
Minutes of the meeting of the Western
Health Board 10th September 1976

Item Type Meetings and Proceedings

Authors Western Health Board (WHB)

Download date 26/05/2023 17:55:47

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10147/89881

Find this and similar works at - http://www.lenus.ie/hse

http://hdl.handle.net/10147/89881


Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your "eT Community Care. 
0ur Ref : Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 
(Please quote our ref. in any reply) Galway 

10th September, 1976. 

To: Each Member of the Board; 

Re: Disposal of Dispensary Residence at Ballygar, Co. Galway: 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 89 of the Health Act, 
1947 and Section 83 of the Local Government Act, 1946, I hereby give 
you notice that it is proposed to dispose of the Board's Dispensary 
Residence at Ballygar, as follows:-

1. Property: The property consist of a two-storey residence on a 
site of 2 roods or thereabouts acquired by the former 
Health Authority, Galway County Council, in 1969 from 
Mrs. Sara Sexton, Ballygar, for the sum of £4,200. 

2. Person to whom it is proposed 
to dispose of the residence: Dr. J.P. Daly, Ballygar. 

3. Consideration in respect Nine thousand, one hundred and 
of disposal: fifty pounds (£9,150). 

4. Conditions: (a) The purchaser to be responsible for all costs 
incurred in connection with the disposal. 

(b) Disposal to be subject to restrictions as to re
sale - the Board to have first option to 
re-purchase at agreed price or, in the absence of 
agreement, at price to be determined by arbitration. 

5. The sale shall be subject to the sanction of the Minister for Health. 

This matter will be placed on the Agenda for consideration at the next 
Ordinary Meeting of the Board, which will be held on the expiration of 
10 days from the date of this Notice. 

Signed: &LP- ^> 
E. Hannan, 

Chief Executive Officer. 



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: C/1 9 / 8 / 1 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Community Care, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway 

10th September, 1976, 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Re: Disposal of Dispensary Residence at Loughrea, Co. Galway: 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 89 of the Health Act, 1947 
and Section 83 of the Local Government Act, 1946, I hereby give you notice 
that it is proposed to dispose of the Board's Dispensary Residence at 
Loughrea, as follows:-

1. Property: The property consists of a two-storey, 5-bedroomed residence, 
erected by Galway County Council in 1939 at a cost of £1,600. 

2. Person to whom it is proposed 
to dispose of the property: 

3. Consideration in respect 
of disposal: 

Dr. M.J. Dyar, Loughrea. 

Sixteen-thousand, seven hundred and 
fifty pounds (£16,750). 

4. Conditions: The purchaser to be responsible for all costs incurred in 
connection with the disposal. 

5. The sale shall be subject to the sanction of the Minister for Health. 

This matter will be placed on the Agenda for consideration at the next 
Ordinary Meeting of the Board, which will be held on the expiration of 10 
days from the date of this Notice. 

Signed: 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: C/l9/8/2 
(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Community Care, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway 

10th September, 1976. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Re: Disposal of Dispensary Residence at Spiddal, Co. Galway: 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 89 of the Health Act, 1947 
and Section 83 of the Local Government Act, 1946, I hereby give you notice 
that it is proposed to dispose of the Board's Dispensary Residence at 
Spiddal, as follows:-

1 . Property: The property consists of a bungalow type dwelling on an 
elevated site of 2 roods or thereabouts acquired by the 
former Health Authority, Galway County Council, in 1955 
from Mrs. M. O'Beirn, Knock, Spiddal, for the sum of 
£2,665. 

2. Person to whom it is proposed 
to dispose of the residence: Dr. C.J. Cunningham, Spiddal. 

3. Consideration in respect 
of disposal: 

Elevan-thousand, two hundred and 
fifty pounds (£11,250). 

4. Conditions: (a) The purchaser to be responsible for all costs incurred 
in connection with the disposal. 

(b) Disposal to be subject to restrictions as to re-sale -
the Board to have first option to re-purchase at agreed 
price or, in the absence of agreement, at price to be 
determined by arbitration. 

5. The sale shall be subject to the sanction of the Minister for Health. 

This matter will be placed on the Agenda for consideration at the next 
Ordinary Meeting of the Board, which will be held on the expiration of 10 
days from the date of this Notice. 

Signed: 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer, 



Department of Health 
Hawkins House, Dublin 2 
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| |4 September 1976 

kltLdCfijRA ^HilaiLt-\\ fcogi^. 

Dear e .£ .o 
I am directed by the Minister for Health to say that he has had under 
examination the proposals submitted to him by Comhairle na nOspideal 
for a common selection procedure for hospital consultant appointments. 
A copy of draft regulations which it is proposed to make., (with the 
approval of each House of the Oireachtas), together with an ezplanatory 
memorandum is enclosed. The Minister would be glad to have any views 
that may be offered for his consideration before the end of October. 

Yours sincerely 
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Memorandum on draft regulations regarding 

a common selection Procedure for consultants 

and certain other staff employed in hcnT?itq.lg 

providing services under the Health Act 1970 

1. Section 4KD(b)(v) of the Health Act, 1970 enables 

the Minister, following consultation with Comhairle na 

nOspideal and with such bodies engaged in medical education 

as appear to him to be appropriate, to make regulations 

prescribing functions for the Comhairle in relation to the 

selection of persons for appointment as consultants and 

certain other staff in hospitals engaged in the provision 

of services under jthe Act. A copy of draft re.gulations 

which the Minister^ proposes to make is attached. 

2. The hospitals concerned are the health board hospitals 

and the public voluntary hospitals. In addition to 

consultants, it is intended that the regulations will also 

aPPly to the selection of persons for appointment as senior 

registrars and biochemists (top grade) in these hospitals. 

3. Consultants employed by health boards are selected for 

appointment by the Local Appointments Commissioners. 

Consultants employed by the public voluntary hospitals are 

selected for appointment by the hospital authorities thornselve 

there are also arrangements for selection involving agreements 

between voluntary hospitals and medical schools and 

universities and a statutory provision in section 62 of the 

Health Act, 195?, governing teaching appointments in health 

board hospitals. 

4* In September, 1972, the Minister requested the Comhairle 

to suggest a common selection procedure for health board and 
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2. 

public voluntary hospital consultants and to indicate in 

broad outline the machinery for the implementation of 

such a procedure. The Comhairle, having consulted the 

various interests concerned, submitted to the Minister, 

in March 1974, a scheme which it considered would be 

generally acceptable; the proposals would apply to the 

selection of senior registrars as well as.consultants. 

Copies of the document containing the Comhairle's proposals 

have been supplied by the Comhairle to all interested 

parties. 

5. The scheme recommended by the.Comhairle contained 

two main elements, namely -

(a) the establishment of a consultant selection committee 

consisting of five members of the Comhairle and 

(b) the procedures to apply in relation to the selection 

process. 

6. The Comhairle in its proposals envisaged the establishment 

of a. consultant selection committee, which would be a standing 

committee of the Comhairle consisting of five of its members 

and to which the x-esponsibility of operating a common 

selection system would be formally delegated. While the 

Minister accepts the principle of a small committee, he 

considers that a committee of three (rather than five) would 

be more effective particularly because of the inevitable need 

for the frequent personal involvement of the members in the 

day-to-day operation of the system. The Minister is satisfied 

that, in such circumstances, a smaller body would be more 

efficient and should ensure that delays are kept to a minimum. 

In relation to themembership of the body, the Minister gavo 

due consideration to representations which he received for 

/3 
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i 
the continuing involvement of the local- Appointments 

Commission in the selection process. He accepts that the 

Commission has been generally accepted publicly in its 

work in filling posts under health boards and he thinks 

that there should be some connection between it and the 

new common selection machinery. .He would propose to 

achieve this by providing in the draft regulations 

(Article 6) that the Comhairle would inc3-ude a local 

•Appointments Commissioner (nominated by the Minister) 

among the three persons who would be appointed to act as 

commissioners for decisions on the selection of candidates 

for appointment. 

7. The Comhairle has set out in detail in their proposals 

to the Minister the procedures for the selection process 

(see from page 8 onwards in their proposals). The Minister 

does not propose to incorporate this measure of detail in 

the proposed regulations. The Comhairle will be obliged 

(Article 7(2) of the draft regulations) to specify certain 

basic requirements for the procedures to be implemented by 

the commissioners. In addition, the Comhairle will have 

power under that Article to give directions to the 

commissioners regarding the procedures to be followed in 
i 

the selection process on the lines set out in detail in 
i -

their proposals. ! If, however, in the light of experience 

of the operation of the selection system, the Comhairle 

should wish to amend these directions, the regulations 

would be sufficiently flexible to enable them to do so 

quickly. 

rd 



D R A F T 

H3ALTH (SELECTION OF EOSPITAL CONSULTANTS) REGULATIONS, lQ7fi 

Thess Regulations may he cited as the Health (Selection of Hospital 

Consultants) Regulations, 1976. 

In these Regulations -

"theAct" means the Health Act, 1970; 
i 

"the Minister" means the Minister for Health; 

j^the Council" means Comhairle na nOspideal established-under section 41 

of the Act. 

These Regulations shall come into operation on 

The Council shall perform the functions specified in these Regulations 

in relation to the selection of persons for the appointments referred to 

in section 4l(l)(b)(i) of the Act. 

i^he Council shall -

(a) ensure that the procedures for the selection of persons referred 

to in Article 4 are operated in accordance with these regulations 

in a proper and efficient manner, 

(b) make arangenents for such administrative, clerical and ancillary 

services as may from time to tine be required for the operation 

of the procedures for such selections, 

(c) appoint commissioners, from time to time, under Article 6 to act 

in the discharge of the functions referred to in that Article, 

U) advise the Minister from time to time on the general operation of 

these regulations. 

/2 
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. (i) To implement the procedures for selection referred to in Article 5, 

three persons shall be appointed by the Council to act as commissioners 

for decisions on the selection.of candidates for appointment. 

(2) The persons referred to in sub-article*(1) shall be -

(a) the chairman or vice-chairman of the Council, as the 

Council may from time to" time appoint, 

(b) a member of the Council other than the member appointed 

under paragraph (a), as the Council may from time to time 

It i 

appoint, and 

(c) a person who is a Local Appointments Commissioner under the 

Local Authorities (Officers and Employees) Act, 1926 

(Wo. 39 of 1926), on the nomination of the Minister. 

(3) The person appointed under sub-article (2)(a) shall act as chairman 

.of the commissioners. 

1(0 The Council shall specify requirements for the procedures for the 

making of recommendations by the commissioners of persons for the 

appointments referred to in Article 4. 

(2) The requirements under sub-article (l) shall include requirements that -

(a) appointments will be made after advertisement by the 

commissioners, 

(b) interview boards, constitued in accordance with the Council's 

specifications, shall be set up by the commissioners to review 

applications, 

(c) the commissioners shall not recommend any person for appointment 

who does not possess the qualifications specified by the 

Council under section 4l(l)(b)(ii) of the Act, and 

(d) the commissioners, in making recommendations, shall comply 

with any directions of the Minister relating to the knowledge 

of a language or languages. 
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se regulations shall not apply -

to temporary appointments; 

to the appointment of a Master of the National Maternity Hospital, 

the Coombe Lying-in Hospital, or the Rotunda Hospital where such 

appointment is being made from among the consultant medical staff 

of the hospital in which the Master is being appointed, and 

in circumstances where, because the services of a consultant are 

• no longer required by reason of the discontinuance of use of a 

hospital or the change of services provided in a hospital, it is 

proposed, with the consent of the Minister, to offer that person 

an alternative similar appointment to the same or to a different 

employing authority. 
i 



BORD SLAINTE AN TARTHAIR 

PSYCHIATRIC & GERIATRIC CARE STANDING COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting of the Committee held in the D'Alton Home, 
Claremorris, Co. Mayo, on Friday 9th July, 1976, at 1.30 p.m 

PRESENT: Mr. M.J. Egan, LL.B. - Chairman 

Mr. P. O'Cathain 
Mr. T. O'Baoill, R.M.N. 
Dr. M.J. McLoughlin, B.D.S. 
Mr. E. Haverty, M.C.C. 
Mr. E. Carey, N.T M.C.C. 

Mr. J.P. O'Callaghan, M.C.C. - Chairman of 
Western Health Board 
Mr. H. Melvin, M.C.C. - Vice-Chairman of 
Western Health Board 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr. S. O'Donoghue, Programme Manager 
' Miss M. Cloonan, Secretary 

MINUTES: On the proposal of Mr. T. O'Baoill, seconded 
by Mr. E. Carey, the minutes of the Psychiatric 
& Geriatric Care Standing Committee Meeting of 
the l4th May, 1976, were adopted by the 
Committee. 

MATTERS ARISING 

FROM MINUTES: . St.. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar 

Boilers — The Programme Manager informed the 
members that he had been speaking to the 
Technical Services Officer who informed him that 
the Department of Health have agreed to put in 
one of the boilers as a temporary measure to be 
used as standby. 

St. Patrick's Hospital, Castlerea 

Boilers -- The members were informed that work 
was well advanced on installing 2 new boilers at 
this hospital. The boilers were in position and 
pipe work etc. was in progress. 

St. Francis Home, Newcastle 

The Programme Manager informed the members that 
this Home was officially opened on the 29th June, 
1976, by Senator M.D. Lyons, Chairman, Western 
Health Board. 
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OTHAIR OK GAELTACHT; Tar eis disp'oireacht bh"x na baill ar 
aon-aigne gur fearr marc no seala, ar cas 
rtfctai, a chuirfeadh in uil do fuirn an 
Oispideil gur gaelgeoirl" na n-othar ria 
fogra eigin gur gaelgeoirT iad. 

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL LAND TO 

ACCOMMODATE ITINERANTS AT 

OE: 

" 

The Programme Manager informed the members 
that following the last meeting both himself 
and the Chief Executive Officer inspected 
the site and would have no objection to 
leasing portion of the land, on a short 
term lease basis; with specific safeguards, 
to ensure that the lease could be terminated 

the event of difficulties with the 
itinerants. 

A discussion ensued as to what steps should 
be taken to protect the Health Board in the 
event of vandalism and to what exactly 
should bo contained in the lease of this 
land. After a lengthy discussion it was 
proposed by Mr. E. Haverty, seconded by 
Hi. M. McLoughlin and resolved:-

"That the Board be requested to negotiate 
with Die Local Authority for the leasing 
of Board land at Creggaun, Ballinasloe, 
for the accommodation of itinerants." 

PRi 1976 Budget Allocation 

The Programme Manager reported on the steps 
that had been taken to live within the 
Budgetary allocation for 1976. Expenditure 
to the end of May showed us overspent to 
the extent of £50,000 approximately. While 
everything possible was being done, it was 

remely unlikely, on the basis of the 
current trends in expenditure that we could 
live within the allocation and continue 
services at their present level. 

Child/Family Guidance Services 

The Programme Manager stated that 'Lyradoon' 
Lower Salthill Road, Galway, had now come 
into the possession of the Board as a 
Child/Family Guidance Centre. Alterations 
were in progress to adapt it for use as 
such. Planning Permission had been obtained 



to the provision of an extension to the 
property to include a Play Room at rear. 
It was expected that the main building would 
be operational by October, 1976, and that 
the extension would be completed by the 
1st January, 1977. 

u 

REVIEW OF YEAR THREE OF FIVE YEAR 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN; 
The review of Year Three of the Five Year 
Development Plan pages 100 to 130 inclusive 
as it related to the Special Hospital Care 
Services was considered in detail by the 
members, who unanimously adopted same. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: E.E.C. Social Fund 

The Programme Manager informed the members 
that a sum of £42,115 was received in 
respect of our 1974 Claim on the E.E.C. 
Social Fund. The following claims had also 
been made:-

1975 
1976 

£128,750 
£193,424 

A claim for 1977 would be made at the end 
of the current year. 

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING: 

It was agreed to hold the next meeting of the 
Committee on Friday 10th September, 1976, 
at 1.30 p.m. in St. Francis Home, Newcastle, 
Galway, to be followed by a visit to 
Kilcornan Training Centre, if convenient. 

SIGNED: ^jcM /tfc^J^' 
S M. Cl'oonan, 

Secretary. 

Confirmed and adopted at meeting held on the 10th September, 1976. 

SIGNED! 

ed and adop^ 

! ~ i - • i. <-= • 

#P. M.J. /Eganj; 
Chairman. 



BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR. 

(WESTERN HEALTH BOARDS . 

Minutes of Meeting of the General Institutional Care Standing 

Committee held on Friday, 23rd July, 1976, in St. Anne's 

Welfare Home, Clifden, at 3.00 p.m. 

PRESENT: 

APOLOGIES : 

CHAIRMAN: 

Miss D. Casey; Mr. P. Concannon, M.C.C., 
Mr. J. Costello; Mr. D. D'Alton, M.C.C., 
Mr. H. Melvin, M.C.C., Mr. J. P. O'Callaghan, M.c 
Dr. P. D. Power. 

Mr. P. C. Bresnihan; Dr. M. J. Dyar; 
Dr. M. Gilmore; Professor J. D. Kennedy. 

In the absence of the Chairman and the 

Vice-Chairman, Dr. P. D. Power acted as 

Chairman of the meeting with the consent of 

those present. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr. M. Killeen, Programme Manager. 
Sr. M. Carmel, Matron, St. Anne's Welfare Home. 

MINUTES : On the proposal of Mr. J. P. O'Callaghan, 

seconded by Miss D. Casey, the Minutes of the 

previous meeting held on 21st May, 1976, were 

approved and signed by the Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING OUT 

OF THE MINUTES: 

The Programme Manager informed the meeting that 

the Standing Committee was asked by the Board to 

examine proposals for the abolition of free 

transport for ambulant patients, and the 

substitution of a voucher of pre-detormined valu« 

in cases of financial need. The Committee 

decided not to recommend the abolition of the 

present transport system as operated, but to 

recommend to the Board, the introduction of way 

and means by which economies might be effected. 

The Prccramme Manager informed the meeting tha 



he would have a document prepared for 

consideration at the next meeting of the 

Committee. In the course of discussion, 

Miss Casey referred to the lack of refreshments 

and toilet facilities for patients in ambulances 

on long-distance runs. It was agreed that 

this matter be looked into immediately. 

PROGRESS REPORT ON The Programme Manager read the progress report 

HOSPITAL DEVELOPMENT 

WORKS: 
in relation to building schemes in the 

General Hospital Care Programme. The contents 

of the report were noted by the members. 

Arising from the report, Mr. J. Costello asked 

that attention be given to the improvement 

of mortuary facilities at the County Hospital, 

Roscommon. The Programme Manager indicated 

that he would have this matter examined. 

MINUTES OF MEETINGS The Minutes of the following Meetings of the 

OF HOSPITALS Hospital Executive Committees, copies of which 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES: 

had been circulated to each Member of the 

IA Committee, with the Agenda were then considered:-

(A) GALWAY AND MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITALS: 

12th April, 1976, and 17th May, 1976. 

(B) CASTLEBAR GENERAL HOSPITAL: 

22nd March, 1976, and 24th May, 1976. 

(C) COUNTY HOSPITAL, ROSCOMMON: 

4 t h May, 1976 . 

(A) GALWAY AND MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITALS: 

(1) Mee t ing of 1 2 t h A p r i l , 1976 : 

The Programme Manager r e f e r r e d t o 

recommendat icns from z. rr.e#>t1nrj of fcHe 

/ 3 . 



Surgeons and Anaesthetists of both 

hospitals, and stated that since a decision 

in principle had now been reached, that 

the North-Western Health Board would provide 

its own Orthopaedic Service. The question 

of providing Theatres at Units 5 and 6 at 

Merlin Park would be re-considered. 

In relation to the recommendation that 

additional Theatre accommodation be 

provided at the Regional Hospital, it was 

stated that this could only take place at a 

future date due to the cost of same. 

(2) Meeting of 17th May, 1976: 

The Programme Manager referred to a 

report made by Miss Heskin and Dr. Murphy 

in connection with the length of time that 

elapses in the X-Ray Department between the 

taking of the X-Rays and the issuing of 

reports at the Regional Hospital, Galway. 

It was pointed out that there had been 

some delay here, and the Programme Manager 

confirmed that this had now been rectified, 

and that the delay bad been reduced to a 

minimum. In connection with the Intensive 

Care Unit at the Regional Hospital, it was 

pointed out that due to lack of funds in 

1976, it was not possible to have this new 

Unit operational. The Programme 

Manager informed the meeting that efforts 

were being made to provide the additional 

Staff necessary through the re-deployment of 

existing Staff at both hospitals. 



r 

(B) CASTLEBAR GENERAL HOSPITAL; 

(1) Meeting of 22nd March, 1976: 

Dr. Power referred to the item in the 

Minutes relating to "smoking" within the 

hospital, and urged that a similar policy 

be introduced in all other Health Board 

Institutions. The members noted that 

there was difficulty in trying to enforce 

the established visiting hours at the 

hospital. 

(2) Meeting of 24th May, 1976: 

Reference was made to the discrepancies 

in the Staff complement at this hospital. 

The Programme Manager pointed out that this 

was an internal difficulty, but that the 

Nursing Staff complement in Castlebar 

General Hospital compared favourably with 

that of hospitals of similar size. 

(C) COUNTY HOSPITAL, ROSCOMMON: 

Meeting of 4th May, 1976: 

Mr. J. Costello referred to Dr. Keenan's 

concern at the restrictions on the 

employment of substitute Staff for sick 

and annual leave. It was pointed out 

that the Matrons were given 

discretion in relation to this matter. 

COMHAIRT.-R NA 

IhOSP IDEAL 

DISCUSSION DOCUMENT 

S L M A Y . 1976 f ON 

1£HE_ DEVELOPMENT OF 

HOSPITAL MATERNITY 

SERVICES: 

The Programme Manager informed the meeting that 

the discussion document dealt with the 

development of Hospital Maternity Services under 

the following headings:-

(1) Demographic Data and Data on Maternity and 
Infant Mortality. 

/5. 



(2) The need for Consultant Staffed 
Obstetric/Neo-Natal Units. 

(3) Obstetric Service in the Dublin Area. 

U ) Dublitri° S e r v i c e s i n c i ty a r e a s o t h e^ than 

(5) Obstetric Units outside the large population 
LcnticS• 

(6) Model Unit to cater for 2,000 deliveries 
per annum. 

Councillor Concannon expressed the view that 

with the limited funds which were available at 

present, that it would be impossible in the 

foreseeable future to develop the hospital 

maternity services, as envisaged in the 

discussion document. 

The statement that the Regional Maternity Hospital 

in Galway was regarded as a model of the kind of 
j 

arrangement needed to achieve the best results 
j 

was noted. Mr. Costello paid tribute to the 

Staff of the Maternity Department on the manner 

in which the Department was run in spite of 

serious overcrowding at times. It was urged 

that the Department of Health be requested to 

expedite approval to the developments at the 

Maternity Department which had already been 

agreed to in principle. It was also noted that 

Castlebar General Hospital, Maternity Department, 

fell within the guidelines envisaged in the 

document, and that as far as the Western Health 

Board area was concerned, that the Roscommon/ 

East Galway area was the only one which required 

further consideration in the light of the 

document. The present negotiations in regard 

to the proposed federation of the County 

Hospital, Roscommon and Portiuncula Hospital, 



Ballinasloe, will have a bearing on this 

matter. 

Dr. Power stated that the infant mortality rate 

had a direct relationship to the social status 

of the patient, and that in order to reduce 

the mortality rate still further, that social 

improvements were essential in addition to the 

improvement of the hospital maternity 

facilities. 

Those present disagreed with the view that 

births should only take place in large Units. 

It was felt that the smaller Unit still had 

a role to play in relation to carefully-

selected cases. 

It was noted that Professor E. O'Dwyer, 

Consultant Obstetrician/Gynaecologist, 

Regional Hospital, Galway, had been asked for 

his observations on the document, and it was 

felt that these should be made available to 

the Committee at a future date. 

The Programme Manager brought the salient 

points of the review document to the notice 

of the members present. The members noted 

that the integration of the Regional Hospital 

and Merlin Park Regional Hospital, Galway, 

had been brought a step further through the 

amalgamation of the medical, nursing and lay 

administration in both hospitals, and the 

members also noted the present position in 

relation to the discussions on the federation 

of Roscommon County Hospital and Portiuncula 

Hospital, Ballinasloe. 

p 
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REGIONAL. HOSPITAT, r n&T.W&v. 

The members were informed that arrangements 

were being made to provide additional beds and 

other facilities in the E.N.T. Department at 

the Regional Hospital, Galway, and that this 

work will be put in hands at an early date. 

The members were informed of the additional 

Consultant appointments which had taken place 

during the period under review, and that on 

the basis of the workload at the hospital, 

that applications were being prepared for 

Comhairle na n-Ospideal to approve of an 

additional post of Consultant Surgeon, and an 

additional post of Radiologist. 

MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL: 

The members were informed that as a result 

of the decision in principle that the 

North-Western Health Board would provide its 

own orthopaedic service, the proposal to 

provide additional Theatres between Units 5 

and 6 at Merlin Park would be reviewed. 

However, these Units need to be upgraded, and 

this work will be proceeded with in the near 

future. The Programme Manager informed the 

members that sanction had not been received 

from the Department of Health to the developmer.' 

of Unit 8 and Hospital Ground for Nephrology 

and Urology respectively, and in the absence of 

sanction, it had been decided that this work 

would be carried out as far as possible by the 

Board's own Staff. It was also pointed out 

that there was need to improve the main 

dininn-hall and kitchen areas at the hospital, 

a 
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and that this would be considered at an early 

date. The members urged that the Department 

of Health be requested to approve of the 

Staffing proposals for the Geriatric Assessment 

Unit, and that a policy on the management of 

geriatric patients in the Galway area be 

developed, and adopted by the Board. 

The members noted that improvements at the 

X-Ray Department were now being carried out 

by the Board's own Staff, and that a 

permanent Radiologist had been recommended by 

the Local Appointments Commission. 

CASTLEBAR GENERAL HOSPITALi 

The Programme Manager informed the members 

that the brief for the development of the 

hospital was being prepared by the Project 

Team, and should be available in December next. 

The members noted that improvements at the 

X-Ray Department were being carried out by the 

Board's own Staff, and were nearing completion. 

The Programme Manager informed the meeting 

that the provision of an additional area for 

Physiotherapy had been agreed to in principle, 

and that this would relieve pressure on the 

Pharmacy and X-Ray Departments. 

ROSCOMMON COUNTY HOSPITAL: 

The Programme Manager informed the meeting that 

the developments at the County Hospital, 

Roscommon must await the outcome of the 

negotiations which are at present taking place 

with Portiuncula Hospital in relation to the 
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proposed federation of both hospitals. 

BALLINA DISTRICT HOSPITAL; 

The members noted that Ballina District 

Hospital had been earmarked for development 

as a Community Hospital, and that the new 

Medical Officer, Dr. Angela Loftus had 

indicated that she. would take up duty on 

1st September, 1976. 

AMBULANCE SERVICES: 

The members noted the present position in 

relation to the development of the ambulance 

service in the region. The members paid 

tribute to the manner in-which economies had 

been affected in the Roscommon area in 

relation to car hire since the appointment 

of the Leading Ambulanceman in that county. 

The members urged the extension of the trained 

ambulance attendant scheme to the Galway area 

as soon as possible. 

The members of the Committee visited 

Clifden District Hospital, and inspected the 

new Physiotherapy Department there which has 

been recently commissioned. They were 

accompanied by Sr. Bernard, Matron, and 

Mr. C. Crowley, Hospital Administrator. 

VOTE__gF THANKS: The members of the Committee expressed 

appreciation to Sr. M. Carmel, Matron, 

I PHYSIOTHERAPY 

DEPARTMENT 

DISTRICT HOSPITAL, 

CLIFDEN: 

/10 



- l o 

st. Anne's Welfare Home, for providing the 

excellent facilities for the meeting. 

nvp? AND VENUE OF The Committee decided to hold the next 

flgxr_MEETING: meeting at Merlin Park Regional Hospital on 

Friday, 17th September, 1976, at 3.00 p.m. 

This concluded the business. 

r CERTIFIED CORRECT; UJUu IKAJU/OJ^S—^ 

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of the 

General Institutional Care Standing Committee 

held at Merlin Park Regional Hospital on 

Friday, 17th September, 1976. 

SIGNED: 
CHAIRMAN. 

DATE: nhlllk. 


