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b6no sLAinre An lARtAm 
WESTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Telephone: Galway 7631 HEADQUARTERS, 
MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL, 

GALWAY. 

27th March, 1973. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Dear Member, 

1 desire to inform you that the next meeting of the Board will be held at 
the Sacred Heart Home, Castlebar, at 4.00 p.m. on Monday, 2nd April, 1973, to 
consider Agenda as set out hereunder. 

The Members will assemble there at 2.30 p.m. to visit the Home prior to 
the Meeting. 

You are hereby requested to attend. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. Hahhan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

A G E N D A . 

Opening Prayer. 

Verification of Minutes of Meeting of 5th March, 1973. (Copy herewith). 

Health Services Grant 1973/74. 

Blind Welfare Allowances - Proposed Increases. 

Local Committees - Tenure of Office of Members appointed by Health Board. 

Social Security for Migrant Workers etc., in the E.E.C. 

for period from 1st April, 
1973: 

Ive-year 

development plan for County Hospital, Castlebar fro. 

the 1st April, 1973, copy of which had been circulated 

to each Member, and replied to a number of queries 



b6no slAinx:e An lARtAm 
WESTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Telephone: Galway 7631 HEADQUARTERS, 
MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL, 

GALWAY. 

7. Review of Deeming Arrangements with Por t iuncu la H o s p i t a l , B a l l i n a s l o e . 

8. Appointment of Board Member to ac t as Chairman of E th ica l Committee a t Galway 

Regional H o s p i t a l . 

9. Reports from Meetings of Standing Committees - Copies of Minutes herewith . 

10. Chief Execu t ive O f f i c e r ' s P rogress Report , 

(1) "Choice of Doctor" &"Choice of Pharmacis t" Schemes. 

(2) County H o s p i t a l , Roscommon - Medical S t a f f i ng . 

* * * * * * * * * * 

f£L_period from 1st 
1973. 

Api 

development plan for County Hospital, Cestlebar froa 

the let April, 1973, copy of which had been circulated 

to each Meaber, and replied to a nuaber of queries 



BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR. 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Western Health Board held at 3.00 p.m. on Monday, 

5th March, 1973, at Regional Hospital, Galway. 

Present: 

Other Members: 

Apologies: 

In Attendance: 

Councillor T. King, Chairman who presided. 

Messrs P.C. Bresnihan, E. Carey, Miss D. Casey, 
Messrs P. Concannon, Mrs. M. Croffy, 
Messrs. J. Cullen, M.J. Dyar, M.J. Egan, P. Flynn, 
L. Hanniffy, E. Haverty, P.D. Joyce, J.R. Lenehan, 
M.J. Mylotte, M.J. McLoughlin, T.S. O'Baoill, 
J.P. O'Callaghan, J.P. O'Donnell, D. O'Rourke, 
P.D. Power, M. Ryan, and J.J. Tobin. 

Messrs J. Costello, P. O'Cathain, and Professor 
J.D. Kennedy. 

Messrs E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer, 
T.P. Keyes, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care, 
D. O'Shea, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care, 
P. McDaid, Programme Manager, Community Care, 
J. Moran, Finance Officer, K. Hickey, Personnel 
Officer, P. O'Meara, Planning and Evaluation Officer, 
Dr. N. O'Beirn, R.M.S., Regional Hospital, Galway, 
Professor E. O'Dwyer, Consultant Obstetrician/ 
Gynaecologist, Regional Hospital, Galway, 
Messrs J. O'Reilly, and J. Fitzmaurice, Staff Officers 
and Mr. J. O'Leary, Secretary. 

Opening Prayer: 

Minutes: 

The opening prayer was recited in Irish by the 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 5th February, 1973, 

copies of which had been circulated, were adopted on 

the proposal of Councillor E. Carey, seconded by 

Dr. M.J. McLoughlin, and then signed by the Chairman. 

Overdraft Accommodation 
Quarter ending 30th June, 
1973: 

County Hospital, Castlebar 
Five-year development plan 
for period from 1st April, 
1973? 

It was proposed by Mr. P.C. Bresnihan, seconded by 

Mr. M.J. Egan, and resolved: 

"That we hereby authorise the raising of overdraft 

accommodation in the sum of one million pounds 

(£1,000,000) for the period ending 30th June, 1973, 

pursuant to Section 33 of the Health Act, 1970". 

Chief Executive Officer elaborated on his report 

dated 1st March, 1973 setting out a five-year 

development plan for County Hospital, Castlebar from 

the 1st April, 1973, copy of which had been circulated 

to each Member, and replied to a number of queries 
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arising from the report, re-stated that he would 

examine the suggestion from Dr. M.J. Mylotte, that 

accommodation should be provided for six married and 

two single junior medical staff Instead of for the 

proposed six single and two married, and also a 

proposal from Councillor P. Flynn that dining room 

accommodation should be further extended to provide 

a nurses sitting room. The report was adopted on the 

proposal of Councillor P. Flynn, seconded by 

Councillor E. Carey. 

who 
Chief Executive OfficerAstated that the major task 

of preparation of the development plan was carried 

out by Mr. T.P. Keyes, Programme Manager, 

Mr. P. O'Meara, Planning and Evaluation Officer, and 

the hospital Staff, was complimented on the manner in 

which the report was produced. 

Chief Executive Officer referred to his report dated 

27th February, 1973, previously circulated to each 

Member and stated he would be pleased to answer 

questions arising thereon. Professor E. O'Dwyer, 

Consultant Obstetrician/Gynaecologist Regional 

Hospital, Galway was present, and would supply any 

additional information required. 

In reply to points raised by Members, the Chief 

Executive Officer stated that the whole-time 

Consultants employed at Galway Regional Hospital, were 

not allowed to practise on a routine basis in private 

hospitals,except in consultation in an emergency. 

He could not accept the suggestion that the fact that 

this condition did not apply when the Sisters of the 

Little Company of Mary established Calvary Hospital 

could be construed as a breach of faith with the 

Sisters. Calvary Hospital did not have Voluntary 

/3 



Hospital status, and to achieve this would involve 

them in considerable extra costs in staffing, etc., 

particularly Junior Resident Medical Staff, - none 

were employed at present, In Dublin the majority 

of the hospitals were Voluntary Hospitals i.e. not in 

ownership of the Eastern Health Board, and he knew 

of no case where a whole-time Health Board 

Consultant was allowed to practise in a private 

hospital on a routine basis. If the Minister for 

Health negotiated a change in the conditions of 

employment for Consultants on a national basis, he 

would be prepared to implement it. 

Dr. M.J. Dyar proposed that a Sub-Committee be set 

up by the Board to examine and report on the future 

of Calvary Hospital. 

Professor E. O'Dwyer then spoke at the invitation of the 

Chief Executive Officer, and stated that in his opinion, 

the Maternity Department of Calvary Hospital could 

not be discussed in isolation from the other Departments] 

of the hospital. From his discussions with the Sisters 

he was aware that they were gravely concerned about the 

future of the whole hospital, and he supported the 

proposal to set up a Sub-Committee of the Board to 

look into the whole situation. The Maternity 

Department could possibly be preserved as a G.P. Unit 

relying on its own Consultants, i.e. those on the staff 

of Calvary, 2 No., and backed up by the flying squad 

from the Regional Hospital, Galway. Such a unit 

would need its own resident medical staff, and would 

have full support of the Regional Hospital Consultants 

without extra remuneration. 

Professor O'Dwyer added that his experience as a 

governor of the National Maternity Hospital, Dublin did 

not bear out the contention that the efficiency and 
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effectiveness of the consultants would suffer if they 

were allowed to give their services in more than one 

hospital. The organised medical profession was 

opposed to wholetime appointments which had a 

limiting effect and was bad for the morale of the 

appointees. On the proposal of Dr. M.J. Dyar, 

seconded by Councillor P.D. Joyce the following 

members were appointed to the sub-committee to examine 

and report on the future of the Maternity Unit, 

Calvary Hospital, Galway, -

Dr. M.J. Dyar, 

Dr. M.J. Mylotte, 

Mr. M.J. Egan, 

Dr. M.J. McLoughlin, B.D.S., 

Dr. J.J. Tobin, and Councillor M. Ryan. 

On the proposal of Councillor E. Carey, seconded by 

Dr. M.J. McLoughlin, it was resolved:-

"That as recommended by the Chief Executive Officer 

in his report of 27th February, 1973, we support 

the request of the authorities of Calvary Hospital for 

an increase in the authorised capitation rates for all 

eligible patients from this Health Board area availing 

of in-patient services in the hospital". 

Chief Executive Officer recommended that a special 

meeting to review progress during the past year, 

provisionally arranged for 9th March, 1973 should 

be deferred, as the Minister for Health had not yet 

sanctioned the budget for 1973/74 adopted by the Board 

at meeting of 6th November, 1972, and this was agreed. 

Chief Executive Officer recommended that as heretofore 

agreed the Board should hold their meetings at 

different centres throughout the area during the 

period from Late Spring to early Autumn as follows:-

S 
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Monday, 2nd April, 1973, Sacred Heart Home, Castlebar. 

Monday, 7th May, 1973, - Sacred Heart Home, Roscommon. 

Tuesday, 5th June, 1973, - St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe. 

Monday , 2nd July, 1973, - District Hospital, Ballina. 

Monday , 3rd September, 1973,-- St. Brendan's Home, Loughrea. 

Mdnday , 1st October, 1973, - District Hospital, Boyle. 

A proposal of Councillor E. Haverty, seconded by Councillor 

M. Ryan, that a meeting of the Board be held during the month 

of August, 1973 was put to a vote which resulted as follows:-

For the motion: 

Councillors P. Concannon, Mrs. M. Croffy, J. Cullen, 

E. Haverty, Mr. T. O'Baoill, Councillors J.P. O'Callaghan, 

D. O'Rourke, M. Ryan. Total = 8 Votes. 

Appointment of nominee 
to attend and vote at 
General Meetings of 
Irish Public Bodies 
Mutual Insurances Ltd. 

Abstract of Accounts 
financial year ended 
_31st March, 1972. 

Reports from Standing 
Committees: 

Against the motion: 

Mr. P.C. Bresnihan, Councillor E. Carey, Miss D. Casey, 

Dr. M.J. Dyar, Mr. M.J. Egan, Councillor P. Flynn, 

Dr. L. Hanniffy, Councillors T. King, J.R. Lenehan, 

Dr. M.J. McLoughlin, Dr. M.J. Mylotte, Mr. J.P. O'Donnell, 

Dr. P.D. Power, Dr. J.J. Tobin. Total = 14 Votes. 

The motion was accordingly declared lost. The Chief 

Executive Officer's recommendation as to meetings was then 

adopted. 

It was proposed by Mr. T. O'Baoill, seconded by Councillor 

M. Ryan, and resolved:-

•That we hereby appoint Councillor Edward Haverty as our 

nominee to attend and vote at General Meetings of Irish 

Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd". 

Abstracts from the Accounts of the Board for the year ended 

31st March, 1972, dated 2nd March, 1973 prepared by the 

Finance Officer were circulated to each Member of the Board 

and noted. 

Chief Executive Officer reported that each of the three 

Standing Committees of the Board had »et since the last 
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Progress Report by 
Chief Executive Officer: 

meeting as follows:-

General Hospital Committee, Friday 9th February, 1973, at 

District Hospital, Ballina. 

Special Hospital Committee, Friday 23rd February, 1973 at 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe. 

Community Care Committee, Monday 26th February, 1973, at 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital. 

The minutes of these meetings will be circulated in due 

course. 

Chief Executive Officer reported that:-

(1) General Medical Services - "Choice of Doctor" & 

"Choice'of Pharmacist" Schemes. 

The following was the position with regard to the 

number of persons covered by General Medical Service 

Cards on 31st January, 1973. 

alway 

ayo 

"Common 

o t a l 

0 . 9 . 1972 

Card H o l d e r s 

2 8 , 5 3 8 

2 5 , 7 6 3 

1 1 , 2 5 4 

6 5 , 5 5 5 

5 7 , 2 5 4 

P e r s o n s Covered 

57 ,264 

5 6 , 8 7 0 

22 ,020 

136 ,154 

114 ,534 

P o p u l a t i o n 

149 ,223 

109,525 

53 ,519 

312,267 

7<> Cover 

3 8 . 4 

51 .9 

4 1 . 3 

4 3 . 6 

ed 3 0 . 9 . 1 9 7 2 

( 3 0 . 8 ) 

( 4 3 . 5 ) 

( 3 7 . 1 ) 

( 3 6 . 8 ) 

Returns from the General Medical Services (Payment) Board 

for December, 1972 would indicate that expenditure on the 

scheme to date was within Budget allocation. The visiting 

rate at 4.1 was joint lowest of the eight Health Boards. 

The position with regard to vacant posts under the scheme 

in the Board's area was as follows:-

(a) County Galway 

Carna: 

A candidate had been recommended to fill this vacancy 

and would take up duty on 2nd May, 1973. 

II 
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Aran Islands: 

This vacancy would be advertised in the course of the 

following week. It was filled in a temporary 

capacity since the 1st November, 1972. 

Kilconnell: 

A vacancy will arise in this area when the Carna 

vacancy is filled. The vacancy has been advertised, 

the closing date for the receipt of applications being 

12th March, 1973. Four enquiries have been received 

in connection with this post. 

(b) County Mayo 

Knocknalower: 

A candidate called for interview on 16th February, 1972 

subsequently withdrew. The vacancy had been 

re-advertised, the closing date being 12th March, 1973. 

One enquiry had been received in connection with the 

post. 

(c) County Roscommon 

Ballyleague: 

Two applications had been received in response to 

advertisement. Interview of candidates is being 

arranged for a date prior to 16th March, 1973. 

Castlerea: 

Seven applications have been received for this vacancy, 

and interview of candidates is being arranged for a date 

f 

prior to 16th March, 1973. 

Welfare Homes Building Programme: 

(a) Westport: 

A letter of approval from the Department of Health to 

the acceptance of a tender for this building is 

expected during the current week. 

(b) Belmullet: 

This project has been cleared with the Department of 

Health and capital has been allocated. 

/• 



Carraroe and Newcastle, Galwav 

The Department of Health had indicated their approval 

to the purchase of sites for Welfare Homes at 

Carraroe, and Newcastle, Galway. 

Sacred Heart Home, Castlebar:-

Stations of the Cross and seats from old County Home 

Chapel: 

Following the demolition of the old County Home 

at Castlebar, Stations of the Cross and seats belonging 

to the Chapel are surplus to requirements. The Curate 

at Ballyconneely, Connemara had requested them for use 

in an old school house which is being converted as a 

mass centre, and if the Board approved, he proposed 

to dispose of them to the Curate at a nominal sum. 

This was agreed to unanimously. 

Higher Medical Training: 

At the request of the Royal College of Physicians of 

Ireland, he wished to draw the attention of the Board 

to the fact that the Joint Committee on Higher Medical 

Training had issued their first report. 

Amendment of Standing Orders: 

The following motion of which had been duly given was 

proposed by Dr. L. Hanniffy, and seconded by Mr. T. 

O'Baoill: 

"That Standing Orders be changed to allow future ordinary 

meetings of the Western Health Board to be held at 11.00 

a.m." 

On the proposal of Councillor E. Carey, seconded by 

Councillor J.R. Lenehan the notion was put to a vote 

which resulted as follows: 

For the motion:-

Councillor P. Concannon, Councillor J. Cullen, 

Mr. M.J. Egan, Dr. L. Hanniffy, Councillor E. Haverty, 

Councillors T. O'Baoill, J.P. O'Callaghan, D. O'Rourke, 
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Dr. J.J. Tobin. 

Total - 9 Votes. 

Against the motion: 

Mr. P.C. Bresnihan, Councillor E. Carey, Miss D. Casey, 

Councillor Mrs. M. Croffy, Dr. M.J. Dyar, Councillor P. 

Flynn, Councillors T. King, J.R. Lenehan, 

Dr. M.J. McLoughlin, Dr. M.J. Mylottee, Mr. J.P. O'Donnell 

Dr. P.D. Power, Councillor M. Ryan. 

Total = 13 Votes. 

The motion was accordingly declared lost. 

Cork Dental Hospital: 

The following motion, notice of which had been duly 

given, was proposed by Dr. M.J. McLoughlin seconded by 

Dr. M.J. Mylotte and adopted unanimously: 

"That this Health Board ask the Government to proceed 

immediately with the continuation as planned of the new 

Dental Hospital in Cork". 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 

Signed /%fff**'U^0 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer 

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Western Health 

Board held on Monday, 2nd April, 1973. 

Signed ;
ua*ey I fa ^ jfc^ 

Chairman. 



D SLAINTE AN IARTHA 

WEgTEBN HEALTH BOARD 

E.E.C. Regulations - Health Services for Migrant Workers 

Temporary Visitors and Certain Others. 

The Treaty of Rome, by which this country is now bound as a result of 

membership of the European Economic Communities, provides for freedom of 

movement of workers,, Such freedom also carries with it entitlement to 

the social security benefits, including health services, of the host 

country„ 

E.E.C. regulations governing these arrangements have been adopted to take 

effect from 1st April, 1973 and are legally binding on the member states. 

The principal ways in which the health services are affected are surmnarised 

in this document. 

The regulations apply only to people, and in general their dependants, 

who are insured for social security purposes or who have pensions from a 

state's social security system; they do not apply to self-employed or 

non-employed persons who are not so insured. The main categories affected 

are as follows;-

(a) tourists and other travellers; 

(b) pensioners; 

(c) dependent families, where a person is working in a country and the 

family is resident in another; 

(d) detached workers, normally working in one country but temporarily 

assigned to work in another. 

Where services are provided by a state for a person in any of the categories 

listed there is provision for recoupment of the actual cost by the state 

under whose social security system the person is insured. There is however 

scope for lump-sura arrangements to be worked out between individual states 

and the process of making such arrangements is being pursued by this country a 

present. As an aid to this it will be necessary to keep records of services 

provided by the different health boards. 

The Department of Health is advertising details of the arrangements so far 

as they affect people from this country. Those intending to go .to a country 

other than the United Kingdom will obtain from their health boards a form 

which will entitled them to the appropriate services in that country. 

No similar formality will be necessary in the case of the U.K. but the 



insured worker on a temporary visit may be required to identify himself 

as being employed and insured in this country. 

Those entitled ixojL_E.Ii.C. countries other than the U.K. will similarly 

require the official form issued by those countries as evidence of entitlement, 

while people from the U.K. will merely be required to identify themselves 

by reference to their basis of entitlement - for example, a U.K. pension 

book. 

The Health Board's obligation under the Regulations is to provide the full 

range of health services, including general practitioner care, to persons 

claiming benefit, and it should be clarified that this country's provisions 

in relation to entitlement will be superseded by the requirements of the 

Regulations. 

Hospitals arc being informed of the provision of the Regulations, as are 

general practitioners participating in the general medical service. 

Signed: 
P. McDaid. 
Programme Manager, 
Community Care. 

26th March,'1973< 

PMcD/BBo 


