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Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

To: Each Member o f t he Board: 

Increases i n Var ious Al lowances 
r - : • 1 

DISABLED PERSONS' MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCES: 

New Regulations have been made by the Minister for Health providing 

for the increases announced in this year's Budget. From 

1st July, 1974, the maximum weekly rate of allowance has been increased 

from £5.90 to £7.00. 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCES: 

New Regulations in regard to these allowances also come into effect 

from 1st July, 1974. The new rates range from £5.50 weekly for a 

single person receiving in-patient services to £13.00 weekly for a 

person with a dependant spouse, and represent weekly increases of from 

£1.10 to £2.50. The allowance for a dependant has been increased 

by 30p to £1.95, the allowance for outgoings on premises by 75p to 

£2.25 and the allowance for a helper at home by £1.40 to £4.15. 

BLIND WELFARE ALLOWANCES: 

The Department of Health in a recent circular has conveyed a 

recommendation from the Minister that increased allowances be paid 

as follows: 

1. Blind Person over 16 years and under 21 with 
dependant adult: 

Increase for child dependants: 
First two children: 
Subsequent children: 

£4.50 
(in addition to 

D.P.M.A.) 

£2.45 each 
£1.90 " 
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Our Ref: 

quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 
Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 
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2 . B l i n d Pens ioner over 21 years : 

I n c r e a s e f o r c h i l d dependants: 
F i r s t two c h i l d r e n : 
Subsequent c h i l d r e n : 

£2 .50 
( i n a d d i t i o n t o Pension) 

£ 0 . 5 0 each 
£ 0 . 4 0 " 

(in addition to payments 
under pension scheme) 

3. Blind Married Woman: 

4. Blind Married Couple: 

£2.50 
(where justified by 
husband's circumstances) 

£5.00 
(in addition to respective 

pensions) 

The attention of the Board is being drawn to the increases in 

Disabled Persons' Maintenance Allowances and Infectious Diseases' 

Maintenance Allowances and the approval of the Board is recommended to 

the increases in Blind Welfare Allowances. 

Signed: Li 
P. McDaid, 

Deputy/Chief Executive Officer. 

Date: 8th July, 1974. 
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HEW lî tfi 
Health Board 

Telephone: Galway (0911 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any rep ly ) 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

9th August, 1974* 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Dear Member, 

I des i re t o inform you that the next meeting of the Board 
w i l l be held a t 11.30 a.m. on Thursday, 15th August, 1974, at 
The Convent o f Mercy, C l i f den , to consider Agenda as set out 
hereunder. 

You are hereby requested to at tend. 

Lunch w i l l be provided. 

Yours s incere ly , 

^ d c 
E. Hannan, 

Chief Executive Of f i ce r . 

A G E N D A 

1. Opening Prayer. 

2. V e r i f i c a t i o n of Minutes of Meeting of 15th Ju ly , 1974 (Copy herewith). 

3. Au tho r i sa t i on of Loans:-
( 1 ) New Welfare Home, Newcastle,Galway. 

(2 ) Dispensaries and Residences, 

£140,000 (original). 

£ 60,000 

Co. Galway - Repair, Renovations, 
Alterations. 

(3) Sacred Heart Home, Castlebar. 

(4) Sacred Heart Home, Roscom«on. 

(5) Plunkett Home, Boyle. 

£ 75,000 (Supplementary) 

£ 30,000 

£ 50,000 
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Western Health Board 
T*Hf>hon, Gttwty (091) 7631 

Your R«f 

Our Rtf 

IPMM quoit out rat. MI any raplyl 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 
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A, Chief Executive Off icer 's Progress Report:-

( 1 ) "Choice of Doctor" and "Choice of Pharmacist" Schemes. 

( 2 ) Building Prograaae. 

* * * * * * 
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BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR 

Minutes o f Mee t ing o f Western Hea l th Board held a t 4 .00 p.m. on 

Monday, 15 th J u l y , 1974, the date appointed by the M i n i s t e r f o r Hea l th 

a f t e r t he appo in tmen t o f Members by re levan t l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , a t 

t h e Sacred Heart Home, Roscommon. 

Present: 

Apologies: Messrs . P. C. Bresnihan, J . C o s t e l l o , and 
J. D. Kennedy. 

In Attendance: Messrs. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer; 
P. McDaid, P rogramme Manager, Community Care; 
K. Hickey, Acting Programme Manager, General Hospital 
Care; Sister M. Christina, Matron, Sacred Heart 
Home, Roscommon; Dr. S. Geraghty, Senior Psychiatrist, 

f and Mr. M. O'Flynn, Administrator, St. Patrick's 
Hospital, Castlerea; Messrs. N. Rowe, Staff Officer, 
Roscommon; and J. O'Leary, Secretary. 

Opening Prayer: The Opening Prayer was recited in Irish by the 

Chief Executive Officer. 

In the Chair: As Councillor T. King had not sought re-election to 

Galway County Council, he was no longer a member of 

the Board, and the outgoing Vice-Chairman, 

Senator M. D. Lyons, took the chair. 

In welcoming the new Members, Senator M. D. Lyons 

stated that the Western Health Board was foremost 

among the Health Boards of the country in the 

development of services and had many important 

achievements to its credit in the short period of 

its existence. It was the first Health Board 

to produce a Five-Year Development Plan. The 

new Board had the important responsibility of 

bringing the Plan to fruition amending and modifying 

it as necessary in the light of the ongoing situation. 

He regretted that all the outgoing Members were not 

re-appointed but had every confidence that the 

harmonious relations developed in the past would 

continue. 
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It was proposed by Councillor P. J. Morley, seconded 

by Mr. T. 0 Baoill, and resolvedr-

"that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board 

shall hold office for a period of two years from the 

date of their appointments." 

(1) Rotation of Office: 

The Chief Executive Officer, having explained that 

when the outgoing Chairman and Vice-Chairman were 

elected, their appointments were to the date of the 

meeting of the Board held after the local elections 

in 1972. When these local elections were 

postponed, the appointments were extended to the 

first meeting of the Board held after the next local 

elections. These had now taken place and he 

recommended that the Board should consider rotating 

the offices between the three counties comprising 

the Health Board area. 

It was proposed by Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, 

seconded by Councillor E. Haverty, and resolved:-

"that the office of Chairman and Vice-Chairman of 

the Western Health Board shall rotate for each 

two-year period as follows:-

first period: Chairman, Co. Mayo; 

Vice-Chairman, Co. Roscommon; 

second period: Chairman, Co. Roscommon; 

Vice-Chairman, Co. Galway; 

third period: Chairman, Co. Galway; 

Vice-Chairman, Co. Mayo." 

(2) Election of Chairman: 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Carey, seconded by 

Councillor P. J. Morley:-

"that Senator M. D. Lyons, M.C.C. be elected Chairman 

of the Western Health Board from this date 

to the date of meeting of the Board 
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to be held in July, 1976. 

There being no other 

proposal, Senator M. D. Lyons thanked the Members 

for the honour bestowed on him and declared 

himself unanimously elected. 

(3) Elect ion of Vice-Chairman: 

It was proposed by Councillor H. Melvin, seconded by 

Mr. T. 0 Baoill, that: 

"Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan be elected Vice-Chairman 

of the Western Health Board from this date to the date 

of meeting of the Board to be held in July 1976". 

There being no other proposal, the Chairman declared 

Co uncillor J. P. O'Callaghan unanimously elected 

Vice-Chairman of the Board. Councillor O'Callaghan 

returned thanks for his election. 

It was proposed by Councillor P. J. Morley, seconded 

by Councillor E. Carey and resolved:-

"that in accordance with Rule 9 (2) of the Schedule 

to the Health (Local Committees) Regulations 1972, 

the following days are appointed for meetings of the 

Local Committees for each county within the functional 

area of the Board:-

(1) Co. Galway: 4th October, 1974; 

(2) Co. Mayo: 11th October, 1974; 

(3) Co. Roscommon: 18th October, 1974. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that under Article 9 

of the Health (Hospital Bodies) Regulation* 1972, 

the term of office of Mr. T. King, Senator M. D. Lyon« 

and Councillor P. Concannon as members of Galway 

Regional Hospital Board terminated on this date. 

The appointment of Profe.sor J. D. Kennedy, the 

fourth member of the Health Board appointed to 

Galway Regional Hospital Board, will continue. 
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He recommended that the term of office of the three 

new members to be appointed would terminate on 

30th September, 1975, to correspond with the term 

of office of the members appointed by the Minister 

for Health. 

The following members were appointed to Galway 

Regional Hospital Board, from this date for the 

period ending 30th September, 1975:-

(1) Councillor P. Concannon, proposed by 

Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, and seconded by 

Councillor D. Dalton; 

(2) Senator M. D. Lyons, proposed by Dr. M. J. 

McLoughlin, and seconded by Councillor P. J. 

Morley; 

(3) Councillor T. Byrne, proposed by Councillor 

M. Kelly, and seconded by Councillor E. Carey. 

Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, who was proposed by 

Mr. T. 0 Baoill, asked that he should not be 

considered on the grounds that the third vacancy 

should be filled from Co. Galway. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that three Standing 

Committees for General Institutional Care, Psychiatric 

and Geriatric Institutional Care, and Community Care, 

were appointed on 6th November, 1972, with the 

intention that membership should be interchanged at 

two-yearly intervals. Following the appointment 

of eight new members to the Board, there were now a 

number of vacancies on these Standing Committees. 

He recommended that these Standing Committees be 

dissolved and new appointments made at meeting on 

3rd October, 1974. In the meantime, he would 

write to all the Members asking them to state their 
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preference as to the Committee on which they 

wished to serve. He will arrange for the 

circulation to the new Members of copies of Five-Year 

Development Plan, the Progress Report for the first 

year of the Plan, current Budget and other relevant 

reports. 

Following a discussion, in the course of which the 

merits of the existing system were discussed, it 

was proposed by Councillor P. Concannon, seconded 

by Mr. M. J. Egan, and resolved:-

"fhat the existing structure of Standing Committees 

be continued for two years and that the Chief 

Executive Officer's recommendations in regard to 

the appointment of new Standing Committees be 

adopted." 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of 4th June, 1974, and 

of Special Meeting of 10th June, 1974, copies of 

which had been circulated to each member, were 

adopted on the proposal of Councillor E. Carey, 

seconded by Councillor J. Molloy, and then signed by 

the Chairman. 

Explanatory memorandum from Mr. P. McDaid, of 8th 

July, 1974, circulated to each Member on 9th July, 

1974, was considered. Chief Executive Officer 

stated that the estimated cost of paying the increased 

allowances from 1st July, to 31st December, 1974, 

was as follows:-

Disabled Persons' Maintenance 
Allowances: HD/,UW 

Infectious Diseases Maintenance £ 7 300 
Allowances: ' 

Blind Welfare Allowances: £ 4' 3 0 0 

Total: £ 1 6 8' 6 0 0 
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Payment of the Disabled Persons' Maintenance 

Allowances and Infectious Diseases Maintenance 

Allowances was mandatory and the Board's approval 

was requested to the payment of the increased 

Blind Welfare Allowances. It was proposed by 

Councillor P. J. Morley, seconded by 

Councillor J. Mulrooney, and resolved:-

"that we hereby approve of the recommended 

increases in Blind Welfare Allowances from 

1st July, 1974, and consent to the additional 

expenditure required to meet the cost of increased 

Disabled Persons' Maintenance Allowances, 

Infectious Diseases Maintenance Allowances, and 

Blind Welfare Allowances from the same date. 

It was agreed that meeting arranged for Clifden 

on 15th August, 1974, would commence at 11.30 a.m. 

Chief Executive Officer will notify the members 

of the venue. 

Chief Executive Officer reported as follows:-

(1) "Choice of Doctor" & "Choice of Pharmacist" 

Schemes:" 

Latest returns from the General Medical Services 

(Payments) Board give the fo l lowing par t i cu la rs 

i n respect of the Board's area: -

YeQr Ended 30 /9 / ' 73 

Vty'n to 2 8 / 2 / ' 7 4 

W h 1974 
lA<>/'73 to 31/3/ '74 

Doctors 
Pharmacists Total 

(Cost of Drugs & Dispensing) 

£ 

547,684 

281,683 

70,259 

351,942 

£ 

950,232 

544,144 

133,451 

677,595 

£ 
1,497,916 

825,827 

203,710 

1,029,537 

n-
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(b) V is i t ing Rates: 

Western Area Whole Country 

To ta l Surgery Domici l iary Total Surgery Domic i l iary 

Year Ended 30 /9 / ' 73 4.9 4.0 0.9 5.5 4.3 1.2 

l/l0/'73 to 3 l / l / ' 7 4 5.08 4.14 0.94 5.72 4.39 1.33 

March 1974 5.90 4.59 1.31 6.46 4.75 1.71 

l/l0/'73 to 3 l / 3 / ' 7 4 5.23 4.22 1.01 5.74 4.37 1.37 

The pos i t ion wi th regard to vacant posts f o r 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g doctors under the Scheme in the Board's 

area was as f o l l ows : -

C0. MAYO: 

\ 
Ballindine: 

Interviews for temporary vacancy held on the 5th 

June, 1974. A candidate was recommended for 

appointment and took up duty on 1st July, 1974. 

As a result of a review of the ratios of Doctors to 

population throughout the Board's area, the following 

vacancies have been created:-

C0. GALWAY: 

)) Corrandulla and Rosmuc. 

CO. MAYO: 

Ballindine (2) and Bangor-Erris. 

CO. ROSCOMMON: 

Ballaghaderreen. 

The vacancies -ere advertised an the 9th Jane, 1974. 

with clasina date the 3rd Jaly, 1974. Applicatian. 

have been received and interviews . i l l be held an 

the 17th July, 1974. 

On the prapasal cf Mr. J . P. O'Dcnnell, .ecanded 

b y Dr. P. 0. Paver, i t was decided that the General 

Medical Services (Parents) Baard shaald be revested 
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to give separate particulars of ingredient cost 

and fees to pharmacists under the heading 

"Payment to Pharmacists" in their Monthly Reports. 

(2) Building Programme: 

(a) WELFARE HOMES: 

(i) Westport: 

The McBride Home, Westport, was opened for 

the reception of patients on July 8, 1974. 

(ii) Claremorris; 

The D'Alton Home, Claremorris, will open for 

the reception of patients at the end of August. 

(iii) Belmullet: 

Work proceeding with a view to completion in 

October 1974. 

(iv) Newcastle, Galway: 

Sanction to acceptance of tender received from 

Department of Health in letter of July 5, 1974. 

(v) Castlerea: 

Transfer of s i t e from Roscommon County Council 

being arranged. 

( v i ) Strokestown: 

Sui table s i t e has now been acquired. 

(b) PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS: 

( i ) St . B r ig id ' s Hospital - S t . Enda's Un i t : 

F i n a l documentation being prepared wi th a view to 

adver t is ing project fo r tenders w i th in the next 

two months. 

( i i ) St . Pa t r i ck ' s Hospital - I n d u s t r i a l Therapy 

Uni t : 

Work on the erect ion of the Unit i s about to conmence. 
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( U i ) St' Gary's Hospital - Wat.Pr Storage Tower: 

Contractor has moved on to site. 

Chief Executive Officer expressed his appreciation 

of the co-operation of Roscommon County Manager and 

his officials in obtaining sites for Welfare Homes 

at Castlerea and Strokestown. 

(3) Pensioners' Pocket Money: 

Chief Executive Officer stated that he did not 

at present intend to increase the allowance 

of £2 per week to pensioners in County and 

Welfare Homes, following the increase in 

Social Welfare Contributory and Non-Contributory 

Pensions, in July 1974. In a great many 

cases, these allowances were allowed to 

accumulate in the patients' private property 

accounts for the benefit of pensioners' relatives. 

Special consideration would be given to 

pensioners with financial commitments outside 

these institutions. 

(4) Hospital Beds in Welfare Homes: 

In reply to Councillor E. Carey, Chief Executive 

Officer stated that five beds would be 

available in the Welfare Home, Belmullet, for 

a "floating population." The residents 

would be attended by their family doctors and 

Public Health Nurse as required. 

(5) Laundry Services: 

New laundry equipment is being installed at 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, with all 

possible speed. Laundry services for 

Roscommon would eventually be provided in Castlerea, 

In the meantime, steps to ameliorate the position 

in Roscommon were being taken. 
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(6) E«N.T. Services. Co. Mnyo. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that when the 

Health Board took responsibility for services 

in its area, there was only one part-time 

E.N.T. Consultant employed. The position 

was so bad in Co. Mayo that no waiting list 

was kept. The part-time Consultant had now 

become wholetime and a second wholetime 

Consultant had been recruited. Regular 

E.N.T. clinics were held in Castlebar and 

Roscommon. 

( 7 ) Dental Services, Boyle: 

Chief Executive Officer stated that on the 

establishment of the Board, dental services 

in Co. Roscommon were at a low level. The 

Board had a big programme in hand for improving 

them, including the purchase of equipment as 

provided for in the Budget approved for the 

current accounting period. New equipment 

being installed in Boyle will be fitted with 

the minimum of delay. There was still a 

shortfall in dentists, of the eight (8 No.) 

posts recently advertised by the Local 

Appointments' Commission, on behalf of the Board 

only two (2 No.) would be filled. 

The Board and Chief Executive Officer, on behalf of 

the Staff and on his own behalf, extended their 

heartfelt sympathy to Professor J. D. Kennedy on the 

death of his step-mother and to Mr. P. C Bresnihan 

on the death of his brother. Their good wishes 

were extended to Mr. D. O'Rourke, former member of 

the Board, a patient in the Sacred Heart Home, for 
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a speedy recovery from his illn 
ess. 

If 

Chief Executive Officer conveyed a message from the 

former Chairman, Mr. T. King, expressing his good 

wishes to the Board and his thanks for their 

presentation to him following his retirement. 

Before the meeting concluded, the Chairman and 

Chief Executive Officer complimented Sister Christina, 

Matron, Sacred Heart Home, Roscommon, on the 

arrangements made for the meeting, and also 

Dr. D. Keenan, Medical Officer, the Matron and 

Staff on the excellent standards of patient care 

maintained in the hospital. 

The meeting then concluded. 

Signed: 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Western Health 

Board held on 15th August, 1974. 

Signed: 

Chairman. 


