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        EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in 

St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy, Co. Kildare 
on Thursday 6th May, 1999 at 6.00 p.m. 

Present 
Mr. P. Aspell  
Dr. S. Barry  
Cllr. G. Brady  
Cllr. L. Butler  
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D.  
Cllr. Joe Connolly  
Cllr. A. Devitt  
Cllr. K. Farrell  
Cllr. C. Gallagher  
Ms. M. Hoban  
Dr. M. Laffoy  
Mr. G. McGuire  
Cllr. O. Mitchell, T.D.  
Dr. P. O'Connell  
Cllr. C. Quinn  
Dr. J. Reilly  
Cllr. P. Vance 

Cllr. M. Barrett  
Mrs. B. Bonar  
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. E. Byrne  
Cllr. B. Coffey  
Cllr. T. Cullen  
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne    
Cllr. M. Flaherty  
Dr. K. Harkin  
Dr. D. Keane  
Cllr. S. Laing  
Cllr. M. McWey  
Cllr. Dr. B. O'Connell 
Cllr. C. O'Connor            
Cllr. J. Reilly             
Cllr. K. Ryan 

Apology  
                                           Dr. John Fennell 

In the Chair 
Cllr. C. Gallagher 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. P. McLoughlin, Chief Executive Officer  
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager  
Ms. M. Windle, Programme Manager  
Mr. S. O'Brien, Programme Manager  
Ms. B. Clarke, Programme Manager  
Mr. M. Gallagher, Programme Manager  
Mr. J. Curran, Technical Services Officer  
Ms. M. Kelly, Personnel Officer  
Dr. B. O'Herlihy, Director of Public Health  
Ms. M. Browne, Communications Director  
Ms. Orla Treacy, Secretary 
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48/1999 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:- 

1. Condolences.

I am sure members will join with me in expressing sympathy with Dr. Siobhan Barry, on the death of her 
mother Mrs. Maura Bradley. As a mark or respect I wish to advise members that in accordance with 
Board protocol I am going to adjourn this meeting of our Board for fifteen minutes. 

I also wish to propose a vote of sympathy to those whose names have been included on the list of 
condolences, which has been circulated to member. 

2. Welcome to Councillor Eamon Walsh

I am sure members will join with me in welcoming Councillor Eamon Walsh to our Board. 
Councillor Walsh has been appointed by South Dublin County Council to succeed Deputy Pat 
Upton, deceased. 

3. Dates for Programme Committee Meetings. 

I wish to advise members that the schedule for forthcoming Programme Committee meetings 
have been included with agenda papers circulated for this meeting. Members should note that 
some meetings are taking place on dates outside the usual schedule. 

49/1999 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF SPECIAL MEETING AND MONTHLY 
MEETING HELD ON  29th  MARCH, 1999 AND 1ST  APRIL, 1999. 

The minutes of the proceedings of the special meeting and monthly meeting held on the 29th March, 
1999 and 1st April, 1999, having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. I. Callely, T.D., 
seconded by Cllr. C. O'Connor. 

50/1999 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Cllr. C. O'Connor, seconded by Cllr. M. Barrett, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 

1.        Cllr. Ivor Callely. T D.

'To ask the Chief Executive Officer the total number of AIDS/HIV patients that have availed of 
services from the Eastern Health Board, will the Chief Executive Officer advise of the level and 
cost of services provided and will he make a statement on the matter". 
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Reply 

Statistics on HTV and AIDS to 31 December 1998 are outlined below. They show an increase 
of 3 new cases of AIDS since 30th June 1998 and 4 deaths since that date. This brings the 
total number of AIDS cases to 650 and the number of deaths to 332 (approximately 50% of 
the total). 

Cases: Children (not born to IV drug users) 2 
Haemophiliacs 1 

Deaths: Children (born to IV drug users) 1 
IV Drug Users 2 
Haemophiliacs 1 

IV drug users account for the largest number 266 or 41%) of cases of AIDS, 
homosexuals/bisexuals account for 224 or 34.4%, heterosexuals for 83 or 12.8% while the 
balance of 77 (11.8%) is made up of haemophiliacs, children and others. 

Direct Expenditure of Services for AIDS/HIV are as follows:

In-patient services are provided at Unit 3 Cherry Orchard Hospital (16 beds) at an estimated 
annual cost of £0.5 million. 

Out-patient services are provided as part of the overall addiction service,. In addition drug 
costs in respect of AIDS patients for year ended 31.12.98 amounted to £245,521.79. 

The cost of tests carried out by the Virus Reference Laboratory for year ended 31.12.98 
amounted to £119,400. 

2.       Cllr. Joe Connolly. 

"Will the Chief Executive Officer indicate what is the up-to-date position as regards providing 
a site for Headquarters for Community Games in the Grangegorman Hospital 
development as already agreed". 

Reply 

Following the adoption by our Board of the Draft Development Plan for St. Brendan's 
Hospital in June 1998, it was further agreed to advise the Dublin Institute of Technology of 
the interest expressed by the Community Games Organisation in relation to plans for this 
complex. 
DIT have not to date submitted final proposals to our Board and as soon as these are to 
hand I will report further. 

3.       Cllr. Eric Byrne.

"In the light of growing public awareness of "Attention Deficit Disorders" among adults and 
children in the Eastern Health Board area, will the Chief 
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Executive Officer now outline steps he intends taking to implement or act upon the submission 
made with his programme manager in Dr. Steevens' Hospital on Tuesday 2nd February, 1999 by 
both organisation HADD and ADD". 

Reply 

A meeting was held on 2nd February 1999 with representatives of H.A.D.D. (the 
Hyperactive/Attention Deficit Disorder) Child/Family Support Group and ADD (Attention Deficit 
Disorder) Adult/Family Support Group and the Programme Manager, Children and Families. The 
representatives outlined their views on the range and type of services required. Specifically they 
sought funding for an information leaflet and a family resource centre. 

The provision of services has been discussed at meetings of the co-ordinating committee on Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry (this committee includes senior clinical representatives from the Eastern 
Health Board, St John of God Brothers, and Mater Hospital and is chaired by the Programme 
Manager, Children and Families.) Contact has also been made with Our Lady's Hospital Crumlin, 
which provided a designated outpatient service for children with AD/HD. As a new post within this 
service which was vacant has now been re-advertised, a meeting will be held with personnel from 
Our Lady's Hospital Crumlin and the other two paediatric hospitals, Temple Street and Tallaght to 
discuss the services. 

It has been agreed, in principle to provide funding towards the cost of an information leaflet. As a 
number of matters raised by HADD and ADD have national implications, these are now being 
considered by all health boards with a view to agreeing a national policy. Liaison and co-ordination 
with the educational services are seen as core elements in a comprehensive and effective 
response to the needs of children with AD/HD. 

4.      Dr. Philip O'Connell

"Can the Chief Executive Officer advise members on measures to measure level of E. Coli 0157, 
and any new information available from current surveillance, specifically in Co. Kildare". 

Reply 

Under the current Infectious Disease Regulations, E Coli 0157 is not a notifiable disease. It may 
however come to attention if reported as food poisoning due to E Coli 0157, as food poisoning is 
notifiable. All microbiology laboratories in the Eastern Health Board region have been requested to 
notify the Department of Public Health promptly as soon as a case of £ Coli 0157 is identified. The 
laboratories have co-operated with this request Whenever a case is identified, microbiological 
screening of contacts of cases in high-risk groups is undertaken, and this may lead to the 
identification of additional cases. 
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Regarding surveillance of E Coli 0157, no cases of E coli 0157 have been identified to 
date in 1999. 

In 1998 there were 18 cases identified, thirteen of these cases were associated with 
one outbreak. Eight of the cases in this outbreak were symptomatic and 5 cases were 
asymptomatic. Of the five remaining cases, three were isolated cases and another 
case resulted in an asymptomatic second case being identified in the family. This 
family lived in Kildare. 

In total 2 cases arose in Kildare in 1998. 

5.      Dr. Kieran Harkin. 

"Would the Chief Executive Officer please comment upon the closure of the respite 
care unit for the elderly in Cherry Orchard Hospital and advise when this unit is 
expected to re-open". 

Reply 

There is no dedicated respite care unit for older persons in Cherry Orchard Hospital. 

The need for respite/intermittent care facility varies throughout the year and in an 
effort to cope with the varying demands of this particular service the authorities at 
Cherry Orchard Hospital have adopted a flexible approach in the number of hospital 
beds available for this service. 

There are 2 beds currently available at the hospital for respite/intermittent care and 
this number is increased from time to time to meet the varying demands. 

6.       Mrs. Bernadette Bonar. 

(a) How many staff are employed in the processing of drugs refund scheme 
claims? 

(b) What is the estimated annual cost of employing these staff in this capacity? 

Reply 

(a) There are eight staff employed in the processing of drugs refund scheme 
claims. 

(b) The estimated annual cost of employing these staff in this capacity is 
£150,000. 

7.       Cllr. Charlie O'Connor.

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer to present a comprehensive report on all Eastern 
Health Board services provided in the Tallaght area, highlighting new 
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facilities developed over the past 5 years and detailing future plans and will he make a statement". 

Reply 

Health care facilities developed over the past 5 years in our Board's region in the various care groups 
together with details of future plans are as follows: 

ACUTE HOSPITAL AND SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY: 

The Adelaide & Meath Hospital, Dublin incorporating The National Children's Hospital 

The transfer of the acute hospital services from the Adelaide Hospital, the Meath Hospital and the National 
Children's Hospital, Harcourt Street to the new hospital at Tallaght took place on 21st June 1998. The new 
hospital has a bed compliment of 513 including 56 beds for the delivery of acute psychiatric services as well 
as psychiatry of old age. 

Services for the Elderly 

Recent and future short/medium term developments in the Dublin South West region include: 

• A 6 bed acute Psychiatry of Old Age Unit has been provided at Tallaght 
           Hospital. 

• The new appointment of a Consultant Psychiatrist in Psychiatry of Old Age and a support Team is              
currently being processed. 

• A 'Financial Clearance' application has been submitted to the Department of Health and 
Children for an additional post of Consultant Physician in Medicine for the Elderly. 

• A new Day Unit for older persons has been developed at St Brigid's Home, Crooksling. 

• Increased funding has been made available to allow for the enhancement of the Home Help 
Service, a proportion of which will be expended in the Dublin S/W area. 

• Our Board's '70 Year Action Plan for Service for Older Persons 1999 -2008' has identified 
the need for the provision of Community Units for older persons at St Loman's Hospital, 
Tallaght and Walkinstown. 

Tallaght Ambulance Sub Base 

Pending final arrangements for the development of an ambulance sub base at the new hospital at Tallaght 
temporary arrangements have been put in place for the purpose of providing a front line emergency 
ambulance service from 
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the hospital campus. This service has been in operation with effect from 25th 
February 1999. 

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES:

A comprehensive Adult Mental Health service is currently provided to the Tallaght 
area by multi disciplinary teams at the following locations :- 

1. Acute Services - St Loman's Hospital 
2. Day Hospital - Glenabbey, Belgard Road 
3. Day Centre - Glenabbey, Belgard Road 
4. Community Alcohol Service Glenabbey, Belgard Road 
5. Out-patients - Millbrook Lawns Health Centre 
6. Training Hostel        - 15 Main Road, Tallaght 
7. Vocational Training - E.V.E. New Horizon, Airton Road. 

The community service is involved in prevention, education, treatments at home and 
supported networks to rehabilitate and reduce the severity of social disablement. 

Services provided in the Day Hospital 

A range of activities are provided at the Day Hospital in Glenabbey, Belgard Road as 
part of our continuum of service. These activities include the following:- 

o Crisis management 
o Individual psychotherapy 
o Group psychotherapy 
o Family therapy 
o Behaviour therapy 
o Occupational therapy 
o Bereavement counselling 
o Supportive counselling 
o Assertive training 
o Anxiety management 
o Health education 
o Living skills training 
o Goal setting group 
o Drama group 
o Arts group (painting/creative writing) 

All of the above activities are also available to carers if required. 

Services provided at the Day Centre 

A further comprehensive range of services are provided at the Day Centre, Glenabbey, 
Belgard Road, Tallaght These services include the following:- 
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 Crisis management 
 All nursing supports 
 Rehabilitation programme 
 Living skills group 
 Arts/Crafts groups 
 Social skills groups assertive training 
 Anxiety management 
 Health education 
 Living skills training 
 Goal setting group 
 Drama group 
 Arts group (painting/creative writing) 
 Recreational Skills 

All of the above activities are also available to carers, if required. 

Developments in the last five years 

The Mental Health Services in the Tallaght region have developed considerably in the past 5 years. 
Additional development has resulted in the following improvements to the service on the ground. 

• The appointment of two additional psychiatrists  
• The opening of the day centre 
• An increase in nursing staff due to the opening of the day centre 
• The provision of social work services 
• The provision of a family therapy service 
• The opening of a training hostel at 15 Main Road, Tallaght 
• Access to Psychiatry of Old Age Services 
• A consultant rehabilitation post for the overall catchment area service 

which is coming on stream in 1999 will impact positively on services 
in Tallaght. 

Future Plans 

The major future development of the service will involve the opening of the new psychiatric unit in Tallaght Hospital 
for the whole of catchment area 4/5. Depending on resource allocation and prioritisation within the overall 
catchment area service the following additional focus for the Tallaght Mental Health Service will be pursued. 

Increasing the numbers attending the day hospital/day centre services 
Developing a liaison/continuing care team/home nursing 
Expansion of current interventions of family therapy, behaviour 
Therapy, counselling service and group therapies 
Development of psychology services 
The opening of 15 Main Road as a high support hostel 
Increase in social work services 
Increase to the Community Psychiatric Nursing service 
Development of sector headquarters at Glenabbey, Belgard Road. 
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Community Links 

The mental health service liaises with a number of voluntary agencies including:- 

• Mental Health Association 
• Schizophrenia Association 
• Rainbow Foundation 
• National Rehabilitation Board 
• National Training Development Institute 
• Arts Centre - Social Inclusion Programme  
• GROW 
• AWARE 
• Bodywise/over eaters anonymous 

Close links have been established with the above organisations and a partnership 
approach is utilised in identifying and meeting the various mental health needs of the 
area. 

ALCOHOL SERVICES:

Our Board provides a comprehensive community alcohol service for the Tallaght 
area from the Glenabbey Centre, Belgard Road. The service provides educational 
and preventative programmes in addition to detoxification and a counselling service. 

The service provided at the Glenabbey Centre incorporates the following elements:- 

• Alcohol Education - every new client attends four of these sessions. 
• Individual counselling for assessment of alcohol problems 
 
• 12 week abstinence course for problem drinker's 
• 12 week course for relatives of problem drinker's 
• 1 year of aftercare 
• Availability of Psychotherapy 

AIDS/DRUGS SERVICES: 

Community Drug Team, 515 Main Street, Tallaght 

At present, there is a team of addiction counsellors, outreach workers and clerical 
support operating from these premises at 515 Main Street, Tallaght. The services 
provided include addiction counselling for individuals in the area of substance misuse and 
support for family members who are affected by drug use. It is planned to significantly 
increase the current services provided by this community drug team. Planning 
permission to extend the premises and provide full addiction services from this centre 
was approved by South Dublin County Council in late 1998.  This permission was 
subsequently appealed to 
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An Bord Pleanala and an oral hearing was held in early December 1998. The Appeal was upheld and 
planning was refused. The Eastern Health Board is actively seeking suitable alternative premise in the 
Tallaght area. 

Millbrook Lawns/Addiction Centre 

With the introduction of the new protocols, on 1st October 1998, the Eastern Health Board was required to 
provide services for persons resident in the Tallaght area, who had formerly been treated by General 
Practitioners, outside the Tallaght area or, by General Practitioners, who were not awarded contracts under 
the terms of the new protocol. In the absence of our development at 515 Main Street Tallaght, due to 
planning difficulties, an emergency service was opened in Millbrook Lawns. This service is provided out of 
hours i.e. 5p.m. to 8p.m. Monday to Friday and two hours on Saturday and Sunday mornings. 

Services provided include medical assessment and appropriate treatment interventions, primary health 
care and nursing services. Methadone is dispensed under supervision on a seven-day basis at this 
clinic. Following discussion with the local community and other Eastern Health Board staff arrangements are 
in hand to facilitate this service as a daytime service. 

Local Satellite Clinics 

There are five locally based satellite clinics operating in the Tallaght area 

1. St Aengus community action network 
2. Brookfield addiction support programme 
3. Community addiction response programme, Killinarden 
4. Fettercairn drag rehabilitation programme 
5. Jobstown assisting drug dependency 

These are operated directly by the local community in partnership with the Eastern Health Board. These 
centres provide locally based treatment services for people from the different parts of Tallaght, who are 
experiencing problems with addiction. The services operate from community centres and a business 
premises in a local shopping centre. The Eastern Health Board provides medical assessment, 
counselling and support for individuals attending these services. The community is involved in providing 
after care and rehabilitation programmes for these individuals. Treatment is provided through local 
pharmacies that supervise the daily ingestion of medication on their premises. These community projects 
are funded by a mixture of Task Force funding and Section 65 grants from the Eastern Health Board. 

St Dominic's Community Response Project is another locally based project that is currently developing its 
services in the Tallaght area. Currently, it provides referral information, family support and education 
programmes to the local area. 
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Other Services (NONE.H.B.) 

I Tallaght Task Force 

II The Lorien Project 

Barnardos,  Millbrook Lawns, Tallaght,  offers  a range  of services for 
carers and children of drug users. 

III       Pride Project, Fettercairn 

This is a support group for partners and families of drug misusers. 

IV Springfield Community Action on Drugs 

This is a locally based organisation that is currently developing drug 
awareness programme in their area. 

V The Shanty Educational Project 

This service provides a range of educational, community drug training. 

VI Kilnamanagh Drug Awareness Group 

This group offers a local education service. 

VII Narcotics Anonymous 

This is a fellowship of men and women recovering from drug use. 

Education:

A full time Education Officer is employed in the Community Care Area 4 since early 1997. 
This officer endeavours to act as a primary professional in substance misuse, education 
and prevention. She is actively involved in sourcing best practice, co-ordination of 
education/prevention initiatives and basing with voluntary, statutory and community groups in 
the Tallaght area. 

Key Workers in the Community:

The Eastern Health Board recognised the need to provide individual support to persons 
encountering difficulties because of drug misuse. In 1998 five support workers were 
appointed to the various community projects in the Tallaght area: 

Killinarden 
Brookfield 

1 full time Post     
1 full time Post 
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St Aengus 1 full time Post 
Jobstown 1 full time Post 
St Dominic's 1 full time Post 

Central Services:

Detoxification, inpatient beds are provided at the unit in Cherry Orchard Hospital (Cuan 
Dara) and at Beaumont Hospital. 

A Stabilisation Unit, under construction at Cherry Orchard is nearing completion. This unit 
will provide stabilisation services for pregnant drug misusers. 

Refurbishment of a building on the grounds of St Mary's Hospital is currently being carried out 
to provide a Downstream Unit. This will free up beds in the Detoxification Services, thereby 
increasing the number of places available. 

HEALTH PROMOTION:

In the Tallaght area, (community care area 4) our Board's health programmes focus largely on 
the promotion of healthy eating, physical activity and tobacco control. We deliver these 
programmes to staff and clients in our own health centres and facilities, and in partnership 
with other health services (Tallaght Hospital in particular) and with community groups in the 
area. 

A summary of activity in 1999 is provided: 

We are providing clinical nutrition services for the community through two General Practices 
in the area: Springfield Medical Centre and Brookfield Medical Centre. Patients are seen on 
a monthly basis and include those at risk from diabetes, heart disease, children with 
obesity, and clients in need of special dietary advice and support due to allergies, wounds 
or other medical conditions. 

We are sponsoring a healthy eating course for low-income families though the Brookfield 
Health Centre. This is a course which aims to develop low fat eating habits, and identifies 
solutions for poor eating habits for all members of the family. 

Through the Kilnarden family resource centre we are supporting a weight loss programme (6 
weeks) with a local women's group. 

We are providing a 6-week healthy eating course for community leaders in collaboration with 
the Tallaght Lone Parents group. This course aims to train local women to become sources 
of information and support on diet and nutrition related issues, providing families with access 
to a local woman who can offer ready support advice and lessons in cooking skills. 
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 We offer a variety of seminars and lectures to staff in the South Dublin County Council 
throughout the year, including recently, talks and videos on cancer in men, and healthy 
eating sessions to promote low fat diets. 

The Council is interested in becoming a "health promoting workplace". The Health 
Promotion Department made a presentation on health promotion in the workplace to the 
council management team on April 27th, which was very well received. Areas of interest 
include: smoking cession, physical activity and healthy eating for staff. 

In collaboration with the County Council, we are developing information and news stories to 
promote physical activity for staff and tenant group in area. We have developed and will 
be placing regular feature articles on healthy living in the staff and tenant's newsletters. 

We provide a number of initiatives through the Tallaght Hospital, including recently, an audit 
of the catering facilities to promote healthy options for staff, and the provision of training for 
staff in the Hospital in the development of workplace programmes to promote a smoke 
free environment The Hospital catering department is participating in National Healthy Eating 
Week and is applying for the Irish Heart Foundation "Healthy Eating Award". The hospital is 
currently considering developing a "Sli na Slainte" walking route in the grounds. 

Our Board's staff in Community Care area 4 will be participating in an award programme 
aimed to increase levels of physical activity. 

We have provided a number of training sessions in stress management, facilitation skills, 
and motivational interviewing techniques to members of the Tallaght community drugs 
team, and staff in the Community Care Team. Training in motivational interviewing skills 
aims to develop the role of the professional in quit smoking. This training is also being 
offered to General Practitioners in Tallaght. 

We provide the Smokebusters Programme, which aims to reduce the uptake of smoking 
among children to thirteen schools in the Area. This programme is targeted at 7 and 11 
year olds and actively engages with parents in the area to promote smoking cessation. 

PHYSICAL DISABILITY SERVICES:

Cerebral Palsy Ireland's children's clinic at Tymon North, which provides early services 
for children with a range of disabilities, and services provided include Occupational, Physio 
and Speech and Language Therapy as well as a limited Psychology and Family Support 
services, is currently funded by our Board. While the clinic has been in operation since 
1994, agreement on funding arrangements were agreed between the Board and C.P.I. in 
1997. 

Day activation services, and associated services in the Tallaght area are provided 
through the Firhouse Day Activity Centre at Firhouse Shopping 
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Centre, managed by the Central Remedial Clinic. This centre was acquired and developed with capital 
assistance form our Board, an is run by the C.R.C. with ongoing revenue funding from our Community 
Services Programme since it opened in 1996. 

MENTAL HANDICAP SERVICES:

In the main, services to persons with a mental handicap in Tallaght are provided in the catchment area 
a s follows: 

St. John of Gods, Islandbridge, Dublin 8 Residential, Respite   Care,   Day   Care, Special 
Schooling, Home Support provided to persons from Tallaght. 

Menni Enterprises, Bluebell  Avenue                         
Inchicore, Dublin 8. 

Training   and    Sheltered   Employment provide to person from 
Tallaght  

Menni Enterprises, Parnell Road, Dublin 8. Training   and   Sheltered   Employment provided to persons from 
Tallaght 

Cheeverstown, Templeogue, Dublin 6w. Residential, Respite Care, Day Care and Special Schooling  
provided to persons from Tallagh 

Cheeverstown, 
Airton Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 

Training and Sheltered Employment 

 Tallaght ARCH Club, Village Green,Tallaght 
 ,Dublin 24. 

  After school service Summer Project Weekly Social Activities 

Tallaght Welfare Society, Main Street, Tallaght,  
Dublin 24. 

Family Support Services Support for after school services Summer 
Project 

Developments in 1995 -1999 

The main developments in the Tallaght Area have been the expansion of the after school services and 
summer projects. 

Community Services and Services for Children And Families: 

The following table sets out the staff numbers by grade deployed in Community Care Area 4, which includes 
Crumlin and Tallaght, and also the increase in staff between 1994 to 1999. 
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Staff Disciplines Nos. as at 31/12/94 Nos. as at 31/12/98 
Medical Staff VA TA 
Nursing Staff 46 54'/2
Social Work Staff 2VA 38'/2
Child Care Workers 4 5 
Dental Staff 40.6 42 
Occupational Therapists 2  41 
Speech and Language Therapists 6 7 
Physiotherapists 2 2 
Psychologist 1 1 
Addiction Counsellors 0 2 
Projects Staff 7 9 
Community Welfare Staff 20 20 
Administration/Clerical Staff 28 30 

Whilst some staff would be deployed full-time in services in Tallaght, others would provide 
services on a sessional basis. 

Eleven centres which provide services  in the Tallaght area are listed hereunder, together 
with services provided: 

Millbrook Lawn Health Centre 

• Social Work 
• Community Welfare Officers 
• Dental 
• Public Health Nurse Services 
• Occupational Therapy 
• Physiotherapy 
• Domiciliary District Care Unit 
• Methadone Clinic 
• Immunisation 
• Speech and Language Therapy 
• Developmental Clinics 
• Psychiatric Clinic 

Killinarden Health Centre 

• Customer Services/Information 
• G.P. Services 
• Public Health Nurse Service 
• Social Work Service 
• Occupational Therapy Service 

Brookfield Health Centre 

•    G.P. Services 
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• Customer Information Services 
• Public Health Nurse Services 
• Social Work Service 
• Speech and Language Service 

Rathminton 

• Public Health Nurse Service 
• Antenatal Care by the Coombe Hospital 
• Speech and Language Service 

Addiction Centre, Main Street, Tallaght, provides daily addiction counselling services 
for the immediate area. 

Tallaght Welfare Service provides day care facilities for the elderly and for mental 
handicap, and also delivers home help service to the Tallaght region. 

Family Resource Centre, Main Street, Tallaght, delivers services in the immediate 
area - i.e. counselling for parents, parenting programme, play therapy, and overall 
intervention with families at risk. 

Residential Project - Cushlawn Park - this is a residential placement project for six 
children under sixteen years of age. 

Firhouse Day Activity Centre is a specific day centre for physically disabled persons 
under sixty-five years of age. 

Knockmore House - this facility is currently being developed as a family resource 
centre within the Killinarden area. It is proposed to develop a residential unit there as is 
the case in Cushlawn Park. 

Counselling Services - LARAGH Counselling in the Eastern Health Board Counselling 
Service for adults who have been sexually abused in childhood. Clients living in the 
Tallaght area can attend the service in 66, Old Bawn Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24. This is 
one of the satellite bases of LARAGH, and three counsellors are working there. All 
counsellors are health care professionals with either a social work, psychology or 
nursing background with additional training in counselling psychotherapy. The services is 
open Monday to Friday from 9.00a.m. to 5.00p.m. 

Referrals to the service are accepted from clients themselves, their family doctor, social 
worker or psychiatrist All clients are requested to phone the service at the headquarters in 
Clontarf at 8 33 50 44 to confirm their interest in the service offered. Written referrals to the 
service are to be directed to the LARAGH Headquarters in 140, St Lawrence's Road, 
Clontarf, Dublin 3. However, clients from Tallaght/Clondalkin Area are always offered 
appointments in the Tallaght Centre. 
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Other Developments:

Over the last few years it is apparent from the staff figures that significant 
developments have taken place in the staff deployment overall. A particular feature 
has been the assignment of a Community Ward Team in the Tallaght area. In the last 
year the overall management of services in Area 4, in line with Board policy, has been 
re-organised with the appointment of a General Manager for the area. Since the 
appointment of the General Manager, significant progress has been made in re-
organising services to meet the specific needs of care groups. 

In the last year the two major primary care centres in Killinarden and Brookfield have 
been opened. The aim of both centres is that the total community needs of the 
population of those areas would be available at the primary care centres, where the 
general practitioners and our Board's community staff work as a multi-disciplinary 
team. 

A major new health centre is currently under construction in Jobstown. This centre is 
scheduled for completion in November. The centre will accommodate a wide range of 
services, including a general practitioner service. Core administrative staff from 
Crumlin will be assigned to the new centre in Jobstown to support the new services 
there and also to develop our Board's customer services in Jobstown. 

Plans have been agreed for the family resource centre on Main St., Tallaght, which, 
with the planned extension, will provide more services for families in crisis. This will 
work in conjunction with our new family resource centre which will be our new health 
centre in Kiltalawn. 

Our Board's staff in Tallaght are working with the Integrated Services Project in 
Jobstown. This project is progressing very well from our Board's point of view. 

The General Manager and his senior staff work very closely with South Dublin County 
Council, particularly in relation to their policy on estate management. 

Planning has been complete in the development of a primary care partnership with 
the general practitioners in Tallaght and Clondalkin and also with Tallaght Hospital. It 
is expected this service will be phased in the early Summer. 

Plans are at an advance stage to decentralise medical cards for the Tallaght area. 

Finally, plans are being developed to form closer links with the voluntary sector 
overall. 
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8. Cllr. Charlie O'Connor.

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer to update the Board on plans to continue to provide 
Drugs Treatment Services in the general Tallaght area". 

Reply 

The Board fully intends to locate a full addiction centre in Tallaght to service the greater 
Tallaght area. 

At present the Board is in the process of seeking a suitable location for mis centre. 

9. Cllr. Charlie O'Connor. 

'To ask the Chief Executive Officer to confirm the position regarding the transfer of services 
from St. Lomans to Tallaght Hospital and will he make a statement". 

Reply 

Our Board continues to make every effort to finalise this move at an early date. New 
proposals to try and break the deadlock have been communicated to the staff side and a 
meeting has been convened at the Labour Relations Commission for 10* May, 1999 to try 
to resolve outstanding issues. Our Board is also actively pursuing finalisation of the 
Service contract with Tallaght Hospital. It is expected that a speedy resolution can be 
found to all issues and the long awaited move to Tallaght can take place in the very near 
future. 

51/1999 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was approved by the Board:- 

1. Community Unit for Older Person. Beaumont Hospital.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 12th April, 1999 from 
Mr. Pat Lyons, Chief Executive, Beaumont Hospital which confirms Beaumont Hospital 
Board's agreement with our Board's proposal to proceed with an application for outline 
permission for a Community Unit for Older Persons at Beaumont Hospital. 

2. Grant for HP. Ireland

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 13th April, 1999 from 
the Department of Health and Children, requesting our Board to make arrangements to 
provide a grant of £4,000 to R.P. Ireland, 6 
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Belvedere Place, Dublin 1. Our Board's 1999 allocation will be adjusted accordingly. 

3. Task Force on the Eastern Regional Health Authority.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 14th April, 1999 
from the Department of Health and Children inviting me to become a member on the 
Task Force on the Eastern Regional Health Authority to replace Mr. P.J. Fitzpatrick. 

4. National Breast Screening Programme Board.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 16th April, 1999 from 
Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D., Minister for Health and Children, advising me of my appointment as a 
member of the National Breast Screening Programme Board.   The appointment is for a 
three year period ending 25th March, 2002. 

5. National Breast Screening Programme Report.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of the National Breast 
Screening Steering Committee first Annual Report together with copies of speeches delivered 
by Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D., Minister for Health and Children and Dr. S. Ryan, Chairperson of 
the Committee on the occasion of the launch of the report and programme logo. Statutory 
Instrument SI No. 319/1998, National Breast Screening Board (Establishment Order, 1998) 
is also enclosed. 

6. Central Pharmacy Premises - St. Marv ‘s   Hospital. Phoenix Park.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 16 April, 199 from 
the Department of Health and Children, advising of the approval of a once off capital grant 
of £20,000 in order to undertake upgrading work on the Central Pharmacy Building, St Mary's 
Hospital, Phoenix Park. 

7. Office for Health Management - Annual Report 1998.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of the Office for Health 
Management Annual Report for 1998. 

8. Closure of St. Michael's Hospital. Dun  Laoghaire.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 19th April, 1999 
from Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown County Council advising of resolutions passed at the 
council meeting on the 12th  April, 1999 in relation to the proposed closure of St Michael's 
Hospital. 
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9. National Council for Vocational Awards. 

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of correspondence dated 
21st April, 1999 informing our Board that our application to have the Training 
Programme for Home Care Attendants registered with the National Council for 
Vocational Awards has been successful. 

10. Research and Education Fund. 

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 
1st April, 1999 in which the Department of Health and Children announced details of 
the annual General Medical Services Scheme Research and Education Fund for 
which applications are invited on or before the 31st May, 1999. 

11. Statement from the Minister for Health and Children regarding the Cervical 
Screening Problem in the North Western Health Board

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 
14th April, 1999 in which the Minister for Health and Children, Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D., 
has requested as a matter of urgency a report from the health boards and voluntary 
hospitals on the use of the private laboratory concerned to report cervical smear 
tests in order to establish the extent of the problem and facilitate appropriate action in 
the identification of any abnormalities which may have been missed. 

12. Up-date regarding Cervical Screening.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 15 th 
April, 1999 in which the Minister for Health and Children, Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D., confirms 
mat no other health board or hospital other than the Norm Western Health Board, North 
Eastern Health Board and Beaumont Hospital used the laboratory concerned for cervical 
cytology. 

13. Partnership in the Health Service.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 14th 
April, 1999 announcing the launch by Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D., Minister for Health and 
Children of the Partnership Programme in the Health Services. The Minister stated that "this 
launch is a strong signal that we are entering a new phase in the management and delivery 
of our health services". 

14. Chairperson appointment to the Blood Transfusion Service Board

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 26th 
April, 1999 in which the Minister for Health and Children, Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D., 
announces the appointment of Dr. Patricia Barker, FCA, Associate Dean, Dublin City 
University Business School as the new Chairperson of the Blood Transfusion Service 
Board. 
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15.       Day Care Centre for Older People - Finglas.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 26th 
February, 1999 from the Department of Health and Children confirming the availability 
of a further capital grant of £480,000 towards the construction and equipping of the 
proposed Day Care Centre for the older people of Finglas. 

16. Dublin Fire Brigade Ambulance Service. 

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 28th April, 
1999 from the Department of Health and Children advising that £1.6 million will be 
made available to our Board on a once-off basis in final settlement of outstanding 
arrears due to Dublin Corporation in relation to the provision of ambulance services 
by Dublin Fire Brigade on behalf of the Eastern Health Board. 

17. Commission Directives 1999/21/EC and 1999/217/EC. 

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 28th April, 
1999 from the Department of Health and Children which I received together   with   
enclosures   of  Commission   Directives   1999/21/EC   and 1999/217/EC. 

18. North - South Corporation in Health.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 
4th May, 1999 advising of a meeting of the Minister for Health and Children, Mr. Brian 
Cowen, T.D. and his Northern Ireland counterpart, Mr. John McFall, M.P., Minister 
with responsibility for Health and Social Services. The Ministers reviewed progress in 
a number of areas in which cooperation arrangements are already established 
between their two departments; exchanged information on policy issues; and shared 
information on a number of other issues of mutual interest 

19. £25 million Anti-Drugs Allocation

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 
28* April, 1999 in which Mr. Chris Flood, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of 
Tourism, Sport and Recreation, announces the allocation of over £25 million to fund 
295 facility and services projects in the 13 Local Drug Task Force areas, of which 12 
are in Dublin, aimed at preventing young people at risk from becoming involved in 
drug misuse. 

20. Cllr. A Flaherty's motion - deferred from Special Board meeting on 29th 
March 1999.

I wish to advise members that Cllr. M. Flaherty's motion tabled for our Special Board 
meeting on 29th March, 1999, has been dealt with, on request, by way of 
correspondence to Cllr. Flaherty. 
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21.        Kosovan Refugees.

I know that members are already aware of and are deeply concerned about the large 
scale humanitarian tragedy facing the Kosovan people who have had to flee from 
their own country. 

I wish to advise members that the Refugee Agency has arranged accommodation in 
our Board's area for 150 Kosovan Refugees who will arrive in Dublin Airport on next 
Thursday, 13* May 1999. The Refugees will be accommodated by the Refugee 
Agency in the following locations. 

> 100 persons in the grounds of the Army Barracks in Kildare Town, 
who will be accommodated in mobile homes. These homes are 
being provided by the Office of Public Works. 

> 50 persons will also be accommodated in the former convent in 
Baltinglass, Co Wicklow. 

Our Board has been asked to provide the staff necessary to run the two centres and 
to provide medical, welfare and psychological support services for the Refugees. We 
have already arranged translators and we will be providing information leaflets in their 
own language to advise them about all the various services available and local 
information regarding transport, shopping, etc. 

The Refugee Agency, our Board and the two Local Authorities are making local 
arrangements to ensure that the needs of the Refugees in terms of food, clothing, etc 
are met and that local organisations will have an input into the care and management of 
the Refugee Centres. 

Announcements regarding the arrival of the Refugees will be made at religious ceremonies 
in the areas during the course of the weekend. 

22.        The National Healthy Eating Week. 

I wish to advise members that our National Healthy Eating Week will commence on 
Monday next, 10th May, 1999. In this regard I have circulated Math agenda papers for this 
meeting "Go for Low Fat be a Healthy Weight" -a health food magazine which has been 
produced by the Health Promotion Unit in the Department of Health and Children. 

National Healthy Eating Week is a national campaign and in response to same we have 
organised a comprehensive schedule of activities throughout our Board's area. We have 
also embarked on a joint campaign via Dublin Healthy Cities with some of the Local 
Authorities in the eastern region. 

In addition to mark this occasion our Board's Health Promotion Department have prepared a 
presentation basket of fruit for members to launch National Healthy Eating Week. 
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52/1999 
HOMELESSNESS IN THE EASTERN HEALTH BOARD - REPORT NO. 
11/1999. 

Following a powerpoint presentation by Mr. M. Gallagher, Programme Manager on Report No. 
11/1999 (copy filed with official minute) and discussion to which Deputy Briscoe, Deputy 
Callely, Dr. P. O'Connell, Dr. S. Barry, Cllr. J. Reilly, Cllr. C. Quinn, Cllr. G. Brady, Dr. M. 
Laffoy, Mr. G. McGuire and Cllr. M. Barrett contributed, and to which the Chief Executive 
Officer replied, it was agreed to adopt the report. 

53/1999 
WOMENS HEALTH INFORMATION BOOKLETS - REPORT NO. 12/1999. 

It was agreed to adopt Report No. 12/1999 which outlined details of three Womens Health 
Information Booklets which it is intended to circulate throughout our Board's region. 

54/1999 
PROGRESS REPORT FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

1.       Community Services and Services for Children and Families. 

On a proposal by Cllr. M. Barrett, seconded by Mr. G. McGuire, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) Report on the Dental Services. 
(b) Interim Report of Working Group on Home Help Service. 

2. Acute Hospitals and Services for the Elderly. 

On a proposal by Mr. G. McGuire, seconded by Deputy B. Briscoe, it was agreed to 
adopt the report The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) Major Capital Development Projects at Naas General Hospital and 
James Connolly Memorial Hospital. 

(b) Presentation regarding ' The International Year of Older Persons'. 
(c) Ambulance Services. 
(d) Minor casualty unit, Wicklow District Hospital. 

3. Health Promotion, Mental Health and Addiction and Social Development. 

On a proposal by Cllr. M. Barrett, seconded by Mr. G. McGuire, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) Visit to Newcastle Hospital. 
(b) Report on Social Development Policy. 
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4.        Services for Persons with Disabilities. 

On a proposal by Cllr. C. Quinn, seconded by Cllr. M. Barrett, it was agreed to adopt the report. 
The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) Report on Services for Persons with a Mental Handicap in Community Care area 6. 
(b) Report on Services for People with Physical and Sensory Disabilities in Community 

Care Area 6. 
(c) Progress Report for first quarter 1999 for Physical and Sensory Disabilities 

Services. 
(d) Progress Report for first quarter 1999 for Mental Handicap Contingency 

Fund and new day and residential places. 

55/1999 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

(i)       The motion in the name of Cllr. R Shortall, T.D. was not moved. 

(ii)      The motion in the name of Cllr. B. Coffey, Cllr. J.D. Byrne, Cllr. L. Butler and Mr. G. McGuire 
regarding St Michael's Private Hospital was noted. The Chief Executive Officer agreed to 
prepare a report for members. 

(iii)     The following motion was proposed by Mr. G. McGuire, seconded by Deputy 
Briscoe, and adopted. 

"That this Board seek to become actively involved in the Special Olympics to be held in 
Ireland in 2003, by staging some of the soccer tournaments. As St Ita's is the largest centre 
in the country dealing with people who have learning disabilities it would seem appropriate 
that this event be staged in Portrane. To this end it is proposed that we extend our 
involvement with Portrane Athletic F.C. who are currently developing football pitches in the 
area. This would dramatically advance our plans for the development of St. Ita's, should our 
application to stage these games be successful." 

56/1999 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Items of correspondence, as referred to in the Chief Executive Officer report were noted. 

The meeting concluded at 7.40 p.m. 

CORRECT: PAT MCLOUGHLIN 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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