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Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

TO: Each Member o f t he Board . 

Community Care, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway 

20 th December, 1978. 

RE: Cho ice o f D o c t o r Scheme 
- A p p l i c a t i o n s f o r app rova l t o r e c r u i t m e n t o f 
A s s i s t a n t s w i t h a v iew t o P a r t n e r s h i p s . 

RE: I t e m No. 5 - Agenda, Board Meet ing t o be he ld on 2nd J a n u a r y , 1 9 7 9 . 

Dear Member, 

I e n c l o s e h e r e w i t h copy o f r e p o r t s f rom the Programme Manager, 
Community Care wh ich were cons ide red by the Community Care S tand ing 
Committee a t t h e i r m e e t i n g on Wednesday, 1 3 t h . December, 1978 , 
c o n c e r n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r app rova l f o r the appo in tment o f 
A s s i s t a n t s w i t h a v i ew t o p a r t n e r s h i p r e c e i v e d from the f o l l o w i n g 
d o c t o r s : 

( a ) D r . V i v i e n n e Brennan, A then ry , 

( b ) D r . A . M . F l y n n , L e t t e r f r a c k . 

( c ) D r . C. MacCuinneagain, An S p i d e a l . 

( d ) D r . N. McGarry , M i l l t o w n , 

( e ) D r . T . O 'Shea, Tur loughmore . 

The S t a n d i n g Commit tee recommended t h a t these a p p l i c a t i o n s be app roved . 

SIGNED: ^ W " ^ 
E. HANNAN, 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER. 

I * 
I 



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

0ur m c / 1 6 / 3 5 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 
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Community Care. 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway 

1 9 t h December, 1978 . 

To: Each member of t h e Community Care S t a n d i n g Committee 

Re: A p p l i c a t i o n from Dr .Viv ienne Brennan , A t h e n r y , Co. Galway -
f o r a p p r o v a l t o t he r e c r u i t m e n t of an A s s i s t a n t w i t h a 
v iew t o p a r t n e r s h i p , ( d . o . b . 1 s t F e b r u a r y , 19^3) 

Dear Member, 

I refer to discussion at meeting of Standing Committee on 23rd 
October last in connection with the above application. 

I have since discussed the matter with Dr. Brennan. Dr. Brennan 
feels the need to take on a partner because of the large practice 
area he has to deal with and because of the difficulty at times 
in getting locums at weekends or mid-week. The area extends from 
Craughwell on the west to about four miles on the far side of 
Gurteen on the east, a total distance of thirty-one miles. This 
area includes the town of Athenry where demands for general medical 
services are likely to arise at any time. He has a panel of 
about 2,100 patients and his wife, Dr. A.H. Brennan, has a panel 
of U62 patients. Even though Mrs. Brennan and himself work as a 
partnership, because of the heavy workload in the area which is 
based on a large town centre he considers it necessary and 
desirable that he be allowed to take on a third partner. 

As I consider it desirable that medical cover should be readily 
available at all times in an area like Athenry, I recommend 
that approval be granted to this application. 

S i g n e d : i^J 
P . McDaid, 

Programme Manager. 

AC 
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(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 
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Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Community Care. 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway 

19th. December, 1978. 

To: Each member of the Community Care Standing Committee. 

RE: Application from Dr. A. M. Flynn, Letterfrack, Co. Galway -
for approval to the recruitment of an Assistant with a view 
to partnership, (d.o.b. 16th February. 1913.1 

Dear Member, 

I refer to discussion of meeting of Standing Committee on 23rd, 
October last concerning the above application. 

This application has been disc 
Flynn's main reason for lookin 
to partnership is because he h 
isolated area. He experiences 
getting locums. Seldom can he 
year, he only gets week-ends o 
basis. He has a reasonably si 
of age the time is now opportu 
He has no particular applicant 
area is limited. 

ussed again with Dr. Flynn. Dr. 
g for an assistant with a view 
as to work single-handed in an 
great difficulties at times in 
take his full holidays in any 

r week day breaks on an irregular 
zed pane 1 (1460) and at 65 years 
ne for him to take on a partner. 
in mind. Private practice in the 

I would recommend that this application be approved. 

Signed; J /V>^ 
P. McDaid. 

—— m m 
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Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Ou, Ref: C / l 6 / 3 5 
(Please quote our ref. i n any reply) 

Community Care. 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway 

n 

19th December, 1978. 

I°J Each member of the Community Care Standing Committee. 

Re: Application from Dr. C. MacCuinneagain, An Spideal, 
Co. na Gaillimhe - for approval to the recruitment of an 
Assistant with a view to partnership, (d.o.b. l4th May, 1931.) 

Dear Member, 

I refer to the above application and to your discussion at meeting 
on 23rd October last thereon. 

This application has since been discussed with Dr. MacCuinneagain. 
Dr. MacCuinneagain has a very large panel - 3,l60 patients, and 
a very large practice area. It stretches from Derrycribh on the 
east to Glenicmurrin on the west, a distance of twenty-two miles, 
and from Spiddal on the south to Boliska, Lettermoss and Poll on 
the north, a distance of eight miles. 

His workload is very heavy and is increasing all the time. He 
has a good number of old people who are confined to their own 
homes, they do not always call him as they are aware that he is 
generally too busy, but he feels he should be able to give them 
the attention they need. In addition, during the Summer months 
the population almost doubles because of visitors to the area. 
Eight hundred children alone come to the area on holidays. As 
he is not acquainted with the case history of the visitors, he 
has to spend double the normal time in examining them and this 
adds considerably to his already heavy workload. 

He is forty-seven years of age and he feels that now is the correct 
time for him to get a partner and not in ten years time when he is 
too old and fixed in his ways. 

An additional doctor is needed in this area and I recommend that 
Dr. MacCuinneagain's application be granted. 

S i g n e d : 
P . McDaid, 

Programme Manager, 
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Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Re': 

Our Ref: C / l 6 / 3 5 
[Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Community Care, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway 

19th December, 1978, 

To: Each member of the Community Care Standing Committee. 

r 

% 

Re: A p p l i c a t i o n from Dr. N. McGarry, Mi l l town, Co. Galway -
f o r a p p r o v a l t o t he r e c r u i t m e n t of an A s s i s t a n t w i t h a 
view t o p a r t n e r s h i p . ( d . o . b . 9 t h F e b r u a r y . 1919) 

Dear Member, 

I refer to your discussion at meeting of Standing Committee on 
23rd October last concerning Dr. McGarry's application for the 
recruitment of an assistant with a view to partnership. 

Since that meeting the matter of her application has been discussed 
with Dr. McGarry. She has a large panel - 2,030 patients. The 
local chemist died about two years ago and since then no replacement 
could be got for Milltown, the result is that Dr. McGarry has to 
do all the dispensing for patients in the Milltown area. This has 
added considerably to her already heavy workload. Her practice 
area extends from five miles west of Kilconly to Kilterat, 
Williamstown, which is about thirty miles in length. It is the 
fourth largest dispensary area in County Galway. There are two 
large population centres - Milltown and Dunmore - which are about 
eight miles apart and it is Dr. McGarry • s intention that her partner 
should reside in and practice from Dunmore. She has an assistant 
employed for the past three years - her son, Dr. John McGarry -
at that time she interviewed seven doctors in relation to the 
appointment before her son agreed to work with her. 

In 1975 the Board received representations from the Dunmore 
Community Council concerning the need for another doctor with a 
base in Dunmore. Dr. McGarry was interviewed in the matter at 
that time when she indicated her intention to employ an assistant 
who would work from Dunmore. 

Since that time, no representations have been received relating to 
general medical services in the Dunmore area. 

There is another doctor in the G.M.S. residing in Dunmore who, 
because of physical disability, is not in a position to give a 
comprehensive medical service in the area. 

I recommend that this application be granted 

Signed: i <^n^J 

p. McDaid. 



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Gal way (091) 7631 
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Our Ref: c | l b | < t f 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Community Care. 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway 

3i9th December, 1978, 

To; Each member of the Community Care Standing Committee. 

\ 

• 

Re: A p p l i c a t i o n from Dr. T. O 'Shea , Tur loughmore , Co. Galway -
f o r a p p r o v a l t o t he r e c r u i t m e n t of an A s s i s t a n t w i t h a 
v iew t o p a r t n e r s h i p . ( d . o . b . 5 th O c t o b e r . 1925) 

Dear Member, 

I refer to the above application from Dr. T. O'Shea, Turloughmore, 
which was discussed at meeting of Community Care Standing Committee 
on 23rd October last. 

Dr. 0'Shea *s application was discussed with him recently. Dr. 
O'Shea has a large panel and a very large area of practice, the 
population of which is increasing all the time. He had a panel 
of 2,000 four years ago, it is now 2,^00 almost. His locum and 
time-off arrangements are not always satisfactory, he is dependent 
on the availability of young unattached doctors from time to time. 
The workload in the area is very heavy and it involves a lot of 
night work. 

He is fifty-three years of age. He suffered a heart attack about 
one year ago. He requires a partner to share the workload as he 
considers he can not continue to cope unaided. 

I consider that Dr. 0'Sheas request is reasonable and I recommend 
that his application be granted. 

S i g n e d : »*^v_ / 

P . McDaid, 
Programme Manager, 

AC 

J 
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Telephone: Galway (091) 7SX 6 6 l 0 1 

Your Ref: 
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quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

To; Each Member of the Board, 

20th December, 1978. 

Re 

I 
: Provision of Hostel at Ard na Mara, Salthill, Galway. 

The question of Health Board support for the provision of a hostel 

for battered wives at Ard na Mara, Salthill, Galway, was considered 

at meetings of the Community Care Standing Committee held on 2nd 

June, 1978 and 23rd October, 1978. At the latter meeting, it was 

decided to recommend to the Board that the hostel be provided, 

subject to certain undertakings given in response to concern 

expressed by some of the local residents. 

The question of support by the Board for this project arose at a 

meeting held on 9th November, 1977> of representatives of the various 

voluntary organisations in Galway City to consider the matter of 

providing emergency accommodation for battered wives. That meeting 

decided, that on the basis of available evidence, a hostel was 

urgently necessary for battered wives and their children in the city, 

and requested that the Board should provide such accommodation and 

support, either through purchase or renting of a suitable premises. 

The hostel would be controlled by a Management Committee comprised 

of representatives of the interested voluntary and statutory bodies, 

and it was felt that social work and other support services should 

be provided by the Board. 

Subsequently, the Board purchased for £42,500, in pursuance of its 

policy of supporting the work of voluntary organisations, a three-

storey semi-detached residence at Ard na Mara, Salthill, formerly a 

licenced Guest House, containing the following accommodation - seven 

J" 



Rord Slainte an larthair 
\A&?stern Health Board L 

- 2 -

bedrooms of various sizes, two bathrooms, toilets on three floors, 

sitting room, living room and kitchen, with garden at front and 

rear. A Management Committee has been set up with representation 

from the following bodies:-

1. St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

2. Legion of Mary. 

3. Galway Social Service Council. 

k. CARE. 

5. AIM. 

6. Galway Corporation. 

7. Western Health Board. 

Subsequent to the purchase of the premises, which was sanctioned by 

the Department of Health per letter dated 26th May, 1978, objections 

were raised by local residents on the following principal grounds:-

1. The residence is situated in a "cul de sac" in a very enclosed 

area and the extra traffic generated by the establishment of 

the hostel would aggravate traffic problems in the area. 

2. Narrow roads and congested traffic conditions in the area. 

3. There are a number of widows living alone in the area and the 

residents were apprehensive about the type of persons who 

would be drawn to the area and its precincts. 

4. The close proximity of a primary school. 

A number of meetings were held with representatives of the residents 

and various undertakings were given to them in an effort to reassure 

them in relation to the operation of the proposed hostel, but the 

residents maintained their opposition to the proposal. They generally 

accepted the need for the proposed service, but felt it would be 

better located in a non-residential area or in a rural location, 

rather than in a residential cul de sac. 

The assurances given to the residents provided that a full-time 

person would be employed by the voluntary Management Committee in 

the running of the house, that the residents would be invited to be 
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represented on the Management Committee and that, if in practice 

the Association's fears were borne out, though this was not 

considered likely, the Board would be prepared to assist in 

seeking another location for the hostel, and use the premises for 

another health or welfare purpose. 

I should say that violence in marriage is only one manifestation, 

though perhaps the most extreme one, of stress and difficulty in 

marriage and the provision of a hostel is only part of the response 

which is necessary. Other vital requirements include education and 

preparation for marriage, adequate housing, responsiveness to early 

warning signals of stress, counselling services, and development of 

better community support for families at risk. Efforts are being 

made to develop most of these as well as other services, but much 

remains to be done. The purpose of these services and of the 

hostel in this case is the rehabilitation and maintenance of the 

family relationships and unit, if at all possible. 

I consider that the rehabilitative functions of the hostel will be 

best served by its location in a well settled community rather than 

in isolation and I recommend that the Board endorse the recommendation 

of the Community Care Standing Committee. 

Signed: " ^ wvnA]y 
E. Hannan, 

Chief Executive Officer, 
•A-

AC 



Department of Health 
Hawkins House, Dublin 2 

7H711"" 

TEL(0ti7S&&£tXTN. 

TELEX 4894 
\t> December 1978 

Mr. 3.. Hannan 
Chief Execu t ive Off iger 
Western Hea l t h Board 
Merlin Park 
G-alway. 

An Roinn Sldinte 
Teach Hafcin, Baile Atha Oiath 2 

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD 

RECEIVED 

2 0 DEC 1978 

CEO/s OFFICE 

Dear C30 

I am enclosing for your information a copy of the 
Health (Family Planning) Bill, 1978 which is being 
circulated to Deputies on the 15th December. 

Yours sincere! 

-rar~roepcai TO serooin / ui i-uuiuuu Law maeaanrem. Act, iyj5. 

14. Penalties. 

15. Offences by bodies of persons. 

16. Regulations. 

17. Short title, construction, collective citation and commence
ment. 

ACTS REFERRED TO 

Censorship of Publications Act, 1929 
Censorship of Publications Act, 1946 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1935 
Criminal Procedure Act, 1967 
Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 
Health Acts, 1947 to 1977 
Medical Practitioners Act, 1978 
Medical Practitioners Acts, 1927 to 1961 
Nurses Act, 1950 
Offences Against the Person Act, 1861 
Pharmacy Act, 1951 
Pharmacy Act (Ireland), 1875 
Pharmacy Acts, 1875 to 1977 

[No. 47 of 1978] 

1929, No. 21 
1946, No. 1 
1935, No. 6 
1967, No. 12 
1876, c. 36 

1978, No. 4 

1950, No. 27 
1861, c. 100 
1951, No. 30 
1875, c 57 I 



AN B1LLE SLAINTE (BEARTU MUIRINE), 1978 
HEALTH (FAMILY PLANNING) BILL, 1978 

Mar a tionscnaiodh 
As initiated 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

Section 

1. Interpretation. 

2. General duty of Minister. 

3. Family planning services. 

4. Control of sale and supply of contraceptives. 

5. Control of importation of contraceptives. 

6. Control of manufacture of contraceptives. 

7. Control of advertising and display of contraceptives. 

8. Forged or fraudulently altered prescriptions or authorisations. 

9. Grants for research. 

10. Saver in relation to abortion. 

11. Conscientious objections. 

12. Amendment of Censorship of Publications Act, 1929, and 

Act of 1946. 

13. Repeal of section 17 of Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1935. 

14. Penalties. 

15. Offences by bodies of persons. 

16. Regulations. 

17. Short title, construction, collective citation and commence
ment. 

ACTS REFERRED TO 

Censorship of Publications Act, 1929 
Censorship of Publications Act, 1946 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1935 
Criminal Procedure Act, 1967 
Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 
Health Acts, 1947 to 1977 
Medical Practitioners Act, 1978 
Medical Practitioners Acts, 1927 to 1961 
Nurses Act, 1950 
Offences Against the Person Act, 1861 
Pharmacy Act, 1951 
Pharmacy Act (Ireland), 1875 
Pharmacy Acts, 1875 to 1977 

1929, No. 21 
1946, No. 1 
1935, No. 6 
1967, No. 12 
1876, c. 36 

1978, No. 4 

1950, No. 27 
1861, c. 100 
1951, No. 30 
1875, c. 57 

[No. 47 of 1978] 



AN BILLE SLAINTE (BEARTU MUIRINE), 1978 
HEALTH (FAMILY PLANNING) BILL, 1978 

BILL 
entitled 

AN ACT TO MAKE PROVISION FOR FAMILY PLANNING 5 
SERVICES AND, WITH A VIEW TO ENSURING THAT 
CONTRACEPTIVES ARE AVAILABLE ONLY FOR THE 
PURPOSE, BONA FIDE, OF FAMILY PLANNING OR 
FOR ADEQUATE MEDICAL REASONS, TO REGULATE 
AND CONTROL THE SALE, IMPORTATION, MANUFAC- 10 
TURE, ADVERTISEMENT AND DISPLAY OF CON
TRACEPTIVES AND TO PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN 
OTHER MATTERS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS FOLLOWS: 

1.—In this Act— JJ 

" the Act of 1946 " means the Censorship of Publications Act, 1946; 

" contraceptive " means any appliance, instrument, drug, preparation 
or thing designed, prepared or intended to prevent pregnancy result
ing from sexual intercourse between human beings; 

" dispensing chemist and druggist" means a person registered in the 20 
register of dispensing chemists and druggists established under the 
Pharmacy Act, 1951; 

" family planning service" means a service for the provision of 
information, instruction, advice or consultation in relation to any one 
or more of the following : 25 

(a) family planning, 

(b) contraception, 

(c) contraceptives; 

" pharmaceutical chemist" means a person registered in the register 
of pharmaceutical chemists for Ireland established under the 30 
Pharmacy Act (Ireland), 1875; 

" registered medical practitioner " means a person registered in the 
register established under the Medical Practitioners Acts, 1927 to 
1961, or the Medical Practitioners Act, 1978; 

" regulations " means regulations made by the Minister under sec- 35 
tion 16 of this Act; 

" sell" includes agree or offer to sell or invite an offer to buy and 
cognate words shall be construed accordingly. 

2 

2.—The Minister shall— 

(a) secure the orderly organisation of family planning services 
and 

General duty of 
Minister. 

(b) provide a comprehensive natural family planning service 
3 that is to say, a comprehensive service for the provision 

of information, instruction, advice and consultation in 
relation to methods of family planning that do not involve 
the use of contraceptives. 

in 3 , _ < 1 ! / 0 f ^ P^™^ section 2 ^ this Act, the Minister Family planning 
10 may, without prejudice to the generality of that section, provide by *"*»• 

regulations for the purposes of this subsection for the making avail
able by a health board in accordance with the regulations of a 
family planning service. 

(2) A person other than a health board may make available a 
15 family planning service for the provision of information, instruction. 

advice and consultation in relation to methods of family planning 
that do not involve the use of contraceptives. 

(3) (a) A person other than a health board may, with the consent 
of the Minister and in accordance with regulations for the 

20 purposes of this subsection, make available a family plan
ning service, not being exclusively a family planning 
service such as is referred to in subsection (2). 

(b) The Minister shall not give his consent to the making avail
able of a family planning service under this subsection 

25 unless he is satisfied that it is in the public interest to 
give it and that the service is reasonably required to meet 
a particular need. 

(4) Information, instruction, advice or consultation in relation to 
the use of contraceptives shall not be provided in a family planning 

30 service under this section except under the general direction and 
supervision of a registered medical practitioner. 

(5) A health board or other person making available a family 
planning service under subsection (1) or (3), as the case may be. of 
this section shall ensure that the service includes information, instruc-

35 tion, advice and consultation in relation to methods of family plan
ning that do not involve the use of contraceptives. 

(6) A family planning service shall not be made available except 
in accordance with the provisions of this section but this subsection 
shall not be construed as restricting the discretion of a registered 

40 medical practitioner in his clinical relations with a patient 

(7) A person who contravenes this section, or regulations for the 
purposes of this section, shall be guilty of an offence. 

4.-<l) A person shall not sell contraceptives unless- SiSlSffi 
contraceptive*. 

(a) the sale is in accordance with regulations for the purpose* 
45 of this subsection relating to the sale of contraceptives. 

and 

(b) (i) he is. or is a servant or agent acting as such1 of. a 
pharmaceutical chemist, or a dispensing chemist and 
druggist, who keeps open shop and the sale is at the 

50 place where he keeps open shop, and 

fii) the person to whom the contraceptives are sold is named 
hV a prescription or authorisation in writing for the 
c e n t r a l e s of a registered medical practitioner 

3 



and is a person who, in the opinion of the prac
titioner formed at the time of the giving of the 
prescription or authorisation, sought the contracep
tives for the purpose, bona fide, of family planning 
or for adequate medical reasons and in appropriate 5 
circumstances and the prescription or authorisation 
bears an indication that it is given for the purposes 
of this Act, or 

(c) (i) he is, or is a servant or agent acting as such of, a person 
who holds a licence granted to him under section 5 10 
or 6 of this Act and for the time being in force and 
the sale is in accordance with the licence, and 

(ii) the sale is to a person specified in subparagraph (i) of 
paragraph (b) of this subsection. 

(2) A registered medical practitioner may, for the purposes of this 15 
Act, give a prescription or authorisation for a contraceptive to a 
person if he is satisfied that the person is seeking the contraceptive, 
bona fide, for family planning purposes or for adequate medical 
reasons and in appropriate circumstances and, where a prescription 
or authorisation of a registered medical practitioner in relation to a 20 
contraceptive bears an indication that it is given for the purposes of 
this Act, it shall be conclusively presumed, for the purposes of this 
section, that the person named in it is a person who, in the opinion 
of the practitioner formed at the time of the giving of the prescrip
tion or authorisation, sought the contraceptive for the purpose, bona 25 
fide, of family planning or for adequate medical reasons and in 
appropriate circumstances. 

(3) A person shall not supply contraceptives otherwise than by 
way of sale under and in accordance with this section. 

(4) A person who contravenes this section, or regulations for the 30 
purposes of this section, shall be guilty of an offence. 

5.—(1) A person shall not import contraceptives into the State 
unless— 

(a) diey are part of his personal luggage accompanying him 
when he is entering the State and their quantity is not 35 
such as to indicate that they are not solely for his own 
use, or 

(b) he is, or is the servant or agent acting as such of, a person 
who holds a licence granted to him under this section 
and for the time being in force and the importation is in 40 
accordance with the licence. 

(2) (a) Subject to paragraph (b) of this subsection, the Minister 
may, on the application in writing of a person therefor 
and on payment of such fee as may be specified in regu
lations for the purposes of this subsection, grant to the 45 
person a licence authorising the importation of specified 
quantities of specified contraceptives if— 

(i) the Minister is satisfied that the contraceptives are 
required by the person for sale to persons specified 
m section 4 (/) (b) (i) of this Act, or 50 

(ii) the person is a person specified in the said section 
4 (I) (b) (i). 

(6) The Minister may refuse to grant a licence under this 
section to a person who has been convicted of an offence 
under this Act or of another offence of such a character 55 

4 

that, in the opinion of the Minister, it would be in
appropriate that he should hold such a licence. 

(3) A licence under this section, if not previously revoked, shall 
continue in force for such period as the Minister determines and 

5 specifies in the licence. 

(4) (a) A licence under this section may contain suoh conditions 
(if any) as the Minister determines and specifies in the 
licence. 

(b) The Minister may at any time insert a condition into a 
10 licence under this section, delete a condition therefrom or 

amend a condition in the licence. 

(c) A person who holds a licence under this section shall 
comply with the conditions of the licence. 

(5) The Minister may revoke a licence under this section if he is 
15 satisfied that a condition of the licence is being or has been contra

vened or if the person to whom it was granted is convicted of an 
offence under this Act or of another offence of such a character that, 
in the opinion of the Minister, it is inappropriate that he should 
continue to hold suoh a licence. 

20 (6) Contraceptives, the importation of which is not authorised 
under this section, shall be deemed to be included among the goods 
enumerated and described in the Table of Prohibitions and Restric
tions Inwards contained in section 42 of the Customs Consolidation 
Aot, 1876, and the provisions of that Act (as amended or extended 

25 by subsequent Acts) relating to the importation of prohibited goods 
shall apply accordingly. 

(7) A person who contravenes this section, or regulations for the 
purposes of this section, shall be guilty of an offence 

6.—(1) A person shall not manufacture contraceptives unless he is, Control of 
30 or is the servant or agent acting as such of, a person who holds a manufacture of 

licence granted to him under this section and for the time being in con,raccPhves-
force and the manufacture is in accordance with the licence. 

(2) (a) Subject to paragraph (b) of this subsection, the Minister 
may, in accordance with any regulations for the purposes 

35 of this section, on the application in writing of a person 
therefor and on payment of such fee as may be specified 
in the regulations, grant a licence authorising the manu
facture by the person of contraceptives if the Minister is 
satisfied that— 

40 (i) the contraceptives will be sold to persons specified in 
section 4 (1) (b) (i) of this Act, or 

(ii) the person is a person specified in the said section 
4 ( /) (b) (1). 

{b) The Minister may refuse to grant a licence under this 
45 section to a person who has been convicted of an offence 

under this Act 

(3) A licence under this section, if it is not previously revoked. 
shall continue in force for such period as the Minister determines 
and specifies in the licence. 

50 (4) A licence under this section may contain such conditions (if 
any) as the Minister determines and specifies in the licence. 

(5) The Minister may at any time insert a condition into a ^ f ? " 
under this section, delete a condition therefrom or amend a condition 
in the licence. 

5 



(6) The Minister may revoke a licence under this section if he is 
satisfied that a condition of the licence is being or has been contra
vened or if the person who holds it is convicted of an offence under 
this Act. 

(7) A person who holds a licence under this section shall comply 
with the conditions specified in the licence. 

(8) A person who contravenes this section, or regulations for the 
purposes of this section, shall be guilty of an offence. 

Control of 
advertising and 
display of 
contraceptives. 

7.—(1) A person shall not take any part in, or procure, the pub
lication of an advertisement or notice in relation to contraception or 10 
contraceptives, or display, or procure the display of, contraceptives, 
except to such extent as may be allowed by, and in accordance with, 
regulations for the purposes of this section. 

(2) A person who contravenes this section, or regulations for the 
purposes of this section, shall be guilty of an offence. 15 

Forged or 
fraudulently 
altered 
prescriptions or 
authorisations. 

8.—(1) In this section " a specified document" means a prescrip
tion or authorisation given by a registered medical praotitioner for 
the purposes of this Act. 

(2) A person shall not forge a document purporting to be a speci
fied document. 

20 

(3) A person shall not with intent to deceive either alter or use a 
specified document. 

(4) A person shall not have in his possession a forged document 
purporting to be a specified document, or a specified document which 
has been altered with intent to deceive. 25 

(5) The Minister may by regulations declare that in circumstances 
specified in the regulations subsection (4) of this section shall not 
apply to persons who are of a specified class or description and, for 
so long as regulations under this section are in force, the said sub
section (4) shall be construed in accordance with and have effect 30 
subject to the regulations. 

(6) A person who contravenes this section, or regulations for the 
purposes of this section, shall be guilty of an offence. 

Grants for research. $>_—ĵ g Minister may, out of moneys provided by the Oireachtas, 
make a grant to a person to finance, or assist in the financing of, 35 
research into methods of family planning that do not relate to the 
use of contraceptives. 

Saver in relation 
to abortion. 10.—Nothing in this Act shall be construed as authorising— 

(a) the procuring of abortion, 

(b) the doing of any other thing the doing of which is prohibited 
by section 58 or 59 of the Offences Against the Person 
Act, 1861 (which sections prohibit the administering of 
drugs or the use of instruments to procure abortion or 
the supplying of drugs or instruments to procure abor
tion), or 

(ct thi 

&33KSE&*-* —**«•• — * N 

40 

45 

6 

ll .-Nothing in this Act shall be construed as obliging any person Conscientious 
to take part m the provision of a family planning seSice.Te riving S S S S ° " 
of prescriptions or authorisations for the purposes of this Act or the 
sale, importation into the State, manufacture, advertising or display 

5 of contraceptives. F ' 

12.—(1) Section 16 (1) of the Censorship of Publications Act 1929 Amendment of 
is hereby amended by the deletion of " the unnatural prevention of ????rshiP of 

conception or "and "such prevention or" and the said section 16 ^ n d A c f o f 
(1), as so amended, is set out in the Table to this subsection. 19*6-

10 TABLE 

16.—(1) It shall not be lawful for any person, otherwise than 
under and in accordance with a permit in writing granted to him 
under this section— 

(c) to print or publish or cause or procure to be printed 
15 or published, or 

(b) to sell or expose, offer, or keep for sale, or 

(c) to distribute, offer or keep for distribution, 

any book or periodical publication (whether appearing on the 
register of prohibited publications or not) which advocates or 

20 which might reasonably be supposed to advocate the procure
ment of abortion or miscarriage or any method, treatment or 
appliance to be used for the purpose of such procurement 

(2) Section 17 (1) of the Censorship of Publications Act, 1929, is 
hereby amended by the deletion of " or preventing conception " and 

25 the said section 17 (1), as so amended, is set out in the Table to this 
subsection. 

TABLE 

17.—(1) The reference contained in section 2 of the Indecent 
Advertisements Act, 1889, to printed matter which is of an 

30 indecent or obscene character shall be deemed to include adver
tisements which relate or refer or may be reasonably supposed to 
relate or refer to any disease affecting the generative organs of 
either sex, or to any complaint or Mrmity arising from or 
relating to sexual intercourse, or to the prevention or removal of 

35 irregularities in menstruation, or to drugs, medicines, appliances, 
treatment or methods for procuring abortion or miscarriage. 

(3) Section 7 of the Act of 1946 is hereby amended by the deletion 
in paragraph (b) of " the unnatural prevention of conception or " and 
" prevention or " and the said paragraph (b), as so amended, is set 

40 out in the Table to this subsection. 

TABLE 

7.—If the Censorship Board, having duly examined a book. 
are of opinion— 

(a) that it is indecent or obscene, or 

45 (b) that it advocates the procurementof abortion or 
miscarriage or the use of any method, treatment or 
appliance for the purpose of such procurement. 

and that for any of the said reasons its sale and ^***»j? 
the Stote should'be prohibited, they shall by order prohibit sod, 

50 sale and distribution. 

is set out in the Table to this subsection. 
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TABLE 

9.—(1) The Censorship Board shall examine the issues 
recently theretofore published of every periodical publication in 
respect of which a complaint is made to them in the prescribed 
manner by any person, and if they are of opinion that the said 5 
issues— 

(a) have usually or frequently been indecent or obscene, 
or 

(b) have advocated the procurement of abortion or mis
carriage or the use of any method, treatment or 10 
appliance for the purpose of such procurement, or 

(c) have devoted an unduly large proportion of space to 
the publication of matter relating to crime, 

and that for any of the said reasons the sale and distribution in 
the State of the said issues and future issues of that periodical 15 
publication should be prohibited, they shall by order prohibit the 
sale and distribution thereof accordingly. 

Repeal of section 
17 of Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 
1935. 

13.—Section 17 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1935, is 
hereby repealed. 

Penalties. 14.—(1) A person guilty of a first offence under this Act shall be 20 
liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding £500 or, at 
the discretion of the court, to imprisonment for a term not exceed
ing 6 months or to both the fine and die imprisonment. 

(2) A person guilty of a second or subsequent offence under this 
Act shall be liable, on conviction on indictmenit, to a fine not exceed
ing £5,000 together with, in the case of a continuing offence, a fine 
not exceeding £250 for each day or part of a day for which the 
offence is continued after the first such day or, at the discretion of 
the court, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to 
both the fine or fines and the imprisonment. 

25 

30 

(3) A District Justice shall have jurisdiction to try summarily a 
second or subsequent offence under this Act if— 

(a) the Justice is of opinion that the facts proved or alleged 
against a defendant charged with such an offence consti
tute a minor offence fit to be tried summarily, 35 

(b) the Director of Public Prosecutions consents, and 

(c) the defendant (on being informed by the Justice of his right 
to be tried by a jury) does not object to being tried 
summarily, 

and, upon conviction under this subsection, the said defendant shall 40 
be liable to a fine not exceeding £500 or, at the discretion of the 
court, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or to both 
the fine or fines and the imprisonment. 

(4) Section 13 of the Criminal Procedure Act, 1967, shall apply in 
relation to a second or subsequent offence under this Act as if the 45 
reference in subsection (2) (a) of that section to the penalties provided 
for in subsection (3) of that section were a reference to the penalties 
provided for in relation to the offence by subsection (3) of this section. 

Offences by bodies 
of persons. 15.—Where an offence under this Act is committed by a body 

corporate or by a person purporting to act on behalf of a body cor- 50 
porate or an unincorporated body of persons and the offence is 

8 

proved to have been committed with the consent or approval of, or 
to have been facilitated by any neglect on the part of any person, 
who when the offence was committed was a director, member of the 
committee of management or other controlling authority of the body 
concerned, or the manager, secretary or other officer of the body, 
that person shall also be deemed to have committed the offence and 
may be proceeded against and punished accordingly. 

16.—(1) The Minister may make regulations for the purposes of Regulations. 
this Act in relation to any matter referred to in this Act as being 

10 subject to, allowed by, declared by, specified in or by or in accor
dance with regulations or in relation to any matter ancillary or in
cidental to any such matter. 

(2) Regulations in relation to fees shall not be made without the 
consent of the Minister for Finance. 

15 (3) Every regulation made by the Minister under this Act shall be 
laid before each House of the Oireachtas as soon as may be after 
it is made and, if a resolution annulling the regulation is passed by 
either such House within the next subsequent twenty-one days on 
which that House has sat after the regulation is laid before it, the 

20 regulation shall be annulled accordingly but without prejudice to the 
validity of anything previously done thereunder. 

17 _ m This Act may be cited as the Health (Family Planning) Short title, 
n io construction, 

Act , 1978. collective citation 
and 

. . . , .. . commencement. 
(2) The Health Acts, 1947 to 1977, and this Act may be cited 

25 together as the Health Acts, 1947 to 1978. 

(3) The Health Acts, 1947 to 1977, and this Act shall be con-
strued together as one Act. 

(4) This Act shall come into operation on such day or days as by 
order or orders made by the Minister under this section may-be 

30 fixed therefor either generally or with reference J wy particular 
purpose or provision and different days may be so fixed for different 
purposes and different provisions. 

9 
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R ^ L ^ ^ I ^ AN IARTHATR 
PSYCHIATRIC & G E R ^ R j r ^ C A ^ ^ 

Minutes of Meeting of the Committee held in the M m - R ^ u u *. 
County Mayo, on Wednesday the 18th O c J o b e r ^ S at S ^it" ' 

PRESENT: Mr. T. O'Caoill, Chairman 

Ms. K. Eastwood 
Mr. J. Mulrooney, M.C.C. N.T. 
Dr. M.J. Gilvcrry, R.M.S. 
Mr. P. Concannon, M.C.C. 
Mr. J.P. O'Callaghan, M.C.C. 
Mr. E. Haverty, M.C.C. 

APOLOGIES: Dr. J.J. Tobin 
Mr. H. Melvin, M.C.C. 
Board 
Mr. M. Ryan, M.C.C. 

- Chairman, Western Health 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr. S. O'Donoghue, Programme Manager 
Miss M. ClooRan, Secretary 

MINUTES: On the proposal of Mr. J. Mulrooney, seconded by 
Dr. M.J. Gilvarry, the minutes of the Psychiatric 
and Geriatric Care Standing Committee Meeting of 
the 23rd August, 1978, were adopted by the Committee 
end signed by the Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES: 

Castlerea Welfare Home 

Departmental sanction to proceed with this Home is 
awaited. 

Bailing Welfare Home 

Work commenced on this Home on the 3rd October, 1978, 

Cnrmroe Welfare Home 

This Home is expected to be completed by mid 
November, 1978. It will then be commissioned by 
Matron and her staff ond residents are expected to 
be taken in by early December, 1V/B. 



PROGRESS REPORT; 

f 

Roscommon Welfare Home 

Plans are in the process of preparation by the 
Architect, The acquisition of the site is under 
discussion with Roscommon County Council. 

Kiltimagh Welfare Home 

It is hoped that the Garda Barracks will be vacated 
in January, 1979, assuming that the Town Improvements 
Committee will transfer the property to the Board. 
Sr. Annunciate, Matron, District Hospital, Sv/inford, 
will run the Home in conjunction with her hospital. 
The Programme Manager stated that at least £10,000 
would have to be spent on up-grading the premises 
before residents could be odmitted. 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe 

Link-corridor and Lift — Work is progressing 
satisfactorily. 

Re-construction of St. Enda's — Work is 
progressing satisfactorily. 

Staff Dining Ha 
concern at the 
service in St. 
for a number of 
hands. The Pro 
scheme was not 
up-grading pati 
indicated that 
proposal of Mr. 
Gilvarry, it wa 

11 — Mr. T. O'Baoill expressed 
delay in providing this very necessary 
Brigid's4 Plans have been drawn up 
years but the work was never put in 
gramme Manager informed him that the 
forgotten but priority was given to 
ent facilities. Mr. O'Baoill 
the matter was now urgent. On the 
T. O'Baoill, seconded by Dr. M.J. 
s resolved:-

"That the Western Health Board make money available 
in 1979 out of the Minor Capital Schemes Vote for 
the provision of a Staff Dining Hall at St. Brigid*s 
Hospital, Ballinasloe". 

St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebor 

Provision of Lifts — A tender had been accepted 
for this work but the Contractor withdrew.^ The 
project had been re-advertised with a closing date 
of 31st October, 1978. 

Boilerhouse — This project has been advertised 
with a closing date of 26th October, 1978. 

4 Dr. O'Dyrno made the following proposi«ion: • 

that* the Coiumittoc recommend tbo Bonrd lo. 

id 



TOGHERMORE COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS: 

The Programme Manager informed the members t ha t 
the Workshop was nearing completion at Toghermore. 

ST. ANNE'S, LENABOY, TAYLOR'S HILL: 
M ' ' ' ' ' ' ' • 

This project is now completed and ready for 
occupation by Dr. A. Carroll, Child Psychiatrist 
and his staff. We will shortly be in a position 
to accept residents. The special school has also 
commenced to function and a Principal Teacher has 
been appointed. 

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING: 

It was agreed to hold the next meeting of the 
Committee on Tuesday 19th December, 1978, at St. 
Francis Home, Newcastle, Galway, immediately after 
lunch which will be at 1.30 p.m. 

SIGNED: M:«i,- /&>* 

'- a 
M. Cloonan, 
Secretary 

Confirmed and adopted at meeting held on the 19th December, 1978. 

SIGNED: I\CKJL,—> ^\^>£lrt5-^—^( 

T. O ' B a o i l l , 
Chairman. 

' •D r . O'Dyrno made t h e f o l l o w i n c p r o p o s i t i o n : -

- t h a t t ho Coiiiml t t o c recommend Uio Bonn! In, 



f ^ J ^ F E AN IARTHAIR 

(WESTERN H E T ^ T ^ O A ^ -

Minutes cf meeting of Communi tv r^n ct ,. 
Mr. McDaid'a Office, Merlin Park *l • Sta"d

t
in- Committee held in 

2 ^ n?+ K
 R e S l o n a l "ospital, on Monday, 

<jrd October, 1978. 

Members Present Mr. E. Carey,' M.C.C., Chairman, who presided, 

Mr. P. Flynn, M.C.C.,N.T. 

Dr. H. Wei r , D i r e c t o r of Community C a r e , 

Mr. "J. Waldron, M.C .C . , 

Dr . E. 0 ' B y r n e . 

Also P r e s e n t : 

• 

Minutes: 

Mr. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer, 

Mr. P. McDaid, Programme Manager. 

« 

The minutes of meeting held on 2nd June, 1978, 

were adopted, on the proposition of Councillor 

Waldron, seconded by Dr. Weir. 

I Applications for 

assistants with a 

view to partnership; 

The Committee considered reports concerning 

applications for assistants with a view to 

partnership from the following doctors:-

WESTERN.HEALTH BOARD. 
RECEfVED 
19DECI978 y 

ClO.'s OFFICE 

Dr. V. Brenno.n, Athenry. 

Dr. C. MacCuinneagain, Spiddal. 

Dr. A.M. Flynn, Letterfrack. 

Dr. N. McGarry, Mi 11town. 

Dr. T. O'Shea, Turloughmore. 

After considerable discussion it was decided 

that the general practitioners should be 

communicated with to establish more fully the 

circumstances in which application was being 

made in ea~h case. 

!Joste_l_at Ard-na-Mara: Deupty Flynn made the following proposition:-

"' . _ that the Community Care Standing Committee 

recommend to the Board that it not proceed in 

regard to the proposal to site a hostel at 

Ard-na-Mara.' 

Councillor J. Waldron seconded. 

fDr. O'Byrne made the following proposition:-

that the Committee recommend the Board to. 
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proceed «ith tb,e p^posal to site a hostel at S 

the Ard-na-Mara location, subject to the 

undertakings given by the Chief Executive Office 

A vote on the amendment took place and 

resulted as follows:-

(Councillor Carey 

For (Dr. Weir 

(Dr. 0'Byrne 

. •> * 

A g a i n s t (D"ePu*y F l y n n 
( C o u n c i l l o r V a l d r o n 

The Chairman d e c l a r e d t h e amendment c a r r i e d . . 
• 

The date of the next meeting vas.fixed for 

3 p.m. on Friday, 15th December, 1978, in 

the Boardroom, Merlin Park Regional .-Hospital. 

Signed: 
C\^^^sJ 

P. McDaid, 

Programme Manager, 

Date: '-^H n? 

Confirmed and adopted at meeting hold 

on 

Signed: £^i 
Chairman. 

.. • 
Date: M 



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) X » X 6 6 1 0 1 . 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

RE: 

20th December, 1978. 

Federation of County Hospital Roscommon with Portiuncula Hospital, 

Ballinasloe - Maternity Services - Meeting with Representatives 

of Comhairle na nOspideal and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, 

on 11th December, 1978. J -

Dear Member, 

I enclose a record of the matters discussed at the above 

Meeting held in the Boardroom, Merlin Park Regional Hospital,Galway, 

together with a copy of my letter dated the 12th December, 1978 to 

Comhairle na nOspideal. 

Yours sincerely, 

-**w 
E.Hannan, 

Chief Executive Officer. 

I 

Enc/. 

,1 

^ed at the County Hospital, Roscommon and was satisfied 

that a viable Consultant Staffed Unit could be provided 

there at little cost. The proposals contained in 
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12th December, 1978. 

Mr, G.P. Martin-
Chief Officer, 
Comhairle na hQspideal, 
Corrigan House, 
Fenian Street , 
Dublin 1. 

RE* County Hospital, Roscommon - Provision of Maternity Services. 

Dear Mr. Martin, 

With reference to ^ravious correspondence herein and discussions 
ir. the Boardroom here on yesterday afternoon between representatives of 
An Comhairle, my Board and the authorities of Portiuncula Hospital, 1 now 
confirm formally the application made by my Board's Acting Chairman for 
approval to the creation of a Post of one Consultant Obstetrician/ 
Gynaecologist and one Consultant Paediatrician at County Hospital, Floscotnscn. 
This Staffing i3 envisaged as a nucleus for the establishment of a 
Maternity Unit there to cater for an existing workload of 1,000 births. 
I f at the end of a two-year t r ia l period i t transpires that there i s not 
sufficient work to maintain a viable Unit, the Consultants appointed wi l l 
be deployed elsewhere in the Eoard's services. Should i t prove otherwise, 
approval w i l l be soucht to the appointment i n i t i a l l y of on additional 
Consultant Obstetrician/Gynaecologist. Full supporting s ta t i s t i ca l data 
in regard to the above posts was furnished at the meeting yesterJoy afternoon 
and these can be further elaborated on i f required. 

Yours sincerely, 

.c . 

• Mulrooney, M.C.C. 
• Kelvin, M.C.C. 
r> D. Donovan 
l e s s o r J .P . Murray 
l e s s o r E. O'Dwyer 
r« Donal Keenan 
*• P. McHugh 
[• Michael Re l ihan 
!*. Maura Casey 

A 
E. Hannan, 

Chief Executive. Officer. 

P.O. & P. & E.O. 

/ 

based at the County Hospital, Roscommon and was satisfied 

that a viable Consultant Staffed Unit could be provided 

there at little cost. The proposals contained in 
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BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR 

(.Western Health Board) 

Minutes of Meeting between Representatives of the Western Health Board, 

Comhairle na mOspideal and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, held in 

the Boardroom, Merlin Park Regional Hospital, Galway at 3 p.m. on Monday, 

11th December, 1978. to discuss the provision of Maternity Services at 

the County Hospital, Roscommon. 

* 

Present 

Representing 

Western Health 

Board: 

In Attendance: 

Representing 
Comhairle na 
nOspideal: 

Representing 

Portiuncula 

Hospital, 

Ballinasloe; 

Chairman: 

V 

Councillors J. Mulrooney, Vice-Chairman, P.Concannon, 
D.Dalton, Mrs. C.Fallon, Councillor E.Haverty, 
Mr. T.O'Baoill, Councillors J.P.O'Callaghan, M.Ryan, 
Dr. J.J.Tobin and Dr.H.M.Weir. 

Messrs E.Hannan, Chief Executive Officer, C.Crowley, 
Programme Manager, General Hospital Care, P.O'Meara, 
Planning and Evaluation Officer, S.Bourke, Personnel 
Officer, Dr.N.O'Beirn, Medical Administrator, Galway 
Regional Hospitals, Professor E.O'Dwyer, Obstetrician/ 
Gynaecologist, Galway Regional Hospital, Dr.D.Donovan, 
Paediatrician, Galway Regional Hospital, Professor 
C.F.McCarthy, Physician, Galway Regional Hospital, 
Professor J.Flynn,Bacteriologist, Galway Regional Hospital, 
Dr.M.Clarke, Radiologist, Castlebar General Hospital, 
Mr. M. Relihan, Surgeon, County Hospital, Roscommon, 
Dr.D.Keenan, General Practitioner, Roscommon, and 
Mr. J.O'Leary, Secretary. 

Professor B.Chubb, Chairman,Professor D.O°Sullivan, 
Vice-Chairman, Professor Alan Browne, Professor B. 
McNicholl, Professor D.Hourihan, Dr.D.Collins, Mr. 
R.Lavelle, Mr. G.P.Martin, Chief Officer and 
Mr. F.O'Cuinneagain. 

Sister M.Patrice, Secretary/Manager, Mr.B.Glynn, 
Solicitor, Member of Hospital Committee, Dr.C.J.Carr, 
Obstetrician/Gynaecologist, Dr.M.P.Walsh, Pathologist 
and DrK£onnolly, Paediatrician. 

Councillors J.Mulrooney, and Professor B.Chubb, after 
discussion presided jointly,by agreement. 

Addressing the Meeting, initially in Irish, Councillor 

J.Mulrooney , welcomed Professor B.Chubb and the other 

representatives of Comhairle na nOspideal and Portiuncula 

Hospital, Ballinasloe and invoked God's Blessing on the 

work to be performed that day. 

The purpose of the Meeting was to discuss the provision 

of Maternity Services in the County Hospital, Roscommon. 

His Board did not accept the refusal of An Comhairle to 

approve the creation of a post of Obstetrician/Gynaecologisl 

based at the County Hospital, Roscommon and was satisfied 

that a viable Consultant Staffed Unit could be provided 

there at little cost. The proposals contained in 

3 -
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paragraph 13 and 14, of Professor Chubb's letter of 

21st August, 1978, to Councillor H.Melvin, Chairman 

of the Board, were totally un-acceptable. The annual 

number of births to County Roscommon mothers was in 

the region of 1,000 (999 in 1977). The County Hospital 

Roscommon had a modern 26 bed Maternity Unit provided in 

1968, not fully utilised, and, adjoining it, excellent 

theatre facilities where Gynaecological Services could 

be developed. Until such time as Roscommon County 

Hospital had its own Paediatrician, the Paediatrician 

from Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, could make 

weekly visits to examine new born babies and a Paediatricia 

from Galway Regional Hospital, could deal with any cases 

of handicap arising. 

He drew the attention of the Meeting to a map on display, 

showing the road network in Roscommon, distinguishing 

between National Primary, National Secondary and other 

main roads. All roads between Roscommon and Ballinasloe 

were in the third category|except the route via Athlone 

which increased the distance between the two centres 

from 28 to 36 miles. Shorter routes were so bad that 

Roscommon County Council was seeking special assistance 

from E.E.C. funds to bring them up to County Road 

standard. The Curlew Mountains formed a barrier between 

North Roscommon and Sligo which was frequently impassable 

in winter, and in any event, Sligo General Hospital was 

unable to cater for additional Maternity Patients. 

All the Board's professional medical advice favoured 

a Consultant Staffed Maternity Unit at Roscommon County 

Hospital. His Board was unanimous in its support for 

this, as was Roscommon County Council, Roscommon Local 

Health Committee, the Clergy of all denominations in 

the County at the behest of their flocks and all other 

Statutory and Voluntary Bodies in County Roscommon. 

He asked the Comhairle to re-consider its decision.on 

the basis that the service would be provided on a trial 

basis for two years, at the end of which they would be in 

a position, to judge whether the demand on the service 

would justify the appointment of additional Consultants 

or whether it should be discontinued, in which case any 

Consultant appointed could be deployed to another part 

of the Board's area without loss of status or pension 

rights. 
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Professor Chubb stated that Councillor Mulrooney was 

resurrecting a matter on which a decision had already 

been taken by the Comhairle. As he understood it, the 

offer of a discussion contained in paragraph 15 of his 

letter of 21st August, 1978, to the Board's Chairman, 

was confined to the proposal contained in paragraph 14 

of the letter. The Comhairle had no current application 

for the appointment of a Consultant Obstetrician/ 

Gynaecologist to the County Hospital, Roscommon, and he 

had no mandate to discuss it. 

Following a number of suggestions to remove the impasse, 

Councillor Mulrooney stated that he was now making 

formal application for the creation of posts of 

Obstetrician/Gynaecologist and Paediatrician at the 

County Hospital, Roscommon. Professor Chubb accepted 

these applications on the basis that he could enter into 

no commitment and would have to report back to the 

Comhairle and this was agreed. 

Dr. J.J.Tobin, on behalf of the Board, stated that 

the report of the Consultative Council,on the General 

Hospital Services of June,1968,(Fitzgerald Report) which 

drew heavily from English experience which had no parallel 

in the West of Ireland, recommended one General Hospital 

to cover a radius of 60 miles and while this remained 

National Policy decisions on the Staffing of the small 

number of hospitals involved would have been an easy 

matter. When the Board at its Meeting of 18th June,1973, 

adopted a resolution providing that the County Hospital 

Roscommon, and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, should 

continue acute hospital services as at present and also 

for patients from adjoining Health Board Areas and that 

the two hospitals should federate and share Consultant 

Staffing, the recommendations contained in the report 

of the Consultative Council were National Policy. Since 

then the guidelines, promulgated by An Comhairle in 1973, 

modified the Consultative Council's recommendations in 

proposing that the population to be served by a General 

Hospital would be within a radius of 30 miles of the 

hospital, and these guidelines were further modified by 

the Minister for Health, in his General Hospital 

Development Plan of October, 1975, which decided that 

the federation of Roscommon County Hospital and 

Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, should operate for 

a trial period. Quoting fro» the report of Portiuncula 

Hospital for the year 1976, he stated that the agreement 
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signed jointly on behalf of the Western Health Board 

and the authorities of Portiuncula Hospital, 

Ballinasloe, on 30th September, 1976, on the terms 

of federation, provided for the appointment of one 

addit ional Obstetrician/Gynaecologist to be based 

at Roscommon County Hospital, the present Staffing 

in this specialty at Portiuncula to remain as 

heretofore, i.e. 2 No. Consultant Obstetrician/ 

Gynaecologists. It seemed that the refusal of 

Comhairle na nOspideal to approve of this appointment 

in its letter of 23rd December, 1976, was the basis 

for the unwillingness of the authorities of Portiuncula F -

Hospital to participate in the arrangments proposed 

by the Board for a Maternity Service in Roscommon 

County Hospital, as outlined in paragraph 11, of 

Professor Chubb's letter of 21st August, 1978. In 

effect, the Comhairle was saying, that its reasons 

for witholding approval was the absence of agreement 

between the Board and Portiuncula hospital, although 

it had already refused an application when there was 

agreement between the two parties. 

Dr. Tobin, also gave particulars of the maternity 

bed complements in General Hospitals in the Western 

Health Board Area and in Sligo General Hospital, 

and their percentage occupancy, which varied from 

123.4 in Galway Regional Hospital to 21.3 in the 

County Hospital, Roscommon. This pattern, he 

suggested, was a serious misuse of resources which 

could be corrected by the appointment of an 

Obstetrician/Gynaecologist to Roscommon County Hospital 

In reply to Dr. D.Collins of An Comhairle, the 

representatives of Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, 

stated that as a result of the changed circumstances 

following An Comhairle's letter of 23rd December, 

1976, and practical difficulties which had emerged 

in discussions when the federation terms were being 

re-negotiated between January and June, 1978, they 

no longer supported the Western Health Board's 

application for the appointment of an Obstetrician/ 

Gynaecologist to Roscommon County Hospital. 

Professor E.O'Dwyer, Obstetrician/Gynaecologist, 

Galway Regional Hospital, and Dean, Medical Faculty, — l 

University College, Galway, stated that, in his 

opinion, the Comhairle placed too much reliance on 

reports emanating from the United Kingdom and 
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France and had given insufficent consideration to the 

experience of other countries. He quoted the example 

of Norway, whose perinatal mortality figures were 

much better than Ireland's, where the vast majority 

of confinements took place in small units having 

less than 500 deliveries a year. The solution proposed 

in paragraph 14 of Professor Chubb's letter would not 

be acceptable to most Obstetrician/Gynaecologists. 

Being 28 miles from the nearest main hospital, the 

Maternity Unit in Roscommon could not be served by 

General Practitioners. Neither was the appointment 

of a Registrar an answer to the problem since he too 

would need relief and teaching. The Institute of 

Obstetrician/Gynaecologists did not oppose one man 

Consultant Units for medical reasons, but rather for 

the effect such Units had on the quality of life of the 

"single handed" Consultant. In actual fact the 

Consultant was physically present at only a minority 

of deliveries. While he did not favour a one-man unit, 

there must be a development stage. 

Dr. D.Donovan, Consultant Paediatrician, Galway 

Regional Hospital, stated that in his opinion the 

Comhairle was exaggerating the risk to babies born 

in smaller Units. A study carried out in Newcastle, 

England, of a cohort of 13,000 children, revealed that 

16% were suffering from chronic handicap and that this 

handicap was determined almost in its entirety by 

social circumstances, perinatal factors having played 

no significant part. C ompelling mothers to travel 

long distances for their confinements and separating 

them from their families could affect their attitudes 

to their babies, with harmful results. Ante-Natal Care 

was the most important factor in promoting the welfare 

of children. 

Professor Alan Browne of An Comhairle, stated he had 

great sympathy with the predicament of the people of 

Roscommon and appreciated that what the Comhairle was 

proposing was a second best service. However, the 

Comhairle had to take into account the number of 

deliveries, population, site, geography and cost 

benefit. To achieve the best results involved a 

concentration of resources and every Country faced 

this problem. Norway, which was mentioned by Professor 

0'Dwyer, was ruthless in shutting down Units and used 

helicopters when needed. Forty years ago, Maternity 

Hospitals were dangerous for mothers and nobody who had 
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an alternative availed of their services. Since then 

maternal mortality had practically disappeared and 

now the emphasis was on babies rather than their 

mothers. The appointment of a Consultant Obstetrician/ 

Gynaecologist to Roscommon would raise standards 

and attract additional patients to the hospital but 

such a Consultant could not function as a Neo-Natal 

Paediatrician and the necessary back-up services 

would be very expensive. 

Professor Chubb stated that screening as proposed 

in his letter would eliminate most risk. Mr.Haughey, 

Minister for Health, had assured him (Professor 

Chubb), personally, that he was not worried about 

expense in providing an adequate service, and on 

this basis he would be prepared to recommend the 

provision of a helicopter service to deal with 

emergencies. 

Professor Brian McNicholl of An Comhairle stated 

that all the authorities he was aware of favoured 

concentration of resources. In England it was 

considered that the optimum unit should cater for 

from four to five thousand deliveries and the 

minimum unit for two to two and a half thousand. 

The Irish Paediatric Association considered five 

thousand deliveries necessary for an adequate 

concentration of resources, while An Comhairle 

would put the number at three thousand. In addition 

to the distress to its family, one baby with a 

damaged brain would cost the state £250,000 during 

a normal lifetime. Up to 40% of handicap was 

preventable, given the necessary concentration of 

resources. In his estimation, the maximum number 

of confinements that could concievably take place 

in Roscommon would be from six to seven hundred and 

this was not sufficent to maintain expertise. Also 

it was unrealistic to expect that cross cover could 

be maintained over a distance of 28 miles. 

Dr. C.J.Carr, Consultant Obstetrician/Gynaecologist 

on behalf of Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, 

stated that most emergencies arise after admission 

to hospital, and if high-risk cases were booked to 

Roscommon County Hospital there would be definite 

dangers to infants. One hour could mean the 

difference between life and death or mental handicap. 

Mr. E.Hannan, Chief Executive Officer, Western Health 
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Board, pointed out that Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, 

was at the Southern extremity of its catchment area in the 

Western Health Board area and that only 3% of births to 

County Roscommon mothers were accommodated in Sligo General 

Hospital in 1977. The workload in Roscommon County Hospital, 

had increased by 42% in the first six months following the 

appointment of a Consultant Surgeon and Consultant Physician 

there. The Western Health Board area was similar in extent 

to that of the six Counties of Northern Ireland but it had 

the lowest population density of any Health Board area. 

This population was now increasing. When the federation of 

Roscommon County Hospital and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, 

was first mooted in 1973, this was done in the context of 

the report of the Consultative Council on the General Hospital 

Services whose criteria had now been departed from both by 

An Comhairle and the Minister for Health. A number of County 

Hospitals including Ennis, Cavan, Mallow and others, which 

were due to be discontinued as General Hospitals, were treated 

as special cases and were now being developed. He asked 

An Comhairle to treat Roscommon County Hospital, as a special 

case also, for a trial period. At the end of the trial 

period a decision could be taken as to whether a second 

Obstetrician/Gynaecologist appointment should be made, or 

whether the single handed Consultant should be re-deployed 

to another hospital in the Board's area. 

Dr. Donal Keenan, speaking as a General Practitioner, Chairman 

of County Roscommon Clinical Club and as a citizen of 

Roscommon, stated he had the impression that there was little 

difference between the approaches of Professors Browne and 

O'Dwyer. General Practitioners in Roscommon were unanimous 

in requesting a full Consultant service for Roscommon County 

Hospital. The annual number of births to County Roscommon 

mothers was one thousand and there had been eight hundred 

deliveries in the hospital in 1968. Marriage rates in the 

County had increased in recent years and he had every 

confidence that once a service was initiated in Roscommon, 

it would develop to viable proportions. He claimed that 

mileage was not a reliable indication of distance in a 

County like Roscommon but rather the time to complete a 

journey. The condition of the roads was such that the 

first two miles of a journey was often the longest part. 

As regards surgery and medicine being in a different category 

to maternity in relation to coverage for emergencies, he 

stated that during one recent week-end there had been 17 

admissions of road accident cases to Roscommon County 

Hospital which could not possibly be covered from Portiuncula 

Hospital, Ballinasloe. 
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Dr. Hugh Weir, on behalf of the Board, stated that too 

much emphasis was being placed on 1977 figures and 

insufficent consideration being given to future developments. 

Hospital developments in the Midland Health Board area would 

affect Portiuncula Hospital, which would then be on the 

periphery of its catchment area. Under the proposed 

federation arrangements Roscommon County Hospital with 40% 

of the beds was getting only 25$ of the Consultants. This 

imbalance must be corrected. 

Councillor P.Concannon drew attention to Industrial 

development taking place in the Shannon basin affecting 

Counties Roscommon, Longford and Westmeath. The pace ?# 

of these developments was such that the Planning Authorities 

were worried about their ability to cope. These 

developments were relevant to both the future of Roscommon 

County Hospital and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe. 

Dr. M.Clarke regretted that a Meeting between representatives 

of the Board and An Comhairle had not been arranged earlier, 

as both sides had much to learn from one another. The 

proposals contained in Paragraph 14 of Professor Chubb's 

letter of 21st August, 1978, contravened An Comhairle's 

own guidelines. 

Councillor J.P.O'Callaghan disputed a statement by Professor 

McNicholl that no part of County Roscommon was more than 

35 miles from a Consultant staffed maternity unit. There 

are places in his own locality, Castlerea, 45 miles from 

any hospital other than Roscommon County Hospital. The 

population of County Roscommon was increasing for the 

first time since the famine, and the industrialisation of 

the area depended largely on the provision of an adequate 

infrastructure, including full hospital services. The 

people of Roscommon held An Comhairle responsible for the 

failure to provide these services. 

Mrs. C.Fallon disagreed with An Comhairle's policy on 

concentration of resources and pointed out the dangers 

of "putting all one's eggs in one basket". As a mother, 

the risks associated with the proposals contained in 

Paragraph 14 of Professor Chubb's letter would not be 

acceptable to her. 

Other speakers on behalf of the Board included Councillor 

D.Dalton, Mr.M.Relihan and Dr.M.Casey. 

Conclusion 

Summing up Councillor J.Mulrooney, stated that the potential 

work-load for the Maternity Unit at Roscommon County Hospital 

included one thousand births to County Roscommon mothers 
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with the addition of cases from neighbouring parts of East 

Galway, Longford and Leitrim. It must also to be borne in 

mind that 28% of births in Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, 

were from outside the Western Health Board area in 1977, 

and the majority of these would take place in future in 

Mullingar when the developments now being planned by the 

Midland Health Board were completed. 

If a Consultant Obstetrician/Gynaecologist was appointed 

to Roscommon, time would tell whether the work-load was 

adequate and, if not, his Board would face up to the 

decision of removing the facility. He asked An Comhairle 

to give approval on a trial basis. He thanked all those 

present for their contribution to the debate especially 

the Members of Comhairle na nOspideal and invited Professor 

A.Browne to Roscommon to see for himself the facilities in 

the County Hospital. 

Professor Chubb thanked Councillor Mulrooney for the 

manner in which he and the other Comhairle representatives 

had been received. It was agreed that both sides would 

report back to their parent bodies. 

The Meeting then concluded at 6 p.m. 

SIGNED; ^f. ?fe~v^.<w 

E. HonnonJEn 

Chief Executive Officer. 



BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR 

C/8/4 (WESTERN HEALTH BOARDS 

To/Each Member of the Board: 20thDecember, 1978. 

Rfi General Medical Services - Guidelines for the issue of Medical Cards. 

Dear Member, 

I have reviewed the standards which have operated as guidelines for the 
determination of applications for full eligibility, General Medical Services, 
since 1st January, 1978. 

I have now fixed new standards which will operate from 1st January, 1979:-

Old Guidelines New Guidelines 

(1978) (1979) 

1. (a) Single Person Living alone £26.00 p.wk. £28.00 p.wk. 

(b) Single Person Living with family £22.50 p.wk. £24.00 p.wk. 

2. Married Couple £37.50 p.wk. £40.50 p.wk. 

(a) Each child under 16 years £3.50 p.wk. £4.00 p.wk. 

(b) Other Dependant Children £5.00 p.wk. £5.50 p.wk. 

(c) Outgoings on House (rent, rates, 

mortgage) in excess of £3.50 p.wk £4.00 p.wk. 

(d) An allowance may be made in respect of exceptional expenses necessarily 
incurred in travelling to and from one's place of work where these 
create undue hardship. 

4. Persons in receipt of the following pensions and allowances under the 
Social Welfare Acts and Health Acts will be regarded as being 
automatically eligible for a Medical Card where there is no other 
income:-

Old Age (Non-Contributory) Pension at maximum rate 
Widows' iNon-Contributory) Pension at maximum rate 
Orphans (Non-Contributory) Pension 
Deserted Wives Allowance 
Blind Pension 
Infectious Diseases (Maintenance) Allowance 

Disabled Persons (Maintenance) Allowance. 

5. Cases of hardship will continue to be dealt with individually on merit. 

The criteria set out above are merely guidelines and have no statutory effect. 

Yours sincerely, 

E._ 
Chief Execut ive O f f i c e r . 



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) f&eXX 6 6 1 0 1 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 103/2/2A 
(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

TO: EACH MEMBER OF THE BOARD. 29th December, 1978. 

Re: Federation of County Hospital, Roscommon, with 
Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe - Maternity Services 
Meeting with Representatives of Comhairle na n-Ospideal 
and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, on 11th December, 1978 
Item No. 9 - Agenda for Board Meeting on 2nd January, 1979. 

Dear Member, 

I now enclose copy of letter dated 21st December, 1978, from 
Comhairle na n-Ospideal received today, and enclosure referred to 
therein,from which you will note An Comhairle's decision to refuse 
this Board's application for approval to appoint a Consultant 
Obstetrician/Gynaecologist and a Consultant Paediatrician to be 
based at County Hospital, Roscommon. 

Yours sincerely, 

/tflp} 
E. HannxTn. 

Chief Executive Off icer. 

*>J-

Encl, 



Comhairle na n-Ospideal,Corrigan House, Fenian Street, Dublin 2. 
© 763474/762284 

Mr. E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Western Health Board, 
Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 
Galway. 

"1 your ref. 

our ref. 

J 

Dear Mr. Hannan, 

~ 2 f s t UtuiUll\l}&Y, JJfe>7 8 
WISfirlN HEALTH BOARD 

R E C E I V E D 
2 9DEC1978 

CE-O.'s OFFICE 

Thank you for your letter of the 12th December, 1978 regarding 
the provision of maternity services at Roscommon Hospital. The 
Comhairle representatives who attended the discussion in 
Galway on the 11th December made a full report to the Comhairle 
at its meeting on the 20th December at which your letter under 
reply was also considered. The Comhairle has asked me to inform 
your Health Board that, having carefully examined all of the 
arguments advanced, it has decided to refuse the applications for 
the creation of a post of Consultant Obstetrician/Gynaecologist 
and Consultant Paediatrician to be based at the County Hospital, 
Roscommon. The grounds on which this decision is based are those 
set out at length in the Chairman's letter of the 21st August, 
1978 addressed to the Chairman of your Health Board. 

In conveying this decision, the Comhairle requests that your 
Health Board should reconsider its attitude towards the 
introduction of the arrangements proposed at par. 14 of the 
Chairman's letter of the 21st August, 1978. The Comhairle also 
wishes to draw attention to the desirability of arrangements being 
made, if they do not already exist, with the North-Western Health 
Board to facilitate patients from North Roscommon who may wish 
to attend at Sligo Hospital for maternity purposes,-paragraph 
13 of the letter of 21st August refers to this. 

I am also to inform you that the Comhairle has decided to approve 
the appointment of a third Obstetrician/Gynaecologist to be 
based at Portiuncula Hospital subject to the appointee being 
obliged, if required, to participate in the arrangements set 
out at par. 14 of the letter of the 21st August last. I enclose 
a copy of the letter for your information. 

Yours sincerely, 

fjc^t^ 
G.7V Mar t i n 
ClULef O f f i c e r , 

Chairman: Professor Basil Chubb: Vice-chairman: Prof. D. J.O'Sullivan, FRCP. Chief Officer G.I 



Comhairle na n-Ospideal,Corrigan House, Fenian Street. Dublin 2. 
- 763474/762284 

Sister M. Patrice, 
Secretary/Manager, 
Portiuncula Hospital, 
Ballinasloe, 
Co. Galway. 

Dear Sister Patrice, 

1 

J 

your ref. 

our rcf. 

21st December, 1978, 

CEO. $ OFRCE 

With reference to your letter of the 13th December and previous 
correspondence, I am pleased to inform you that the Comhairle 
has approved the appointment, on a wholetime basis, of an 
additional Obstetrician/Gynaecologist to be based at Portiuncula 
Hospital, Ballinasloe. This approval is subject to the condition 
that the appointee should be obliged, if required, to participate 
in the arrangements relating to Roscommon Hospital proposed in 
par. 14 of the Chairman's letter of the 21st August, 1978 addressed 
to the Chairman of the Western Health Board. The Comhairle has 
specified that the following professional qualifications and 
experience shall apply to this appointment:-

(a) The possession of the M.A.O. degree of a recognised 
university or the M.R.C.O.G. or the M.R.C.P.I, in the 
Medicine of Reproduction or a professional qualification 
at least equivalent to one of these. 

(b) At least seven years satisfactory experience (after becoming 
entitled to full registration) in the practice of the 
medical profession, at least four years of which were 
devoted to obstetrics and gynaecology. 

I am also to inform you that the Comhairle has decided to refuse the 
recent applications by the Western Health Board for the creation of 
a post of Consultant Obstetrician/Gynaecologist and Consultant 
Paediatrician to be based at Roscommon Hospital. I enclose a copy 
of the letter to the Health Board, for your information. 

Yours sincerely, 

f d>6**^*\ 
G.P//Martin 
Chffef Of f i cer . 

Chairman: Professor Basil Chubb: Vice-Chairman: Prol. D J OSullrww*. FRCP. CMtf Q9k*r. G PAtartm 


