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FOREWORD 
( 

, 
PROFESSOR P. N. MEENAN 

IT is a very great privilege-and one which 
is deeply appreciated - to be invited to 

write the Foreword to the 1971 Annual, the 
first to come from the new hospital. As I 
write, almost all that we have hoped for ana 
dreamed of for years past has hee~ r~a!i.~ed. 
Even more than that-the neW: hospital is 
here and the old one lives on. One of the most 
exciting things about an exciting few weeks 
in November 1970, was the way in which the 
new hospital clicked into gear and went mov
ing ahead. 

Those who remember the 1930's in Ireland 
and all over the world will appreciate the 
courage of those who could, even in those days 
of depression, foresee a new hospital. Those 
whose main memories are of the 1960's may 
not fully appreciate that it was only in the 
same decade a hUJ?dred years ago that Ireland 
began to recover from the effects of the Great 
Famine-when the new St. Vincent's of that 
time was the YC?.p,ngest of the Dublin hospitals. 
Now, thanks to~tbe foresight of the last genera
tion-helped by some happily stiJI with us-St. 
Vincent's is one of the major Irish hospitals. 
There is, therefore, a very great responsibility 
on all 9f us, not only in terms of St. Vincent's 
but in national terms. We have magnificent 
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buildings and equipment, and a spacious site 
near a modern University campus; all of these 
present us with opportunities which we must 
use to the full. We have been given much; we 
must give more. 

St. Vincent's was founded to care for the 
sick and this is the reason for its existence. 
We have a long tradition, dating back to our 
foundress, of combining charity with efficiency 
and science. By and large we have, over 
the years, preserved this balance and we must 
be particularly careful to cherish it in the years 
ahead, because while we maintain it we can be 
sure that we are keeping to our traditions. 

This Annual will find its way all over the 
world and to many who have not seen Elm 
Park. They must indeed be wondering what 
has become of the St. Vincent's they knew. As 
they read through these pages they will find 
themselves at home and find that the links ar€' 
strong. When they do come to visit us they 
will, indeed, see many material changes, but 
few changes of the spirit. As is perhaps fitting 
they will fina the new St. Mary's dominating 
the hospital complex and the Nursing School 
flourishing after eighty years of achievement. 

Floreat! 



ST. VINCENT'S HOSPITAL 

ELM PARK, DUBLIN 4 

(Under the care of the Sisters of Charity) 

My Dear Nurses and Students, 

My letter this year comes to you for the first time from our new St. Vincent's. We 
have left behind our much loved home in the "Green" and find ourselves in our splendid 
new home in Elm Park. Therefore, as I write these words I feel myself at a parting of the 
ways and my mind travels inevitably back but no less inevitably forward. 

I recall all those who wished to see this day and who were not spared. First in the litany 
of names is Mary Aikenhead herself. Her love for the Poor was not limited to her time 
and place, nor to the premises she purchased; it extends to our own day, to this hospital 
and to you who will carryon her work. 

I recall also all those Nurses, Doctors and Sisters whose ambition it was to see a new 
hospital rising in the fields of Elm Park to carry on the work and traditions which they 
held so dear. It would be impossible to enumerate them all but each of you will have his 
or her own group of names. For my part, I recall particularly Mother Mary Bernard, the 
redoubtable Mrs. Carew. It was she who purchased the land at Elm Park in 1934, and 
whose genius and energy made the whole project possible. I recall Mother Teresa Anthony 
Heskin during whose term as Mother General the dream was finally realised. I recall all 
the first members of the Building Committee and, in particular, Professor Harry Meade, 
Professor T. T. O'Farrell, Professor John Cunningham, Mr. Francis Morrin, M.Ch., and 
Mr. Joseph McMullin, M.Ch. I rf/call the extraordinary work of Sir John Galvin and Mr. J. 
N. McHugh, work which gave form and substance to the hopes and aspirations of us all. 
And after these come a multitude of others from every profession and technical specialty; 
architects, bankers, builders, doctors, engineers, lawyers, politicians, public servants, 
workers from every walk of life. They have all combined to provide you and me with the 
facilities of this marvellous hospital and it is our privilege and task to use them for the 
benefit of the poor, the sick and the needy in the spirit that Mary Aikenhead brought to 
her first patients in the "Green." 

If you ask what is that spirit, -what is it that gives St. Vincent's its distinctive character, 
I think I can best attempt a reply by saying that all who come within its walls, in whatever 
capacity, immediately become part of a large and varied family. Like all families, no matter 
what our private differences may be, we collectively turn our faces outwards to the world 
secure in the knowledge that the bond which unites us is love. Thus united we are certain 
of our past and confident of our f!-lture. 

You who are the young students of to-day will be the adults of tomorrow. You are 
those who will give to this new St. Vincent's its character and its fame. As long as you 
keep before you this ideal of love and family the traditions of Mary Aikenhead and her 
successors will be preserved for the benefit of generations yet unborn. 

Even as I write, events overtake me. Our dearly loved Matron, Sister Frances Rose, 
has just been elected Mother General. Sh~ was with us as Matron only for a few months 
but in that short time she accomplished the ,extraordinary feat of establishing the pat
tern of nursing in Elm Park in a manner that' 'lJas won universal admiration. We are 
deeply in her debt,' we shall miss her com passiorz and clarity of mind but, having bene
fitted so greatly from them, we are. in a better con..ditiqn to share them now tqith our sisters 
and co-workers throug~out the world. I am sure that you will all join with",me in sending 
her our best wishes wzth the assuranc~ of our prayers th,rough the many years of arduous 
responsibility that lie before her. May she, as the perfect example of complete dedication, 
set the headline for us all. 

Sincerely yours in Jesus Christ, 
SISTER M. CANISlUS 

Mother Rectress. 



OUR NEW MOTHER GENERAL 

MOTHER F. ROSE 
Our new Mother General. 

ALL of those associated with St. Vincent's 
and, in particular, those who graduated 

from the Nursing School in recent years will 
have heard with 'particular pl.reasure of the 
election of Sister Frances Rose to be Mother 
General of the Congregation of the Irish Sis
ters of Charity. To this position she brings, 
as well as her own formidable intellectual gifts, 
a very comprehensive background of teaching 
and administrative experience. 

She was appointeq. Sister Tutor at a critical 
stage in the expansion of teaching facilities, 
when Mother M. Canisi us, then Mother Rec
tress, took the courageous step of buying the 
Pembroke Nursing Home thus making 94 
Lower Leeson S,~reet available as a Nursing 
School. How well Sister Frances Rose siezed 
these opportunities is shown in the results 
obtained by our nurses in their examinations. 
These were unifor:mly excellent and often 
spectacular. 
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During this time Sister Frances Rose con
stantly widened her horizons through visits 
to other centres and, like all good teachers, 
constantly studying. Mention of one award 
bestowed upon her will suffice to show the 
standards she set and maintained throughout 
these years - the signal honour of the Gold 
Medal of the Institute of Hospital Adminis
trators. It was clear that the future of the 
Nursing School in Elm Park Was bright when 
she was appointed as the first matron. 

Now, a year later, she has been elected 
Mother General at a time when the stre5ses 
of office are mounting in intensity. We in St. 
Vincent's have no doubt that the Congregation 
has chosen well although, in our selfishness, 
we would have wished her to stay. We con
gratulate her most heartily and hope that she 
will be able to spare some thought for the 
hospital which she has graced and for which 
she has done so much. 

Professor P. N. Meenan. 



OFFICIAL OPENING OF NEW ST. VINCENT'S HOSPITAL 
27th November 1970 

I. M. KING 

IT was a great day, when the sun shone, bands 
played, marquees fluttered on the lawns, 

brightly coloured robes mingled with smart 
but sombre morning suits, and ladies' dresses 
and hats vied with each other. Everybody wh() 
was anY'body was present; friends of St. 
Vincent's present and past, renewed acquaint
anceships; "Old Boys" and former nurses re
cognised each other and the whole colourful 
assembly witnessed a ceremony of dignity and 
pageantry of over two hours duration. 

Prior to the event, a flurry of activity had 
transformed the central concourse into an 
auditorium to hold 1,200 people. An entire 
side wall of the concourse was removed to 

gain access to the adjacent quadrangle. A 
floor was laid on scaffolding poles over the 
grass to form a continuous surface with the 
level of the concourse floor. Over this the two 
largest marquees in the country were erected 
and lashed together, the whole neatly fitting 
into the quadrangle with a few feet to spare 
on each side. Hundreds of stacking chairs were 
gathered, drapes were hung to soften the can
vas walls of the marquees, and floral decora
tions arranged to complete the transformation. 

It being November, mobile heaters were on 
hand, just in case. On the day previous to the 
ceremony, the rain fell heavily but stopped 
in the late evening and the steady cascade 

His Grace Most Rev. 
John C. McQuaid. D.D. 
inspects the Guard of 
Honour of the 
Order of Malta. 

(Photo Tony O'Malley) 
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His Grace Most Rev. John C. McQuaid, D.D. accompanied by Fr. P. Farnan and 

Fr. T. Fox and Dr. H. Quinlan at the Blessing of the Hospital. 

from the joining between the roofs of the two 
marquees dried up. 

At the front of the auditorium, a team of 
junior medical staff was practising their 
movements fcir the removal of the altar. Seats 
for the choir were lined up, prie-dieux for the 
dignitaries arranged and wires for micro
phones connected. Outside on the lawn in 
front of the main entrance, yet more marquees 
had sprung up. One 60 feet long was to serve 
the buffet lunch with smaller tents on each 
side, one to house the No.1 Army Band, and 
another at the east end to act as kitchen tent 
for the caterers. 

On Friday, November 27, activity resumed 
long before daybreak. Car parking attendants 
were at their posts by breakfast time, and 

eight 

(Photo : Tony O·Malley) 

shortly afterwards, members of the medical 
staff in white coats, and nurses in their crisp 
dresses were being paraded and detailed to act 
as ushers, guides, marshals and be generally 
helpful to the multitude of guests. By 9.30 a.m. 
the first guests were arriving and were running 
the gauntlet of a scrutiny which identified a 
coloured spot on their invitation card and 
thus decided their appointed position in the 
many rows of seats. At 10.48 a.m. precisely, 
the No. 1 Army Bany played a salute to herald 
the arrival of His Grace, the Archbishop of 
Dublin. He was met by the 'father' of the 
hospital, Dr. Harold Quinlan, and accom
panied by the Captain of the Guard, inspected 
a Guard of Honour drawn from the Knights 
of Malta. His Grace was followed, five minutes 



later by An Tanaiste, Mr. E. Childers, Minister 
for Health, and Mrs. Childers, who were 
greeted by the Professor of Surgery, Professor 
Patrick FitzGerald. 

The invited audience, patiently waiting in 
the auditorium could see nothing of this, but 
by a system of semaphores, waving of arms 
and numbers, and sheer good luck, the iden
tity of each arrival was signalled to the Master 
of Ceremonies, who formally made an august 
announcement. 

The third V.I.P. arrival was that of the 
Taoiseach and Mrs. Lynch, who were met by 
the Chairman of the Medical Board, Professor 
Patrick Meenan. As each distinguished guest 
ascended the front steps, they were greeted 

in turn by Mother General, Mother Canisius 
and Mother Paula, Professor D. K. O'Donovan, 
Professor P. N. Meenan, Professor P. Fitz
Gerald, Professor O. FitzGerald, Mr. T. C. J. 
O'Connell, Mr. J. McMullin, Mr. J. N. 
McHugh, and Mr. L. Trotter, after which they 
joined the reception party to await the arrival 
of His Excellency, the President of Ireland, 
who was met by the Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine in University College, Dublin, Pro
iessor D. K. O'Donovan. 

The reception formalities over. the Presi
dent entered the auditorium at 11.00 a.m. 
precisely. followed by the other distingushed 
guests who took ,their seats for the ceremonies. 

Now the stage was set for the ceremony to 

Mother M. CanJsius introduces An Taoiseach, Mr. Jack Lynch, T.D. 

to (1. to r.) Mr. T. C. O'Connell, Mr. J. McMullin and Professor P. FitzGerald. 

(Photo : Tony O'Malley) 

nine 



An Tanaiste, Mr. Erskine Childers, T.D., Minister for Health, accompaniel by Mr. J. N. 

McHugh, Chairman of the Hospital Commissioning Executive Group, unveils a Plaque to 

mark the Official Opening of the Hospital. (Photo : Tony O'Malley) 

begin. Mr. McHugh, Chairman of the Com
missioning Executive Group opened the pro
ceedings by inviting the Tanaiste formally to 
open the new hospital. Mr. Childers moved 
forward from his prie-dieu, mounted the raised 
dais. took a cord in his hand and drew aside 
a small curtain to reveal a wall plaque. Trum
peters of the No.1 Army Band sounded a fan
fare and spotlights illuminated the plaque. 

The hospital was formally open only twenty
seven days after the old hospital in St. 
Stephen's Green had closed its doors for the 
last time after 136 years of service. 

After this His Grace withdrew to a robing 
room, the audience resumed its seat and the 
choir sang. His Grace returned in procession 
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and after short introductory prayers at the 
altar he led the procession out of the con
course to bless the hospital, through St. John's 
Ward. past the Lecture Theatre and Tutor's 
Rooms. He then went out to the front of the 
hospital. leaving by the west door and return
ing up the front steps, and through the main 
entrance doors. Concluding prayers were said 
at the altar followed by His Grace's Blessing. 
His Grace then withdrew to prepare for Mass. 

The choir occupied a space at the side of 
the concourse between the television lights 
and cameras and the main lift lobby, leaving 
only sufficient space for movement. The lifts 
had been temporarily immobilised against the 
possibility of some misguided messenger 



arnvIng in one of the lifts at some solemn 
moment and stepping out into the throng as 
though descending from above. 

Through the small space remaining emer~ed 
a group of medical staff, bearmg the altar 
table, which they carried to the centre of the 
concourse, lifted on to the raised dais, then 
turned smartly acbout and withdrew. 

As each event was announced, the Master 
of Ceremonies prefaced his words with a 
resonant introduction which began, A Uach
tarain, A Thaoisigh, A Thranaiste, Your 
Grace, My Lords, Bishops, Monsignori. 
Reverend Fathers, Reverend Mothers, Rev
erend Sisters, distinguished guests, ladies and 
gentlemen. If it wacs appropriate for the 
audience to stand or sit, he would raise his 
outstretched hands, with the palms uppermost 
and the whole assembly would rise. On con
clusion of the event, his outstretched arms, 
this time with the palms facing downwards 
would be lowered and the entire assembly 

resumed its seat. The altar was prepared for 
Mass against the splendid backdrop of crimson 
velvet curtains which spanned the entire west 
wall of the concourse. 

It was flanked on each side by several ranks 
of Bishops and Clergy. The principal guests in 
front of the main congregation sat at the prie
dieux to await the celebration of the Mass. 
The altar was now the focus of every eye. 
His Grace returned to the Concourse, resumed 
his prie-dieu at the left of the altar, to preside 
at Mass, celebrated by Right Reverend Mon
signor Barrett. The first Lesson was read by 
Mr. F. B. Meehan of Downes, Meehan and 
Robinson, the architects, and the second 
Lesson by Mr. J. Sisk the Building Contractor. 

Six priests moved out into the auditorium 
to distribute Holy Communion to the congre
gation, which was shepherded into waiting 
lines by ushers. 

On conclusion of Mass, His Grace with
drew together with Reverend Mother General. 

A CLOSE-UP OF THE P~QUE. 
(Photo Godson) 
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Present at the Mass on the Official Opening Day were (1. to r.) Mother M. Aquin, Mother 
M. Paula, Mother M. Canisius, Mr. J. Devlin, Mother Teresa Anthony, Mr. J. N. 
McHugh, Prof. P. FitzGerald, Prof. D. K. O'Donovan, An Tanaiste Erskine Childers, T.D., 
Minister for Health, and An Taoiseach Mr. Jack Lynch, T.D. 

The medical group re-appeared and with the 
same quiet dignity, removed the altar table, 
and replaced it with a platform tahle. 

The principal guests returned and took their 
places on the platform for the speeches. The 
first address was by His Grace, Dr. McQuaid, 
who thanked all those who had contributed 
to the new hospital and to the day of celebra
tions and added that many regretted the pass
ing of the old St. Vincent's at St. Stephen's 
Green. Its warm and dignified facade must 
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(Photo : Tony O'Malley) 

ever be in memory a contrast with the stern 
rectangles that house the new hospital. But 
the emanating spirit would be none other than 
that of the old St. Vincent's. 

The Archbishop was followed by the 
Minister for Health, who paid tribute to the 
Irish Sisters of Charity and reminded the 
gathering that the Sisters control over 2,000 
hospital beds in Dublin alone as well as pro
viding a wide range of services elsewhere in 
the country such as home visiting. orphanages. 



homes for the blind, homes for women and 
girls, youth clubs, meals for the poor and care 
of the mentally handicapped. Mr. Childers 
drew attention to the large capital investment 
in buildings and equipment and that the cost 
of running hospitals was now by far the largest 
component in the nation's total health bill 
He went on to urge that, as the resources of 
the country are limited, the new hospitai 
should be administered as economically as 
possible as, if one sector of medical endeavour 
got more than its share, it would be at the 
expense of other sectors which would get less 
than they need. 

Mr. McHugh, chairman of the Commission
ing Executive, referred to the historic back
ground of the move from the old St. Vincent's 
in St. Stephen's Green, and briefly outlined the 
development of the new hospital. He spoke of 
the gratitude owed to the Sisters of Charity 
for their generous contribution to the new 
hospital and those members of the staff of the 
hospital, who had been involved in the many 
planning and organising activities before and 
during construction. He also paid tribute to 
all who had been concerned in the new 
building. 

Professor Meenan, chairman of the Medical 

Among the distinguished guests jn the congregation at the Mass on the Oflbial Opening 
Day were (1. to r.) An Tanaiste, Mr. Erskine Childers, T.D., Minister for Health, An 
Taoiseach, Mr. Jack Lynch, T.D., An t-Uachtaran, Eamon at( Valera, Lt. Col. MacNamara, 
Professor P. Meenan, Prof. J. J. Hogan , President of tr.C:D. , Mr. M. Tierney. Mr. J. 
McMullin, Professor O. FitzGerald. 

\ (Photo : Tony O'Malley) 
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THE CHOIR WHO SANG THE MASS. 

Board, went further back into history to des
cribe the origins of the new hospital when the 
Elm Park si,te was purchased in 1934, the 
centenary of St. Vincent's. He drew attention 
to the close proximity of University College, 
Dublin, on its new developing campus at 
Belfield and the potential for co-operation 
which this offered. He assured the audience 
that the hospital is very conscious of its oppor
tunities and also that it is privileged to be 
opening its doors at a time when the whole 
future of Irish medicine was under discussion. 

After the speeches, the Archbishop pre
sented commemorative medals to eight repre
sentative members of the hospital staff: Dr. ' 
Harold Quinlan (longest serving member of 
the medical smff); Mr. T. C. J. Q'Conne,u 
(longest serving member of the surgical staff); 

fourteen 

Mr. J. McMullin, (Honorary Secretary of the 
Building Committee and Consultant Surgeon); 
Miss Emma McDonald (previous Matron); Mr. 
John Fitzgerald (Pathology Department, 
and in the service of the hospital for almost 
40 years); Miss Connie Ryan and Miss Maisie 
Kenny (each of whom had been in the service 
of the hospital for more than 40 years). A 
similar commemorative medal w.as subse
quently presented to every member of the 
staff. 

This presentation concluded the formal pro
ceedings shortly after 1.00 p.m. The hospital 
staff were provided with a four course lunch 
of turkey with all the trimmings. in the s,taff 
cafeteria. The invited guests moved across 
the forecourt to the marquees on the front 
lawn to a buffet lunch of cold meats, salads, 

-.--======================~~~==~~~--------



His Grace Most Rev. 
John C. McQuaid, D.D. 
presents Mr. Michael Hanley 
with a Commemorative 
Medal for his long years of 
service to the Hospital. 

An t-Uachtanin Eamon de Valera, An Taoiseach, Mr. Jack Lynch, T.D., 
Mother M. Canisius, and Professor D. K. O'Donovan. 
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Dr. Harold Quinlan, longest serving member of the M,edical Staff, receives a CommerilOrative 
Medal from the Archbishop of Dublin, Most Rev. Dr. J. c. McQuaid. 

"CHURCH AND STATE" 



OUR DISTINGUISHED GUESTS DEPART 

fruit, gateaux and cream served with wine and 
coffee. Throughout all of this activity and 
ceremony, the task of caring for the patients 
continued and a special lunch was served to 
them. On the day that the patients were moved 
out from St. Stephen's Green, 27 days pre
viously, the count at the end of the day was 
103 patients. By the day of the official open
ing the ceremonies were relayed over the hos
pital radio system to the bedside of 385 
patients who were thus able to take some part 
in the events of the day. 

The official opening marked the end of the 
transition period between the old and the new 
hospital. Staff and patients with many long 
years of service to the old hospital were still 
adjusting to the new environment, but as soon 
as the ceremony was over, the word 'new' 
which had been used to distinguish the hospital 
at Elm Park from the eXIsting one at St. 
Stephen's Green was dropped, and ,the hospital 
became simply St. Vincent's Hospital, Dublin. 

Our s.t,niJing Assist. Matron: Miss J. Bartley. 
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Early PlanQing of-

New St. Vincent's Hospital 
" 

DENIS O'FARRELL, K.M. 

IN the early 1930's it became evident that 
the old site in St. Stephen's Green, the old 

town house of the Earl of Meath, purchased 
by Mother M. Aikenhead in 1834 and con
verted by her into a hospital, was no longer 
capable of being extended any further. 

Therefore, it became necessary to look for 
a new site to rebuild the hospital with a view 
to much greater expansion. On the suggestion 
of Prof. T. T. O'Farrell, then the Hon. Secre
tary to the Medical Board. and wi th further 
agreement by the Med1cal Board and Mr. A. 

Mr. Arthur Cox, Solicitor to the Hospital. 

(later Fr. A. Cox, S.J.) 
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Cox, solicitor to the hospital, Mother M. Ber
nard Carew, Mother General of the Irish 
Sisters of Charity, purchased the lands of Elm 
Park and surrounding areas in 1934. 

Following the purchase, a subcommittee of 
the Medical Board was set up to survey the 
situation with the Hospital Architect, Mr. 
Ralph Byrne. The committee consisted of: 

(a) Mother Rectress and members of the 
Community. 

(b) Medical Board Members, Mr. D. Ken
nedy, Dr. J. B. Magennis and Prof. T. T. 
O'Farrell. 

(c) Medical staff, Mr. R. White, Dr. B. 
McArevey, :and Dr. P. J. Keogh. 

An office was set up in the hospital known 
as the Elm Park office with a senior nurse, 
Miss T. Austin, to coHeot or correlate informa
tion about the hospital building and design. 

Section committees of the Medical staff 
were set up to discuss the various needs for 
each section: (a) medical, (b) surgical, (c) 
pathological, (d) gynaecological, (e) laryngo
logical, (f) dental, (g) ophthalmological, (h) 
radiological, (therapeutic and diagnostic); and 
(i) nurses' committee. 

In the interim, the land purchased was 
leased to the re-formed Elm Park Golf Club 
which had their club house in Nutley House, 
former,ly tJhe residence of Mr. Francis Lillis. 

After prolonged discussion with the hos
pital's commission and the Department of 
Health, financial arrangements were made. 

At this stage, 1947, a formal building com
mittee was formed, consisting of Mother 
Rectress and members of the Community, Mr. 
F. Morrin, chairman, Mr. H. Meade, Professor 
John Cunningham, Professor T. T. O'Farrell, 
Dr. D. K. O'Donovan, Dr. O. Fitzgerald, 
Mr. P. Fitzgerald, Mr. A. Cox, solicittor and 
Dr. T. D. O'Farrelll, honorary secretary. 

This committee recommended to the 
Mother Genena,l that Prof. J. V. Downes and 
Mr. F. B. Meehan be appointed architects. 

In addition, many meetings took place be
tween the representatives of the Building Com
mittee and the Dept. of Health. It was decided 
to use the Burgersp~tal in Basle, Switzerland 
as a basis for planning. 

On the 26th November 1948, after \l meet
ing with the Department of Health, it hecame 
clear that the Department was not willing to 
provide teaching facilities stating that this was 
a matter ~or the University and the Depart
ment of Education. 

Following this, the Hospital Authorities 
were informed that one million pounds would 
be allowed to build and equip a 550 beel 
hospital. This was considered too small by 
the architects and medical staff. After further 
prolonged discussions, £1,350,000 was granted 
to equip and build a 450 bed hospital. A 
private home and its control was left to the 
Irish Sisters of Chari tv. 

In 1956, the first tender was signed between 
the Irish Sisters of Charity and Messrs. Walls 
for the site works. such as roads. drains, and 
water mains e,tc. This was completed in 1958. 

No further work was done on the site until 
1964. 

Lt is with great regret that so many of those 
who put so much into the planning of the 
hospital are no longer with us to see the fruits 
of their work and the foresight of the Sisters 
in undertak,ing this project, thus continuing 
the tradition of Mother Mary Aikenhead in 
the provision of help for the sick. 

Mother Teresa Anthony, Superior General of 
-the Congregation for 18 years. • 
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PLANNING AND DESIGN OF ,ELM PARK 
--.( 

\ , 
JOSEPH McMULLIN 

IT was Le Courbousier, father of modern 
architecture who first formulated tlie idea 

that a house is a "machine" for living in. If 
this functional idea is true of a house hoW 
much more is it true of a hospital. For of aIr. 
the machines which architects build, a modern 
hospital mUl't be the most complicated and 
complex, and' bears as much resemblance to a 
house or even an office block, as a rowing boat 
does to a liner. From the captain's bridge to 
the engine room, there is no greater com
plexity, than from Mother Rectress's Office to 
the boiler house! 

There must be an agonising moment of 
suspense, when the designer of a new engine 
has got to the stage where the last nut is 
tightened, the tanks are filled, the ignition 
turned on and he presses the starting button. 
The thrill of the re-assuring throb of the 
engine can be no greater than the satisfaction 
that all of us feel who have been concerned 
with the design, building and commissioning 
and now the running of this vast machine. Our 
engine is working, what's more it is working 
well; of course there are bits which have taken 
time to run in and others which may have 
to be altered or extended, nevertheless we 
should be I think well satisfied with the way 
we have run so far. 

In designing the broad outlme of a hospital, 
there are basically only two or three solutions. 
Obviously the site itself may force a solution 
as in the case of a small constricted site, which 
would require "a high rise" building. But given 
ample space for development, the solution may 
either be based on a radial building, with a 
central core for main services, diagnostic de
partments and administration, with wards 
radiating from this central core in a variety 
,~f ways, either as the spokes of a wheel, or as 
it "T" or as a "H", or as a "Y" shape and so 
on. The movemrnt or circulation of people 
in such a buildiQg will be mainly in a vertical 
direction from floor to floor. An alternative 
~9lution is to have a series of separate build
ings: Hnked by servIce corridors. with circula~ 
tion or movement mainly in the horizontal 
plane. Both these solutions have their advant
ages and disadvantages. 
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In 1956 when the foundations of Elm Park 
had been laid and all work had ceased due 
to the prevailing financial depression and lack 
of funds, the shape of the future hospital was 
set. THe basic principal of having linked 
buildings with a central service corridor on 
two levels to link these various blocks, had 
been taken by the building committee which 
had been working from 1947 to 1955. This 
Committee, consisting of the community, the 
architects and the medical staff, under the 
chairmanship of the late Mr. Frank Morrin, 
took this decision at a time when the latest 
large hospital to be built in these island was 
Westminster. Hospital which had been built 
ten years previously and so the Committee 
had little to guide it as to what would be the 
best overall shape and circulation in a hospi
tal which they knew would not be completed 
for at least ten years. 

In support of this decision I quote from a 
report of a team of experts including one of 
the leading hospital architects In the British 
Isles, who when faced with the same problem 
produced the following:-

"The architectural solution w,as to plan the 
various departments as a series of carefully 
related linked buildings at the heart of which 
there will be a seven storey ward block. In
dividual buildings will be connected by a 
simple two-storey internal street or corridor 
system-the upper level for staff and visitors 
and the lower for supplies and services. This 
system of separate but linked bulldings has the 
important advantage of allowing each block 
to be extended or altered individually in years 
to come to meet the changing needs of medical 
practice". (Report on the development of 
Northwick Park Hospital and Medical Centre, 
Llewelyn-Davies, 1971). The bUIlding of the 
fourth link without disturbance to the work 
of the hospital as a whole is an example of 
how flexible this system is. 

Hats off then to our design team of nearly 
twenty years earlier who with nothing to go 
on, reached a similar conclusion. The success 
of this group was based on the close lias on 
between the architects, community and medi
cal staff. If an ordinarily intelligent person has 



lived and worked in the hospital machine all 
his working life, he has or should have become 
an expert in at least some part of the manage
;nent and planning of a hospital. It seems to 
me that this self-evident fact has been for
gotten by many of today's planners and organ
isers. At a recent meeting of hospital adminis
trators held in this city, one of the seminars 
was devoted entirely to the subject of "How 
to interest Senior Medical Staff in Hospital 
Management."! This must bring wry smiles 
from many of my colleagues. 

Early in 1958 ,at the prompting of Mother 
General and Mother Canisius, the building 
committee was re-formed under the chairman
ship of Professor Cunningham and a further 
push was made to reach agreement with the 
Department of Health and to get the building 
on the way again. During the next three years 
the committee held monthly meetings at 
which the recommendations of various work
ing parties and sub-committees were con
sidered. In my capacity as secretary of the 
building committee I tried to keep the liason 
going between these sub-committees, the main 
committee and the architects, by sItting in on 
all their deliberations. These working parties 
went over the existing plans, room by room, 
floor by floor, altering, improving, re-organis
ing each section of the building in turn. During 
this period the Casualty, (Accident and Emer
gency) Department, was re-planned. The area 
now occupied by it was to have been a very 
large pharmacy department which had seemed 
to be necessary at the time of the original plan. 
Space was found for the E.E.G. Department 
and a Physiotheraphy building was added to 
the existing plan. No Outpatient Department 
existed, as it was ' felt originally that we would 
continue to use our O.P.D. in Stephen's Green. 
This was shown to be impracticable to the 
Department and a new O.P.D. was added to 
the existing plan. The entire theatre floor was 
altered to provide for the changed ideas of 
what constitutes the ideal theatre suite. In
tensive care units, the metabolic unit. the pul
monary laboratory, the surgical laboratory 
and a centrally sited sterile supply area were 
all inserted into the existing framework of the 
hospital. This required a good deal of give and 
take from all sections, the loss of a ward here, 
of a staff room there and so on. ' It is a tribuJe 
to the forbearance of all, that I survived 
physically intact while this was going on. How
ever it would not have been possible but for 
the support I had from the community, the 

chairman and the absolute co-operation with 
the architects, particularly with Bernard 
Meehan and Ciaran O'Maille. How these two 
put up with my constant demands, prompted 
by the various sub-committees, for changes 
in existing plans from week to week, or even 
from day to day, is something I will never 
know. 

This building committee continued to func
tion until 1966, when it altered its name to the 
co-ordinating committee, whose job was 
mainly that of acting as a watchdog on the sub
committees, who were at this stage beginning 
to order equipment, and secondly for the pur
pose of working out the logistics of the 
eventual move from St. Vincent's Stephen's 
Green, to Elm Park. Early in 1968 the co
ordinating committee was finally taken over 
by the central executive group, who under the 
chairmanship of Mr. McHugh played such an 
important part in the commissioning and 
opening of our present hospital. 

It was one of that now almost extinct race, 
the medical superintendents, most of whom 
disappeared with the introduction of the 
National Health Service in England in 1948, 
in its positive effort to remove medical influ
ence from hosp~tal management, who having 
survived hirpseJf, made a tremendous success 
of a vast sprawling group of hospitals in North 
West London, who 'once remarked to me that 
it was essential in all hospital management to 
have some medical men in positions where 
they can have some control and influence 
over the management and purse strings, for 
he said; "it takes a medical thief to catch a 
medical thief" I In my ten years as building 
committee and co-ordinating committee secre
tary, I came to appreciate the truth of this, 
perhaps cynical remark. In designing a hospi
tal every department head feels that his empire 
is the most important, and if he is persuasive 
enough may influence any lay expert com
mittee to feel that his demands are not only 
important, but absolutely essentiiJ,l, for the 
running of the hospital as a whole. A medical 

. watchdog committee is essential in my opinion 
tQ, put these demands in perspective. 

There are other questions which occur to 
me no,.w that we have been runmng for almost 
a year:-which will probably not find answers 
for some 'time to come. Our ward block layout 
' is based on ~he comfort of the patient, small 
six-bedded and three-bedded' units, but it can 
be argued that they are less "efficient" than 
other layouts from the nursing point of view. 
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Does efficiency mean better nursing from the 
patient's point of view~ What is efficiency 
when {lpplied to tb,e nursing profession? The 
most efficient nursing is-supposed to take place 
in a good intensive care ward and psychiatrists 
are now talking about intensive care psychosis. 
Does increasing size increase the efficiency of 
the hospital as a whole? In other words how 
big is too big? It seems that the administra
tive apparatus has to increase disproportion
ately to the increase in size of the total institu
tion. Thus if we double the number of beds the 
administrative wing may have to increase fout 
0r five times. This is probably inevitable but 

Mary Ryan, who has announced her engagement 
to Dr. Eamonn Murphy. 
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the spectre of Parkinson and his law seem to 
me to hov((r near. Increase in size certainly 
tends to decrease contact between the staff at 
all levels and when communication slows 
down trouble usually ensues. 

Centralisation looks marvellous on paper 
and tidy to the planners, but it will require a 
great awareness of the dangers and constant 
re-appraisal, if We are to keep sight of the 
basic object of our calling. There are, as I have 
said good reasons for thinking of the hospital 
buildings as a machine. We must be on our 
guard in case we begin to think of our patients 
in the same way. 

Miss Susan O'leary who recently joined the 
"Ladies of Mary," Ballymahon, Co. Longford. We 

wish her every happiness. 



FAREWELL TO ST. VI NCENT'S 

St. Stephen's Green, 1834 -1971 

SISTER MARY PAULA 

WE read in the Hospital's Annals that formal 
possession was taken of the stately town 

house of the Earl of Meath on 23rd January 
1834; the house seemed large enough for the 
big heart of the Reverend Mother, Mother 
Mary Augustine Aikenhead, and was in good 
repair. About the month of April 1835, the 
institute, under the title of St. Vincent's Hos
pital was opened with twelve beds, though 
the Foundress at the time could not reckon 
on £20 for their support. All the beds were 
soon filled and applications poured in. An 
interior view of the hospital and a sketch of 
some of its classical features appeared at that 
time in the Freeman's Journal: "St. Vincent's 
has always struck me as a singular combina
tion of elegance, cheerfulness and comfort. 
Despite its altered destination, the characteris
tics of a lordly mansion still subsist in the 

magnificent staircase, the beautifully stuccoed 
ceilings and finely proportioned apartments. 
The visitors to whom the grandeur of the 
house is new and delightful go about admiring 
them as if they were at an exhibition." 

The military instinct of the Foundress-for 
she was the grand-daughter of a soldier-led 
her to administer her Hospital as though it was 

• an army on active service. The virtues of 
obedience, vigilance and co-operation were 
strictly enforced. To St. Vincent's, increasing 
years seemed only to bring increase of 
strength. The tiny seed planted by the Found
ress grew into a great tree. After many years 
of patient waiting the new St. Vincent's, Elm 
Park, was ready to open its doors to receive 
its first patients from "The Green." 

On Sunday, November 1st, 1970 the hospital 
door was closed for the last time by Reverend 

Mr. Michael Hanley, Hall Porter at'St. Vincent's Hos'i1it<iI, St. Stephen's Green, for 
40 years, closes ~he door of the "Old St. Vincent's Hospital" .for the last time, after 
all the patients had been transferred to the New St. Vincent's Hospital, Elm Park, 
Dublin. Also in the picture are (1. to r.) Mother Teresa Ani:h~ny, Mr. J. A. Mehigan 
(Hon. Secretary, Hospital Board) and Mother Mary Paula. 

twenty-three 



Former Chaplains to St. Vincent's Hospital, St. Stephen's Green, who con celebrated Mass 
to mark the Closing of the "Old Hospital." Front, (1. to r.) Rev. Frs. J. R. O'Donoghue 
J. Robinson, P. Farnan, F. Kenny. Standing (1. to r.) Rev. Frs. B. Brady, P. Fitzsimons. 
J. Deering, D. Dooley, J. Staunton. 

Mother General, Mother Teresa Anthony, the 
door th:lt had welcomed thousands and thou
sands of sick and weary patients for over 136 
yealS. The last patient was gone-gone too 
were the sisters, nurses, doctors and all the 
staff. A mere "remnant" of Sisters was left to 
look after the Private Homes and face the 
gigantic task of closing and dismantling the 
hospital. As we stood there in the hall, the 
busts of Mother Mary Aikenhead and Arch
bi~.hop Murray and the oil paintings of Doctors 
O'Ferrall, O'Brien, Bellingham and O'Leary 
seemed to come to life and say "Well done, 
the tiny seed we sowed and which had grown 
into a great tree, today bore fruit." 
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The stillness that prevailed left us numb; 
the long corridor that only a short time pre
viously was full of gay young nurses and 
doctors was silent except for the thud, thud, 
thud of the Securicor officer on his rounds; 
what a sad reflection on our society today, 
that it was deemed necessary, to protect the 
hospital right away with Securicor. We 
immediately set to work and toured the entire 
hospital locking doors here, windows there. 
We first visited the Chapel. How regal it 
looked that November morning, standing 
there in all its gothic glory. The Sanctuary 
lamp seemed to burn particularly bright, and 
the Master we felt was very near, while Our 



Lady smiled on us from beneath her glittering 
halo. Memories came floating by-memories 
of all the sisters who once filled the prie
dieux now empty, and the altar rails where so 
many of our doctors made their first com
munion. After a fervent "Thank You" to the 
Lord for allowing us transfer our hospital with 
all its traditions intact, and with the spirit of 
Mary Aikenhead still so active after the pass
age of well over a century, we retraced our 
steps - down the stairs we went past the 
famous circular clock to the Board Room, 
now the headquarters of Securicor. The room, 
once Mother Mary Aikenhead's office could 
tell many a tale. It looked forlorn as its furni
ture and portraits had already gone to their 
new ho:ne-Elm Park. How many hospital 
problems were solved here by many great 
men. 

The students' room was still intact except, 
instead of a babble of voices, all was now 
hushed. 

The elegant parlours, scenes of so many 
functions, First Holy Communion breakfasts, 
Christmas parties when Santa held court, 
looked as stately that day, with their antique 
furniture, Adam mantlepieces and beautiful 
flowers as surely as they did when the Earl 
himself was master of the house. 

On the grand stairs with its wonderful stuc
coed ceiling, one could almost see the charm
ing ladies in their crinolines and their dashing 
escorts in their powdered wigs, gliding up to 
St. Joseph's Ward, once upon a time the 
front drawing room. How sad the ward looked 
now bereft of all its patients. This was the first 
ward Mother Mary Aikenhead opened with 
twelve beds. How very many patients must 

FATHER F. KENNY GIVES A HOMILY 
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have' gone thFough its,d.9or, restored in body, 
renewed in soul, animat~a' ~th courage to 
begin anew life's struggle. How many -too 
during the' same, .passage of ' time, to whom 
restoration t~ bodily health was d~nied, have 
been prepared to pass through the portals of 

, death with souls prepared to meet their Maker. 
Everywhere we went, wards, theatres, X-ray 

rooms told, their own tale of dedication. ,Since 
its foundation numbers and numbers of gener
ous souls gave their thoughts, their devoted
ness, their skill to make St. Vincent's the great,. 
hospital it is today. 

After weeks and weeks of hard work we 
finally said "Good-bye" to the old hospital and 

took up our ~bode in 94, Lower Leeson Street, 
the former School of Nursing. From there we 
administer the Private Homes and St. Mary's 
Nurses' Home. 

Faithful to its motto, "Caritas Christi urget 
nos," St. Vincent's gave one hundred and 
thirty-six unbroken years of service to the 
sick from all parts of Ireland. Let us hope that 
whatever may be the future of the new St. 
Vincent's that in years to come, one will 
find its traditions intact. "The old order 
changeth and giveth place to new" but the 
spirit is unchanging for "it is rooted and 
founded in Charity." 

Mai McCabe, who has announced her engagement to 
Jim Prendergast 
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YOUNG DAYS IN THE GREEN 

BOB O'CONNELL 

"TIME flies," says the adage. Although it is 
over forty years since I first went through 

the door of St. Vincent's Hospital, the scene 
remains clearly in my mind. The friendly 
atmosphelfe engendered by the happy relation
ship between staff and students, the air of 
authority and discipline known to exist in the 
interests of all, gave me a feeling of security 
in my vocation and a warm feeling that I had 
joined a "Family." 

That feeling remains. I have no doubt that 
the secret of success-and Vincent's has had 
success-was discovered even in the early 
days of O'Ferrall and Bellingham and of the 
other "Founding Fathers" and, indeed, the 
"Founding Mothers" from Mary Aikenhead 
to the present day. Now, may I tell my story 
of "old forgotten far off days and battles long 
ago?" 

In 1927 I came to St. Vincent's Hospital as 
a medical student. I had just passed my Third 
Medical and was encouraged to go there by 
Professor John Cunningham whom I had met 
in 1925. At that time there were few formali
ties about entrance. One applied and one got 
in. There were six house surgeons and about 
twelve students in residence. The Residency 
was unique. It was an old Georgian house 
beside the hospital and had changed very 
little from the time it had been built. We slept 
in dormitory-like rooms-six or seven in each 
room. One was lucky if companions came in 
quietly and early at night. It was the tradition 
to have Residency parties and a lot depended 
on the personnel. We were lucky in the late 
twenties as we had a rather quiet crowd. Some 
extraordinary parties went on until the very 
early hours in the morning and invariably 
brought down the wrath of the Board upon all 
our heads. My home was in Dublin and I some
times took the opportunity of going there 
when things looked a little bit dangerous. At 
that time pigs were kept in the mews behind 
the hospital. It is unnecessary to say that this 
fact constituted a supreme temptation to the 
"gentlemen" who occasionally introduced the 
pigs to the delights of the Residency. After 
one such episode there was serious trouble. 
One of the pigs, escaping in the morning time, 

unfortunately broke his leg, and had to be dis
patched by the local butcher. The Rev. 
Mother, at the time was Mrs. Carew. She 
took a poor view and imposed a stiff financial 
settlement upon the Residency. As I was at 
home on that particular night, and considered 
blameless by my companions, I was sent by 
them to plead with Mrs. Carew, who had 
charged seven pounds for the pig. They said 
that as they did not get the pig-which they 
could have eaten-they thought it was unjust 
that they still had to pay the seven pounds. 
I well remember the formidable interview 
which I had in the office. Mrs. Carew took a 
large wooden hearing aid out of her bib and 
held it out to me. I felt like a hypnotised rabbit 
as I stared into this affair and stumbled out 
my few words about the "Gentlemen" in the 
Residency. "The what," she said, as I hastily 
corrected this description to "the boys". She 
looked steadily at me for a moment or two and 
then asked "What is all this about?" When I 
told her she announced that she would not 
take a penny less than Five Pounds for the pig 
and "that was all 'about that." 

The work in the Hospital was fairly onerous 
for a student. On the surgical side we were 
known as dressers. This description was apt, 
as not only had we to assist at all operations, 
but we had to dress the patients' wounds every 
day. At a special time, accompanied by the 
ward sister and a nurse (who dared not look 
you in the eye, if she was not to find herself 
on the road Lor home), you proceeded from 
patient to patient dressing their wounds. This 
continual dressing of the wounds must have 
led to an increase in sepsis. One tested 
urines every morning (sometimes in a rather 

" , perfunctory fashion), one did blood counts, 
'test meals, and all the clinical pathology which 
is' now very often delegated to machines, and 
certainly not usually done by students. We 
wrote' case-histories, examined patients and 
carried o,ut post-operative treatment, and we 
'were looked upon by our chiefs as very useful 
people. Our 's.uccess in examinations depended 
upon how we worked in hospital. 

Vincent's, even at that time, had the repu
tation of having cordial telationships, between 
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the Consultant Staff and Jhe house surgeons 
lnd students. We wyre, however, very strictly 
controlled as regaras deportment, dress and 
cleanliness, and would be "on the mat" very 
quickly in the Boar.d Room or Rev. Mother's 
office if we strayed in any way from the lines 
which were laid down. I fear that present day 
students might have found themselves. in a 
lot of trouble in the twenties if hail' .. grew 
below the tops of ears-or skirts came above 
the knees! Eccentricities in dress or deport-
ment were very strictly frowned upon. ", 

We looked upon the chiefs with a mixture 
of awe, re'-pect and pride. I had the good for
tune to become the last student of Mr. 
McArdle-or Johnny Mac., as he was known. 
H~ had a fabulous reputation. He was gruff 
but pleasant, curious about one's family, was 
interested in one's ambition and did not im
pose too many rules and regulations. His 
assistant was Frank Morrin, who afterwards 
became my colleague and intimate friend. 
Morrin really did most of McArdle's work in 
my time and I and Billy Lappin, the house 
surgeon, assisted. I assisted McArdle only 
twice. I remember well how he lighted a cigar 
before the operation! Having made the incision 
he asked the nurse to remove the cigar as the 
ash was getting a bit long! My eyes must 
have stood out of my head as I watched this! 

An intimate friend of McArdle's was Harry 
Meade-"My boy, Harry." Meade was a dap
per young man with a thin pencil-like 
moustache, rimless glasses and a sharp incisive 
way of speaking. He demanded a high standard 
of service from his students. He was a fearless 
and courageous surgeon. His lectures were 
didactic, giving practical information in a most 
interesting way and he illustrated his talks 
with personal case histories. In his clinics he 
was inol'ined to take out a student and "strip 
him to the bone" before the whole class. How
ever, any student whom he subjected to this 
treatment usually did very well in his examina
tions! 

The Doc. Kennedy was a big, gruff, Tip
perary man with a bushy moustache, over
hanging eyebrows and piercing blue eyes. He 
had the reputation of being a "tough and 
rough" surgeon and we viewed his work with a 
certain amount of student cynicism. J.t was only 
in later life that I learned he was a pioneer in 
many advances in surgery. He was the first 
in the hospital to ,wear gloves when operating. 
He was a first class operator in emergencies in 
the sense that he was afraid of nothing! He 
was tough in the sense that he did not believe 
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in plin killing drugs. Most of these men were 
working before modern anaesthesia was per
fected, before knowledge of the prevention of 
operative shock and of blood transfusion. 
Everybody feared the Doc. but his bark was 
worse than his bite. He was really a kind man 
in many ways. He and I had a few tussles but 
he respected me because I stood up to him. We 
became firm friends before he died at a ripe 
old age. 

The youngest of the senior staff surgeons 
was William Doolin, a great gentleman and 
a most erudite and learned person. His man
ners were impeccable; his standard of treat
ment for his patients was of the most gentle 
nature. He loved talking to his patients, even 
if sometimes he spoke above their heads! 
Contrary to a general conception that he was 
an unlucky surgeon, he was, in my opinion, 
a supreme technical artist. He practised sur
gery in a gentle method that would be 
approved of today if not understood at that 



time. His cleft palate work was praised all 
over Europe. Doolin was a great reader and 
writer; he spoke five or six languages fluently; 
he wrote several books and in the Irish Journal 
of Medical Science his prefaces were magni
ficent in style and content. As a lecturer and 
teacher he was unsurpassed. When McArdle 
died I was transferred to Doolin. We after
wards became lifelong friends. 

In medicine, James Meenan was a great 
gentleman. Tall, distinguished-looking with 
a slightly florid face, contrasting white, wavy 
h3.ir, one forelock of which was continually 
being replaced. He had beautiful hands. He 
spoke quietly. He had a reputation of not say
ing much but "like the sailor's parrot thinking 
a lot!" He was the maker of the modern Staff 
of the Hospital. He carefully chose those 
whom he thought could be of service to the 
hospital, whether on the surgical or on the 
tpedical side, and impressed on the Authorities 
the importance of appointing them early in 
their careers. In this he was more than an 
architect. He felt that competition between 
young people was most important. As a loyal 
servant of the University, in which he was 
Professor of Medicine, his choice of potential 
c,taff was made-first of all iJ,1 the interests of 
St. Vincent's-but with an eye to the needs 
of the University Medical School. Meenan had 
a reputation for practical treatment. He was 
not too keen on theoretical medicine. His 
notes on fevers, on the treatment of kidney 
disease, on pneumonia and on other lung dis
eases were of great value. He worked before 
the advent of modern drugs and before the 
elucidation of many diseases. He was a great 
teacher and most sympathetic with his 
students-provided, of course, that they 
always understood that a little extra attention 
would be given to anyone coming from the 
North! I remember now with gratitude his 
~olicitude where my career was concerned. 
Nex-t to him I remember Dr. Dargan. "Billy" 
Dargan, was a short, stout gentleman with a 
big straggling moustache and overhanging 
eyebrows from under which he looked at you 
with large brown eyes, rather like a terrier! 
He had a great sense of humour and was 
reputed to be a man who liked the good things 
of life. He was a nephew of the famous Dargan 
who built the railways and whose statue 
stands outside the National Gallery today. 
Perhaps on this account he was more scientific 
in his approach to medicine than others, and 
read more of the scientific side of his subject. 
tIe bought new books and loved nothing more 

than to sit down in the Board Room and 
discuss with a student some of the more 
modern discoveries. He had a reputation as 
a diagnostician, and he was in great demand 
throughout the country. One day the hall 
porter, pointed to a cab leaving the hospital 
'door and going down the south side of the 
Green and said "There's Dargan-he is gone 
off down to the train to go on a consultation 
to Tipperary; wait there now until you see 
where he stops first." I went out and noticed 
that the cab stopped at Newman's Church 
on the Green. Dargan got out and he spent 
five minutes in the Church. In later years I 
found out that Billy always spent about five 
minutes on his knees before the little altar of 
Our Lady of Good Counsel in University 
Church before he went on his country consul
tations. That may have been part of his secret, 
but there was also a very practical aspect in 
his diagnostic ability. He took a long time in 
taking a history, and even a longer time in 
making his clinical examination. His students, 
of course, were almost bored to tears by the 
time he bad finished his rounds! Before he 
retired Prof. D. K. O'Donovan and myself, 
who were young men at the time, pinned him 
down in the Board Room the day before he left 
the Hospital. I said to him, "Dr. Dargan, you 
have a reputation as a diagnostician-to what 
do you attribute this: wide reading, careful 
clinical examinatIon, or intuition?" "O'·Con
nell," he said, "if I had any skill it was due 
to the fact that I always sat down beside my 
patient's bed and I did not get up until I had 
decided that his condition could be due to one 
one of three things." "Which one?" "Well, the 
Lab., or the X-ray Department might help to 
sort that out." I have passed this advice to all 
my students. I have found it of particular value 
in the diagnosis of the acute abdomen. 

Then there was Dr. J. B. Magennis - a 
most flamboyant, likable and charitable man. 
A bachelor, he had the reputation for being 
popular with the ladies. Strangely enough he 
was so devoted to his art and skill in medicine 
that he had very little time for them. He was 

' gallant, of course, but he had few, if any, real 
women friends and spent most of his spare 
time _,with his fellow staff men, in the clubs 
or at' the races. He was a brilliant amateur 
_actor arid. did not let us forget it! His skill in 
the treatment of patients was perhaps even 
better than his skill in diagnosis. He was one 
who believed in optimism, and he never gave 
in. He treated his patient to the last-not for 
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love of money-l1ecause he was a most gener
ous man where fees were €oncerned-but in 
the interest of hiS'" patient's relatives. He 
always gave them hope and he taught us, his 
students, always to have a hopeful outlook 
because, as he said, "who knows? \xha knows?" 
Many of us who have been long. years in 
practice have seen things happen, as, he had 
seen things happen, which .cannot be exp\ained 
in the light of modern medical science: He 
treated patients with modern drugs. He w<!s 
the first man to give "Gold" (the Sanocrysin·. 
treatment) for tuberculosis. He lived into the ' 
beginnings of Streptomycin but never saw its 
effects. He was a pioneer in blood transfusion 
although his methods, at the time, would now 
be frowned upon. He was opposed to thoracic 
surgery for tuberculosis and never lived to see 
the great success of this surgery when com
bined with anti-tuberculous drugs. He had one 
pal'ticu'la'r £ad; he loved the colour Royal Blue 
and he conveyed this fancy in no uncertain 
fashion to his ward sisters, to his patients and 
to his friends. His car was royal blue, his cur
tains were royal blue, his couch was covered 
in royal blue tweed; he wore royal blue ties 
and his patients bought royal blue pyjamas! 
One particular patient whom I knew very well 
and who owned a hostelry in the West painted 
her hotel royal blue because she felt so much 
indebted to Dr. Jim Magennis for his treat
ment! He died at a comparatively early age of 
heart failure and emphysema. 

Of the junior physicians in the hospital 
P.T. or Patsy O'Farrell was a most extra
ordinary character in that he gave tne impres
sion that he disliked anybody talking to him 
or discussing anything with him. He went in 
for the most elaborate diagnostic methods. He 
worked the electro-cardiograph, which was 
almost an amateur photography affair in the 
basement of the hospital, surrounded by glass 
plates and wires and electrical batteries. He 
did it himself because he would not agree 
with anyone else doing it and certainly he pro
duced results on the E.C.G. It was a novelty 
understood only by himself. He was, of course, 
a great cardiologist and afterwards made this 
his speciality. He forecast twenty years before, 
the operations for mitral stenosis and for con
genital heart disease. I mentioned these fore
castings in publications on heart surgery which 
I wrote in 1940. He encouraged me in heart 
surgery and, indeed, provided the first cases ' 
of patent ductus, of co-arctation and of con
genital heart disease for me to operate upon. 
He was given almost every honour which the 
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medical profession and learned societies could 
confer upon him, both in this country and in 
Great Britain. He afterwards retired to 
London, where he died some years ago. A most 
amusing character in his own way and one 
of a trio of brilliant brothers. 

His brother, T. T. O'Farrell, was pathologist 
to the hospital and Professor of Pathology in 
University College, Dublin. He was a rather 
short and stout man, very good humoured and 
very keen on his work. A first class histologist, 
his opinion was sought not only in Ireland but 
from over the water. He had a great love of 
gadgets and, indeed, for many years I owned 
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a gadget which he had made for explaining 
heart murmurs. He. made this from various 
bits of sand paper, wheels and wood; it was 
something which Heath Robinson would have 
been extremely proud of! Unfortunately, it got 
lost in some house moving some years ago, as 
it would have made a magnificent addition to 
the hospital museum. T.T. was a great teacher, 
a great illustrator and a most meticulous man 
where it came to description of slides. He was 
a most kindly man and lowe a great debt 
to him for his teaching in pathology which 
formed the basis of my surgical career. He 



helped me to obtain a studentship in 
pathology. 

T.T. worked in the back of the hospital in 
what was known as the Path. Lab., and which 
at that time was divided into two large areas, 
in one of which the students worked. As there 
were no technicians we did our own work. We 
had a Lab. Boy who was able to put up the 
slides and, of course, "Pathological John." T.T. 
was joined by Jock McGrath, a brilliant young 
assistant, mostly concerned with Bacteriology 
and Immunology who was later appointed 
State Pathologist. There was very little Bio
Chemistry-blood ureas and blood sugars 
perhaps-anything beyond that was research 
and was not particularly popular in the Path. 
Lab. T.T. gave practical demonstrations in 
Pathology every Thursday morning; post 
mortems were few and far between, not be
cause the pathologist did not wish to do them, 
but because the relatives of the patients very 
often objected. Jock McGrath was brilliant. 
His contributions to forensic medicine in this 
country are still talked about. He was an out
standing witness and most conscientious in 
his approach to his work. He was a great 
sportsman, and 5l0ved to fish and shoot. He 
died, tragically, of heart disease at an early 
age. 

Amongst the pltysicians .at!=- the. time. was a 
you~g man-tall, thin and very good looking 
who had come home in 1924 from Germany, 
where he had studied surgery! ! His name was 
Harold Quinlan. He was noted for his meticu
lous examination of patients in the Out
Patient Dept., where we all went to see him 
examining the chest, or listened to the mur
murs which he was able to point out, or to the 
rubs which he demonstrated in the pleura. 
His treatment of tuberculosis and his approach 
to medicine on the scientific side made us all 
admire him. We saw pneumothorax for the 
first time. We saw blood pressures being taken 
by his sphygmomanometer; we saw the treat
ment of diabetes being scientifically tackled. 
Harold, contrary to his physical appearance, 
was a great sportsman; he was a scratch golfer; 
a first class tennis player and, at that stage, 
had begun the horse riding which eventually 
led him to become an international polo player. 
He only gave up hunting with the Ward Union 
recently. He was a most equable fellow but 
was inclined if one interrupted him or caused 
trouble in class to descend upon one in no 
uncertain fashion. He had a magnificent man
ner with patients-which he has retained to 
the present day. Such was his reputation in 

this regard that when he purchased a house in 
the country Quidnunc of the Irish Times sug
gested that he should call it "Bedsyde Manor." 

Michael O'Hea presided over the X-ray 
Department in my day. He dressed in striped 
trousers, cutaway coat, 'four in hand' tie, flower 
in his buttonhole, fawn waistcoat, spats over 
patent leather shoes-all the trimmings of a 
well-dressed Edwardian gentleman. He held 
himself erect and he talked learnedly to his 
friends. His work in the Department was dis
tinguished by the fact that he could seldom 
make up his mind to channel the pictures 
which he saw in the X-ray plates into diag
nostic certainties! He always held that X-ray 
plates were only shadows and that nothing 
could be gained by looking at them for too 
long. He presided in a very dark part of the 
hospital-a kind of sinister place which pre
viously had been the old operating theatre. It 
still had the tiled floor and the balcony. If 
you should venture into the department, as 
a student you were put standing against the 
wall in the dark while Dr. O'Hea pressed a 
switch which gave rise to a flash of lightnin& 
and a crash of thunder at the other end of the 
room. When one's hair had settled down again 
he informed one that he was just testing the 
voltage! I remember getting out of the place 
like a scalded cat and I don't think I entered 
it again until I went back as an Assistant 
Radiologist in 1934, soon after my appoint
ment on the Staff of the Hospital. 

One ,always called the older nuns "Mrs." In 
my day in the Hospital there were quite a 
number of the older nuns who were known as 
",Mrs." There was Mrs. Coleman and Mrs. 
Donovan. The name Mrs. came down from the 
early foundation days of the Order. It was cus
tomary then to refer to the Sisters as Mrs. 
I don't think there remains any such appella
tion now in our day. 

Amongst the Members of the' Community 
there were many who have now gone to their 
reward. Sr. M. Ibar was my first conta~t with 
the Sisters of Charity. She was a small keen
eyed Surgical Sister in St. Laurence's when I 
went'to St. Vincent's first. She took me under 
her wing from the start. For many years she 
was in cltqrge of Admissions-a thankless task 
that brought her into occasional conflicts with 
general practitioners. After her death when I 
observed that l's~e surely must be in Heaven" 
one G.P. (who shalf be nameless) said "If that 
is the case, I hope she is not in charge of 
admissions!" 

Sr. M. Gonzaga was a friendly person who 
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was in charge of St. Bridget's, the ward where 
Pops Morrin did most of his work. She was 
a hard task-mistress and did not allow 
any slackness in the treatment of her patients. 
Sr. Jerome was in charge of St. Patrick's. She 
took an instant dislike to me for which, no 
doubt, she had very good reason. I used to 
read up all the latest advances and question 
Prof. Meenan on these to his obvious dis
comfort. Naturally, Sr. Jerome took offence 
at this. Worse, with my supposedly superior 
knowledge, I would question her decisions as 
regards treatment. Later, she became one of 
my most grateful patients and remained a 
great friend until she died at a ripe old age. 

Sr. Ignatius who, afterwards, became Rev. 
Mother of the hospital was a quiet Co. Meath 
person with a certain sense of humour but a 
rather quick temper. Then there was Mother 
Thec1a-a small, dumpy lady. She rather 
looked like Mother Aikenhead, round-faced 
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with piercing eyes. She had a gift of expression 
which was sometimes rather bizarre. She 
fired Harry Meade on one occasion, because 
he sent her a telegram asking her "to remove 
the dead body from the telephone office" 
where he considered a telephone girl had not 
been over diligent in answering the phone! 
She told him that it was easier by far to get 
surgeons for the hospital than it was to get 
telephone girls! I need hardly tell you that 
she retracted this within half an hour! They 
were always very good friends. She once ap
proached me in the hall and said to me "Dr. 
O'Connell, you are not allowed to smoke in 
the hall." "But," I said, "Mother I don't smoke 
at a1l!" Her answer was "Well, if you ever do 
take up smoking you are not allowed to smoke 
here." She waddled off. 

Of course, the doyen of all was Mother 
Carew. Mother Carew was a formidable figure. 
She seldom addressed a student; we always 
got around the corner when we saw her com
ing. She always addressed one as Doctor; 
"Doctor, I think you should pay more atten
tion to your dress." Then she moved on. This 
was particularly so if you were unshaven or 
appeared on the corridors with a collar askew. 
She was a great Vincent's Hospital person and 
she it was who purchased Elm Park. Her 
vision of the hospital was bright even at that 
day. She had appointed me on the staff in 1934 
and had sent me off to Frankfurt to study 
radiology. While I was there I got a letter 
telling me that she had purchased this place 
and that the hospital would be erected within 
the next two years. I was to send her cata
logues of instruments, hospital furniture etc., 
as soon as possible. I thought I would never 
get home in time-but that was a long time 
ago! 

In our day the nurses were very strictly 
disciplined, and every effort was made to see 
that they did not meet either the students or 
house surgeons, except under strict super
vision. It was absolutely forbidden to enter the 
wards between 3.00 and 5.00 p.m., when the 
nuns were at recreation. It was equally for
bidden to visit the wards at night. Both these 
restrictions were, of course, flagrantly broken 
from time to time, with occasional dire results. 
The unfortunate nurse was usually sent home 
without any hope of appeal! Unfairly enough, 
very little punishment was meted out to the 
students or house surgeons responsible for the 
nurse's misfortune. The young nurse who came 
from the country found herself in the wards 
almost on the evening of her arrival. There 



was no preliminary training school and, of 
course, the novice was a target for fun for 
the crafty house surgeon or student who 
happened to find out that she had only just 
arrived. I can still see the small frightened 
figure with cuffs and collar (to which she was 
not accustomed) standing in the middle of 
the ward with eyes as big as saucers! It was 
not an unusual thing for the practical joker 
to approach and inform her that he was "the 
surgeon in charge of the ward" and to go 
immediately to Miss Halbert for a pair of 
"fallopian tubes!" Miss Halbert was indulgent 
"Go back to your ward, nurse, I'll see the 
young man myself." Woe betide him, if she 
did! 

"Hal" was a great matron. Although a 
strict disciplinarian she was fair in her deal
ings. She was greatly respected. "Hal" would 
fly to the protection of her nurses like a 
mother hen - should any of the staff men 
cross swords with them. I have seen her stand 
up to Mr. Kennedy like a bantam hen facing 
a turkey cock! 

The last relic of the untrained nurses in the 
old days was Josephine. Josephine was a night 
portress when I was a student. She was known 
as the "Phantom of the Opera." She had won
derful sight and could cop a wandering student 
at any distance and know his name. She had a 
familiar black cat which walked after her with 
its tail in the air. She usually held a lighted 
candle in front of her as she prowled around 
at night. It is related that on one occasion a 
certain (now very distinguished) physician in 
this city found time to dally with a nurse in 
one of the apertures of the catacombs. When 
Tosephine came on her nightly rounds, she 
heard a disturbance "I see you, Doctor; Doctor 
I see you" she said. The doctor quickly put the 
nurse behind him, waited until she was just 
opposite the alcove and then calmly blew the 
candle out. The two culprits fled to safety
before it was relighted. Josephine lived to a 
great old age and served the hospital as a night 
portress very faithfully. She was quite accus
tomed to seeing young men coming in very 
late at night, walking in their socks, and if she 
did not want to see them, her sight would 
suddenly fail her! God rest her soul. 

Many of the lay nurses in charge of the 
Homes are still in the land of the living. Miss 
Bacon, the formidable figure who ran "60" in 
my student days died many years ago. Fifi 
Kiely who governed "58"; 'Bee' Byrne who !l."an 
the Hospital Theatre and Ella Wallace who 
ran "96" Theatre are all going strong. So too, 

is Rosie Clarke, and Tessie Deegan and May 
Maguire out of "96" and many other ladies, 
whom I knew as a Staff man and who nursed 
my patients most skilfully. Some ladies, like 
Blanche Connolly, have come with us to Elm 
Park. 

Amongst the porters when I was a student 
was a gentleman called Auld Dick; and then 
there was Pat and Barney. Auld Dick was re
puted to have tremendous strength although 
he was not a very big man. I always remember 
him putting his two arms under a huge woman 
lying on the stretcher and lifting her up to 
place her on the table. "Come to me, me darlin' 
girl-you're the full of me arms of Irish love." 
Dick loved backing horses and his great de
light was to find a jockey in the wards who 
might be able to give him a bit of 'infonnation'. 
Barney's job was mostly wheeling Mrs. 
Donovan around, and sweeping out the corri
dors and the Out Patient Department. Byrne, 

MOTItE~ MARY BERNARD CAREW 

Superior General 1935-53, purchased the site 
for the New St. Vincent's Hospital, Elm Parf.. 

in 1934. 
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the Hall Porter was, ot course, a great friend 
of the~tudents andq?;ot us-out of many jams. 
Mr. H,!nley is stilf'Wlth us and is looking after 
us all.no~ at Elm Park, in his usual efficient 
way. 

Within the hospital itself an intense feeling 
of loyalty existed. We appeared to -Qe unique' 
in tpis. When I became a junior surgebn'l was 
encouraged to address most of the other" sur
geons by their christian names with the excep
tion always, of course, of the Doc Kenned~ 
and Professor Meenan, of whom we stood in . 
awe. They were very kind and helpful to us. 
We did have some differences with them in 
regard to teaching fees, but they allowed us 
to form a Clinical Association and indeed en
couraged its formation in order to study prob
lems within the hospital. Then, that sense of 
loyalty between the nuns and the staff was 
most intense at 'this time. The nuns looked 
upon the staff, particularly the junior staff, as 
part of their family and when we were growing 
up and having our children, every advent of 
a baby was considered by the nuns a matter 
for rejoicing, even in the Community Room. 
Our children were dedicated in the Hospital 
Chapel. An intense interest was taken in all 
their careers. We had to bring them in at 
Christmas time. This sense of family exists 
to the present day. 

The support and encouragement given to 
me by Mother Baptist in the early days of 
heart surgery encouraged me to keep it up 
and assured me of success. To the other staff 
men who brought in their particular advances 
the sisters were always encouraging and help-
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ful. If one needed anything in the way of 
equipment and was able to make a case for it 
one got it-although they might have to scrape 
the bottom of the barrel to get it for you. It 
is this that has made St. Vincent's what it is 
today. It is this that helped to make it the 
nucleus of the greatest hospital organisation in 
the country. The Sisters of Charity, with their 
various endeavours in Cappagh, Baldoyle, 
Temple Street, the Blind Asylum, Our Lady's 
Hospice, and the various other charitable and 
paramedical works have always had, of course, 
the loyalty of the St. Vincent's staff and they, 
in turn, have been loyal to their staff. 

Many of us feared that we would leave this 
feeling of family behind us when we left the 
old St. Vincent's on the Green. In the year or 
so since we have come to this hospital now 
at Elm Park this loyalty has not been for
gotten. It has been intensified and more 
closely knit. We have had nothing but co
operation b~tween the medical and nursing 
staffs and the Community and this co-opera
tion has strengthened the personal attention 
given by our nursing and medical staff to our 
patients. 

Something, of course, has changed and 
'changed utterly', but as Bill Doolin would 
have said "Plus c;a change-plus c'est la meme 
chose"! 

My feelings of this change to Elm Park is 
best expressed in old Parson's statement in 
the Academy after he had listened to St. 
Vincent's team producing the new work on 
Surgery of the Heart-"I am glad I have lived 
to see this day." 



D. DAY 1st NOVEMBER 1970 

KEVIN CONNOllY 

THE news of our forthcoming move to Elm 
Park leaked out in Summer, 1970. It was 

received with mild interest and much cynicism 
-we had heard that one before! After all, the 
site was bought in 1934, the building planned 
during the Second World War (optimistically), 
and for years we had been told "next year to 
the Park"-Elm, of course. 

As the months passed however, it became 
increasingly obvious that they weren't fooling 
this time. Professor Meenan and his Depart
ment had moved in in January 1969; a few 
healthy patients had been transferred from 
the Green on the 23rd January 1970, under 
the care of Dr. Fennelly and Dr. Brennan; and 
now at last the great day was in sight, on 
which the old hospital was to close its doors 
for good, and the new one to open its modern, 
shiny, all-electric bosom to the popUlace. 
Mr. Mehigan, who was in charge of the 
patients move, and his understudies, John 
Bugler and John O'Sullivan ("John the Park" 
and "John the Green" as eacn was to be in 
charge in a different hospital) kept insisting 
that provided everything was planned in ad
vance, the move itself wQuld be a non-event. 
And I suppose judging by the smoothness of 
the operation it was a non-event. But that was 
no accident of fate. Everything was planned in 
great detail and' even though Mr. Mehigan 
kept saying "not to worry" we suspect that 
the three of them had moments of doubt. At 
any rate it is no secret that they took no risks 
with their persons for a couple of months be
fore (one of them had been known to come off 
a horse on occasions and we suspect Mr. 
McHugh had told him to take no more 
chances until after 1st November). 

However, the Editor of this Annual (or 
should I say Editoress) wants some hard facts 
for posterity so let's say a few serious words 
about the big day. 

The Commissioning Executive Group, 
under the Chairmanship of Mr. McHugh set 
up a Sub-Committee to look after the patient 
intake fuHy 6 months before the move. He, 
Mr. Trotter and Mr. ~ehigan (in order to 

anticipate problems) drew up a general plan, 
based on experience elsewhere. Then the 
Patient Transfer Committee, under the Chair
manship of Mr. Mehigan, began to meet regu
larly at both hospitals and the numbers and 
variety of people attending each meeting grew 
and grew as more facets were pulled in. 

There was another Committee under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. Cantwell dealing with 
the move out of Departments and as St. 
Stephen's Green was gradually "run down" 
(an unfortunate choice of words - what we 
mean is the number of patients reduced) he 
arranged to transfer all equipment not needed 
at the Green. Bulletins and memoranda began 
to fly. A notice telling us how many days to 
D Day appeared in the front hall at the Green 
as well as Elm Park. The Department of 
Health and other organisations involved in 
emergency admissions were informed about 
our plans and D Day became a rapidly ap
proaching and very real entity. 

Sunday was chosen because there would 
be less traffic problems. No non-acute cases 
were admitted for 3 weeks before D Day. From 
10 days before the move most urgent cases 
were admitted to other hospitals. Thus on the 
day of the move there were only 73 patients 
to be transferred. 

Even though we had had a very live dress 
rehearsal on the Sunday before, there were a 
few extras to be accommodated on the day 
itself. (Incidentally I hear that Mr. Mehigan, 
Mr. O'Sullivan and Dr. Bugler had breakfast 
together the day of the dress rehearsal and I 
suspect they never went to bed the night be
fore. But the records do not show they had 
breakfasted together). 
. '. On the morning of the move, in addition to 
everyone we expected, there were a number 
of public onlookers hanging around the Green. 
There 'were TV cameras on th~ roof and every
where-else. The Press we.re there in abundance 
and Dr. C:'Meenan was trying to keep an eye 
on them both at the Green and via an under
study at Elm Park. Finally we had Radio 
Eireann at the Green in the early morning and 
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later in the day at Elm Park and emotions run
ning high as Joe Linnane spoke to Mother M. 
Paula .and other members of the staff about 
their feelings at the time of the move. Indeed 
everyone was Itouched as the photographers 
gathered and the last patient left the Green, 
the inimitable Michael Hanley, with Mother 
General besid~ him, closing the, door on 
Mother Paula and Mr. Mehigan. 

Sheila Roche who has announced her 
engagement to Mr. Laurence Ryan. 
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A very special word of praise to Mr. 
Mehigan, who deserved in fullest measure the 
gratitude of all concerned. He did trojan work 
in planning, directing, coaxing and cajoling. 
That everything went so well is a magnificent 
tribute to his work, for he w:as at hand to help 
all involved in the move whenever problems 
arose. A whole hospital transformed: And all 
without the slightest ruffling of feathers! 

Mary Gunn. who has announced her engagement 
to Mr. Thomas Toole. 



HOSP,ITAL FLASHES 

MEDICAL RECO,RDS DEPARTMENT 

The past year has been one of ohange, de
velopment and expansion, and the department 
has grown by leaps and bounds. 

Shortly before the move to Elm Park, Miss 
Margaret Reid joined our staff as Medical 
Records Officer. Although Irish born, Miss 
Reid comes to us from the U.S. She is a gradu
uate of Sacred Heart Dominican College, 
Heuston, Texas, where she obtained her B.A., 
majoring in Medical Records Science. Follow
ing graduation Miss Reid spent a year's intern
ship at St. Joseph's Hospital, Heuston, and 
then took up a five year post as Chief Record 
Librarian in St. Elizabeth's Hospital, Beau
mont, Texas. She holds active membership 
in the American Association of Medical 
Record Librarians. 

Miss Anne McLoughlin, who has been on 
the staff for almost four years, was 'appointed 
Assistant Medical Records Officer. Since her 
appointment Anne ihas joined the student 
membership of the Association of Medical 
Record Officers, attached to the Royal Sussex 
County Hospital in Brighton. We wish Anne 
every success in her future studies. 

Miss I. M. King con tin ues to lecture on 

Medical Records, which is part of t'he Ad
ministrative Course being given in Riathmines 
College. Miss King, who has a wealth of know
ledge in Medical Records Science, has been of 
tremendous assistance in the introduction 
and implementation of new methods and pro
cedures within the department. 

Sister Marie Joan continues to handle the 
admitting of patients. The number of avaikl'ble 
beds in the last year has increased to 455 with 
a corresponding number of patients being ad
mitted monthly. Sister has plenty of 'headaches 
in trying to allocate beds, make beds avaiQIa:ble 
etc., but she continues to weather the storm 
as always. 

We are glad to say that the following mem
bers of staff, Miss Phyllis Ward, Miss Teresa 
Mooney, Miss Sheila Ross, Miss Anne Tynan, 
Miss Ailis Kelly and Miss Bridie Joyce, who 
tmnsferred from St. Stephen's Green, con
tinue to give their loyal and dedicated service. 
We have weloomed, in the past year, to the 
Medical Secretariate, Mrs. C. Tubbert, Super
visor, IMiss Joan O'Reilly, Miss Marian Dwyer, 
Mrs. R. O'Connor, Miss Gel'laldine Scanlon, 
Mrs. D. Carew, Miss Anne Brown and Mis8 
Geraldine Mangan. These secretaries are pro
viding a transcription service to all clinical 

1. to r. : Geraldine Mangan, Anthony Carroll, ~Il{le Newman, Marte 
McGauran, Anne McLaughlin, Anne Browne, Miss M .. Reid, Bernadette 

Dowling, Mary Moran and Deirdre .O'Brien. 
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specialties. The dictation equipment includes 
the Nyematic System, which enables medical 
staff to dictate from any WIard or clinic area 
at any time of the day or night. We welcome to 
the Clinical Secretariate, Miss Bernadette 
Dowling, Miss Anne Newman, Miss Frances 
McGuirk and Miss Bernadette Boland who 
have been working as secretaries in the clinic 
area of the Outpatient Department and have 
relieved the nursing staff of many clerical 
duties. 

Mrs. Marie McGauran has joined us in the 
Statistics Office. She is responsible for the 
statistical analysis of patient attendances for 
in-patients, outpatients land all diagnostic and 
treatment departments. She prepares this in
rormation and submits it to the consultant 
staff. Mr. Tony Carroll has joined us in the 
Addressograph Office. Here mechanical docu
mentation is being introduced through em
bossed metal plates containing patients' iden
tifioation particulars. The system is opera
tional in the Outpatients Department at the 
moment and it is hoped it will be introduced 
to the wards in the near future. We also wel
come Miss Noel,l~ McCann and Mrs. Boyd 
Barrett to the Admissio,n Office; Mrs. Violet 
Phillips, Mrs. Cat\terine Barry and Miss Bridie 
Forde to the Accid.ent and Emergency Depart
ment; Miss Mary Moran to the Central Re
cords Office :and Miss Noeleen Rogan to the 
Outpatients Department. Disease and opera-
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L. to r. : Miss M. Reid, 
Sr. M. Joan, 
Miss Therese Mooney. 

tion indexing is being carried out by Miss 
Anne Tynan who has been specially trained 
for this work. The coding is based on the 
Internationa,l Classification of Diseases and is 
forwarded to the Medical Socilal Research 
Board where it is processed and fed into a 
computer. Quarterly prints of the information 
are returned to the hospital. An entirely new 
medical records library has been provided. 
This is a filing area of 66,000 square feet and 
will accommodate 100,000 case notes. A 
simple, speedy and accurate method of filing, 
known as Terminal Digit, based on a mathe
maticai principle, is used for the filing of case 
notes. 

Many secretaries in other areas, such as 
x-ray and pathology, function within the over
all framework of the Medical Records Depart
ment, and have greatly contributed towards its 
development. 

We congratulate Miss S. Sweeney on her 
marriage to Mr. M. McCambridge, l<ind 
Bernadette Dowling on her engagement to Mr. 
Paul Denny. 

We said goodbye to Miss Anne Duffy, who 
has decided to make nursing her career. Anne 
will enter the St. Vincent's School 'Of NurSling 
in September Of this year. Deirdre Fagan has 
left us to complete her studies and hopes to 
make medicine her career, and Anne Long
more has gone to the U.S. We wish '3'11 of them 
every success in the future. 



FATHER PAT FARNAN 

(Photo : Lafayette) 

Father Patrick Farnan was Chaplain to St. 
Vincent's Hospital in St. Stephen's Green 
from February 1968, and at Elm Park until his 
transfer to the Parish of St. Anthony's, Clon-
tarf, in June 1971. . 

During his time at St. Vincent's, Father 
Farnan was held in the highest esteem by all. 
As a priest he carried out his duties with 
efficiency, cheerfulness and a true devoutness. 
His devotion to the sick was truly admirable. 
It did not matter when his services were called 
upon, whether by day or by night, he was 
always available, always his patient, unselfish, 
cheerful self. 

FATHER PAUL CLOONAN 

We welcome Rev. P. P. Cloonan who has 
come tQ replace Rev. Patrick Farnan. 

Father Cloonan entered Blackrock College 
as a schoolboy in September 1918. He entered 
Kimmage Manor in September 1923, and was 
ordained a priest in June 1932. Since then, he 
has travelled extensively. In September 1933, 
he left for Nigeria-and was parish priest in 
Emekuku. In September 1968~ when the 
"federal trQops" over-ran the paris~ this whole 
area had to be abandoned. After a short stay 
in Ireland he went to the Diocese of Trenton, 

. '-p.S.A., for one year. His immense' experience 
wj1l be of great advantage to our h9spital and 
we ar~ sure that his stay with us will be both 
fruitful ~nd happy. 
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Ireland's oldest priest, 103-year-old Very Rev. 
Michael Traynor, formerly pardsh priest of 

Dunlavin, Co. Wicklow, is instructed by 
Sr. C. Teresa to opemte a scooter. 

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY --
The decision to create a Department of 

Psychiatry at St. Vincent's Hospital, Elm 
Park, is a significant step forward for psy
chiatry in Ireland. It is a response to several 
trends and needs in modern life and particu
larly in medical and nursing education. The 
Department of Psychiatry, Elm Park, has 12 
beds for both male and female patients. It is 
pleasantly located on the ground filoor as part 
of St. John's w.ard. It provides treatment for 
acute short term disorders. The staff in()ludes 
two consultative psychiatrists, three junior 
medical staff in training, three staff nurses, 
five student nurses, a part-time occupational 
therapist and part time socia~ worker. Addi
tional services provide three out-patient ses
sions per week and a consultation service to 
patients in all other departments of 1:!he hos
pital. The Department is taking an active role 
in undergraduate education and also provides 
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training posts for doctors specialising in psy
chiatry and participating in the combined 
universities post graduate programme. 

The Department at St. Vincent's is a par
ticularly suitable setting for the development 
of what today is referred t'O as the 'Therapeutic 
Milieu'. The essential elements of this 
approach are to provide not only the full range 
of physical and psychopharmacol'Ogical treat
ments but to create an atmosphere III the unit 
which will encourage patients both by in
dividual and group psychotherapy to work out 
with confidence their psychological conflicts, 
immature attitudes and other 'Obstacles to 
greater personal and interpersonal harmony. 
This requi'res a team appr'Oaoh with doctor, 
nurse, occupational therapist and social wor
ker, co-ordinating their understanding and 
approaoh to each patient's highly individual 
illness and personality. 

DEPARTMENT OF CARDIOLOGY 
It was a strenuous and successful year for 

the Department of Cardiology. The m'Ove to 
Elm Park was made in early November 1970, 
without curtaIling the services of the Coronary 
Care Unit or the EeG Department. At first 
the coronary unit was lodged in a six-bedded 
ward in St. Paul's, but the specially designed 
area fior coronary care was opened in July of 
1971. 

Sister Maeve Baynes receives her prize (the Elizabeth 
O'Farrell Gold Medal 1970) from Miss B. O'Reilly 
Matron, at the National Maternity Hospital, Dublin. 



The new unit has a number of features of 
interest. It is designed on the open plan, so 
that sick and potentially anxi'Ous patients do 
not find themselves to'O isolated. It has a 
specially designed and equipped nurses' 
station and con sol. Twelve beds are included 
in the coronary care unit, each having a bed-· 
side monitor with an extension to a large multi
channel monitor in the nurses' station. Furuher 
extensi'Ons lead to the residents' and the car
diologist's offices, so that the condition of 
each patient in the unit is known to the medi
cal and nursing staff at all times. 

Miss Valerie Feehan remains in charge of; 
the cardriac department and she is assisted 
by staff nurses Loughrey, McInerney, Kenny 
and Deasy. Miss Leavy left us in September to' 
work in the field of coronary care in the 
United States. 

The design and installation of the elaborate 
electric equipment was supervised by our 
electronic engineer, Mr. Dermot Rogers. Mr. 
Rogers was promoted in September 1971 to 
Assistant Director of the Engineering Depart· 
ment of the hospital. He has been attached 
to the coronary care unit for nearly five years 
and almost since it was opened in 1966. His 
departure will be a loss to us, but at least he 
has established a good tradition of service on 
uhe electronic side. 

Miss Parker of the medical social workers' 
department was a tremendous help during the 
year and Miss Vivien Shine supervised the 
dietary needs 'Of the patients. Our congratu
lations and best wishes go out to Miss Shine, 

Mr. & Mrs. P. Dale with Mother M. Canisius. 
Mr. Dale was Hospital Engineer for three years 
and has now left for a new appointment in Chester. 

DR. & MRS. JOHN DONOHOE 

now Mrs. Brian Reid, on the occasion of her 
marriage last September. 

The Cardiac Department in conjunction 
with the nursing school of the hospital has 
started intensive courses in coronary care, and 
in cardiopulmonary resuscitation for nurses. 
Two such courses are held every year and each 
course lasts fior 26 weeks: v;arj,ous members 
of the medical, nursing and technical staff are 
concerned with the teaching sesllions and it is 
intended to issue a diploma in; resuscitation 
and coronary care to each nurse who success-

, . fully completes a course. 
'" The ECG Department, like the Cardiac 
Department, ,is situated on the gr'Ound floor 
of th,e hospital. Miss Mary O'Keeffe and Miss 
Brenda Gray continue to staff the department 
and they,are now joined in a fulltime capacity 
by Miss Mary Grace as seoretary. More than 
8,500 EOG's were performed during the first 
year in the hospital, and this figure cotJ.!inues 
to rise. The good design and exceUeI}t llayout 
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of the new department compensates for the 
greatly increased volume of work which the 
staff is . d9ing. • 

The 'research activitieS' of. the department 
continlled during the year. Ol}-e of the main 
interests of~his work is an investigation into 
the efficiency of secondary prevention of 
patients with coronary heart disease. More 
than 400 patients under 60 years who have 
recovered from a coronary attack are >being 
followed for a period up to 10 years to deter
mine the effect of treating abnormal choles
terol and blood pressure states, and of chango' , 
ing smoking and eating habits. PreHminary 
results have already been reported at meetings 
and in journals at home and abroad, and this 
research work, which is being supported by 
The Medical Research Council of Ireland and 
by private industry, will continue over another 
ten years at least. 

The research programme also includes the 
study of the rehabilitation of patients with 
coronary heart disease. The rehabi.litation 
programme which has been organised at St. 
Vincent's HospitJal has been reported at a 
number of international meetings, and the 
results show that our patients have had a 
better and quicker return to work experience 
than' patients studied in . other countries 
abroad. Our rehabilitation programme has 
attracted the attention of the World Health 
Organisation and other international agencies, 
and representatives of the research team were 
invited to a speoial meeting of WHO at Prague 
in October 1971, to describe the St. Vincent's 
Hospital results, and to make recommendra
tions on an international programme for the 
rehabilitation of patients. 

Nearly 100 papers have now been published 
in the Irish and international medkal press 
by the research team in the oardiac depart
ment. 

The following were members of the research 
team during 1971: 

Director: 
Dr. R. Mulcahy. 

Senior Research Associate: 
Dr. Noel Hickey. 

Research Social Worker: 
Miss N aidi Coghlan. 

Research Assistant: 
Miss Chris O'Doherty, S.R.N. 

Secretary: 
Miss Nancy Grogan. 

Biochemist: 
Mr. Robert McFarlane. 
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Miss Coghltan is now in the Department of 
Social Medi~ine at St. Kevin's Hospital. She 
played a vital role in the organisation of our 
follow-up and secondary pl'evention research 
programme 1n the first five years and was 
closely concerned in the design and initiation 
of this programme. 

The research unit works in collaboration 
with the Department of Medicine in Wood
view, The Computer Laboratory at University 
College, Dublin, 'and with the statistical unit 
of the Department of Preventive Medicine. 
Queen's University, Belfast. 

DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY 
The maj'or event of the year was, of course, 

the completion of the move to Elm Park. As 
a large portion of the DepMtment had been 
in the new hospita,l for some time, the change 
was -less traumatic for us than for some other 
departments. Once the move was completed. 
the staff settled down rapidly in new sur
roundings and took advantage of the greatly 
increased space land improved facilities now 
available. The increased bed complement has 
meant a marked expansion of the volume of 
work, and a number of new staff appointments 
were made to help cope with this. 

During the year we welcomed Dr. Donough 
Murphy as Registrar, :and Drs. Brenda 
Meenan; Denis D' Auria and Sean McCann as 
Senior House Officers. Don Mullahy came as 
SeIlJior Teohnolo~ist in charge of the Blood 
Bank, and Anthony Hughes as 'a biochem~st. 
Renee Hoctor, George Pattison, Sarah Keery 
land Marie McBryan joined the technical staff; 
and Joan MulvihHI, Barbara Cox and Valerie 
Bergin provide new help on the secretarial 
side. Our new phlebotomists include Katherine 
Sandys and Beatrice Smythe. 

Naturally, we had some losses, too. Dr 
Margorie Harte-Barry completed her term of 
[appointment in June, 1971. She was greatly 
missed, but has returned on seveml occasions 
to act as locum consultant. Freda Walsh, our 
Senior Secretary for a number of years, 
resigned; and Tony Lancaster and Ann 
Redmond of the technical staff, left for pro
motion e'lsewhe.re. Mary Stavely land Caroline 
Walsh, other members of the technical staff, 
went to the United States. Among the phle
botom~sts, Mary Lantos and Finola Kilfeather 
resigned. 
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Many members of the staff achieved 
academic success during the year, and we 
must congratul1ate Dr. Liam O'Connell on 
being awarded the M.D. Don Mullahv obtained 
the Fdlowship of the Institute of Medical 
Laboratory Technology, while Maura Mans
field, Patricia McMahon, Eugene Crummy 
and Thomas Cleary became Associates. 
Plauline Wilkes gained the Diploma in Medical 
Laboratory Sciences, and Hazel Malcolm, Ann 
Redmond, Mary Stavely and Caroline Wal~h 
got the Certificate in Medical Laboratory 
Sciences. Mr. P. O'Connor, our senior Mor
tuary Attendant, obtained the Certificate in 
Mortuary Technology Gnd Hygiene of the 
Royal Institute of Public Health and Hygiene, 
one of the first awarded in this country. 

Professor P. N. Meenan completed his term 
of office as President of the Royal Zoological 
Society of Ireland. He was appointed Chair
man of the Hospital Board. He acted as Extern 
EXl3miner in Microbiology in the Universities 
of Dublin and Bristol. He was appointed 
Chairman of f1he Joint Services Committee on 
the Zoonoses. He was elected to the first Stand
ing Committee of the Royal College of Patho
logists in the Republic of Ireland. He v,i&ited 
India for a second time as WHO Consultant 
in Medical Education, and attended the Inter
national Congress of Infectious Diseases in 
Vienna, where he 'read a paper on anti-viral 
cO'mpounds. He attended meetings of the Asso
ciation of Clinical Pathologists and the PathO'
IO'gical Society in the United KingdO'm, and 
was lappointed to the MicrO'biology Committee 
O'f the A.C.P. He published papers on the in
cidence of Q fever in the Republic of Ireland 
and a study of occupational brucellosis, both 
in the Journal of the Irish Medical Association. 

Dr. R. P. Towers was elected to' the Council 
of the Irish SO'ciety for Gastro-Enterology and 
to the Council of the Medico-Legal Society 
of Ireland. He was elected President of the 
Irish Branch of the Guild of Mortuary Tech
nology and Administmtion. He was elected 
to the General Purposes Committee of the 
Royal College Physicians of Ireland, and re
elected Honorary Secretary of the Patholo
gists' Group of the Irish Medical Association. 
He was re-appO'inted Examiner in Clinical 
Pathology to the Royal College of Surgeons 
in Ireland, and was elected a member of the 
first Standing Committee O'f the Royal CoUege 
O'f Pathologists in the Republic of Ireland. He 
attended a meeting of the Association of 
Clinical Pathologists in London and a Sym
posium on Liver Diseases at the Royal Free 

Hospital, London. With Professor P. Fitz
Gerald, Dr. D. E. Cantwell and Mr. T. V. 
Keaveney, he presented a paper on Gastric 
Leiomyoma to the Irish Society of Gastro
Enterology. He was a joint author of papers on 
Sarc'Oidosis of the Hypothalamus, published in 
"Hormones", and on the diagnosis of Granu
lomatous Hepatitis, pub lis h e din the 
"Quarterly Journal of Medicine." 

Dr. Dam O'Connell, Haematologist to the 
hospital for many years, formally became a 
member of the consultant staff of the Depart
ment, shortly after the move to Elm Park. Thus 
has had the enormous advantage of linking 
all the haematol'Ogy done in the hospitul into 
one unit with resulting benefits of several 
kinds. He attended the International Congress 
O'f Haematology in New York and spent some 
time afterwards in Harvard and Tufts U niver
sity Medicall Schools. He was awarded la C'Oun
cil 'Of Europe Fellowship, visiting Berne to 
study blood fractionation. 

Miss M. Doolin, our PrinCIpal Biochemist, 
was re-elected Chairman 'Of the Association of 
Clinical Bioohemists in Ireland. She was 
elected Hon. Treasurer of f1he Federation of 
Professional AssociatiO'ns. She attended la 
meeting on Laboratory Safety organised by 
the Association of Clinical Biochemistry in 
London, in January 1971, and took part in 
an Advanced Course for Clinical Biochemists 
at Clinical Research Centre, Northwick PGrk, 
London, in July 1971. 

Mr. E. J. Dempsey, our Chief Technologist, 
was appointed Chairman of the Dublin Branch 
of the Institute of Medical Laboratory Tech
nology. He is the Organising Examiner to the 
Institute in Bacteriology, and also examines 
in the DipJ.oma in Medical Laboratory Sciences 
under the auspices of the Department of 
Education. He attended the Triennial Con
ference of the Institute of Mep.ical Laboratory 
Technology in Aberdeen. 

Apart from professional activities. our staff 
has not been idle! Mr. Dempsey won the 

. ,Belfast Perpetual Golf Trophy at the Institute 
Meeting in ~berdeen land followed this iby 
winning the Intermediate Curragh Scratch 
Cup a couple of weeks later. This brought his 
handicap down with a bang. Hazel Malcolm 
won the'Leinster Junior Table Tennis Cham
pionship an.d also represented Leinster in 
minor interprovincial badminton. 

Mary Kirk, one of our biochemists, visited 
Bast Africa, while Colette Hatton, a member 
of the teohnical staff, who· is a'll active Guide 
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A Group of Sisters with Mother M. Canisius on the steps of the Convent. 

Captain, took a party of Guides to Italy in 
1970, during which she succeeded in falling 
into the Grand Canal in Venice. In August 
1971 she took 39 Guides to Austria, and 
survived to tell the tale. George Pattison also 
brought la party of scouts to Scotland and 
reached home again safely. 

Our congratulations to Mrs. Barbara 
Murray (nee Halpin), biochemist, on her 
marriage to Mr. Niall Murray, the well-known 
tenor. She is also a noted singer. Maire 
O'Sullivan was married to Mr. R. McCarthy, 
and receives our good wishes. She is a phle
botomist, and her father, Dr. M. O'Sullivan, 
of Derry, is an 'Old Vincent's man. We also 
congratulate ,Margaret Mansfield on her en
gagement, and Eugene Crummy on his. 

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT 
After the first intake of patients in the Elm 
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Park hospital, it was necessary to' extend the 
services from the Green. Mrs. McInerney kept 
the home fires burning-thus leaving Sister 
Carmel Mary free to attend to the problems 
of the patients in Elm Park from 9th March 
1970. By this time a second floor had been 
opened. In October Miss Parker joined the 
staff and took over 'One Wiard. The big move 
took place on 1st November 1970. 

On the 30th OctDber Mrs. Carron, Mrs. 
McInerney and our Secretary, Miss Doran, 
brought allil the bits and pieces from the Green. 
The Social Welfare Offices there were then 
closed forever and ever. It was not without 
regret that we tore up our roots to give our 
attention to the ohallenging work ahead. 

The Socia'l Wel1iaJ"e Department here 'is 
located near the entrance door to the Out
Patient Department. We have four offices, a 
students' room, a waiting bay and a secretary 
cum filing room, where our efficient secretary, 



Miss Noreen Coyle, works. Each social worker 
is attached to certain cQnsultants and follQWS 
their patients through when admitted to hos
pital. It has been our custom over the years to 
see aU patients recommended for admission. 

We have discov'ered that most patients .on 
entering hospital have problems, and there is 
universally a degree of fear, which has not 
lessened in this era of affluence. At this stage 
some need time and support to discuss their 
problems, whether they are of a practical 
nature or more deeply rooted. A proportion of 
patients need much assistance while in hospi
tal, the co-operation of their families is .often 
a vital part of their pltan fQr after-care, and 
the social worker may be the link between 

the family .outside the hospital and the patient. 
Where there is a natiQnal problem one 

cannot find an easy solution, but helping 
patients to change their attitudes to illness 
and its consequences, whether pel sonal, or one 
.of the immediate or extended family, is a time 
consuming role. Statutory and voluntary 
services have to be tapped and the social 
worker in her training and practice must make 
herself famiHar with them, and know when, 
where and how to 'apply them. Our function 
is to help people to help themselves. We work 
as members of a team-and our usefulness de
pends .on the awareness of the various dis
ciplines in contact with the patient, to alert us. 

Nurse Angela Daly of St. Vincent's Hospital, Dublin, says good luck to Tim Philips and 
Vyrell Mitchell who piloted the Irish Hospitals' Sweepstakes sponsored SUPER BIRD 
in the London to Victoria,B.C. International Air Race. The SUPER BIRD ephomized the 
colossal £2{)O,OOO SUPER PRIZE in every Irish Sweep. 
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GROUP .oF FINAL NURSES - MAY '71 

with their Tutor, Sister Mgt. Vincent. 

PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 

The Personnel Department is a department 
with a difference. It is unique in the sense that 
it did not go through the traumatic experience 
of having to "drag up its roots from the Green". 
On the contrary it was planted, watered and 
brought to an interesting stage of growth by 
our efficient Miss I. M. King and Co. 

In August 1970, Mr. B. V. Lea was 
appointed Personnel Officer. His appointment 
is the first .of its kind in an Irish hospital and 
h~s entrance into hospitJal life has pleased us 
very much. Weare gr<:tteful to Miss I. M. 
King and Sister M. Colombiere who at this 
stage took up duty in other departments. Sister 
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(Photo Godson) 

Mary Vianney remained to add her driving 
force in her new role as Assistant Pers'Onnel 
Officer. 

Norma McDonnell continued to pound the 
typewriter in her own inimitable fashion, and 
in July, Mary O'Keeffe arrived, with inVlalu
able experience from the Coombe hospital. 

Norma McDonnell, who has been with the 
Department since those first infant steps in 
January 1970, is getting married in September 
next D.V. While with her go best wishes of 
many for her health and happiness in the com
ing years, we are indeed delighted that she 
will be resuming duty in the latter part of 
September. 



PHARMACY DEPARTMENT 

Staff: 
Miss M. Fitzpatrick, M.P.S.l. 

(Senior Pharmacist) 
Mrs. N. Fitzgerald, M.P.S.I. 
Mrs. M. Lambe, M.P.S.l. 
Leaving the Green was not a pleasant ex

perience. Nevertheless, we set out ~or Elm 
Park hopeful of pushing towards better things. 
To say our hopes were realised is the under
statement of the year. Modern phraseology 
terms this "human satisfaction". The Phar
macy here is much more spacious than in the 
Green. The facilities provided enable us tQ aim 
at economic efficiency S'O obviously essential. 

During t'he past six months we had several 
groups of v'isitors from home and abroad, who 

admired and were very impressed with our 
m'Odern pharmacy. The interes.ting feature 'Of 
the department is that we have eliminated the 
clinical appearance and have given it an attrac
tive decor. This well-worth-while aohievement 
was accomplished by many ways-and-means. 
A major part was played by the pharmaceu
tical firms, who presented us with beautiful 
and expensive gifts, including a travelling 
grant to our senior pharmacist. 

DIETETIC DEPARTMENT 

Chief Dietitian: Miss DeI! McKenna 
Dietitians: Miss Viv,ien Shine, Miss Marie 

Tuffy, Miss Mary Maloney, Miss Oonagh 
Connolly. 

Rev. Mother General and Sr. Marie Theresa take a preview of the 1969 S.V.H. Annual. 
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GROUP OF 2nd YEAR NURSES who did Preliminary Examinations in May 1971, with Miss M. Bourke. 

During the past year the Dietetic Depart
ment has had many changes. Marie Tuffy who 
trained here as a student, returned from the 
City Hospital, Belfast. 

Vivien Shine volunteered to open the 
Dietetic Department in Elm Park. She paved 
the way for the rest of us when we moved 
lock, stock Gnd barrel from the Green on 
November 1st. Vivien has since joined Dr. 
Mulcahy's specia1ised unit in the Cardiac De
partment. 

Pat Vahey left us in September; she is now 
sporting he. talents in Munich. 

Mary Maloney was lured by us from the 
London Hospital. 

Geraldine Banim, who was with us for a 
short time is now in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospital, Drogheda. She has recently an
nounced her engagement to Luke McGuirk. 

Oonagh Connolly joined us in April from 
the Ulster Hospital, Dundonald, Belfast. 
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Miss McKenna attended the British Dietetic 
Association Refresher Course in Warwick 
University, Coventry. She was re-elected the 
Secretary of the Irish Dietetic Association. 
The Annual Diabetic Ohildrens' Holiday 
organised by the Diabetic Association was 
held in Gormanston College, where diets were 
supervised by Miss Mary Maloney. 

The efficient management of the diet kitchen 
continues in the capable hands of Miss Roche, 
who with the helpful assistance of our entire 
specia[ised food service staff, consistently en
sures that the large number of patients on 
special diets are well looked after. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
A NEW HOME AND NEW PEOPLE 

The accounts staff have moved from St. 
Stephen's Green to a new home at Elm Park 



and have been joined by new staff. We are now 
eighteen and a formidable people in bright 
busy offices trying to assist patients and staff 
and record :and control everything that hap
pens at Elm Park. 

NEW WAYS 
Recording and controlling 1200 people and 

450 beds requires a lot of help, so we are 
using new ways and more complicated 
machinery. 

OLD WAYS 
J ill Purcell and John Shiel both took the 

rosy path of matrimony, and Mary Gaughran 
is now the proud mother of a bonny 'boy, Brian. 

St. Stephen's Green hasn't been forgotten 
but the stories become more and more nos
talgic as the future becomes more demand
ing and exciting. We are looking forward to 
learning ski'lls to solve new problems . 

PHYSIOTHERAPHY DEPARTMENT 
The past year has been an eventful and 

exciting one in our department, in more ways 
than one. In March 1970 the Dublin Branch of 
the Chartered Society of Physiotheraphy held 
their Nationa[ Congress in the Physiotheraphy 
Department in Elm Park. This was a very well 
·attended meeting and all the delegates ex
pressed their appreciation of the facilities 
which Mother Canis ius very kindly made 
available to us. 

In July 1970, Anne McGarry married John 
Costigan, and worked until Nov~mber. Prior 
to the final departure from the Green. we had 
a farewell sherry party in the department. Gnd 
moved to Elm Park on 1st November 1970. 

In August 1970, our Superintendent Phy
siotherapist, Joy Byrne, married Dr. Denis 
O'Farrell, and remained with us until the ap
pointment of Bridie Barrett as our new Super
intendent; she returned from Canada to take 
up the position on 1st February 1971. 

Pat Tyrrell married Ian Donald in June 
1971, and leaves in September to take up a 
senior post at the Rotunda. Our senior physio
therapist on the orthopaedic service, Stephanie 
Barry, left in July to work in Tullamore. 

Teresa Redmond's marriage to Anselm 
Mulligan is arranged for September, after 
which she will remain on the staff. 

Our staff is now happily settled in our new 
department, and are pleased that the change
over from the Green was achieved so easily. 

Mary Daly who has announced her engagement 
to Mr. Jim McElwee. 

APPOINTMENTS 
We welcome the following to our perma

nent staff: 
Assistant to the Professor of Medicine: Th'. 

Andrew G. Heffernan, M.D., M.Sc. Physician. 
Consultant Physician (with special interest 

in Department of Respiratory Medicine): Dr. 
Muiris X. M. FitzGerald, M.R.C.P., M.R.C.P.I. 

Consultant Physician in Nuclear Medicine: 
Dr. George J. Duffy, M.D., B.Sc., M.R.C.P.I. 

ISurgeon (Assistant to the Professoc of 
Surgery) : Mr. A. A. R. Dennis, M.Ch., 
F.R.C.S., F.R.C.S.I. 

, ConsU'ltant Neurologist: Dr. Edward Martin, 
M.D., F.R.C.P.I., M.R.C.P. 

Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr. J. M. 
Sheehap, M.Sc., F.R.C.S.!. 

Mr. ~T. V. Keaveny, M.Ch., F.R.C.S.I., 
F.R.c.S.Ea 

Mr. Johnny O'Sullivan, M.Ch., F.R.C.S., 
F.R.C.S.I., has been appointed Surgeon to St. 
Catherine's Hospital, Tralee, Co. Kerry. We 
wish him every success. 
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RADIOLOGY DEPART~ENT 

Dr., Cantwell cO)ltinue~ as--Honorary Sec
retary to the Boa~~of Jhe.. faculty of Radiol
ogjsts in the Royal College of Surgeops, and as 
a council "member of the Radiolegical Society 
of Ireland. . " 

He was host to the "Twenty-five Radiolog
ical Visiting Club" when it came to'Dublin in 
May 1970, ~he year he also visited Guy:~ Hos
pital and the Royal Post-Graduate Hospital, 
Hammersmith, to see modern techniques, 

Dr. Hourihane gave a lecture with Dr. 'so 
Doyle in the l.M.A. Post-Graduate course 
entitled ".e-.bnormalities of the upper gastro
intestinal tract". He also gave a short paper 
to the Faculty of Radiology on Lymphography 
in malignant disease. 

At a joint meeting of the Irish Gastro
enterological Society and the section of Med
icine of the Academy, he read a communica
tion on the Radiology of the abdominal fat
lines. 

Radiology Secretarial Staff: 
Miss Joan Mulvihill resigned from the Staff 

, 
of the Radiological department in April 1971, 
to go to Pathology. She was seven years in 
the department and we were very sad to see 
her go. 

Miss Terri Whelan announced her engage
ment to Mr. Shay O'Neill. 

Misses Ann Kerins, Eilish Malone, Michelle 
Millard and Mrs. Molloy, joined the Secretar
ial staff. 

Miss Marion O'Neill came in April 1971, as 
the new Secretary/Supervisor having served 
12 years in the Good Samaritan Hospital, 
West Palm Beach, Florida. All the staff wish 
her every success in her new post. 

The Secretarial Staff of the X-Ray Depart
ment is Miss O'Neill, Supervisor; Miss 
Whelan; Miss Meagher; Miss Malone; Miss 
Millard; Mrs. Molloy. 

Miss Kerins has resigned to join the Bank. 

Engagemen ts : 
We have pleasure in announcing the follow

ing €'n)?agements: Mary Ryan to Dr. E. 
Murphy; Emily Ryan to Dr. J. Kelly; Mary 
Daly to Mr. J. McElwee, M.P.S.l. 

Mr. T. Brien, Hospital ·Physicist, with a group of 1st Year Students. 
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"Practical Room" 
Miss U. Fennelly 

demonstrates 
Radiographies 

to students. 

Miss F . Murray. 
Final Student, at work in the 
"Radiographic Dark Room." 

'. 
" 

Final Radiography Students 
(1. to r.) Misses F. Murray, 
F. Harrington and 
V. Whitney relax. 
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We send felicitations to Mrs. Rothschild 
on the arrival of her baby daughter. 

Congratulations to Dr. J oqn Daly who was 
successful in attaining the D.M.R.D. in March, 
and on being appointed Registrar. 

Also to Dr. D. Ormond who ha's :passed the 
D.M.R.D., Part I. " 

Schobl of Radiography ' . 
The following students passed M.S.R. 'Part 

I, and Final examinations held in October 
1970. ' 

M.S.R., Part I 
Misses Marie Coen, Marguerite Dicker, 

Gabrielle Harding, Finola Harrington, Barbara 
King, Frances Murray, Mary Sheahan, Valerie 
Whitney. 

M.S.R. Final. 
Misses Mary Daly, Maria Donlon, Valerie 

Lendrum, Barbara Murphy, Carol Ryan, Mary 
F. Ryan, Mary Smith, Ann Smyth. 

Dr. Marie MacCormac lectures physiology to a group of 1st Year (Radiography) Students. 

APPOINTMENT OF MATRON 

CONGRATULATIONS to Sister M. Ignatius 
on her appointment as Matron to St. 

Vincent's Hospital on 4th August 1971. Sister 
has succeeded Sister Frances Rose who was 
elected Superior General of the Congregation 
after a short term in office as Matron. 

On the opening of the new hospital in Nov
ember 1970, Sister was appointed Unit Nurs
ing Officer, the nursing services at Elm Park 
having been plal;med on the Salmon structure 
for trained staff. We wish Sister M. Ignatius 
every success in ~er new appointment as 
Principal Nursing Officer and are confident 
that she wiIl continue the high standard set by 
her predecessors in this field. 
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Off-duty time for L. to R.; Nurses M. Duffy, P. O'Sullivan, E. Murphy, D. McDarby. 

Paddy and Mary Gaughran (nee Monaghan) with 
their son Brian (aged 9 months). 

Dr. Brenda Meenan who was married recently to 
Dr. Bill Quinlan. 
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NEW SECRETARY 

Welcome to Sister Francis Joseph, our new 
Hospital, Secretary. She, of course, needs no 
introductlon to most, but has be~n away from 
St. Vincem's for a number of years. Recently 
she returned from Zambia where she estab
lished and successfulfy developed fh~ Modern , ~ 

OBITUARY 

OLIVE TIERNEY S.R.N. 

Everyone connected with St. Vincent's Hos
pital will have been shocked to learn of the 
unexpected death of Olive Tierney, who for 
many years faithfully provided a great service 
in various fields. Olive will always be remem
bered for her graciousness, loyalty and untir
ing efforts on behalf of others; and in all the 
branches of administration to whicli she gave 
such efficient and unstinted devotion. If those 
of us, who regret her passing, can follow her 
example of providing such skill and kindness 
so unobtrusively, her life's work will not have 
been in vain. 

Blanche V. Connolly. 
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Arthur Davidson Hospital in Ndola. Her 
period as Matron of that hospital, together 
with her time as Matron and Rectress of the 
Orthopaedic Hospital, Kilcreene, has provided 
her with unique experience which will prove 
of untold value in her new appointment. We 
look forward to working with her in this new 
venture. 

AN APPRECIATION 

BETTY BANNON R.I.P. 

What can one say about a friend who has 
gone to God after a lifetime of hard work for 
mankind. 

To her many friends the death of Betty 
Bannan came as a shock even though we had 
known that she had been in indifferent health 
for some time. We had hoped that her great 
spirit and zest for life would give her many 
more years to carryon her good works. 

Whenever a need for assistance came her 
way she never hesitated to help. In her work 
she spent herself for her patients. With casual 
acquaintances, or even with absolute strangers 
in trouble, she speedily got wheels turning to 
solve their problems. 

Betty had a very great love for St. Vincent's. 
From the first day of training until her death, 
she never once ceased to work for the hospital. 
One could say although she did not work in it, 
she was very much of it. 

Her very many friends will ever remember 
her words of wisdom and consolation in time 
of need. She who had an outstanding love for 
the Wounded Soldier of Christ sought to 
imitate Him in carrying her own illness and 
the troubles of others. May she now reap the 
benefit of her oharitable life. 

Mary O'Keeffe. 



RIDING THE FRANCHISE 
F. O. C. MEENAN 

ST. VINCENT'S Hospital on the lireen was 
built on ground that was an integral part of 

the history and development of the city of 
Dublin. The new St. Vincent's is built on no 
less historic grounds and the land surrounding 
it has also played a particular part in the his
tory of Co. Dublin during medieval times. As 
is well known the grounds belonged to the 
Fitzwi1liams of Meryon and subsequently 
passed through intermarriage to the Earls of 
Pembroke. The old historic castle of the 
Fitzwilliams was sited just beside the chapel 
in St. Mary's School. It was the main home 
of the Fitzwilliams for many years; there is 
now no trace of it. In medieval times there was 
a route via Donnybrook which the citizens 
of Dublin took when they wanted to travel 
to Blackrock. There was an old field path and 
double ditch that started at Seaview Terrace 
and went across the lands of Nutley emerging 
at the Rock Road at old Merrion churchyard. 
This route was particularly important because 
it marked one of the limits of the franchise 
of the municipality of Dublin. Old maps of 
Dublin particularly Taylor's Map of 1816 and 
Duncan's Map of 1821 show very clearly this 
double ditch and path running just exactly 
behind Elm Park grounds and then behind 
St. Mary's where it entered on ·to the Rock 
Road. 

In medieval times there took place yearly 
the ceremony of riding the franchise. The Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors of the city 
of Dublin processed in state from out the 
Dame Gate riding past the Priory of All Saints, 
now Trinity College, to Ringsend. Then they 
advanced to near the present Poolbeg where 
they sent a yeoman to fling a dart into the 
sea to mark the admiralty- jurisdiction of the 
Corporation. From this point they rode to 
Blackrock. There the city sheriffs of the day 
held a court. From Blackrock this procession 
proceeded along the line of the present Rock 
Road until it came to the old Merrion chapel 
and churchyard. They then turned up into 
the fields and made their way to Simmons
court along the ancient route. Approximately 
halfway along this route on the right hand 

side when facing the city of Dublin, there was 
an old well, the well of the Blessed Virgin. 

In December 1892, Dr. G. T. Stokes accom
panied by a distinguished antiquarian Mr. 
James Mills, proceeded to investigate the lines 
of the route taken by the Lord Mayor and 
Councillors in medieval times and to see how 
much of it still existed. At Merrion church
yard they turned up the lane which was then 
known as Churchyard Lane and entered the 
grounds of Nutley just at the corner of St. 
Mary's School. The grounds of Nutley were 
then owned by Mr. Justice Madden who 
resided at Nutley House, which is now Elm 
Park Golf Club. They were able to trace the 
route along behind the grounds of St. Mary's 
across the fields until they reached the 
grounds which are now on the Dublin side 
of Nutley Lane, just behind Ailesbury Road. 
There was no trace of the well of the Blessed 
Virgin, but Dr. Stokes was able to locate 
it just at the back of the garden of the house 
which is now St. Michael's School. From this 
area there was still a double ditch which ran 
parallel to Ailesbury Road, entered Seaview 
Terrace and then on to Simmonscourt. 

On a summer's day in 1971 accompanied not 
by a distinguished antiquarian but by my 
teenage daughter I also tried ·to ride the fran
chise of the city of Dublin. It was a pleasant, 
but not possibly as profitable, an occupation 
as it was in the days of Dr. Stokes. All the 
traces of the ditch along Nutley are, of course, 
completely built over. Even the most un
worldly citizen of Nutley would .immediately 
send for the guards if he founq i:~trangers in 
his back garden looking for the' ii'ncient fran
chise of the city of Dublin. Any traces of the 

",old boundaries had to be foundgn the Black-
tock side of Nutley. We went up: Churchyard 
Lane which is now called Bellevue Avenue. 
On t4e Blackrock side of the Avenue, just 
behind .the garage, the old graveyard is still 
to be seev.. qne can see a few tombstones 
rising shylY'-above a veritable forest of weeds. 
In this' grav~xard lie the remains of soldiers 
who wete drowned when two ships foundered 
on the strand between Merrion and Blackrock 
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during a storm ' in 180'Z. Going up the Avenue 
one finds that it is bounded- on the right hand 
side by high walls m,,-king visibility and fur
ther penetration rather difficult. However, 
some yards up on the right hand side, there 
is a gap in the waH and one can get glimpses 
of a double ditch lined by trees, which goes 
off in a north westerly direction be1lind St. 
Mary's School. This could well be the boun
daries of the franchise just before it eme'tged 
beside the Merrion churohyard on the Rock 
Road, Going through the grounds of St. Mary's' 
to a ditch separating it from what is now the " 
golf course we took up this double ditch 
again. We debouched rather precipitately 
through a narrow gap to the tolerant amaze
ment of Saturday afternoon golfers. There is 
going off at an angle from this ditch another 
ditch which skirts the eleventh green of the golf 
course. This runs behind the grounds of St. 
Mary's. It could possibly be also part of the 
old boundaries. The old boundaries went very 
closely behind Elm Park House. The house 
was situated roughly where the present 
hospital cafeteria now stands. Beyond this 
stage it is quite impossible, even with the eye 
of history, to discover any further boundaries. 
It has all been sw;allowed up and smoothed 
down in the golf course. 

However, the lands on which the hospital 
is built might have had an even earlier historic 
association. Antiquarians have stated, and 
made a good case for it, that this line of the 
franchise of the city of Dublin was based on an 
old ancient prehistoric road of Ireland. Dr. 
Petrie has been quoted as saying .that one 
principal road led from Tara through Dublin 
to Wicklow, and that this road went through 
the fields of which is now Nutley and Elm 
Park. Possibly, King Laoghaire himself in the 
days of St. Patrick when he wished to inspect 
his fleets, or to take the fresh air and salt 

. water, drove straight from Tara through 
Dublin through these lands to Dun Laoghaire 
and beyond to Wicklow. It is believed that St. 
Patrick when coming on his mission to bring 
christianity to Ireland landed on .the shores of 
Wicklow. There is good reason to believe 
that at some stag~ he must have travelled 
along this road. It is surely highly appropriate 
that in the grounds of St. Mary's, there is a 
large statue of St. Patrick dedicated in the 
Patrician Year of 1961. 

I am grateful to Dr. Denis O'Farrell for the 
privilege of consulting his excellent library. 
I would also like to thank Mr. Scully of the 
staff of the National Library for allowing me 
to inspect old maps of Dublin. 

Dr. David Carroll, and Anne Connolly who have announced their 
engagement. 
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THE ORDER OF MALTA 
DENIS O'FARRELL 

THIS religious order was founded after the 
capture of Jerusalem in 1100 A.D. by the 

crusaders, the objects being to provide hos
pitals, hospices (or rest homes) and general 
medical care for the vast number of pilgrims 
who flowed from all parts to the Holy Land. At 
times the order was compelled to adopt a 
direct fighting role, but all the above objects 
were carried out along the main pilgrimage 
routes of Europe. 

After the recapture of Jerusalem in 1291, 
the order was compelled to move and first 
settled in Cyprus and then Rhodes whence 
they continued their military and now nava.l 
role. 

The Turks finally captured Rhodes in 1523 
and in 1532 the order settled in Malta and 
continued the military and naval campaigns 
in the Eastern Mediterranean. An effort was 
made in 1565 by the Turks to capture Malta 
but failed. This was the turning point in the 
history of Christi.an Europe. 

The Prince Grand Master of the Sovereign Military 
Order of Malta being received at St. V~ncent's by 
Sir John Galvin. In attendance on the Prince were 
The Venerable Fra Hubert Pallaviein; Master 00£ 
Ceremonies, and Knight of Justice Count Sherarcko 
Hil'colan. 

During all this time, the hospital tradition 
was never neglected. From the above the order 
deflived its fuH name, The Order of St. John 
of Jerusalem of Rhodes and Malta. 

On the outbreak of the French Revolu
tionary wars Napoleon Bonaparte captured 
the island in 1798, although the island had 
been declared neutral by the Treaty of Utrecht. 
The island was looted and the knights dis
persed. Soon !Malta was liberated by Admiral 
Nelson. Under the Peace of Amiens in 1802 it 
was laid down that the island should be re
turned to the knights. This, however, did not 
occur as the Treaty of Paris confirmed the 
British in their possession. 

THE ORDER IN IRELAND 
The order spread to many lands throughout 

Europe. The first foundation at Kilmainham 
in 1174 had at the height of its power 23 pre
ceptories with the usual accommodation for 
travellers. 

The lands of the order were forfeited to the 
crown on the suppression of the monasteries 
by Henry VIII. The order was revived in 
IrelaJll.d in 1934, its first works being the 
foundation of an ambulance corps. This was 
started in Galway and spread rapidly through 
the country providing first aid, home nursing, 
later ambulance service for the sick. During 
the 1939-45 war it combined with other organi
sations to help the Civil Defence Force. 
During this time I had the privHege of being 
one of the medical officers in Dublin. More 
recently the ambulance corps since 1969 have 
had a difficult time in proViIDfig first aid 
services in Northern Ireland. Many other 

" activities have also been undertaken. 
~ As a first example the Dublin unit moved 
I~ persons from St. Stephen's Green to the 
new.)lospital at Elm Park in half a day. 

The0rst visit of a Grandmaster to Ireland 
took p1a..ce in May 1971, when His Most 
Eminent Highness the Prince and Grandmaster 
Fra Angelo'.de Mojana di Cologna accom
panied by' th~' following members of the Sov
ereign Council, The Grand Chancellor BaiUi 
Quentin Jermy Gwyn. The Hospitaller 
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On the occasion of ,the Formal Visit of His 
Most Eminent Highness the Prince Grand Master 
of the Order of Malta to St. Vincent's, some 
2,000 members of the Ambulance Corps as
sembled in front of the Hospi1;a1 under the 
command of Col. Francis King K.M., Director 
of the Corps, seen here greeting Sir John Galvin. 

Some 2,000 members of the Ambulance Corps of the Order of Malta assembled in front 
of the Hospital under the command of ~he Director of the Corps, Col. Francis King, K.M. 
are inspected by His Most Eminent Highness, the Prince Grand Master. 
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W olfang Bailli W olfang von Ballestrem and 
The Master of Ceremonies Balli Fra Hubert 
Pallavioini and Fra Gherado Hercolani arrived. 
By kind permission of Mother Genenal of the 
Irish Sisters of Charity the grounds of the new 
St. Vincent's Hospitai were made available to 
the Irish Association when the President of the 

SIR JOHN GALVIN 
(Photo Godson) 

Irish Association Mr. Noel Peart had the 
opportunity to present the Grand Master to 
the Ambulance Corps who came from all parts 
of the country and were received by the Grand 
Master and Mr. Peart. The Irish Associa
tion is most thankful to the Irish Sisters of 
Charity for their kindness and hospitality. 

" " , 

Mother Teresa Anthonv enjoys a chat with 
the Venerable Fra Hubert Pallavieini, Master of 

Ceremonies. 
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His Most Eminent Highness The Prince Grand 
Master with Sir John Galvin and the Venerable Fra 
Hubert Pallavicini, Master of Ceremonies. 

Sister Mary Ignatius (Matron) with Major Pierce Synnott. 



ART IN OUR HOSPITAL 
DENIS O'LEARY 

The Art Committee: -Mother M. Canisius, 
Mother Rectress, Sister Agnes Carmel, Pat
rick A. FiitzGem[d, Chairman, F. Bernard 
Meehan, Risteard Mulcahy, Sean Mulcahy, T. 
C. J. O'ConneH, Denis O'Leary, Rosalind 
Burns. 

SOME two years prior to the opening of our 
• new hospital it was felt that it would be 
desirable that a committee be convened to 
formulate an artistic policy for the hospital
and so the Art Committee came into being. 
It was composed of members of the commu
nity, representatives of the medical and 
surgical staff, our consulting architect, our 
consulting engineer land Rosalind Burns, 
whose secretarial assistance was invaluable. 
I had the honour of being appointed curator 
of that committee. The concept of a full time 
Afit Committee for a hospital is unique in these 
islands and those in whose minds the idea 
germinated deserve great credit for their fore
sight and originality of thought. 

At our inaugural meeting, whHe all of us 
were fired with enthusiasm. we were conscious 
that our first step should be to seek the help 
of known experts in the fields of art and con
noisseurship. An advisory body was thus 
formed the members of which were: Professor 
George Dawson, F.T.C.D.; Sir Basil Goulding; 
John Hunt, M.A. (Oxon); Maurice McGonigal, 
President of the Royal Hibernian Academy; 
Fr. Donal O'Sullivan, S.J., Director of An 
Chomhairle Ealaion; Eithne Waldron, Curator 
of the Municipal GaUery of Modern Art, 
Dublin; James White, Director of The 
National Gallery of Ireland. 

These good people willingly consented to 
meet us and generously gave us their valuable 
advice. I should say that at this stage the 
building was far from finished and it was a 
difficult task to envisage what would be re
quired for the completed hospital. However. 
the advJsory body encouraged us to aim for 
the best and most suitable art works which 
we could afford and have since'been ever ready 
to help us with any of our difficulties. 

Our first problem was that which besets 
all such ventures - money. The Department 
of Health were unable to give us any assist-

ance as their commitments were already very 
heavy. We turned to the staff of the hospital 
setting out our aims and ambitions and asking 
them to help us. The response was marvellous 
in its prompt generosity. Indeed some friends 
of the hospital, hearing of our scheme, also 
contributed wholeheartedly. 

We now had some money - how best to 
spend it was our next problem. If we were to 
confine ourselves to the purchase of original 
works of art of merit we would not have had 
sufficient funds to cater for the whole hospital. 
The policy we adopted was basically simple. 
We purchased a substantial collection of 
framed and titled prints of the best quality 
available. In the selection of these we were 
guided by the catalogue published by UNESCO 
which indicates which reproductions are truest 
to the originals in colour and tone. In dealing 
with a modern building we have limited our 
choice of reproductions to artists active during 
the past hundred years-to be accurate we 
took the year 1870, it being the year that 
Monet turned to Impressionism. We do, of 
course, in time, hope to have art of all periods 
represented and to add some sculptural works 
to our collection. 

We were fortunate in establishing at an 
early stage very good liaison with An Chom
hairle Ealaion-The Arts Council of Ireland. 
Its Director, Secretary and Exhlbitions 
Officer were very enthusiastic for the success 
of qur scheme. Indeed we successfully applied 
for recognition as being eligible for the 
Council's aid under their "Hotel Scheme". 
The "Hotel Scheme" is one whereby, if a 
hotelier wishes to purchase a work of art by 
an Irish artist or by an artist who has worked 
prinoipally in Ireland, the Arts Council, if 
they approve of the quality of the work, will 
pay half the cost of the work provided that 
it be rusplayed in a public place and that at 
reasonable intervals its position be notified to 
1Jhe Arts Council. We were very pleased to be 
given tJhe facilites of the Hotel Scheme because 
as many, and indeed more, deserving people 

. \. suffer and work in a hospital of the size of 
St. Vincent's as ever graced the lounges and 
diningrooms of our hotels. We therefore owe 
a deQt of gratitude to the Arts Council for 
amongs.t their many other kindnesses they 
enabled':us to acquire a set of enamel plaques 
executeq Dy' Patrick McElroy depicting, sym
bolically, the, saints after whom each of our 
wards are named. The Council also helped us 
to buy "The Flight into Egypt" by Elizabeth 
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Rivers (1903-1964) which now hangs in the 
concourse. Elizabeth Rivers, born in England 
did much of her work in the Aran Islands and 
later became an invaluable assistant to Evie 
Hone. Evie Hone, one of the leading stained 
glass artists of this century, had in her new 
apprentice an artist of many talents-:- painting, 
writing, great humanity, a most wholesome 
and full person by any standards. In the last 
seven years of her life, Evie Hone suffered 
severely from arthritis and Elizabeth Rivers 
enlarged the necessarily miniature cartoons of. 
her teacher. But for Elizabeth Rivers' help the 
famous chapel window of Eton College might 
never have been completed. Our painting by 
Elizabeth Rivers clearly shows the .influence 
of her training as a stained glass artist. The 
Arts Council have also loaned us paintings 
from their permanent collection. Works by 

Norah McGuinness, Patrick Collins, Anne 
Yeats and Arthur Armstrong have thus been 
displayed in the hospital. 

The Committee published a brochure en
titled "Art in a Modern Hospital". The text 
was written by Risteard Mulcahy with a fore
word by Father Donal O'Sullivan, S.J., Direc
tor of the Arts Council. It was illustrated by 
photographs of paintings by Louis Ie Brocquy 
and the late Jack B. Yeats. The brochure was 
widely distributed in the hope of interesting 
people in our project and of attracting funds. 
It was quite successful, and together with the 
help we had already received from our staff 
and friends, enabled us to get "out of the red". 
There are still some copies of this brochure 
available. 

The staff and friends of the hospital were 
also generous in lending works of art. We have 

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT - Elizabeth Rivers 1903-64 
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had on loan cartoons by Evie Hone, litho
graphs by Louis Ie Brocquy from his Teiin 
series, paintings by Gerard Dinon, John Kelly, 
Norah McGuinness, Patrick Pye, Cecil King, 
Harry- Kernoff, Charles Lamb, Colm James 
and Donal O'Sullivan, (not to be confused with 
the Director of the Arts Council), together 
with a ca;rving in walnut, "Ecce Homo," by 
John Mulhern. Our latest loan from a member 
of our Advisory Body has been of two magni
ficent acrilic abstracts by Brian Henderson, a 
young artist of great talent who was recently 
awarded the Macauley Fellowship. These are 
now to be seen in the staff common-room, a 
room that would seem to have been designed 
for them. 

The convent has not been forgotten for it 
has a collection of watercolours by the late 
Father Jack Hanlon kindly presented by the 
Director of the National Gallery, paintings by 
Gerard Dillon on loan as well as some excel
lent reproductions and a collection of oriental 
paintings presented by Sir John Galvin. 

Our ward blocks are divided into six
bedded and three-bedded units as well as a few 
single rooms, a day-room and a doctor's office. 
The distribution of our pictures posed a few 
interesting problems. The six-bedded units did 
not need a picture as the patients had each 
other to observe and to talk to as well as hav
ing a view south over the natural landscape of 
Elm Park Golf Club. The three-bedded and 
single rooms each needed a picture as these 
patients would otherwise have faced a blank 
wall. The daY-Tooms each have three pictures. 
It was decided not to hang any pictures in the 
ward block corridors as these mighF cause the 
busy traffic of nurses, food trolleys and visi
tors to be impeded by art enthusiasts. Cezanne, 
perhaps the greatest interpretative artist of the 
last century and surely one who will stand the 
test of time is widely represented in our col
lection. Gauguin, Van Gogh, Pisarro and 
Vlaminck are also very popular. While the 
majority of the masters of the past century 
have been French we have endeavoured to 
make our choice of reproductions interna
tional. Some reproductions were obviO'llsly 
better in a shared room than in a single room. 
As an example, Marc Ohagall's "Our Village" 
caused fantastic confusion in a single room. 
It was tmnsferred to a day-room where it was 
widely acclaimed while the patient in the 
single room was calmed by an atypical Degas 
study of a "Woman with Chrysanthemums." 

The Art Committee has had, inev,itably, its 

critics. Our critics are welcome for they have 
often drawn attention to some neglect or over
emphasis on our part. This project is still in 
its infancy and we must Hsten to our critics 
and incorporate their reasonable suggestions 
in our future plans. We have only initiated a 
scheme which, if it is to be of the quality at 
which we aim, must necessarily be slow in 
its development. 

There are still many aspects of the artistic 
and environmental life of our hospital which 
call for our attention. There has recently been 
built a Congregation Hall adjacent to the 
nurses' home-surely this would provide an 
ideal centre for art exhibitions. Let us not 
forget that there are some two thousand people 
permanently on the hospital campus. What a 
wealth of artistic talent must be available 
from so many peopl'e! No doubt, with the 
assistance of some of our advisory committee 
we could mount an exhibition of modern art 
which I feel sure would reveal the great 
artistic ability of so many of the young people 
who work jn the hospital. We ought to give 
these young people the opportunity of express
ing themselves. Let us not forget Tolstoy'S 
definition of the process of art: -"To evoke rin 
oneself a feeling one has exper-ienced, and hav
ing ·,evoked it- in oneself, then by means of 
movement, lines, colours, sounds. or forms 
expressed in words so to transmit that fee1ing 
that others experience the same feeling-this 
is the activity of art." Surely then we must 
have artists in our midst. 

Perhaps rit is a sign of the times that there 
is a great scarcity of contemporary religious art 
of qua!1,ity. George Rouault, Graham Suther
land, Salvadore DaU, and in Ireland Patrick 
Pye, John Kelly and a few others immediately 
spring to mind as artists of great merit in this 
field. However, we will, even if We have to 
wait. ensure that art of religious significance 
is of the highest standard and will shun the 
sentimental and often maudlin works which 
were so widely accepted a generation ago and 

,did little justice to the unequivocal reality of 
what they sought to represent. 

"we are all to a great extent CI1eatures of our 
envirqnment. It is the 'object of the Art Com
mittee to make the entire environment of our 

-hospital pleasing, stimulating, maybe provoca
tive but' a-t, all times interesting. We must 
accept new ide,as"new media and new interpre
tations of <ir.t. Artistic interpretation is always 
changing and we must be prepared to advance 
with the times. . 
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A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE 
MICHAEL NASH 

"pANTA RHEI, Ouden. menei," do·gmatizeo. 
the Greek philosopher Heracleitus. And 

an old familiar hexameter warned, rather 
obviously, that "Tempora mutantur, et nOs 
mutamur in illis." Indeed we scarcely need 
such reminders that the "wind of change" was 
blowing a long, long time before Harold 
Macmillan gave currency to the phrase. It 
continues,and wili continue, to blow, relent
lessly, inexorably; and since we can neither 
halt, nor impede, nor deflect it, it is as well 
for us to make the best of the inevitable, and 
cling, like Francis Thompson, to its whistling 
mane. 

For many of us, ensconced as we were in 
our little corner of Stephen's Green, the wind 
of change had rather the caressing gentleness 
of a zephyr. But for the past few years we be
came increasingly aware of somewhat ominous 
gusty squalls from the south-east; and as 
1970's season of mists and mellow fruitfulness 
merged into hoary winter, the final storm 
broke, and almost with the suddenness of a 
hurricane, we found ourselves swept out to 
our new theatre of operations (so to speak) in 
Elm Park-and so, the first page in the latest 
chapter of Irish medical history was written. 

It was a merciful dispensation that the 
wrench came sudden and swift in the end
for which of us did not "cast one longing, 
linEering look behind" at that ever so homely 
and historic spot, where so many of our 
memories lie buried. It is ever, as some French 
poet put it, "Partir c'est mourir un peu." 

But now let us turn aside from remembrance 
of things past, and enter with due reverence, 
and not a little awe, this latest and greatest 
hospital of the Irish Sisters of Charity. I know 
that in this, the first Elm Park issue of our 
Annual, the Hospital will be more than ade
quately pictured, described, and delineated by 
better pens than mine, so I shall limit my 
remarks ,and reflections to the only part of 
the ensemble with which I am reasonably 
familiar, and pass quickly and quietly through 
the spacious Concourse Hall, and take you up 
in one of the many lifts to the second floor, 
where, after due ceremony of change to more 
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sterile attire, we pass into the operating 
theatre suite. 

Here we ,tip-toe along the corridor, peeping 
into any or all of the ten, or so, operating 
theatres on our left, and, on our right, the 
anaesthetic induction rooms and recovery 
room. You will, I am sure, be duly impressed 
by the flashing of stainless steel beneath multi
tudinous lights, the yards upon yards of tub
ing and cable, the glass-vaned washing bays, 
the complicated sterilising units, the mechani
cal versatility of the operating tables, the for
bidding dials of the anaesthetic machines. In 
Theatres I and II, where our larger-than-life 
surgeons usually operate, the lights shine from 
a circle in the ceiling, and beside these, 
through little windows, can peer down a num
ber of interested students - looking, for all 
the world, like a mirror-image of the Knights 
of the Round Table in session. 

You will, by now, have become, no doubt, 
a little tired, and perhaps even a little bored; 
so I shall invite you to come to the coffee 
lounge and rest a while. This lies between 
Theatr~s IV and V. It is :a handsome, bright, 
airy room of ample dimensions, pleasantly 
appointed and comfortably furnished, where 
surgical, anaesthetic, and nursing staffs fore
gather between or after operations for rest and 
refreshment. Two well-chosen pictures, one 
on either side-wall, provide visual aids to re
laxation; one is "Harvest Noon," by A. 
Mac Cullum, the other "The Moonlit Sea" by 
Roger de la Corbiere. 

Like its flanking theatres, this room has a 
panoramic view northward, through a fine 
picture-window, of most of Dublin's Fair City. 
And there can be few more interesting recrea
tions (at least in this restricted area) than 
taking a little time off now and then to "stand 
and stare" at our great capital city. One imme
diately thinks of Wordsworth's jmpression 
when he came upon just such a view of our 
sister-capital, London, from Westminster 
Bridge, some 170 years ago. "Earth has not 
anything to show more fair," he exclaimed
though such a lover of nature as Wordsworth 
could not have meant this to be taken too 



literally. And again, "The city now doth like a 
garment wear-The beauty of the morning." 
But that was before the smoke from myriads 
of chimneys, domestic and industrial, as well 
as various other polluents, began to brood over 
these twin cities, and make the garments they 
now wear very shabby and tattered indeed. 

Oscar Wilde is another poet who has left us 
a record of his first sight, a century later, of 
another famous city. But he was batting on a 
safer wicket. He steered dear of ,the topo
graphical, and eschewed the ephemeral. So the 
smog of modern civilisation has done nothing 
to obfuscate the picture, or vitiate the atmos
phere, of the city of Os(:\ar's reflections: 
"Rome! . what a scroll of History thine has 
been," he begins, and thereafter proceeds to 
unroll for us the impressive scroll. 

And when we look down now from our 
coign of vantage, the view we get of Dublin, 
with average visibility, is one calculated to 
inspire any modern Wordsworth or Wilde. 
For here, too:we can see, as Wordsworth saw 
rn London, where 

"Ships, towers, domes, theatres and 
temples lie 

Open unto the fields and to the sky," 
and, through the brick-and-concrete labyrinth, 

"The river gliding at its own sweet will." 
Wilde, too, could see here in his own native 

city a "scroll of history" stretching back as 
far as Rome's-though mercifully this scroll 
does not hold a parallel record of rapine and 
bloody conquest. 

Dublin has been, in its time, many things 
to' many people. To its original settlers and 
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tr:aders it was the Ford of the Hurdles. To 
the Vikings it was their Black Pool. To Swift 
it was the place which was to afford him that 
final rest where savage indignation could no 
longer gnaw at his heart. To John Philpot 
Curran it was the place which showed him 
that eternal vigilance was the price of liberty. 
To Louis MacN eice it was 

"Fort of the Dane, 
Garrison of the Saxon, 
Augustan capital 
Of a Gaelic nation" 

To Stephyn Gwynn it was the repository 
which enshrines the memory of 

"Names that Eire will not forget, 
For some have faded in far-off lands, 

And some have passed by the hangman's 
hands-

And some are breathing yet." 
To Percy French it was the snobbish pIece 

where 
"Merrion Square mighn't care 
To be goin' to supper with Baggot Street 

Upper." 
To Donagh MacDonagh it was "the Dublin 

of old statutes - this :arrogant city." To W. B. 
Yeats it was the city where, in 1916, the 
"terrible beauty was born." To Francis 
Ledwidge it was the tragic spot where, in the 
same 1916, the firing squads of Kilmainham 
"took his blackbirds from their songs." 

And to us, mere watchers of the passing 
scene, as we gaze out at its sprawling, supine 
form, Dublin is a strange, fascinating pot
pourri of history and geography, fact and fancy, 
literature and legend, triumph and tragedy. 
Before us it displays its temples to God, cheek 
by jowl with temples to Mammon. And 
through the midst of all, dragging its slow 
length along, like Pope's wounded snake, flows 
Ireland's only feminine river-Anna Liffey. 
Yes, there she is in all her garish panoply of 
bridges and cranes and derricks, and able to 
boast that in spite of being dubbed "Dirty Anna 
Liffey" by the generality of her citizens, yet she 
once managed to "snatch a grace beyond the 

. reach of' art" from the gyring brain of James 
Joyce, when he conferred on her the resplen
dent: title of "Anna Livia Plurabelle." 

Now, more particularly, let us try to pick 
out SOme, of the principal landmarks in. the 
sector with\n our ken-say from west to east. 
First we hav'e.the churches of Donnybrook and 
Rathmines. -Next, the massive Wellington 
obelisk gives us a line on Phoenix Park. Then 
we see the beautiful, elaborately-sculptured 
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Augustinian church Of-J ohu's Lane, which has 
- two interesting di~tinctions; it was built by 
Fenians (who, incidentally, were able to win 
over to their ideals an English co-worker-the 
father of Padraic Pearse), and it was described 
by no less a critic than John '~u'skin as a 
poem in stone. After this we get "he merest 
glimpse of Haddington Road ~hurch, before 
we locate the radio mast atop the G.P.G. Now 
breaking the skyline comes Labour's lofty sky
scraper, Libery Hall (such a costly structure 
that it was once suspected by "Dublin, 
Opinion" of leaning towards the Right); and, , 
at a much lower level, in quiet dignity, 
Gandon's famous masterpiece, the Custom
House, happily unobscured by the railway 
hridge. A very small shift of direction brings 
us to Dublin's modern round tower - the 
O'Connell memorial in Glasnevin's Prospect 
Cemetery, the large necropolis where so many 
of our bravest and best await the trumpet-call 
of Gabriel. 

At this point that adjacent mini-skyscraper, 
the Nurses' Home, cuts off a sizeable slice of 
our field of vision. But on veering to the east 
side of it we are rewarded with a fine view 
of "Low Clontarf's wave-trampled shore" and 
its famous battlefield. Still farther eastward, 
and conspicuous both by night and day, stands 
Dublin's tallest man-made structure, the 
E.S.B.'s newest chimney-stack. Away beyond 
it. almost ill the same line, is Lambay Island. 
Directly north-east of us is Ireland's Eye; and 
immediately to its right our last visible spot 
of Iand, the peninsula of Howth, _celebrated 
in history and pre-history, in song and 
legend, in hagiography and secular literature, 
in Gaelic and in English-yes, and even in 
Greek, for it was mentioned by name in 
Ptolemy's geography - written in the second 
century of our Christian era. 

If you have brought binoculars, and visibility 
is good, you may well be able to pick out 
the Mourne Mountains and SHeve Gullion 
aw;ay to the north where the present violence 
in that strife-torn corner of this otherwise 
peaceful island reminds us that "the evil that 
men do !dves aLter them", and the sinister 
shadows of Cromwell and the first James still 
darken the land. As we go to press the terror 
and horror there seem to be rising to some 
olimactic crescendo; and men, women, and 
even ch~ldren are meeting violentdeoaths. Mean
while, ,men of good will -have only to pray, as 
Mrs. Boyle prayed in a not dissimilar context 
when she was bewailing the loss of her slain 
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son at the end of O'Casey's "Juno and the 
Paycock". "Mother 0' God have pity on us 
all! Sacred Heart 0' Jesus, take away our 
hearts 0' stone, and give us hearts 0' flesh! 
Take away this murdherin' hate. and give us 
Thine own eternal love!" 

Lastly, would it appear too ambitious or 
too clairvoyant to take a furtive peep into the 
future] Not so; for the peep into the future is 
not mine but that of one the latchet of whosf' 
shoe i would not be worthy to loose. 

This hospital, and its sister-hospital, the 
Mater, are becoming more and more inte
grated with the adjacent National University, 
Whose new campus at BeUield is only just out 
of sight round our west flank. As sharers in 
this consortium, we are also involved in that 
fascinating prophesy of Cardinal Newman 
concerning Ireland, its capital, and its prin
cipal university-a prophesy much of which, 
you will see, has already come true. In his 
mind's eye he saw, away in the dim, distant 
years to come, the decline of the world
renowned university-city of Oxford - the 
Oxford that had nurtured him, the Oxford he 
never ceased to love; and in its place he saw 
the future world looking more and more 
towarcis Ireland for its learning, as indeed it 
had done centuries ago, before that great "city 
of the dreaming spires" took form and shape. 
And here is what he says about Dublin, and 
Ireland and its principal university: "I look 
for a city less inland than that old sanctuary. 
and a country closer upon the highway of the 
seas. I look towards a land both old and young; 
old in its Christianity, young in the promise 
of its future; a nation, which received grace 
hefore the Saxon came to Britain, and which 
has never quenched it; a Church, which com
prehends in its history the rise and fall I)f 
r:anterbury and York, which Augustine and 
Paulinus found, and Pole and Fisher left be
hind them. I contemplate a people which has 
had a long night, and will have an inevitable 
day. I am turning my eyes towards a hundred 
years to come, and J dimly see the island I am 
gazing on, become the road of passage and 
union between two hemispheres, and the 
centre of the world. I see its inhabitants 
rival Belgium in populn,usness, France III 

vigour, and Spain in entnusiasm; and I see 
England taught by advancing years to exercise 
in its behalf that good sense which is her 
characteristic towards every one else. The 
c.apital of that prosperous and hopeful land is 
situate in a beautiful bay and near a romantic 



region; and in it I see a flourishing University, 
which for a while had to struggle with fortune. 
but which. when its first founders and ser
vants were dead and gone, had success fal 
exceeding their 'anxieties. Thither, as to Cl 

sacred soil. the home of their fathers, and the 
fountainhead of their Christianity, students 
are flocking from East, West, and South, from 
America and Australia and India, from Egypt 

and Asia Minor, with the ease and rapidity 
of a locomotion not yet discovered, and last, 
though not least, from England - all owning 
one faith, all eager for one large true wisdom; 
and thenoe, when their stay is over, going back 
again to carry peace to men of good will over 
all the earth." 

Has anything more flattering to Ireland 
ever been said by an Englishman? 

Sister Joseph Ignatius (Theatre Superintendent) checks details of pat;en~ 
on arrival at the Transfer Area. Also in the picture are Sister Bernadett~ 
Mary, Mr. Michael Brown, and Mr. James Kearns. 

, 
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NURSES' OPEN DAY 
MOIRA bYSAGHT 

THE long line of cars and taii-s being 
directed onwards by white-coated officials 

at the outer gates; the distance to be covered 
before a parking space could be found; th.e 
large crowds moving through the grounds and', 
in the entrance hall when finally it was reached ' 
-all meant very much more than the usual 
annual garden party. This was a reunion of 
past Vincent's Nurses but with what a differ
ence, a meeting such as never before had taken 
place and never will again. Here history was 
in the making. 

On that memorable day in January 1971 
the nurses who tnained in St. Vincent's of the 
Green gathered together from the four corners 
of Ireland, 10 wish God's blessing and every 
success in its great adventure, to the new St. 
Vincent's in Elm Park. Gazing on the exten
sive buildings and the milling crowd, ones 
thoughts wandered back to an even greater 
adventure which took place one hundred and 
thirty five years ago. Then there were only 
two nurses present, under the direction of a 
young Cork born woman, the Mother General 
of their newly formed Irish Sisters of Charity. 

MRS. LOUISE FARRELL 
(nee McDowell) whh 
REV. MOTHER GENERAL 
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She had taken the plunge against overwhelm
ing odds and had opened the first hospital in 
Ireland to be founded, administered and 
staffed by women, and the first hospital in the 
English speaking countries whose wards were 
run by cultured nurses. 

To return to the Open Day for Nurses in 
Elm Park; the amount of organisation which 
had gone into the preparations could be 
realised by those only who had participated in 
the work beforehand. The smooth oiled 
wheeled running was their compensation. 
After '1Jhe customary gracious greeting from tJhe 
,authorities in the strikingly beautiful con
course, the visitors were formed into groups 
each of which was led by capab~e present-day 
nurses on a general tour of inspection. The 
first stage of our journey was through a long 
underground passage which connected with 
the nurses' home. Th,is answered my question. 
how the occupants fared in wet weather. 

As we were being shown around the home 
with its 258 single room accomodation, there 
were murmurs of surprise, not unmingled with 
envy from us veterans, at the luxury and the 



L. to r. Miss K. Sheeran. Mrs. P. McDonald (nee Leahy), Mrs. Ann Mullin 

(nee Byrne). Sr. Attracta, with Sr. A. Stanislaus. 

privacy. Memories flashed back to the curtain
fronted rows of cubicles with barely room to 
stand between the ewer and basin-topped 
locker and the bed, of our probationer days. 

One wonders however, if the present room 
occupiers are as happy as we were. Our guide's 
enquiry as to whether we had "to go through 
as much" as they have to, drew smiles from 
us, who experienced the strict discipline of the 
P:lst but who never regret it, realising that it 
made us enjoy simple amusement all the better. 
In 'all the lUXury of the recreation unit, the 
thing which greatly appealed to me was the 

noise-free lounge, separate from a radio- tele
vision counterpart. 

B::lck in the hospital the elaborately planned 
and laid out Operating Theatres were a revela
tion. Through a cock-pit spy window in the 
overhead viewing area, we gazed down and 
had visions of the ,surgeons of our particular 
era. Into my memory 'play-back' came the 
military voice and bearing of the Doc Kennedy; 
the terse tones 'and quiet decisive action of 
Harry Meade; the swi~t skill and repaJrtee of 
Pops Morrin. Above aU 'there came the flow 

Mrs. Pat Geraghty (nee Hickey), Mrs. Mgt. Gleeson (~ee Flynn) 
with Sr. Marie John. . ,~ . 
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Nurse Erner Clarkin reads the Epistle during Mass. 

of sch'Olarly conversation;--references to fam
ous surgeons with descriptions of equally fam
ous operations, intermingled with quotations 
from l~terary works-all delivered in the rich 
dramatic tones of Bill Doolin, that gifted man 
of many parts. No doubt for other viewers, 
few more ancient than myself, the memory of 
the eminent surgeons of later years peopled 
the scene. 

The Sterilizing and Radiography Units; the 
Schools for medical students and nurses; the 
Physiotheraphy Department; the Pharmacy; 
the Outpatients; the Accident and Emergency 
Units, to mention but a few of the many 
branches which the extremely modern and 
efficient Elm Park revealed. 

Having passed along a maze of corridors 
which were the object of our sympathy 
towards newly arrived probationers, we 
reached the be,all and end-all of the whole 
combine-namely the wards. What a change 
from the past! No ,old St. Joseph's typ~, w~th 
its five rooms; no St. Laurence s or Pat s wIth 
their 27 to 30 patients, to be attended by the 
one night nurse in our day. Here each ward, 
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or room, as one found oneself calling it, con
tains only 6 beds at the most. Psychologically 
this must be an untold advantage to the new 
patient who would normally come into hospital 
straight from home surroundings. 

The appointed time for Mass having 
approached, all lanes of inspection converged 
on the Chapel, that little gem of artistic 
achievement. The celebrant Fr. Fox was 
assisted by Fr. Farnan whose father con
tributed so much to the medical world of 
Dublin. A student nurse read the Lesson and 
a choir formed by the sisters and nurses sent 
up the prayers of the congregation, after 
which the short silence in the corridors was 
aaain broken by the sound of 'roices as we 
~ade our way to the cafeteria. There a delight
ful mela'l awaited us and acquainltanceships 
were renewed. Here the chief representative 
of the old St. Vincent's in particular, and of the 
old world school of courtesy in general-'in 
the person of Dr. Harold Quinlan-made his 
way to greet us. 

On our way out as we passed a lady being 



wheeled in a chair, I thought of the Foundress 
who used travel the Long Corridor on the 
Green in her invalid chair. Doubtless on this 
day-of-days, almost a century and a half later 
she was here in spirit to welcome her children 
vi later ages. It is due to her courage and per
severance that one of her nurses is the present 
Rectress of this huge concern, while another 
is in charge of that which remains of the 
hospital of her dreams on St. Stephen's Green. 
As we parted we little thought that yet anot
her, not so old Vincent's nurse, whom we met 
that day as Matron of the nurses - would 
within a short period of six months, occupy 
the same exalted position as that of Mother 
Mary Aikenhead-Mother General of the Irish 
Sisters of Charity. 

Sr. J. Cyril and Nurse Bernadette Clifford. 

" 

Past nurses, past patients meet. 
Sr. Mary Stephanie, Mrs. M. Healy (nee Cullen) 
Mrs. A. Mullin (nee Byrne) and Mr. McQuirke. 

Miss Helen Crowley and Miss Pauline Doyle. 

, , 
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WOR~ING WITH DEAF PEOPLE 
/ -
~~ 

MARIE WOODS (NEE MULDOWNEY) 

'. 

TO begin -t should like to quote St. ~ark 
chapter 8, verse 32-37. "And they bring 

unto him one that was deaf and had an im
pediment in his speech and they beseeched" . 
him to put his hand upon him, and he took 
him aside from the multitude and put his 
finger into his ears and he spit and touched 
his tongue, and Ilooking up to heaven he sighed 
and said unto him ephphatha, that is be opened, 
and straight away his ears were opened and 
the spring of his tongue was loosed and he 
spake plain, and he charged them that they 
should tell no man but the more he charged 
them so much more a great deal they pub
li~hed it and they were beyond measure 
astonished saying he hath done all things well 
he maketh both the deaf and the dumb to 
speak." 

To understand the greatness of this miracle 
which. Jesus performed the implications of 
deafness must be appreciated and acknow
ledged. 

Many good things have started- because 
someone felt inadequate. I felt inadequate 
when as a nurse in Fulbourn Hospital, Cam
bridge, I found myself caring for two 
totally deaf people in a long-stay, inten
sive care, ward. I came up against ra tre
mendous personal frustration in not being able 
to talk to them and realised how much more 
this isolation must mean to them. This was 
the beginning of an interest which has grown 
into a commitment to improving treatment 
and understanding of people whose mental 
disturbance is aggravated by deafness. I joined 
the Royal Association In Aid of the Deaf and 
Du:nb which is the oldest and largest organisa
tion of its kind in England, and for six years 
have been psychiatric hospital visitor to the 
deaf in the psychiatric hospitals south of the 
river Thames, Surrey and Kent. Treating and 
consoling any mentally disturbed person can 
be a rewarding occupation, but to help the 
patient who, in addition, is isolated by his 
or her deafness, and to encourage them to 
assist each other, is an experience in itself. I 
wonder how many psychiatric disturbed deaf 
people there are who have spent the best part 
of their lives in a mental hospital because 

there was.. no one in the hospital who under
stood their special needs or who would even 
talk to them. 

ServJng the entire British Isles, there is only 
a 26-bedded unit available for the treatment 
'Of the psychologically disturbed deaf person, 
who, because of obvious communication prob
lems, requires specialist help. Yet every hos
pital treating the mentally disturbed person 
has a percentage of deaf people who require 
careful manage:nent and understanding. 

Few of us realise how much we use our 
hearing or appreciate the tremendous effect it 
has on our development, quite apart from its 
importance in speech. The word deafness is 
often used to describe all types and degrees 
of hearing loss. It seems to be stating the 
obvious to say that deafness is an invisible 
himdicap, but because of this very fact that 
it is invisible it attracts far less sympathy than 
blindness or physical handicap. A blind person 
has a white stick and may need help crossing 
the road, but the iQind of help a deaf person 
needs demands much more imagination on the 
part of the public. 

We are aware that there are five different 
types of deafness: conductive or middle ear 
deafness, percepti ve deafness, psychogenic 
deafness., developmeJl!ml disorders of com
munication, and a mixture of conductive per
ceptive deafness, making a great deal of dif
ference to the type and degree of hearing loss. 
But the most important factor from the psy
chological point of view is often the age of 
onset rather than the type of deafness. The 
onset at any age presents problems but when 
it occurs before speech and language have de
veloped, the whole social and intellectual 
growth of the individual is retarded. 

Without hearing, normal speech and langu
age cannot develop, because of this there is a 
profound effect on the emotional growth and 
intellectual development of the person. The 
normal child gains ' language naturally by 
absorbing sounds and spoken words which 
gradually become meaningful. For the deaf 
child, however, the acquisition of language is 
indeed difficult, each word needing formal in
struction. We must realise that he is deprived 



of' all the experiences and knowledge gained 
through auditory stimuli, especially through 
the spoken word. As a child and later as an 
adult, he depends on manual methods and 
together with lip reading and whatever speech 
he has for communication. The poverty of 
language means that the written word is 
often misleading and liable to be mis-inter
preted. 

People who become either suddenly or pro
gressively deaf undergo one of the most pycho
traumatic experiences possible and need care
ful understanding management; it can mean 
disruption of career, speech deterioration, 
depression and social withdrawal. In addition 
to speech, they depend on lip reading and the 
written word for communication, though a few 
make use of the manual method. 

One needs to be careful about generalising, 
because deafness produces the most individual 
of problems. The isolation, frustration and 
restriction placed on a deaf person are diffi: 
cult to imagine, not only because of communi
cation difficulties, but also because their 
thought process tends to be concrete (black 
and white) in nature. Abstract ideas and con
cepts are often incomprehensible or misunder
stood. They invariably need visual backing to 
support an idea of thought. 

Communication is the ability to get your 
meaning across to someone else and to under
stand what they are trying to say. This is 
something hearing people take for granted. 
On the contrary a deaf person has to work 
very hard at nhis all the time, There are 
various techniques available to them and each 
one will probably choose a mixture of them 
according to his age, intelligence, degree of 
deafness and command of language, if any. 

Figure spelling is the various positions of the 
fingers, which indicate the letters of the alpha
bet. It is slow and physicaHy niring; aL,)o as 
prelingually deaf people are deprived of ade
qUitte vocabulary, we cannot guarantee that 
they -will-know what is being spelt. Often if 
tney m[ss: part of a word they will miss the 
next dozen words. 

Signing is a method of conveying meanings 
through a system of gestures, a sign conveys 
a meaning not a word, and one sign is capable 
of being explained by many words. A sign can 
be a noun, an adjective or a verb, the sign for 
happy can mean joy, contentment, satisfaq,tion, 
pleasure, the sign for "perhaps" can C91[lV.~y· 

doubt, indecision, lack of interest. The most 
common sign, "good", thumbs up, can convey 
anything which contributes to our well-being. 
The same people tend to use "figure spelling" 
and signing because they are complimentary. 
"Mime" can be used to convey a broad mean
ing by the less intelligent or the more dis
turbed person. 

Lip reading is most successful when the in
dividual can have some benefit from a hearing 
aid and when talking to one other person. It 
is not related to intelligence, though it is often 
said that it is educated guess work. For 
severely deaf persons lip reading requires con
tinuous concentration, which is very tiring 
and can cause frustration and embarrassment. 
Many letters and words which sound quite 
different, look alike on the lips. For example, 
bed, met, bad, mad, choose, shoes. It is under
standably more difficult for a person who is 
tense, anxious, confused or under sedation. 
The lip movements, the shape of the lips, the 
various accents and intonations all lead to 
confusion. 

A hearing aid is a vehicle to allow sound 
to reach the person; it does not help him 
interpret sound, and it must be remembered 
that it amplifies all sounds including back
ground noise, for example the sound of a 
voice may be drowned by a spoon stirring a 
cup of tea. It is important that a person using 
an aid is helped to appreciate and absorb what 
he hears and to learn to select the relevant 
sounds. It is most efficient when the speaker 
is not more than seven feet away. 

Although the written word would appear 
to be a logical method, it is time consuming, 
tedious, laborious and without emotion. Fur
thermore with a pre lingually deaf person it 
is important to remember that he not only 
h'ls a limited vocaJbulary, little grammatical 
and spelling ability but also finds generali
sations and abstraction difficult to grasp. 

All mentally ill people have. a ,communica
tion problem of some kind or another, there
fore it stands to reason that when Cleaf people 
become mentally disturbed they :very often 

'will lose all their communication fl9ility. It is 
only by understanding, patience and encour
agem,ent that one can help revive their com
munic'\,tion ability. It is not surnrising then 
that djagnostic process is long, tedious and 
diffi~~1t, 'n~eding specialised knowledge, ex
treme care a~d ,detailed observation. 

" , 
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I 
I , ., MArt ~ THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 

(By Courtsey of I.N.O. Journal) 

" v 
PATRICJA' BARRY & ANN O'SULLIVAN , 

THE saying goes that "The anticipation is 
better than the realisation," but our 

sojourn in Frankfurt proved contrary to this! 
Monday the 31st of August had finally 

arrived. Excited, yet apprehensive because be
fore this we had not been together, we arrived 
in Frankfurt after an eventful yet enjoyable 
flight. Fortunately for us we had been pre
viously briefed on the route which would take 
us to the Wilhelm-Polligheit-Institut, :as other
wise we would have been completely engulfed 
by the monstrosity of Frankfurt Airport. 

The Wilhelm-Polligheit-Insti,tut, which cer
tainly surpassed our expectations, is an Insti
tute which is solely devoted ' to the accommo
dation of those who attend Congresses or 
Post-Basic courses. Every available modern 
convenience, even with the inclusion of the 
Shoe Shiner, was ,at our disposal. The excellent 
cuisine was only outshone by the hospitality 
and friendliness whioh were shown towards 
us during our stay there. 

A Coffee Reception set the ball rQl1ing and 
the Congress had finally begun. The Irish, 
acting true to form, found themselves seated 
at the same table 'as Miss Margrethe Kruse, 
President of the International Council of 
Nurses. The topic of conversation was Miss 
Kruse's stay in Ireland last September, where 
she claims ,to have been treated like a queen. 
Greetings are conveyed to aU who made her 
sbay so enjoyable and outstanding in her 
memory. 

At 3 p.m. sharp, the Germans are noted for 
their punctuality, we all congregated in the 
Aula Maxima, and were cordially greeted by 
Frau Hartman. Students from eleven different 
European countries were represented at this 
First International Congress: Finland, Nor
way, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, Austria, 
Swit:zierland, France, England, Ireland, and 
Germany. Italy and Spain due to language 
barriers were unable to attend. 

The first lecture on "The E.E.C.-its Goals 
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and Exercises" was delivered by Frau Dr. 
Bauer, managing director of the Agnes Karll 
Verband, a German Nurses' Organisation. 
This was a heavy but interesting talk, heavy 
due to the difficulty of orientating oneself to a 
strange language and most of the participants 
had travelled a long way. After an evening 
meal in the typical German fashion we ad
journed, each to his or her own liking. 

Tuesday saw us in the Palm Gardens of 
Frankfurt. To coin a phrase, words fail to 
describe the beauty of these gardens, they 
have to be seen to be believed. Here we were 
participants of a thousand strong gathering of 
student nurses from all parts of Germany, who 
were celebrating "German Student Nurses' 
day." Doctor Von Manger Konig, the State 
Secretary to the Minister for Health, gave an 
address on the political view of nursing on a 
National and European basis. He described 
nursing as being a unique and indispensable 
profession. One of his proposals was, co
operation between different countries in 
kidney transplants, etc. He also expressed 
his opinion that the nursing profession should 
not be exploited. Another entertaining de
livery was made by Miss Kruse in which she, 
as usual, produced the proverbial crystal ball. 
She predicts a favourable futUre in the I.C.N. 
with the definite formation of a student body. 
She was adamant about this fact and con
cluded by saying, old experience and young 
initiative are vital in organisation. Frau 
Shroeder, President of the Dutch organisation 
of nurses, spoke next and enlightened us 
about student nurses' organisations in 
Holland. She also recommended such an orga
nisation in every country. 

Having listened attentively to the orations 
of the day, th~ stud(}nts were then given the 
opportunity of expressing their opinions and 
criticisms. This discussion was led by a very 
able ;and experienced member of the Dutch 
Student Nurses' Organisation, experienced in 



the sense that he has formally attended 
Student Congresses in Scandinavia, and Ice
land. Some of the problems discussed were of 
great interest to us. 

1. Everyone expressed their opinion that 
there should be an international standard 
of education. 

2. A Student Council in every country. 

3. More congresses of this type. 

Entertainment-wise, the best of the evening 
was yet to come. We were invited by the Lord 
Mayor of Frankfurt for a "Frankfurter Abend" 
in the Imperial Chambers of the City Hall. 
This hall has for centuries been the landmark 
of the city. The evening opened with a sherry 
reception, after which we were formally 
greeted by the Mayor. We then proceeded, via 
a spiral staircase, to the reception hall which 
held an aura of romanticism, this being aug
mented by a four-piece orchestra playing 
chamber music. The catering was expertly 
done by Intercontinental Hotels Ltd.; we 
wined and dined to our heart's content. Our 
evening concluded with a personal introduc
tion to the Lord Mayor and the Chief Ad
ministrator of the St. Mark's Hospital in 
Frankfurt. Both had previously visited Ireland 
and were mesmerised by its charm and friend
liness. 

It was rather an effort to surface for 8.15 
a.m. breakfast the following morning. Never
theless, a very lively and interesting discus
sion took place from which some very bene
ficial points were derived. 

I 

1. One of the questions put forward was, 
whether nursing was becoming too tech
nical and mechanised? The general im
pression was that if we become too tech
nically minded the patient will appear as 
a mere object being kept alive by mech
anical deV'kes. Basic practical work it 
was felt is more important, but ad
mittedly some would have to specialise 
in different fields. 

2. Another point which was brought up was 
"Do nurses wish to become highly 
qualified ?-thus leaving all the ground
work to auxiHiaries, groundwork which 
is so important where patients are con
cerned, both physically ·and mentally." 
The general feeling was that nurses 
should be highly qualified in their sphere 

and that non-nursing duties should be 
abolished. 

3. Some forms of specialisation are indis
pensable. They are Midwifery, Intensive 
Care, Coronary Care, Theatre courses 
and Anaesthesia. In Germany, within the 
three-year training period, is included a 
twelve-week psychiatric course both 
theoretical and practicaL 

A visit and inspection of the North 
Western Hospital was next on the curriculum. 
Here we were greeted by our respective 
national banners and a welcome in each lan
guage including "Cead Mile Failte." We were 
heartily greeted by Matron and students of 
the hospital. Some of the most impressive 
aspe'cts of this hospital were at the Intensive 
Care Unit. This unit, which was within the 
Theatre complex, was divided in two:-(l) a 
twelve-bedded unit for the patients, and (2) 
a nurses' station. Observations of the patients 
are made ·through the medium of closed circuit 
television~ (3) A bed bureau. This title is not 
used in the same context as ours. It is a Unit 
where beds are sent after patients have been 
discharged. Here they are sterilised and re
turned to the ward, complete with fresh 
bed linen. The nurses' home was the most 
surprising element of our visit, this being 
fully equipped with every possible require
ment; private rooms, kitchen on every floor, 
laundry, complete with spin-driers and irons, 
a gymnasium, a recreation centre which 
allowed for parties, given whenever the need 
was necessary. And, last but not least. a flat 
roof for sun worshippers. 

While in the school of nursing we dis·· 
covered that their theoretical knowledge was 
much greater than ours. Their Block system 
is similar to ours but in addition they spend 
two days per week in the classrom. Another 
interesting piece of information was, students 
only do thirty nights of night-duty during 
their three years' training. After much inter
change of information regarding schooling in 

",the different nations, we were ushered into 
the students' Salle-a-Manger. Various dishes 
were displayed around the room in buffet 
style;' these included typical dishes from each 
of the cpuntries represented, minute national 
flags indi€ating the dish of the country. The 
studentt nurses- then did a sketch on a Heart 
Transplant which was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all. This was followed by one of the most 
enjoyable sing-songs either of us have ever 
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witnessed. Here We Irish took the initiative 
and set the ball rpllini by singing "Molly 
Malone" and the'~much-requested song of 
Dana "All Kinds of Everything." Each country 
followed suit and eventually we had an Inter
national Sing-Song in progress., The happy 
sing -song mood persisted even ob, our coach 
journey back to the W.P.I. where ''tirep. but 
happy, we all retired to our rooms. ' 

Our programme on Thursday included a 
Visit to the Markus Hospital (Protestant) In 
Frankfurt. Once again, after cordial greetings; 
we were brought on a conducted tour. This' 
hospital also included a Bed Bureau. What im
pr_essed us most here was the pre'paration of 
food for the patient. Food is made very' pre
sentable and is chosen froin menus catering 
for every type of diet. Another observation 
was tha,t the glass syringes were still in use, 
as these are found to be more practical. After 
inspeoting the different aspects of this hos
pital. we were summoned to the matron's 
offices where the Irish girls were sought out; 
we were heartily congratulated on the fact 
that the Irish are the inventors of the use of 
sheepskin in the prevention of decubtus 
ulcers. It appears to Us that many ·of their 
patients suffered from these ulcers. . 

Thursday evening was free to: enjoy at our 
own discretion - the shops displayed SUL:h 

attractive styles that we were automatically 
lured to them, but because of financial reaSons 
our purchases were limited. . . 

On the agenda for Friday was an exc.ursi~n 
to Odenwald, centre of the ivory Industry In 
Germany; here we visited the County Hos
pital. This resembled both in .structural 
appearances and methodical layout. the other 
hospitals which we had previously visited. The 
hospitality of the students here was incredible. 
They had prepared a spectacular programme 
for us which included: (a) a conducted tour 
of an enchanting castle and museum; '(b) a 
visit to the ivory works display; this was very 
impressive; (c) native folk music and dancing 
which enthralled the happy mob. ' 

Having bade our farewells,' we set £or(th for 
Heidelberg. The journey, which brOl~g9.t us 
along the course of the Ne~kar, through a 
maze of wooded hills and dales, was really 
breath-taking. Heidelberg it1?elf, certainly lived 
up to the reputation of being the fairy-tale 
city of Germany. Unfortunately our time there 
was curtailed, but nevertheless, allowed for a 
visit to the famous castle situated on a 
pinnacle overlooking the city. As t~pical 
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tourists we purchased all sorts of souvenirs 
and "knick-knacks," including postcards with 
the lyrics of the German song, "I Have Left 
My Heart in Heidelberg." The peace and quiet 
which reigned over the bus on our return 
journey to -Frankfurt was an indication of our 
sadness at leaving Heidelberg. 

On Saturday morning a very lively and in
teresting discussion was arranged for the con
clusion of the congress. Some of the problems 
discussed were:--

1. It was strongly felt by all that a studellt 
organisation was necessary. Firstly, a 
student organisation within each hospital, 
to deal with internal problems, and 
secondly, a national student body, which 
would be represented on the National 
Council. . and finally, an International 
Student Council. The point of these or
ganisations we felt was: 
(a) to develop a sense of unity and 
loyalty among students themselves; 

. (b) to promote better communications be
tween the higher authorities and 
students: 
(c) to try to solve controversial problems. 
f(lf example, some of the disciplin~ry 
action which are forced upon us. 

2. According to the International agree
ment on education of a nurse, an educa
tional standard equivalent to the 10th 
year of general education is necessary. 
On the question of the education of a 
nurSe we both expressed our opinion that 

, ..... the modern nurse should have an educa
",r ' • tional background similar or comparable 

to that of other professional groups, but 
only a mere handful agreed with us. 

Some of the recommendations which we 
feel worthwhile are as follows:-

1. A national student nurses' organisation. 
. 2'. Possibilities for furthering our education, 

i.e., courses provided for student nurses; 
foreign languages, curren t affairs an~ 
such like. 

3. Inter-Hospital activities should be pro
moted, for example, sports and inter
hospital debates. 

4 .. To maintain our high standard of Prac
tical.Nursing in Ireland. 

May we both take this opportunity to 
express our sincere gratitude to all those who 
made this trip possrble and a special word of 
thanks to the I.N.O. who financed our travel
ling expenses. 



SOCIAL LIFE IN THE RESIDENCY 

WILLIAM R. QUINLAN 

JULY 1st 1970 - This was the beginning of 
the end, yes this was the beginning of -the 

last year in the old St. Vincent's Hospital, St. 
Stephen's Green. Twenty-six young doctors 
hot from the fields of Medicine, Surgery and 
Obstetrics appeared on July 1st. But on this 
occasion they were divided - twenty were in 
St. Vincent's Urban and six were in the large 
new suburban edifice. 

In eaI"ly August, Dr. Joe Duignan became 
.\;ery enthusiastic about organising the social 
life of the combined (old and new) hospitals. 
He instilled enthusiasm into some of his more 
sedalte colleagues. These together with five or 
six hard-work,jng nurses and a few from Radio
logy and Pathology Departments. formed the 
nucleus of the Social Committee, 1970-71. 

As in former years the first major event was 
to be the masked ball-but with a difference: 
this was to be the biggest .and best masked ball 
ever held. The South County Hotel was once 
again chosen as the venue, and the date was 
October 28th, 1970. As this dat~ drew closer 
bookings poured in and this certainly promised 
to be a huge success. For this, the last masked 
ball launched from the "Green", the consul-

. tant staff turned up in large numbers. Drs. 
Fergus B~ady and Michael Hurley, as Masters 
of Ceremonies, were excellent. To mark the 
end of ·the old St. Vincent's, parties were given 
by the medical, nursing and paramedical de
partments each night during the last week of 
October. 

All too quickly the day of the "Big Move" 
arrived. On that morning the last Mass wa::: 
celebrated by Reverend Patrick Farnan, and 
there were many beavy hearts and tear-filled 
eyes in the congregation. Later that day the 
transport of the patients to Elm Park went 

off without a hitch. Each member of the resid
ence played his or her part in effecting a 
smooth move. A more memorable day was yet 
to come. 

Friday, November 27th saw the official 
opening in Elm Park. The huge marquees on 
the front lawns resounded with the sound of 
music and dancing until dawn. 

By then twenty-six interns were working in 
Elm Park. Efforts were made to resume the 
fortnightly beagling trips to Blessington, but 
unfortunately these soon faded into the past. 
However, Christmas was on the horizon and 
rushed prep.arations were made to organise 
the concert. This as usual provided many 
laughs and hours of entertainment. 

The New Year had come round once again. 
The Rugby Club Ball was held in the Gresham, 
and was most enjoyable. 

Over the next few months many members 
of the residency found themselves travelling to 
the four corners of Ireland, for some fantastic 
twenty-first birthday par~ies held by final 
year nurses. Apart from this all remained very 
quiet in the residency. 

Mid June came along and the Annual Resid
ency Dinner, which was held in the Montrose 
Hotel. Each person present sang or recited his 
party piece. The last Friday in June brought 
Social Activities to an end. This was marked 
by a grand formal dress party. A most 
delicious curry was supplied by··Mr. Fletcher 
and his staff. 

, Another year had come to an end. Thirty 
new ~nterns arrived on July 1st. Let us hope 
tha,t a residency social committee will be 
form{!d early in the year, and then a good year 
of social events should follow. 

sepenty-seven 



· . 
f-

I 
i 
1 
1 

I 

, , 

STUDENT NURSES MISSION GROUP 
... 

MARY ANGELA KELLY 

--THE transfer to Elm Park brought many 
changes but we are happy to say tl1C\t the 

Student Nurses' Mission Group remained in
tact, and its aims and ideas more progressive 
with- determination leading all the w,ay.\ 
Student nurses under the excellent guidance ' 
of Sister Mary Conception once again heard 
the objects 'of the Group-to help the poor 
in Dublin not 'however forgetting the far-off 
missions. 

We set the ball rolling with a "Charity 
Walk". The length ,and destination of the 
'Walk' was a bone of contention during many 
meetings. Finally the Retreat House, Ravens
well, Bray, was decided upon. Dynamic 
posters were erected in strategic positions 
throughout the hospital announcing the ten 
mile walk; cards were printed and last but not 
least, every member of the staff was en
couraged to participate either by 'acting as 
sponsor or preferably by walking. 

May 30th dawned bright and sunny. The 
Matron very kindly set us on our way, a way 
which proved most enjoyable. Fr. Farnan and 
Miss Bartley checked our cards at regular 
intervals and Sr. Mary Conception very kindly 
pro v ide d refreshments which kept the 
strength up. 6.30 p.m. saw the fir,st weary 

seventy,eight 

traveller arrive at Ravenswell exhausted but 
triumphant. Mother Rectress had a delicious 
tea waiting for us. This was much appreciated. 
Needless to state an early night was had by 
all thereafter! 

As we all know, the crisis in the North 
forced many refugees South of the Border in 
August, 1971. The Home for the Blind pro
vided shel ter for some refugees and some 
members of the Mission Group were delighted 
to be of definite help with regard to the 
Northern situation. The preparation and dis
tribution of meals occupied much time and the 
student nurses made themselves available. 
Clothes which had been collected throughout 
the yea,r were much appreciated by many of 
the refugee mothers for their children. 

We did not forget the Missions abroad, and 
parcels of clothing were sent to Chikuni. 
Money for postage was provided. by the funds 
which increased considerably after the 'Walk.' 

May I, on behalf of the Mission Club, take 
this opportunity to congratulate Mother 
Frances Rose on her appointment as Mother 
General. It is she who was the instigator of 
the 'Club' which we hope will claim the in
terest of many new student nur!'es in the 
coming year. 

Mary Gough, who has announced her 

engagement to Raymond Kelly. 



FINANCIAL AID FUND 

THE last meeting of the Ladies' Committee 
St. Vincent's Hospital Financial Aid Fund in 

the old hospital, St. Stephen's Green, was held 
on 14th September 1970. This was a combined 
meeting of the Executive and General Com
mittees, and the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, Mr. J. Donovan, presided. Mother 
Rectress, Mother Paula, was present. The 
Honorary Secretary submitted the Annual 
Report. 

Functions held since January 1970, included 
a concert by the Rathgar & Rathmines Musical 
Society; an Exhibition of International Prize
winning dolls by Miss Bernadette Maher; a 
Bring and Buy Sale at 28, Fitzwilliam Square, 
in May, and a Jumble Sale in the Green Out
Patients Department. 

A substantial sum of money was donated 
by Mother Rectress on behalf of the Ladies' 
Committee for the purpose of equipping a 
medical library in the new Hospital for 
medical and nursing students. 

Mother Rectress expressed her most grate
fulappreciation on behalf of the Community 
to Miss McDonnell, (Matron), Mrs. F. O. C. 
Meenan, (president), Miss Monahan. (Hon. 
SecretJa['y), an the Staff Nurses, the past 
Presidents, and members of the Committee 
for their generosity and hard work. Mrs. 
Meenan then thanked Mother Rectress 

and all present especially Miss Jean Powell, 
and the Staff Nurses, and on behalf of the 
Committee presented Mother Rectress with a 
bouquet. District Justice Eileen Kennedy was 
elected President for the ensuing year. 

The first meeting in Elm Park was held on 
6th October, 1970. Mother Canisius, Mother 
Rectress of Elm Park, welcomed the President, 
Miss Eileen Kennedy, and the Committee to 
Elm Park. 

Due to the move to the new hospital the 
Annual Sale of Work could not be held but a 
very successful Wine and Cheese Party (by 
kind permission of the President of Univer
sity College, Dublin), w.as held in 86, St. 
Stephen's Green. Miss Kennedy organised a 
very successful Bridge Drive. Miss Bernadette 
Maher held an exhibition of her dolls in the 
Concourse at Elm Park on St. Patrick's Day. 
It was a greater financial success than ever. A 
Pre-Easter Bring and Buy Sale was held in 
the Concourse and a Jumble Sale was held in 
June. 

In the Autumn it is proposed to hold an 
exhibition of Floral Arrangements by Mrs. 
Hegarty, President of the North Dublin Flower 
Club. 

A new year begins in October, 1971, and 
it is proposed to hold the Annual Sale of 
Work in December. 

Made Burke, who has announced her 

engag~ihent to Tony O'Keeffe. 
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- -THE RUGBY CLUB YEAR 
DENIS MEHIGAN 

'. Honorary Secretary 

" ,-" 

IT is fitting that the Season 1970-i1' which 
was ,our first one in our new abode should 

have been one of the most successful to date 
for 'the rugby club, We started the year with 
our A.G.M. on October 23rd, which 'threw up 
some exciting officers for the new season. Our 
President was Mr. Joe Gallagher, who has 
not been averse, in his chequered career, to 
scoring a few tries for the hospital, on the 
rugQY field and elsewhere. To lead the team 
we chose Mick Foley, and who better than 
Mick, who has done so much for the rugby 
club since coming to the hospital. 

The Hospitals' Cup commenced almost 
immediately after the A.G.M. and we 
managed to hand out a few solid defeats in 
the first two rounds to the Adelaide and the 
Meath-Mercer's Combination. It was a tragedy 
that Mick Smyth while playing such a great 
game in the latter match, acquired a knee 
injury which deprived him of his place on the 
Dublin team which played Toulon in France 
a week later. The Dental Hospital worried us 
in the early stages of the semi-final but soon 
succumbed to the skill and confidence of the 
Vincent's side. 

The final against the Mater was as usual 
a worrying encounter, but nothing daunted, 
the lads came out and beat them fairly by 18 
points to 6 at Donnybrook. This victory made 
us the first team to win the cup three years in 
succession, a notable feat with which to start 
our career in Elm Park. 

Our dress dance on January 21st was a 
resounding success, thanks mainly to the 
boundless energy and enthusiasm of our lady 
president, Mrs. Betty Gallagher, who with the 
expert assistance of her ladies' committee, 
made it a night to remember. Our other 
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activities in the sooia1 field, were somewhatt 
limited by the passing of the old O.P.D., the 
site of so many triumphs, but with the assist
ance of Palmerston R.F.C. on one occasion, 
and Mother Canisius, on another, we managed 
to add somewhat to the social whirl of St. 
Vincent's, by holding two highly successful 
parties. 

We set off for Edinburgh on February 26th 
where we defeated the Edinburgh Dental Hos
pital 6-3 for the Hospitals' Sickness Cup, 
thanks to moral support from old timer Brian 
Hurson on the wing, the singular expertise of 
Dr. Richard Cooke, and a blinding run by 2nd 
row forward Paudge Carey for the winning 
try. Edinburgh provided all with a wonderful 
weekend, especially Reggie Spellman, who in
dicated by his deft use of the hotel fire extin
guisher that he might have saved more lives 
as a fireman than as a doctor. 

Dr. Mulcahy's efforts to improve North
South relations resulted in our playing a match 
against the Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast 
in Belfield on May 1st, in which we soundly 
defeated them by 24 points to 6. They were 
a really great bunch of lads, and we look for
ward to travelling to Belfast next year to 
repeat the lesson. 

I think I can safely say that 1971 was an 
eventful year for the rugby club and I would 
like to congratulate the president, the captain 
and the team on their achievements, and thank 
all our supporters throughout the year especi
ally our vice-presidents and all the nurses, 
without whom things would have been a lot 
quieter. I am sure we will continue to reach 
even greater heights in our new environment 
at Elm Park. 



ST. VINCENT'S SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

ON 15th February, 1971, in the Lecture 
Theatre a Social Committee was formed. 

Sr. Francis Joseph chaired the meeting, and 
Mr. P. J. Fehily acted as Secretary. The follow
ing officers were elected:-

Chairman, Mr. Robert Shortt; Vice-Chair
man, Mr. Fintan Lawlor; Joint Treasurers, 
Miss Phena Doran, Mr. James Hickey; Secre
tary, Mr. P. J. Fehily. Committee: Misses K. 
Gill, A. McLoughlin, D. McCarthy, T. Kava
nagh, and Mr. C. McKenna. 

After some weeks, weekly collections were 
made and we purchased three table tennis 
tables. Table tennis was started, and seven
a-side soccer between the medical team and 
the stores staff team. After some months the 
working party asked us if we would consider 
amalgamation with the existing social com
mittee, and after some discussion with Mr. 
Trotter and the working party it was decided 
to disband both committees and form one 
central recreation committee. A meeting was 
called and a new committee was formed. The 
following officers were elected:-

Dr. J. Molony, Chairman; Mr. P. J. FehiIy, 
Vice-Chairman; Miss P. Doran and Mr. J. 
Hickey, Joint Treasurers; Miss R. Shanley, 
Secretary; Mr. R. Shortt, Mr. F. Lawlor, Dr. 
P. Lavin, Miss J. Bartley, Dr. B. Stuart, Miss 
D. Concannon, Miss M. Burke, Miss A. 
McLoughlin, Miss S. McCarth:y, Mr. E. 
Crummy, Dr. J. Bugler. 

One of ·the first steps to be taken by this 
new committee was to issue letter and agree
ment forms to the staff, asking for permission 
to have their contributions towards the sports 

and social club deducted from their salary. 
The response was fairly encouraging, and con
sequently membership cards were issued to 
those wishing to become members. 

We had our first social outing to the Hitch
ing Post. Leixlip, on the 9th June for dancing 
and cabaret. Dr. R. Mulcahy (in the absence 
of Dr. Molony who was on holiday), kindly 
came to present the cup to the stores team for 
their wJn in the seven-a-side soccer. The second 
outing was a scavenger hunt on July 23rd, with 
a party afterwards at the 4th Link, which was 
most enjoyable. 

Out of the scavenger hunt we discovered 
quite a lot of hidden musical talent amongst 
our staff. As a result we have now formed a 
folk group known as the "Elm Folk Group", 
and we are making our debut at the Fashion 
Show on September 20th at St. Vincent's 
hospital. 

The S.V.H. tennis team did very well this 
year in the Inter-Hospital's League, being 
narrowly beaten in the final, (3-2), by the 
Mater Hospital. 

With the opening of the new courts in St. 
Vincent's we hope to have an even stronger 
team next year, and win the cup for the first 
time in many years. 

The Recreation Centre is in process of being 
developed, and it is estimated that the cost 
will be approximately £100,000. Therefore, as 
you can imagine, funds are urgently needed. 
Already, many fund-raising activities have 
been held, and we hope to have the continued 
support of the staff for future activities. 

" 

, , 
'. , 
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-~WS- -FROM THE GROUP HOSPITALS 
-

ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL, CAPPAGH 

THE year 1971 has seen the rise of .some new 
developments here at Cappagh', Dr. J. 

Sheehan, F.R.C.S.I., has returned from 'abroad 
and has joined the orthopaedic consultant 
staff. He has approached with great enthu
siasm the development of a new joint replace~ " 
ment centre, which necessitated some major 
changes in ward allocation and the provision 
of a new air-filteI1ed sterile theatre. The wards 
at the proximal end of the hospital are now 
allocated to adult male and female patients 
and those at the distal end to boys and giflls. 
This should lend to greater quietness for the 
adults and to greater freedom of play for the 
children. The physiotheraphy department is 
now one unit and is sited in what was the 
lecture hall. Miss O'Donoghue seems very 
pleased with this as there is now room for the 
patients to move about more freely, and there 
is much greater opportunity for the more 
efficient use of staff. 

We had quite a few changes of staff during 
the year:-

Miss Maureen Ashe joined the team of 
tutors at Elm Park and we aI1e pleased to 
relate that we are still very much in contact 
with her. During her time here she helped 
quite a number of post-graduate students to 
their goal. She also made a contribution by her 
work in the medical library. Thanks to Miss 
Ashe, on occasions of presentation of certi
ficates, these functions were characterised by 
a very friendly atmosphere. Sister Margaret 
Lour\fes has stepped in as Sister Tutor travel
ling out from Elm Park on a few days each 
week. Miss Doreen Delaney came as rac1iogra
pher. Sister Teresa Baptist who had looked 
after the Blessed Imelda Ward, moved on to 
take up new work in Batili, England. Sister 
took an active interest in the CuartoiI1i Ie 
Muire movement helping practically at seaside 
holidays and also in getting people to Lourdes, 
She has been replaced by Sister Agnes Vincent 
who came to us from Temple Street. Miss 
Barbara Feeney, the plaster sister, and Miss 
Mary Guiney, a physiotherapist, have left us 
to gain experienoe elsewhere. We thank them 
for work well done and wish them every suc
cess. Dr. Frank Dowl,ing also moved on to take 
up duty at St. Vincent's and we wish him the 
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best of success. Sister J. Eugene has come back 
to join our occupational therapy staff. 

Some new appoin tmen ts have been made: -
Miss Catherine Landers, Assistant Matron. 
Miss Betty Grown, Home Sister. Miss Joan 
Walsh, Sister in St. Mary's Ward. 

ENGAGEMENTS AND MARRIAGES 

Miss Catherine Kennelly to Mr. Noel Duffy 
Miss Angela Walshe to Mr. John Meacher 
Miss Doreen Delaney to Mr. Matthew Hogan 
Miss Elinor Ticehurst to Mr. Michael Mumford 
Miss Gay Guiney to Mr. Ronald Harris 

We wish them all every happiness. 

POST REGISTRATION STUDENTS: 

Our one year orthopaedic course continues. 
The following were successful in their ortho
paedic examination: - Miss Eileen Glynn, 
Miss Catherine Kennelly, Miss Maura Gib
bons, Miss Angela Meacher, Miss Eileen 
O'Sullivan (Hons.), Sister Augustine Normoyle, 
Sister Elizabeth O'Neill, Sister Veronica 
McN ama,ra, Sister Patricia Duggan. 

FUND RAISING 

The many functions run during the year 
for fund raising purposes proved to be both 
financially and socially successfuL There were 
many willing and generous helpers and sup
porters both from within the hospital and 
outside it. From the children's point of view, 
foremost among the social events were those 
supplied by our two stalwarts Messrs. Camp
bell and Thompson-the outing to the Zoo, the 
visit to Arklow and the Christmas Show in the 
Olympia Theatre. 

Boy SCOUTS 

The 50th Dublin C.B.S.I. T'roop held an 
investiture in July. Larry Wolverson, an ex
patient now attending theschooloftechnology, 
Bolton Street, received a commission as assist. 
sub. master. He is the first physically handi
capped person to receive an officer's commis
sion in the C.B.S.I. He had to do many exten
sive cours,es to achieve this standard. The 
commission was presented by area commis
sioner, M1'. Frank Horan, and we were very 
glad to have Sister M. Angela and many ex
patients back with us for the occasion. 



Our other major social event was the staff 
dance which was held in Jury's Hotel in the 
month of April, and from all accounts seems 
to have been enjoyed by all. We look forward 
with God's help, to reaping the success of all 
this year's developments in the year 1972. 

ST. JOSEPH'S MEDICAL 
REHABILITATION CENTRE 

ST. JOSEPH'S is a modern residential build
ing accommodating seventy patients. 

The team-doctors, physiotherapists, occu
pational therapists and nurses are interested 
particularly in patients suffering from arthritis 
but neurological patients are also treated. The 
number of patients treated in 1970 was 200. 

In March, 1971, X-ray plant was installed. 
In September, 1971, a hydrotherapy unit, 

comprising a large gymnasium, occupational 
therapy and physiotherapy departments, was 
installed. 

These are obviously essential for the 
efficient running of the unit, and have proved 
their worth. 

We welcomed Dr. Kevin Connolly to our 
staff and with regret said good-bye to Dr. C. 
Cor~oran, who has left us for Our Lady's 
Hospital, Crumlin. 

THE CHILDREN'S' HOSPITAL, 
TEMPLE STREET, DUBLIN 

THE annual distribution of prizes and the 
awarding of the Hospital Certificates and 

Badges took place on 21st January 1971. All 
members of the medical and surgical staff, 
including the parents of the prize-winners 
were present. Rev. Mother Provincial and 
Mother Ann Eucharia welcomed the guests. 
Mr.J. P. Shanley, M.D. presided and Rt. Rev. 
Mgr. C. J. Barrett, P.P., V.G., presented the 
prizes. 

1!he script from the Minister for Healtlh. was 
read, in his absence by Major Vivion de Valera, 
T.D" who conveyed Mr. Childers' regret that 
he }Vas unable to attend. Major de Valera, on 
cOD;lpleting the delivery of Mr. Childers' mes
sage, said that it was an impressive occasitln 
seeing young women graduate in the nursing 
field. Every patient knew the warmth and un
derstanding that nurses had for their charges. 
In this modern world where everything was 

being organised and regimented the nurse 
had a unique part to play. The function was 
also attended by the Minister fer Lands, Mr. 
Sean Flanagan and Mrs. Flanagan. 

An address entitled "Training of Nurses
time for ohange" was given by Mr. D. Kelly, 
M.Ch., F.R.C.S.I., in which he advocated a 
common basic training for all branches of the 
nursing profession, involving one preliminary 
and fina[examination common to all nurses. 
Mr. Kelly said that the Neo-Natal Unit at 
Temple Street was a fine example of elective 
training facilities. The part that Temple Street 
Hospital played in screening for disease was 
well known, and the P. K. U. unit housed at 
the hospital was a great national success. Mr. 
Kelly urged further screening for further 
inborn errors of metabolism, which could now 
be detected. The screening of healthy school
children for asymptomatic urinary tract infec
tion was pioneered by the hospital on this side 
of the Atlantic. 

A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. B. 
Prendiville M.Ch., F.R.C.S.I. 

The followtng received prizes: 
Gold Medal in Paediatrics: Mr. Patrick 
Magee 
Silver Medal in Paediatrics: Miss Caro~ 
O'Donoghue. 
Kavanagh Gold Medal: Miss Mary Joyce. 
Mary Aikenhead Prize: Miss Vera Rogers. 
Special Prize: Miss ,E. O'Carroll. 

Twenty nine nurses, who were successful 
in the State Final Examination for Sick 
Children, received the Hospital Certificate and 
Badge. 

The Integrated Course with St. Vincent's 
Hospital commenced in April 1971. This is 
03. four year Course combining S.R.N. and 
S.R.S.C.N. 

RECENT ApPOINTMENTS: 

'. Dr. N. O'Brien, F.R.C.P.I., D.C.H., 
, Paediatrician. 

Dr. N. O'Donohoe, M.D., F.R.C.P.I., D.C.H., 
~ Neurologist. 

'. The neW, X-ray Department was opened on 
the 7th May"·1971. Sir William Butlin donated 
the sum of £5,000 for additional foundations 
required for further developments on this site. 

A new Administration Block was 'built to 
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At the presentation of prizes at Temple Street Hospital were from left: Nurse E. O'Carroll, 

Special Award; Miss Mary Joyce, winner of the Kavanagh Gold Medal; Nurse Vera Rogers, 

winner of the Mary Aikenhead Prize, and Nurse M. Lane, prize winner, 3rd year nurses. 

house this expanding department. The 
Casualty Department was extenqed by the 
USe of three additional rooms. It is anticipated 
that the new Nurses' Home will be available 
in September, 1971. 

Our sincere good wishes on their engage
ments are extended to: Flora Wilson to Mr. 
Frank Moran; Aileen Quinlan to Dr. J. Stacey; 
Olivia O'Hare to Anthony Darby; Niamh Ryan 
to Robert Fox; Bridie Dunne to Michael 
O'Shea. 

ST. ANTHONY'S REHABILITATION 
CENTRE 

ANOTHER year has passed by, and St. 
Anthony's is very pleased to welcome a 

new complex of buildings, St. Vincent's Hos
pital, overshadowing us on the Merrion Road. 
These buildings are rapidly taking shape (as 
they have been for many years), and we look 
forward to seeing our junior partner in the 
medical world reach maturity in the very near 
future! We ~re very grateful to St. Vincent's 
for its constant co-operation and help, in par
tiou}ar its Admissiions Office, Pathology, 
O.P.D. and X-ray Departments. 
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There is no very big news from St. 
Anthony's, but we would mention a few 
interesting items. 

Dr. MoQony, our ,Medical Director, attended 
a post-graduate course in rheumatology in 
London last autumn, and has recently been 
elected a member of the Heberden Society, 
which is an association of rheumatologists in 
London. At St. Anthony's he, in conjunction 
with Dr. Kelly ,and Dr. Hennessy, has been 
working on a double-blind trial of a new anti
infiammaJtory drug. It will be no surprise to Dr. 
Molony's colleagues in St. Vincent's and eilse· 
where to hear that he was elected captain 
of Lahinoh golf club for 1970. 

Mother Francis Mary is patiently awaiting 
sanction from the Department of Health for 
the extension so badly needed. It is said that 
all things come to those who wait-Mother 
Francis Mary is beginning to doubt this! 

Sister Paul Mary, physiotherapist, continues 
to take a very active interest in the Patients' 
Guild, which meets monthly and has a summer 
outing and Christmas party each year. 

Sister Joseph Albertus has always been dedi
cated to the itinerants and spends much of her 
free time, (which is very little after running her 



school in St. Anthony's Hospital), organising 
functions and entertainments to make life 
brighter for them. 

Sister Teresa Agnes takes her responsibHi
ties very seriously, especially when Mother 
Francis Mary is away, and does a check twice 
daily at the clinic to make sure everything is 
going !<ike clockwork~which it always is! 

Sister Mary Bride, one of our occupational 
therapists, has recently spent s()me months 
in Liverpool on a oourse in domiciliary occu
pational therapy with a view to expanding 
services at St. Anthony's. We were very 
pleased when she recently returned to the fold. 

Agnes White, ohief occupational therapist, 
attended a course in splint-making at the 
Occupational Therapy College in Dun 
Laoghaire. The Association of Occupational 
Therapists must be pleased with Maeve Nally, 
as they have re-elected her as their seoretary! 

We are very pleased to announce that 
Micheline Murphy, physiotherapist, will be 
getting married in September. However, she 
will continue to work at St. Anthony's after 
her honeymoon as Mrs. O'Higgins. Our very 
best wishes to her and Jim for every happiness 
in the future. 

We were sorry to bid au revoir to J can 
Bowe, physiotherapist, who married Brian 
Leonard in July. They spent their honeymoon 
camping in Greece and were particularly en
raptured with Delphi. 

Joan Bruton, another physiotherapist, got 
leave of absence to go to India where she 
arrived by Land Rover. She spent almost three 
months abroad, v,is.i.ting Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and Nepal. Because of Jane's medical back
ground she was appointed 'medicine man,' 
although she only had to treat 'Delhi Beny'. 
Mother Francis Mary promised to fly over to 
her assistance should an outbreak of anything 
more serious occur. Jane was welcomed back 
to St. Anthbny's in February, when she 
arrived bedecked in an Afghan coat and fancy 
foreign jewellery. 

Maire O'Reilly, our Nursing Sister, is a 
stalwart member of the team, and a most 
enthusiastic tennis player. She and Gillian 
Far·reB, physiotherapist, play incessantly dur
ing lunch hour, and we suspect arc training for 
stardom either at Fitzwilliam or Wimbledon! 

We extend a very warm welcome to Shirley 
Hall, who recently joined St. Anthony's as 
remedial gymnast. Before joining us last year 
she had been on voluntary services overseas 
in Rhodesia for some time, and until we got 

Shirley we didn't real1ly realise how essential 
a remedial gymnast is to a rehabilitation 
centre such as ours. 

Weare also very pleased to have Mrs. 
Hilary den Hollander on' our staff as speech 
therapist. Hila·ry and her husband spent six 
months on a camping honeymoon in India. 
She had some wonderful and frightening ex
periences there, and would rather not talk 
about the latter for fear of bringing up emo
tional reactions whioh would be difficult to 
deal with! Hilary is very psychological 
minded! 

We are just getting to know Claire Mitchell 
who joined us recently as locum social worker 
and will, unfortunately, be leaving us in Sep
tember; also Emma Delahunty as physio
therapd.st. 

We were very sad to lose Hilda O'Connell, 
medical social worker, in May, having spent 
over six years at St. Anthony's. She is now 
working in the Eye and Ear Hospital, but 
joins us for lunch at least once a week. So we 
reaUy feel she's still part of the place, as indeed 
she deserves always to be. 

We were also sorry to say goodbye to Dr. 
Colette Corcoran who left us in July to go to 
the Children's Hospital in Crumlin. We en
joyed having her with us for the year as S.H.O. 

Our secretary, Eileen O'Connell, spent six 
months working in a hospital in New York, 
but she makes little oomment other than to 
say it was an experience she could have well 
done without! 

We congratulate Dr. Donie KeUy and 
Georgina on the birth of a baby boy; Dr. 
Maurice Brennan and Dympna on the birth at 
a baby girl; and Dr. Jean and Bobby Quill on 
the birth of a baby boy. 

We were shocked to learn of the death of 
Mrs. Kitty Carty last year. Mrs. Carty had 
been with us almost from the beginning as a 
voluntary worker and was happy to help us 
out in many ways, R.I.P. 

Our Speech Therapy Department at St. 
Anthony's continues to supplement the col
Jege's training programme by offering faciHties 
f(')( observation and practical experience to 
students. Our PhYSIiotheraphy, Occupational 
Theral?Y and Social Work Departments do 
likewise. Our warmest regards to Sr. Marie 
de Monti<?rt, Principal, So~ool of Speech 
TherapYJ and Sister J oseph ~ugene, Lecturer 
in St. Joseph's College of Occupational 
Therapy. 

We were pleased to have with us for a short 
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time Rebecca Beggs, who is Assistant Princi
pal of the School of Speech-Therapy, and Mrs. 
Ann Pa-rk, Speech.Jherapist who worked with 
us on a session;al basis. 'Anne Musgrave, 
another of our speech therapists, left us last 
year to work in a voluntary capa,city in under
privileged areas in Cyprus. 

We congratulate Sister Francis 'Helena on 
getting her final examination, S.R.N. We wish 
her good luck in her new work in Nd01a. 

Our Fund Raising Committee thanks St. 
Vincent's Hospital very much for its support 
at the Wine and Savouries function held in, 
January, and whispers loudly that another 
such froliC' will be held in Leopardstown Race 
Course on 8th October. It should be fun, and 
you never know whom you might meet! 

On a final note, our deepest thanks to all 
our voluntary workers, and surely nobody 
will take it amiss if Mr. John Threadgoid re
ceives special mention, as he devotes two or 
three afternoons a week to helping out in all 
departments. 

ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL, BALDOYLE 

WE are pleased to announce that Kathleen 
Egan who is one of our patients and a 

member of the Irish Wheelchair Association 
travelled to Stok'e Mandeville Hospital in Eng
land this year to compete in the International 
Games and she won two bronze medais for 
table tennis. She also won a cup and medals 
at the Irish Wheelchair Association games. 

The patients hav'e had several outings this 
year and among these were a trip to Arklow, 
a number of visits to the pictures, to the 
equestrian events run by the Junior members 
of the South Dublin Hunt and flying trip 
organised by the Irish Aero Club. 

One of our patients, Martin Naughton, has 
formed a football club for his feHow patients 
of which he is manager and they are looking 
forward to competing in the local soccer 
league this year. Martin who attends the 
secondary school is awaiting the results of his 
Intermediate Examination. 

Mrs. Hennessy, Principal of the Hospital 
School, kindly offered to lend her new bunga
low in Kilkee t9 give some of the patients a 
holiday. W e acc~pted her kind offer and Miss 
Teresa Kelledy, ward sister, together with two 
student nurses accompanied five of the 
patients and they spent a very enjoyable week 
there during the month of June. 
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The Howth parish take ten of our most 
handicapped patients on their pilgrimage to 
Our Lady's Shrine, Knock, each year. They 
travelled on 9th May and had a most enjoyable 
day. 

A branch of the National Association for 
the Welfare of Children in Hospital 
(N.A.W.C.H.) has been formed in this country 
recently. Mrs. Hemmens, President of the 
Association lives in Ma>lahide and her mem
bers have been most helpful in ar'ranging trans
port to take children home for week-ends 
whose parents cannot collect them and can
not afford to get a taxi. They meet children's 
parents at the railway stations who are coming 
from the country and bring them to Baldoyle. 
They also help the Montessori teacher in the 
mornings with the small patients. 

We have a number of children who have 
nobody belonging to them and the Catholic 
Godparents Guild have arranged for some of 
the,ir members to act as Godparents to the 
children. 

Our Boy Scouts Troop have Qecome very 
active under Scoutmaster Mr. Declan Keogh. 
Our scouts recently attended the North 
Eastern Area Annual Mass in Donnycarney 
and they also took part in the Boy Scouts 
Walk at the beginning of May. As most of 
our patients are in wheelchairs, the Scout
master arranged for his friends from the 
Raheny troop to wheel the patients. Unfortu
nately it was raining very heavily but that did 
not stop anyone from finishing the whole dist
ance. 

We wish to express our thanks to Cuair
teoid Ie Muire who have taken ten of our 
patients to Lourdes this year and five patients 
for a holiday to Ba1lybunion. 

We also wish to thank Mr. John Thompson 
and friends for all the films and outings that 
they SiQ kindly gave to our patient& this year. 

Weare glad to announce that the construc
tion of lOur new swimming pool has started and 
we look forward to using it. For this of course 
we express our sincere thanks to the members 
of our Building Fund Committee who have 
worked so hard to raise the money for the 
necessary funds. 

Durin'g the year we got a new Social Worker, 
Miss Mary Harnett, who since her arrival here 
has got married to Mr. Brian Doyle. May we 
offer them our heartiest congratulations. 

As the great need for an occupational 
therapist becomes more apparent, we hope to 
appoint one in the very near future. 



We have been very fortunate in having a 
speech therapist this year. Miss Lydia Watson 
who is a Scottish girl has been with us for over 
a year now. The previous Austral1an speech 
therapist, Miss Faith Manning, was married 
in Perth during the year. 

Weare very happy to welcome the spee'Oh 
therapy students fmm the Dubl~n College of 
Speech Therapy who have begun to visit our 
department for observation of treatment. 

Miss Marguerite Moran, our Senior Physio· 
therapist, left during the year to take up a 
position in Denmark. 

Most of our patients require long term 
treatment and Mr. Gallagher, Orthopaedic 
Surgeon, arranged for a film to be made each 

Catriona Kinsella, who was recently married to 
Mr. Rudy Jakma. 

year of the children's progress in the Physio
therapy Department. This has proved of great 
benefit as we can see whether the ohiIdren 
have progressed or deteriorated. 

The nurses held their 7th Annual Dress 
Dance in Dublin Airport on Friday, 20th 
November 1970 and needless to say this was 
a great success. 

We extend our heartiest congratulations to 
one of our nurses, Miss Patricia Stroker, who 
has announced her engagement to Mr. Aidan 
Doyle. 

Congratulations to staff nurse, Miss Breege 
Mooney, who was married to Mr. Patrick 
Farrell and physiotherapist, Miss Mary Haier, 
who was married to Mr. Tony McHenry. 

Julita O'Brien. 'who has announced her engagement 
to Mr. Carthage Conlon. 
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CHRISTIANITY IN ACTION 
" " RE,V, EDWARD KEELAGHAN, S.J. 

. ',,,,-
,Father Ed. Keelaghan zs the National.Promoter of The Christian Life Community in 

Ireland. His office is at the Central Secretariate of CLC, 37 Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2. 

NOT JUST WORDS .AND TALK 

IN the world. of today people are not im-
pressed by titles, whether we call ourselves 

christians or whether we call ourselves 
catholics. They see our value in what we really 
are and in what we sincerely do. Christianity 
of its nature signifies an unselfish interest in 
helping others in imitation of Christ who came 
to help all men. So today's world seeks a 
return to what St. John said to the first chris
tians : -"Our love should not be just words 
and talk; it must be true love which shows 
itself in action (1 John 3.18). 

SINCERE PRAYER LEADS To ACTION 

Prayer is absolutely essential. "Without Me., 
you can do nothing" said Christ. But prayer is 
not just enough, especially when it becomes 
a preoccupation with selfish desires. Real 
prayer is openness to God's love, and we can
not love God and remain blind to our neigh
bour's wants. That is what St. Jo1m also 
stresses: -"For he cannot love God whom he 
has not seen if he does not love his brother 
whom he has seen. This then is the command 
that Ghrist gave us: he who loves God must 
love his brother also" (1 John 4.20). Indeed 
the nearer we come to Christ in prayer the 
greater will be our desire to help others. If 
my life has been reaHy with Christ in prayer 
and my will, no matter what the distractions, 
has really been trying to be united with His, 
then that love for Christ wiU abide in me and 
influence my attitude towards others. There 
is only one way of proving and knowing that 
I love God, that is by my love of, or interest 
in, my neighbour. It is not enough to pray for, 
or even to baptise a child when that child's 
stomach is swoHen four times its natural size 
through starvation. The child must be fed. 
It is not enough to preach at hungry people. 
You must show them the interest of Christ 
Our Lord Who fed the hungry in the desert. 
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This is christianity in action. It is the social 
responsib[lIity brought home to us in the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. Who are the 
half dead by the roadside of our daily path? 
If we are committed christians we dare not 
pass them by. There are social problems 
today from which we cannot stand aloof. 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

The apostolate of christian social action can 
be carried out in various ways-by the in
dividual or through existing groups or as a 
member of our own group. 

INDIVIDUAL ApOSTOLATE 

The personal apostolate .of an individual will 
differ from person to person. A young or un
married person may have more time to 
exercise this social responsibility than has a 
mothe'r of a family. But ]here are many married 



people who exercise a personal apostolate in 
such ways as offering once a week to bring 
meals on wheels to some elderly or sick person 
living alone. Each year (for the past thirty 
years), in the Dublin Diocese, many mothers 
of families help the poor and the disabled by 
bl1inging them a hot dinner from one of the 
fourteen Food Cent-res which are under the 
care of the Catholic Social Service. "A little 
help is worth a deal of pity". 

The social responsibility can be exeroised 
right in the family itself. A prominent mother 
of Women's Liheration recently came to this 
coruclusion: ~"All of us can't be leaders. 
Some of us have to be followers too. I feel I 
am contr-ibuting to our community just by 
trying to help make my children good 
citizens". 

And we all realise the personal apostolate of 
the nurse. In a recent questionnaire on "Why 
I chose nursing" these replies were in the 
forefront: -"To serVe my neighbour by serv
ing all kinds of sick people and to bring others 
the fruits of modern science,"; "to bring cheer 
into the lives of those who suffer"; "to help 
those less fortunate ilian myself,"; "to do 
whatever good I can;" "to help the sick in their 
suffering and give consolation to those who 
are dying"; "to re-awaken in the sick a new 
outlook on the crosses God has placed on 
their shoulders"-that is why I chose nursing. 
N or need we stress the fact that the ordina:ry 
work of the ordinary day can be our greatest 
means of showing our social responsibillljty. 
Cardinal Newman prayed: -"God grant that 
every person I come in contact with, may see 
your presence in my life". 

Fr. Karl Rahner, the great tpeologian of 
the twentieth century, puts it thus: "Where 

, someone experiences laughter or tears, bears 
responsibility, stands by the truth, breaks 
through the egoism in his life with other 
people: where someone hopes against hope, 
faces the shallowness and stupidity of the daily 
run and bustle with humour and patience, re
fusing to become embittered; where someone 
learns to be silent and in this inner silence 
lets the evil in his heart die rather than spread 
outwards; in a word, wherever someone lives 
as he should like to live, combatting his own 
egoism and the continual temptation of inner 
despair~there is christianity, there is the 
event of grace". 

CO-OPERATING WITH EXISTING GROUPS 

Ireland is a country of many organisations. 

It would be tragic if tlhese multitudinous asso
ciations did little more than tear the hair 
out of each other-for the love of God! Why 
do we find springing up all around us various 
kinds of little groups, many of them professing 
humanism while decry,ing christianity? Is it 
that christianity has failled? Or is it that we 
have failed to be authentic christians? These 
are questions we must ask ourselves if we 
want to disoover the purpose of chriistianity. 
The first step on the road of christian action 
is christian co-operation. The pagans said of 
the early christian groups: -"See how they 
love one I(lnother ! " 

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITY GROUP 

The CLC is not another christian group for 
the sake of starting something new. It is as old 
as 1563 when it was founded as Our Lady's 
SodaUty to implement the wishes of the Coun
cil of Trent. It is however, renewed with the 
renewal of the Second Vatican Council whose 
aims it seeks to fulfil. It has therefore a pro
gramme uof religious and human formation 
with personal and group apostolate under the 
inspiration of Our Lady, Mother of God and 
Mother of the Church". As of old it took its 
headlines from Trent under the name 
"Sodality of Our Lady" so now it seeks to 
follow Vatican II whose Decree on the Apos
tal ate of the !;aity teHs Us that Christ's work, 
"while concerned with the salvation of men, 
also involves the renewal of this whole world 
of time". This is the aim of the Chr-istian Com
munity programme. 

The Act of Commitment in the Christian 
Life Group is a summary of what the Church 
asks from its members today. 

\ 

"Virgin Mary, Mother of God, 
You set the standard for a christian life 
by the fulfilment of your part in GOod's 
designs. Help us to take our place in the 
Creator's plan by making ourselves the 
persons we ought to be, by performing 
our earthly tasks in the spirit of the 
Gospel. We resolve to render service, 
sincere and faithful, deeply christian and 
truly human as loyal followers of your 
5,.on." 

Ihve. wish to be truly devout to Our Lady, 
we must';strive to honour her Son. Her chief 
work was to do the will of God, and thus she 
played her Rar.t in the redemptJion of the world. 
Just as she played her part in her time, so 
we are asked to ' play our part in imitation of 
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her: Members 'of the-Christian Life Commun
ity partake i,n a way of life- wide enough to 
be adapted to the di.\rerse needs and circum
stances of'diverse parishes land situations. The 
CLC Group~ are "for those who feel a more 
urgent need to unite their humal! life on all 

. its dimensions with the fuHness of their. 
christian faith". There :is no recrt!itment. 
There is no internment of those who wish to 
leave. We ask only that those who are not 
sincere members should not be members. 

THE CHALLENGE OF CLC 
It is a challenge to those who would take 

christianity and the church to task for being 
too concerned about the spiritual needs of 
man to be sufficiently concerned about his 
material wants. We hold that christian action 
is spiritual though there must also be prayer. 
Indeed just as sincere prayer leads to christian 
action, (since the love of God obtained in true 
prayer is of its nature out-going), so christian 
action in turn leads to more prayer because it 
is onJy when we try to do something worth
while that we realise our inadequacy, unless 

God be our helper. Prayer and action are com
plementary as both legs are when wa!.king. To 
use the one weB it is necessary to use the other. 
This is our answer to the humanists of today. 
We say they do well in doing good, but we 
say they could do much better if they knew 
about christianity and lived it. Others say that 
christianity is only faith and worship and only 
indiv1idual spirituality. On the contrary, 
christianity was first opposed by the Roman 
Empire, and in geneml by the non-christian 
states since then, precisely because of its 
social ~impHcations which demand action. 
Christianity is something that is always being 
reborn, because it was founded on the fact that 
Christ was crucified for mankind and arose 
I3ga1in from the grave. 

"One only among the sons of men" says 
Cardinal Newman "has carried out a perfect 
work and satisfied and exhausted the mission 
on which he came. One alone has with his 
last breath said 'Consummatum est'. But raIl 
who set abolit their duties in faith and hope 
and love with a resolute heart and a devoted 
will are able, weak thou~h they be, to do 
what though incomplete is imperishable." 

SEVENTEENTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
L. TROTTER 

THE seventeenth International Hospital Con-
gress, organised by the International Hos

pital Federation in collaboration with the Irish 
Hospitals Commission, was held, for the first 
time in Ireland, from 13th-18th June, 1971. 
The headquarters of the Congress, and the 
main assembly took place at the Royal Dublin 
~ociety, Ballsbr.idge, and was attended by over 
1,000 delegates from all over the world. A 
hospital equipment exhibition was held at the 
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Congress Halls, concurrently wit h the 
assembly. 

The Congress was opened on Monday 14th 
June with addresses of welcome from Dr. 
fl'rench O'Carroll, chairman of the Irish organ
ising committee, and Dr. J. c. J. Burkens, 
President of the International Hospital 
Federation, who mentioned the much wider 
var1ety of subjects treated than at similar Con
gresses twenty years ago. 



Mr. Erskine Childers, Tanaiste and Minister 
for Health, gave an address and referred to 
some of the special problems which faced the 
country's medical and health serVIces. He men
tioned the formidable task of unifying the 
hospitals and general health services under 
area health boards, under the provision of the 
Health Act 1970, which is the basis for a 
complete re-organisation of the country's 
health services. 

The next few days were devoted to discus
sion groups who listened to papers presented 
by top speakers drawn from the many partici
pating countries. There were five discussion 
groups, each of which held three meetings ,and 
at each session, meetings of three different 
groups were running simultaneously. 

In addition to the main Congres,s activities, 
there were various allied groups also holding 
meetings; the European Association of Train
ing Programmes in Hospital and Health Ser
vices Administration; R'a,tU.onalisation of Hos
pital Buildings; the InternationaI Catholic Con
federation of Hospitals and the Christian 
Medical Commission organised a symposium 
on the place of church-related hospitals in 
health care in developing countries; the 
Teaching Hospitals Groups conducted a sym
posium on reforms in medical education in 
Sweden, France, Great Britain and the U.S.A., 
together with a number of small study groups 
held on two evenings. 

One of these evening sessions was held at 
St. Vincent's Hospital when three groups were 
held concurrently to listen to addresses given 
on: The Role of the Health Service Centre .in 
an experimental Health Servce system in the 
United States; The Centre Hospitalier Univer
sitaire-in French; the Commissioning of the 
new St. Vincent's Hospital. 

The talk on the new St. Vincent's Hospital 
was well attended and a lively discussion 
followed on the problems experienced in clos
ing down the old hospital in St. Stephen's 
Green and moving out patJients and staff to 
the new large hospital complex at Elm Park. 

Afterwards, speakers and guests were enter
tained to a buffet supper in the recently com
pleted staff rest room at which the catering 
department excelled themselves. 

The volume and weight of the knowledge 
disseminated at the many ,and varied Con
gress sessions were relieved and comple
mented by a series of ev,ening receptions where 
delegates and guests could renew acquaint
ances and digest the flow of information in 
more congenial surroundings. 

On the Sunday evening, immediately prior 
to the opening of the Congress, the Hospitals 
Commission held a reception at the Royal 
Dubl,in Society, Ballsbridge. 

On the Monday evening, delegates attended 
receptions held at a number of selected hospi
tals in Dublin. The largest of these was at St. 
Vincent's attended by almost 200 guests and 
members of the hospital staff. 

The Tanaiste and Minister for Health, Mr. 
Erskine Childers was the host at a reception 
given in the splendid State Appartments of 
Dublin Castle, on Tuesday 15th June. 

There was a performance of 'Borstal Boy' by 
Brendan Behan (adapted for the stage by 
Frank MacMahon) at the Abbey Theatre on 
Wednesday 16th June. 

The Con~ress closed with an Irish Cabaret 
and Ball in the Inter-Continental which was 
attendled by visiting and local hospital people. 

At the time of the Congress, the new St. 
Vincent's Hospital had been open for only 
eight months and was an obvious centre of 
interest, situated so close to the Congress 
Centre. The time set aside for tours of the 
hospital appeared in the programme as Friday 
afternoon, when almost 400 guests were con
ducted round the hospital in escorted parties. 
Interest was such that additional visits were 
organised and tours were conducted on each 
afternoon of the week. The experience gained 
during these visits was of great value in pre
paring for the detailled tours on the Friday 
afternoon, and provided opportunities for fur
ther exchange of opinions and items of in-

. terest on world-wide hospital affairs. , 

, , 
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SGHOOL 

, 
N0W ADA YS there is much emph,asis on 

. development - development in the,u'nder 
developed countries (the third world), develop
ment of our own resources, personality de
velopment etc. To help others develop---and" 
surely' this should be the aim of every nurse
we must first of all be developed, integrated 
personalities. Development means education, 
not just passing examinations and glorying in 
an achievement, academic or professional, but 

ongoing. We' live in a technical age and to 
keep "with it" we must keep on, ever studying, 
ever learning anew with new things. However 
this ongoing education does not mean that we 
become adept "machine" workers; we must 
never forget that in nursing we deal with 
people. Medical activity which is not an inte
gI1:lJted effort of global lifting up and develop
ment, is partly useless or at least inefficient, 
while as an integral part of the entire process 
of development, it can make a valuable con
tribution. We should live the truth that our 
medical and nursing activity is not only the 
improvement of bodily health but above all 
the participation of the sick in the struggle led 
by God for the development of the whole man 
and all men. 

TUTORIAL STAFF 
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Front (I. to r.) Miss M. Ashe, Sr. Mgt. Vincent (Principal Tutor), Miss M. Bourke, 
Back (I. to r.) Miss E. Woulfe, Sr. Mgt. Lourdes, Miss P. Doyle 

(Photo : Godson) 



The Nursing School in Elm Park provides 
me nurses with ample opportunity to keep 
pace with all the changes taking place in nurs
ing education and in medical science. 

The new school building is laid out as 
follows: 

Ground Floor: -Principal tutor's office. 
one large lecture hall, two smaller classrooms 
and a practical room. On the 1st floor there is 
a very well equipped laboratory, a large bright 
library and study room with a dividing door 
between. There is also a conference room, an 
interview room, tutor's offices and a clinical 
tutor's office. The nurses assembly hall is now 
nearing completion. It will be used for social 
and academic functions. Teaching equipment 
has been generously replaced and supplied. 
Everyday something new and useful arrives. 
We are most grateful to all who helped us with 
the difficult task of choosing this equipment. 
Our hope is to carryon the nursing tradiHon 
of St. Vincent's. We can only pray in the 
words of Teilhard de Chardin: 

"Give me to recognise in other men, Lord 
God, the radiance of your own face. The irre
sisHble light of your eys shining in the depths 
of things, has already driven me into under
taking the work I had to do and facing the 
difficulties I had to overcome. Grant me now 
to see you also and above all in the most in
ward, most perfect, most remote levels of the 
souls of my brother-men." 

NURSING SCHOOL STAFF: 

Tutors: Sr. Margaret Vincent, Miss M. Ashe, 
Sr. Margaret Lourdes, Miss M. Bourke. 

Clinical Instructors: Miss P. Dpyle, Miss E. 
Woulfe. 
Our sincere good wishes are extended to 

Miss Cheryl Kearney and Miss Gay Kenny 
who have commenced the Clinical Instructors 
Course in Ipswich Oivic College . We look for
ward very much to their return. 

THANKS: 

We extend our gratitude to the Medical 
and Surgical Staffs, Registrars, Dietitians, 
Physiotherapists, Social Workers, Miss Brazel, 
Salaries Office, Miss F4tzpatrick, Pharmacist, 
and iMiss Downes, Science teacher, for lec
tures and help they have given during the year. 
A special "Thank you" to our Chaplains, 
Reverend Frs. Fox and Cloonan who give 
weekly talks to the student nurses while in 
Block, and to the Ward Sisters for their co
operation at all times and for their interest in 

the welfare and training of the nurses. Miss 
Jennifer Car thy, who is our very efficient Secre
tary, deserves a speci'al word of thanks for all 
her help. 

STUDENT NURSE INTAKE: 

JANUARY, 1970. 

Sr. K. Healy, Sr. P. Claver, Sr. C. Scarry, 
Teresa Costigan, Charlotte Browne, Anne 
Curran, Mary Dalton, Jane Delahunty, Rita 
Catherine Harrington, Mary Hynes, Ann 
Jennings, Mary McGovern, Brid McCoole, 
Valerie McKiernan, GeraIdiine MZlckey, Isolde 
Mallie, Mary Mansfield, Catherine Meagher, 
Margaret Merrigan, Jean Murphy, Maura 
Murphy, Claire O'Callaghan, Barbara O'Shea, 
Marie O'Toole, Geraldine Ryan, Ellen Starr, 
Mary SprIIane, Mary Stokes, Aileen Stronge, 
Carmel Tighe. 

APRIL,1970 

Joan Barry, Valerie Bourke, Lucy Carroll. 
Elizabeth Cleere, Bernadette Goggins, Mary 
Delaney, Maria Divers, Susan Donnelly, 
Mairead Glasheen, Mary Hearn, Rosemary 
Horgan, Nuala Haran, Veronica Hyland, 
Margaret Jeffers, Breda Lynch, Margaret 
Murphy, Annette Moran, Patricia Meagher, 
Catherine McDonnell, Stephanie MacDarby, 
Elizabeth McCarthy, Veronica Owens, Mary 
O'Byrne, Mary O'Sullivan, .Margaret Purcell, 
May Quirke, Geraldine Ryan, Joan Reddin, 
Ann Semple, Carmel Sheridan, Geraldine 
Walsh, Rosaleen Walsh, Mary White. 

JUNE, 1970 

Helen Coleman, Frances Curtin, Margaret 
Delahunty, Vera Finn, An,l Ga!lan. Eileen 
Geoghegan, Ann Marie Hogan, Margaret 
J ones, Catherine Ker'r, Marie Kerr, Kathleen 
Maher, Angela Murray, Mary Mulvihill, 
Therese McGovern, Patricia McKernan, 
Margaret Smith, Mary Ryan, Maria Sweeney, 
Margaret Treacy. 

OCTOBER, 1970 

" Sister Francis Maria, Sr. Francis Darwen, 
Marie Barry, GeraIdine Boyce, Delia Carr, 
Ange~a Callanan, UWa Campbell, Ursula 
COSlteJ.I\l, Ann Courtney, Ann Coyne, Rita 
Cash, Miriam DiBon, Joan Fahey, Claire 
Falkner, Mary FitzgiJbbon, Mary Harty, Moira 
HoJiland, Frances MacAuHffe-Curtin, Marianne 
McEnery, - Nuala McGuinness, Sus an 
MacNulty, Geraldine O'Brien, Ann' O'Dwyer, 
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A GROUP OF FINAL NURSES - MAY, 1971 

Vivienne O'Keeffe, Yvonne O'Mahoney, Mary 
O'Sullivan, Hilda Power, Josephine Quinn, 
Mary Robinson, ELizabeth Shearman, Kath
leen Spillane, Marianne Stockwell, Elizabeth 
Tuite, Margaret Tubridy, Mary WiUiams, Ann 
Wil'l~ams, Monica Walshe. 

JANUARY, 1971 
Roisin Aherne, Adrjenne Anderson, Mary 

Bris'coe, Maire Burke, Helen Clare, Frances 
Clifford, Mary Coffey, Anne Cummins, Anna 
Cunningham, Joan Cusack, Margaret Dennehy, 
Catherine Ennis, Yvonne Ferris, Margaret 
Hanrahan, Margaret Kent, Marian Lynch, 
Patricia Lysaght, Angela Moriarty, Margaret 
Mullins, Mary McCarron, Eithne McDermott, 
Catherine McGauran, Eithne McMichael, 
Finola O'Gara, Anna O'Connor, Peggy 
O'Dwyer, Anne O'Mahony, Brigid O"Shea, 
Noreen P,ennington, Mary Rowan, Deirdre 
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Redahan, Barbara Stephens, Josephine 
Weldon, Miriam Weld, Josephine Timmins, 
Geraldine Waters. 

APRIL, ' 1971 

Alice Aylward, Angela Bowen, Finola 
Collins, Olive Cosgrave, CeHne Fahy, Mary 
Farrelly, Anne Godley, Deirdre Henley, Marie 
Linehan, Stella Monaghan, Anne M. Mooney, 
Anne Murry, Mary O'Connor, Mrs. P. O'Shea, 
Lillian Reilly, Mary Walsh, Sheila O'Beirne, 
Noreen Woulfe. 

Paediatric Nurses who joined our nursing 
School to take general training: H. Collins, M. 
Cullinane, S. Dennehy, A. FitzGerald, P. 
Guckian, T. Hannigan, K. Kinsella, C. Lynam, 
M. Malone, B. McGowan, M. McCleery, E. 
O'Dwyer, E. O'Carroll, M. Palmer, B. Pryle, S. 
Roche, V. Rogers. 



Brother Flahive and Brother Killian, Psy
chiatric trained nurses from St. John of God 
hospital have also joined our Nursing School. 

Students successful at the Final and Pre
liminary Examinations of An Bard Altranais: 

FINAL EXAMINATIONS: MAY, 1970 
Pauline Arnold, Barbara Boylan, Loretta 

Browne (Hans.), Martina Coleman, Ann Con
nolly, Ann Cosgrave, Louise Dunlea, Marie 
Eivers, Ann Farrell, Georgina Fehily (Hons.), 
Sara Flanagan, Rena Frawley, Evelyn 
Gallagher, Angie Gilligan, Marie Gubbins, 
Carmel Harvey, Patricia Hickey, Ann Marie 
Horgan, Dolores Hourigan, Monica Kennedy, 
Helen Leary, Margaret McAllister, Brigid 
McCarthy, Patricia McFeely (Hans.), Geraldine 
McNamara, Mary McSwiney, Kay Madden, 

Correine Massey, Margaret Anne Horan, Sr. 
Joseph Matthew, Mary B. Murphy, Leonie 
O'Neill (Nolan), Margaret O'Sullivan, Cathe
rine Nix, Miriam Oates, Mary E. O'Connor, 
Catherine O'Neill, Margaret O'Shea, Jean 
Purcell, Geraldine Pyne, Helen Ryan, Frances 
Waldron, Delphenia Walsh. 

PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIONS: MAY, 1970 

Esther Buckley, Noreen Byrne, Ann Carroll, 
Monica Chambers, Maureen Coleman, Sadie 
Conway, Mary Collins, Aine Creed, Angela 
Daly, Margaret Donegan, Carmel Duggan, 
Maureen Fallon, Barbara Gallagher, Mary 
Gibson, Mary Hamilton, Tempy Hayes, Mary 
Heraty, Treena Hynes, Anne Keane, Ann 
Kelly, Mary Angela Kelly, Marie Kennedy, 
Margaret Kenny, Teresa Kileen, Agnes Kirk, 

GROUP OF 3rd YEAR NURSES WITH SR. MGT. VINCENT 
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"CONCENTRA11ION" - UBRARY IN SCHOOL OF NURSING 

Ann Marie Linnane, Ann Loughney, Teresa 
McCafferty, Sheila McCarthy, Nora McDon
nell, Neamh McGovern, Joan Magee, Mona 
Martin, Mary Moriarity, Marie Murray, 
Patricia Murray, Elizabeth O'Connor, Breda 
O'Donoghue, Noreen O'Hagan, Doreen 
O'Ha~an, Katherine O'Hedihy, Nora O'Leary, 
Jacinta Purcell, Margaret Rogan, Joan Ryan, 
Ruth Slattery, Verette Stringer, Siobhan 
Smith, Brigid Teehan, Margaret Timmons. 
Letta Trant, Frances Walls, Aideen Walshe, 
Martha Young. 

FINAL EXAMINATION: NOVEMBER, 1970 
Siste,r Patricia, Sister Rosemary (Hons.), 

Deirdre Campbell, Mary Comber, Mary 
Conlon, Jacinta Connolly, Kay Dillon, Anne 
Doyle, Angela Fahey, Teresa Geaney, Sheelagh 
Hannon, Maura Hurley, Anne Hayes (Hons.), 
Monica Hegerty, Mary Herbert, Norma 
Hickey, Mary Keating, Lisetta Kenny, Lindy 
Little, Teresa Merigan (Hons.), Mary P. 
Murphy, Mary McCabe, Una McCarthy, 
Margaret McMenamon, Julita O'Brien, Helen 
O'Carroll, Anne O'Connor, Anne O'Hehir, 
Maeve O'Meara, Anne Palmer, Ruth Roche, 
Alma Ryan, Suzanne Stapleton, Mary Thorn
ton, Teresa Tobin, Breeda Woods, Catherine 
Herlihy, Esther O'Donoghue. 
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PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION: Nov., 1970 
Sister Nora Moloney, Eve Barrett, Elizabeth 

Barry, Finola Baynes, Catherine Beary, Nora 
Birmingham, Anne Bolger, Charlotte Brown, 
Jacinta Cummins, Anne Curtin, Cecelia 
Delany, Carmel Dowling, Martha Duffy, Marie 
Egan, Jacinta Forde, Mary Gilmartin, Mary 
Joyce, Marie Kelly, Kathleen Mehigan, Helen 
Meliffe, Martine Morrissey, Eleanor Murphy, 
Eleanor McCarthy, Brid McCoole, Jane 
McGonigle, Elizabeth O'Driscoll, Anne 
O'Flynn, Patricia O'Sullivan, Joan Purcell, 
Florence Ryan, Hila'ry Scanlon, Una Shannon, 
Toni Waldron, Deirdre Wilsdon. 

FINAL NURSES: MAY, 1970 
EvelYJl Aldwell, Fionnuala Ashe, Mary 

Bardon, Mary Barrett, Sr. T. Augustine Barry, 
Barbara Bradley, Sarah Brady (Hons.), Marie 
T. Burke, Mary B. Butler, Sr. M. Mark Cahir, 
Anne Coffey, Judil1:h Connole (Hons.), Freda 
Cooke, Mary E. Coyle, Denise Derivan, Anna 
Devlin, Una Doherty, Freda Donoghue, Sr. 
Bernadette Mary Duffy (Hons.), Mary Foley, 
Catherine Fortune, Mary D. Gannon, Sr. 
Franoes Helena Gibney (Hons.), Bernadette 
Glackin, Patricia Healy, Berthon Hughes 



Miss M. Burke (Tutor) discussing "Heart problems" 
with Nurse N. McDonell 

Miss M. Ashe some 1st Year Nurses. 
Front row : Mgt. T~bridy, Miriam Dillon. 

2nd row : Vivienne O'Keeffe, Claire Faulkner. 
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(Hons.), Carmel Houlihan, Ita Keane, Sheila 
King, Joan Lynch'I'Gera1dine Lysaght, Sally 
Magan; Marie Maguire, Anne M. Meagher, 
Deirdre Millar, Barbara O'!3rien-Moran, Ann 
M. Murphy,. Geraldine M. Murphy, 'Margaret 
P. Murphy, Rita McAllister, Breda McCoy, 
Monica McGlew, Joan McKennlL, Catherine 
O'Donoghue, Deirdre O'Donovan,' Anne M. 
Orgill, Anne M. O'Sullivan (Hons.), M~rgaret 
R. O'Sullivan, Anne Pearse (Hans), 'i\(1aire 
Prendiville, Deirdre Reddin, Olive Reilly, 
Ann~ Simmons, Mary Stephenson, Ann~ 
Styles, Pamela Sweeney, Nora Walsh, Alma ' 
Ryan. 

PRELIMINARY NURSES: MAY, 1971 
Mary P. Duffy, Martina Morrissey, Joan 

Barry, Valerie Bourke, Lucy Carroll, Elizabeth 
Cleere, Bernadette Coggins, Helen Coleman, 
Teresa Costigan, Catherine A. Curran, Frances 
Curtin, Mary C. Dalton, Margaret M. Dela
hunty, Mary M. Delany, Maria Divers, Susan 
Donnelly, Rita Duggan, Mary Fitzharris, 
Annie Gahan, Mary Gannon, Eileen Geoghe
gan, Ma.rgaret Glasheen, Anne N. Haran, 
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, 
Catherine Harrington, Sister Kathryn Healy, 
Mary P. Hearn, Ann M. Hogan, Catherine F. 
Horan, Rosemary Horgan, Veronica Hyland, 
Mary Hynes, Margaret Jeffers, Ann Jennings, 
Marga-ret Jones, Marie Kerr, Bridget Lynch, 
Elizabeth McCarthy, Jean McCrea, Stephanie 
MacDarby, Catherine McDonnell, Mary 
McGovern, Teresa B. McGovern, Patricia 
McKernan, Valerie McKiernan. Geraldine 
Mackey, Kathleen Maher, Isolde Mallie, Mary 
Mansfield, Catherine Meagher, Patricia 
Maher, Margaret Merrigan, Annette Moran. 
Mary Mulvihill, Jean Murphy, Margaret 
Murphy, Mary C. Murphy, Angela Mur-ray. 
Mary O'Byrne, Claire O'Callaghan, Barbara 
O'Shea, Mary O'Sulldvan, Maire O'Toole, 
Veronica Owens, Margar-et M. Purcell, Mary 
Quirke, Joan Reddin, Geraldine M. Ryan, 
Mary B. G. Ryan, Mary C. Ryan, Sr. Catherine 
Scarry, Ann Semple, Brigid Sheridan, Margaret 
Smith, Mary R. Spillane, Ellen Starr, Mary 
Stokes, Eileen Stronge, Mary L. Sweeney. 
Carmel Tighe Margaret Treacy, Mary B. G. 
Walsh, Mary R. Walsh, Mary White, 
Katherine Kerr. 

Deirdre Kavanagh, who 
was married recently to 
Dr. James O'Driscoll. 



Prize Day 
•• 

FOR many a year in St. Vincent's, the month 
of November was associated with our 

prize-giving; this was the highlight and all 
other activit~es were secondary. November, 
1970 had however, to be different, it was the 
month of happenings unparalleled in the his
tory of St. Vincent's, old and new. We saw the 
closing of the old hospital after 136 years' 
service, the transfer of all patients, staff and 
equipment, and the full occupation of a new 
hospital almost twice the size of the old. Then 
there was the Official Opening Day when over 
1,000 guests were entertained, followed by a 
succession of "Open Days" for V.I.P.'s and 
various groups with different medical,. nursing 
and administrative interests. 

•• •• 

No wonder Prize Day in 1970 lost some
thing of its tradiNonal importance. 

The decision to defer the Prize Day to 21st 
January 1971, proved to be highly justified. 
The feverish activity and tension following 
the great 'move' had subsided considerably 
and the first Prize Day held in Elm Park was 
carried out with the solemn splendour and 
dignity worthy of a great occasion. 

The Hospital Concourse, transformed into 
a Lectul'e Theatre, looked elegant with gaily 
decorated platform, red carpeting, floral 
decorations, and of course the national flag 
and the flag of the hospital. As the guests were 
greeted at the entrance by Mother Provincial, 
Mother M. Canisius, Sister Francis Rose, 

Right Reverend Monsignor Boylan .is greeted by J\1.r. J. A,. ~ehigan and 
Dr. Harold Quinlan on his arrival fo r the Distribution of Prizes. 
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A Group of Nurses who received Certificates. 
L. to R.: Anne Doyle, Esther O'Donoghue 

Deirdre Campbell, Katherine O'Herlihy. 

Matron, and members of the Medical Staff, 
there was an air of excitement and surprise as 
they gazed on the new surroundings, many of 
them for the first 1:ime. The guests were shown 
to their places, the prize winners lined up and 
the professors and members of the medical and 
surgical staff in their colourful academic 
robes filed in. AM were pleased to see Right 
Reverend Monsignor Bo~la:n once again being 
conducted to the platform, as much at home 
in this new setting as he was always in the 
"Green." 

Doctor Harold Quinlan took the Chair and 
graoiously opened the afternoon's function by 
welcoming the guests and calling on Monsignor 
Boylan as representative of His Grace, the 
Archbishop, to distribute the prizes. 

The following were the awards:-

NURSING: 
Magennis Medal: 

Nurse Loretto Browne. 

Prize for Outstanding Clinical Nursing: 
3rd Year, Nurse Ann Pearse 
2nd Year,Nurse Emer Glearkin 
1st Year, Nurse Joan Purcell 

First Prize in Exafnination for 
3rd Year Nurses (Group A): Nurse 

Margaret O'Shea. i 

3rd Year Nurses: (Group B) Nurse Margaret 
Moran. 
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3rd Year Nurses: (Group C) Nurse Ann 
O'Connor. 

First Prize in Examination for 
2nd Year Nurses: (Group A): Sister Francis 

Helena. 
2nd Year Nurses (Group B): Nurse Berthon 

Hughes. 
2nd Year Nurses (Group C): Nurse Suzanne 

McCarthy. 

First Prize in Examination for 
1st Year Nurses (Group A): Nurse Maureen 

Fallon. 
1st Year Nurses (Group B): Nurse Breda 

O'Donoghue. 
1st Year Nurses (Group C): Nurse Ann 

Curtin. 

MEDICINE: 
Bellingham Gold Medal tn Medicine: Dr. 
Angela Gorman. 

Magennis Medal in Clinical Medicine: Dr. 
Angela Gorman. 

O'Farrell Medal in Surgery: Dr. Sean McCann. 

McArdle Prize in Surgery: Dr. Rosaleen 
Healy. 

McGrath Prize in Pathology: Miss Carol 
O'Donoghue. 

Sister F. Helena (2nd Year) receives her prize 
from Monsignor Boylan. 



Tobin Prize in Surgery: Miss Carol 
O'Donoghue. 
Second Prize: Mr. Thomas Hutchinson. 

Dargan Prize in Medicine: Mr. Francis 
Sherid'an. 
Second Prize: Mr. Kevin Martin. 

When the prizes were distributed, Mon
signor Boylan, addressing the audience, said: 

"It has been often my good fortune to 
represent His Grace, the Archbishop, . on the 
Prize Days in old St. Vincent's. The Pmze Day 
was always a happy day. The joy of success 
shining in the faces of the youthful prize
winners and reflected in the looks and gestures 
of their relatives and the magnificent way in 
which the students who had not won prizes 
congratulated those who had - all these things 
made the old-time Prize Day a typically Irish 
joy day which it would be difficult for a par
ticipant ever to forget. 

Some friends of old St. Vincent's may have 
been worrying lest features that made it so 
unique, so completely Christian and kindly. 

PRIZEWINNERS 
from left 

MISS CAROL O'DONOGHUE 
(McGrath Prize in Pathology; 

Tobin Prize in Surgery); 

KEVIN MARLIN 
(Dargan Prize in Medicine-<Second); 

FRANK SHERIDAN 
(Dargan Prize in Medicine) 

THOMAS HUTCHINSON 
(Tobin Prize ~n Surgery-Second). 

so welcoming, so picturesque, so unaffectedly 
human, might lose something of their attrac
tiveness, or ~'.'en disappear .. in the hurly burly 
of a huge new hospital at Elm Park. I trust t~at 
such worries, if they had them about the Pflze 
Day have been dispelled by what could be seen 
here today. 

A glance at the prize list will show that the 
students of the Medical and Nursing Schools 
have made a trying season of transition a time 
of steady work and excellent discipline. This 
is immensely to their credit. 

At the recent formal opening ceremony we 
heard the beautiful message of blessing and 
congratulations of His Grace, the Archbishop, 
in which he praised the farseeing wisdom and 
the faith and courage the Irish Sisters of 
Charity had shown in their securing (nea.rly 
forty years ago) this splendid site and sett~ng 
for a new St. Vincent's that would rank with 
the best equipped hospitals in the Island-lands 
of Western Europe-a thoroughly up-to-date 
centre of medical and nursing science and 
research. 

For this new hospital at Elm Park the Irish 
Sisters of Charity will earn and receive the 
heartfelt gratitude of Dublin people generally, 
but especially of those who live in the south 
coast area. 

The task- of constructing, organising and 
commissioning a new great hospital which 
would replace an older and muoh l?ved one 
and surpass it in most of those t~mgs that 
make a hospital great, was a formIdable one 
for the Sisters of Charity. Without the loyal 
and unselfish co-operation of all whose help 
was sought this great monument of Christian 
charity, planned in the spirit of Mary Aiken-

Sr. Marie John, Miss E. McDonnell 
wit~ Mot~er M. Paula. 

;:- one hundred and one 



Mother M. Scanlon with Mr. Michael Devlin and Nurse Dympna Devlin. 

head to restore peace of mind and health of 
body to thousands and thousands of our fellow 
folk, could not possibly have reached by now 
the functional stage it has attained. 

The Sisters are most grateful for the help 
they have received, and we may well surmise 
that those who have helped them have felt 
honoured in being allowed to share in the 
Sisters' beneficent toil. 

A characteristic act of old St. Vincent's 
charity not widely publicised may well be men
tioned here. Seventy-three patients in the 
Green, some of them very ill, had ·to 'be con-

veyed to Elm Park. This required the most 
precise calculations and the most unselfish 
charity. It was accomplished without the 
slightest casualty. 

Most of you, my dear friends, know far 
more than I do about what is being aimed at 
and what is being done at Elm Park. You 
know, of course, that special units are being 
increased and that many new consultants have 
been appointed. When all the units are com
plete and functioning, the hospital will have 
more than 450 beds. Many additional nurses 
will then be required. But for a great body of 

3rd Year Prize-winners 
Nurses Margar.et O'Shea (Group A) and Margaret Moran (Group B). 
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Pr.izewinners from left : Dr. Rosaleen Healy (McArdle Prize in Surgery), 
Dr. Sean McCann (O'Farrell Medal in Surgery), Dr. Angela Gorman 
(Bel1ingham Gold Medal in Medicine), Magennis Medal in Clinical 
Medicine). 

new nurses neither residential accommodation 
nor recreational facility has been fully pro
vided. 

A portion of the former community in the 
Green still takes care of patients there, and 
the wonderful visitation work among the poor 
and ailing which used to be carried on from 
old St. Vincent's is still maintained. 

The Mother Rectress of the Elm Park Con
vent is a lady of great wisdom, vast experience 
and generous disposition. She will have at her 

right hand as Matron Sister Frances Rose, 
known so well as the brilliant editor of the 
St. Vincent's Annual, who has acquired an 
immense knowledge of medical and nursing 
education and hospital organisation through 
her work as Tutor Sister and her study tour::; 
through all the great centres in the British 
Islands, the Continent of Europe and the 
United States. 

The learned and internationally known 
teachers of St. Vincent's, with many others of 

Nurse Berthon Hughes (2nd Year 'Prize-winner) with her parents, 
. Mr. and Mrs Hughes. 
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like calibre, will be here training a greatly in
creased body .of Universi.tY students and .on-
coming;sp~cia1ists. ,( " 

To sum-up - surely we may be ,confident 
that a great, hospital with a 'great spiritual 
history, a hospital inspired and sustained by 

, the Jove of Christ for His suffering friends, 
constantly aided by the intercessioJ) of Our 
Lady, M.other of the Sick, governed 'and 
guided' by a most experienced administrative 
body, with a teaching staff .of the highest 
quality and blessed with a great body or 
admirable students will be a P.owerful instru- ' 
ment of God's grace and mercy am.ong .our 
Irish people.v 

Doctor Quinlan then called on D.octor R. 
P. T.owers, Consultant Path.ol.ogist to the 
hospital, to read his paper: "People in Hospi
tal". 

The meeting was brought to a cl.ose by 
Doctor Quinlan who, .on behalf of Mother M. 
Canisius, the Medical Staff, the guests and 
prizewinners, thanked Monsignor Boylan for 
presenting the prizes, and Doctor Towers for 
his very interesting paper. 

T'he guests then withdrew to the cafeteria 
where tea was served and parents, friends and 
prizewinners chatted gaily together. This
the first Prize Day held at Elm Park was indeed 
a very happy occasion. 

Nurses who received Prizes for outstanding Clinical Nursing (1. to r.) Emer Clearkin (2nd 

year), Joan Purcell (1st year), Ann Pearse (3rd year), and Nurse Loretto Browne who 

received the Magennis Medal. 
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NEWS~~·~ 

from our PAST 

DOLLS ARE MY LIFE 

Since illness forced me to spend months 
in "96" about six years ago, I have become an 
avid doH collector. In fact I am a doll-addict. 
Whilst ill two dear 'ladies gave me four old 
dolls ro re-dress and this started me on the 
road to addiction. Over the following years I 
have travelled far to find my treasures. I have 
"hot" lines to dealers in Baris, London and 
New York. Old daBs are indeed things of rare 
beauty and are very real to the people who 
own them, and as well as buying and minding 
dolls I run a large correspondence with pre
vious owners-who constantly write t'O have 
news of their "departed" friends. 

My collection now nears the 300 dola mark 
and panges from 1700 to 1936. This range is 
both historically and sociaUy ,interesting and 
when I recently exhibited them in Trinity 
College they broke alI attendance records. Not 
only did they appeal to chi1dren~the largest 
percentage of visitors were adults, with men 
well in the fore as interested viewers. The 
collection covers wood, wax and porcelain 
dolls and includes the oldest doll in Ireland
la rare gesso flat backed wooden doll with glass 
eyes, as well as the largest - a three foot 
French 'Porcelain doll. In between these two 
they oome in an shapes, shades and sizes, and 
each one more lovable than the next. 

How do I find these dolls 7 How often I am 
asked this question. Actually it is the kind
ness of people who know I oollect them that 
makes it all possrb1e. Not la week passes that 
I do not hear from someone who has a doll, 
or has heard of or seen one s'Omewhere-and 
they contact me and off I go on the chase. 

But mostly it is the older folk who want a 
good home for their doll. I also have to dress 

those ,according to their period of fashion, and 
this entails a detailed study of past fashions 
as wel,l as coUecting all types of old materials 
from this era-even minute scraps of lace etc. 
But ·it is indeed a worthwhile hobby. 

I also collect dolls houses, furniture and 
rocking horses as my dream is to open ,a 
Childhood Museum here in Dublin, where 
to-day's children may also see and enjoy yes
terday's dolls and toys. So, if any ex-St. 
Vincent's nurses who read this have a doll] or 
a toy or scraps of Victorian material, please 
remember me land my dream: -

A CHILDHOOD MUSEUM 
that even your children may enjoy. 

JOANNE MOLLEREAU (nee Fitzpatrick) 

Sr. M. Irene~ Sisters, (Korea), talking to 
one of her old friends ' which recalls her days in St. 

Charles's Ward in the old S.V.H. 
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NIGHT MATRON OF THE 

EARLY -TWENTIES<: 

As night matron in the early 'twenties I had 
many exciting moments and he<l.¥y responsi
bi1ity. The Black and Tans were 'continually 
sniped at from the rO'of top of the "4ospital. 
One night they came ringing and pounamg on 
No. 60 looking for the "Shinners". On answer
ing the door the guns were pointed at Sr. Paula 
(R.I.P.) and myself. As the "Shinners". 
appeared, who happened to be the lady'. 
medicals in night attire, there was silence as 
the British officer ordered them up to bed. 
Next day they were called to ·Mother Rectress' 
office and No. 60 was dosed as a hostel. 

Curfew was on and the British used to sur
round a different section of the city each night 
to search people for arms. One night we had 
to give shelter to big numbers as they were 
unable to go home. That night we gave beds 
to clergy, (including Fr. Byrne later Arch
bishop of Dublin), in the nurses infirmary. 
During this time Mr. Meade worked very 
hard. I J:1emember him coming back to opeI1ate 
at night after ambushes which took place dur
ing the day. We had seventeen operations on 
one oocasion. 

I remember Joe McDonagh as a patient; 
Harry B:oland with Michael Collins oalled 
each night to see him. Later I answered the 
hospital door to find Harry Boland be.ing car
ried in on a stretcher. He put out his hand 
and said it is nice to meet a friend. Surgeon 
Kennedy was caHed, ,and operated on him at 
once. He died a day or two later. He told me 
he overp'Owered the soldier who came into his 
room in Skerries and would have got away 
but for a soldier in the back garden who shot 
him. 

Mr. Griffith was also a patient in the top 
Ilanding of 96. Going my rounds one night, his 
two guards slaid to me, "Nurse, the Bean Shee 
is crying all night". I had to cross the garden 
but I did not see or hear anything, so I men
tioned it might be the cats from :the Eastwood 
next door. I went back t'O the garden with the 
detective and I asked him to point out where 
the crying came from. He pain ted to a spot. 
I passed it off. We nurses were off duty next 
morning when Mr. Griffith cO'Uapsed and died. 
It was then I remembered the spot was exactly 
under his window. 

My next experience was receiving Michael 
Collins' remains. It was the most beautiful 
night I ever remember-full moon shining on 
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the Green and silence everywhere, except for 
the slow step of the soldiers and an odd sob. 
His horse lead the funeral, then his remains 
on the guncarriage, ~ollowed by Mr. W. T. 
Cosgrave, Mr. P. Hogan, Mr. Duffy and the 
remainder of his Government. A few women 
followed weeping. We washed the clotted 
blood from his temple and round the wound. 
His hands were soiled with clay, and after
wards members of the army changed his 
uniform. 

DJLLIE FALLON (nee Corcoran) 

Paula Cummins, daughter of Clare Cummins (nee 
Mellotte) presented Mrs. Patricia Nixon with a 
bouquet of flowers when she visited her relations 

in Ballinrobe. 



MRS. J 0 A N F 0 NT A IN E (nee Maureen 
McDermott) sends good wishes to the Annual 
from Lincoln Park West, Chicago. 

FRANCES TROY, now working in New York, 
looks forward to spending a week-end with 
Sadie Tobin in St. Catherine's, Ganada. She 
lent her last Annual to Dr. Brian Tully, from 
Co. Meath-an alumnus of St. Vincent's. But 
never got it back! ! ! 

We were delighted with the letter fram 
BRIO VEREKER (nee Hanhahan) giving news of 
her "Set". She met Mary Carr (nee Carey) 

Judy Prendergast and Judy Crowley at Ursula 
Ryan's wedding. Phil Bolger (nee O'Loughlin) 
is happily married in Rhodesia and Anna 
Bowden is nursing in Zambia. 

AGNES BRODERICK (nee Harney) writes from 
Kernanstown, Garlow, sending good wishes to 
alI the sisters. 

MRS. ENDA CLANDILLON (nee Gleeson) is in 
business with her husband in New West
minister near Vancouver, but hopes to return 
to Ireland in the spring. She corresponds fre
quently with Mary Ponsford, (nee Deevy). 

Catherine Rogers and Margaret Horan, b~ of whom 

received dist>inction in their Final Midwifery- Examination 

at St. Vincent's Hospital, Melbourne. 
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We 'are delighted that MARY KIELY (nee 
McCormack) found time to write to Us with 
ten children keepingner youn~! ! 

... 
ALICE CUNNIN:GHAM (nee O'Grady) writes from 
nearer home - Stepaside, Co. Dublin, with 
news from Ann Sullivan from New York, Allie 
Fitzpatrkk (nee Finn), Dolores Fitzgibbon 
and Deirdre Hickey (nee Quinlan). She recalls 
with amusement her efiiorts to teach Sister 
Francis Raphael from India how to ride 
Christy's bike in the Catacombs. ", 

SHEILA SHEEHY (nee O'Driscoll) could not 
attend the "Open Day" in January, due to 
il'lness. She sends good wishes to all her old 
friends, especially Blanche Connolly. 

NUALA FAY sends interesting news of Open 
Heart Surgery from Fresno, California, land the 
account of her vacation reads like a travelogue! 

One of the first patients ,in Elm Park was 
NELLIE POLLISTER (nee Rogan) who was happy 
to meet Emma McDonald, Hester Gleeson 
and Blanche Connolly. 

MAl MCCABE land Una McCarthy are happy 
in their work at. Wexford County Hospita:l. 
They send kind regards and thanks to all the 
tutors. 

Holy Rosary Sisters, Killeshandra. Back row L. to R. 
Sr. M. Ignatius O'Mahony, Sr. M. Canisius O'Connor, 
Sr. Kathleen Pereira. Front Row, 1. to R. Sr. R. Clara 
Murtagh, Sr. Anna Byrne, Sr. Rosaleen Browne, now 
working at Edenvale Hospital. Private Bag 1005, 

Edenvale, Transvaal. South Africa. 
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Dean (13 months), son of May Bredin (nee Murphy). 

Paula (7 years) daughter of Peggie Kingston (nee 
Power) on her First Communion day. 



EVELEEN O'FARRELL (nee Begley) whose hus
band is working in Germany, gives a fascinat
ing description of Munster where she lives. 
Her daughters, Roisin and Nuala, were accom
plished bridesmaids at their unale's wedding 
in England recently. 

CATHERINE McDoNNELL (nee Feeney) sends 
greetings from Mu1lingar where she worked 
most enthusiastically for the "Bring and Buy". 

EVELYN CULLEN (nee Ryan) from Enniscorthy, 
Co. Wexford, sends best wishes to all in St. 
Vincent's. She is kept busy with six children. 

ROSEMARY ANSON (nee Walshe) who writes 
from Kitwee, Zambia, looks forward to travell
ing to Johannesburg for holidays. She is 
eagerly looking forward to the Annual for 
news of the new St. Vincent's. She sends kind 
regards to Sister Joseph Ignatius ,and Dolores 
Killeen. 

BRENDA MOYLAN (nee Hegarty) spent a 
pleaSl:mt evening with Mary Moylan (nee 
McNamara), while holidaying in Galway re
cently. She wishes to be remembered to Sister 
Marie John and Sister M. Stephanie. 

We were pleased to hear from GWENN 
PHELAN (nee Byrne) with news of her family. 

ANNE CONNOLLY wriltes giv,ing news of her en
gagement. She and her fiance represented St. 
Vincent's at tennis-and were very pleased 
to hear of our new Courts. 

CARMEL KELLEHER (nee Lyons) meets many 
Vincent's nurses and doctors in London. She 
looks forward to visiting the hospital next 
June. 

MARY POWER (nee Prendergast) invites us to 
visit her on our next "day out" in Youghal. 
She tells us that Catherine Hernan is getting 
married in October. 

ANNE NAGLE (nee Lennon) sends greetings 
from Temple Street where she has been a 
nurse tutor since 1969. 

MARY DOYLE (nee Lalor) writes to say how 
much her tl1aining has helped her in bringing 
up her chHdren. She sends grateful good 
wishes to all her friends. 

Orla Madden (2-! yrs.), Patricia Madden (1 yr.) 
Children of Eilish Madden (nee Brennan). 

Anne Nagle (nee Lennon) with her sons, Stephen 
(6 years) and David (7 years). 
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Michael and Peter Molloy, sons of Irene Molloy 
(nee Conlon). 

David and Stephen Walsh, children of May Walsh 
(nee Colgan) 

Sunniva Kidd (8 months), daughter of ~itty Kidd 
(nee Maguire). 
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KAY MCCAUL (nee Deasy) sends greetings from 
Ballyheigue, Co. Kerry. She l{)oKS forward to 
next year's Annual. 

DEIRDRE CUSACK (nee O'Reilly) wrote from 
Waterford giving news of friends at home and 
abroad. Caroline O'Friel nee Roche, is busy 
making plans for her trip to Boston. Har
mony's death came as a great shock to her 
and to Jean Kelly. She was pleased to meet 
Miss A. KeHy, Ursula Sheridan and Ann 
Riordan while on a recent visit to the Rich
mond Hospital. 

CATHERINE LAWLOR (nee Murphy) was greatly 
enamoured with her recent visit to Elm Park 
where she enjoyed hearing aU the l,atest. 

MARGARET DRUMM (nee O'Keeffe) of Rivers
dale, New York, looks forward to the Annual 
every year. Now that her children are growing 
up she is thinking of going to University and 
getting a degree in nursing. 

BARBARA FEENEY regrets that she has to leave 
Cappagh. She plans doing extl") courses in 
London and Amerioa .. Her sister Eva is jumbo 
flying at present and enjoys it. She hears fre
quently from Margaret O'Connor who is nurs
ing in Zambi'a. 

LENA GALLERY is another strong supporter of 
the Annual, and regards it as a great means 
of keeping ,in touch. 

We congjratulate MARGARET O'BYRNE (nee 
Allen) on the birth of her fifth chHd. Margaret 
is a near neighbour and a frequent visitor. 

GAY SANFEY (nee Robins) thoroughly enjoyed 
the reception where she met friends she 
had not seen since her nursing days. 

KATHLEEN RYAN (nee Quln:-n) has moved from 
Enniscorthy to Glenageary, so we look forward 
to seeing her more often. 

MAUREEN DOLAN (nee ScanneH) of Sandyford, 
Co. Dublin was spending the summer holidays 
in elifden, Connemara. She and her children 
visited the hospital and were given a con
ducted tour thy Sr. C. Mary and Sr. M. Jooan. 
The children were fascinated with the under
ground passages. 



Maurice and Gwenne Phelan (nee Byrne) with their 
sons. Mark (41 years) and Paul (2t years). 

Children of Mary Crowe (nee Lalor). L. to R . 
Martin (7 years), Ca.therine (5 years). Helen (3 

years) and Michael (7 months). 

John, Judy, Lucy, Tom and Mary, children of 
Vera McArdle (nee Murray) now living in 

Tasmania. 

Karen (1 year), daughter of Hilda 
Lynch (nee Buckley). 

Deirdre (2 years), Rory (5 months), children of 
Mary McGuire (nee Keane). 
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Maria (7 years), daughter of Eliza
beth Joyce (nee Mayer) on her First 

Holy Communion Day. 

Left to Right: Derek, (7 mon~hs), Sheila, 2-!- years) 
and Sarah (7 months), children of Alice Cunning

ham (nee O'Grady). 

John and Pamela Towers (nee O'Brien) with their 
son, Stephen. 
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"Smiles" from Susan, daughter of 
Ann Ryan (nee Mackey). 

Robert (3 years), David and Mal1ina (twins 9 
months) with their mother, Mary Doyle (nee Lalor). 

Catha!, Ndall and Eamonn (8 months), children 
of Aoife O'Donnell (nee Lydon). 



Patricia Mary Broderick (13 months), daughter of Agnes 
Broder.ick (nee Harney). 

MARY CASEY now nursing in New York has 
done a course in Psychiatric training. and has 
secured a permanent licence to nurse in any 
state in the Union. 

AILSE O'DOHERTY is now in the medical de
partment of Trinity Colqege, and is la true sup
porter of St Vincent's functions. 

MRS. EVELYN GIBSON of Cork, wrote giving 
news of her daughter Margaret Galasso-now 
happily married and living in Toronto. She 
also teHs us that Marion Roche, a friend of 

Margaret's, is nursing in Vancouver., 

Qreat praise of the Annual comes from 
MARY CROWE (nee Lawlor) of Athy. Her 
mother May Lawlor attended the re-union last 
January, and is now visiting her brother iii 
South Africa. ' 

We had a'" long letter from ALICE CLARKE 
(nee McCanng,). She is happily settled down in 
Hamilton, Ontario, where she hopes to con
tinue nursing. He, mother Noreen McOanny 
(nee Cal'bury) comes to visit us often. 
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Jean Anne (8t months), daughter of Esther Wall (nee O'Byrne). 

Angus (2t years) and Brian (It years), children of 
Ann Healy (nee O'Connell). 
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Helen, William and Peter (twins), and Robert, 
children of Pat Geraghty (nee Hickey). 



HILDA LYNCH (nee Burkley) has now given up 
working and retired to family life. She tells 
us that Marie O'Donnell and Mary Connolly 
got married last year. Marie is liv·ing in Spain 
and Mary in U.S.A. 

ESSIE CALLANAN (nee O'Brien) writes to say 
that she wiN have plenty of photos for us next 
yeJr as her daughter is getting married. 

NUALA MURNAGHAN (nee Cavanagh) who 
writes from Omagh, sends us the good news 
that her happy family of five has welcomed 
a sixth baby in June------,a daughter. 

SHEILA GALLAGHER says that as usual she en
joyed every page of the Annual. She has just 
spent .a delightful holiday with her sister and 
daughter (both ex S.Y.H.). She recalls the 
happy time spent under the wonderful guid
ance of Mother Mary Canisius in St. Joseph's 
ward in "the Green." 

ROSALEEN CARROLL writes from St. Vincent's 
Hospital, Tullamore, where she continues to 
enjoy her nursing career. 

THERESE CUMMINS keeps in touch with us. 
She always enjoys the AnnuaI and sends good 
wishes to her many friends through its pages. 

ANNIE BRACKEN (nee Shine) sends us news of 
her family. One of her daughters is a Sister of 
Mercy in Mmte, while the other is an Aer 
Lingus hostess; the boys are still studying. 

PHIL O'BYRNE (nee Cullen) was so sorry to 
miss the "Open Day"-but was delighted to 
get the news from her sisters, N oeleen and 
Nellie. Ph~l keeps in touch with most of her 
set-Colomba Heneghan, Ray Quinlan, Marie 
Dolan, Una Durkin, Miriam McGlynn and 
Grainne Boyle. The birth of Agnes Brennan's 
first baby was the cause of great joy to them 
all. 

Fionnula (3t years) Caoimhin (6t years), Declan (9 months), Roisin (4 years), children of 

Marie Woods (nee Muldowney), 
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Stephen (3 years) and Elspeth (1 year), children of 
Phil ClandilJon (nee Gleeson.) 

"Whisper" from Edward (3 years), Andrew (1 year 
9 months) and Susan (3 months), children of Mir.iam 

Carroll (nee McGlynn). 

one hundred and sixteen 

Tadgh (3 years 9 months), Loman (1 year, 8 months) 
children of Niamh Brophy (nee Hassett) 

Henri and Joanne Mollereau with their daughters, 
Anne Marie (13 years). Michaela (11 years), at 
Exhibition of Joanne's Toys at Castletown House, 

Co. Kildare, Christmas 1970. 



ANITA REDAHAN (nee Crotty) is a frequent 
visitor to the hospital, her daughter Deirdre 
is at present a student nurse. 

MARY DQNLEAVY (nee Duhig) writes a long 
newsy letter from North End, Portsmouth, 
where she is now living. She has visits from 
Maeve Vereker and Agnes Smith who are at 
present nursing in Worthing. They all look 
forward to the Annual at the end of the yel'lr. 

EILEE~ BROWN (nee Counihan) unavoidably 
missed the re-union, and tour of the new hos
pit~l. She is kept up to date with all events 
by Charlotte, her daughter, who is now a third 
year student nurse. 

MIRIAM O'BEIRNE (nee McSweeney), sends us 
news of her three daughters. She enjoyed the 
news items in the Annual and re-read them 'a 
few times. 

MONA TROY (nee ConnoHy) writes from Charle
ville, Co. Cork, where she is kept busy with 
her eight children. We were delighted to hear 
irom such a busy housewife. 

"Regards to all my set"-comes through the 
Annual from MARY HORGAN (nee Cantillon) 
who is kept busy in her home in Cork with 
baby Terry. 

More wishes from Cork from MARY HURLEY 
-who is looking forward to seeing the new 
hospital. 

Phil O'Byrne (nee Cullen) wi~h Gerard (6t years), Ann Marie (5t years), Andrew (3 years), 

and baby Fintan Louis (15 months). 

one hundred and sevent.een 



ANN O'SULLIVAN wri1Jing from ~ew York, 
gives a vivid and most iJITormative account of 
her work with drtlg. addicts there. We look 
forward'to meeting her'on h'eI next visit home 
to hear ho~ the problem is being tackled. 

All our sympathy and prayers-., are for 
GERALDINE GILVARRY (nee Geraghty) who has 
had a great dea'l of sorrow during the past 
year losing many of her loved ones. She wishes 
to be remembered especially to Sister Marie 
John. 

PATTY HORKAN continues to be busy as a 
public 'health nurse in Terenure and is also 
caring f'Or her mother. She tells us th<lit Mar
garet Bracken (nee Colfer) is moving into a 
new house in Limerick. 

AGNES CLANCY writes from Dublin, expressing 
esteem and gratitude for the time she spent in 
the "Old Hospital." 

FINOLA O'HERLIHY who has been doing private 
nursing in Cork, intends returning to general 
hospital life in Autumn. 

ETHEL KEOGH (nee Leavy) writes to say how 
wonderful the new hospital is, buf would pre
fer to COpe with six children than be part of 
the "administration team". She wishes to be 
remembered especially to Sister Margaret Vin
cent and Sister Marie Joan. 

CHRIS PETTIT (nee Maloney) is a proud grand
mother, and writes from Ballygar, C'O. Galway. 
She is pleased to know that there is another 
Annual on the way. 

CLARE FAHY is another of our correspondents 
from Co. Galway-where she is engaged in 
public health nursing in Ahascragh. She tells 
us that Cora Fleming had a baby girl l<ately. 

ELIZABETH JOYCE (nee Mayer) of Holyoke. 
Mass., looks forward to the Annual so much; 
even her mother who does not read English 
likes to look through its pages. Her daugh'ter 
Marie made her, First Communion this year, 
and )\Tore a litHe Irish lace hat, made by 
Blizabeth herself. 8,he sends kind regards to 
the Sisters and especially to Mother M. 
Canisius. 

one hundred and eighteen 

David Vereker, at 8 months, son of Brid Vereker 
(nee Hanrahan). 

"Not Camera Shy"~Henry (14 months), son of 
Louise Farrell (nee McDowell). 



Terry Horgan (7 months), daughter of Mary Horgan 
(nee Cantillon). 

Niamh (2 years), and Marie (3 months), daughters 
of Eileen Fitzsimons (nee McMahon) 

Nicholas Halley-son of Helen Halley (nee Gibbons) 

Christine Josephine, youngest daughter of Mary 
Cullinan (nee O'Keeffe). 

one hundred and nineteen 
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ANN'E RYAN (nee Mackey)_ home on holidays 
from S:n Francisco ... fiends greetings to all her 
friends th(ough the.1>.nn\!al. '" 

ALACOQUE 13IRTHISTLE (nee Fa'i-.reHy) enjoyed 
. meeting all her friends at the "Open Day". 

She is in contact with Ena Crowe (It~e Maher),. 
Geraldine Walshe (nee O'Mara), and'Mairead 
Manon (nee Geoghegan). She asks to qe fe .. 
membered tcr all the Sisters, not forge'tting 
Josephine Bartley. 

We would like to extend to MARGARET 
GALLAGHER our deepest sympathy on her 
dou'.:>le bereavement. Mother M. Paula also 
joins us in this expression of sympathy. 

SUSAN O'LEARY entered the Congregation of 
the Ladies of Mary, whose novitiate is in Co. 
~ongford. We wish her every joy and blessing 
111 her new life. 

The Kiely Family: Back row t to r., Bernadette (13 
years), Annemarie (16 years holding Adam), Michael 
(15 years). Front row,!. to r., Ruth (4 years), William 
(11 years), Sabl'ina (7t years), Paul (2 years) Patrick 
(11 years), Andrew (5t years), children of Mary 

Kiely (nee McCormack). 

one hundred and twenty 

Enjoying a picnic on Begnish Island are Elma (lOt 
years), John (7t years), children of Sheila Sheehy 

(nee O'Driscoll). 

KITTY HURLEY writes from Ampleforth 
College, and recalls the day she visited Elm 
Park to see the kitchen and cafeteria in the 
hope of introducing "Self Service" to her boys. 

ESTHER WALL (nee O'Byrne,) now living in 
Castledermot, Co. Kildare, is looking forward 
to the Annual. She sends best wishes to Sisters 
Paschal, Stephanie and Agnes Ursula. 

MARY ROBINSON has completed a post-gradu
ate course in coronary care at the National 
HeaI1t Hospital, London. She enjoyed the work 
and the London scene-but looks forward to 
returning home. 

ELIZABETH LOGAN wishes the nurses long hours 
of pleasure on the new tennis 'Courts. She is a 
near neighbour of ours in Dun Laoghaire. 

We congratulate SUZANNE MARTIN (nee Staple
ton), on her recent marriage, and look forward 
to many visits from her. 

EILEEN FAGAN (nee Berney) writes from Boston 
where she is kept busy with her four children, 
Pauline, Joseph, Marie and baby Anne. We 
look forward to a visit from her next year. 



Ian (1 year, Susan (6t), children of Alacogue 
Birthistle (nee Farrelly). 

LILIAN HEALY (nee Berney) visits us often at 
Elm Park with her six lovely children. Lilian's 
mot:her, Phil Berney, (nee Hayes) also calls to 
see us and we look forward to their visits. 

It was unfortunate that CAITLIN McCANN 
(nee McGuinness) did not receive her invita
tion to the "Open Day" in time to visit us 
last January. However Mary McGloin (nee 
Lennon) Maureen Ashe, Blanche Connolly, 
Clare 'and Colette Melotte have given her aU 
the news since. 

We hear too, that HELEN OWENS (nee 
O'Donovan) and family, had a most enjoyable 
holiday in Kerry. 

PEGGIE KINGSTON (nee Power) writes from 
Grantstown, Co. Waterford, to say she is 
looking forward to the next Annual. She 
hopes to visit Monica Duffy nee Hogan, in Co. 
Westmeath shortly. 

Bryan (2t years), son of Frankie McMahon (nee 
Nugent). 

We are grateful .to NIAMH BROPHY (nee 
Hassett) for news of so many of her friends. 
Cora DiIlon lives near her in Ballintee.r, and 
Teresa Sheedy has settled in Dundalk. 

We received greetings from Our Lady's 
Hospital, Cashel, from PATRICIA RYAN, who is 
another staunch supporter of the Annual. 

HELEN RYAN also sends news from -Our Lady's 
Hospital, Cashel. She hopes to return to 
,Dublin shortly to do her midwifery in the 
Rotunda Hospital. 

MARY ,MEADE (nee MUI1tagh) of New Malden, 
Surrey, w;.rites to say how pleased she is to get 
the Annua~ which she shares with her friends 
in Los Angeles. She had a letter recently from 
Rosie McPolin, now living lin Hampshire. She 
sends greetings to all her friends especially 
Mother M. Canis IUS and Sr. F. Borgia. 

,'~ 

- one hundred and twenty-one 
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David (2 years), and Bernard (1 year), children of Catherine McDonnell (nee Feeney). 

one hundred and twenty-two 



MIRIAM CARROLL (nee McGlynn) now living in 
BIackrook, Co. Dublin met so many of her 
own "set" on the "Opening Day" that she did 
not have time to see all the sights of the new 
hospital. She hopes to complete her tour in 
the near future. 

GERALDINE O'CALLAGHAN (nee Welby) writes 
from Quebec, Canada. She is especially in
terested in our next Annual to read all the 
news of Elm Park. Agnes Harney keeps her 
informed periodically. She promises to send 
a photograph of her growing football team 
next year. 

DEBORAH MULQUEEN sends greetings from the 
National Maternity Hospital, HolIes Street
where she is enjoying her work. 

News from EVA ARCHER brings us back to the 
"Good Old Days" she spent in St. Vincent's in 
1916. She worked w1th such personalities as 
Mrs. Carew, Miss Sutton (Matron), Sisters 
Baptist, ]bar and Jerome. She looks forward 
to reading the next edition of the AnnuaL 

PATRICIA McFEELY at present studying in the 
Coombe Hospit'31, hopes to return to Elm Park 
in the near future. 

MARY O'CONNELL (nee Hayes) writes telling 
us how thrilled she was with her visit to Elm 
Park in January last. It was delightful for her 
to meet so many of the Sisters with whom 
she had worked in St. Stephen's Green; par
ticularly the Sister she started with in St. 
Anne's Ward, Sister Glaude de la Colombiere, 
Sisters F. Joseph, M. Fidelma and A. Ursula. 
She insists that we have another re-union next 
year. 

RENA FRAWLEY and Martina Coleman are both 
completing their midwifery training at Simp
son Memorial Hospital, Ednburgh. We wish 
them every success in their final examinations. 

PHIL O'BYRNE (nee Cullen) from Tramore sends 
a de'lightful picture of herself and family. She 
looks forward to se.eing the reproduction in 
print. 

ANN O'HEHIR intends doing the post registra
tion course in intensive coare, when she has 
completed her training in the Coombe Hos
pital. 

ROSEMARY LESLEY (nee McPolin) writes from 
Christchurch, Hants. She spent many hours 

Family of Annie Bracken (nee Shine) 

one hundred and twenty-three 



browsing over last year's Annual and often 
enterta~ns the chi'ldren, BaI'bara,.Christine and 
Robin "with tales frortt the past. She sends her 
good wisnes to Sister F. Borgia and. Sister M. 
Joan. Rosemary spent some time in Mel
bourne, 'and 'while there she visited St. V,in
cent's Hospital. Her children wen't .... to school 
to the Sisters of Charity. "', 

MAURA HANLY at present training iIi the 
Rotunda Hospital, greets her friends throu&.h 
the Annual. She also expresses thanks for an , 
that was done for her during her student days 
in "The Green". 

OLIVIA SCHOFIELD writes from Fethard, Co. 
Tipperary to announce her engagement and to 
express her thanks for the wonderful day on 
January 14th. She sends her kind regards to 
Sister F. Borgia. 

EILISH MADDEN from Renmore, Co. Galway 
sends a photograph of OrIa and Patricia. She 
looks forward to the Annual for news of her 
Alma Mater. 

MARIE ElVERS greets all her friends through 
the Annual. 

UNA BARRY from Roscrea hopes to visit Elm 
Park in the near future. Her friends have given 
her a glowing account of it. 

NORMA COSTELLO writes to say how pleased 
she is that her eldest son, Michael, married 
Dr. Elizabeth Griffin, who is a past house 
doctor of St. Vincent's Hospital. 

MARY CULLINAN, (nee O'Keeffe) and her six 
children, J ames, Ursula, Michael, Cbir, 
Eveanne and Christine Jo, visited Bernadette 
Maher's dol~ show on St. Patrick's Day. With 
them was Anne O'Keeffe, now an occupational 
health nurse in Dublin. 

KAY FINN (nee O'Keeffe) and her chHdren, 
Deirdre 'and Kevin, also enjoyed the dolls. 
Kay's sister, M,aeve Mason, who was for a 
short time in our bio-chemistry department, 
spent an interesting afternoon meeting old 
friend'S and enjoying the exhibition. 

ELLEN O'KEEFFE called to see us when home 
on a visit from New Jersey. She sends greet
ings to her "set" through the Annual. 

Judy Greene (nee Crowley) with her daughter Leone at 
at the age of 2 months. 

one hundred and twenty-four 



MARY CLARKE (nee Colgan) writes from Hamp
shire, where she enjoys very much receiving 
the Annual with all the news about the hospi
tal. Mary hopes that one of her five daughters 
may come to Ireland ,and train in St. Vincent's 
Hospital, where her mother was so very happy. 
She wishes to be remembered especially to 
Mother M. Canisius, Sister A. Ursula and 
Sister M. Stephanie. 

MARIE WOODS (nee Muldowney) continues to 
enjoy her work with the deaf, in addition to 
looking after her four children. Marie hopes 
to be in Ireland at Easter when she will vis-it 
the new hospital. 

VERA McARDLE (nee Murray) writes from 
T'asmania, where she enjoys a beautiful 
climate. Her son, John, starts medicine in 
February, while Judy, Lucy, Tom and Mary 
are at -school. She sends regards to all her 
"Set" especially Frances Osborne and Carmel 
McCarthy. 

NORA KENNEDY (nee Barry) writes from Ros
crea. She was sorry to miss the Open Day in 
Janmry and hopes that it won't be too long 
until she can v,isit the new hospital. She wishes 
to be remembered to aU the Sisters, especially 
Sister M. John and Sister M. Joan. 

Frank, Rex, CHona, Cathriona, children of Maura Cronin,\nee Kennedy) 

one hundred and twenty-five 

.....•..•• __ .. . . _------------------_ .. 
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SHEELAGH HANNON writes from the Coombe 
Hospital, where she is enjoying her midwifery 
training. 

SISTER PAULINE MARY writes from New Delhi 
where she is at present doing the tt;Ltor course. 
We wish her every success in her new venture. 
Sister asks especially for Mother M.· Canisius 
and remembers all the kindness bestowed on 
her. She is als() grateful to the tutorial staff 
for their help. Many pleasant hours are spent 
by Sister reading news of all her friends. 

PEG TOWERS (nee Harte) is a neighbour and a 
most generous and untiring helper at our 
v,arious fund-raising activities. Her two sons 
are seasoned travellers, Robert having spent 
the summer in France, while Mark went to 
Sp:1,in wi,th a group of friends from Gonzaga 
College. 

ELIZABETH FLEMING (nee O'Brien) is another 
untiring worker for our hospital. She regrets 
that she is unable to continue as a voluntary 
librarian, but still finds time to help at other 

Left to right, seated: Anne, Denis, Catherine, Denise, Paul. 
Standing: Dan, children of Dr. and Mrs. Denis O'Leary. 

one hundred and twenty-six 



functions. Her daughter, Dorothy, is at present 
nursing at St. Vincents. 

Weare very pleased to have news of GEORGINA 
FEHILY who has been successful in her recent 
midwifery examination in London. 

CARMEL CLERY (nee Feehy) has moved to a 
new house in Sutton. She likes the sea breeze! 
Carmel recently met Lilian Healy (nee Berney) 
and enjoyed a chat about the "good old days." 

KITTY ENRIGHT (nee O'Connell) writes from 
Tralee where she is happily married since last 
October. 

MARY McGUIRE (nee Keane) from Ballymote, 
Co. Sligo, sends us her greetings together with 
::1 photograph of her lovely children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shaun Kelly (nee Lydon). 

The Irish Heart Foundation is lucky to have 
the good services of Kate Sheerin, Deirdre 
O'ReiIly, Sheila McLoughlin and Marie Man
nion who seem to be very enthusia8tic about 
their interesting work. 

PAM TOWERS (nee O'Brien) from Howth is the 
proud mother of a son and heir. She corres
ponds frequently with Sr. Marie Therese; she 
wishes to be remembered to all her friends . 

MAUREEN FONTAINE (nee McDermott) on vaca
tion from Chicago writes from B:lIlinrobe. She 
often thinks of St. Vincent's on the Green and 
makes special reference to night duty when 
she shared ghostly meanderings with Miss 
Barlow. 

Dr. and Mrs. Hugh Bredin (nee Mary Murphy) 

one hundred and twenty-seven 
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Marriages , 
We offer our best wishes to -the following 

and to all other S.V.H. Graduates who were 
married since our last edition:-

Helen Gibbons to Dr. Walter Haney 

Frances Waldron to Mr. David Somers 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm McCambridge (nee Shirley 
Sweeney). 

one hundred and twenty-eight 

Mr. and Mrs. Nigel Martin (nee Suzanne Stapleton) 

Dr. and Mrs. Joe McKenna 



Dr. and Mrs. David Shanley (nee Elizabeth 
McGuinness)' 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Costello (nee Elizabeth 
Griffin. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Ferris (nee Elaine Lynch) 

Mr. and Mrs. Sean Mullin (nee Ann Byrne) 

one hundred and (wenty-nine 
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael Burke (nee Mary Kelly) 

Suzanne Stapleton to Mr. Nigel Martin 

Mary Nolan to Mr. Tom Brennan 

Margaret O'Sullivan to Mr. Dermot O'Farrell 

Ruth Bradley to Dr. Brian Hurson 

Rosemary Fleming to Dr. Jim Kent 

Caroline Fleetwood to Dr. Tony Corrigan 

Shirley Sweeney to Mr. M. McCambridge 

Teresa McGrath to Mr. Sean Allen 

Catherine Murphy to Mr. Peter Timoney 

Ann Deeney to Dr. John Craig 

one hunlired- and thirty 

Lieut. and Mrs. Terry Brown (nee Noeleen Foley). 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Timoney (nee Catherine Murphy) 



Eleanor Thompson to Dr. Dermot Murnaghan 

Sheila Riordan to Mr. Ronald Humbel 

Mona Sinnott to Mr. Patrick Martin 

Jane Kelly to Dr. James Hayes 

Dr. E. Griffin to Mr. Michael Costello 

Paula Kane to Dr. T. O'Gorman 

Cliona de Bhaldraithe to Dr. P. J. McMahon 

Alice McGlew to Mr. Aiden Cunningham 

Brigid Byrne to Mr. Tim Mulhern 

Ann Byrne to Mr. Sean Mallin 

Joan Kenny to Mr. Don Kenny 

Elizabeth McGuinness to Dr. David Shanley 

Mr. and Mrs. Negley Groom (nee Corrine Massey). 

one hundred and thirty-one 



Joy Byrne to Dr. Denis O'Farrell Aideen Cassidy to Dr. E. O'Connell 

Corrine Massey to Mr. Negley Groom Mary O'Driscoll to Mr. John Sheil 

Dr. Jacinta Horgan to Mr. Derm-ot Flynn Mary E. Kelly to Mr. Michael Burke 

Lorna Lang to Mr. William Pimlott Carol McLoughlin to Dr. Joe McKenna 

Mary Connolly to Mr. Charles Lopez - Eithne Kavanagh to Mr. Frank Lavery 

Pat Flavin to Mr. Desmond O'Sullivan Rosemary Walshe to Mr. James Anson 

II 

'III 

Mr. and Mrs. John Garvey (nee Ann Hannon). 

one hundred and thirty-two 



Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Kelliher (nee Carmel Lyons). Also included are 
Brid Barrett (nee Joyce). Aileen Looby (nee Watson) and Noelle Lyons, 

bridesmaid. All past St. Vincent's nurses. 

Mr. and Mrs. Antonio Galasso, (nee Margaret Gibson). 

one hundred and thirty-three 
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Norma McDonnell to ME: Shay Boland 

Deirdre Mullen to Mr. De~is O'Sullivan 

" 

Anne Quinlan to Dr. Donal Gayner,. 
" 

Ena Skehan to Dr. Paddy Daly 

Dr. Emer Lalor to Mr. Roddy Buckley 

Dr. and Mrs. J. P. McMahon 

one hundred and thirty-four 

Kay Madden to Mr. John Flynn 

Marie O'Driscoll to Mr. Peter Keane 

Philomena Hession to Mr. Anthony McCarthy 

Sheila Maguire to Mr. Cyril Stritch 

Margaret Gibson to Mr. Antonio Galasso 

Dr. and Mrs. Tony Corrigan (nee Caroline 
Fleetwood). 



Dr. and Mrs. Brian Hurson. 

Josephine Connolly to Dr. John Donohoe . Geraldine Bailey to Mr. Windell Heart 

Deirdre Kavanagh to Dr. Jim O'Driscoll Dr. BI:enda Moore to Dr. Sean McCann 

one hundred and thirty-five 



Mr. and Mrs. Denis O'SulHvan (nee Deirdre Mullen) 

one liundred and thirty-six 



Engagements 

Our sincere good wishes are extended to 
the following on their engagements:-

Marie Burke to Mr. Tony O'Keeffe. 

Teresa Collins to Dr. Martin Burke. 

Julita O'Brien to Mr. Carthage Conlon. 

Terr~ Whelan. who has announced her engagement 
to Shay O'Neill. 

Mary Fletcher to Mr. Richard Farrelly. 

Judy Prendergast to Mr. Dan Galvin. 

Brenda Keane to Mr. Ray Sharpe. 

Ann Weldon to Mr. Peter Moore. 

Suzanne MoCarthy~ who has recently announced 
her engagement to Mr. David Bolger. 

one hundred and thirty-seven 
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M~i McCabe' to Mr. Jim Prendergast. Beda Walsh to Mr. Jack Delahunty. 

Mary Gunn to Mr. Thomas T69le. Georgina Finan to Mr. Thomas Gill. 

" . 

Ann Connolly to Dr. David Carroll. "., 
" 

Mary Daly to Mr. Jim McElwee. 

Dr. Brenda Meenan to Dr. Bill Quinlan. Mary Gough to Mr. Raymond Kelly. 

Antonietta Fernandez to Dr. Martin Carey . 

Gina Finan who has announced her engagement 
to Mr. Tom Gill. 

one hundred and thirty-eight 



New Arrivals 
We welcome the new arrivals of the year 

and send felicitations to the happy mothers:-

Maureen Fontaine (nee McDermott) a son 
Sean Eugene 

Brid Vereker (nee Hanrahan) a son David 

Agnes Broderick (nee Harney) a daughter 
Patricia 

Mary Power (nee Prendergast) a daughter 
Triona 

Margaret Galasso (nee Gibson) a son 
Gian Carlo 

Mary Drury Byrne (nee Naughton) a daughter 

Frances Somers (nee Waldron) a daughter 

Mary Hogan (nee Cantillon) a daughter Terry 

Alacoque Birthistle (nee Farrelly) a son 
Joseph 

Ursula Foody (nee Crotty) a daughter Nicola 

Cora Dillon (nee Fleming) a daughter Mary 

Mary Gaughran (nee Monaghan) a son Brian 

Mary Concannon (nee Morrissey) a daughter 
Siobhan Mary 

Ann McLoughlin (nee Hackett) a daughter 
Ruth 

Helen O'Regan (nee Flynn) a son 
Richard Daniel 

Cait Hogan (nee Walsh) a daughter 

Alioe Cunningham (nee O'Grady) twin 
daughters, Dervla and Sarah 

Margaret O'Byme (nee Allen) a son Ronan 

Nuala Murnahan (nee Cavanagh) a daughter 
Nuala 

Esther Wall (nee O'Byrne) a daughter Jean 

Evelyn Cullen (nee Ryan) a daughter 
Oonagh 

Geraldine O'Callaghan (nee Welby) a son 
Brian Gerald 

Teresa Sheedy (nee Keating) a son Garry 

Judy Greene (nee Crowley) a daughter Leone 

Frankie MoMahon (nee Nugent) a daughter 
Sarah 

Leonie O'Neill (nee Nolan) a son Kenneth 

Pamela Towers (nee O'Brien) a son Stephen 

Ann McMahon (nee McDermot) a daughter 
Clodagh 

Colette McCabe (nee Barnard) a daugher 

Miriam Carroll (nee McGlynn) a daughter 
Susan 

Kay Devlin (nee Hart) a daughter Elaine 

Mary ~idgeway (nee Kinsella) a daughter 
". 9ilian Mary 

. Margaret Bracken (nee Colfer) a son Andrew 

Marie Donohoe (nee Doddy) a daughter Karen 

Eileen"'Fitzsimons (nee McMahon) a daughter 

"" 
Marie Wood,S (nee Muldowney) a son Declan 

Margaret Heathcote (nee Geoghegan) a 
\ daughter Sinead 

;~~ 

one hundred and thirty-nine 
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Dr. & Mrs. Paul Farrell (nee L(:mise McDowell) 

a son Henry 

Dr. & Mrs. Colman Ryan (nee Ann Mackey) 
a daul?hter Susan 

"-
Dr. & Mrs. D. Murnaghan (nee Eleahor . 

Thompson) a son Aubrey-Dermot 

Dr. & Mrs. C. Hooper (nee Nuala Daine) a ' .. 
. daughter Cliona' 

Dr. & Mrs. Walter Halley (nee Helen Gibbons) 
a son Nicholas Joseph 

Deaths 

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are 
offered to those who suffered a loss through 
death during the past year:-

Helen O'Regan (nee Flynn) - her father 

Ruth Roche - her brother 

Geraldine Gilvarry (nee Geraghty) - her son 
Alan, her mother, father and mother-in-law. 

Margaret Gallagher-her sisters, May Gallag-
her and Mrs. Alexander 

Peg Loughnane (nee Fitzpatrick)-her husband 

Dr. Jim Canavan-his father 

Sr. C. de La Colombiere-her brother. 

Mother T. Avila-her mother 

Sr. L~reto Mary-her mother 

Sr. M. Colombiere-her uncle 

Sheila Sheehy (nee O'DriscoU)-her father 

Sally Geraghty her mother and father 

Clare Fahy-her brother 

one hundred and forty 

Dr. & Ivlrs. de Vere White a son Mark 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kelly a son Daniel 

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Hooper a daughter 
Gemma 

Dr. & Mrs. Tom O'Gorman a son 
Thomas Brian 

Anna Kelleher (nee Bartley) a daughter Norita 

Maria Wallace (nee McIntyre) a daughter 
Aisling 

J oan Delaney~her father 

Elizabeth McGuinness-her father 

Helen Coleman-her father 

Dr. Geraldine Nolan-her father 

Kitty Enright (nee O'Connell)-her sister 

Sister M. Basil-her brother 

Sister M. Joan-her father 

Sr. Bernadette Mary~her mother 

Micha,el Hanley--his wife 

The family and relatives of:-

Betty Bannon-past St. Vincent's Nurse. 

Olive Tierney-past St. Vincent's Nurse. 

Harmony Coughlan (nee Sheils) 
past St. Vincent's Nurse 

Dr. Leslie Byrne-past St. Vincent's Doctor 

We regret to record the death of one of our 
medical students, Fintan Cross - and send 
deepest sympathy to his parents. 



"96"-FROM THE ONE WHO GOT AWAY! 
MRS. PANSY CANNON (Ex-patient) 

If ever you're ill in Dublin town and need to be cared and nursed, 
Get yourself into "96" and then you're over the worst. 
Sister Cath'rina's the one to see-She'll ferret you out a bed, 
And you tell your doctor firmly, you're going nowhere instead. 
Now we'll start down low where the rooms are large, 
The prices are high and Lil Fleming's in charge. 
She'll take you in hand, and females or males, 
In no time at all you'll be back on the rails. 
Go up the stairs and Lil Toohey you'll meet, 
Now the likes of her it is hard to beat. 
Take her advice and do what you're told, 
And after a week you'll feel new and not old. 
Now climb two flights and you're up on the third, 
Aggie Dunne is in charge and you're "out of this world." 
She'll spoil you and care you, and make you her pet, 
And you'll get the attention you never had yet. 
Then up to the top and here is Miss Smart, 
Who'll take you at once to her dear kindly heart. 
Now these are the TOPS but there's many another, 
I'll try now to name them-but can I?-Oh, Brother! 
There's first Kay Linnane, my very good friend, 
You may arrive broken, but she'll see you mend. 
Catherine Cumisky's gay, Mary Kelly is merry. 
They'll both make you laugh till you ~hake like a jelly. 
The night nurses are pets', angels of light, 
Their cheer and their skill while away the long night. 
There's Madeline Flanagan, I've known her for years, 
You may think you are dying but she'll calm your fears. 
You're restless and sleepless and sour and real cross, 
But soon you're in slumber forgetting to toss. 
There's Mary O'Connor, that "child" who's so sweet, 
'Twas worth all the pain just Mary to me:t. 
Ena Carmody's great and O'DonneU ABU," 
Bernie Finnegan and Curly to mention a few: 
But what of the Doctors they term it you're "Under"? 
Well for me it's Harold Quinlan who's stolen the thunder. 
Gussie Mehigan's my Surgeon, he's really a dear, 
I was just crossing the Jordan when he hauled me back here. 
But I know he'll admit that without Dr. Griffin, 

one hundred and forty-one 
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I'd be playin' a wee harp instead of here spiffin'. 
Then, too, ,J~ck Molony who ignores all my groans, 
And makes-me do handstands for arthritic bones. 
Dowr in the kitchen, Sister Dominique holds sway, 
I'd like "Baked Alaska" each day on my tray. 
Miss Byrne and Miss Cassoh,bring menus to choose, 
They're always so nice you just. couldn't refuse. 

"-
Elsie's my girl with her well laden trays, 
The standard of food would really amaze. 
Mrs. Heylen's the Sec.,-she brings roUnd the accounts, 
And smiles at you sweetly as you face the amounts. 
Miss Tyrrell's the Physio who comes every day, 
To flatten my tummy-God keep it that way! 
The X-ray is gas! "Breathe in, and Breathe out." 
Do they really and truly know what it's about? 
Thanks Dr. Cantwell and also Miss Snee, 
For all the indignities you've done to me! 
In the hall there's Cecelia and Christy's there too, 
To them and all others my prais'es are due. 
Now I've left someone out-on purpose 'twas done, 
Could I ask Mother Rectress to join in the fun? 
Yes, friends, I believe I could, and I do, 
Because she'd enjoy it, and so its her due, 
And what of the Chaplains? The Prods and R.c. 
Blessings on both-they were so good to me. 

one hundred and forty-two 



More and more people 
are moving to Allied Irish 
Banks. 

That's a fact. 
And it's all because we 

don't only deal with money. 
We deal with people. 

People like you. 
People who need more 

than just a bank account. And 
more than just a cheque book. 

With A.I.B. you get an 
old-fashioned thing called 
service. And that's why Ireland 
is going A.I.B. 

How about you? 

-one hundred and forty· three 
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SLEEP LUXURIOUSLY ... 

- WAKE REFRESHED! 

DNA Dunlopillo MAnRISS 
~ THE IRISH DUNLOP COMPANY LTD. DUBLIN CORK 

one hundred and forty-four 



all purpose antiseptics 
for the hospital 

Hibitane 
CONCENTRATE 5% 

For pre-operative skin 
preparation, emergency 
disinfection of instruments 
and general antisepsis. 

• Non-Irritant 
• Rapid Action 
• Wide Spectrum of . 

Activity , 

SavioR 
HOSPITAL CONCENTRATE 

For surface disinfection of 
all inanimate objects and 
cleansing of utensils prior 
to sterilisation. : 

• Combines 'Hibitane' 
(Chlorhexidine) and 
'CetavIQn' 
(Cetrimide B.P.) 

• Provides antisepsis 
with detergency. 

For further details about these outstanding antiseptics please contact ®, . 
'. 

lei (Ireland) Limited 5·9 South FrederickStr~e~Dublin 2. Phone 771831 

. 
one hundred and forty-five 



PUNCH, 
& COMPANY lTD.' 
are proud to be associated 

with 

new St. Vincent's Hospital 

• 

Suppliers of : 

* CHOICE RICH TEAS 

* "TOWER" COOKING OIL 

* FLOOR & SHOE POLISHES 

• 

BLUEBELL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

DUBLIN 12 

Phone 507768. 

one hU/:zdred and forty-six 

PHILIPS 
MEDICAL 
SYSTEMS ... 

• Closed Circuit T.V. 
Systems 

• Address Systems 

• Paging Systems 

• Intercomm . 

• Special Advisory 
Service for 
Hospitals 

• X-Ray Systems 

For full information contact: 

PHILIPS 
MEDICAL 
SYSTEMS. • • 

Newstead, Clonskeagh, Dublin 14 

Tel. 693355 
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Afakeif FURLONGS when travelling miles~ 

Chartering to 
Factories, Schools 

Institutions and 
Film Locations 

Expert in 
Educational Tours 

Our Service is Prompt 
Efficient· Reliable 

FURLONGS 
Sandyford Rd:, Dublin 14. Tel.981997. • 

~eri'J 
aluminium 
greenhouses 

Lenehans 
STOCK IT! 

Telephone 46341 

Brindley Adv. 

Unchanged in 

'

" 

PURITY 
and 

EXCELLENCE 
For cosy luxury, warmth and 
beauty, wise housewives always 
specify FOXFORD. 
The soft fleecy texture of 
FOXFORD blankets compels 
slumber - and sound, restful, 
kindly sleep is the secret not 

, only of health, but of beauty. 
That is why you will find 
FOXFORD blankets used in 
all handsome households. 

'~~, 100% Pure Wool 

" Made at 

PROVIDENCE WOqLLEN MILLS 
FOXFORD, CO .. MAYO 

one hundred and forty-seven 
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ILF RD 
X-RAY 
F.IL 
'liford' a leading name in 
photography plays its part 
in looking after the health 
of the nation with its 
internationally used range 
of X-Ray films 

_~'IfH~ ILFORD (IRELAND) LTD. 
~'~ DUNDRUM CASTLE 
~A~ DUBLIN 14 
~II'~~ TELEPHONE984033 

one hundred and forty-eight 
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CUJith eomplimePlt¢ trom 

H. A. O'NEIL LTD. 

Plumbing, Heating and 

Ventilating Engineers 
, 

162 Lower Rathmines Road 

Dublin 2. 

* , , 
Telephone 975733.''- 5 lines 

- ' . . ' 

one hundred and forty-nine 
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Ali Your Requirements 

" , 

ARE AVAILABLE AT ". 

Dublin Dressings Co. 

Specialists 

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS 

FOR 

IN 

-Surgical Dressings 
AND 

Disposable Products 

BECTON DICKINSON & CO. LTD. JOHN DICKINSON & CO. LTD. 

PORTEX LTD. SETON PRODUCTS LTD. 

one .hundred and fifty 



Sisk builds better buildings 

one hundred and fifty-one 



, '0 

II 

Smith & Nephew-
. SouthallsTI,reland] Ltd. 

ELASTOPLAST First aid dressing 

GYPSONA Plaster of Paris Bandages 

QUEEN CHARLOTTE Napkinettes 

Polyweb "} Underpants 
B.F.M. 

SOUTHALLS Sanitary protection products 

NIVEA Skin cream and lotion 

ATRIXO Hand Cream 

Smith & Nephew-Soulholls (Irelond) LId. 
KILL O'THE GRANGE, 

CO. DUBLIN 

DUN LAOGHAIRE 

Phone 852222 

one hundred and fifty-two 



OUR PLACE 
IS IN THE 
KITCHEN 

[ EVERY KITCHEN] 

MASSER-IRISH FOOD MACHINES LTD. 

KYLEMORE ROAD @ DUBLlN'IO Te1.364511 
HOBART, STILLS,CORY, JUNO,FALCON,CRES-COR 

The sign of a really good paint 

HARRINGTON .& GO,ODLASS WALL LTD 
" 

" 

Makers of VALSPAR, UNO, DULUX paints 
- \ , 

"Ask your stockist" 
one hundred and fifty-three 
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WILLI~M' · FANAGAN LTD. 

FUNE;RAL DIRECTORS , , 

" A UN G I'-E It S T R E E T 
TELEPHONE 754,101 DUQ.LIN 2 PRIVATE CHAPEL 

Office furniture Showrooms 
See our display of 

• "Presjdent" and "Parsons" Desks 
Swivel Chairs, "Chubb" Safes 

• Typewriters, Filing Systems 

• Decimal Adding Machines 

• Filing Cabinets, Guillotines 

• Shredding Machines 
and All Office Supplies 

Henry Jackson Ltd. 
EVERYTHING FOR THE OFFICE 

1-4 CITY QUAY, DUBLIN 2 
Telephone 776931 

Boiler water treatment programme for 

Munster & London 
Furs Limited 

CULLEN, co. TIPPERARY 

"The Sheepskin People" 

• 
Suppliers of washable sheepskins 

for nursing purposes, bed pads etc. 

• 
Telephone Tipperary 062·57647 

SHEEPSKIN RUGS A SPECIALITY 

the prevention of scale deposition and corrosion by 

one hundred and fifty-four 

IRISH FEEDWATER SPECIALISTS CO. LTD. 
in association with 

DEARBORN CHEMICALS, LTD. 
16/17 Lr. O'Connell Street, Dublin 1 

Tel. 48638 



III us t rat ed are 
models 2001 with 
fixed head, and 
2006, embodying 
the very latest tech
nical features. 

All Hospital Beds in the Hammond 
Lane Industries range have been 
designed in close consultation with 
leading specialists. The range ex
tends from simple tubular beds, for 
ward use, to variable-height, tilting 
beds with braking castors, adapted 
to in-ward surgery. 

Address enquiries to 

GROUP 
MARKETING 
DIVISION 

P.O. Box 156 

111 Pearse Street, 
Dublin 2. 
Tel.: 775861. 

Pel (Ireland) Ltd. 
I 

are proud to have been chosen as 

suppliers of furniture to 

St. Vincen~'s Hospital 

Pel (Irela~) Ltd. 
10/12 Hanover Quay, Dl\blin 2. 

, . 
'. , -

one hundred and fifty-five 
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THE 

DUBliN CONTRACT ClEANING 

one hundred and fifty-six 

. 

co. lTD. 

5 MERRION ROW 

DUBLIN 2. 



EARlSFORT PRESS lTD., 
FAIRFIELD ROAD, 

GLASNEVIN, 9. 

Phone: 304265, 304595 

...... , 
LETTERPRESS, LITHOGRAPHIC AND CARTON PRINTERS 

one hundred and fifty-seven 

~~------... 
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There are 9 Value Centre Cash and Carry's around the country. There's bound to be one 
pretty close to you. And if you're tho kind of retailer who likes to make a little thing 
called profit - you should take a really good look at Value Centre. 
For a start, you get a better deal. 
Our prices ara lower than most. Substantially lower. 
So you can buy more for your money. 
And that's not such a bad idea. 
Next, we stock more goods than the average Cash 
and Carry. For a wider list of retailers. And 
when we say retailers we don't just mean 
grocers. We mean hardware merchants. 
Confectioners. Drapers. And just 
about every retailing business 
you can think of. What's 
more you can win up to 
£10,000 in the Great 
Value Centre Prize Bond 
scheme. 
So there you are: Value 
Centre Cash and Carry·s. 
Drop in and see us -
600nl 

VALUEQ 
CENTRE 

one hundred and fifty-eight 
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Surgical Instruments 

ORTHOPAEDIC APPLIANCES - FRACTURE EQUIPMENT 

PHYSIOTHERAPY EQUIPMENT 

AIDS FOR THE DISABLED 

I LEO-COLOSTOMY APPLIANCES 

HOSPITAL THEATRE AND WARD EQUIPMENT 

INTENSIVE CARE UNITS 

PHYSIOLOGICAL MEASURING & RECORDING INSTRUMENTS 

OPERATING THEATRE LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 

FANNIN & CO. LTD. 
DISPENSING 

CHEMISTS 

Telephone 

774731 (3 lines) 

41 GRAFTON STREET 

DUBLIN . 2 , 

ESTABLISHED 1829 
, 
', 

""EDICAL 

BOOKSELLERS 

Telegrams 

Fannin-Dublin 

one_hundred and fifty-nine 
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Six reasons 
why thereN more to 
Becton Dickinson 
than just syringes! 

one hundred and sixty 

• Baltimore Biological Laboratories Inc. 
• Bard-Parker Company, Inc. 
• Clay Adams, Inc. 
• Falcon Plastics 
• Schwarz/Mann 
• Spectra Biologicals 

Six divisions of Becton Dickinson and Com
pany serving the medical profession throughout 
the world. 

Drogheda & Dun Laoghaire, Ireland 



SPACE DONATED BY 

P. C. CAHILL & CO. LTD. 

Wholesale Chemists 

16 BACHELOR'S WALK 

DUBLIN 1. 

also 

CORK &" .. SLI60 
" , 
, '. 

~!!III 
", 

one hundred and sixty-one 
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No more tangles, no more kinks, no more unwinding 

ETHICON Eyeless Needled Sutures pull straight out -
there's less handling, less work, greater ease in efficient 
aseptic techniq ue. 
Most absorbable and non absorbable sutures are now available 
in the packaging innovation that minimises effort. 
From ETHICON, Ltd where saving precious seconds comes first. 

ETH ICON* 
BANKHEAD AVENUE, EDINBURGH, EHl14HE SCOTLA!'ID 

one hundred and sixty-two 

ETH ICON 

stc;iJ;i~;; 
STeEl. NEEDLES 

'Trademark ©ETHICON Ltd 1971 



DISPOS-A-GLOVE* 
nowcolourcoded in 

• 

sizes 

Disposable 
examination glove 
provides complete 
p rotecti 0 n with 
maximum sensitivity 
Pink= 

Petite 

Green= 
Small 

Yellow= 
Medium 

'BJue= 
large 

ARB.,OOK* P¥ODUCTS 
Division ofEJHICON LTD. 
Bankhead Ave." Sighthill. Edinburgh II , 

-
one hundred and 5ixty-three 
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soup-just like 

y-ollrsoup 

Thick Golden Lentil. Thick Beefbarley. Thick Mushroom. Thick 
Country Vegetable. Thick Chicken. Thick Country Pea. Thick White 
Onion . Thick Potato, Thick Asparagus. A great range of great soups. 

one hunqred and sixty-four 



Broad Spectrum 
Power 
Penbrltin is extremely active against the wide range 
of problem pathogens found in respiratory tract 
Infections; these include H.lnfluenzae, pneumococci 
and Beta-haemolytic Streptococci. Mixed infections 
are frequent, and broad spectrum power vital. 

Destroys BocteriO 
Penbritln destroys the invading organisms, so 
Important when the patient's own natural body 
resistance may be inadequate. Relapse of infection 
Is also less likely. 

Proved Safe 
Nearly 2,000 published world references endorse 
Penbritin safety and effectiveness. Unexpected 
side effects do not occur. In all types of patients 
from the very young to the very old, Penbritln 
means sa~ety. 

Respiratory Tract 
'Infections
Penbritin 

'. '. 
Penbritin (ampicillin) is a product of research at' , 

Beecham Research Laboratories, Brentford, England. 
Further informatior available on request from: •. 
Beecham Research Ltd., 1 Upper Pembroke St., Dublin :h Tel: 62385. 

one hundred and sixty-five 
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Irish 
Merchonts 
limited 
CATERING DISPOSABLES: 
Napkins, Place Mats, Tablecovers, 
Cups, Cutlery, Dishes, Plates, 
Containers (2 oz. to 1 gaL), 
Sachets Salt, Pepper and Sugar, 
Silverwrap, LOOK Cooking Film. 

JANITORIAL SUPPLIES: 
C.B. Refusacks, J. Cloths, 
Dirtrap Mats, Toilet Tissue, 
Alumasc Sanitary Disposer, 
Paper Hand Towels. 
Bath Mats, Shoe Shine Cloths, 
Nylon Scourers, Floor Cleaning Pads. 

DISPOSABLE CLOTHING: 
Aprons, Caps and Gloves. 

GKN SANKEY VENDING MACHINES, 
3M BACKGROUND MUSIC, 
SILVER KING MILK DISPENSERS, 
DE MILLE, LITTON, ELECTRO LUX 
OVENS. 

Write or phone to-day for details: 

Irish Merchonts limited 
22, Dublin Industrial Estate, 
Finglas Road. Dublin 11 
Tel. (01 )301933 

5 Cork Bonded Warehouse, 
Custom House Quay, Cork 
Tel. (021) 22809 

one hundred and sixty-six 

AUSTIN . TRIUMPH . ROVER 
SEE OUR LARGE RANGE 

GENEROUS TRADE-IN ALLOWANCES 

used cars up to 1600cc as trade-ins. 

HIRE PURCHASE OR PERSONAL LOANS ,I 

PROMPTLY AVAILABLE 

The Ever -Heody 
Goroge limited 

DONNYBROOK, DUBLIN 4 

Telephone 693055/694359 

New Age Service 

Steel Shelving a Speciality 

IMPORTERS AND EXPORTERS 

109a & 110 UPR. CHURCH ST. 

DUBLIN 7 

Telephone 301744/301732 



SAflTY 
PoTINCY 

IfflCTIVINISS 
~7he safety ·of Fortral, its compatibility with so 
many commonly employed drugs, its lack of 
deleterious effects on many diseases causing 
pain or existing in patients with pain, its 
potency, its effectiveness and its wide range of 
application make it a superior analgesic." 

Med. ScL, (1967), 18:59 

FL11IillL\l •. 

Ampoule (60 mg) for 
severe pain. 

(pentazocine) 

1 or 2 CapSules 
(50 mg) fQr moderate and 
severe pain. , , , 

1 or 2 Tablets (25 mg) for 
less severe pain. 

Fortral is 8 registered trade mark . 
Full information is available from " 

Winthrop Laboratories limited. Winthrop House. 28 Harcourt Street. Dublin 2. . -..... 

one' hundrf!d and sixty-sevell 
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NOEL KEATING 

* 
HIGH CLASS VICTUALLER 

QUALITY MEATS ONLY 

* 
32 FRANCIS STREET, DUBLIN 8 

Telephone 756001 

J 
, REINDEAR 
AIR FREIGHT Frank McLoughlin 

224 Cargo Terminal 
Dublin Airport 

Speciolists in the hondling of 
011 kinds of Airfreight including 
Worehousing ond Distribution 

Phone 376086/7 Telex: 5446 

one hundred and sixty-eight 

Electrical Sales 

36 FOXFIELD ROAD, 

RAHENY, DUBLIN 5. 

Telephone 314148 



BRODERICK BROS. LTD. 
2~-2S Wellington Quay, Dublin 2. 

Telephone: 771136 

We are pleased to have been associated 
with 

ST. VINCENr-[,S HOSPITAL 
in the supplying of 

CATERING EQUIPMENT 

When there's FLU about

make sure YOU are 

that's when the 

public needs you most 

PROTECTION WITH 'ADMUNE' 

(Influenza virus vaccine) 

takes only seconds. 

SOH PHARMACEUTICALS L TO. 

GOREVANS 
, 

For all Your Personal 
and Household needs 

NURSES' UNIFORMS , 

BUDGET ACCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 

""CAMDEN STREET, 
'. , DUBLIN 

\ 

~ne hundred and sixty-nine 



WM. EGAN ' ·,SONS 
LTD. 

* 
We manufacture in our own 
workshop, Vestments, Chalices, 

Ciboria, Monstrances. 

Also 

Suppliers of all Catholic Books 
both cloth bound and paper 

back editions. 

* 
31/32 PATRICK ST., CORK 

EST. 1825 PHONE 20636 / 25637 

WHAT WOULD 

YOU DO 
IN 

CASE OF FIRE? 

THE ANSWER IS. USE A 
FIRE EXTINGUISHER 
YOU HAVE NONE?

BETTER ATTEND TO IT 
IMMEDIATELY 

Consult: 
ERIN FlRE EXTINGUISHERS LTD. 

179 Lr. Kimmage Road, 
Dublin 6. 

Telephone 971225 

CURTAINS " CARPETS 
BY THE EXPERTS 

Free advice on Colour Schemes, 
and 

Free Estimates in your own home anytime. 

P. S. PATTON (Interiors) LTD. 
9 PARLIAMENT STREET, DUBLIN 2. 

TELEPHONE 77 28 64 

one hundred and seventy 



WE SERVE THE HOSPITAL WITH 
• MEDICAL AND LABORATORY GASES 

• PIPED MEDICAL GAS AND VACUUM SERVICES 

• OXYGEN THERAPY, NEBULISING AND 
VENTILATOR EQUIPMENT 

• ANAESTHETIC AND INTENSIVE CARE APPARATUS 

• RESUSCITATION APPARATUS 

IRISH INDUSTRIAL GASES LTD. 
MEDICAL DIVISION 

DUBLIN 755471 

Dovis, King & Co. lId. 
5 LEINSTER ST. SOUTH 

DUBLIN 2 

Tel. 61968/0 

Suppliers of Sanitary Fittings to 

New st. Vincent's Hospital. . 

Agents for 

STANBRIDGE BEDPAN WASHERS 

- CORK 20211 

D. & R. 
SUPPLIES 

Supplier~ to 

Hospitals and Convents 

SPECIALISTS IN STAINLESS STEELWARE 

126 UPPER LEESON ST. 

'. , 

DUBLIN 4 

Phone 61083 

" \ 

- - Oll~ hundred and seventy-one 



SURGIFIX 
TUBULAR ELASTICATE-D 
NET BANDAGE '\ 

'\ 

THE SUCCESSOR TO EXPENSIVE; 
TIME-CONSUMING CONVENTIONAL 
BANDAGING 

8 separate sizes for 
Adults and Children. 

Availability Sizes 0-7 in boxes 
of 25 metres stretched. 

ARMOUR PHARMACEUTICAL CO. LTD. 

EASTBOURNE, ENGLAND 

Irish Depot: 

6 THE CRESCENT, SALL YNOGGIN 

DUBLIN 

P.E.I. LIMITED 
HOSPITAL & LABORATORY SUPPLIERS 

• Jobling • Denley Instruments 
• Henley • Evered & Co. 
• BBL Media • Clayton Melvin Ltd. 
• M. & I. E. Ltd. • SlmpJa Plastics 
• Bedlord, Steer End Blom Disposables 
• Mecanaids Ltd. Arygle Products 

Qulckfit & Quartz * Greyward Laboratol'les 
Rocket of London • Surglcgoods Ltd. 

• New Equipment Ltd. * Exogen Ltd. 
* Matheson Scientific O'Neill, New York 
* Cindico Ltd. * Warne Surgical 
• Pland Ho"oware Products 
• East of Oxford • Unoplast 

* SOLE AGENTS 

13 Fade Street, Dublin 2 
and 

Cookstown Estate, Tallaght, Co. Dublin 

one hundred and seventy-two 

• 
OFFICE fURNITURE 

So Staff Pleasing

Work Easing 

Sturdy, stylish, 

space-saving Eagle 

filing cabinets, 

bookcases, lockers 

and presses are 

carefully designed 

to put efficiency 

at your fingertips. 

Made in Ireland by 

Eogle Monufocturing CO., ltd. 
Carlow Phone 41606 

THOMAS H. MASON & SONS LTD. 
CRANE LANE 

(off Dame Street) 

DUBLIN 2 

Laboratory Instruments 

Balances 

Gas Chromatographs 

Astrup Apparatus 

Centrifuges 

Spectrophotometers 

P.H. Meters, Etc. 

Estd.1780. 



Sierex Ltd. are proud to have been associated 

with St. Vincent's Hospital for many years and 

particularly to have been concerned with the 

re-equipping of the new hospital. 

Sierex 

Modern Bakery 

HIGH-CLASS BREAD AND 

CONFECTIONERY 

For Contracts 

PHONE 300175 

SIEREX LTD. 
58 Merrion Square, Dublin 2. 

Head Office: 15·18 Clipstone Street, 

London WIP 8AE. 

VERSO BRos. LTD. 

, , 

Tiling of every description . 

Mosaic Tiles or 

Sheet Rubber, Cork and 

Vinyl Flooring. 

9 BELVEDERE COU.RT, 

DUBLIN 1. 

'. Telephone 42178/49849 

one _hundred and seventy-three 
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'ZORBIT 
""\ ~ 

ANTIBAC 
'. 

Towelling Blankets 
IDEAL FOR HOSPITALS 

MADE BY 

ROBERT USHER & CO. LTD. 

DROGHEDA 

CARL ZEISS 
OPHTHALMOLOGICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 
FOREMOST IN PRECISION - SUPERB IN QUALITY 

CARL ZEISS Slit Lamps-standard and zoom magnification 

CARL ZEISS Operating Microscopes - manual and zoom 

magnification and focusing 
Details of these instruments and other CARL ZEISS products of interest 

to the Ophthalmologist are available from: 

THE RANDALL OPTICAL CO. LTD. 
1 LOWER PEMBROKE STREET, DUBLIN 2 

Telephone: 62767/8/9, Telegrams: "RANOPTIC DUBLIN", Telex: 5465 

one hundred and seventy-four 



LENNOX 

Architects 
AVAILABLE EX STOCK 

AT ALL TIMES , 
. FULLY VITRIFIED FLOOR TILES 

GLAZED WALL TILES 

Complete Laboratory Furnishers 
Apparatus and Chemicals 

• Suppliers to 

UNIVERSITIES 

SCHOOLS 

HOSPITALS 

INDUSTRY, ETC . 

• 
Laboratory Furniture and Fittings 

3-4 STH. LEINSTER STREET 
DUBLIN 2. -'Phone 61591-3 

GLAZED WALL TILES OF DISTINCTION 

Manufactured by: , 

Hereford Tiles Ltd. 
to B.S.S. 1281 

MOSAICS : GLAZED & UNGLAZED 

FACADE TILES: GLAZED & UNGLAZED 

QUARRY TILES 

AVAILABLE EX STOCK AT ALL TIMES 

SPECIFIED BY LEADING ARCHITECTS, 

MODULAR TILES : GLAZED & UNGLAZED · I · ~.~.~INEERS & SURVEYORS. 

Enquiries to : Enquiries to: 
'x 

DONNELL YS DONNELL YS 
"-

20 George's Quay, Dublin 2 Phone 775251 20 George's Quay, Dublin 2 Phone 775251 

one. .hundred and seventy-five 



MANUfACTURING COMPANY 
(1935) LTD. 

Sole manufacturers of the famous 

AMBASSADOR King Size 

and EVER·REST 
Sheets and Pillow Cases. 

-. . 
Makers of government standard 
standard Grade 'A' Sheets: and.oi _ 

Pillow Cases. 

... The name 

MANO'R FARM 
is the hallmark of quality 

in Eggs and Chickens 
h :~t i 

enguiries to : 

CARTON BROS lTD. 
17 HALSTON STREET 

DUBLIN 7 

Telephone 47741 

one hundred and seventy-six 

1871 1-971 

100 YEARS SCHERING 

100 
100 YEARS OF PROGRESS 

SCHERING AG 
in the service of medicine 

CORTICOIDS 

X-RAY CONTRAST MEDIA 

HORMONES 

Irish Office 

44 DARTMOUTH SQUARE, DUBLIN 6 

Novon Steel ProdU; 
·.limited 

Manufacturers of 

TUBULAR FURNITURE 

for 

Hospitals, Schools, Institutions etc. 

TRIM ROAD, NAVAN, 

CO. MEATH 

Tel 21737/21149 



STILLORGAN AMBULANCE SERVICES 

GENERAL AND EMERGENCY 
LONG DISTANCE . 

SPECIAL ~ CARDIAC AMBULANCES ... 

LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 

Telephones 

880022 -- 882254 -- 882173 

, -

\ , 

o,;~ hun!-red and seventy-seven 



Sm.ith & Sheppard 
, 

(19,40) Ltd. 
" 

Manufacturers and Suppliers of 

HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT, X-RAY, ELECTRO-MEDICAL 

. & ELECTRONIC APPARATUS, INTENSIVE CARE UNITS, 

DIAGNOSTIC & RESEARCH EQUIPMENT . 

• 
GUARANTEED AFTER SALES SERVICE AND 

MAINTENANCE BY QUALIFIED STAFF . 

• 
Telephone: 754112, 752500 

The Tea with 
the Man-sized _ 

Ravour 
(' (.. ,)/ 
.... > ... :::::>-:: ...... ; 

one hundred and seventy-eight 

JOSEPH \y AHREN & SON 

• 
PAINTING CONTRACTORS 

• 
4 North Summer Street 

Dublin 1. 

Telephone 46493 



McMANUS & RYAN 
FLOORING CONTRACTORS 

32 CHARLOTTE STREET 
DUBLIN 2. 
PHONE 753595 

RUBBER FLOORING 
LINOLEUM 
ACCOFLEX 
VINYLEX 
MARLEYFLEX 
COLOVYNL 
VYNL WALL TILES 
SPONGE RUBBER 
KNEELERS FOR CHURCHES 
CORK TILES 

ESTIMATES FREE 

Rent your 

LINEN 

OVERALLS 

and 

CABINET ROLLER TOWELS 

It's Cheaper 

It's Regular 

SYI ANliN SERVICE 
DONORE AVENUE, DUBLIN 8 

Telephone 753383 

Everything for the Garden at ' 

E. O'CARROLL " SONS 
CARDEN CENTRE 

GERALDSTOWN, BALL YlMUN, DUBLIN 11 
{Above SI. Pappin's Church} Tel. 371743 

- - - - CALL NOW - - - -
AND CHOOSE FROM OUR EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF 

TREES, SHRUBS, ROSES, BULBS, etc. 
ALL AT KEENEST PRICES! 

" 

- - -- - - -" ,- - - - --
* Qualified Advisory Staff At Your Disposal * 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 8 a.m •. 6 p.m. 

OPEN Tuesday, Thursday (Lat,: Opening)" 8 a.m.' 9 p.m. 

Sunday '.................. ... .... ... .......... 2 p.m •• 6 p.m. 

• Walk Around DIsplay Area for All Types 01 Garden EquIpment 

one hundred and se'ventY·nine 

.. ...J 



\. ~ ~»Yzdm&ntd 
"" 

GL~SS & GL~ZING 
including the 

CHAPEL STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

The Dublin Gloss & Point Co. ltd. 
incorporating 

THE ABBEY STAINED GLASS STUDIO 
41 Middle Abbey Street, Dublin 1 

CONGRATULATIONS 

from 

KELLETT'S 
(Oldcastle) Limited 

Wholesale Bedding Manufacturers 
Upholsterers & Importers 

Manufacturers of 
KELLCASTLE 

Mattresses 

CAVAN ROAD, 
OLDCASTLE 

Telephone 32, 47 & 98 

one hundred ana eighty 

IRISH 
LINEN SERVICES 

CONTRACT 
LAUNDERERS 

and 

CLEANERS 
to 

ST. VINCENT'S HOSPITAL 
ELM PARK 

Telephone 680655 Ballsbridge 

il 



WITH COMPLIMENTS 

SOUTH OF IRELAND ASPHALT CO. LTD 

Specialists in Metal Decking and Felt Roofing. 

Mastic Asphalt and Civil Engineering Contractors 

DUBLIN=======CORK 

Congratulation from 

CHARLES CHAMBERS LTD. 

Suppliers to the Hospital of 

Olympia Typewriters 

artd 

" OIYl'\1pia Dictating Systems 

One "hundred ima eighty-one 



, 

. Fresh . ' . " '~ 

IS first. 

Milk Cream Butter Eggs Yogurt 
delivered fresh to your door daily 

• ppemlep 
rdJfiij[fDD@~ 

one hundred and eighty-two 

Take a Butterfly 
. .. beautiful, isn't it! And the qualities 

that have made the Butterfly Set 

an instrument of choice in difficult 

cases make just as much sense for 

everyday venipuncture. Slim, hubless 

design. Short, thinwall needle. 

Ultra-sharp lancet bevel. And the 

one piece construction uses soft, 

flexible tubing to isolate the needle 

from the luer connector. 

Take a Butterfly Set 
Fold the wings and feel that positive 

control-feel the needle glide through 

tissue to lie comfortably in the vein. 

Now, release the wings. See how 

they spread flat against the skin, 

providing a secure surface for fixing. 

By 'splinting' the vein with tape, the 

needle is virtually immobilised. 

Take a Butterfly Set 

... every time 

Abbott Laboratories (Irl.) LId . 
40 CLARENDON STREET, 

DUBLIN 2. 

r 

__________________ ~~ ___________ • _ _ ____ ___ • • _ . _ .. _ _ 0 _ _ -



" 

Technicon (Ireland) Limited. 
Swords, Co. Dublin 

CONGRATULATE 
THE STAFF OF ST. VINCENT'S HOSPITAL 

ON ANOTHER DYNAMIC YEAR AT ELM PARK. 

Compliments of 

NORMAN WAUGH LTD. 

113 CLONSKEAGH ROAD, 

DUBLIN 6. 

Telephone 694211 

, 
\ 
" , 

'\ 

Designed and printed at the Elo Press Ltd., Dut,;rin 8, Ireland. 

one hundred and eighty-three 
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