(6) Annual cleaning of heating boilers and boilerhouses 

(7) Repairs to concrete paths 

(8) Road re-surfacing 

(9) Plastering repairs ... 

(10) Plumbing repairs (temporary plumber and helper) 

(II) Engineering repairs (temporary fitter and helper) 

(12) Electrical repairs and alterations (temporary electrician) 

(13) Sooting and cleaning boiler, economiser and bakery oven 

flues 

(14) New scullery annexes, Marne Villas 

•(15) Alterations to coal yard, Female house 

(16) Redecoration of Clerk of Works' Office and new furnishings 

(17) St. Anne's Ward (div. 22a): repairing ceiling, redecoration 

and provision of floor covering •.. 

(18) Repairs to heating pipes in Nos. I and 6 division dayrooms 

and Sick Nurses' Hospital 

(19) Floor replacement and ceiling renewal, toilet and stores, 

No. 27 division 

(20) Provision for contingencies ..• 

£ 

3,000 

350 

500 

250 

250 

75 

150 

600 

400 
200 
200 
250 

400 
400 
250 

85 

150 

170 

200 
2,000 

... £9, 

Corresponding am 1953/M FAtimaU!s ••• £11,3 

• Carried forward from 1953/M. 
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PORTRANE. 

PROVISION FOR SPECIAL WoRKS DURING 1954/55. 

(1) Internal and External Painting 
(2) Reflooring dininghalls, Nos. 9 and 11 Divisions 
(3) Plastic covering to tables No. 9 Division 
(4) Alterations to General Stores to provide "Empties Bay" (5) Reconstruction and refitting stage dressing rooms 
(6) Replacing 20 washbasins, No. 9 male division . .. 
(7) Extension to carpenter's shop and construction of store ... (8) Provision of 20 steel lockers for Male Divisions 
(9) Construction of sanitary annexe, General Dininghall (10) Installation of screens to Nos. l male and 2 female divisions ( 11) Resurfacing roads and paths 

(12) Repairs to roofs and cleaning gutters 
(13) Cleaning boilers and septic tanks 
(14) Construction of 25' x 9' propagating house for Gardens ... (15) Installation of 300' x 4N heating pipes to gardens 
(16) Extension to heating boilerhouse in gardens 
(17) Alterations to farm office 
(18) Alterations to byre for piggery 
(19) Extension to food preparation house for piggery 
(20) Concreting roadway to silo, Turvey farm 
(21) Construction of implement shed, Ballymastone farm (22) Fitting extra support to silo store 
(23) Potato washing machine for Piggery ... 
(24) Replacing sinks, No. 8 Male Division 
(25) Provision for contingencies ... 

£ 

2,280 

400 

100 

400 

100 

140 

50 

150 

450 

180 

220 

100 

250 

100 

130 

70 

110 
80 

150 

40 

240 

30 

50 

120 

2,500 

TOTAL . .. £8,440 

Co~nding amount in 1953/54 Estimates •.. £8,340 
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TABLE 8. 
DETAILS OF "MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES." 

Present Last 
Estimate, Estimate 

1954-55 1953-54 

Outdoor Sports and Pastimes 
Indoor Games and Amusements 
Excursions 
Newspapers and Periodicals-Grangegorman 

Do. Portrane 
Library Books and Pictures 
Cinematograph Performances 
Postage 
Telephone Service (including Telegrams)

Grangegorman 
Do. Portrane 

Maintenance Contracts, Internal Tele
phones 

Extermination of Rats 

£ £ 
1,000 1,000 

50 50 
350 
500 
300 
50 

1,000 
500 

850 
250 

650 
50 

250 
450 
250 
50 

500 
350 

540 
120 

660 
40 

Provision for Hospital and Sanatorium charges 1,200 720 
G. N. Railway. Omnibus subsidy 400 400 
Regulating Clocks, Weighing Machines, 

Musical Instruments, etc. 270 270 
Buriala 100 50 
Travelling Expenses of Committee and Staff, 

Expenses of transfer of Patients to and 
from Portrane, allowances to Discharged 
Patients, Expenses Recapturing Escaped 
Patients, and Ca.sh Gratuities to Special 
Working Patients . . . . . . 

Law Costs (ordinary) .. 
Sundry Purchases, including Church Requi

rements, which cannot be classified under 
ordinary heads of expenditure 

Window Cleaning, Grangegorman 
Stamp duty on Paying Orders 
Collection of Refuse 
Repairs to radios 

TOTAL 

1,500 1,200 
50) 300 

500 500 
300 160 
300 240 
100 100 
230 

£10,950 £8,200 
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TABLE 9. 
Table showing Daily Average Number of Patients Resident, and Average Annual Expenditure " per patient " for last ten years . 

AvERAGE Daily .ANNUAL EXPENDITURE Average ''PER PATIENT" Year Number 
of Excluding Including Patients Repayment Repayment Resident of Loans of Loans 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
1943--44 3,293 101 6 0 109 9 7 
1944-45 3,290 105 14 10 ll3 6 8 
1945-46 3,331 109 16 5 II5 18 6 
1946-47 3,352 109 3 6 II5 0 5 
1947-48 3,302 147 II 0 152 19 2 
1948-49 3,366 145 17 2 150 12 7 
1949-50 3,441 139 311 143 0 2 
1950-51 3,524 154 9 9 158 3 4 
1951-52 3,533 172 II 7 176 10 5 
1952-53 3,620 167 19 5 171 12 9 

Last 
Estimate 
1953-54 3,620 177 14 3 182 2 8 
Present 

Estimate 3,750 178 12 11 187 3 7 

The ~verage expenditure per patient is based on the grOBS Ravonnn Espeodi~ure of each year, less receiph from farm and garden sales, old ato:w and miacellaneoU8 reoeipb. ~ arriTiog a~ ame no deduction is mac:i ... in respect of reoeipb for payinJ pa&ienta, .. Mrrioe patieote " 01 criminal lunatics. 
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T.ABLE 10. 
Comp&rieon of Proposed Net Demand with the .Actual Demands on Each County Council since 1933-34, 

City County 
Dublin Dublin 

£ £ 
1933-34 (Actual Demand) 126,761 22,705 

1934-35 .. 116,736 21,003 

1936-36 
" 

128,351 22,767 

1936-37 " 
140,294 26,229 

1937-38 " 
152,264 25,375 

1938-39 " 
166,342 31,779 

1939-40 " 
172,207 32,992 

1940-41 " 
200,544 39,019 

1941-42 " 
224,090 39,974 

1Q4.2-43 " 
218,450 40,006 

1943-44 " 
292,426 51,632 

1944-45 " 260,753 46,336 

1945-46 " 
260,456 45,020 

1946-47 
i 

.. 259,100 47,124 

1947-48 I 
" 

319,618 61,909 

1948-49 ~ " 
367,492 71,051 

1949-50 " 
403,849 73,716 

1950-51 " 
350,423 66,707 

1951-52 " 
433,013 76,234 

1952-53 " 
448,353 87,959 

1953-54 .. 465,347 89,257 

1954-55 Proposed Demand 503,688 77,115 
(a) Average for 7 months ended 31st October, 1953. 
(b) Eatimated Averarze for Financial Year 1954-55. 

County 
Total 

D~~int::·~r 
Wicklow Patients Resident 

£ £ 
15,859 165,325 3,807 

14,027 151.766 3,598 

15,220 166,338 3,606 

16,821 183,344 3,622 

19,937 197,576 3,597 

20,203 218,324 3,651 

21,206 226,405 3,642 

22,782 262,345 3,658 

25,434 289,489 3,586 

25,334 283,790 3,410 

31,131 375,189 3,293 

31,093 338,182 3,290 

27,985 333,461 3,331 

31,602 337,826 3,352 

35,239 416,766 3,302 

45,835 484,378 9,366 

48,061 525,626 3,441 

41,949 459,079 3,524 

52,180 561,427 3,533 

62,715 599,027 3,620 

55,385 609,989 3,732 (a) 

57,875 638,678 3,750 (b) 

.
c..::> 
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