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Western Health Board 
Telephone: Gal way (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

29th September, 1976. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Re: Postponement of time of commencement of monthly 
Board Meeting - Monday, 4th October, 1976, in the 
Domestic Staff Home, Regional Hospital, Galway. 

Dear Member, 

I desire to draw your attention to the decision taken at 
yesterday's Special Meeting of the Board to postpone the 
above meeting from 3.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. on Monday next, 
4th October, 1976, to facilitate the holding of a special 
meeting of the General Hospital Care Standing Committee, 
which has been arranged for 3.00 p.m. on the same date, to 
consider the proposed federation between Roscommon County 
Hospital and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Member on 28th September, 1976, were adopted 

on the proposal of Dr. J. J. Tobin, seconded 
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Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway 1091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

26th October, 1976. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Dear Member, 

I desire to inform you that the next meeting of the Board 
will be held in the Boardroom, Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 
Galway, at 3.00 p.m. on Monday, 1st November, 1976, to consider 
Agenda as set out hereunder. 

The meeting will be followed by Mass at 5.00 p.m. in the 
Hospital Chapel at Merlin Park to be celebrated by the Chaplain, 
Rev. Fr. M. Mulkerrins, for deceased and living Members of the 
Board and the Staff. 

You are hereby requested to attend. 

Yours sincerely, 

# E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive O f f i c e r . 

A G E N D A 

1 . Opening Prayer . 

2. Verification of Minutes of Meeting of 4th October, 1976, 
(copy herewith). 

3. Disposal of Board's leasehold interest in:-

(a) Workhouse, Ballinasloe; 

(b) Former Fever Hospital, Gort. 

(Statutory Notice in each case circulated to each Member on 
20th October, 1976). 

/2.... 

Member on 28th September, 1976, were adopted 

on the proposal of Dr. J. J. Tobin, seconded 
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4. Progress Report on sole of Dispensary Residences - (copy herewith). 

5. Reconstitution of Standing Committees - recommendation herewith. 

6. Chief Executive Officer's Progress Report:-

(1) "Choice of Doctor" and "Choice of Pharmacist" Schemes; 

(2) Building Prog ramme. 

6. Notice of Motion - adjourned from meeting of 4th October, 1976:-

Dental Services: 

"I propose to ask the C.E.O. to inform the Board if and when 
it is proposed to appoint:-

(a) A Consultant Dental Surgeon; 

(b) A Consultant Orthodontist in the Region." 

M. Kelly, M.C.C. 

Member on 28th-September, 1976, were adopted 

on the proposal of Dr. J. J. Tobin, seconded 

/2 



BORD SUINTE AN IARTHAIR 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Western Health Board, held 

at 4.00 p.m. on Monday, 4th October, 1976, in the Domestic 

Staff Home, Regional Hospital, Galway. 

Present: Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, Chairman, who 
presided. 

Other Members: Messrs. P. C. Bresnihan, E. Carey, 
Miss D. Casey, Messrs. P. Concannon, J. Costello, 
D. Dalton, M. J. Egan, P. Flynn, E. Haverty, 
M. Kelly, J. D. Kennedy, M. D. Lyons, 
M, J. McLoughlin, H. Melvin, J. Molloy, 
P. J. Morley, J. Mulrooney, T. 0 Baoill, 
J. P. O'Donnell, P. D. Power, J. R. Shea, and 
J. J. Tobin. 

Apologies: Councillor G. Dodd, Dr. M. J. Dyar, 
Mr. P. 0 Cathain. 

In Attendance: 

Opening Proyer: 

Messrs. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer; 
M. Killeen and S. O'Donoghue, Programme 
Managers; K. Hickey, Personnel Officer, 
P. O'Meara, Planning & Evaluation Officer; 
J. O'Hanrahan, Acting Consultant Surgeon, 
County Hospital, Roscommon; Dr. N. O'Beirn, 
Medical Administrator, Galway Regional Hospitals, 
and Mr. J. O'Leary, Secretary. 

The Opening Prayer was recited in Irish by 

the Chief Executive Officer. 

Resolution of 

Sympathy: 

On the proposal of Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, 

Chairman, seconded by Councillor H. Melvin, 

Vice-Chairman, the sympathy of the Board was 

extended to Mr. Pascal McDaid, Programme 

Manager, Community Care, and his family, on the 

death of his mother, Mrs. Roseanne McDaid, 

on 1st October, 1976. The Chief Executive 

Officer, on behalf of all sections of the 

Staff, and on his own behalf, associated 

himself with the resolution of sympathy. 

Minutes: 
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of 6th September, 

1976, copies of which were circulated to each 

Member on 28th -September, 1976, were adopted 

on the proposal of Dr. J. J. Tobin, seconded 
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by Councillor H. Melvin, following the 

insertion of the words "to those also" 

between the words "and" and "contained" 

in the ninth line of page 11, and then 

signed by the Chairman. 

Statutory Notice having been given in all 

cases, it was proposed by Councillor H. Melvin, 

seconded by Dr. J. J. Tobin, and resolved: 

"That we hereby consent to the sale of the 

following former dispensary residences to 

their occupiers, the purchasers to be 

responsible for all costs incurred in 

connection with the disposal, subject to the 

approval of the Minister for Health: 

(1) Dwellinghouse situated on 2 roods or 

thereabouts, at Ballygar, Co. Galway, 

to Dr. J. P. Daly, Ballygar, for the sum 

of nine-thousand, one-hundred-and-fifty 

pounds (£9,150), the Board to have first 

option to re-purchase at an agreed price 

in the event of re-sale or,in the absence 

of agreement, at a price to be determined 

by arbitration. "* 

(2) Dwellinghouse situated on approximately 

2 roods at Westpark, Loughrea, to 

Dr. M. J. Dyar, Westpark, Loughrea, for 

the sum of sixteen-thousand, seven-hundred 

and-fifty pounds (£16,750). 

(3) Dwellinghouse situated on approximately 

2 roods at Spiddal, Co. Galway, to 

Dr. C. J. Cunningham, Spiddal, for the 

sum of eleven-thousand, two-hundred-and 

/3 



- 3 -

fifty pounds (£11,250), the Board to 

have first option to re-purchase at an 

agreed price in the event of re-sale, or 

in the absence of agreement, at a price 

to be determined by arbitration." v s 

Chief Executive Officer's report of 4th 

October, 1976, and report of the negotiating 

teams of 30th September, 1976, on the proposed 

federation of Roscommon County Hospital, and 

Porti uncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, circulated 

at the meeting, were considered. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that the 

Government's decision on a General Hospital 

Development Plan announced by the Minister for 

Health on 21st October, 1975, decided that a 

federation of the County Hospital, Roscommon 

and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, should 

be put into operation for a trial period. 

Representatives of the Western Health Board and 

of the Authorities of Portiuncula Hospital, 

including the Consultant Medical Staff, entered 

into negotiations on 22nd April, 1976, and met 

on six occasions before reaching agreement on 

the main areas. The Western Health Board was 

represented at the negotiations by:-

Mr. M.Killeen, Programme Manager, General 

Hospital Care; Mr. K. Hickey, Personnel Officer; 

Mr. P. O'Meara, Planning & Evaluation Officer/ 

and Mr. J. O'Hanrahan, Acting County Surgeon, 

Roscommon. 

It had been agreed, following the negotiations, 
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that the two vacancies in the County Hospital, 

Roscommon, for a Consultant Surgeon and 

Consultant Physician should be filled. An 

additional surgeon should be appointed based 

on Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, but who 

would also provide services in the County 

Hospital, Roscommon, on the basis of an agreed 

roster. A consultant obstetrician/gynaecologist 

and one additional consultant anaesthetist 

should be appointed to the County Hospital, 

Roscommon. Otherwise no change was proposed 

in the Consultant Staff of the federated 

hospitals. The combined senior medical 

staffing for the hospitals was set out on 

page 2 of his report. 

A Co-Ordinating Committee would be established 

with representatives from both hospitals, 

to co-ordinate their activities and explore 

additional ways in which the two hospitals 

could co-operate to their mutual advantage. 

It was recommended that the trial period of 

the federation should run for two years from 

1st January, 1977, or from one year after the 

appointment of the necessary consultants, 

whichever was the earlier, but this trial 

period could be extended by mutual agreement. 

The agreed terms of the federation were arrived 

at after frank and extensive deliberations, 

and he was satisfied that this was the best 

possible solution. If adopted by the Board, 

the proposed terms of the federation would 

be sent to Comhairle na n-Ospideal for approval 

to the additional consultant posts and to the 
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Minister for Health, who would have to 

provide the necessary finance, and also 

approve of the registrar posts. 

The Board's General Hospital Care Standing 

Committee, at a Special Meeting held that day 

immediately before the Board Meeting had 

examined the proposals for federation and 

unanimously recommended it for approval to 

the Board. 

Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, Chairman, 

thanked the Chief Executive Officer and his 

negotiating team for their efforts in securing 

the agreement, and stated that this appeared 

to be the best possible solution for the 

people served by the two hospitals. If the 

trial proved a success, there was no reason 

why the federation should not continue 

indefinitely. 

Following further discussion, in the course 

of which the Chief Executive Officer and his 

negotiating team were complimented on the 

outcome, the terms of the federation were 

adopted on the proposal of Councillor D. Dalton, 

seconded by Councillor P. Concannon, with a strong 

recommendation to Comhairle na n-Ospideal and 

the Minister for Health that the proposals in 

relation to additional staff and funds be 

treated as a matter of urgency. 

Chief Executive Officer referred to an 

unfounded statement attributed to him recently 

in one of the local papers and stated 

emphatically that he had made no statement on 

the proposed federation while the negotiations 
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>re in progress. 

Por t iuncu lo 

H o s p i t o l , 

Bo l l i nas loe -

Extension of 

D«—I ing 

Arrangements -

South Rosco—on 

pa t ien ts f ro« 

1st November, 

1976: 

On the recommendation of the Chief Executive 

O f f i ce r , i t was proposed by Mr. J . Cos te l lo , 

seconded by Dr. J . R. Shea, and reso lved : -

"That we hereby author ise an extension of the 

deeming arrangements in respect of South 

County Roscommon pat ients wi th Port iuncula 

Hosp i ta l , Ba l l inas loe , from 1st November, 1976, 

to 30th A p r i l , 1977." 
\ j 

CoMon Se lect ion 

' • 

Procedure for 

Consultant 

Appoint—nts: 

Department of Health letter of 14th September, 

1976, with copy of draft Health (Selection of 

Hospital Consultants) Regulations 1976, and 

explanatory memorandum, copies of which were 

circulated to each Member on 28th September, 

1976, were considered. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that, heretofore, 

appointments of hospital consultants to Health 

Board hospitals were made on the 

recommendation of the Local Appointments' 

Commission, but the public Voluntary Hospitals 

which contained approximately half the 

consultant posts in the country, with few 

exceptions,did not avail of the Local 

Appointments' Commission machinery in making 

their appointments. The Board had been 

pressing for a considerable period for the 

adoption of a common selection procedure. 

The draft Regulations did not specify in 

detail the procedures to be followed in 

selecting persons for appointment nor of the 
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composition of interview boards. He had 

received a letter dated 27th September, 1976, 

from the Chief Officer, of Comhairle na 

n-Ospideal, with a press release issued by 

An Comhairle on the draft Regulations which 

stated that the Comhairle would be making 

detailed suggestions to the Minister on some 

aspects of the draft and contained an assurance 

that it would adhere to the proposals already 

published, particularly in regard to the 

composition of interview boards. 

In the event of alterations in the composition 

of interview boards being considered necessary, 

there would be full consultation with the 

interests concerned before any decisions on 

such alterations were made. Proposals already 

published were broadly acceptable to these 

interests. While the Local Appointments' 

Commission, apart from some inordinate delays 

in making recommendations, had given 

outstanding service, it was not acceptable 

to the voluntary hospitals which did not now 

avail of its services in the filling of 

hospital consultant posts. 

In the course of the ensuing discussion, 

concern was expressed at the predominance 

of Eastern Health Board representation on 

Comhairle na n-Ospideal, and it was also 

considered that the proposed Commissioners 

for decisions on the selection of candidates 

for appointments, should number five, as 

originally proposed by An Comhairle, any 

three of whom could form a quorum. 
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The following resolutions were adopted 

unanimously:-

(1) Proposed by Councillor J. Mulrooney, 

seconded by Senator M. D. Lyons:-

"That we welcome the proposed Regulations for 

a Common Selection Procedure for Hospital 

Consultant Appointments, but recommend that 

the Commissioners for decisions on the select 

of candidates for appointment, should number 

five, including at least one representative 

from each Regional Hospital Board area, and 

any three of whom would form a quorum." 

(2) Proposed by Councillor P. Concannon, 

seconded by Councillor H. Melvin:-

"That we recommend that members appointed 

to Comhairle na n-Ospideal from 1st January, 

1979, include at least one representative 

from each Health Board area." 

It was proposed by Mr. T. 0 Baoill, seconded 

by Dr. J. R. Shea, and resolved:-

"That pursuant to Article 7 (2) of the 

Health (Local Committees) Regulations 1972, 

we hereby appoint Dr. M. Reynolds, Chief 

Psychiatrist/R.M.S., St. Brigid's Hospital, 

Ballinasloe, to the vacancy in the membership 

of Galway Local Health Committee occasioned 

by the resignation of Dr. J. R. Shea, from 

the office of Chief Psychiatrist/R.M.S., 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe.• 
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Vacancy in 

Membership of 

Roscommon Local 

Health Co—ittee 

It was proposed by Dr. M. J. McLoughlin, 

seconded by Dr. P. D. Power, and resolved:-

"That pursuant to Article 7 (2) of the 

Health (Local Committees) Regulations 1972, 

we hereby appoint Dr. Philomena Spellman, 

Acting Chief Psychiatrist/R.M.S., St. Patrick's 

Hospital, Castlerea, to the vacancy in the 

membership of Roscommon Local Health Committee, 

occasioned by the transfer of Dr. M. Reynolds, 

to the post of Chief Psychiatrist/R.M.S., 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe." 

Reports from 

Meetings of 

Standing 

Committees: 

Chief Executive 

Officer's 

Progress Report: 

Minutes of Meetings of Standing Committees, 

copies of which were circulated to each 

Member on 28th September, 1976, were noted 

and recommendations therein approved as 

follows:-

(1) Special Hospital Care Standing Committee -

Meeting of 9th July, 1976: 

Proposed by Councillor D. Dalton, and 

seconded by Mr. J. Costello. 

(2) General Hospital Care Standing Committee -

Meeting of 23rd July, 1976: 

Proposed by Councillor H. Melvin, seconded 

by Councillor P. J. Morley. 

Chief Executive Officer reported as follows:-

1, General Medical Services: 

The following was the position in relation to 

the filling of vacancies in the General Medical 

Services "Choice of Doctor" Scheme:-

/10 



- 10 -

COUNTY GALWAY: 

Williamstown: 

The candidate recommended for appointment 

as result of interviews held on 19th May, 

1976, declined appointment. 

Dr. James G. Bradley, the next candidate in 

order of merit, has confirmed that he will 

accept appointment and be available to take 

up duty in early October. Form of agreement 

sent for completion to Dr. Bradley on 

1st October, 1976. 

COUNTY MAYO: 

Louisburgh: 

Dr. Patricia Heneghan took up duty on 

1st October, 1976. 

COUNTY ROSCOMMON; 

Roscommon Town: 

Dr. John Brennan took up duty on 13th 

September, 1976. 

Knockcroghery: 

The candidate recommended for appointment 

as a result of interviews held on 12th July, 

1976, declined appointment. The post was 

re-advertised with a closing date of 5th 

October, 1976. 

Latest returns from the General Medical 

Services (Payments) Board give the following 

particulars in respect of the Board's area:-
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(a) Payments: 

Doctors Pharmacists 

(Cost of Drugs & Disp.) 

Total 

Year ended 
3 i / l 2 / ' 7 5 : 

May 1976: 

June 1976: 

Ingredient 

Dispensing 

V.A.T. 

To ta l : 

ar ended 

May 1976: 

(b) 

Cost 

Fee 

(c ) 

1,248,414.00 

118,325.00 

114,740.00 

2,023 

195 

508.00 

813 .00 

194,946.00 

Breakdown of Payments to Pharmacis^ 

Cost 

£ 

112,834.00 

43,516.00 

2,125.00 

158,475.00 

V i s i t i n g Rates: 

Stock Orders 

£ 

25,967.35 

10,029.53 

474.12 

36,471.00 

Western Health Board 

Surg 

3 1 / 1 2 / ' 7 5 : 3.87 

3.76 

Dom. Tota l 

0.81 4.68 

0.72 4.48 

ts - June 1976: 

Tota l 

£ 

138,801.35 

53,545.53 

2,599.12 

194,946.00 

% 

Whol( 

Surg. 

4.33 

4.33 

3,271 

314 

309 

i Coun 

Dom. 

1.15 

1.07 

,922.00 

,138.00 

,686.00 

% Tota l 

71.2 

27.5 

1.3 

100.0 

t r y 

Total 

5.48 

5.40 

June 1976: 3.77 0.67 4.44 4.31 0.99 5.30 

2. Statutory Declaration of Means: 

Draft Statutory Declaration of Means circulated 

at Special Meeting of 28th September, 1976, 

was considered and a number of amendments 

recommended by Mr. M. J. Egan were noted by 

the Chief Executive Officer for consideration. 

The Board and the Chief Executive Officer 

expressed their appreciation to Mr. Egan for 

his assistance. 
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3» Infectious Diseases (Amendment) Regulations 

1976: 

Copies of Department of Health Press Release 

of 28th September, 1976, and Infectious Diseases 

(Amendment) Regulations 1976, were circulated 

at the meeting, the Chief Executive Officer 

explaining that the effect of the Regulations 

was to declare the diseases Lassa Fever and 

Rabies to be infectious diseases under 

Infectious Diseases Regulations 1948, for the 

purposes of Part IV of the Health Act 1947. 

Dental Services: 

Consideration of the following motion, notice 

of which had been duly given, was deferred for 

the attendance of Mr. P. McDaid, Programme 

Manager, Community Care, at the next meeting. 

"I propose to ask the C.E.O. to inform the 
Board if and when it is proposed to appoint: 

(1) a Consultant Dental Surgeon; 

(2) a Consultant Orthodontist in the Region." 

Chief Executive Officer stated that the next 

meeting would be held at 3.00 p.m. on Monday, 

1st November, 1976, as Church Holydays were now 

working days for the Staff. The Meeting would 

be followed by Mass celebrated for deceased 

Members and Staff, in the Chapel at Merlin Park 

Regional Hospital at 5.00 p.m. approximately. 

The Meeting then concluded when the Board 

divided into its three Standing Committees and 

visited the following Departments of Galway 
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Regional Hospital:-

(a) General Hospital Care Standing Committee 

- Laboratories: (l) Hospital, and 

(2) Public Analyst, accompanied by 

Miss M. Donlon, Acting Assistant Matron. 

(b) Psychiatric & Geriatric Care Standing 

Committee - Maternity Department, 

accompanied by Miss 0. King, Assistant 

Matron. 

(c) Community Care Standing Committee -

Theatres; Radiology Department; 

Out-Patients' Department, accompanied by 

Sr. M. Imelda, Acting Matron. 

Signed : . <%^#CA^T^— •&* ) ' 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Western 

Health Board held at 3.00 p.m. on Monday, 

1st November, 1976, at Merlin Park Regional 

Hospital, Galway. 

&tfi« Signed: 
Chairman. 


