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SOUTH WESTERN AREA HEALTH BOARD 
 
 
Minutes of the proceedings of meeting of the South Western Area Health Board held in 

St. Vincent’s Hospital, Athy, Co. Kildare, on Tuesday, 3rd July, 2001,  
at 2.00 p.m. 

 
 

Present 
 

 Mr. P. Aspell      Cllr. C. Byrne 
Cllr. E. Byrne      Cllr. T. Cullen 
Dr. K. Harkin      Cllr. C. McGrath 

 Cllr. M. Miley      Ms. M. Mooney  
 Dr. B. Murphy      Cllr. C. O’Connor 

Cllr. J. Reilly      Cllr. D. Tipping 
 Cllr. J. Wall, T.D. 
 
 

Observers 
 

Mr. G. McGuire 
 
 

Apologies 
Ms. A. Harris       Ms. N. Harvey 
Ms. M. Hoban      Mr. M. Murphy 

 
 

In the Chair 
 

Cllr. C. O’Connor 
 
 

Officers in Attendance 
 
 Mr. P. Donnelly, Chief Executive 
 Ms. B. Clarke, Assistant Chief Executive 
 Mr. S. O’Brien, Assistant Chief Executive 

Mr. P. Bennett, Assistant Chief Executive 
Mr. H. Kane, Assistant Chief Executive 
Mr. D. Lyons, Director of Finance 
Mr. R. Mitchell, Director of Communications 
Ms. P. Daly, Communications Officer 

 Ms. C. Cuffe, Senior Manager, Operations 
 Mr. R. Healy, A/Senior Manager, Chief Executive’s Office 
 Ms. A. Farrell, Administrative Support, Chief Executive’s Office 
 Ms. P. Dempsey, Administrative Support, Chief Executive’s Office 
 



03/07/01 54

 
 
73/2001 
CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS 
 
Members were invited to join with the Chairman in expressing sincere sympathy to those 
whose names were included on the list of condolences which was circulated to members.  The 
Chairman extended sympathy to Mr. Pat Donnelly, Chief Executive, on the recent death of his 
father and to Cllr. Jane Dillon Byrne, ERHA Member, on the death of her mother.  Cllr. D. 
Tipping indicated that Cllr. Dillon Byrne’s mother-in-law had also died recently (R.I.P.). 
 
The Chairman then proceeded to advise members of the following:- 
 
1. Annual General Meeting 
 
I wish to remind members that the Annual General Meeting of the Board will take place on 
Tuesday, 10th July, 2001, at 6.00 p.m. in the Board Room, Dr. Steevens’ Hospital.  In relation 
to the two Standing Committees, members who wish to change from their current committee 
are asked to make an arrangement with a member of the other Standing Committee and 
inform the Secretary of the Board of the agreed change by the end of July. 
 
2. Election of Lord Mayor of Dublin 
 
In noting the election of the Lord Mayor of Dublin last night, I wish to congratulate Cllr. Eric 
Byrne on his election as Deputy Lord Mayor and wish him every success in his new role. 
 
3. Travellers Unit Report 
 
On 6th June last I launched the first Annual Report of the Traveller Health Unit in the Eastern 
Region.  The report outlines the range of activities undertaken by the unit and details a 
number of specific initiatives and pilot projects undertaken on Travellers Health. 
 
The Traveller Unit was established in 1999 and one of it’s major successes is the partnership 
approach that it has taken, being made up of Traveller groups and organisations and Health 
Board Staff. 
 
4. Asperger’s Report 
 
On 8th June I launched the Report of the Working Group on Asperger’s Syndrome.  
Asperger’s Syndrome is a form of autism which is often diagnosed as High Functioning 
Autism. 
 
This is the first ever report on Asperger’s Syndrome and includes the findings from a review 
commissioned by the South Western Area Health Board on behalf of the three Area Health 
Boards in the Eastern Region on the needs and services for children and young people with 
Asperger’s Syndrome in the region. 
 
The report in it’s recommendations emphasises the need for a multi-sectoral response to 
Asperger’s Syndrome which includes Health, Education, etc.  The report also includes the 
results of a survey of parents of children with this syndrome. 
 
5. Autism Video 
 
Mr. Micheál Martin, T.D., Minister for Health and Children, recently launched a video on 
communication strategies for autism at Beechpark, Stillorgan, at which I officiated. 
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The video ‘Share the Moment’ is the first of it’s kind in Ireland and aims to help children with 
autism to communicate better.  The production of the video involved collaboration between 
health and education with children with autism and their families.  It is hoped that it will help 
parents and professionals to find enjoyable ways to communicate with autistic children 
 
 
74/2001 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD MEETING HELD ON 5th JUNE, 2001 
 
The minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 5th June, 2001, having been circulated, 
were confirmed on a proposal by Mr. P. Aspell, seconded by Cllr. T. Cullen. 
 
 
75/2001 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
On a proposal by Mr. P. Aspell, seconded by Cllr. D. Tipping, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 
 
1. Dr. Kieran Harkin 

 
“Regarding Hepatitis C, could the Chief Executive please estimate the number of 
people within the South Western Area Health Board with the Hepatitis C virus? 
Could the Chief Executive please comment upon the resources likely to be required in 
the years ahead to care for these patients?” 
 
Reply: 
 
231 women in the South Western Area Health Board who have contracted Hepatitis C 
because of the use of human Immunoglobulin-Anti-D have sought services as 
provided on a statutory basis under the Health (Amendment) Act 1996-Hepatitis C.  
The funding for this client group is demand led and services are developed/enhanced 
to meet their identified needs. 
 
There are approximately 1,360 drug users in the South Western Area Health Board 
who have contracted the Hepatitis C virus.  It is our understanding that these people 
use the services of their general practitioner and the specialist services available in the 
acute general hospitals.  The Board’s Provider Plan for 2001 includes the 
appointment of a Hepatitis C Co-ordinator for drug users.  Part of their role will be to 
identify future service requirements in this area.  
 

2. Dr. Kieran Harkin 
 
“Could the Chief Executive please comment upon the current breastfeeding rates 
within the South Western Area Health Board as compared with the targets proposed 
in the Department of Health report on breastfeeding in Ireland? Could the Chief 
Executive please comment upon any measures proposed to improve breastfeeding 
rates in the board’s area?” 
 
Reply: 
 
The initiation uptake rate of breastfeeding within the South Western Area Health 
Board was 45.6% in the year 2000.  Our initiation rate compares favourably with 
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national targets of 50%, although there is a drop in the rate at the time of discharge to 
38.5%.  While actual figures are not available for maintenance rates in the South 
Western Area Health Board, the Public Health Nursing service has indicated, based 
on their experience, that there is a further drop in the breastfeeding rate when the 
mother goes home from hospital. 
 
All Public Health Nurses employed by the Board are offered an 18 hour Lactation 
Training Programme.  This Programme is run by Lactation Consultants and aims to 
ensure that the advice given by nurses to breast feeding mothers is both standardised 
and based on best practice.  Public Health Nurses make every effort to call to all new 
mothers within 24 hours of discharge from hospital and they offer support and advice 
on breastfeeding.   
 
There are many support groups in the community to assist breastfeeding mothers on 
their discharge from hospital.  These groups meet weekly and offer support plus 
advice to mothers.  
 
A pilot project to increase the uptake of breastfeeding rates is ongoing in the East 
Coast Area Health Board.  We are awaiting the outcome of the final evaluation of this 
project which it is anticipated will give valuable information which should assist in 
our efforts to increase uptake rates. 

 
 
76/2001 
DISCUSSION DOCUMENT RE THE DEVELOPMENT OF A HEALTH 
PROMOTION STRATEGY FOR THE SOUTH WESTERN AREA HEALTH BOARD 
 
Ms. Martina Queally, Director of Health Promotion, gave a presentation to members on the 
discussion document re the development of a health promotion strategy for the South Western 
Area Health Board [copy filed with official minute]. 
 
A brief discussion followed to which Cllr. E. Byrne, Dr. B. Murphy, Cllr. D. Tipping, Cllr. C. 
McGrath, and Cllr. J. Reilly contributed and to which Ms. Queally and Mr. Donnelly 
responded. 
 
The principal issues which arose in the discussion included:- 
 
-  The need for rural health promotion initiatives. 
-  The need to promote oral health. 
-  The issue of mental health promotion in schools in the context of rising suicide rates among  
    young people. 
-  Health promotion in inner city areas. 
 
On a proposal by Cllr. D. Tipping, seconded by Cllr. E. Byrne, the report was adopted. 
 
 
77/2001 
REPORT 10/2001 – ANNUAL REPORT MARCH-DECEMBER 2000 
 
Report 10/2001 [copy filed with official minute] was presented to members by the Chief 
Executive for their consideration. 
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Discussion followed to which Dr. K. Harkin, Cllr. E. Byrne, Cllr. J. Reilly, Cllr. D. Tipping, 
Cllr. C. McGrath and Dr. B. Murphy contributed and to which the Chief Executive and 
Assistant Chief Executive (Operations) responded as follows:- 
 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The report comprises, as is required, details of the activities of the South Western Area 
Health Board from March to December 2000.  It was acknowledged that areas in which 
gaps/deficiencies exist were not specifically addressed in the report as these issues have 
been highlighted in the appropriate forum, i.e. the Board’s Provider Plan 2001, and have 
been brought to the attention of the Eastern Regional Health Authority.  It was agreed, 
however, to make reference to this fact in the report from the Chief Executive contained 
in the Annual Report. 
Members were advised that a study is being carried out at present in the Southern Health 
Board on the purpose and functioning of Child Care Advisory Committees.  In the 
meantime, however, it was agreed to review the current workings of our Board’s Child 
Care Advisory Committee.  Members were further advised that a report on this 
Committee’s activities is contained within the Annual Review of Adequacy of Child Care 
and Family Support Services. 
Information regarding services provided on behalf of our Board by the other two Area 
Health Boards will be included in the report. 

 
On a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. M. Miley, the report was adopted pending 
the agreed amendments. 
 
 
78/2001 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT 
 
The Chief Executive read Report No. 11/2001 to members (copy filed with official minute): 
 
Areas covered in the report are set out below:- 
 
1. Medical Cards for the over 70s 
2. Foot and Mouth Crisis 
3. Back to School Clothing and Footwear Scheme 
4. Community Services 
5. Naas General Hospital 
 
In conclusion, the Chief Executive welcomed Ms. Pauline Daly, who was in attendance, as 
our Board’s newly appointed Communications Officer. 
 
Discussion then ensued during which the following issues were raised and to which the Chief 
Executive responded:- 
 

Members were informed that the outcome of negotiations with the Irish Medical 
Organisation concerning the provision of medical cards to persons over 70 years is 
awaited.  In the meantime, Health Boards have been advised to proceed with 
implementing the scheme, e.g. processing applications, provision of information, etc.  In 
this regard, a copy of a new application form for use by persons over 70 years was 
circulated for members’ information. 
Members requested that correspondence be sent to the Department of Social, Community 
and Family Affairs indicating members’ support for the Back-to-School Clothing and 
Footwear Scheme but expressing their disappointment that the level of the allowance has 
not increased this year. 
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The Chief Executive’s report was noted. 
 
 
79/2001 
MATTERS FOR MENTION/MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
Global Movement for Children Campaign:  Cllr. Tipping informed members that UNICEF 
offices in Dublin will be unable to collect the Pledge Forms for this campaign to send back to 
the USA in August.  It was agreed that the Chief Executive’s Office would make the 
necessary arrangements regarding the collection and submission of pledge forms from the 
Board’s staff. 
 
Heating Grants:  Members requested information at Standing Committee regarding the 
provision of grants for heating.  In addition, members requested information regarding the 
current status of the Special Housing Aid for the Elderly scheme. 
 
 
80/2001 
PROGRESS REPORT FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
On a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. D. Tipping, the progress report from the 
Community Services and Continuing Care Standing Committee was adopted. 
 
On a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. C. McGrath, the progress report from the 
Joint Standing Committee was adopted. 
 
On a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded by Dr. B. Murphy, the progress report from the 
Primary Care and Acute Services Standing Committee was adopted. 
 
 
81/2001 
PROGRESS REPORT FROM PROTOCOL & PROCEDURES COMMITTEE 
 
On a proposal by Cllr. D. Tipping, seconded by Cllr. C. McGrath, the progress report from 
the Protocol and Procedures Committee was adopted. 
 
 
82/2001 
PROGRESS REPORT FROM FINANCE & PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 
On a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded by Ms. M. Mooney, the progress report from the 
Finance and Property Committee was adopted. 
 
 
83/2001 
NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
The following motion was proposed by Cllr. D. Tipping, and seconded by Dr. S. Barry:- 
 
“That the South Western Area Health Board hereby resolves that the two houses in 
Rathmintin, Tallaght, presently owned by South Dublin County Council which South Dublin 
County Council loaned to the Eastern Health Board some years ago, and have been vacant 
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since the Mary Mercer Health Centre was opened over one year ago, be now transferred back 
to South Dublin County Council forthwith.” 
 
Discussion followed to which Cllr. E. Byrne, Cllr. C. O’Connor, Cllr. C. McGrath and Cllr. J. 
Reilly contributed.  In response to the discussion, it was agreed that members should visit 
these houses on the following Tuesday (10th July, 2001) and discuss their findings at a Special 
Board Meeting thereafter. 
 
The motion was deferred to a Special Board Meeting to be held after the Annual General 
Meeting on 10th July, 2001. 
 
 
84/2001 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The item of correspondence, as referred to in the Chief Executive’s report, was noted by 
members. 
 
 
85/2001 
SCHEDULE OF VISITS FOR BOARD MEMBERS AND STANDING COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS (JULY 2001) 
 
The schedule of visits for Board Members and Standing Committee meetings for July 2001 
which was circulated with the agenda papers was noted by members. 
 
 
86/2001 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Board will be held on Tuesday, 10th July, 2001, at 6.00 
p.m in the Board Room, Dr. Steevens’ Hospital, Dublin 8. 
 
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Tuesday, 4th September, 2001 at 2.00 p.m. in 
Kildare County Council Chambers, Naas, Co. Kildare. 
 
 
 
CORRECT:  P. DONNELLY 
   CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________ 
CHAIRMAN 


