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Introduction 

Cherry Orchard Hospital was built in 1953 as an adjunct to 
the then Fever Hospital at Cork Street. In  fact the hospital 
had been commissioned in 1938 and the project awarded to 
the Architect Frederick Hicks, whose associate at the time, 
Alan Hope, developed the concept and completed the project 
some 15 years later. 

The entire site comprised approximately 72 acres but the 
actual buildings were confined to approximately 44 acres 
with the remaining lands fenced off. In effect the residual 
lands have in appearance being outside our boundaries with 
various proposals being made as to their use over the past 
several years. 

The actual hospital complex has developed over the years 
and now facilitates a wide range of health services including: 

Four Ward Units dealing with infectious diseases 
comprising approximately 100 beds. 

One 25 Bed Ward Unit for the elderly mentally ill. 

One 24 Bed Ward Unit recently totally refurbished and 
extended, catering for the young chronic sick. 

Four Ward Units with a total of 86 beds providing 
extended care for the elderly. 

Rowan Ward, an 18 Bed Ward Unit providing respite 
and terminal care for persons suffering from 
HIVIAIDS. 

Cuan Dara, a 17 Bed Ward Unit, provides residential 
and rehabilitation places for drug misusers. 



7) The Aishling Centre operates as an addiction centre 
providing a full range of services for drug misusers. 

8) Fortune House operates a 12 week detoxification 
programme focussing on younger drug misusers with 
daily attendance of approximately 40 persons. 

In addition the Cherry Orchard campus includes the Public 
Health Laboratory, the Area 5 Administration 
Headquarters, Central Purchasing Department and a 
Maintenance base. 

Considering the extent of sewices already being provided it 
is considered that no further developments should take place 
on this site. Extensions and modernisation of existing 
buildings can of course be accommodated within the 
boundaries of the present hospital. 

Consequently the land to the rear of approximately 28 acres 
is surplus to requirements and consideration as to its 
disposal and method of disposal is the subject of this report. 

This report has been compiled by the Estate Management 
Department with the technical support of Architect Mr. 
Greg Tisdall. 





Residual Land c. 28 Acres 

This land is zoned A1 "to protect and 1 or improve 
residential amenities". 

As such it has the capacity for a housing development of 
approximately 280 units, given the guideline of 10 units to 
the acre. There are access difficulties and our initial 
research indicated an access from the adjoining local 
authority Estate. 

Dublin Corporation planning officials have indicated that a 
degree of amenity land should be retained here which would 
suggest that less land would be available for development. 

Over a number of years both Dublin Corporation and our 
Board have received representations on behalf of Cherry 
Orchard Football Club for the provision of c. 8 acres on the 
Cherry Orchard Hospital lands to be designated as amenity 
land in order to develop permanent football pitches for the 
club. 

Cherry Orchard Football Club was founded in 1958 in 
response to the huge need at the time for sports facilities in 
the then new suburb of Ballyfermot. 

Despite its growth and success over the years it does not 
have its own permanent playing pitches in the Ballyfermot 
area but rather has relied on rented pitches from Dublin 
Corporation at  Le Fanu Park and a private rented pitch at 
the De La Salle College. 



- 
There is no doubt that Cherry Orchard F.C. has and 
continues to provide a tremendous outlet for the youth of - Ballyfermot and they are very anxious to remain in the area 
for the years ahead. - 



Proposals 

From our Boards point of view we are charged with 
protecting our assets and at the same time we must take 
cognisance of the local authority planning for the area. 

The value of any development land is dictated by three 
important factors, Location, Density and Access. 

In order to facilitate the Planners suggestions of providing 
some 8 acres of amenity land, which in turn might be 
developed as playing pitches for Cherry Orchard Football 
Club, further lengthy discussions were held with Dublin 
Corporation. 

Officials of Dublin Corporation have been of great 
assistance in this regard and it is now proposed to consider a 
strategy whereby through agreement on planning the 
provision of 8 acres for amenity purposes would not 
compromise our Board's asset value allowing the land to 
achieve its maximum potential for development 

(a) Create an access road directly to the lands from the 
main Ballyfermot Road. 

(b) Develop a schematic layout for 280 units on c. 17 acres 
of land. 

(c) Designate c. 8 acres of land as amenity land for the 
provision of playing pitches. 

In  this way the value of our Boards lands would not be 
compromised whilst at  the same time complying with the 
requirements for amenity land all within the same site. 







Recommendations 

At this stage a great deal of research has been carried out on 
the various options and the solution proposed here appears 
to be the most viable option available. 

It is proposed, therefore, to conclude negotiations with 
Dublin Corporation with a view to establishing the definite 
possibilities in relation to the planning outcome for the site. 

Following this it is proposed to negotiate with Cherry 
Orchard F.C. and Dublin Corporation for the disposal of c. 
8 acres of amenity land for the provision of playing pitches. 

It is therefore requested that the Budget Working Group 
agree in principle to recommend the contents of this report 
to our Board subject to further reports regarding actual 
disposals relative to these proposals. 


