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JgggJLAIjjTE AN IARTHAIR 

WESTERN HRAT.TH R n A D p 

p R E S S R E L E A S E 

At Special Meeting held today, the Western Health Board passed a 

resolution of sympathy with the families and relatives of the 

persons murdered by the British Army in Derry yesterday, and also 

sent a telegram of support to the Taoiseach and the Government in 

any firm action they might take in the present crisis. The 

Meeting adjourned for a time as a mark of respect. 

Signed: 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Date: 31st January, 1972. 

:o the iNationax council toi 

Educational Awards and stated that the honour was well 

deserved by Professor Kennedy, whose reputation as a Pathologist 

was worldwide. Chief Executive Officer on behalf of the 

Staff and on his own behalf joined in the tribute to 

Professor Kennedy. Professor Kennedy returned thanks 

in suitable terms. 

Minutes: Minutes of monthly meeting held on 6th March, 1972, 

were adopted on the proposal of Councillor E. Carey, 
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BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR. 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Board held at 4.00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, 4th April, 1972, at Regional Hospital, Galway. 

Present: Councillor T. King, Chairman who presided. 

Other Members: Miss Mary P. Byrne, Messrs. E. Carey, 
P. Concannon, Mrs. M. Croffy, Messrs. J. Cullen, 
M. J. Dyar, M. J. Egan, P. Flynn, E. Haverty, 
J. D. Kennedy, J. R. Lenehan, J. M. Mannion, 
P. J. Morley, M. Mylotte, T. O'Baoill, 
J. P. O'Donnell, D. O'Rourke, P. D. Powers 
M. rtyan, J. R. Shea and H. M. Weir. 

Apologies: Apologies.for inabi l i ty to attend were received from 

Senator M. D. Lyons, Vice-Chairman, Messrs. P. C. Bresnihan, 

and J . G. Browne, 

In attendance: 

Opening Prayer: 

Vote of 

Sympathy: 

Vote of 
Congratulations: 

Minutes: 

Messrs. £. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer, 

J. Moran, Finance Officer, Dr. N. O'Beirn, R.M.S., 

Regional Hospital, Galway, Mr. P. Stack, Secretary, 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, Miss A. Breathnach, 

Messrs. J. O'Reilly, and J. Fitzmaurice, Staff Officers, 

Mr. J. O'Leary, Secretary. 

The opening prayer was recited in Irish by the Chairman. 

On the proposal of Councillor T. King. Chairman, 

seconded by Deputy J. R. Lenehan, the sympathy 

of the Board was extended to Councillor E. Haverty, 

on the death of his mother. Chief Executive Officer 

associated himself with the motion on behalf of the Staff 

and his own behalfi. Councillor Haverty thanked the Board 

on behalf of his family and himself. 

Councillor T. King, Chairman, on behalf of the Board 

and his own behalf congratulated Professor J. D. Kennedy 

on his recent appointment to the National Council for 

Educational Awards and stated that the honour was well 

deserved by Professor Kennedy, whose reputation as a Pathologist 

was worldwide. Chief Executive Officer on behalf of the 

Staff and on his own behalf joined in the tribute to 

Professor Kennedy. Professor Kennedy returned thanks 

in suitable terms. 

Minutes of monthly meeting held on 6th March, 1972, 

were adopted on the proposal of Councillor E. Carey, 
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seconded by Councillor M. Ryan and then signed by the 

Chairman. 

Chairman t, 

Vice-Chairman; 

Continuation 

in office: 

Authorisation 

of Loan; 

New Home 

the Aged, 

Boyle, 

£170,000: 

for 

\ 

Authorisation 

of loan- New 

Psychiatric Unit, 

Regional Hospital, 

Galway - £85.000: 

Chief Executive Officer stated that, at their first 

meeting on 30th November, 1970, the Board had elected Councillor 

T. King, as Chairman and Senator M. D. Lyons as Vice-Chairman 

to the date of the first meeting of the Board held after the 

Local Elections in 1972. 

Pending legislation would postpone the Local Elections to 1973, 

or a later date, and would also provide for the continuation 

in office of members of Health Boards appointed by Local 

Authorities whose term of office was due to expire on 

30th June, 1972. 

It was proposed by Deputy J. R. Lenehan seconded by Dr. M.D. Dyar 

and resolved:-

"That the term of office of Councillor Thomas King as Chairman 

and of Senator M. D. Lyons as Vice-Chairman of the Board be 

extended to the first meeting of the Board held after the next 

Local Elections." 

On the recommendation of the Chief Executive Officer, the Board 

also agreed to the payment of the entertainment expense 

allowances to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman under Section 10 

of the Health Act, 1970, in the amount authorised from time 

to time by the Minister for Health, the aggregate sum to be 

devided in the proportions to be agreed between them. 

Chief Executive Officer informed the Board that the Minister 

for Health in letter dated 30th March, 1972, ref. H 25/5/3, 

had sanctioned the acceptance of tenders for the erection of 

a New Home for the Aged at Boyle and work would commence as 

soon as contract docmments and legal formalities were completed. 

A State grant would meet half the cost of loan repayments. 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Cullen, seconded by 

Councillor D. O'Rourke, and resolved:-

"That we hereby authorise the raising of a loan of One Hundred 

and Seventy Thousand Pounds (£170,000) to meet the cost of 

erection of a Home for the Aged at Boyle, Co. Roscommon." 

Chief Executive Officer informed the Board that half the 

estimated total capital cost of £170,000 for erection of the 

new 50 bed Psychiatric Unit at Regional Hospital, Galway, 

would be met by way of direct State grant so that loan 

accommodation was needed for only £85,000. 

It was proposed by Councillor M. Ryan, seconded by Dr. J. R. Shea, 

and resolved:-

"That we hereby authorise the raising of a loan of Eighty 

Five Thousand Pounds (£85,000) to meet the cost of erection 

of new 50 bed Psychiatric Unit at Regional Hospital, Galway." 
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Visiting 

Committees; 

»R 

Chief Executive Officer stated that at the request of 

Councillor P. D. Joyce, he had included this item on 

the Agenda, and referred to his memorandum dated 4th April, 1972, 

circulated to each Member at the meeting, giving his views 

on the matter. 

This matter had previously come under discussion at monthly 

Board meeting on 1st February, 1971, when it was decided to 

defer appointing Visiting Committees until the Board had 

visited all major hospitals in its area. The memorandum 

gave particulars of the hospitals visited and those still 

to be visited. 

In view of the fact that elections of members of professions to 

the Board were due to take place in June 1972, he felt that 

the appointment of Visiting Committees might be left in abeyance 

until the results of the elections were available and the members 

ship of the entire Board had visited all their institutions. 

On the proposal of Mr. T. O'Baoill, seconded by Mr. J. P.ODonnell 

it was decided to adopt the Chief Executive Officer's recommend

ation. 

After further discussion, it was also agreed to hold monthly 

Board meetings and visit institutions at the following 

venues on the dates indicated:-

St. Patrick's Hospital, Castlerea, - 1st May, 1972. 

Assembl/y: 2.30 p.m. Board Meeting: 4 p.m. 

District Hospital, Belmullet, - 6th June, 1972. 

Assembly: 2.30 p.m. Board Meeting: 4 p.m. 

District Hospital, Boyle, - 3rd July, 1972. 

Assembly: 2.30 p.m. Board Meeting: 4 p.m. 

District Hospital & St. Anne's Welfare Home, Clifden, 

- 17th August, 1972. 

Assembly: 12 00 Noon. 

District Hospital, Swinford, - 4th September, 1972, 

Assembly 2.30 p.m. Board Meeting 4. 00 p.m. 

Accommodation of Chief Executive Officer reported that he had visited the 

Welfare Patients, premises and discussed with the Architect the question of 

former T.B. Unit, providing accommodation for ambulant geriatric patients at 

Belmullet: the old T.B. Hospital at Belmullet. 

The Architect's recommendation provided for a three (3) stage 

development scheme ultimately providing accommodation for 

a total thirty-six (36) patients. 

Stage one which would provide accommodation for twelve (12) 

patients and could be implemented when Mayo County Council 

Engineering Department and the District Court vacated the 

premises, 
/4 
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The Mayo County Manager and County Engineer had promised 

their full co-operation in having the premises vacated 

within six months. 

Stage two would involve the removal of the Board's Dental 

Clinic to a new location and would accommodate a further 

twelve (12) patients. 

Stage three would involve a new extension to stage two, 

providing accommodation for a further twelve (12) patients. 

Councillor E. Carey suggested contacting the Department of 

Justice with a view to having the proposals submitted by 

Mayo County Council for alternative Courthouse premises 

cleared quickly. He also drew attention to the requirement 

that the accommodation should be reserved for persons coming 

from the Belmullet area. 

Chief Executive Officer's recommendations were approved on 

the proposal of Deputy J. R. Lenehan seconded by Councillor 

E. Carey. 

Application from Chief Executive Officer stated the Bciard's Dispensary Residence 

Western Care at Foxford was unoccupied for sometime and was not now required 

Association for for any doctor in that locality. 

Foxford Dispensary Following discussion with the Western Care Association and 

Residence to consultation with the County Medical Officer, Mayo and R.M.S. 

accommodate MentaUjySt. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar, he now recommended that the 

handicapped 

adolescents or 

young adults: 

Progress Report 

from Chief Executive 

Officer: (1) 

Western Care Association be granted a lease of the premises 

at a nominal rent for the purpose of accommodating five or six 

mentally handicapped adolescents or young adults. The 

Foxford premises was chosen because of the availability of 

employment at the local Wollen Mills. The concept aimed at 

was to provide the closest equivalent to normal family life, 

under House Parents. He also recommended the payment of a 

grant to the Association to meet part of the cost of puttinj 

the premises in a suitable state of repair. 

Following discussion, the Chief Executive Officer's proposal 

to grant a lease of the premises was approved on the proposal 

of Deputy J. R. Lenehan seconded by Councillor E. Carejry, 

and on the proposal of Mrs. M. Croffy, seconded by Mr. T. Q'BaaLU 

it was tagreed to make a grant not exceeding 50% of the cost? 

of repairs. 

In reply to enquiries from ai\ number of Members, Chief 

Executive Officer stated that he would report on other vacant 

dispensary residences after the Choice of Doctor Scheme came 

into operation on 1st October, 1972. 

Chief Executive Officer reported that:-

Choice of Doctor Scheme: 

Lists of doctors prepared to participate in the /5..., 
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scheme were being printed for circulation to Medical 

Card Holders. Details of Medical Card Holders were 

sent to the Pricing Bureau before the end of March, 1972. 

To provide a service in many parts of the Board's area, 

doctors would have to be appointed in a permanent capacity 

on a salary basis, and he would continue to press the Department 

of Health on this matter. 

Election of Members of Professions to Health Boards; 

As indicated at monthly meeting on 6th March, 1972, the 

latest date for inclusion in the Electoral Rolls was 5.00 p.m. 

on Friday, 14th April, 1972, when nominations would be received 

up to 1.00 p.m. on Friday, 12th May, 1972. Voting would 

close at 5.00 p.m. on Monday, 12th June, 1972, and the 

results of the election would be available for the July 

meeting. 

E.N.T. Services: 

Since the last meeting, the Minister for Health had 

sanctioned the creation of one additional wholetime office 

of E.N.T. Surgeon under the Board, and also agreed to making 

the existing part-time post, wholetime. 

Welfare Homes: CD Westport; (2) Claremorris: 

Target date for invitation of tenders for this project 

was 16th June, 1972, and building work should commence in 

Autumn 1972. 

It was agreed that the planning of the next Welfare Home 

for County Mayo should be Claremorris, to proceed as soon as 

the Westport Home had gone to tender. 

Industrial Therapy Unit© Sanitary Annexes Improvement Scheme -

Stage 2 - St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe: 

Work on these projects commenced in January, 1972, and was 

proceeding. 

This concluded the business of the Meeting. 

Signed: 

S. O'Laoghaire. 
Secretary. 

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of the Western Health Board 

held on May 1st, 1972. 

Signed: "T̂ tcg-p tjcu^-Q, **<=^ 

Chairman. 



BORD SLAINTE AN 1ARTHA1R 

4th April, 1972. 

To: Each Member of the Board. 

Re: Visiting Committees - Item 5, Agenda 
Board Meeting, Today. 

Consideration has been given by the Board previously to the 

establishment of Visiting Committees when it had before it for guidance, 

my reports dated 26th January and 1st February, 1971, and the decision was 

taken to defer the matter until all the Board's major hospitals were visited. 

To date the following hospitals have been visited on the same date as the 

relevant monthly Board Meetings:-

St. Mary's (Psychiatric) Hospital, Castlebar; 

County Hospital, Castlebar; 

County Hospital, Roscommon; 

Sacred Heart Home, Roscommon; 

Regional Hospital, Galway; 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe; 

St. Joseph's District Hospital, Ballina; 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, Galway; 

Sacred Heart Home, Castlebar; 

St. Brendan's Home, Loughrea; 

1st March, 1971. 

1st March, 1971. 

5th April, 1971. 

5th April, 1971. 

3rd May, 1971. 

8th June, 1971. 

5th July, 1971. 

3rd August, 1971. 

2nd November, 1971 

6th December, 1971 

The following are still to be visited:-

St. Patrick's Hospital, (Psychiatric), Castlerea; 

District Hospitals: Belmullet, 

Boyle, 

CI ifden, 

Swinford and also Fever Hospital, 

Welfare Home: St. Ann's, Clifden. (First patients 
admitted in Dec. 1971; 
to be declared open 
officially yet). 
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While the total membership of the Board is 29 Members, I would 

suggest the establishment of a Visiting Committee of eighteen members, to be 

divided into two groups of nine, one such group to be assigned the duty of 

visiting the long-stay institutions, i.e. Psychiatric and Geriatric, while 

the other could visit the acute and other hospitals run by the Board, the 

visits to the larger institutions to be on a quarterly basis, and the 

others twice yearly. 

Those Visiting Committees would assist the Board in keeping itself 

informed of the situation and would have three main functions:-

(1) Keep Board Members in close touch with conditions and 

problems in the major institutions. 

(2) Demonstrate to patients and staff the concern of members for 

standards of service and conditions of work in institutions 

for which they are responsible. 

(3) Ensure that recommendations are made to the Boards on changes 

in quality and quantity of service, including action to 

improve physical facilities,' and follow-up on implementation 

and results. 

At this time, I would also draw attention to the fact that 

elections to membership of the Board for the professional members will take 

place in June 1972, and in the circumstance, I feel that the actual 

appointment of the Visiting Committees might be left in abeyance until the 

results of this election are available and the membership of the entire 

Board has visited all our institutions. 

Signed: ^Z/^€UA^^—&**>. 
£. Hannan, 

Chief Executive Officer. 
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Telephone 42961 

Seol oon jhreas^ra chun .— 
(Address any reply to :—) 

I I 
AN RUNAI 
(The Secretary) 

fi'n uimhir seo :— 
(quoting :—) 

bo, 

A Chara, 

***** 5SS, H T-I 

AN ROINN SLAINTE 
(Department of Health) 

TEACH AN CHUSTAIM 
(Custom House) 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH 1 
(Dublin 1.) 

£4 AibreYTn, 1972, 

I ara d i r e c t e d by the Minister for Health to r e f e r to your 
no l o t h Maxell regarding . le t ter ' s of "/th January, -_;rd Hebrunay . 

the es tabl ishment of Coahairlo na n-Osoideal and the Regional 
Hospital Boards and to say that the t e rns c--2 the r e s o l u t i o n 

[passes. by the Western Health Board in r e l a t i o n to an increase 
n the proposed inentborship of the Galv/ay Regional Hosyita" 

Boari t< ! 
net in favour of having boards 
necessary to r e f l e c t reasonably the in to rcs i 
i s ^ - t - ' ^ - p -
r 

o ted, in gene ra l , the H i n i s i e r i s 
"p ah an i s 
lveu and he 

•-•ership ah an io 
a J.:iv< 

boards the e f fec t i s l i v e l y to be a demand for a 
corresponding change in the eas te rn par t of the country which, 
if conceded, would b r iny the Dublin Regional Hosp i ta l Board 
up to the excess ive number of ho aoabers . 

Hlth regard to the numbers of cembsra of the Regional 
Hospital Hoard to be appointed by h e a l t h hea rdo , I a.a t c ira»v 
your a t t e n t i o n to Section a l ( 2 ) ( e ) of the Health Act, I'j'jQ .;hich 
speci f ier t h a t one-naif of the mer-jbers s h a l l be appointed by the 
health boa rds . The Minister i s not empoveered to vary t h i s 

-proport ion. 

On the ques t ion of the eost of e s t a b l i s h i n g and ri.Lnning the 
^proposed new t o d i e s , I a;.: tc say t h a t i t i s intended t h a t such 

e:cpe^ses a i l ] , not f a l l on the r a t e s but a i l ! be xet fror:: the 
• j y j . o i -Is 'A-est Hand or the gxeheyuer, 

L i - i - d 3 0 l i i » i u i .n reques t ing that not lesa than o n e - t h i r d oi 
ae consu l t an t s to be aopoin t^ i to membership sf Oohhairle na 

n-Oepidoal should be from the - e s t e r n Region i s no ted . I am J 

, a h i l e the Minis ter cannot enter in to any firm 
eeneious ef the^ n e c e s s i t y , in 

ing h i s s e l e c t i o n of consul tants for apaoi: 
r> "hi 

say %IJ. 

coar.iittment in the a 
making h i s s e l e c t i o n 

a ?<:?> 
• s i'ri.iv-cLiu in Cue aei 

f consul tants for appointment, of producing 
j on of the various i n t e r e s t s ahioh n a ' . to 

,'^nio .of t h i s tody . 
include health board-and Voltintary,hospitals 
teaching hospitals,' goosraphical 
speci-ities.* 

fheoe. interests 
iching and" ncn-

" • i -\ -

" V : : V L . . - - T 
vc Off icer , e eu 

Health Hoard, .££¥L* \CL9^fl<£iie2# 



b6no slAinr;e An IAR^AIR 

Telephone: Galway 4021 

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD 

HEADQUARTERS, 
MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL, 

GALWAY. 

(a) Choice of Doctor Scheme. 
(b) Election of Members of Professions to Health Board. 
(c) New Sacred Heart Home, Roscommon. 
(d) Accommodation of Welfare Patients in former T.B. Hospital.Belmullet. 
(e) Home Help Service. 

v*> juun sLuy amuibbion unit!" 

(b) Long stay accommodation: 

(c) Geriatric accommodation: 

~40 beds. 

240 beds. 

100 beds. 

/I. 



BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR 

ST. PATRICK'S PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL, CASTLEREA 

Hospital opened on 17th July, 1940, as an extension to St. Brigid's 

Psychiatric Hospital, Ballinasloe, but now operates as a clinically 

independent unit. 

For a period between 1948 - 1955, the hospital was used as a 

sanatorium in the fight to eradicate tuberculosis, the psychiatric 

patients having been transferred temporarily to psychiatric hospitals 

in Ballinasloe, Mullingar and elsewhere. 

Catchment area served is most of County Roscommon and a small part 

of County Galway, with a population of approximately 55,000. 

Presently there are 363 in-patients, divided as to 191 male 

and 172 female. The tendency has been for the numbers in this 

category to decline, with a marked increase in the number of out-patient 

attendances, on the following table plus:-
Out-Patients 

Av. Daily No. of Av. Daily Cost Nos. Attendances 
Patients 

Year ended: 
31st March, 1967: 410 £1.40 

8 : 436 £1.53 398 1,133 

9 : 416 £1-55 349 888 

7 0 : 431 £2.07 353 1,165 

7 1 : 396 £2.40 435 1,800 

72: 383 — 540 1,977 

Regular clinics are held in five contres giving a total of three clinics 

weekly.. . 

In addition there is an out-patient nursing service. 

Accommodation is arranged in three main functional areas:-

(a) Short stay admission Unit: 40 beds. 

(b) Long stay accommodation: 240 beds. 

(c) Geriatric accommodation: 100 beds. 

/2 
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iTyTCMTt—nil act*i#d to allow want d. 

and 

i.u*>. 

Gaoarat . lotw 

*are-Hcdtcal 

Nursing and a l l lad 

Catering and House) 

ance « 

as) 

•a) 

(Sessional basis) 

rical 

Total 

I 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

171 

28 

24 

Total 241 

Community AspectsJ I Association for Co. Roscommon was 

establ i Ln March 19 Committee meets monthly, and helps to 

organise social and recreational • for the patients, and assi 

with Rehabilitation. 

28/4/«72. 



b6RO slAirrce An lARtAm 
WESTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Telephone: Galway 4021 HEADQUARTERS, 
MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL, 

GALWAY. 

25th April, 1972. 

To: Each Member of the Board. 

k 
Dear Member, 

I desire to inform you that the next Meeting of the Board will be 
held at St. Patrick's Hospital, Castlerea, at 4.00 p.m. on Monday, 1st May, 1972, 
to consider Agenda as set out hereunder. 

The Members will assemble there at 2.30 p.m. to visit the Hospital prior 
to the Meeting. 

You are hereby requested to attend. 

A G E N O A 

Yours faithfully, 

^ iff yO&Z-tZwiLJZ. 

S. O'Laoghaire. 
Secretary. 

1. Opening Prayer. 

2. Verification of Minutes of Monthly Meeting of 4th April, 1972. 

(Copy herewith). 

3. Budget for year ending 31st March. 1973 - Final figures. 

4. Delegations to Programme Managers. 

5. Adoption Acts 1952 - 1964. 

6. Establishment of Comhairle na n-Ospuideal and Regional Hospital Boards. 
(Copy of letter from Department of Health Bef. A 155/30 of 21/4/*72 herewith), 

7. Business submitted by Chief Executive Officer: 

(1) Progress Report. /2.. 

•^/Sfcfe^vr* C*rJ 

E. Hannan (*~)L* • 
Chief Executive Officer. 



30th May, 1972, 

To: Each Member of the Board. 

Proposal for the creation of additional offices 
Agenda - Board Meeting 6th June, 1972. 

Dear Member, 

It is necessary to approve the creation of the following 
additional offices for the reasons set out below: -

Offices 1. Dermatologist. 
2. Physician (with a special interest in Neurology.) 

Location Galway Regional Hospital. 

Annual Remuneration £5,050 per annum plus the use of four private 
beds. 

Reasons for making appointments The development of Dermatology 
and Neurological medicine in this region was recommended in the 
report of the Consultative Council on the General Hospital Services. 
The majority of these types of cases are at present being referred 
to Dublin Hospitals. The post of Physician is associated with the 
post of Neuro-Surgeon approved by the Board on 3rd January, 1972. 
Both specialties would be part of the Regional Hospital complex 
associated with the Medical School of University College Galway. 

Cost in current year Nil, 

Yours sincerely, 

JfyfiC^J^-
E. HANNi 
Chief Executive Officer. 

--'2^/vk'w-»>-v f^rj 

E. Hannan (*~j*~' 
Chief Executive Officer. 


