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Editor:  Dr. Fiona Ryan, Consultant  in Public Health Medicine, 
Department of Public Health, Health Service Executive (HSE)  South (Cork & Kerry), 
Sarsfield House, Sarsfield Rd., Wilton, Cork. 
Telephone (021) 4927601 Facsimile (021) 4346063 www.hse.ie 

New Immunisation Schedule 

The new immunisation schedule for children born from 1st July 2008 and the pneumococcal  
vaccine catch up for children born between 2nd September 2006 and 30th June 2008 are now both 
underway. This is going to be a confusing time for both the health professionals and the parents, 
until everyone gets experience of the new schedule. It is further complicated by the fact that there 
will be a period of time when the two schedules, old and new, are both in operation. 
 
All practices should have received the health professionals’ information pack, which contains  
extensive information and samples of all available parent information leaflets. Any GP practice 
that requires an information pack or parent information leaflets should contact Cathy Falvey,  
Immunisation Co-ordinator, see contact details below. 
 
The National Immunisation Office has a very helpful website, www.immunisation.ie 
containing great information on the new schedule. A lot of the material in the health professional 
information pack is available for download. 
 
All the parent information leaflets produced for the new schedule have been translated into  
various languages, Irish, French, German, Arabic, Chinese, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian and 
Russian. These can be downloaded from the site and given to the parents. 

Contact Details for Further Information 

Contact Phone Number Issues Covered 

Immunisation Co-ordinator 
(Cathy Falvey) 

 022-31803 Vaccine supply and  
delivery. 
Information leaflets. 
Information packs. 

Local Immunisation Units 
North Lee 
South Lee 
North Cork 
West Cork 
Kerry 

 
021-4923851 
021-4923851 
022-44945 
028-40589 
066-7195682 

Immunisation records,  
returns and payments 
(except PCV catch up, see 
National Immunisation 
Office). 

Assistant Directors of Public 
Nursing for Immunisations 
North Lee—Jane Ward 
South Lee—Betty Burke 
North Cork—Margaret O’Regan 
West Cork—Rosemarie Perkins 
Kerry—Siobhan Gallagher 

  
 
021-4921757 
021-4923855 
022-44940 
028-40420 
066-7195677 

Individual Immunisation  
Queries. 
  

Community Medical Services North/South Lee–021-4965511 
North Cork – 022-30200 
West Cork—028-40400 
Kerry – 066-7184540 

Individual Immunisation  
Queries. 

Department of Public Health Cork—021-4927363 
             021-4927601 
Kerry—066-7184548 
 

Individual Immunisation  
Queries. 

National Immunisation Office 01-8676109 Returns and payments 
PCV catch up. 



New Immunisation Guidelines for Ireland, 2008 

The new immunisation guidelines for Ireland have been published and distributed. The guidelines are now in an A5 
booklet format and have been greatly expanded since the last edition in 2002. They contain extensive 
information on vaccines and vaccine preventable diseases and the current recommendations for vaccination policy in 
Ireland from the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). 
 
If you require a copy please contact Ms. Karen Doyle in the Royal College of Physicians on 01-8639738. 
The guidelines are also available for download at www.immunisation.ie 

Frequently Asked Questions:  New Schedule 
A book of frequently asked questions is contained in the health professional information pack. This contains many of 
the common questions you may have regarding the new vaccines. A number of other questions have arisen since this 
book was produced. We plan to cover these additional questions in the Immunisation Focus over the next few issues. 
The following are some of the questions that were raised at our information sessions for the new schedule. 
 
Q: Do children need to have post-vaccination serological testing after the Hepatitis B vaccine? 
A: No, children receiving routine childhood immunisation do not require testing. 
Routine post-vaccination testing for anti-HBs is only recommended for those who are at continuing risk of Hepatitis 
B virus exposure, e.g. health-care workers, patients on renal dialysis or sexual partners of HBsAg positive persons. 
This should be carried out 2 months after completion of the course of vaccine 
 
Q: If a child born before 1st July 2008 is late in starting their immunisations should they start on the old or 
new schedule? 
A: They should go on the old schedule. At present entry to the new schedule is based on the child’s date of birth, so 
any child born before 1st July 2008, even if late starting their immunisations, should go on the old schedule. 
 
Q: As there is no Hep B catch up campaign what should we say to parents who wish to have their children, 
born before 1st July 2008, vaccinated against Hepatitis B? 
A: These children should already be on the old schedule. In addition to the universal vaccination the National  
Immunisation Advisory Committee has recommended continuation of the targeted vaccination of those at risk.  
Children at risk include those with chronic renal failure, those attending centres for learning disability, immigrants 
from and children born to parents from high or intermediate prevalence areas, haemophiliacs and those receiving 
regular transfusions of blood or blood products. For full details of the targeted immunisation programme please see 
the Hepatitis B chapter of the Immunisation Guidelines for Ireland, 2008. 
 
Children in at risk group: For those in the risk groups Hepatitis B vaccine can be ordered through the vaccine cold 
chain. This needs to be pre-approved by the Immunisation Co-Ordinator, so please contact Cathy Falvey prior to  
order.  If the child has a medical card administration of the vaccine can be claimed from the PCRS on the STC form. 
If the child does not have a medical card a vaccination fee can be claimed under infectious diseases from the HSE by 
forwarding account to the Senior Medical Officer in the Local Health Office. 
 
Children not in at risk group: For those not in a risk group Hepatitis B vaccine can be obtained privately. 
 
Please note that paediatric Hep B vaccine should be used in children; the recommended schedule for this vaccine is 3 
doses— second dose given 1 month after first dose and third dose given 6 months after first dose. 

Flu Campaign 2008 

The flu vaccine will be delivered to immunisation sites in September, with a media campaign planned for October.  
The main change this year is the new recommendation from the NIAC that annual influenza immunisation is now 
recommended for those aged 50 years and older; it was previously recommended for those aged 65 years and over.  
Vaccine will be provided free to all aged 50 years and over. However, non GMS patients may be charged by the GP 
for administration. 
 
While immunisation is best given in September and October, prior to the usual influenza season, it can be given at 
any time over the winter and early spring. 


