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SOUTH WESTERN AREA HEALTH BOARD 
 

Minutes of proceedings of meeting of the South Western Area Health Board held in the 
Council Chambers, Kildare County Council, Naas, Co Kildare, on Tuesday, 3rd October, 

2000, at 2.00 p.m. 
 

Present 
 
 Mr. P. Aspell Dr. S. Barry 
 Mr. G. Brady Cllr. C. Byrne 
 Cllr. E. Byrne Cllr. T. Cullen 
 Ms. A. Harris Ms. M. Hoban 
 Dr. K. Harkin Cllr. C. McGrath 
 Cllr. M. Miley Ald. M. Mooney 
 Dr. B. Murphy Mr. M. Murphy 
 Cllr. C. O’Connor Sen. S. Ó Fearghail 
 Cllr. J. Reilly Sen. T. Ridge 
 Cllr. D. Tipping Cllr. J. Wall, T.D. 
 

Observers 
 
 Mr. G. McGuire 
 
 

Apology 
 
 Dr. M. Gueret  Ms. N. Harvey 
 
 

In the Chair 
 

Cllr. C. O’Connor 
 
 

Officers in Attendance 
 
 Mr. P. Donnelly, Chief Executive 
 Mr. S. O’Brien, Asst. Chief Executive 
 Ms. B Clarke, Asst. Chief Executive 
 Mr. P. Bennett, Asst. Chief Executive 
 Mr. H. Kane, Asst. Chief Executive (Designate) 
 Mr. D. Lyons, Director of Finance 
 Mr. T. McMahon, Director of Human Resources 
 Mr. R. Mitchell, Director of Communications 
 Ms. P. Bryan, Senior Manager, Chief Executive’s Office 
 Mr. R. Kavanagh, Senior Manager, Operations 
 Dr. J. Barry, Specialist in Public Health 
 Mr. K. Brady, Co-ordinator, Survivors’ Office  
 Ms. A. Farrell, Administrative Support, Chief Executive’s Office 
 Ms. P. Dempsey, Administrative Support, Chief Executive’s Office 
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74/2000 
CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS 
 
The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:- 
 
1. Condolences 
 
I am sure members will join with me in expressing sincere sympathy to those whose names have 
been included on the list of condolences which has been circulated to members. 
 
2. Moyvalley Accident 
 
I would like to formally express our thanks and appreciation to staff who assisted with the tragic 
road accident which occurred at a location close to Moyvalley on the main Kinnegad/Enfield 
Road on 19th September last.  The Minister for Health & Children has also asked that his 
appreciation be conveyed to all staff for their assistance following the accident. 
 
In particular I would like to thank staff from Naas General Hospital, AMiNCH Tallaght, James 
Connolly Memorial Hospital in Blanchardstown and all emergency ambulance and rescue staff 
who attended the accident. 
 
I would also like to express, on your behalf, sympathy to the bereaved families on their sad loss 
and to the families of those injured in the accident. 
 
3. Future Board Meetings 
 
A provisional date of 26th October, 2000 had been set for a meeting of the Finance and Property 
Committee.  However, in order to facilitate members’ involvement in the service planning 
process for 2001, a Joint Standing Committee Meeting will now be held in St. Vincent’s Hospital, 
Athy, on that date specifically on Service Planning for 2001.  The meeting of the Finance and 
Property Committee has now been rescheduled for 2.30 p.m. on 14th November, 2000 in Bridge 
House, Cherry Orchard, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10. 
 
4. Slí Na Sláinte, AMiNCH, Tallaght 
 
On Thursday last I launched Slí na Sláinte, in AMiNCH, Tallaght.  This initiative is the hospital’s 
contribution to the Health Promoting Hospitals’ Challenge Day and is a mark of AMiNCH’s long 
term commitment to health promotion. 
 
5. Nominations to the Executive, Association of Health Boards in Ireland 
 
Following the nomination of eight Board Members to the Association of Health Boards in 
Ireland, a process to nominate two of these members to the Executive Committee is to be 
finalised.   
 
In response to the final item of Chairman’s Business, Senator Ó Fearghail suggested that the eight 
nominees could meet and agree two members from within that group to go forward to the 
Executive Committee.  This was agreed. 
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75/2000 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD MEETING HELD ON 5th SEPTEMBER, 
2000 
 
The minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 5th September, 2000, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Mr. P. Aspell, seconded by Cllr. J. Reilly. 
 
(a) Matters arising from the minutes 
 
In response to a query from Mr. G. McGuire, the Chief Executive stated that a report on Comfort 
Allowances will be brought to the next Community Services and Continuing Care Standing 
Committee. 
 
 
76/2000 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
On a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded by Senator T. Ridge, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 
 
1. Cllr. Eric Byrne 
 
To ask the Chief Executive if he is familiar with the problems being caused by the ever-
increasing numbers of alcoholics, many of whom are homeless, who gather in large numbers in 
the Rialto/Dolphin’s Barn area of Dublin 8? 
 
Can he say what services are available by the S.W.A.H.B. to assist these people with their 
alcohol/homeless problems? 
 
And will he outline any plans he has to increase the meagre resources and provide a modern 
sophisticated service and will he make a statement on the matter? 
 
Reply: 
 
The South Western Area Health Board is aware of difficulties in the integration of alcohol and 
homeless services. 
 
Alcohol Treatment Services are provided from our Board’s Community Alcohol Services, Glen 
Abbey, Belgard Road, Tallaght.  These services can be accessed by all clients, including those 
who may be homeless, however, it does not as yet provide an outreach service to homeless 
clients. 
 
Homeless services are provided at Charles Street.  Services provided include emergency 
accommodation, income maintenance, medical cards, information and advice. 
 
It is broadly acknowledged that the establishment of a multi-disciplinary approach, including 
medical care, psychiatric care, social work involvement, training, education, in addition to the 
establishment of both wet and dry hostels and an outreach alcohol counselling service, would 
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enhance services to homeless drinkers.  In this regard, the three Area Health Boards are currently 
working with Local Authorities and the Voluntary Sector with a view to developing a 3 Year 
Action Plan to deal with all aspects of homelessness, within which the needs of homeless drinkers 
will be included.  Funding is available to provide a wet hostel and the acquisition of a site for the 
establishment of this service is actively being pursued. 
 
The 3 Year Action Plan is being developed in line with the Government Strategy on 
Homelessness. 
 
2. Dr. Kieran Harkin 
 
Could the Chief Executive please outline the procedures which exist in psychiatric hospitals 
within the S.W.A.H.B. to dispense methadone to in-patients, who, prior to admission were being 
prescribed methadone, either under the Methadone Protocol Scheme or directly from S.W.A.H.B. 
drug treatment centres?  Could the Chief Executive also please provide similar information for 
the East Coast and Northern Board areas? 
 
Reply: 
 
There are three mental health teams within the South Western Area Health Board.  The policy in 
relation to the dispensing of methadone to those in-patients who, prior to admission, were being 
prescribed methadone is as follows: 
 
• St. James’s Mental Health Services – prescriptions, once verified, are dispensed through the 

hospital pharmacy. 
 
• St. Loman’s/Tallaght – In-patients who were being prescribed methadone from the board’s 

treatment centres prior to admission are provided with transport to and from their drug 
treatment centre.   

 
• Kildare/West Wicklow – In-patients in the Lakeview Unit, who were being prescribed 

methadone prior to admission, are brought by taxi to the nearest drug treatment centre.   
 
However, if this is not possible (e.g. patient unfit to travel) the consultant psychiatrist will 
prescribe the maintenance dose and it is dispensed through the hospital pharmacy. 

 
It is our Board’s intention to continue discussions, as commenced by the Eastern Health 
Board, on procedural arrangements with all psychiatric units and hospitals to ensure patients 
receive continuity in treatment for the period of their admission. 

 
3. Dr. Kieran Harkin 
 
Does a patient charter exist which includes patients within the drug treatment services?  If not, 
could the Chief Executive give a commitment that such a patient charter will be created? 
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Reply: 
 
Currently, a patient charter specifically for the Aids/Drugs Service is not in place.  However, a 
multi-disciplinary committee was established last year to prepare a patient charter and a draft has 
issued to staff.  It is hoped to finalise the patient charter before the end of the year and this will be 
circulated when completed. 
 
4. Dr. Kieran Harkin 
 
Could the Chief Executive please make a statement on Stoma Care Nursing Posts within the 
board’s area?  Could the Chief Executive please make specific reference to any posts which may 
be supported in any way by the stoma product manufacturers? 
 
Reply: 
 
Stoma Care services are provided on a regional basis for the three Area Health Boards from 
Baggot Street Community Hospital.  There are currently three nurses employed on a full-time 
basis in the Stoma Care Service.  These nurses are employed directly by the Eastern Regional 
Health Authority and are not supported by stoma product manufacturers.   
 
The Stoma Care nurses provide services to patients in the community including those from Naas 
General Hospital.  With regard to the voluntary hospitals in the South Western Area Health Board 
the following position pertains:- 
 
• St. James’s Hospital employs its own fully-trained Stoma Care Nurse. 
 
• The Adelaide and Meath Hospital, incorporating the National Children’s Hospital, Tallaght, 

employs a nurse to provide stoma services to patients with assistance from individuals 
employed by stoma product manufacturers who may or may not be qualified nurses.  

 
• Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick Children, Crumlin, does not employ a nurse specifically for this 

purpose and usually avails of personnel employed by the stoma product manufacturers.  
 
In order to ensure consistency in approach and quality of service throughout our Board’s area, I 
propose to initiate discussions with the voluntary hospitals in our area to examine this issue 
including the employment of company-sponsored stoma care personnel. 
 
 
77/2000 
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
The Chief Executive read Report No. 29/2000 to members (copy filed with official minute): 
 
Areas covered in the report are set out below:- 
 
1. Influenza Immunisation Campaign 
2. Meningococcal C Vaccination Programme 
3. Illness among Heroin Users 
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4. Mobile Drugs Clinic, Tallaght 
5. Ambulance Dispute 
6. Report on the Development of Services for Symptomatic Breast Disease 
7. Traveller Health Unit 
8. Cardiovascular Disease Strategy 
9. Appointments 
 
 
 
 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

Influenza Immunisation Campaign 
Following a query from Sen. S. Ó Fearghail on the availability of the flu vaccine for the elderly 
infirm living alone, Ms. B. Clarke, Assistant Chief Executive, stated that public health nurses will 
have a key role in ensuring uptake of the vaccine for this group.  A review of uptake rates will be 
carried out at the end of November. 
 
Illness among Heroin Users 
There was a discussion on the recent illness among heroin users to which Cllr. E. Byrne, Sen. S. 
Ó Fearghail, Ald. M. Mooney, Cllr. C. McGrath, Dr. K. Harkin and Ms. M. Hoban contributed.  
Dr. J. Barry, Specialist in Public Health, gave details to members on the outbreak of the illness 
and measures taken since the summer to deal with it.  In light of the recurrence of this illness, Dr. 
Barry highlighted the renewed advice to heroin users.  It was agreed that comprehensive details 
on drug services will be brought to a future Standing Committee meeting and information on the 
drug prevention campaign outside of Dublin will also be available. 
 
Mobile Drugs Clinic, Tallaght 
In response to queries from Sen. T. Ridge, Cllr. D. Tipping and Cllr. E. Byrne, the Chief 
Executive stated that AMiNCH has agreed in principle to the establishment of a mobile drugs 
clinic on the hospital campus.  Details on the availability of the service and other operational 
matters have yet to be finalised with the hospital. 
 
Traveller Health Unit 
In response to queries from Cllr. J. Reilly and Sen. S. Ó Fearghail, Mr. P. Bennett, Assistant 
Chief Executive, stated that a report on this unit will be brought to a future Standing Committee 
meeting which will include a presentation from a representative of the Travelling Community. 
 
Orthodontics 
Following discussion to which Dr. B. Murphy and Cllr. D. Tipping contributed Mr. S. O’Brien, 
Assistant Chief Executive, gave a progress report on this service which included details of 
waiting lists and employment of additional staff.  Further information will to be brought to the 
future Standing Committee meetings. 
 
Ambulance Dispute 
In response to queries from Cllr. J. Reilly and Cllr. T. Cullen, Mr. S. O’Brien, Assistant Chief 
Executive, advised members that every effort will be made to avoid industrial action and that 
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negotiations are continuing.  However, contingency plans are being drawn up in the event of a 
strike.   
 
Cardiovascular Disease Strategy 
In response to a query from Cllr. J. Reilly regarding the use of schools for health promotion, the 
Chief Executive stated that liaison is ongoing between health services and the Department of 
Education and Science. 
 
Appointments 
Members welcomed Mr. Hugh Kane and Mr. Ray Mitchell to their new appointments as Assistant 
Chief Executive and Director of Communications respectively. 
 
Hackney Cabs 
Following a request from Cllr. T. Cullen, the Chief Executive stated that details of the tendering 
process for hackney cabs will be sent to him directly. 
 
 
78/2000 
REPORT NO. 28/2000 – SERVICE PLANNING PROCESS 2001 
 
Report No. 78/2000 [copy filed with official minute] presented by Mr. P. Bennett, Assistant Chief 
Executive, was noted. 
 
 
79/2000 
REPORT ON COUNSELLING SERVICES FOR SURVIVORS OF INSTITUTIONAL 
ABUSE 
 
The Chief Executive made a presentation to the Board on Counselling Services for Adult 
Survivors of Institutional Abuse. 
 
Members thanked the Chief Executive for his presentation. 
 
Discussion followed to which Dr. S. Barry, Mr. G. McGuire, Cllr. C. McGrath, Cllr. D. Tipping, 
Cllr. E. Byrne and Cllr. J. Reilly contributed.  In response to issues raised by members, the Chief 
Executive highlighted the following:- 
 
-  Linkages with other services including family support services are essential.  In this regard the 

Chief Executive introduced Mr. K. Brady who was in attendance at the meeting.  Mr. Brady 
will be responsible for the co-ordination of services to survivors.   

 
-  A decision will be forthcoming on the issue of compensation for victims. 
 
-  On the issue of mandatory reporting, the Chief Executive emphasised that the safety of children 

is paramount and there is a duty to ensure that if a person is currently a danger to children that 
this is reported.  This procedure is made clear to all individuals on commencement of 
counselling. 
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80/2000 
RE: GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICES (PAYMENTS) BOARD REPORT FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1999 
 
Deferred to the next Board Meeting. 
 
 
81/2000 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
On a proposal by Mr. P. Aspell, seconded by Sen. S. O’Fearghail, the progress report from the 
Standing Committee for Primary Care and Acute Services was adopted. 
 
On a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded by Ald. M. Mooney, the progress report from the 
Standing Committee for Community Services and Continuing Care was adopted. 
 
 
82/2000 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Items of correspondence, as referred to in the Chief Executive’s Report, were noted. 
 
 
83/2000 
SCHEDULE OF VISITS FOR BOARD MEMBERS (OCTOBER 2000) 
 
The schedule of visits for Board Members and Standing Committee Meetings for October 2000 
which was circulated with the agenda papers was noted by members. 
 
 
84/2000 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next monthly Board meeting will be held on 7th November, 2000, at 2.00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers, Kildare County Council, St. Mary’s, Naas, Co. Kildare. 
 
Following a proposal from Cllr. J. Reilly, it was agreed that a review of board visits since March 
will be conducted. 
 
The meeting concluded at 4.15 p.m. 
 
 
CORRECT: P. DONNELLY 
 CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
 
______________________________ 
CHAIRMAN 


