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Increase in alcohol hand rub use indicates rise in hand 
hygiene activity  

The alcohol hand rub surveillance initiative was set up in July 2007 by the HSE in conjunction with the acute 
public hospitals as an indicator of hand hygiene compliance. The data collected represents the total volume 
of alcohol-based hand rub used per hospital per year/quarter, excluding that used for pre-operative surgical 
“scrub”. Hospital activity data in the form of  bed days used, obtained from the HSE Performance Monitoring 
Unit (PMU), is used to calculate the rate of alcohol-based hand rub usage per hospital. The rate of usage per 
hospital is calculated as the total volume of hand rub consumed (in litres) per 1,000 bed days used, and is 
used as the main indicator to differentiate the hospitals. 

All 49 acute HSE hospitals are currently submitting data on alcohol hand rub consumption on a quarterly 
basis to the HPSC. Figure 1 shows the national distribution of the alcohol hand rub consumption rate from 
2006 to 2009 with the national median highlighted in red. There is a gradual increase in the national median 
rate of hand rub consumption over this period with a 43% increase from 2006 to 2007, a 25% increase from 
2007 to 2008 and a 13% increase from 2008 to 2009. Overall there was a two-fold increase in the national 
consumption rate from 2006 to 2009. 

 

NOTE:The vertical line connects the minimum (5th percentile) and maximum (95th percentile) values for each time period and 
the box highlights the middle fifty percent of the national data. This data includes public acute hospitals of 
all types with no adjustment for case-mix or hospital function. Data for the 2009 
period is provisional.

This surveillance project provides a national overview of the consumption of alcohol hand rub in acute public 
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hospitals in Ireland. Due to many limitations of the data, it is not valid to compare consumption rates across 
hospitals as each hospital’s rate has its own inherent biases. These rates however can be used as a 
baseline from which future hand hygiene activity levels can be compared both from within each hospital and 
on a national scale. Because the data are standardised, they do allow hospitals to monitor trends in their 
own data over time. Please see the HPSC website here for more information on the alcohol hand rub 
surveillance project and the caveats associated with the data.            

Fidelma Fitzpatrick and Fiona Roche, HPSC                                                      
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