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Western Health Board 
Telephone: Gal way (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref. 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 
Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

24th February, 1976. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

\^. 

Dear Member, 

I desire to inform you that the next meeting of the Board 
will be held in the Boardroom, Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 
Galway, at 3.00 p.m. on Monday, 1st March, 1976. Agenda is 
set out hereunder. 

You are hereby requested to attend. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4 . 

5. 

6. 

7 . 

A G E N D A 

Opening Prayer. 

Verif ication of Minutes of Meeting of 2nd February, 1976, 

(copy herewith). 

13th February, 1976). 

+ .on of Dr. Liam Hanniffy, Constant Psychiotri . t , 
Resignation o t , u r * 7* 
from Board Membership. 

u u;« nf Mavo Local Health Co«»ittee -
T ° " H i o n W ° E n S t S l S R a t i o n of 
nomination oy i »y« 
Mrs. Christen Corkell. 

< KWnee to attend and vote at General Meeting. 

K T p I l S i c ^ i " " Mutual ln.urance.. 

12.... 

recent illness. 

. m n rp«s during 1976. 

wishes during «y~ 

Wishing you success and continued 



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 
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8. Acute Hospital Statistics - Year ended 31st December, 1975:-

1. (a) General Hospital, Castlebar; ) 
( copies herewith 

(b) County Hospital, Roscommon; ) 

2. Resumed discussion on statistics for Galway Regional 
Hospital (further information herewith). 

9. "Choice of Doctor" Scheme - removal of V.A.T. from 
prescriptions. 

10. Employment of married women nurses. 

11. Schedule of visits to the Galway Regional Hospitals - April 
to October 1975, inclusive (copy herewith). 

12. Post of Assistant in General Medical Services at Swinford. 

13. Minutes of Meetings of Standing Committees as follows:-

(1) General Hospital Care - meeting of 21st November, 1975; 
(copy herewith); 

(2) Community Care - meeting of 9th January, 1976, (copy 
herewith). 

14. Chief Executive Officer's Progress Report:-

(1) "Choice of Doctor" and "Choice of Pharmacist" Schemes; 

(2) Building Programme. 

15. Notices of Motion: 

(1) "That this Board take immediate steps to improve the 
Schools' Medical Services within the region." 

E. Carey, N.T.,M.C.C, 

(2) "That the Chief Executive Officer inform the Members as 
to the Board's liability for the provision of free 
transport services for the conveyance of patients." 

G. Dodd, M.C.C. 

(3) "That this Board, as a matter of urgency, requests all 
the Housing Authorities in our area, i.e. in Counties 
Galway, Mayo and Roscommon to use their powers and 
resources to the widest extent possible to provide suitable 
housing for the ambulant aged." 

M. J. Dyar. 

yuui muafJtJsS, Tnterest and good wishes during my "^ 

recent illness. Wishing you success and continued 

oroaress during 1976. " 



BORD SLAINTE AN TARTHATP 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Western Health Board, held at 

3.00 p.m. on Monday, 2nd February, 1976, in the Boardroom, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, Galway. 

Present: 

Other Members: 

Senator M. D. Lyons, Chairman, who presided. 

Messrs. P. C. Bresnihan, T. Byrne, E. Carey, 

Miss D. Casey, Messrs. P. Concannon, D. Dalton, 

G. Dodd, M. J. Dyar, M. J. Egan, P. Flynn, E. Haverty, 

M. Kelly, J. D. Kennedy, M. J. McLoughlin, H. Melvin, 

J. Molloy, P. J. Morley, J. Mulrooney, T. 0 Baoill, 

J. P. O'Callaghan, J. P. O'Donnell, P. D. Power, 

P. Raftery and J. J. Tobin. 

Apologies: Mr. J. Costello, Dr. M. Gilmore, Dr. L. Hanniffy and 

Mr. P. 0 Cathain. 

In Attendance: Messrs. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer, P. McDaid, 

Programme Manager, Community Care, S. O'Donoghue, 

Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care, J. Moran, 

Finance Officer, W. Raftery, Technical Services 

Officer, Dr. J. R. Shea, Chief Psychiatrist, 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, Dr. N. 0 Beirn, 

Medical Administrator, Galway and Merlin Park Regional 

Hospitals, Messrs. C. Crowley, Hospital Administrator, 

Galway and Merlin Park Regional Hospitals, and 

J. O'Leary, Secretary. 

Opening 

Prayer: 

Minutes: 

Acknowledgement 

of Good Wishes 

The Opening Prayer was recited in Irish by the Chief 

Executive Officer. 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the Board of 

5th January, 1976, copies of which had been circulated 

to each Member on 27th January, 1976, were adopted on 

the proposal of Councillor P. Flynn, seconded by 

Councillor H. Melvin, and then signed by the Chairman. 

The following letter, dated 2nd February, 1976, from 

Reverend Fr. Michael Mulkerrins, Chaplain, Merlin Park 

Regional Hospital, was read by the Chief Executive 

Officer and noted:-

"I wish to convey my most sincere thanks to you, 

Miss D. Casey, and all the members of your board for 

your kindness, interest and good wishes during my 

recent illness. Wishing you success and continued 

progress during 1976. 

11 
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Department of Health Circular Letter H.S.G. 354 

of 12th January, 1976, regarding allocations for 

non-capital health expenditure for 1976, circulated 

to each Member on 27th January, 1976, Circular No. 

1/76 of 30th January, 1976,regarding capital 

allocation for 1976, and Press Release giving 

particulars of the allocations for non-capital 

health expenditure for each of the eight (8) Health 

Boards, circulated at the Meeting, were considered. 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that Circular 

H.S.G. 354 limited the approved level of net 

expenditure (i.e. gross expenditure less minor income 

for the Board for 1976 to £32.117 millions. The 

implications of the Circular were being examined 

by the Management Team and a report had to be 

submitted to the Department of Health not later 

than 6th February, 1976. Following further 

discussions with officers of the Department of 

Health during the month of February, he had already 

had meetings with the Department's Officers on 

21st and 28th on a number of aspects raised in 

the Circular Letter, The Minister proposed to 

fix and determine the limits of expenditure under 

thirteen (13) broadly defined services grouping 

or headings by the end of February, 1976, and these 

limits may not then be exceeded. 

The effect of Circular No. l/76 is that there would 

be no new starts on capital projects during 1976, 

for the second successive year. It is to be 

hoped that when the matter is reviewed in the 

Autumna, that some of the many capital project* 

awaiting to be funded will be allowed to commence. 

A Special Budget Meeting was provisionally arranged 

for 27th February, 1976, at Meeting of 1st 

December, 1975. In the light of the terms of 

Circular H.S.G. 354 and the further Meeting with 

Department's Officers during the month of February, 

the Chief Executive Officer now recommended that 

the date of the Special Budget Meeting be postponed 

to Friday, 26th March, 1976. 

/3 



Acute Hospital 

Statistics -

Year Ended 

31st December, 

1975 -

(a) Galway 

Regional 

Hospital; 

(b) Merlin 

Park Regional 

Hospital 

In the current financial year, very substantial 

economies were called for if the Board was to continue 

to provide services as directed, within the revenue 

budgetary allocation. It was encumbent on the Board 

and on every member of the Staff to ensure that all 

the resources available were used to the best advantage. 

A top priority would be to provide funds to pay the 

Staffs, but some services, the cost of which had risen 

very substantially, excluding the inflation factor, 

would require to be curtailed. A moderation in the 

demands for extended services was also essential. The 

essential message was quite clear, and every avenue 

must be explored to effect economies. He was confident 

that the call now made would not go unheeded. On the 

proposal of Councillor P. Flynn, seconded by Councillor 

J. Mulrooney, Department of Health Circular H.S.G. 354 

of 12th January, 1976, was noted. The Chairman and 

the Members of the Board supported fully the Chief 

Executive Officer's call for economies and agreed to 

hold the Special Budget Meeting on Friday, 26th March, 

1976, at 11.30 a.m. in Committee,in accordance with 

the usual procedure. 

Statistics for the year ended 31st December, 1975, in 

respect of Galway Regional Hospital and Merlin Park 

Regional Hospital, circulated to each Member on 

27th January, 1976, were considered and discussed. 

(a) Galway Regional Hospital 

Dr. N. O'Beirn, Medical Administrator, drew 

attention to the fact that the number of in

patients treated had increased by almost one 

thousand (1,000) between 1971 and 1975, while the 

total number of bed days had fallen by over 

twenty-four thousand (24,000) in the same period. 

The number of out-patient attendances had 

increased by over ten thousand (10,000) between 

1972 and 1975. Bed occupancy, at over 100%, 

indicated serious over-crowding. In an acute 

hospital, an 85% bed occupancy was considered the 

ideal. Average length of stay, at 10.11 days, 

was low for a teaching hospital. The equivalent 

figure in the United Kingdom was between 13 and 

14 days. 

The Chief Executive Officer agreed to provide 

information on the cost of transporting patients to 

out-patient clinics at the March Meeting of the Board, 

/4 



and to give particulars of dental in-patients included 

in the surgical figures in the statistical report for 

1976 as well as details as to first attendances and 

recalls for each speciality. 

(b) Merlin Park Regional Hospital 

Mr. C. Crowley, Hospital Administrator, pointed 

out that, as in the case of Galway Regional 

Hospital, the number of patient days was reduced 

and the number of patients treated increased, 

compared with 1974, with the average length of 

stay being down in all cases. The number of 

patients seen at the Peripheral Clinics was 

reduced since 1974, although the total number 

of sessions had increased, as it had been found 

necessary, to reduce the numbers called to 

particular clinics because of the excessive 

workload on the Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeons. 

Councillor T. Byrne, seconded by Senator M. D. Lyons, 

Chairman, complimented the Chief Executive Officer and 

the hospital Staffs on the tremendous work and progress 

made in the Regional Hospital Complex in recent years. 

The Chief Executive Officer thanked the Chairman and 

Councillor Byrne for their remarks. Galway and Merlin 

Park Regional Hospitals constituted one of the largest 

acute hospital complexes in these islands. Specialist 

Services were now being provided in Galway which were 

not previously available in the area. He thanked all 

the hospital Staffs for their efforts, particularly 

Dr. N. O'Beirn, Medical Administrator, 

Mr. C. Crowley, Hospital Administrator, and 

Miss D. Casey, Chief Nursing Officer. 

In reply to Councillor G. Dodd, the Chief Executive 

Officer stated that he would look into the possibility 

of having Orthopaedic Out-Patients in North Roscommon 
seen at the Carrick-on-Shannon Clinic. 

The Chief Executive Officer's Report on the E.N.T. 

Services, circulated to each Member on 27th January, 

1976, was considered. 

Councillor P. J. Morley stated that the report revealed 

that Counties Mayo and Roscommon were not receiving 

their proportionate share of the E.N.T. resources 

available. He agreed with the recommendations 

summarised in Paragraph 4 of the report, subject to the 

following amendments:-

/5 



(1) Improve the accommodation and facilities in 
Castlebar General Hospital to allow minor surgical 
procedures to be carried out there; 

(2) Provide a sound treated room in Castlebar. 

Mr. M. J. Egan supported Councillor Morley and asked 

that, as a preliminary measure, that the number of out

patient clinics in Castlebar be increased to two (2) 

per week. Councillor P. Flynn asked that the case for 

locating the third E.N.T. Surgeon in Castlebar be 

re-opened. The waiting list in County Mayo was now so 

big that people were going outside the area for the 

service. Mr. P. C. Bresnihan, Councillors E. Carey, 

J. Mulrooney and Senator M. D. Lyons, also supported 

Councillor P. J. Morley and asked that the School 

Medical Service receive special attention. Professor 

J. D. Kennedy stated that: 

(i) the need for E.N.T. services had been under

estimated by Comhairle na n-Ospideal in relation to 

Consultant Staffing required; 

(ii) it had been established in the United States that 

the E.N.T. Specialist was most needed by the 

General Practitioner for consultation; 

(iii) in his opinion, three Consultant E.N.T. Surgeons 

were not enough for the area, and he felt that 

the logistics should be re-examined. 

Councillor D. Dalton stated that, while there had been 

a vast improvement in the E.N.T. Service in County 

Roscommon, he asked that a fourth clinic be provided 

there monthly. 

The Chief Executive Officer stated he will examine the 

possibility of providing additional out-patient clinics, 

as requested, in Castlebar and Roscommon. When the 

Board was established on 1st April, 1971, there was one 

part-time E.N.T. Surgeon in the entire area for a 

population of three hundred and twelve thousand 

(312 000). There were now two full-time Surgeons and 

approval for a third. This approval for the third 

Consultant would not be given by Comhairle na n-Ospideal, 

except on condition that he would be based in Galway as 

part of a three-man unit. Regrettably,there were no 

funds available to appoint the third Consultant during 

/6. 
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1976, and his advice to the Board was to 

recruit the third Consultant before any further 

request contemplating additional Consultant 

Staff be made to An Comhairle. The two 

existing Consultants were limited in the amount 

of attention they could give to out-patient 

clinics by the demands of the in-patients. 

The only improvement possible until the third 

Surgeon was appointed would be on the basis of 

more out-patient clinics and the additional bed 

accommodation etc. suggested in his report. 

Having regard to the special problems in Mayo and 

Roscommon, he would appeal again to the Department 

of Health for the funds to make the third 

Consultant appointment. He would not recommend 

reopening the question again of providing an 

E.N.T. Department at Castlebar General Hospital. 

On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulrooney, 

seconded by Councillor P. J. Morley, the Chief 

Executive Officer's Report and recommendations 

of 27th January, 1976, were adopted. 

The Chief Executive Officer reported a full 

resumption of work on Sunday, 17th January, 1976, 

by the Psychiatric Nurses who had withdrawn their 

services at St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, 

on 1st January, 1976, and St. Patrick's Psychiatric 

Hospital, Castlerea, where some nurses had also 

withdrawn their services on 5th January, in the 

circumstances reported by him at meeting of 

5th January, 1976. The matters in dispute were 

now the subject of a formal Labour Court hearing 

on 20th February, 1976. He expressed his 

appreciation to the Nurses who had remained on 

duty and by so doing ensured that there was no 

breakdown in the psychiatric nursing services at 

these hospitals. Mr. T. 0 Baoill replied 

stating that he would convey the Chief Executive 

Officer's message to the nurses concerned. 

n 



Working Party 

on Prescribing 

and Dispensing 

in the General 

Medical Service 

The Chief Executive Officer read Department of Health 

Letter (Ref: M 131/3) of 5th January, 1976, as 

follows:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Health to refer to 
your recent letter regarding the establishment of the 
Working Party on Prescribing and Dispensing in the GMS. 
It is noted that the Board welcomed its establishment. 

The question of hospital prescribing patterns was 
excluded from the terms of reference of the Working 
Party for a number of reasons. Primarily the group 
will have the task of examining in detail the 
prescribing pattern in the GMS to establish the facts. 
If their examination confirms that there is over-
prescribing or the prescribing of needlessly expensive 
drugs it will be their function to make recommendations 
to limit or reduce these features. Their conclusions 
and recommendations cannot be anticipated but if they 
find that prescribing practices in the community are 
largely influenced by hospital practice no doubt they 
will refer to this in their report. To include 
hospital prescribing patterns in their terms of 
reference would, however, extend their deliberations 
appreciably and the Minister was anxious that the 
Working Party should submit an early report in view of 
the high level of medicine costs in the GMS. 

It should be noted that the membership of the Working 
Party includes a consultant physician and a consultant 
psychiatrist who hold appointments in major hospitals." 

"Choice of 

Doctor" Scheme 

Removal of 

V.A.T. fro m 
Prescriptions 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that this letter 

was the Department's reply to resolution adopted by the 

Board at Meeting of 3rd November, 1975, asking that 

hospital prescribing patterns be included in the terms 

of reference of the Working Party on Prescribing and 

Dispensing in the General Medical Service, appointed 

by the Minister for Health. Irrespective of what 

happened at national level, the Board's Standing 

Committee for General Hospital Care, would examine this 

question, The letter was noted. 

The following resolution, forwarded on 13th January, 

1976 to the Minister for Health by the Eastern Health 

Board, was endorsed on the proposal of Councillor 

G. Dodd, seconded by Mr. J. P. O'Donnell:-

"That the Eastern Health Board calls upon the Minister 

for Finance to remove value added tax from 

prescriptions in the General Medical Services, thereby 

eliminating unproductive and wasteful procedures and 

subsequently enabling the health board, to provide 

better services at no extra cost out of funds provided 

by the Government for that purpose." 

/ » • 
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In reply to Councillor Dodd, the Chief Executive 

Officer stated that he invariably notified the 

Government Departments concerned of resolutions adopted 

by the Board and on certain occasions, also, the 

Taoiseach. It was his belief that other Health Boards 

followed the same practice. In reply to Councillor 

P. Concannon, who advocated the establishment of a 

Council of Health Boards which would meet periodically 

and submit agreed recommendations to the Minister for 

Health, the Chief Executive Officer stated that 

nothing could be gained from such a Council. The 

Health Boards themselves were regional bodies. There 

was a National Health Council. The Chief Executive 

Offi cers of the eight Health Boards met every month and 

met the Secretary of the Department of Health every 

two months, so that the Minister could be in no doubt 

as to the feelings of the Health Boards on any matter. 

The following resolution, adopted by the Southern 

Health Board at its Meeting of 6th October, 1975, was 

adopted by the Board on the proposal of Mr. M. J. Egan, 

seconded by Councillor H. Melvin:-

"That the Minister for Health be requested to amend the 

Infectious Diseases Regulations 1948, so as to promote 

the more effective ascertainment and control of such 

diseases in present day conditions." 

Department of Health Letter (Ref: PL 14/3) of 

3rd December, 1975, copies of which were circulated to 

each Member on 27th January, 1976, was considered. 

Mr. T. 0 Baoill stated that the Department's letter 

attempted to explain the situation as it existed, while 

the Board's resolution of 6th October, 1975, sought a 

change. He proposed that the resolution be referred 

back. This proposal was seconded by Councillor 

M. Kelly and adopted unanimously. 

(a) Galway - Meeting of 5th December, 1975: 

(l) Pensioners' Pocket Money: 

"That this Committee recommends to the 
Western Health Board that the present 
allowance of £2.50 per week to pensioners 
in County Homes, Welfare Homes and 
Psychiatric Hospitals be increased in 
appropriate cases on the recommendation of 
the Medical Staffs of the Institutions and 
that this arrangement be brought into 
operation before Christmas." 

/9 
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The Chief Executive Officer stated that there were 

no funds available to acceed to this recommendation. 

The patients concerned had all their needs cared for, 

and many of them had very substantial savings from 

the existing allowance of £2.50 per week. He had 

notified the Secretary of the Galway Local Health 

Committee accordingly. 

(2) Institutional Care: 

"That this Committee recommends to the 
Western Health Board that patients 
requiring Institutional care be accommodated 
in the nearest appropriate Institution as 
will facilitate regular visits by their 
relatives." 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that this 

resolution was in accordance with the Board's policy, 

particularly for psychiatric and aged patients. The 

new Psychiatric Unit at Galway Regional Hospital, which 

would be fully operational within a few months, would 

include West Galway in its catchment area and the 

Welfare Home at Carraroe, when provided, would also 

cater for the needs of that area. 

(3) Cervical Smear Testing Services -

Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe: 

"That this Committee ask the Western Health 
Board to investigate the Cervical Smear 
Testing Service in Portiuncula Hospital, 
Ballinasloe, with the view to having the 
Laboratory charge abolished in the case of 
private patients." 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that this matter had 

been taken up with the authorities of Portiuncula 

Hospital, Ballinasloe, and the Local Health Committee 

would be advised of the outcome in due course. 

(4) Private Nursing Homes - Extension of Limit 

on capitation payments: 

"That this Committee recommends that the 
existing limit of six weeks on capitation 
payments to approved private Nursing Homes 
under Section 54 of the Health Act 1970 be 
abolished in view of the shortage of 
accommodation in Health Board Institutions 
and the financial hardship being caused in 
many cases." 

The Chief Executive Officer stated he could not acceed 

to this recommendation as it would require substantial 

additional funds to implement. Individual cases of 

hardship would be examined on their merits. 

/l0.... 
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(b) Mayo - Meeting of 12th December, 1975; 

(l) Training School; 

"That the Board be again requested to 
press for the provision of a Training 
School at the County Hospital, Castlebar. 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the 

priorities for the development of Castlebar General 

Hospital, already adopted by the Board since 

shortly after its establishment, were as follows, 

patient care coming before staff training:-

(i) New Pathological Laboratory - already 
completed and opened officially on 
7th April, 1975; 

(ii) Paediatric Unit; 

(iii) Additional Staff Accommodation; 

(iv) Nurse Training School. 

It was also accepted that Castlebar would have a 

combined Nurse Training School for General and 

Psychiatric Nursing. He was not in favour of 

establishing a general Nurse Training facility 

until there was a minimum of three hundred (300) 

acute hospital beds in the Castlebar General 

Hospital, otherwise, nurses trained in the school 

would have to undergo additional pre-recognition 

training before their qualifications would be 

recognised abroad. The speed of erection of 

the buildings and the recruitment of staff depended 

on availability of additional funds and in the 

present difficult economic circumstances, no 

likely commencement date could be suggested. 

He would submit an updated report on the 

employment of married women by the Board to a 

future meeting. 

(2) Appointment of Home Management Advisor: 

"That the Board be asked to consider 
the appointment of Home Management 
Advisors throughout this area." 

Dr. P. D. Power stated that a person attached to 

Social Service Council in a Galway town with a 

special interest in this sphere, was performing 

a useful service. He felt that the service 

should be introduced graduatlly and be based on 

Social Service Councils. The resolution was 

marked "read". 

/ll 
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The Chief Executive Officer stated that this was 

a service suitable and appropriate for Voluntary 

Bodies to whom some support for it was being given 

at present. Its expansion depended on the 

experience now being gained and the availability 

of additional funds. 

(3) Home Help Scheme: 

"That the Board re-establish a 
relative Home Help Scheme subject 
to appropriate limitations as regards 
income, valuation and age." 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that there 

were no funds available to extend the present 

Home Help Scheme to relatives, where such extension 

did not conform with the standards adopted by 

the Board at its meeting of 2nd December, 1974. 

A previous decision of the Board, against his 

advice, to pay the allowance to relatives, was 

taken at Meeting of 5th November, 1973. Persons 

had a moral obligation to look after their aged 

parents who, in most cases, were receiving an 

Old Age Pension, now payable at 67 years, which 

qualifying age it appeared would be lowered 

further in the future. The Chief Executive 

Officer would not recommend, even if funds were 

available, that a widespread scheme of payment of 

Home Help allowances to relatives be restored. 

All such existing allowances to relatives were 

under review, and following close scrutiny, very 

many would be withdrawn. 

Following a lengthy discussion, the following 

resolution, proposed by Councillor E. Haverty and 

seconded by Councillor M. Kelly, was adopted:-

"That an extended Home Help Scheme be drawn up to 

be implemented at a future date when funds are 

available." 

The Chief Executive Officer stated he would 

present a report as soon as funds became available, 

which, in the present economic situation, would be 

at least some years hence. 

A2 
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Reports 

from 

Meetings < 

Community 

Standing 

Committee 

»f 
Care 

of 

29th October & 

3rd Decern 3er, 

(4) Provision of Welfare Home, Ballinrobe: 

"That the Board should proceed with 
the provision of a Welfare Home in 
Ballinrobe." 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that, as 

indicated at Meeting of 2nd December, 1974, 

Ballinrobe would be considered as a location 

for a Welfare Home in a future Development Plan. 

Minutes of Meetings of Community Care Standing 

Committee of 29th October and 3rd December, 1975, 

copies of which were circulated to each Member 

on 27th January, 1976, were considered and noted 

on the proposal of Councillor E. Carey, seconded 

by Councillor P. Concannon. 

1975: 

Chief Executive The Chief Executive Of f icer reported as f o l l ows : -

O f f i c e r ' s 

Progress 

Report t 

General Medical Services: 

Latest returns from the General Medical Services (Payments) Board give 

the fo l low ing par t i cu la rs in respect of the Board's area:-

(a) Payments: 

r0/*74 to 
9/ '75 

ober 1975 

Doctors 

1,093,829.00 

119,294.00 

Pharmacists Total 

(Cost of Drugs & Dispensing) 

1,883,572.00 2,977,401.00 

181,455.00 300,749.00 

A3 
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1 (b) 

igredient Cost 

spensing Fee 

A.T. 

I (c) 

- 13 -

Breakdown o f Payments to Pharmacists: 

Cost 

£ 

101,840.00 

44 ,618 .00 

1,417.00 

147,875.00 

V i s i t i n g Rates : 

iar ended 30/9 /1975 

i tober 1975 

Stock Orders 

£ 

26,528.20 

6,716.00 

335.80 

33,580.00 

Western A] 

Surg. Pom. 

3.88 0.83 

4.05 0.77 

re a 

To ta l 

4.71 

4.82 

October 1975. 

T o t a l 

£ 

128,368.20 

51,334.00 

1,752.80 

181,455.00 

Whole 

Surg. 

4.29 

4.59 

% T o t a l 

Cou 

Dom. 

1 

1 

.19 

.13 

71 

28 

1 

100 

r i t ry 

T o t a l 

5.48 

5.72 

^ i 

The following is the position in regard to the filling 

of vacancies in the General Medical Services "Choice 

of Doctor" Scheme:-

COUNTY MAYO: 

Westport: 

Swinford: 

Louisburgh: 

Candidate recommended for appointment as 

a result of interviews held on 18th & 19th 

September, 1975, declined appointment. 

The next candidate in order of merit for 

the post, Dr. Charles A. Murphy, Swinford, 

has indicated that he will accept this 

post but will remain in Swinford pending 

the recruitment of a replacement. 

Dr. Charles A. Murphy,who took up duty on 

1st January, 1976, has been offered the 

vacancy at Westport and has accepted same. 

He has agreed to remain in Swinford until 

such time as a replacement is recruited. 

Candidate recommended for appointment as a 

result of interviews held on 18th & 19th 

September, 1975, declined appointment. 

The vacancy has been offered to the next 

candidate in order of merit, 

Dr. T. J. Meagher, Kiltoocn, and he has 

been requested to indicate by Tuesday, 

3rd February, 1976, whether he is 

accepting this post. 

/H 
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Kilt imagh ;• Candidate recommended as a result of 

interviews held on 18th and 19th 

September, 1975. Form of Agreement 

returned on 12th November, 1975. 

The successful candidate, 

Dr. Kenneth Keane, took up duty on 

2nd February, 1976. 

COUNTY ROSCOMMON: 

Kiltoom; Interviews were held on 6th September, 

1975. The candidate recommended 

for appointment, Dr. T. J. Meagher, 

took up duty on Friday, 23rd January, 

1976. He is residing in Athlone. 

The Chief Executive Officer drew the attention of 

the Members to a paper dated 2nd February, 1976, 

prepared by Mr. John Hall, Acting Senior Social 

Worker, Galway Area, regarding the placement of 

children in foster homes, which was circulated at 

the meeting. The contents were noted. 

The Chief Executive Officer recommended that 

monthly Meetings of the Board from April to 

September, 1976, be held alternately in Galway 

and Merlin Park Regional Hospitals, and that on 

the dates of such meetings, the Board would join 

with its three Standing Committees and visit 

different Departments of the hospitals. 

Following discussion, the Chief Executive 

Officer's recommendation was adopted on the 

proposal of the Chairman, seconded by 

Councillor H. Melvin. It was agreed that the 

Board Meetings be held at 3.00 p.m. and that the 

hospital departments would be visited when the 

Meetings had concluded. A schedule of visitxng 

would be drawn up and circulated to the Members 

/15 
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by the Chief Executive Officer with the Agenda 

for the next Board Meeting. 

Helicopter Service: 

The following motion, notice of which had been 

duly given, was proposed by Mr. M. J. Egan, 

seconded by Senator M. D. Lyons, and adopted 

unanimously:-

"That this Board again calls on the Minister for 

Defence to base a helicopter at Galway." 

In introducing the motion, Mr. Egan stated that 

its implementation would not involve the State 

in any additional expenditure. At present, 

a helicopter was needed to transfer patients needing 

brain surgery, with the least possible delay, to 

a Dublin hospital, and also on occasions, to 

convey doctors and patients to or from the off-shore 

islands. Helicopters were also needed for 

fishery protection and for air/sea rescue 

operations. There was only one lifeboat station 

at Kilronan, Aran Islands, County Galway, between 

Arranmore in County Donegal and Valentia in 

County Kerry. Galway was the most suitable 

centre for a helicopter on the West coast. The 

Minister for Defence should be called upon again 

to review the situation and accede to the Board's 

request. 

The Meeting then concluded. 

Signed: ^ g ^ * * ^ &rj < 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Western Health 

Board held at 3.00 p.m. on Monday, 1st March, 1976, 

in the Boardroom, Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. e 

Signed: 

Chairman. 



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: C/19/51 
(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Community Care, 
Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway 

13th February, 1976. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Re: Disposal of Killumod Dispensary 

k Dear Member, 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 83 of the Local Government Act, 
1946 and Section 89 of the Health Act, 1947, I hereby give you notice that it 
is proposed to dispose of house and land at Killumod, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. 
Roscommon, which are not required for the purposes of the Board's powers and 
duties, particulars of which are given hereunder:-

1. Land: The property consists of a 4 roomed dwelling standing on a small 
site at Killumod and adapted for use as a dispensary. It forms 
part of the lands contained in Folio 17258 County Roscommon. 

2. From Whom Acquired: Mr. Tim Clancy, Killumod, Carrick-on-Shannon. 

3. Person to whom it is proposed to be sold: Roscommon County Council. 

4. Consideration in respect of the disposal: £2,700. 

5. Covenants, Conditions or Agreements to have effect in connection with the 
% disposal: 

The purchaser is to be responsible for all costs in connection with the 
conveyance. Sale is subject to the consent of the Minister for Health. 

This item will be placed on the Agenda for consideration at the next ordinary 
meeting of the Board which will be held after the expiration of ten days from 
the date of this notice. 

Yours faithfully, 

-*8*J 

Chief Executive Officer. 

5/2/76 
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BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR. 

(WESTERN HEALTH BOARD). 

PAGE 1 

GENERAL HOSPITAL. CASTLEBAR - STATISTICS 1975 

1 CATEGORY 

Medical 

Surgical 

Maternity & Gynaecology 

Paediatric 

/^ 
• *;.> TOTAL 1975 

TOTAL 1974 

TOTAL 1973 

BEDS 

68 

64 

52 

18 

202 

202 

200 

ADMISSIONS 

2,328 

2,994 

3,128 

1,404 

9,854 

9,447 

8,869 

PATIENTS PER BED 
PER ANNUM 

34.2 

46.8 

60.1 

78.0 

48.8 

46.8 

44.3 

CATEGORY 
/-^>_ 

Medical 

Surgical 

Maternity & 
Gynaecology 

Paediatric 

TOTAL: 

BEDS 

68 

64 

52 

18 

202 

MAXIMUM 
BED DAYS 

24,820 

23,360 

18,980 

6,570 

73,730 

ACTUAL 
BED DAYS 

23,282 

20,599 

17,216 

4,736 

65,833 

ADMISSIONS 

2,328 

2,994 

3,128 

1,404 

9,854 

% OCCUPANCY 

1975 

93.8 

88.2 

90.7 

72.1 

89.3 

1974 

97.7 

90.5 

89.1 

74.4 

91.1 

AVERAGE STAY 

1975 

10.0 

6.9 

5.5 

3.4 

6.7 

1974 

10.6 

8.1 

5.3 

3.5 

7.1 

jui admissions of children under 16 years dealt with under heading 

"Paediatric", but are not necessarily accomaodated in the Paediatric Ward. 

Vmk 

1/2/76 



PAGE 2 

GENERAL HOSPITAL, CASTLEBAR: 

OUT-PATIENT CLINICS - EXCLUDING CLINICS IN BALLINA: 

1CLINIC 

Medical v 

Surgical ( 

[Ante-Natal ( 

iGynaecological ( 

Paediatrlc ( 

E.N.T. ( 

Cancer I 

-Orthopaedic ( 

Dermatology 

Rheumatology 

Nephrology 

SUB-TOTAL 

CASUALTY 

TOTAL: 

i 

1971 

8,791 

8,791 

4,366 

13,157 

1972 

2,101 

2,351 

1,211 

1,134 

327 

80 

1,706 

1,440 

10,350 

4,628 

14,978 

1973 

1,852 

3,340 

1,898 

1,264 

362 

534 

1,272 

1,326 

11,848 

4,841 

16,689 

1974 

1,803 

3,910 

1,966 

1,422 

397 

748 

1,302 

1,578 

125 

13,251 

4,712 

17,963 

1975 

2,012 

3,606 

2,361 

1,313 

409 

942 

1,349 

1,602 

154 

107 

37 

13,892 

5,680 

19,572 

/rnlc 

/2/76 



IN-PATIENTS: 

GENERAL HOSPITAL, CASTLEBAR; 

PAGE 3 

] Total Patients Treated 

jt Total Patient Days 

•j Total No. of Births 

1971 

8,633 

62,027 

1,492 

1972 

8,628 

63,791 

1,570 

1973 

8,869 

65,420 

1,727 

1974 

9,447 

67,193 

1,810 

1975 

9,854 

65,833 

1,866 

OUT-PATIENT ATTENDANCES: 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

CASUALTY 

4,628 

4,841 

4,712 

5,680 

CLINICS 

10,350 

11,848 

13,251 

13,892 

TOTAL 

14,978 

16,689 

17,963 

19,572 

OUT-PATIENTS CLINIC - BALLINA: ATTENDANCES - 1975: 

Medical 

Surgical 

Gynaecological 

Ante-Natal 

76 

103 

75 

525 

total: 779 

K/mk 

J3/2/76 



GENERAL HOSPITAL. CASTLEBAR; 

STATISTICS X-RAY DEPARTMENT; 1975 

P a t i e n t s seen - 18,631 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s - 23,261 

STATISTICS PHYSIOTHERAPY DEPARTMENT; 1975 

Extern Patients -

Intern Patients -

Total Patients -

Intern Treatments -

Intern Treatments -

Total Treatments: 

NUMBER OP OPERATIONS: 

Major 

Minor 

E.N.T. 

Orthopaedic 

Dental 

Obstetrics/Gynaecology 

Total: 

1975 

-

-

-

-

-

-

669 

2,918 

3,587 

4,759 

12,831 

17,590 

624 

794 

43 

192 

241 

896 

2,790 

LABORATORY DEPARTMENT: 1™ ' "STS PERFORMED: 

Biochemistry - 92,630 

Blood Transfusion - 11,090 

Haematology - 4 0 ' 3 0 0 

t o t a l : 1 4 4 » 0 2 0 

MK/mk 
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BORD SLAINTE AN lARTHAIR. 

(WESTERN HEALTH BOARD). 

PAGE 1 

COUNTY HOSPITAL, ROSCOMMON - STATISTICS 1975 . 

IN-PATIENTS; 

TYPE 

Medical 

Surgical 

Maternity 

Paediatric 

R 

BEDS 

37 

58 

26 

16 

Total 

Total 

Total 

1975 

1974 

1973 

137 

137 

137 

ADMISSIONS 

1,091 

1,645 

480 

479 

3,695 

3,464 

3,732 

ANNUAL ADMISSIONS PER BED 

29.5 

28.4 

18.5 

29.9 

27.0 

25.3 

27.2 

C5ATEG0RY 

Medical 

Surgical 

Maternity 

Paediatric 

TOTAL: 

BEDS 

37 

58 

26 

16 

137 

MAXIMUM 
BED DAYS 

13,505 

21,170 

9,490 

5,840 

50,005 

ACTUAL 
BED DAYS 

13,626 

18,121 

2,591 

3,481 

37,819 

% OCCUPANCY 

1975 

100.8 

85.6 

27.3 

59.6 

75.6 

1974 

111.7 

91.2 

33.2 

66.0 

83.1 

AVERAGE 

1975 

12.5 

11.0 

5.4 

7.3 

10.2 

STAY 

1974 

16.1 

12.5 

6.6 

7.7 

12.0 

HK/mk 

*3/2/76 



COUNTY HOSPITAL, ROSCOMMON. 
PAGE 2 

OUT-PATIENT CLINICS; 

Surgical 

Medical and Ante-Natal 

Orthopaedic 

E.N.T. 

Paediatric 

Gynaecology 

Dermatology 

Child Guidance 

SUB-TOTAL 

CASUALTY 

TOTAL 

1972 

1,102 

626 

719 

322 

341 

mm 

3,110 

2,224 

5,334 

1973 

1,126 

727 

806 

255 

344 

3,258 

2,463 

5,721 

1974 

1,321 

646 

822 

405 

297 

-

— 

-

3,491 

2,732 

5,723 

1975 

1,759 

685 

882 

506 

372 

138 

110 

25 >d| 

4,477 1 
2,292 

6,769 

MK/mk 

23/2/76 



COUNTY HOSPITAL. ROSCOMMfiM PAGE 3 

STATISTICS; 

IN-PATIENTS; 

Total Patients Treated 

Total Patient Days 

Number of Births 

1971 

3,560 

36,952 

414 

1972 

3,486 

38,406 

347 

1973 

3,732 

41,479 

314 

1974 

3,464 

41,507 

287 

1975 

3,695 

37,819 

274 

OUT-PATIENT ATTENDANCES: 

- " • • 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

CASUALTY 

2,224 

2,463 

2,232 

2,292 

CLINICS 

3,110 

3,258 

3,491 

4,477 

TOTAL 

5,334 

5,721 

5,723 

6,769 

X-RAY DEPARTMENT: 1975 

TOTAL PATIENTS SEEN - 7,150 

TOTAL INVESTIGATIONS - 11,955 

PHYSIOTHERAPY DEPARTMENT: 1975 

EXTERN PATIENTS 

EXTERN TREATMENTS 

INTERN PATIENTS 

INTERN TREATMENTS 

MATERNITY PATIENTS 

LABORATORY: 1975 

NUMBER OP TESTS 

OPERATIONS PERFORMED: 1975 

MAJOR - 776 

MINOR - 1,151 

2,697 

1,050 

3,375 

312 

9,545 

TOTAL: 1,927 



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

24th February, 1976. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Re: Acute Hospital Statistics - Year Ended 31st December, 
1975, Galway and Merlin Park Regional Hospitals -
Item No. 8, Agenda - Board Meeting 1st March, 1976. 

Dear Member, 

With reference to discussion herein at last Board meeting held 
on 2nd instant, I enclose copy of report dated 23rd instant from the 
Medical Administrator showing further analysis of attendances 
at the out-patient clinics at these hospitals, as to first attendances 
and recalls. 

Yours sincerely, 

[. Hannan, 
Chisf Executive Officsr. 



Surgical: 

Medical: 

Dermatology: 

i Haematology: 

Medical & Rheumatology: 

Cardiology: 

- Orthopaedic: 

E.N.T.: 

, Ophthalmic: 

1 Varicose Veins: 

Paediatric: 

Refraction: 

ychiatric: 

Child Guidance: 

Ante-Natal: 

Post-Natal: 

Gynaecology: 

Dental: 

TOTALS: 

OUT-PATIENT CLINICS 1975. 

NEW 

2,017 

859 

212 

52 

208 

641 

2,026 

1,410 

530 

387 

530 

3,049 

257 

77 

1,540 

124 

1,148 

668 

15,735 

RECALLS 

4,877 

2,423 

369 

120 

1,252 

45 
1,801 

236 

118 

1,719 

1,870 

— 

586 

120 

4,052 

1,864 

— 

21,452 

TOTAL 

6,894 

3,282 

581 

172 

1,460 

686 

3,827 

1,646 

648 

2,106 

2,400 

3,049 

843 

197 

5,592 

124 

3,012 

668 

37,187 

* 1. Treatment Clinic also. 

2. Many recalls are to assess results of Laboratory and Radiological investigations 
ordered at initial Clinic. 

MBRT.TN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL 

OUT-PATIENT CLINICS 1975. 

1 
tedical Respiratory: 

'edical Chest: 

edical Nephrology: 

•rdiology Clinic: 

boracic Surgery: 

rthopaedics: 

TOTALS: 

NEW 

166 

142 

141 

114 

67 

84 

714 

RECALLS 

1,481 

996 

597 

260 

376 

355 

4,065 

TOTAL 

1,647 

1,138 

738 | 

374 

443 > 

439 

4,779 

6) 

8) 



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 
Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

24th February, 1976 

To: Each Member o f the Board: 

Re: Employment o f Marr ied Women on Board's S ta f f - I tem 
No. 10 - Agenda Board Meeting 1st March, 1976. 

Dear Member, 

I set out below and on the attached Schedules 1 to 5 inclusive, 
particulars of married women now employed by this Board. As 
you are aware, the marriage bar on the employment of these persons 
was removed per Circular 22/73 dated 3rd August, 1973. Previous 
discussions at Board Meetings of 3rd February and 3rd September, 
1975, refer. 

Yours sincerely, 

1. 

^ 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Execut ive O f f i c e r . 

Number o f permanent female o f f i c e r s i n post o n
 h 

31st December, 1975, who - o " ^ ^ ^ f o r d e l i l O I 
d id not resign on marriage (See bcneauie i. 

Total: 426 

254 (166) 

172 (108) 

/ 2 . . . . 



Bord Slainte an larthair^s 
Western Health Board} 

- 2 -

2. Number o f Temporary O f f i c e r Appointments held by 
Mar r ied Women, 1 s t Apr iJ . , 1971, and 31st December, 1975: 

Number o f temporary marr ied women in post on 1st A p r i l , 1971: 

Number o f temporary marr ied women in post on 31st December 
1975, ( F i g u r e as a t 31s t December, 1974, in brackets) 

A d e t a i l e d breakdown o f the above f igu res i s also attached 
(Schedules 3 and 4 ) 

249 (—) 

353 (354) 

3. Nursing Staff: 

Specifically in relation to nursing staff, the following information 
is appropriate:-

(i) the employment of temporary married women on 31st December, 
1975, includes 90 General Trained Nurses (107 was the figure 
for 31st December, 1974) and 99 Psychiatric Nurses (118 was the 
figure for 31stDecember, 1974); 

(ii) quite a number of married women appointed to permanent nursing 
posts (both Hospital and Public Health) since August, 1973, 
previously held continuous temporary nursing posts for various 
periods and Schedule 5 shows the range of continuous temporary 
service prior to permanent appointment of 200 out of the total 
of 232 permanent married nurses in continuous temporary 
employment as at 31st December, 1975; 

(iii) in relation to Student Nurses who completed their training at 
the Regional /Merlin Park Regional Hospital, Galw ay, 
Training School, during the past two years, I give hereunder 
a detailed breakdown of their dispersion: 

L_. »7A rw '74 Mav '75 Dec. '75 Total 

Number Qualified 

Retained at Reg. 
Hospital 

Assigned to Merlin 
Park Reg. Hospital 

Left the Board's 
Employment 

Returned to Psychiatric 
Hospitals 

59 

20 

10 

29 

-

30 

7 

4 

19 

-

38 

26 

6 

6 

-

51 

19 

4 

25 

3 

178 

72 

24 

79 

3 

59 30 38 51 178 
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SCHEDULE 

BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHATR 

'(WESTERN HEALTH BOARD ) 

MARRIED WOMEN APPOINTED 

TO PERMANENT WHOLETIME POSTS 

AUGUST, 1973 - 3 1 s t DECEMBER 1975 

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES ^ 

TRAINEE PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES 1 

STAFF NURSES l 8 6 

LABORATORY TECHNICIANS '. 6 

WARD SISTERS 2 

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS ' 3 

CLINICAL TEACHER .* 

1 
HOUSEKEEPER 

. . . ' . . . . . 1 
'CLERICAL OFFICER 

, . . . 3 
CLERK/TYPIST ' * 

2 
SENIOR PSYCHIATRISTS 

... .2 
PUBLIC DENTAL OFFICERS . . 

1 
RADIOGRAPHER 

1 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST 

TOTAL: 25** 

m * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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c h i a i r l c 
AJLelf i 

>UMU» 1©« %I 

tf 

sler#« 

U t r i e 
;»Iei 

»«*e«den»« 
Ml 

NUT 

»d ||«it 

~ic j 

A Fever * tat g v 

1 

2 

SUh«TfYT At . 

* ' J U * * " < " " f " "«' " « ' " , . - > - . 

C«ttr 

11 . * * 

AdMii « t i \ < T o t a l 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

6 

J l 

15 

9 

6 

<»5 

26 

l i t 

1 

2 



SCHEDULE NO. 2 (Contd.) 
^ .— —. : T IT / 

_ 
L o c a t i o n 

/ F SUB-TOTAL 

i s t r i c t H o s p i t a l 
[Lifden 

i s t r i c t H o s p i t a l 
e l m u l l e t 

e l f a r e Homes: 

t . Anne1 s Home 
l f i d e n 

a c B r i d e Home 
as^tpor t 

Lunke t t Home 
ay le 

A l t o n Home 
. a r e m o r r i s 

"as D e i r b h l e 
j l m u l l e t 

TOTAL: 

N u r s i n g 

149 

2 

m' 

— 

• 

1 

— 

— 

1 5 2 

P a r a - M e d i c a l 

5 

— 

. 

a 

— 

— 

•— 

~-

— 

5 

C a t e r i n g & 
House 

-

*~ 

— 

— 

- • 
— 

"~ 

— 

- • 

Adminis t r a t i v e 

15 

-

— 

— 

mm 

" • 

— 

15 

T 

. T o t a l 

169 

2 

— 

• • 

* • 

1 

"" 

172 

•> 



SCHEDULE NO. 3 

BORD SLAINTE AN lARTIIATR 

(WESTERN HEALTH ROAwnl 

LOCATION AND CLASIFICATION OF TEMPORARY 

MARRIED WOMEN AT 

"••• '"1 A / 1 9 7 1 

. O S S I F I C A T I O N 

INERAL CARE 
SPITALS 

STRICT HOSPITALS 
WELFARE HOMES 

UNTY HOMES 

YCHIATRIC 
SPITALS 

r^IUNITY CARE 

A-DQUARTERS 

TOTAL: 

. 

NURSING 

1 1 8 

30 

66 

NIL 

17 

2 3 1 

PARA

MEDICAL 

7 
71

 1
 1

 
1 

°°
 

8 

MEDICAL 
& 

DENTAL 

k 

2 

6 
— 

^— 

CLERICAL 
& 

ADMIN. 

1 
1 

1 
1 

3 

CATERING & 
HOUSE

KEEPING 

I
I

I 
I

I 

1 

TOTAL 

1 2 8 

30 

66 

k 

19 

2 

2*»9 



MO. 4 

. M 
t l O l l o f 

| » . t i n * 

^ M ^ l 

il 

S t . 

F 

1»» * urn 

P a t r i c k * 

«*r*l 
4 

i t . , « • 

Heart 

M . a j x » a t » 1 

»ford 
Tdwi 

lo t 

Ann»«s Clifdeti 
^rid», * # # t | ^ 
^ « t t , Boyle 

t 

4 i < a l Nursing 

8 

% 

3 

M 

7 

7* 

18 

10 

7 

9 

6 

4 
2 

1 

2 

Catering 
4 House 

T o t a l 

12 

6 

3 

91 

51 

35 

7 

80 

18 

10 

7 

9 

6 

k 
2 

1 

2 



BORD SLAINTE AH IARTHAIR 
(WESTERN HEALTH BOARD) 

SCHEDULE NO. 5 

NUMBER OF MARRIED STAFF NURSES IN THE CONTINUOUS TEMPORARY 

SERVICE OF THE BOARD'S HOSPITALS, PRIOR TO THEIR PERMANENT 

APPOINTMENT 

HOSPITAL 

i s t l eba r Genera l H o s p i t a l 

icred Hear t Home, C a s t l e b a r 

d f a r e Home, C l a r e m o r r i s 

s t r i c t H o s p i t a l , B a l l i n a . 

s t r i c t H o s p i t a l , Swinford 

s t r i c t H o s p i t a l , B e l m u l l e t 

• H o s p i t a l , Roscommon 

:red Hear t Home, Roscommon 

, Brendan 's Home, Loughrea 

S t r i c t H o s p i t a l , C l i f d e n 

jional H o s p i t a l , Galway 

rlin Park Reg iona l H o s p i t a l 

J-C Heal th Nurses 

TOTAL: 

1 - 3 YEARS 

/3 

S 

7 
4 * 

/ 

W 

7 
*• 

J 

1 

/s-
V 

.4*. 

?e 

3 - 5 YEARS 

c 

3 

i 
3 

/ 

-

ft 

6 

Z 

l 

7 . 

7 

iB 

W 

5 - 1 0 YEARS 

t 
7 

m 

m 

6 

1 

$ 

B 

i 

i 

4 
A 

4 

S3 

OVER 10 YEARS 

2 

-

i 
m 

2 

*r 

mm 

mm 

1 

1 

a. 

& 

TOTAL 

X7 

Jo 

2. 
1 
? 
7 

2, 

& 

J}*' 

X 

3 

u 
/ f 

Ai' ' 

£<** 

1 



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

24th February, 1976. 

Re: Schedule of Visits to Merlin Park Regional Hospital and Galway 
Regional Hospital at conclusion of Board Meetings April to 

October 1976 

Dear Member, 

With reference to decision taken at Board Meeting of 2nd instant herein, 
I set out below Departments which might be visited, each visiting group of 
Members to correspond with membership of a Standing Committee as indicated. 

Meeting Date 

5th April, 1976 
Merlin Park 

3rd May, 1976 
Merlin Park 

8th June, 1976 
Merlin Park 

5th July, 1976 
Reg. Hospital 

6th Sept. 1976 
Reg. Hospital 

4th October,'76 
Reg. Hospital 

General Hospital 
Care Standing 
Committee 

Units 5,6 & 9 

Units 3,4 & 10 

Hospital Block 

Maternity Dept. 

Theatres; 
Radiology Dept.; 
Out-Patients' 
Dept. 

Laborator ies: -
(1) Hospital 

(2) Pub.Analyst 

Yours sincerely, 

-&**J 
E. Honnan, 

Chief Executive Officer. 

Psychiatric & 
Geriatric Care 
Standing 
Committee 

Units 3, 4 & 10 

Hospital Block 

Units 5, 6 & 9 

Theatres; 
Radiology Dept.; 
Out-Patients 
Dept. 

Laboratories:-
(1) Hospital 

(2) Pub.Analyst 

Maternity Dept. 

Community Care 
Standing 
Committee 

Hospital Block 

Units 5, 6 & 9 

Units 3, 4 & 10 

Laboratories:-
(1) Hospital 

(2) Pub.Analyst 

Maternity Dept. 

Theatres; 
Radiology Dept. 
Out-Patients* 
Dept. 
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Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

24th February, 1976. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Re: General Medical Services - Assistant with a view 

to partnership - Swinford, Co. Mayo. 

Dear Member, 

An application has been received from Dr. P. F. Cawley, 

Swinford, Co. Mayo, requesting approval to the recruitment of 

an assistant with a view to partnership, with Dr. McLoughlin 

and himself. 

I have considered the application and have had regard to the 

total practice of the applicant, Dr. Cawley, and also 

Dr. McLoughlin. I have also consulted the Medical Organisations 

who have no objections thereto. 

Accordingly, I recommend that the Board grant approval to 

the creation of a post of assistant with a view to partnership 

with Dr. P. F. Cawley, Swinford. 

The Community Care Standing Committee at their meeting of 

18th instant considered this matter and also recommend it. 

The post will be advertised in the normal way, and Dr. Cawley 

L- • 'ii u« „nt; + iorl to sit on the interview board. or his nominee will be entitiea to six «n 

Yours sincerely, 

E. 
Chief Executive Officer. 

/ 2 • • • • 



(WESTERN HEALTH BOARn) . 

M i n u t e s of M e e t i n g of t h e Genera l I n s t i t u t i o n a l C a r e 

S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e h e l d on F r i d a y , 2 1 s t November, 1975 , 

i n M e r l i n P a r k R e g i o n a l H o s p i t a l a t 3 .00 p . m . 

PRESENT! 

OTHER MEMBERS: 

P r o f e s s o r J . D. Kennedy, Cha i rman , who p r e s i d e d , 

Mr. P . C. B r e s n i h a n ; Miss D. C a s e y ; 
Mr. P . Concannon, M.C.C. , Mr. J . C o s t e l l o ; 
Mr. D. D ' A l t o n , M.C.C. , D r . M. G i l m o r e . 

APOLOGIES: D r . M. J . Dyar . 

• ^ 

IN ATTENDANCE 

MINUTES 

Mr. M. Killeen, Programme Manager, 
Miss M. Keely, Secretary. 

On the proposal of Mr. J. Costello, seconded 

by Mr. D. D'Alton, M.C.C., the Minutes of the 

previous Meeting held on 19th September, 1975, 

were approved and then signed by the Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING 

FROM THE MINUTES: 

Arising from the Minutes, the Chairman referred 

to letter dated 16th October, 1975, sent by the 

Personnel Officer to Miss Casey and other 

Matrons in connection with the working Party on 

General Nursing. Miss Casey stated that she 

had formed a small group within her own 

hospital to deal with the matter, and she 

understood that a similar group was in operation 

in the Regional Hospital. It was felt that 

when the views of all concerned,had been 

ascertained that the matter should be considered 

by the Standing Committee before a submission 

was made by the Board to the Working Party on 

General Nursing. 

/ 2 • • • • 



Progress Reports on the capital works bei n g 

undertaken at the General Hospitals i n t h e 

area were noted by the Members. 

Arising therefrom, Mr.Concannon asked that th 

question of anaesthetic cover at the 

County Hospital, Roscommon, be examined, as he 

understood that a number of cases have to be 

transferred to the Regional Hospital, Galway, 

due to lack of this cover. The Programme 

Manager stated that he would look into the 

matter. 

Minutes of the following Meetings of the 

Hospital Executive Committees had been circulated 

to each member of the Committee: 

(A) REGIONAL HOSPITAL/MERLIN PARK REGIONAL 
HOSPITALS; 

15th SEPTEMBER, 1975' AND 20th OCTOBER, 1975. 

(B) COUNTY HOSPITAL, CASTLE BAR; 

25th AUGUST, 1975 AND 22nd SEPTEMBER, 1975. 

(C) COUNTY HOSPITAL, ROSCOMMON; 

17th SEPTEMBER, 1975. 

(i) Regional Hospital/Merlin Park Regional 
Hospitals: 

The Minutes of Meeting of Regional Hospital/ 

Merlin Park Regional Hospitals Executive 

Committee held on 15th September, 1975, were 

considered. The Programme Manager informed 

the Committee that arrangements had been made 

to improve communications between the hospitals 

and the Community Care Service. The Committee 

was also informed that the Draft Report of the 

working Party on Laboratory Services had been 



submitted to the Chief Executive Officer, and-

that this would be coming before the Board at 

a later stage. 

In connection with the Minutes of Meeting held 

on 20th October, 1975, the Programme Manager 

stated that Professor O'Beirn had outlined the 

need for additional Theatres and bed accommodation 

for Surgery both in the Regional Hospital and 

in Merlin Park Regional Hospital. He stated 

that these matters were being examined. 

(ii) County Hospital, Castlebar: 

Minutes of Meeting held on 25th August, 

1975, were noted. 

Arising from the Minutes of Meeting held 

on 22nd September, 1975, the Programme Manager 

stated that it was proposed to proceed with the 

provision of temporary accommodation for the 

Physiotherapy Department, and that this would 

be funded to a large extent from the Phillips 

Bequest. 

(iii) County Hospital, Roscommon; 

Minutes of Meeting held on 17th September, 

1975, were considered. Arising therefrom, 

Mr. Costello raised the question of laundry 

facilities at County Hospital, Roscommon. 

The Programme Manager informed him that this 

work was now being handled by a different firm, 

and that the arrangements were satisfactory. 

The long-term proposals for the laundry work 

for the Sacred Heart Home and the County 

Hospital provided for this work being done at 

St. Patrick's Hospital, Castlerea. 

/4. 
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR 

FUTURE MANAGEMENT 

OF THE GALWAY 

REGIONAL HOSPITALS 

AS FROM 1st JANUARY, 

1976: 

(a) Medical 

(b) Nursing 

(c) General 
Administration. 

^ 

The Programme Manager informed the Committee 

that the Chief Executive Officer proposed to 

bring before the Board at an early date, 

proposals in connection with the management of 

Galway Regional Hospital and Merlin Park * 

Regional Hospital. It is the policy of the 

Board that these hospitals be' administered on 

a unified basis, and in order to achieve this 

unity, the Chief Executive Officer's proposals 

would provide for unified administration at 

Medical, Nursing and Lay Administration levels. 

The Committee was informed that Dr. O'Beirn 

had agreed to accept responsibility for the 

medical administration in both hospitals, and 

that Miss Casey had agreed to accept a similar 

arrangement in relation to nursing administration. 

Mr. Crowley, Hospital Administrator was already 

appointed to cover both hospitals in relation 

to lay administration. The Programme Manager 

informed the Committee that it was hoped to 

introduce these arrangements with effect as 

from 1st January, 1976. It was envisaged that 

this team would meet on a regular basis, and 

would report to the Programme Manager, 

General Hospital Care. 

Professor Kennedy stated that he agreed fully 

with the proposals as outlined, and congratulate* 

the Chief Executive Officer on making the 

arrangements. He also congratulated 

Miss Casey on accepting the post of Chief Nursinc 

Officer for both hospitals. The other members 

present also agreed fully with the proposals. 

The committee was informed that the proposals 

/5. 
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VOTE OF THANKS: 

would, first of all, have to be agreed by the 

Health Board, and subsequently approved of by 

the Department of Health. 

i 

The Chairman thanked Miss Casey for providing 

the facilities for the meeting at Merlin Park 

Regional Hospital, and this was endorsed by 

the other members present. 

DATE AND VENUE FOR The Committee decided to hold the next Meeting 

NEXT MEETING: • * « • , . « , „ . 
a i n Merlin Park Regional Hospital on Friday, 

30th January, 1976, at 3.00 p.m. 

The Programme Manager informed the members that 

it was proposed to put on the Agenda, an item 

dealing with the Federation of the County 

Hospital, Roscommon with Portiuncula Hospital, 

Ballinasloe. 

This concluded the business of the Meeting. 

CERTIFIED CORRECT : k ;<i-M 
SECRETARY'. r 

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of the 

General Institutional Care Standing Committee 

held at Merlin Park Regional Hospital on 

Friday, 30th January, 1976. 

SIGNED: 
* - 5 CHAIRMAN. 

DATE . _«£ / ib 



BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR 

(WESTERN HEALTH BOARD) 

Minutes of Meeting of Community Care Standing Committee held on 9th 

January, 1976 at Merlin Park Regional Hospital, Galway: 

Present: Mr. P.J. Morley, M.C.C., who presided, 

Mr. J. Molloy, M.C.C., 

Mr. P. Raftery, M.C.C., 

Mr. H. Melvin, M.C.C., 

Mr. J.P. O'Callaghan, M.C.C., 

Mr. J.P. O'Donnell, M.P.S.I., 

Mr. T. Byrne, M.C.C., 

Mr. J. Mulrooney, M.C.C., 

Senator M.D. Lyons. 

Apologies: Mr. M. Kelly, M.C.C., 

Dr. J.J. Tobin. 

In Attendance: Mr. P. McDaid, Programme Manager, 

Dr. M.J. McLcughlin, Senior Dertcl Surgeon, and the 

Members of the Galwcy Community Core Team -

Dr. P.D. Power, Chief Medical Officer, 

Mr. P. Carney, Senior Health Inspector, 

Mr. J. Hall, Acting Senior Social Worker, 

Dr. G.F. Carey, Assistcr.t Chief Medicrl Officer, 

Mr. B. Naughton, Acting Section Officer, 

Mr. S. Nicholson, Staff Officer, 

Miss D. O'Reilly, Supt. Public Health Nurse. 

Minutes: Minutes of Meeting held on 3rd December, 1975 were 

adopted on the proposition of Councillor Melvin, 

seconded by Councillor Byrne. 

Discussion with The discussion opened with a review of the new 

Community Care Team: approach being adopted by the Standing Commxttee, a. 

~ ~ set out in the Minutes of the Committee's meeting of 

29th October, 1975, aimed at involving the Committee 

in a more detailed way in the organisation of the 

I ' Board's Community Care services. It was explained 

that the Committee had decided to commence by meeting 

I one of the Community Care Teams to discus, the 

operation of the Team system and to * * ~ £ 

mlbers of the Galway Team obout o di ficulUe. 

suggestions which they might wish P 

e« introduced the members of 
Dr. Power, in response, introauc 



ice the Team and apologised for the unavoidable absenc 

of Mr. M. Moloney, Superintendent Assistance Officer. 

He explained that whereas the various people concerned 

with organisation of Community Care services had met 

as their work demanded it in the past, there was now, 

through the Team system, a routine method of meeting, 

exchanging views and reaching consensus decisions. 

Dr. Power reviewed also progress in relation to the 

setting up of District Care Teams and said that the 

Galway Team was at present setting up the eighth such 

Team in the Galway Community Care area. Experience 

to date was that District Teams were one of the most 

significant developments in the re-organisation of 

Health services here. The setting up of District 

Teams meant that all those concerned in the provision 

and organisation of services were now concerned in 

assessing the efficiency of services and attempting 

to secure better services. Dr. Power explained that 

the recommendations of the District Teams came to 

the Community Care Team, which then acted upon them 

or referred them to the appropriate other agency. 

Some of the recommendations by District Teams related 

to matters not within the control of Health Boards, 

notably in the matter of housing, but District Teams 

were developing a position for themselves in regard 

to matters affecting their local communities, and ft 

was note-worthy that the Galway County Secretary and 

Housing Staff Officer had earlier that week attended 

a meeting of a particular District Care Team to discuss 

the problems of housing for the elderly. 

Dr. Power mentioned that the Galway Team was at 

present being extended by representatives of General 

Practitioners^ Pharmacists and voluntary organisations. 

Councillor Mulrooney suggested that it might be 

appropriate if Teams included representatives of the 

general public, as "consumers". It was clarified 

that the Team system operated within the management 

structure of the Health Board and that the present 

move to involve the Standing Committee more closely 

in the detail of the Board's services was intended, 

amongst other things, to nrino the point of view ot 



the public to bear more closely on the organisation 

and provision of services. 

Mr. Naughton detailed developments in the setting up 

of District Social Service Councils, by which the 

Board encouraged the coming together of voluntary 

organisations and people interested in voluntary effort 

to form a Social Service Council concerned with Social 

Service for the entire community represented by a 

particular District Care area. Experience to date 

indicated that this approach was acceptable and 

effective in fostering voluntary effort and making the 

benefits of that effort available on a wide scale to 

people throughout the Board°s region. Such District 

Social Service Councils had representatives on District 

Care Teams. 

At the invitation of the Chairman each of the members of 

the Galway Team gave a brief resume of the services they 

represented and the problems which they considered 

important at the present time. Points made included the 

following:-

1. Effective services are related to the facilities 

available. ' The delay in approving and providing 

the Community Health Centre at Shantalla is 

impeding the development of services, as is the 

absence of Health Centres throughout the region, 

or availability of adequate facilities at existing 

dispensary buildings. 

2 Recruitment of permanent Public Health Medical staff 

has not taken place for some years and the future of 

community medicine as a career is uncertain. This 

is a serious matter. In the meantime, the training 

of temporary staff and such part time staff as are 

available is a matter of paramount importance 

3 Liaison between Community Care staff and hospitals 

personnel needs to be improved. 

4. Mr. Carney stated that food hygiene is being 

neglected at present. 

, ^-n referred to the need to develop 
5- °r- " C u ' t vices end to — d the la- in Z&Z*-»**-* <???£-

...„„ , ;«, . i . * « M O* U» dentnlly 
o f , r 8 »«*>• - f r o m t h e i n o d e q u < ^ . » present 
handicapped, arising staffing facilities. 
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6. Details were given of the problems in developing an 

effective Social Work service. Mr. Hall indicated 

his agreement with the Board's policy of developing 

Social Work services on the two levels of community 

development and case work. 

7. In regard to District Social Service Councils it was 

pointed out that the Board's efforts over the past 

year or so to set up these Councils had created a 

need for support of the Councils with funds in 

respect of services being provided. It would be 

unfortunate now if the Board, having encouraged the 

setting up of Councils, could not give the necessary 

support to them. 

Various points in connection with the functioning of 

the Community Care Team and the different services were 

clarified in subsequent discussion. In conclusion the 

Chairman thanked Dr. Power and the Team for their 

attendance and contributions. He expressed the view 

that the discussion had been fruitful and of great 

benefit to the Committee. Dr. Power reciprocated by 

expressing his appreciation and that of the Team for 

the opportunity- to put their views forward to the 

Committee. 

Next Meeting: It was decided that before meeting a District Care Team 

in Mayo, as was next envisaged in the Committee's 1976 

programme, a special meeting would be held to discuss 

various outstanding matters which required the 

consideration of the Committee. This meeting was fixed 

for Wednesday, 18th February, in the Boardroom at 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital at 3.45 p.m. 

Signed: a i * 
P. McDaid. 

Date: 
]4+u lnntjciryf 1976. 

Conf ined ond adopted at . e e t i n , held on 18th 

February, 1976. 

Chairman. 


