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BORD SLA1NTE AN 1ARTHAIR 

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Board held on Monday, 6th December, 

1971, at 4.00 p.m. in St. Brendan's Home, Loughrea. 

Present: 

Other Members: 

In Attendance: 

Apologies: 

Opening Prayer: 

Minutes: 

Senator M. D. Lyons, Vice-Chairman - who presided. 

Messrs. P. C. Bresnihan, J. G. Browne, Miss M. P. Byrne, 
Messrs. T. R. Cahill, E. Carey, P. Concannon, 
Mrs. M. Croffy, Messrs. J. Cullen, M. IS. Dyar, 
M. J. Egan, P. Flynn, B. J. Forde, E. Haverty, 
P. Joyce, J. D. Kennedy, J. Mannion, P. J. Morley, 
M. Mylotte, T„ 0 Baoill, J. P. O'Donnell, D. O'Rourke, 
P. D. Power, M. Ryan, J. R. Shea, and H. M. Weir, 

Messrs. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer, 
J. Moran, Finance Officer, K. Hickey, Personnel Officer, 
P. Stack, Secretary, St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, 
P. O'Meara, Secretary, St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar, 
Sister Margaret Mary, Matron, St. Brendan's Home, 
Loughrea, Miss A. Breathnach, Messrs. J. O'Reilly 
and J. Fitzmaurice, Staff Officers, and J. O'Leary, 
Secretary. 

Senator M. D. Lyons, presiding Chairman, having 

informed the meeting of the absence of Councillor T. King, 

Chairman, due to illness, proposed that a message 

conveying the Board's good wishes for a speedy 

recovery be sent to Mr. King. This was seconded by 

Councillor Carey and passed unanimously. The 

Chief Executive Officer associated himself with the 

proposal on behalf of the Staff and his own behalf. 

Apology for inability to attend was also received from 

Mr. P. 0 Cathain. 

The opening prayer was recited in Irish by the 

Chief Executive Officer. 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Board held on 2nd 

November, 1971, copies of which had been circulated, 

were adopted on the proposal of Councillor B. J. Forde, 

seconded by Councillor J. Cullen and then signed 

by the presiding Chairman. 

p.t.o. 
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Additional 
Overdraft 
Ac c ommoda t ion -
Quarter Ending 
31st December, 

1971: 

Overdraft 
Accommodat ion -
Quarter Ending 
31st March, 

1972: 

Payment of 
Health Grant 
Monthly: 

Sacred Heart 
Home,Ro s common -
Improvements 
Scheme - Stage 1. 
Loan £30,000 
(Supplementary): 

Stage II -
Loan £45,OOOii 
Convent, etc.: 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Flynn, seconded by 

Mr. M. J. Egan, and resolved:-

"That we hereby authorise the raising of additional 

overdraft accommodat ion in the sum of Five Hundred 

Thousand Pounds (£500,000), for the period ending 

31st December, 1971." 

It was prdposed by Councillor P. Flynn seconded by 

Mr. M. J. Egan and resolved:-

"That we hereby authorise the raising of overdraft 

accommodation in the sum of One Million, Five Hundred 

Thousand Pounds, (£1,500,000) for the period ending 

31st March, 1972." 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Flynn, seconded by 

Councillor E. Carey and resolved:-

"That we hereby request the Ministers for Health and 

Finance to arrange payment of Health Grant to the 

Board in monthly instalments to avoid excessive 

reliance on overdraft accommodation." 

It was proposed by Councillor B. J. Forde, seconded by 

Councillor J. Cullen and resolved:-

"That we hereby approve of the raising of a supplementary 

loan of Thirty Thousand Pounds (£30,000) for completion 

of Stage 1, Improvements Scheme, Sacred Heart Home, 

Roscommon." 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Flynn, seconded by 

Councillor D. O'Rourke and resolved:-

"That we hereby approve of the raising of a loan of 

Forty Five Thousand Pounds (£45,000) to meet the cost 

of new Convent at Sacred Heart Home, Roscommon." 

p.t.o. 
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Councillor E. Flynn stated that:-

(1) He would oppose any supplementary estimate in 

relation to work being carried out on the 

Admission and Treatment Unit at St. Mary's 

Hospital, Castlebar. 

(2) Much of the work was not justified. 

(3) It constituted a minor scandal and was 

undertaken from dishonourable motives. 

(4) All sewage pipes were unearthed to reveal 

nothing wrong. 4" pipes were replaced 

with 6" pipes although 4" were satisfactory. 

(5) Every floor was stripped and every door 

removed. 

Chief Executive Officer denied emphatically that 

any work was undertaken for reasons less than 

honourable or that there was any squandering of 

public money. Money had been provided for 

this work in the Estimates adopted by Mayo 

County Council on 20th March, 1971, but he could 

not say if this would be exceeded. He was 

advised that the work was being carried out in a 

competent manner and was necessary. 

After further discussion, the Chief 

Executive Officer undertook to submit a special 

report on the need for the remedial work now being 

carried out by Mayo County Council on an Agency 

basis for the Board, when this was proposed 

by Councillor E. Concannon and seconded by 

Councillor E. Carey, having regard to the seriousness 

of the allegations made by Councillor E. Flynn 

and to the fact that the matter had been raised 

by him without notice. 

p.t.o. 
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Re-organisation 
of General 
MEdical Services 
- Choice of 
Doctor & Choice 
of Pharmacist 

Schemes: 

Chief Executive Officer, having outlined the salient 

features of the manner in which the re-organised 

General Medical Services will operate from the 1st April, 

1972, in the Eastern Health Board area, and from 

1st October, 1972, in the other Health Board areas, 

as described in Department of Health Memorandum circulated 

to each Board Member on 30th November, 1971, and 

involving choice of doctor and choice of retail 

pharmacist, the following motion proposed by 

Councillor M. Croffy, seconded by Councillor T. 0 Baoill 

was adopted unanimously:-

"That the extra cost of implementing the re-organised 

General Medical Services i.e. choice of doctor and 

choice of pharmacist, be met in full from Central Funds." 

Establishment 
of Comhairle 
na n-Ospideal 
and Regional 
Hospital 
Boards: Health 
Act 1970: 
Section 41: 

Department of Health Circular letter A.155/30 dated 

25th November, 1971, requesting the views of the Board 

on proposed regulations establishing Comhairle na 

n-Ospideal and Regional Hospital Boards based at Dublin, 

Cork and Galway, copies of which had been circulated to 

each Board Member on 30th November, 1971, was considered. 

Chief Executive Officer outlined the salient features 

of the proposals, referred to the Board's resolution 

passed at Meeting of 5th July, 1971, requesting the 

establishment of the Regional Hospital Boards, and 

stated, from further enquiries which he had made with 

officers of the Department of Health, that the cost of 

establishing these bodies would be a charge on Central 

Funds. Following a lengthy discussion, ETofessor 

J. D. Kennedy stated that he would submit a motion on the 

constitution of Comhairle na n-Ospideal for consideration 

at the next Board Meeting. 

p.t.o. 
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Chief Executive Officer reported that:-

<L) St. Anne's Welfare Home, Clifden: 

The first eight patients (8 No.) were admitted to 

St. Anne's Home, on 3rd December, 1971, five having 

been transferred from St. Brendan's Home, Loughrea. 

Capacity was 47 and this would be gradually built 

up over the next few months. 

(2) Welfare Home, Wastport: 

Architect and Quantity Surveyor were preparing 

estimate of cost for a building of conventional 

construction and system built type of structure 

for submission to Department of Health. If the 

former was as economic as the system built type 

he would press for sanction to erection of 

conventional type of structure. 

(3) Welfare Home, Belmullet: 

Mayo County Council had submitted plans for erection 

of offices and temporary Courthouse on this site 

which the Board had agreed to make available to 

the Council at meeting of 2nd November, 1971, and 

there was no objection to the proposal, and that 

part of the T.B. Hospital, now used for Engineers' 

Offices and Courthouse would be vacated by them in 

a few months. 

As an immediate step he was examining the possibility 

of admitting ten to twelve patients. The availability 

of the entire building could not be realised without 

providing other accommodation for the Dispensary 

and Dental Clinic. 

(4) Boyle District Hospital: 

Tenders for replacement of Boyle District Hospital 

had been invited with closing date on 3rd January, 1972. 

p.t.o. 
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(5) Gifts for Project at Loughrea: 

The Board was offered an endowment of £30,000 for 

a project for the aged in Loughrea by Mrs. N. Topping, 

who also sought a site on the grounds of 

St. Brendan's Home to erect a house for herself which 

would revert to the Board on her death. He 

recommended acceptance of the gifts on the conditions 

specified which would be supported by appropriate 

legal agreements, and documentation. When he had 

crystallised the project of the endowment fund, he 

would report further to the Board. 

Chief Executive Officer's recommendation was adopted 

on the proposal of Councillor M. Ryan seconded by 

Senator J. Mannion. 

(6) Other Gifts: 

A gift of five armchairs for District Hospital, 

Boyle, was promised by an anonymous donor, through 

Messrs. C. E. Callan 6. Co., Solicitors, Boyle, and 

gifts had also been received recently for Swinford 

District Hospital and County Hospital, Castlebar. 

(7) Long-Term Disabilities - Free Drugs, etc: 

In relation to the Board's recommendation that this 

Scheme should be extended to the subsidy of glutin 

free diet for persons suffering from Coeliac, the 

Department of Health, per letter of 19th November, 

1971 Ref. E.41/66, had indicated that this question 

would be considered when the Scheme was reviewed 

after a year's operation. 

The following resolution received from Mid-Western Health 

Board on 5th November, 1971, was adopted on the proposal 

of the Chairman (Senator M. D. Lyons) and seconded by 

Councillor P. Flynn:-

•That the Board should request the Minister for Social 

Welfare to initiate the amendment of existing legislation 

p.t.o. 
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so as to permit payment of Social Welfare Benefits to 

families of persons in prison and the Assistance of other 

Health Boards should be sought in.an effort to have the 

law amended." 

(1) Alteration of Time of Meeting; 

The following motion, notice of which had been duly 

given by Councillors E. Haverty, M. Croffy, 

T. 0 Baoill, E. J. Joyce, M. Ryan, E. Concannon, 

B. J. Forde, and D. O'Rourke was proposed by 

Councillor E. Haverty and seconded by Councillor 

B. J. Forde: 

"That Meetings of the Health Board be held not later 

than 2.30 p.m. and that Standing Orders be amended 

accordingly." 

Following discussion, the following amendment 

proposed by Councillor E. Haverty and seconded by 

Councillor B. J. Forde was put as a substantive motion:-

"That Meetings of the Health Board be held at 4.00 p.m. 

from April to September inclusive and at 2.00 p.m. 

from October to March inclusive, and that Standing 

Orders be amended accordingly.2 

A vote was taken which resulted as follows:-

For the amended motion: 

E. C. Bresnihan, J. G. Browne, M. E. Byrne, T. R. Cahill, 

P. Concannon, M. Croffy, J. Cullen, M. J. Dyar, 

M. J. Egan, B. J. Forde, E. Haverty, E. Joyce, 

J. D. Kennedy, M. D. Lyons, T. 0 Baoill, J. E. O'Donnell, 

D. O'Rourke, E. D. Eower, M. Ryan, J. R. Shea, and 

H. M. Weir. - Total: 21 votes. 

Against the amended motion: 

E. Carey, E. Flynn, J. Mannion, E. J. Morley, and 

M. Mylotte. - Total: 5 votes. 

ptt.o. 
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The presiding Chairman accordingly declared the 

amended motion carried. 

(2) Cental Services: 

The following motion, notice of which had been duly 

given by Councillor B. J. Forde, was considered:-

'That the Dental Services in the Region be organised 

so that definite times and dates can be arranged for 

the different areas in the Region, such times and 

dates to be published." 

Councillor Forde, having explained that his motion 

referred to Adult Dental Clinics in Roscommon, the 

Chief Executive Officer stated that of two posts of 

Dental Surgeon for County Roscommon, one was vacant 

and was advertised by the Local Appointments' 

Commission on 1st December, 1971. 

The temporary vacancy was also advertised but without 

success. The Board at Meeting held on 5th July, 1971, 

had consented to the creation of an office of Senior 

Dental Surgeon for County Roscommon and four 

additional offices of Dental Surgeon one of which 

would be assigned to County Roscommon. A sum would 

also be included in the Estimates for 1972/73 to improve 

the dental facilities at the County Clinic which 

were inadequate. Dr. H. M. Weir stated that when 

the dental staff decreased, adult clinics were 

reduced more than proportionately, due to necessity 

to concentrate on children. The revised times 

were published and where it was known that a clinic 

would not be held, persons given appointments were 

notified. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

p.t.o. 



Meeting to 
consider 
Board's 
Priorities: 

Visit to 
St. Brendan's 
Home, Loughrea: 

Christmas 
Greetings: 

Chief Executive Officer informed the meeting that he 

had arranged with the Chairman to call the Special 

Meeting to consider the Board's Priorities for 

2.00 p.m. on Thursday, 30th December, 1971. 

Senator M. D. Lyons, Presiding Chairman, conveyed the 

Board's thanks to Dr. M„ J. Dyar, Medical Officer, 

Sister Margaret Mary, Matron, and the staff of 

St. Brendan's Home for conducting the Members through 

the Home prior to the Meeting and complimented them 

on their work. Chief Executive Officer associated 

himself with the remarks drawing particular attention 

to the statistics supplied during the visit, which 

showed that one-hundred-and-seventy-seven (177) 

patients were discharged to their homes during the 

year ended 30th September, 1971. 

Sen Senator Lyons, Presiding Chairman, conveyed Christmas 

Greetings to Councillor T. King, Chairman, to the 

patients, all the Members, Chief Executive Officer, 

and Staff, and the Eress. 

Chief Executive Officer reciprocated on behalf of 

the Staff and his own behalf. 

This concluded the business of the Meeting. 

Certified Correct. 

Signed: ^ 
. • • I • . . 

0 Laoghaire, 
Secretary. 

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of the Western Health 

Board held on 3rd January, 1972. 

Signed 
Chairman. / O 


