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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in 

St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy 
on Thursday 2nd June, 1994 at 6:00 p.m 

Present 

Mr. P. Aspell  
Mrs. B. Bonar  
Cllr. I. Callely, TD.   
Dr. R Corcoran  
Cllr. T. Cullen  
Sen. J. Doyle  
Dr. D.I. Keane  
Mr. G. McGuire      
Cllr. D. O'Callaghan 
Cllr. C. O'Connor  
Cllr. J. Reilly  
Cllr. K.Ryan 

Cllr. M. Barrett 
Cllr. G. Brady 
Cllr. B. Coffey 
Cllr.A.Devttt  
Cllr. C. Gallagher     
Cllr. T. Keenan  
Cllr. O. Mitchell  
Cllr. Dr. W. O'Connell 
Dr. B. O’Herlihy  
Dr. J. Reilly  
Cllr. R. Shortall, T.D. 
Cllr.T. Ridge 

Apologies 
                                              Cllr. B.Durkan, T.D. 
                                                    Ms. M. Nealon 

In the Chair 

                                               Cllr.K.Farrell 

  

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K. J. Hickey. Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh. Programme Manager. Special Hospital Care 
Mr. P.J. Fitzpatrick. Programme Manager. Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien. A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Dr. B. ODonneD. Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. J. Cllrran A/Technical Services Officer 
Ms. M. McGahern. A/Finance Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor. Secretary 
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68/1994 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with:- 

♦ the family of Mr. Dick Byrne. Care Officer. Central Mental Hospital. Dundrum. 

♦ Ms. Eileen Crookes. Community Care Programme, on the death of her mother. 

♦ Mr. Harry Stammers. EHB Print on the death of his father. 

69/1994 CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:- 

1.        Annual Meeting oar Board 

With the members' agreement it is proposed that the annual meeting of our Board will 
be held on Thursday. 7th Jury. 1994 at 6pm. and that the monthly meeting will be 
held immediately following the annual meeting at 6.30pm (approx.). 

2.        TaDaght Hospital Board - Membership 

The term of office of two of our Board's nominees (Cllr. B. Briscoe. T.D. and Dr. Brian 
O’Herlihy) as members of the Tallaght Hospital Board will expire on 6th July. 1994. 

In accordance with the usual practice the nomination of four persons, from which the 
Minister shall appoint two to the Tallaght Hospital Board, will be on the agenda for the 
July meeting of our Board. 

70/1994 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 5TH MAY. 
1994. 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 5th May 1994, haying been circulated, 
were conflrmed on a proposal by Cllr. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. Ryan. 

71/1994 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Cllr. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. Gallagher. It was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged:- 

l.        Cllr. J. Connolly 

"What is the latest and up-to-date position in regard to the drug problem in Dublin and 
say what further actions are contemplated to eliminate the serious problem?" 



101 02/06/1994 

Reply: 

The Health Research Board Report for 1991 in relation to treated drug misuse shows 
that just over 2000 people received treatment for drug misuse in 1991. of whom 69% 
were currently injecting but only 20% were currently sharing needles. The estimated 
number who received treatment for the first time was 450. Seventy seven per cent of the 
clients were male and 95% were aged between 15 and 39 years. 

In most western European cities the ratio of those not in treatments to those in 
treatment Is of the order of 3 to l to 4 to l; so it is probable that there are over 5000 
injecting drug misusers in Dublin. 

In recent years our Board has accelerated the development of its programmes in 
relation to Drug Abuse and HIV/AIDS. 

There are three satellite clinics at which methadone maintenance programmes are 
available. Needle exchange programmes are available at these and other centres. The 
Souse Rehabilitation Programme has been completed by a second group of stable or 
ex-drug users, bringing the total who have gone through this programme to 28. 

Two Community Drug Teams are in operation. A dedicated Community Welfare 
service is also in operation. 

During 1994. it is planned to further develop our existing services for drug misusers. It 
is planned to open two more satellite clinics, one in the South inner city and the other 
in north west Dublin, and also to develop a third Community Drug Team. It is also 
envisaged that primary care for drug misusers win be more readily accessible 
throughout the city, including general practitioner care. Education programmes targeted 
at young people who might be at high risk will be intensified and services catering for 
vulnerable women will be also developed. 

2.      Cllr. C. O'Connor 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to state that he is taking every action to ensure that 
there is no delay in progressing plans for the construction of the proposed Health 
Centre m West Tallaght" 

Reply 

Following receipt of Department of Health approval to proceed with the planning and 
construction of a number of new health centres, including one at Fortunestown, West 
Tallaght, a review of the planning brief (Including schedule of accommodation 
operational policies etc.) was undertaken in consultation with local staff and officials in 
the Department of Health. Discussions are also being held with local general 
practitioners in relation to their interest/involvement in the new health centre. 

When the review of the planning brief has been completed the project will be further 
progressed with all possible speed. 

Reports in relation to progress in each of our Capital Development Projects will be 
brought on a regular basis to our Board through the Budget Working Group. 
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3. Cllr. C. O'Connor 

“To ask the Chief Executive Officer to confirm his plans to deal with the watting lists 
for orthodontic dental treatment in the South Dublin County Area including Clondalkin 
and Tallaght?" 

Reply: 

Our Board submitted a plan to the Department of Health some time ago for major 
Improvements in the orthodontic services. Associated with the submission of this 
proposal was a detailed review of all persons seeking orthodontic treatment so that a 
relevant up-to-date waiting list might be established. 

The Minister for Health has recently announced details of his Dental Health Action 
Plan to be implemented over the next four years. 

The resource requirements for our Board to enable us to make the necessary 
improvements in our secondary care orthodontic services have been the subject of 
recent discussions with officials in the Department of Health. Progress in this regard 
will be advised to the Community Care Programme Committee. 

4.        Cllr. C O’Connor 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer if he has had reports about serious problems with 
homelessness. particularly among young people in the general Tallaght area, if he 
has any response on the matter and tf he is considering seeking assistance for the 
Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit in the Priory which recently highlighted the problem in 
a special report "Out of the Gaff." 

Reply 

Our Board provides a service for homeless adults on behalf of the local authorities in 
our area. I have not had reports suggesting serious problems with homekasncss for 
adults or children in the general Tallaght area. The majority of homeless persons. 
Including homeless children, tend to present to services for the homeless in the city 
centre and some of these, no doubt, come originally from the Tallaght area. 

A copy of the report "Out of the Gaff prepared by the Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit 
is at present being studied by the Programme Manager Cormnuntty Care and his 
staff. It will also be discussed as appropriate with the local housing authority in 
relation to adults. Any matters requiring attention wfll be included in an ongoing 
review of existing services. 

Specifically In relation to children our Board has put in place, over the last number of 
years, a number of measures in the Tallaght area including 

* The provision of a community based Residential Unit for six boys. 

* The provision of a specific Social Worker to deal with problems relating 
to homeless children. 

* The provision of a Family Resource Centre in Tallaght. 
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Provision is also being made for further developments in our Child Care Services with 
the additional funding being provided in 1994. 

72/1994 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following Report which was noted and agreed 
subject to the comments recorded below:- 

"1.      Correspondence with Voluntary Health Insurance Board 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of our Board's letter 
dated 9th May 1994. requesting the Voluntary Health Insurance Board to give 
consideration to the making available of their Directory of Consultants at all ten of our 
Community Care offices and at our "One-Stop-Shop" in Dr. Steevens' Hospital, together 
with a copy of their reply advising that this matter will be brought to the attention of their 
Board at its next regular meeting to be held on the 9th June. 

2. Marriage Counselling Services 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of the letter dated 6th 
May. 1994 from the Department of Health advising that, following the announcement 
in the Budget Statement that responsibility for state funding of marriage guidance and 
counselling services rests with the Department of Equality and Law Reform, a sum of 
£750.000 has been made available to the Department of Equality and Law Reform for 
the funding of voluntary bodies in respect of marriage counselling services. The letter 
also indicates that our Board's non capital allocation for 1994 win be reduced by 
£114.200 Le. the amount paid by our Board in 1993 in respect of marriage counselling 
services. 

3. Commission on the Status of People with Disabilities 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of a Press Release 
Issued by the Department of Equality and Law Reform In relation to the nation-wide 
consultation process on the rights of people with a disability which Is taking place. The 
Commission has issued a letter of Invitation to the public inviting people with 
disabilities, and those concerned with disability issues, to send their ideas to the 
Commission before 31st August 1994. The Commission Is also arranging a series of 
listening meetings" at which people with disabilities, their families and friends and 
other interested groups and Individuals can make their views known. 

4.       Voluntary Health Insurance Board to grant cover for Anti-D recipients testing 
positive ior Hepatitis C 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of a Press Release 
issued on the 18th May 1994 by the Voluntary Health Insurance Board announcing 
that it had taken a decision to provide cover towards the cost of private hospital 
accommodation and consultants' charges from members who test positive for 
Hepatitis C antibodies arising from the National Blood Screening programme 
organised by the Blood Transfusion Service Board for women who received the anti-D 
Immunoglobulin product between 1970 and 1994. 
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The press release also refers to the Department of Health's agreement to continue to 
cover the costs of any drugs and medicines prescribed for those women for the 
treatment of their condition. 

5.        HIV/AIDS Statistics 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of a Press Release 
Issued by the Department of Health on 19th April. 1994 with the latest statistics on 
HIV/AIDS. 

The statistics show an increase of 4 new cases of AIDS since February 1994 and 3 
deaths from AIDS since that date. The total number of AIDS cases to date has risen to 
392 and the number of deaths from AIDS has risen to 195 (49.7% of the total). 

IV Drug users stffl account for the largest number of cases of AIDS (171 or 44%) while 
homosrnwte/bisexuals account for 129 cases (33%). 

A total of 83.135 tests have been undertaken by the Virus Reference Laboratory for 
HIV antibodies up to the end of March 1994 and 1.472 cases have tested positive (an 
increase of 7 cases since the end of February). 

The HIV Statistics show that IV drug abusers represent 50% of the total, homosexuals 
20% and heterosexuals 13%. 

6.        "Equality and the Health Services - the challenge to address the needs of 
Travellers" 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of an address made 
by the Minister for Health at the opening of the conference on "Equality and the Health 
Services - the challenge to address the needs at Travellers" on 19th May 1994. 

In his address the Minister referred to a number of initiatives set down in the Health 
Strategy in relation to Travellers' Health: - 

* The development, in consultation with travellers groups, of a health education 
programme aimed specifically at travellers. 

* The development of models of traveller participation in health promotion and 
prevention to ensure that health education programmes are delivered to 
maximum effect. 

* Ensuring that health boards make special arrangements to encourage and permit 
travellers to avail of primary care services, in particular G J*, services, dental care, 
ante and post natal care, family planning, child immunisations and, where 
appropriate, hospital based services. 

* Simplifying services under the GMS including eligibility, immunisation and general 
health records, to ensure better continuity of care from one health board to 
another. 

* Liaising closely with other relevant statutory and voluntary agencies providing 
services to travellers to ensure better targeting of services. 
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Members will be aware of the special initiatives taken by our Board to target 
services at the special needs of travellers. These are currently under review with 
a view to up-dating them in line with current needs and also with the 
requirements of the recently published Health Strategy. A full report on this 
review will be brought to our Board throughout the Community Care 
Committee in early course. 

7.        Dental Health Action Plan 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of a Press 
Release issued by the Minister for Health on 26th May. 1994 when he 
announced details of his Dental Health Action plan to be implemented over the 
next 4 years. I have also circulated this evening, for the information of 
members, copies of the Action Plan and the Minister's address at the launch of 
the plan. 

The Dental Action plan provides for, inter alia 

* The setting of oral health goals and the Improvement of oralhealth 
promotion and prevention programmes, including substantial capital 
investment in the national fluoridation programme. 

* A significant enhancement of the public dental services through a more 
clearly denned role for Health Board dentists, concentrating to a large 
extent on oral health care arid services for children. There will be a 
significant increase in manpower. 

* The extension of eligibility to children under 16 years of age. 

* The improvement of secondary care orthodontic services through the 
recruitment of additional consultant orthodontists and other staff 

* The expansion of hospital based oral surgery services through the 
recruitment of additional consultant oral surgeons and support staff. 

* The introduction of new arrangements for the provision of adult dental 
services with the participation of private dental practitioners. Health 
Board dentists will be entitled to participate in these arrangements. The 
provision of services for adults win be phased in on the basts of age 
cohorts commencing with the over 65's. 

* A programme commencing shortly to provide full dentures to medical card 
holders over 65 who require them. 

* An emergency service will be available to all medical card holders on 
demand. 

* A new Dublin Dental Hospital and Sohool 

The Revenue cost of the 1994 phase of the plan is estimated at £5.65m and the 
full year revenue costs, which will arise in 1998 and subsequent years, are 
estimated at £25.4m per annum. 

A fundamental objective, of the action plan is the achievement of health gain 
through the promotion of oral health and the prevention of disease through 
preventive and screening programmes. This is in line with the recently 
published National Health Strategy. The plan will be implemented through the 
Health Board Dental Service. The Department of Health is currently assessing 
with each health board the resources required to implement the plan over each 
of the four years. 
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Primary care treatment will be improved and extended to children under 16 years of age. This 
extension will result in an additional approximately 80.000 children being eligible for services 
in our Board's area. Primary care services win be developed with a strong emphasis on 
preventive measures and oral health education. Eligibility for children under 16 years will be 
phased in during the course of the Programme for a Partnership Government. 

Orthodontic Services will be further developed and members will be aware that our Board 
earlier this year submitted proposals to the Department of Health for very major improvements 
in our Orthodontic Services. These proposals will form part of the discussions between 
ourselves and the Department of Health in relation to the resources required to implement the 
dental plan. 

A comprehensive review of our Board's dental services took place in 1989, following which 
our Board adopted a number of policies relating to preventive and treatment services for 
children and treatment services for adults which were put into operation on a pilot basis in 
certain areas. 

We are at present reviewing and updating our Board's policies and plans for dental services in the 
light of the plan announced by the Minister and of the National Health Strategy. We are 
quantifying the additional resources, (both revenue and capital) that will be required to implement 
the plan. As soon as our proposals have been finalised and arrangements agreed with the 
Department of Health for the phased implementation of the dental plan. I will report further to 
the Board. 

8.      Health Services News 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of two recent issues of "Health Services 
News" which is published by the Institute of Public Administration: - 

(i)        Special Health Strategy issue 

(ii)      Their 21st issue, dedicated to "Good Practices in Mental Health" 

9.      Naas Hospital Review Group 

I wish to advise members that, arising from the discussion at last month's Board meeting, together with 
the Programme Manager. General Hospital Care. I met with the Kildare members of our Board on Friday 
last, 27th May 1994. and brought them up to date on developments in the proceedings of the Naas 
Hospital Review Group. 

Following a meeting of the Review Group earlier today, I am pleased to report that substantial agreement 
has been reached on the functional content of the proposed Naas Hospital development. This will now 
be the subject of a submission seeking the formal approval of the Minister for Health. This matter will 
be pursued immediately with the. Department of Health and progress will be reported on a regular 
basis to the General Hospital Care Programme Committee. 
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Necrotising Fasciitis 

I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of a 
letter dated 30th May 1994 from the Chief Medical Officer in the Department 
of Health with which he enclosed an information sheet regarding the condition. 
"Necrotising Fasciitis". 

Having regard to the Chief Medical Officer's request that all cases of serious 
invasive forms of Group A Streptococcus infection should be notified to him. 
Arrangements have been made to circulate copies of his letter and enclosure to 
all general practitioners in our Board's area. 

Income Guidelines for Medical Card eligibility 

I have circulated this evening for the infonnation of members copies of 
Department of Health letter dated Slat May. 1994, enclosing an taformatton 
note on medical card eligibility which has been updated to take account of 
recent changes agreed between the Department of Health and the Chief 
Executive Officer's of the Health Boards. 

The "Back to Work Allowance" has been added to the list of excluded income 
and the section dealing with schemes for long-term unemployed has been 
amended to take account of the Programme for Competitiveness and Work and 
the extension of the retention period to two years. 

The document also clarifies that the reference to doubling of the allowance for 
children in full-time education refers to third-level education. 

Increase in Boarding-Out Allowances 

I have circulated this evening for the information of members copies of letter 
dated 31st May. 1994 from the Department of Health advising that the 
standard rate of allowance payable in respect of children boarded out by 
Health Boards will Increase by 3% to £43.10 per child per week with affect 
form week commencing 25th July. 1994. 

The special foster care allowance payable to children over 16 years of age will 
be increased from £51.80 to £53.40 per child per week from the same date. 

Transport arrangements for people with disabilities 

I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of letter 
dated 27th May 1994. from the Department of Health referring to the provision 
in the 1994 Budget for £100.000 to assist voluntary organisations to improve 
transport arrangements for people with disabilities. 

Following discussions between the Departments of Health and Law Reform, it 
has been agreed that funding for voluntary organisations would be made 
available through the Health Boards, targeted, in particular, towards rural 
areas. 

The allocation for our Board is £10.000". 
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Cllr Reilly, Dr. Corcoran and Mr. Aspell welcomed the announcement regarding the 
agreement on the functional content of the proposed Naas Hospital Development and 
thanked the Chief Executive Officer and Programme Manager. General Hospital Care, 
for their help in bringing the work of the Naas Hospital Review Group to a speedy and 
satisfactory conclusion. 

Dr. Keane welcomed the Dental Health Action Plan which, in his view, included very 
concrete proposals for service developments. 

73/1904 ___  
TEMPORARY BORROWING. 

The following Report No. 16/1994 from the Chief Executive Officer was 
suhmitted:- 

The approval of the Board is requested to borrowing by way of overdraft during the 
period ending on 30th September,1994 to a maximum of £8.2 million. This is the 
same figure as that approved for the quarter ending 30th June. 1994." 

On a proposal by Cllr. Reilry, seconded by Cllr. Barrett, it was agreed to adopt 
the proposal contained in the Report 

74/1994 
INTEGRATED POLLUTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL 

The following Report No. 19/1994 from the Chief Executive Officer was 
submltted:- 

The Department of the Environment has advised our Board that the under mentioned 
Orders and Regulations have been made under the Environmental Protection Agency 
Act 1992 and the European Communities Act. 1972: - 

(a) Environmental Protection Agency Act. 1992 (Commencement) Order. 1994 

(b) Environmental Protection Agency Act. 1992 (Established Activities) Order. 
1994 

(c) European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Amendment) 
Regulations. 1994 

(d) Environmental Protection Agency (Licensing) Regulations. 1994 

These statutory instruments make provision for the introduction by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, on a phased basis, of a system of integrated pollution prevention 
and control for scheduled activities. 

The Licensing Regulations referred to at (d) above provide for the commencement of 
licensing with effect from 16th May. 1994 of new activities in the following eight 
categories: - 

• Minerals and other materials 
• Energy 
• Mineral fibres and glass 
• Chemicals 
• Food and drink 
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• Wood. Paper. Textiles and Leather 
• Cement 
• Waste 

It will be an offence for any person to commence a new operation under any one of the 
above sectors after 16th May. 1994 without an Integrated Pollution Control (.) 
Licence. 

In addition, existing large scale pharmaceutical industries (over 200 employees) and all 
hazardous waste incinerators will be subject to. Licensing from 1 September. -1994. 
Smaller pharmaceutical industries (over 100 employees) win be licensable by the 
Environment Protection Agency from 1 January. 1995. 

A summary of the Integrated Pollution Control Licensing procedures which has been 
prepared by the Environmental Protection Agency, is attached for the information of 
members. 

While the major interface with the Environmental Protection Agency in these matters 
will be from the local authorities, our Board win have an indirect Involvement through 
our Public Health Medicine and Environmental Health Officer staffs in their role as 
advisers to the local planning and sanitary authorities on issues on pollution control. 
Having regard to this involvement and to the Department of the Environment 
statement that "close co-operation between local authorities (especially in their 
planning and sanitary capacities) and the Environmental Protection Agency will be 
essential to the efficient functioning of the licensing system" arrangements have been 
made to make appropriate members of our Board's staff aware of the provisions of the 
statutory instruments referred to above and to have this matter listed for further 
discussion by the Community Care Programme Committee. Among the matters that 
might be considered by the Committee is the question of whether it may be advisable 
or necessary in particular situations for our Board, as a Public Health Authority, to 
express our views or concerns directly to the Environmental Protection Agency." 

It was agreed to note the Report and to refer it to the Community Care 
Programme Committee for farther consideration. 

75/1994 
DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT CARNEGIE BUILDING. LORD EDWARD STREET. 
DUBLIN 3 

The following Report No. 20/1994 from the Chief Executive Officer was 
suhmitted:- 

"Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 83 of the Local Government Act. 1946. 
that it is proposed to dispose of the properly described below which is no longer 
required for the purpose of the powers and duties of our Board. 

Statutory Information 

1. Site (c. 0.125 acres) including rear portion of Carnegie Building at Lord 
Edward Street Dublin 2. 

2. The said property was transferred to our Board by the Dublin Health Authority. 

3. It is proposed to dispose of the property to Bolton Enterprises Ltd. 

4. The consideration in respect of the disposal is the carrying out by Bolton 
Enterprises Ltd. of extensive refurbishment works to the Carnegie Building to 
the value of at least £210.000 
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At a meeting of our Board to be held after the expiration of ten clear days from the 
date of the sending of this Notice, our Board may resolve as follows:- 

[a] That the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the terms specified in 
the resolution, or 

[b] That the disposal shall not be carried out 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the 
terms specified in the resolution, the disposal may. with the consent of the Minister 
for Health, be carried out in accordance with those terms. 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall not be carried out. then the disposal shall 
not be carried out 

If our Board does not pass a resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the 
Minister, be carried out. 

On a proposal by Cllr. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. Barrett, It was agreed to adopt 
the proposal contained in the Report. 

76/1994 
PROGRESS REPORTS PROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1.        Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposed, by Cllr. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. Mitchell, it was agreed 
to adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report- 

[a]       Comhahie an nOspideal approved for the filling of a Consultant 
Psychiatrist post in area 7. and three Consultant Child Psychiatrist 
posts  

[b]       The Royal College of Psychiatry examinations - part 1 Psychiatry  
[c]       Provision of high support hostel in the St. Loman's Hospital 

Id]       Provision of Mental Health Centre at Bauyfermot 
[e]       Satisfactory report firom Assistant Inspector of Mental Hospitals on 

incident in Ringsend (February 1994)  
[f]       Allocation of funds for services for mentally handicapped persons 
Ig]       Presentation on services being provided at Cheeverstown House. 

Cllr. Reilly complimented the management of Cheeverstown House on the 
excellent services being provided and suggested that a letter should be sent to the 
Chief Executive Officer thanking him for facilitating the May meeting of the 
Programme Committee meeting there. 

2.        General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Deputy Callely, seconded by  Cllr. Reilly, it was agreed 
to adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report- 
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[a] Interviews for two Consultant Anaesthetist posts structured between St 
Cotumcille's and St Vincent's Hospitals. 

[b] General Practitioner access to laboratory services at St Columcille's 
Hospital 

[cl       Naas Hospital Review Group - progress report 
[d]       Unveiling of plaque at St Vincent's Hospital, Athy, to commemorate 
             the 150th Anniversary of the opening of the Workhouse there in 

1844.  
 [e]       Extension of Cardiac ambulance services to counties Kildare and 

Wicklow from July 1994.   
 [f]       Further intake of casualties from Bosnia into Cherry Orchard 

Hospital on 11th May. 1994.  
 [g]       Report on services in St Mary's Hospital. Chapelizod. 

3.        Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dr. O’Donnell seconded by Mrs. Bonar, it was agreed 
to adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:- 

[a]       Programme Manager's briefing regarding national dispute involving 
public health doctors; fbl       Perinatal statistics. 1990 Id       Meeting 

between representatives of our Board and Reach (Ireland) Ltd 
[d] Report on Back to School Clothing and Footwear scheme 
[e] Happy Heart National Survey - Report on health behaviour in Ireland 

Members expressed their support for the establishment of a national 
register of children with birth defects and for the research into the 
Causes of such birth defects 

77/1994 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1.       The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Tipping and seconded by Cllr. 
O'Connor: 

"That Una Board requests that the Chief Executive Officer bring forward a 
report on the progress of the study into the restructuring of the various 
Community Care areas of the Eastern Health Board. This Report should reflect 
the many demographic changes that have taken place in the areas involved 
since the present structure was set up and suggestions as to how these changes 
could be better reflected by new structures within the Board's administration 
areas.1' 

Cllr. Tipping and O'Connor referred to the population growth which has taken 
place in a number of our Board's Community Care areas (eg. in Tallaght. 
Clondalkln and In Blanchardstown) since they were established and suggested 
that their boundaries might be reviewed in the light of the demographic 
changes which have occurred. 

The Chief Executive Officer informed members that our Board, following 
consideration of its organisational structures in 1969. had agreed in principle to 
replace the existing Community Care area and programme structure by a small 
number of operational areas, which in turn would be sub-divided into a number 
of localities. This was overtaken by the Government decision of 1991 in 
relation to the proposed reorganisation of services in our Board's area which 
accepted the recommendations in the Report of the Dublin Hospital Initiative 
Group in relation to the introduction of the concept of geographic management 
based on five operational areas, related to the catchment 
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areas of the major hospitals. The Health Strategy recently announced by the 
Minister for Health has re-affirmed that the new health authority proposed for the 
Eastern Health Board area will operate through a number of management 
areas. 

With regard to Cllr. Tipping's and Cllr. O'Connor's particular interest in 
developments in the Tallaght area the Chief Executive Officer said that he 
would be pleased to maintain dialogue with the local members in relation to 
developments proposed for the area. He outlined some off the planning work 
currently in train relating to Tallaght and Clondalkin areas and confirmed that 
Tallaght is one of the areas under consideration for a local admlnlstiative base. 

2.        The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Tipping and seconded by Cllr. 
O'Connor: 

That the practice of placing families from the outer suburbs of Dublin into Bed & 
Breakfast accommodation in the City Centre be reviewed, taking into account the 
availability of similar accommmodation to the applicants own area." 

Following a discussion to which Cllrs. Tipping. O'Connor. Coffey and Ridge 
and Deputy Shorten contributed Mr. P.J. Fitzpatrick. Programme Manager, 
Community Care service, informed the members that the provision of 
accommodation for adults was the responsibility of the local housing 
authorities, while the provision off accommodation for persons up to the age 
of 18 years was the statutory responsibility of the health boards under the 
Child Care Act. 1991. It was our Board's policy to have children who are out t 
of their own homes located in alternative accommodation in their own 
locality, where possible. Bed and Breakfast accommodation, which is only 
availed of in emergency situations for short durations, has, traditionally, been 
made available in City Centre locations. Proposals in relation to its relocation 
to suburban areas would involve discussions with the local authorities. At the 
present time he is in discussion with Social Work Managers and appropriate 
voluntary organisations with a view to making arrangements, which would 
reduce our reliance on Bed and Breakfast 

3.       The following motion was proposed by Cllrs. Cullen, Connolly and Ryan, 
Deputy Shortall, and Mr. McGuire and agreed: 

That this Board congratulates the Minister for Health. Mr. Howlin. and the 
Government, for the greatly improved funding of the health services with 
particular reference to dealing with the waiting lists, mental handicap and the 
Tallaght Hospital go ahead." 

4.       The following motion was proposed by Dr. Reilly and seconded by Cllr. 
Farrell: 

That this Board enter into immediate negotiations with Dublin Bus. with a view 
to providing a bus service from the North County, to include 
Balbriggan/Skerrles/Rush/Lusk/Donabate and Swords, to Beaumont Hospital 
and a return." 

Following a discussion to which Dr. Reilly. Cllr. Barrett, Cllr. Devitt, Cllr. 
Ridge and the Chairman contributed. Mr. O'Brien. Programme Manager, 
General Hospital Care, informed members regarding discussions taking place 
between officials of our Board and of Beaumont 
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Hospital with representatives of Dublin Bus in relation to the possible 
provision of a bus service from North County Dublin to Beaumont Hospital. 
Members noted that this matter will be followed up with Dublin Bus and 
agreed that arrangements should be made for the three members from Fingal 
County Council to meet with a deputation from Dublin Bus at Dr. Steevens' 
Hospital to discuss the matter further. 

5.        The following motion was proposed by Dr. Reilly and seconded by Cllr. 
Farrell:- 

That this Board undertake to provide a minibus service for the North County of 
Dublin to the two main hospitals of referral i.e. Beaumont and the Mater, in 
order to reduce the ever increasing taxi bill" 

Mr. O'Brien, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care, informed the 
members that the feasibility of dedicating a mini bus for the transport of 
patients from North County Dublin to Beaumont and the Mater Hospitals was 
currently being studied. 

In noting the motion, members agreed to await a report on the outcome of the 
study which would be presented to the General Hospital Care Programme 
Committee. 

6. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Farrell and seconded by Deputy 
Shortall:- 

That this Board recommends to the Minister for Health that a national Breast 
Screening Programme be introduced and that the Chief Executive Officer give 
a detailed report on progress in the pilot scheme for mammography screening." 

Members agreed to recommend to the Minister for Health that a national Breast 
Screening Programme be introduced, and noted the Chief Executive Officer's 
report on progress in the pilot scheme for mammography screening, which has 
been circulated at the meeting. 

7 & 8 The Motions in the name of Deputy Durkan regarding the deployment of 
cardiac ambulances and the possible extension of Leixlip Health Centre 
were, at his request, deferred to the July meeting of our Board. 

78/1994 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Items of correspondence as referred to in the Chief Executive Officer's Report 
were noted. 

The meeting concluded at 7.15 p.m. 

CORRECT:      K. J. HICKEY 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

CHAIRMAN 




