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The meeting on 13th May was attended by representatives of the 

Planning Authority, led by the County Manager and County Engineer, 

An Foras Forbartha and the Institute for Industrial Research and 

Standards, and on the Health Board side by Mr. P. McDaid, Programme 

Manager Community Care; Dr. T. D. Feeley, Regional Public Analyst; 

and Dr. P. P. Donovan, recently retired from the post of Regional 

Public Analyst but who had been closely involved in earlier 

examination of the issues involved, the Mayo Chief Medical Officer, 

Dr. L. 0 Se; a Health Inspector Mr. A. W. Halloran, and myself. 

I 
I 

At the meeting, assurances were sought concerning the points 

raised on the Tidal Survey Report. The technical experts present 

from An Foras Forbartha and Institute for Industrial Research and 

Standards gave the required assurances and explained in detail the 

basis of their satisfaction that so far as it was possible to be 

certain in the matter, no danger to health would arise. In 

particular, the point was made that while the proportion of acrylonitrile 

at the point of discharge would be a maximum of 2 p.p.m. this would 

be immediately diluted by the dispersal mechanism to 0.06 p.p.a. 

and that the level in the Bay generally, in all probability, would 

be lower. This dispersal mechanism apparatus must be installed 

to the satisfaction of the Mayo County Engineer. The Board*» 

technical advisers present at the meeting accepted the assurance! 

given on this basis. 

The two most important matters arising at this stage ore thot:-

(1) the base line analysis of the receiving waters in the Boy, 

and of the water from Lough Con, be carried out without 

delay; 
/5..••• 
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(2) the Monitoring Committee be established and given every 

facility to keep the position in Killala Bay under review. 

This latter matter is of the utmost urgency, the building of the 

factory having been well advanced, as no one can foretell the long-term 

effects with accuracy, of an effluent containing this chemical which 

may have toxic qualities or even be carcinogenic. The Planning 

Authority has undertaken to expedite work in both these areas. 

I have nominated the following to membership of the Monitoring 

Committee to be establishedr-

Mayo Chief Medical Officer; 

Regional Public Analyst; 

Professor of Bacteriology, Galway Regional Hospital; 

a Health Inspector. 

I might mention that a Monitoring Committee established 

jointly by the Galway County Manager and myself has been functioning 

effectively in respect of Galway Bay for some years past. 

The Board will also be glad to know that a Liaison Committee, 

composed of the Mayo Chief Medical Officer and other local officers 

of the Health Board there, and of senior officers of Mayo County 

Council, has been functioning for some time. The Board will recall 

that this was one of the recommendations in the Report to the Board 

on the Health Inspectorate, adopted by the Board on 5th November, 1973. 

/« 



Bord Slainte an larthair 
Western Health Board 

- 6 -

During the discussions held on 13th May, 1975, with the 

representatives of the County Mayo Planning Authority, which were most 

frank throughout, I pointed out that my Board welcomed development, 

would co-operate fully in every way possible to foster it, that it 

realised the great initiative required to attract new industry 

to the Mayo area, that all this Board's scientific, medical and 

technical staffs were available to assist, but that nevertheless, 

no action should be taken which would put the health of the 

population, as expressed in the widest context, at serious risk, 

without installation of the necessary safeguards beforehand. 

Signed: -f-frfc -l KV> <w»/ 
E. Hannan, 

Chief Executive Officer,h . 

Date: 27th Hoy, 1975, 
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22nd November,1974. 

Mr. G. l/ard, 
County Manager, 
Mayo County Council, 
Courthouse, 
Castlebar, 
Co. Mayo. 

Dear Mr. Ward, 

Further to my letter of 13th November concerning the Foras 
Forbartha Report on Tidal Float Surveys in Killaia 3ay, the following 
are some observations:-

1. Perhaps you would clarify if it is intended to involve the 
Health Board in the proposed consultations with An Foras Forbartha 
and the Institute for Industrial Research end Standards. 

2. In my letter of 13th September I suggested that it might be to 
our mutual benefit if those undertaking the survey hed a 
discussion with Drs. L. 0* Se and P. P. Donovan, so that ooints 
could be clarified before the survey, if possible, rather than 
afterwards. 

3. In the Report of the visit in September by Dr. 0' Se and 
Dr. 0* Donovan to the Water Research Centre at Stevenage (copy 
of which I sent you with my letter of 13th September) it was 
stated at page 4 that the Water Research Centre would be prepared 
to examine the findings of a tidal float survey on a consultative 
basis. It is suggested that this would be useful. Many 
of the questions which arise out of the Report should be the 
subject of detailed discussion rather than brief reference in 
a letter. Presumably the meeting to be arranged will give 
an opportunity for such detailed discussion. 

4. The Report at page 20 specifies an amount of information which 
would be required to enable satisfactory judgements to be node. 
In the absence of information assumptions are made. To whc*t 
extent can the validity of cue assumptions be established? 

5. At paae 21 reference is mads to the importance of the rate of 
waste~decay after discharge into the receiving water. Is it 
intended to establish this rate? 

/2 



5. Many of the conclusions in the Report are based on estimates 
PJob?bllxty- F o r instance, on page 23 there is emphasis 

on the fact that only a limited number of velocity measurements 
were tcxen. These give "a reasonably good indication" and 
there is "little doubt". Would more detailed research 
result in greater certitude? 

7. On page 31 the Report states that the question of whether 
or not the estimated concentrations of acrylonitrile 
constitute a health hazard is a matter to be decided* by 

4 the competent health authorities? Is it accepted that the 
Health Board is the competent health authority? If this is 
accepted there requires to be much greater involvement of the 
Health Board, through its appropriate staff, in any decision 
taken. In particular the decision to grGnt planning 
permission has been taken against the advice of the Chief 
Medical Officer v/ho advised against granting on the basis that 
inadequate information was available, In the event it 
appears thct the Chief Medical Officer's attitude was justified 
and it is suggested that even at this stage every effort should 
be made to ensure that any reasonable doubts he may have are 
fully satisHe ' before vital decisions effecting health are 
taken. 

8. Again on paga 31 the Beport quotes a U.S.A. source which 
"suggests that no Health hazard would be involved for 
acrylonitrile concentrations in fresh water below 2 mg/l. 
Such calculations done on the basis of particular tests may 
not take account either of the effects over a longer time 
span or of the possibilities of cumulative concentrations 
in situations outside the trial situation, The operation 
of a multiple safety factor no doubt reduces the risk but 

4 an arrangement for the treatment of the effluent to eliminate 
the toxic elements would be more reassuring. It is suggested 
that there be a requirement on the Company to provide such 
treatment facilities if requested. 

9. The observations in the Report on page 32 concerning the 
effect of the effluent on fish are disturbing. It is 
stated that the results of investigations carried out have 
not revealed the full effects of acrylonitrile and that an 
extension of the exposure period would have had significant 
mortality results. It is also stated that the concentrations 
which would have no effect on fish over a long period of tine 
have not been established. On pa^s 35 it is stated that 
" it would aHpea-r,, that the "likely" average levels in Killala 
Bav v/ould not' reeult in "acute" toxidity to fish. The Report 
goes on to say thatttany possible long-term effects cannot be 
predicted and remain unknown". 

The acceptability of any conclusion following such Qualifications 
is very much open to question and points to the need for much ***£ 
in-depth investigation and research. 
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The Report makes the point again that a monitoring programme 
should be introduced prior to the discharge of the effluent 
and bs carried out for a sufficient length of time to 
assess long-term effects. My offer in this respect to you 
in my letter of 13th September has not been accepted. 

Yours sincerely, 

£. frcnnan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 
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PSYCHIATRIC & GERIATRTC P A , P STANDING COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting of the Committee held in St Marv 
Castlebar on Friday the 15th March, I975, at lioo s Hospital, 

p.m. 

•ESENT: Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Dr . 
Mr. 
Dr . 
Mr. 
Mr. 

M 
P 
T 
M 
E 
L 
P 
E 

J. Egan, LL.B. - Chairman 
O'Cathain 
O'Baoill, R.M.N. 

M.J. McLoughlin, B.D.S. 
Haverty, M.C.C. 
Hanniffy 
Flynn, N.T. M.C.C. 
Carey 

if ATTENDANCE; 

Senator M.D. Lyons, M.C.C. - Chairman Western 
Health Board * 
Mr. J.P. O'Callaghan, M . C . C , - Vice-Chairman 
Western Health Boa^d 

Mr. S. O'Donoghue, Programme Manager 
Miss M. Cloonan, Secretary 

CNTJTES; On the proposal of Senator M.D. Lyons, seconded 
by Dr. L. Hanniffy, the minutes of the Meeting 
of the 10th January, 1975, were adopted by the 
Committee and signed by the Chairman. 

^2SI_PF WORKING PARTY 
JJCJ^INING AND EMPLOYING 
^JJANDICAPPED: 

The synopsis of the Working Party Report as 
circulated was considered item by item. The 
Members of the Standing Committee were in general 
agreement with the position as outlined under 
each item subject to the following reservations:-

Paragraph 2.11; 
follows:-

Position in Board should read as 

"We have been granted £^2,115 in response to our 
application for the year 197^ • We see no objection 
to the co-ordination of future claims by the 
National Rehabilitation Board provided that money 
received on basis of our claims is given to the 
Health Board." 

Paragraph k.6: This recommendation suggested 
that a person in charge of each Unit in Psychiatric 
Hospital should have experience at supervisory 
level in industry. A discussion ensued from which 
it appeared that the general body of the Standing 
Committee were in favour of this recommendation. 
However, Mr. T. O'Baoill expressed reservations 
because at present these Units aro supervised by 
people qualified in Occupational Thorapy. Ho 
felt that their position should not be worsened. 

During this discussion it was also pointed out 
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that there were insufficient facilities available 
in thxs country to train therapists of all 
descriptions who would be needed for these Units 
and Workshops, as well as for other types of 
therapy. 

Paragraph ^.22; The members felt that the 
National Rehabilitation Board should have only 
secondary responsibility in the formation of 
organisational and operational standards for 
activitation units. 

fOGRESS REPORT ON PROJECTS: 

WELFARE HOMES; 

St. Francis Home, Newcastle: — Progressing 

satisfactorily. 

Arus Deirbhle, Belmullet: — Patients to move into 

Home on the 2nd April, 1975. 

Carraroe Welfare .Home: — Tender gone to Department 

of Health since the 15th October, 1975. Not yet 
sanctioned. 

Tuam Welfare Home:* <— Site lay-out map submitted 

to Department of Health on the 20th February, 1975-

PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS: 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe: 

St. Enda's Unit — Awaiting sanction to the final 

drawings which were submitted to the Department of 
Health on the 7th October, 1972* > in connection with 
the conversion of this unit into a Medium Stay 
Unit. ' 

New Building — Awaiting sanction to drawings which 

were submitted to Department of Health on the 
3rd December, 1971*. 

St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar: 

Boilerhouse — Awaiting sanction to go to tender. 

Water Storage Tower — Work progressing 

satisfactorily. 

Lifts Work due to commence shortly. 

Kitchen & D i ^ f T Supervision - Work progressing j 

satisfactorily. 
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Y OTHER BUSINESS: 

Re-Wiring — Work completed. 

Automatic Fire Alarm System — Awaiting approval 

from Department. 

St. Patrick's Hospital, Castlerea; 

Industrial Therapy Unit — To be completed by mid 

March. Official Opening on the 2nd May, 1975, by 
Mr. P. Cooney, T.D. M.C.C., Minister for Justice. 

Boilerhouse — Awaiting sanction for provision of 

hoppers. 

The Chairman Mr. M.J. Egan raised the question of 
patients in hospitals making wills. It was stated 
that relatives of some patients were not aware 
that wills were made and because of that when 
patients died the wills were never probated. 

The Chairman stated that he had forwarded the 
following motion for inclusion on the Agenda for 
the next Board Meeting. He asked for the support 
of the Members when the motion would be considered. 

"That realising the injustices which result from 
the absence of a Scheme for the compulsory 
registration of Wills throughout the State, and 
pending the introduction of legislation to make 
the registration of such Wills obligatory, the 
Western Health Board make arrangements applicable 
to the Institutions under its care in the Counties 
of Galway, Mayo and Roscommon for the keeping of 
Records by the Matron or other designated Officer 
of the respective Institution of the names of 
patients who are visited by Solicitors for the 
purpose of making Wills, the dates of the making 
of such Wills and the names of the Solicitors 
engaged." 

On the proposal of Senator M.D. Lyons, seconded 
by Mr. J.P. O'Callaghan, it was agreed to recommend 
the motion to the Health Board. 

* £ J ^ N D V E N U E 0 F N E X T MEETING: 

It was decided to hold the next meeting of the 
Committee on the 9th May, 1975, in the Sacred Heart 
Home, Roscommon. Lunch will be provided at 
1.00 p.m. and the meeting will follow immediately 
afterwards. 

M. Cloonan, 
$ec,retary. 

I f i rm<\d \and«iad0yp-te,d a t raeeti 

^ e d : 

Chairman 

on the 9 t h May, 1975-



Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 
Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

1st J u l y , 1975. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

• Dear Member, 

I desire to inform you that the next meeting of the Board 

will be held at the Toghermore Reablement Centre, Tuam, at 4.00 p.m. 

following a visit to the Centre at 3.00 p.m. on Monday, 7th July, 

1975, to consider Agenda as set out hereunder. You are hereby 

requested to attend. 

Yours sincerely, 

y—— 
E. Hannan, 

Chief Executive O f f i c e r . 

^ W 

A G E N D A 

1 . Opening Prayer. 

2 . V e r i f i c a t i o n of Minutes o f Meeting of 3rd June, 1975, 
(copy h e r e w i t h ) . 

3 . A u t h o r i s a t i o n of increase i n Overdraf t Accommodation from 
£3,500,000 to £4,000,000 f o r Quarter Ended 30th June, 1V/I>. 

4 . A u t h o r i s a t i o n o f increase i n Overdraf t Accommodation from 
£4,000,000 t o £5,000,000 f o r Quarter Ending 30th September, 
1975. 

/ 2 
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5. Authorisation of Loans as follows:-

Supplementary Loans; 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, Stage I 
do. do. Stage II 

St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar: 
Replacement of Boilers: ) 
Electrical Installations ( 

Admission & Treatment Unit 

County Hospital, Castlebar: 
Pathology Department 

Home for the Aged, Belmullet 
do. Boyle 

Sacred Heart Home, Castlebar 
Sacred Heart Home, Roscommon 

TOTAL: 

New Loans: 

Regional Hospital, Galway: 
Telephones & Staff Paging 
Ward Toilets and Kitchens 
Mortuary & Post Mortem 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital 
Fire Alarm 
Boilers 

Public Health Nurses House, Tuam 

Day Room, St. Brendan's Home, Loughrea 

Home for the Aged, Carraroe 

Industrial Therapy Unit, St. Patrick's 
Hospital, Castlerea 

Emergency Lighting & Fire Alarm, District 
Hospital, Swinford 

£12,000 
£15,000 

£20,000 

5,000 

£12,000 

£20,000 
5,000 

£50,000 
£20,000 

£159,000 

£20,000 
£25,000 
£40,000 

£25,000 
£40,000 

8,000 

8,000 

£175,000 

20,000 

6,000 

I 

TOTAL: £367,000 

/3 . 
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11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
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lastimeetii°rent ^ K U l a l a Bay' C ° # Mayo' (^J^med from 

Increase in charges for In-Patient Hospital Services (copy 
of Department of Health Circular Letter No. 12/75 dated 
26th June, 1975, herewith). 

Revised Visiting Hours, General Hospital, as follows:-

(a) Galway Regional Hospital; 

(b) Merlin Park Regional Hospital; 

(c) County Hospital, Castlebar; 

(d) County Hospital, Roscommon. 

Abolition of post of Medical Officer at Swinford District 
Hospital, and assignment of the duties thereof to the 
holder of the office of Medical Officer at Swinford Fever 
Hospital (memo, herewith). 

Annual Report 1974 - Public Analyst's Laboratory, Galway 
Regional Hospital (Copy of Report herewith). 

Establishment of Child Care Advisory Committee (adjourned 
from Board meeting of 3rd June, 1975). 

Creation of Additional Appointments in the General Medical 
Services for Kiltimagh and Louisburgh, Co. Mayo. 

To arrange date of August meeting. 

Social Welfare (Supplementary Welfare Allowances) Bill 1975. 

Application for grant assistance from E.E.C. Social Fund 
in respect of year 1976. 

Recommendations from Local Health Committees as follows:-

Galway - Meeting held on 4th April, 1975: 

"That this Committee requests the Western Health Board to 
take all possible measures to expedite the construction of 
the new Welfare Home at Carraroe." 

Roscommon - Meeting held on 10th April, 1975: 

(l) "That the Local Committee recommends to the Health 
Board that immediate consideration be given to allow 
doctors living in the Board's residences to purchase 
them, if they so desire." 

A 
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(2) "That the Western Health Board be asked to repudiate 
the statement made by Dr. M. Dyar that politicians 
were responsible for dumping patients in hospitals 
throughout the Western Region." 

(above items adjourned from meeting held on 3rd June, 1975). 

17. Reports from meetings of Standing Committees as follows:-

(1) Psychiatric & Geriatric Care - meeting held 15th 
March, 1975. (Copy already circulated.) 
(Adjourned from meeting of 3rd June, 1975.) 

(2) General Institutional Care - meetings held on 

21st March and 30th May, 1975. 

(3) Community Care - meeting held on 2nd April, 1975. 

18. Chief Executive Officer's Progress Report:-

(1) "Choice of Doctor" and "Choice of Pharmacist" Schemes; 

(2) Building Programme. 
19. Medical Officer, Ballina District Hospital - Reception of 

Deputation from Ballina Hospital Action Committee. 

20. Notice of Motion: 

"That this Board calls on the Minister for Health to amend 
the Health Act 1970 so as to provide for the granting of 
full eligibility for general medical services to all children 
with severe physical or mental handicap." 

M. J. Egan, LL.B. 

*•*•»***** 

/2 
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Minutes of Monthly Mating of Western Heolth Board, held at 3.00 p.m., on 

Tuesday, 3rd June, 1975, at Di.trict Hospital, Swinford, County Mayo. 

P r a , e n t : Senator M. D. Lyons, Chairman, who presided. 

Other Me«bers: Messrs. T. Byrne, E. Carey, Miss D. Casey, 

Messrs. J. Costello, D. Dalton, G. Dodd, 

M. J. Dyar, P. Flynn, L. Hanniffy, E. Haverty, 

J. D. Kennedy, M.J. McLoughlin, H. Melvin, 

J. Molloy, P. J. Morley, J. Mulrooney, T. O'Baoill, 

J. P. O'Callaghan, P. O'Cathain, J. P. O'Donnell, 

P. Raftery and J. J. Tobin. 

Apologies: Messrs. P. C. Bresnihan, M. J. Egan, Councillor 

M. Kelly, and Dr. P. D. Power. 

In Attendance; Messrs. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer, 

M. Killeen and S. O'Donoghue, Programme Managers, 

Dr. L. O'Se, Mayo Chief Medical Officer, 

Dr. P. P. Donovan, retired Regional Public 

Analyst, Dr. A. G. Carroll, Clinical Director of 

Child Psychiatry, and J. O'Leary, Secretary. 

Opening Proyer: The Opening Prayer was recited in Irish by the 

Chief Executive Officer. 

Votes of Sympathy: On the proposal of Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, 

seconded by Councillor H. Melvin, the sympathy of 

the Board was extended to the widow and family of 

Dr. V. Moran, Medical Officer, District Hospital, 

Swinford, recently deceased, and to Mr. J. O'Kelly, 

Administrator, St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar, on 

the death of his father. The Chief Executive 

Officer, on behalf of all sections of the Staff, 

and on his own behalf, associated himself with 

the resolutions of sympathy. 

Minutes: The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the Board of 

2nd May, 1975, copies of which had been 

circulated to each Member on 27th May, 1975, 

were adopted on the proposal of Mr. J. Costello, 

seconded by Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, and 

then signed by the Chairman. 

/2 



Arming on the Minutes, Councillor P. Flynn, 

who did not ottond tho Meeting of 2nd Moy, 1975, 

roforrod to tho refusal of the Bonk of Ireland 

to grant a short-tern loon to finance a 

number of tho Board's copitol project* , 

recorded on page 8, and recalled the 

circuottoncot under which the Bonk of Ireland 

wot opoointed Treasurer to the Board and the 

undertaking* given by the* at the t ine . The 

CMof Executive Of f icer stated thot he hod 

these circumstances in aind in his negotiations 

M tho Bonk ond would report the results to 

tho Board in due course. 

Overdraft Ace tion 

for Quarter ending 

30th $oot—bar. 1975. 

-as proposed by Councillor H. Melvin, 

seconded by Councillor P. Flynn, and resolved: 

"Thot wo hereby authorise the raising of 

overdraft occoooodotion in the sua of four 

•illion pounds (£4,000,000), for the Quarter 

ending 30th September, 1975, pursuant to 

Soction 33 of the Health Act, 1970." 

Review of Yeor Two 

of Plon for Devoloooent 

of Meolth Services 

1973/7B. 

Development of Child 

Psychiatric Services 

Memorandum from the Chief Executive Officer, 

circulated to each Member on 27th May, 1975, 

on the Review of Year Two of the Board's 

Development Plan 1973/78, was considered. 

The Chief Executive Officer recommended that 

the Review should be considered in the first 

instance by the Board's three Standing 

Committees, and then by the Board at a special 

Mooting on a date to be arranged. The Chief 

Executive Officer's recommendation was adopted 

on the proposal of Councillor P. Flynn, 

seconded by Mr. J. P. 0'Donnell. 

Report, dated 7th May, 1975, on the Development 

of Child Psychiatric Services, submitted by 

Dr. Anthony G. Carroll, M.R.C.Psych., D.P.M., 

Clinical Director of Child Psychiatry, and 

Minutes of Meeting held in Chief Executive 

Officer's office, on 12th May, 1975, copies 

of which had been circulated to each Member on 

27th May, 1975, were considered. 

The Chief Executive Officer welcomed Dr. Carroll 

to the Meeting, and stated that the 

recommendations in the report affected all 

/3 



three of the Board's programmes. Since it was 

of the utmost importance that staff, equipment 

and facilities should be provided with the least 

possible delay, he recommended that the report be 

adopted by the Board in advance of its 

consideration by the Standing Committees. 

It was proposed by Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, 

seconded by Councillor J. Molloy, and resloved: 

"(a) That we proceed, as a matter of urgency, 

with the development of the Child 

Psychiatric Service as proposed by 

Dr. Anthony G. Carroll. 

(b) That we approve of the creation of the 

posts required, the acquisition of premises 

and their refurbishing, and fitting out of 

accommodation also at Merlin Park Regional 

Hospital, for Child Psychiatry. 

(c) That the Department of Health be requested 

to provide the necessary funds urgently to 

put the proposals into operation." 

Department of Health letter H 21/2/11 of 

30th April, 1975, copies of which had been 

circulated to each Member on 27th May, 1975, was 

considered. It was proposed by Senator M.D. Lyons, 

seconded by Councillor P. Flynn, and resolved, 

with Dr. M. J. Dyar dissenting: 

"That South-East Mayo be regarded as falling 

within the catchment area of the County Hospital, 

Castlebar." 

The Chief Executive Officer informed the Board 

that the land at Castlebar which it had agreed to 

dispose of to Mayo County Council on 17th July, 

1972, for industrial purposes, was not now required 

by the Council for these purposes, i.e. German 

sponsored Boatbuilding enterprise, the Council 

having notified him to this effect per letter of 

6th May, 1975. He recommended that this property 

be retained by the Board for the future development 

plan of the County Hospital, Castlebar, and used, 

inter alia, as a site for residential accommodation 

for Junior Medical and Nursing Staffs, proposed 

A 



combined Nurse Training School and Welfare Home, 

etc. The Board's Architect had been notified of 

the availibility of this land again for Health 

Board purposes and asked to plan accordingly. 

The Department of Health would also be notified. 

On the proposal of Dr. M. J. McLoughlin, seconded 

by Dr. J. J. Tobin, the Chief Executive Officer's 

recommendations were adopted. 

Appointment of 

Dr. M. T. J. Reynolds, 

Resident Medical 

Superintendent, 

St. Patrick's Hospital, 

Castlerea, to vacancy 

on Local Health 

Committee for County 

Roscommon. 

It was proposed by Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, 

seconded by Councillor D. Dalton, and resolved: 

"That we hereby appoint Dr. M. T. J. Reynolds, 

Resident Medical Superintendent, St. Patrick's 

Hospital, Castlerea, to the vacancy on the 

Local Health Committee for County Roscommon, 

caused by the resignation of Dr. J. V. Halpenny, 

in accordance with Article 72 of the Health 

(Local Committees) Regulations 1972." 

Portiuncula Hospital, 

Ballinasloe - Extension 

of Deeming Arrangement 

to 31st December, 1975. 

Consultant Staffing, 

County Hospital, 

Roscommon. 

It was proposed by Dr. L. Hanniffy, seconded by 

Mr. J. Costello, and resolved: 

"That we hereby authorise a further extension of 

the deeming arrangement in respect of South 

County Roscommon patients with Portiuncula 

Hospital, Ballinasloe, from 1st July to 

31st December, 1975." 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that a 

replacement was required for Mr. J. F. O'Hanrahan, 

F.R.C.S.I., County Surgeon, County Hospital, 

Roscommon, who had reached the retirement age on 

18th May, 1975, and as it was against the policy 

of the Minister for Health and Comhairle 

Na n-Ospideal to approve of the appointment of 

"single-handed"Consultants, he recommended that 

the Board approve of the creation of an additional 

post of Consultant Surgeon and also an additional 

post of Consultant Physician at the same hospital, 

as Dr. J. J. Walls would reach retirement age on 

21st December, 1975, and a similar situation 

would arise. 

On the proposal of Dr. L. Hanniffy, seconded by 

Dr. J. J« Tobin, the Board agreed to the creation 

of the two additional Consultant Posts. 

/5 



Disposal of Former Report of Meeting with deputation from South 

Dispensary Residence County Galway Community Care Council with the 

and adjoining land at Chief Executive Officer, on 14th May, 1975, to 

Ardrahan, Co. Galway. hear their representations on the proposed 

disposal of the former dispensary residence at 

Ardrahan, copies of which had been circulated to 

each Member on 27th May, 1975, was noted. 

Negotiations for the sale of the land adjoining 

the dispensary to Galway County Council for 

Housing purposes, were in progress. 

Councillor T. Byrne stated that the deputation 

were very grateful for the manner in which they 

had been received by the Chief Executive Officer. 

Asahi Development The Chief Executive Officer's report of 

at Killala Bay. 27th May, 1975, on his Meeting, accompanied by 

Co. Mayo. the Board's advisers, with Mayo County Manager and 

his advisers, on 13th May, 1975, and on the events 

leading up to the Meeting, on the proposed Asahi 

Development at Killala Bay, Co. Mayo, together 

with copy of letter of 27th November, 1974, 

addressed to the Mayo County Manager by the Chief 

Executive Officer, circulated to each Member on 

27th May, 1975, were considered and discussed at 

length. 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that he had 

invited Dr. P. P. Donovan, former Regional Public 

Analyst, and Dr. L. O'Se, Mayo Chief Medical 

Officer, to the Meeting to answer any questions 

that might arise. Dr. D. Feeley, Regional 

Public Analyst, was unavoidably absent on E.E.C. 

business. 

Lest it be inferred that Mayo County Council had 

not consulted Dr. O'Se about this development, he 

wished to clarify that the project had been 

discussed on a number of occasions with Dr. O'Se, 

but he had not been consulted about the conditions 

with health implications included in the Planning 

Permission. A further Meeting with the Planning 

Authority had taken place on 27th May, 1975, 

where it had been decided to set up a Monitoring 

Committee with a Membership of six (6) -

two (2) representing Mayo County Council, 

two (2) Western Health Board, one (l) Asahi 

Chemical Company and one (l) the Department of 

Fisheries. Copies of his report had been sent 
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to the Ballina Board of Conservators who had 

asked for it, and Mayo County Council as the 

relevant Planning Authority. 

Dr. J. J. Tobin stated that while he did not 

disagree with any part of the Chief Executive 

Officer's report, there were a number of 

questions to which he would like to receive 

answers. He then went on to quote extensively 

from various publications on tests carried out 

on Acrylonitrile which raised grave doubts as to 

its effect on the health of workers, fish life 

and the community at large. 

Councillor P. Flynn stated that Mayo County 

Council were the Planning Authority and the 

Health Board Meeti ng was not the proper place to 

discuss this matter. Before granting Planning 

Permission, Mayo County Council had consulted 

all the interests involved including An Foras 

Forbartha, The Institute for Industrial Research 

and Standards and various Government Departments. 

Both Dr. O'Se and Dr. Donovan were present at 

many of the discussions and consultations that 

had taken place. No technical expert from Mayo 

County Council was present at this Meeting to 

refute or agree with the statements made, and he 

proposed that there be no further discussion on 

the matter until a joint Meeting could be 

arranged with all the relevant personnel present. 

> ** Councillor J. Mulrooney seconded Councillor Flynn's 

proposal and stated that Mayo County Council had 

taken every reasonable precaution to ensure that 

this project would not constitute a health hazard. 

He wondered why nobody had objected to the 

Planning Permission and stated the grounds for 

their objections. 

Councillor E. Carey complimented Dr. Tobin on the 

amount of research which he had done, but added 

that most of the points raised by Dr. Tobin had 

been considered at one time or another, and had 

been satisfactorily dealt with. 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the 

Western Health Board had the statutory 

responsibility for the health of the population 
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