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v (WESTERN HEALTH BOARD) 

Minutes of meeting of Community Care Standing Committee held in the 

Boardroom, Merlin Park Regional Hospital, on Friday, 2nd June, 1978. 

Members Present: 

Also Present 

Minutes: 

Hostel at 

Ard-na-Mara: 

Mr. H. Melvin, M.C.C., who presided, 

Mr. J. Molloy, M.C.C., 

Dr. E. 0*Byrne, and 

Mr. P. Flynn, M.C.C., T.D. 

Mr. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer, 

Mr. P. McDaid, Programme Manager. 

The minutes of meeting held on 14th April, 1978, were 

adopted, on the proposition of Deputy Flynn, seconded 

by Councillor Molloy. 

The Committee considered a report on this matter which 

had been circulated. The Chief Executive Officer further 

reported that he had met a deputation uf membe/s of L!,e 

Residents Association on 29th May, 1?78, and had explained 

to them the assurances referred to in the report circulated. 

The position was that the deputation remained totally 

opposed to any question of a hostel being located at 

Ard-na-Mara, though they had agreed to put the Board's 

position to a meeting of the residents. Many of the 

arguments put forward by the residents did not seem to 

be valid. 

Deputy Flynn put the following points to the meeting:-

1) If there hod been a proposal to site such o hostel 

beside his own house he would have been as opposed to 

it as the local residents were, or if it were proposed 

for his general area there would have been the same 

reaction and he would have had to represent that 

reaction. 

2) He had been approached by a deputation of the 

residents and whiic he had not indicated Hie own v3evs 

to them he had satisfied himself of the strength of 

their opposition to the proposed location of the hostel. 

3) It seen.ed to him that such hostel, were usually 

undertaken by a voluntary body 

degree of t h i s occasion by the Bccrd. 



— i. -

4) He considered that, whatever evidence there might be 

of the level of need for such a service at present, 

once the service was available there would be an 

increase in the numbers seeking to use it. A question 

arose as to whether the kinds of services now being made 

available generally, as compared with the past, were not 

making it easier for marriages to fail. He was further

more not very impressed with many of the people espousing 

such services. 

5) He asked if planning permission was necessary for the 

proposed development. His information was that any 

such application would be opposed and that a Court 

injunction would be sought if necessary. 

6) He did not think the assurances given to the residents 

could stand up in practice. 

The Chief Executive Officer said that while he accepted much 

of what Deputy Flynn has said he did not consider that the 
. h e felt 

objections of the residents were valid and/that the assurance 

given to the residents were reasonable. On the question of 

planning permission, his belief was that planning permission 

was not necessary, but as a public body there was no question 

of the Board evading its responsibilities in this regard. 

The Chief Executive Officer detailed the manner in which 

the assurances given would operate. 

The Programme Manager said the Board's role in this 

proposal was in support of the voluntary organisations, who 

would have the lead role in the operation of the premises, 

but with specific support from the Board to ensure the 

standards of operation. Part of this support was the 

provision of the premises, financial contributions and 

professional assistance. 

Deputy Flynn reiterated his opposition to the proposal. 

It was decided to consider the matter again at the next 

meeting of the Committee. 

The Committee considered an extract from the minutes of a 

meeting of the Gulway Local Health Advisory Committee on 

3rd February, 1978, dealing with a proposal that 
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membership o f D i s t r i c t Core Teams should be open to 

e l ec ted represen ta t i ves . I t was agreed tha t as the 

Teams were par t o f the Board's management arrangements 

i t would not be appropr iate to extend the /membership. 

E l i g i b i l i t y f o r 

Health Se rv i ces : 
This matter had been re fe r red to the Committee for i t s 

cons ide ra t ion from the Special Board meeting o f 3rd A p r i l , 

1978. The Committee decided to defer cons idera t ion o f 

the matter pending a v a i l a b i l i t y o f f u r t he r d e t a i l s 

concerning the imp l i ca t ions o f extension o f e l i g i b i l i t y 

on the l i n e s proposed. 

Signed: 

P. McDaid, 

Programme Manager, 

Date: /*r/fc/Tg 

Confirmed and adopted at meeting held on 

Signed: 

Chairman, 

Date: 


