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43 15/04/1991 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes off Proceeding of Special Meeting 
held on 

Monday. 15th April. 1991 at 6.00 p.m. 
In 

The Boardroom. St. Mary’s Hospital. Chapelizod. Dublin 20 

Present 

Sen. O. Bennett Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. B. Briscoe. T.D. Cllr. L Callely. T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne Cllr. P. Dunne 
Cllr. M. Gannon Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. W. J. Harvey Dr. R. Hawkins 
Cllr. P. Hickey Cllr. F. Hynes 
Dr. D. I. Keane Cllr. T. Keenan 
Dr. P. McCarthy Mr. G. McGuire 
Cllr. C. Murphy Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. J. O’Boyle Dr. B. O’Herlihy 
Cllr. J. Reilly  

Apologies 

Cllr. B. J. Durkan. T.D., Prof. J. McCormick 

In the Chair 

Cllr. I. Callely. T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K. J. Hickcy, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O’Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Mr. M. O’Connor, Secretary 
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44/1991 
CLLR. AUSTIN F. GROOME [DECEASED] 

The Chairman said that he had convened the special meeting of our Board to facilitate members in 
paying their tributes to our late esteemed member and former Chairman. Cllr. Austin Groome, whose 
sudden and untimely death had occured on Tuesday 9th April. 1991 in Naas General Hospital and to 
pass a vote of sympathy with Mrs. Groome and her family. 

Cllr. Groome, who was a native of Broadford. Co. Kildare. was born in 1938 and elected to Kildare 
County Council in 1974. He held the office of Chairman of the County Council from 1978 to 1979. He 
had been appointed as a member of our Board in 1974, was Chairman of the Special Hospital Care 
Programme Committee from 1985 to 1988. Vice-Chairman of our Board from 1986 to 1988 and 
Chairman of our Board from 1988 to 1990. He had served as a member of our Board’s Budget Working 
Group and Committee on Headquarters Accommodation. He had represented our Board on the Meath 
Hospital Board, of which he had the honour to be Chairman, St. James’s Hospital Board. Tallaght 
Hospital Board. The Association of Health Boards in Ireland and the Irish Public Bodies Mutual 
Insurances Ltd. He had worked closely with Cllr. Groome during the past two years and found him 
very helpful when he had taken over from him as Chairman in July. 1990. The Chairman said, in 
conclusion, that he knew that all present would join with him in expressing sympathy to Councillor 
Groome’s wife. Margaret, his sons. Terry, Austin, Eamonn and Conor and his daughters, Pearl and 
Patricia. 

Cllr. P. Hickey said that he had known Cllr. Groome for the 17 years of his membership of our Board 
and that he had rendered excellent service, not just to the people of County Kildare, but across all our 
Board’s area. He had been an excellent Chairman and worked tirelessly in spite of his illness. The 
attendance of so many Board members and members of the staff at his funeral was an indication of 
the esteem in which he was held. He concluded with the prayer “Ar dheis de go raibh a anam”. 

Cllr. J. Reilly said that he had been a close neighbour of Cllr. Groome and that he was a very 
committed family man who had worked hard in difficult times. He had always been to the forefront in 
community affairs and he had never encountered anything unfair in him in his political dealings. He 
offered his sincere sympathy to Mrs. Groome and her family. 

Cllr. M. Gannon described Cllr. Groome as an outstanding public representative who was quiet, 
constructive, cogent and clear in his contributions in our Boardroom and in other places where he 
represented our Board. 

Cllr. F. Hynes said that he had known Cllr. Groome for 14 years and had always found him very 
sincere in his interest in the poor and the sick. He was aware of his difficult task as Chairman of the 
Meath Hospital Board and referred to the fact that only at the last meeting of that Board he had 
appointed a special committee to help and advise him in relation to the planning for the future of the 
hospital 

Cllr. W. Harvey said that he had got to know Cllr. Groome very well in the past 6 years and that he had 
been devastated with the news of his sudden death. He had been proud to propose him for election as 
Chairman of the Meath Hospital Board on two occasions and he was always impressed withhis hard 
work on behalf of his constituents. He offered his sincere sympathy to his wife and family. 

Dr. P. McCarthy, in associating himself with the sentiments expressed, stated that he had served for 4 
years with Cllr. Groome on the Executive of The Association of Health Boards in Ireland. He referred 
to Cllr. Groome's great interest in local 
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government and his work aimed at the restoration of power to the local authorities. He expressed his 
sincere sympathy to Mrs. Groome and her family. 

Dr. D. Keane said that he had known Cllr. Groome for 8 years as a member of our Board and that he 
had always found him kind, shrewd, concerned and a man of integrity. He found him totally objective 
and always capable of giving sound advice. 

Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn said that it was a privilege to have known Cllr. Groome and referred to his 
contribution to the development of the health services in his capacity as a member of our Board. She 
described him as a man of absolute integrity whose passing would leave all of us slightly diminished. 

Cllr. T. Keenan said that he always found Cllr. Groome very helpful and kind and referred to his 
tireless work on behalf of his constituents which, he felt, had been an inspiration to all the members. 

Cllr. M. Carroll said that he had known Cllr. Groome for the past 21 years and that he had worked 
tirelessly in that period on behalf of those he represented. 

Dr. B. O’Herlihy said that it was an honour for him to have known Cllr. Groome whom he always found 
to be a shrewd observer at meetings of our Board and its committees. He had been very impressed 
with his Interest In the development of health services in Co. Kildare and in the planning and 
development of Naas General Hospital. He would be sadly missed at our meetings. 

Cllr. C. Murphy described the meeting as a very sad occasion and said that Cllr. Groome had worked 
quietly during his years as a member of our Board for all the people in the Eastern Health Board area. 
In that time he had always been trying to develop services. 

Dr. J. O’Boyle said that he had first met Cllr. Groome on the Special Hospital Care Programme 
Committee and that he was impressed with his acute business sense and good judgement. He had 
noticed his great interest in all the events taking place in the psychiatric service and he could only 
admire him for the courage which he had shown in continuing his work with unselfish dedication. 

Mrs. B. Bonar said she was very glad that the meeting had been arranged to facilitate the members in 
paying a tribute to Cllr. Groome whom she had been very pleased to support for his second term as 
Chairman of our Board. 

Dr. R. Hawkins said he was thankful for the opportunity to honour Cllr. Groome who had made him 
feel at ease from his first day as a member of the Health Board. He would be sadly missed by our 
Board. 

Cllr. Dillon Byrne described Cllr. Groome as a shrewd observer of the political scene who had enjoyed 
life and who always had a smile. He would be sadly missed by her. 

Ms. M. Nealon described Cllr. Groome as humble, genuine and very supportive. She had always been 
Impressed by his commitment to his work as a member of the health board. His death would be a 
great loss to our Board. She expressed her sympathy to Mrs. Groome and her family. 

Mr. G. McGuire said that he had known Cllr. Groome before he became a member of the health board 
and had always found him kind, courteous and considerate. He expressed his sincere sympathy to 
Mrs. Groome and her family. 

Deputy B. Briscoe said that it had been a great experience for him to have known Cllr. Groome whom 
he described as a very special character in public life, who would be remembered for a long time. 
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Cllr. P. Dunne, in associating himself with the previous remarks, felt that Cllr. Groome was at his best 
in the middle of controversy and said that he had been a great Chairman of the Special Hospital Care 
Programme Committee. He felt that members should remember, in particular, the kindness which had 
always been shown by Cllr. Groome. 

Mr. M. Walsh. Programme Manager. Special Hospital Care said that he had first met Cllr. Groome 6 
years ago and paid tribute to the way in which he had taken the Special Hospital Care Programme 
Committee through the trying years from 1985 to 1988. He was sorry that Cllr. Groome would not be 
with us to see the full development of the the psychiatric services in Co. Kildare in which he had a 
special interest. He said that Cllr. Groome was near and dear to all staff in the Special Hospital Care 
Programme who had lost a great friend. 

Mr. K. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer said that, on behalf of his management colleagues and of all of 
our Board’s staff, he wished to join in the tributes to Cllr. Groome and in the expression of sympathy 
to his wife and family. He felt that in Cllr. Groome’s passing Board members and staff alike had 
together experienced a common loss. During 1988 to 1990 he got to know Cllr. Groome particularly 
well when he had the opportunity or working closely with him during his two year period as Chairman 
of our Board. He had also worked closely with him on a number of other bodies, such as the Meath 
Hospital Board, the Kennedy Committee and the Cheeverstown Committee. He described him as 
having a quiet, calm disposition, a very human person who didnt let poor health dampen his love for 
life - In fact he had shown remarkable courage in facing the reality of his medical condition which he 
made light. He would be missed in Co. Kildare but his standing and the quality of his representation of 
the Eastern Health Board In the wider health and political arena in Dublin should not be 
underestimated. 

The Chief Executive Officer concluded by saying that all the management and staff of the Eastern 
Health Board wished to be associated with the expression of sympathy to Mrs. Groome and her 
family. 

A number of speakers noted that a measure of the esteem m which Cllr. Groome was held was the 
large and representative attendance at his funeral which Included the Taoiseach’s representative, the 
Minister for Health, the Secretary of the Department of Health, members of the Oireachtas, members of 
the Eastern Health Board, members of Kildare County Council and of the Association of Health 
Boards in Ireland. 

On the proposal of the Chairman, members passed a unanimous vote of sympathy with Mrs. Groome 
and her family and observed a minute’s silence as a mark of respect. 

The meeting concluded at 7:15 p.m. 

Correct: K. J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 


