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127 13 /12 /1990 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on 

Thursday 13th December, 1990 at 6.00 p.m. 

Present 

Mrs. B. Bonar Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. I. Callely. T.D. Cllr. M. Carroll 
Dr. R. Corcoran Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne Cllr. P. Dunne 
Ald. A. FitzGerald Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A. Glenn Cllr. A. Groome 
Cllr. W.J. Harvey Dr. R Hawkins 
Cllr. P. Hickey Cllr. F. Hynes 
Dr. D.I. Keane Cllr. T. Keenan 
Mr. G. McGuire Cllr. C. Murphy 
Ms. M. Nealon Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy Cllr. J. Reilly 
Cllr. R Roche. T.D. 

Apologies 

Prof. J .S. Doyle. Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D., Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 
Cllr. C.Flood, T.D., Prof. J. McCormick 

In the Chair 

Cllr. P. Dunne 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey. Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Ms. M. McGahern, A/Finance Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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113/1990 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with the following:-

1. Margaret Dixon, Clerk Typist, Aras Daimhin, Jones ' s Road, on the dea th of 
he r father. 

2. The family of Mrs. Navaneth Reilly, Registered Psychiatric Nurse, St. Ita 's 
Hospital , Por t rane . 

3. The family of Thomas Payne, Storeman, St. Brendan 's Hospital. 

114/1990 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by t h e Board:-

1 . Meet ing with Minis ter for Heal th 
The C h a i r m e n a n d Chief Executive Officers of the Health Boards were 
invited to a meet ing with the Minister for Health on 27 th November, 1990. 
The purpose of the meeting was to d iscuss the current financial position and 
the prospects for 1991. 

The Minister referred to the additional funds obtained for the heal th services in 
1990, including special al locations for t he effects of the flu epidemic a n d for 
services for t he elderly, the mental ly handicapped and for dental services. He 
apprec ia ted t h a t , despi te t h i s , hea l th b o a r d s were experiencing con t inu ing 
funding difficulties. He referred to t h e se r ious c o n s t r a i n t s on t h e na t iona l 
f inances a n d t he level of Government borrowing which required tha t over runs on 
the cur ren t financial allocations to heal th boards m u s t be avoided th is year. Such 
overruns would be a first charge on next year 's allocations. 

In relat ion to 1991 t he Minister outl ined the implications arising from the 
knock-on effect of pay increases which will have to be met during the coming 
year . 

Health Board representat ives gave details of difficulties being experienced in 
a n u m b e r of a r ea s including increasing d e m a n d s on open-ended s t a tu to ry 
s c h e m e s (e.g. t he d rugs refund scheme) a n d cur ren t ca sh flow difficulties. 
Reference was also m a d e to the continuing higher levels of demand on acu te 
hospital services over a n d above 1989 levels, and also to the escalat ing cost 
of referrals for medical t r ea tment overseas. 

In response , the Minister indicated tha t he appreciated the problems ra ised 
a n d he thanked the heal th boards for the successful m a n n e r in which they 
h a d managed thei r affairs and Continued to provide a high level of services 
despite the constra ints of recent years. He acknowledged that s teps needed to 
be t aken to redress the cash-flow problem referred to and, in relation to our 
Board 's area , he acknowledged tha t the growing problem of AIDS m u s t be 
addressed. . He also indicated tha t cur ren t policy is to cont inue the initiative 
of earmarked funding for special categories of need such as the elderly, t he 
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mentally handicapped, and for dental services which had been commenced 
in 1990 as he was satisfied that this was an effective approach to these 
problems. 

Finally, the Minister indicated that the Book of Estimates for 1991 was 
nearing publication and that, following this, he proposed to meet the 
Chairmen and Chief Executive Officers of the health boards again before 
Christmas in connection with the financial allocations for 1991. In the 
meantime further discussions would take place at officer level. 

The further meeting between the Minister and the Chairmen and Chief 
Executive Officers of the health boards in connection with the financial 
allocation for 1991 has now been set for Tuesday 18th December, 1990. This 
will be the subject of a further report to the January 1991 meeting of our 
Board. 

2 January Board Meeting 

With the members' agreement it is proposed to hold the January meeting of 
our Board on Thursday 10th January, 1991. 

The January meeting of the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 
will be held on Wednesday 16th January, 1991 at 11 a.m. in the Child and 
Family Psychiatric Centre at Ballyfermot. 

3 December Meeting of the General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

I wish to remind members that the December meeting of the General 
Hospital Care Programme Committee will be held on Friday, 21 December 
1990 at 11.00 a.m. in St. Columcille's Hospital, Loughlinstown." 

115/1990 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 23RD 
OCTOBER, 1990 AND OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 1ST NOVEMBER, 1990 

The minutes of the special meeting held on 23rd October, 1990 and of the monthly 
meeting held on 1st November, 1990, having been circulated, were confirmed on a 
proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. CarrolL 

116/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Mrs. Bonar, seconded by Cllr. Carroll, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 

1. Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 

"Could the Chief Executive Officer inform the Board as to how many 
assessments of families regarding suitability for adoption of Romanian 
children were carried out by the Adoption Society aligned with this Health 
Board?" 
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Reply 

It is the practice in our Board and its associated registered Adoption Society 
to a s s e s s families as to their suitabili ty as adoptive or foster p a r e n t s for 
children placed in the care of our Board by their parents . A service h a s never 
been provided for families proposing to adopt or foster children not in the 
care of our Board, including children from countries outside the state. 

With regard to the adopt ion of Romanian children we have ass is ted in a 
prac t ica l m a n n e r as far as possible in relat ion to a small n u m b e r of 
appl icants who had previously been either wholly or partially assessed as 
potential adoptive or foster pa ren t s for children in the care of our Board. 

2. Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 

"Could the Chief Executive Officer inform the Board what input the Eas te rn 
Health Board h a s in dealing with children with aphas ia and dysphas ia in 
the Board 's area?" 

Reply 

Specific language disorders s u c h as Aphasia and Dysphasia are t reated in 
our Board 's language un i t s which are based in Ballinteer Health Centre [for 
Southside] and St. Patrick's National School [for Northside]. 

Our Board, in co-operation with the Department of Educat ion initially set up 
th i s service in Bal l inteer l inked to a National School in Tal laght and 
recently also to the Good Shepherd School, Churchtown. 

Some four years ago with the ass i s tance of the Depar tment of Educat ion a 
second Unit was developed in St. Patr ick 's National School, Drumcondra . 
O u r Board h a s ass igned one principal , one Senior a n d three bas ic grade 
Speech Therapis ts to th i s service p lus a sessional teacher in Ballinteer. 

The n u m b e r s of children at tending the un i t s are:-

Ba l l in tee r  - 25 
Scoil Ard Mhuire, Tallaght - 9 
Good Shepherd School, Church town - 8 
St. Patr ick 's National School, Drumcondra - 25 

3. Mrs. B. Bonar 

To a s k the Chief Executive Officer to state:-

[a] the quant i ty 
[b] the cost 

of i tems being supplied directly to pa t ients from the Eas te rn Health Board. 
The i tems in quest ion are dress ings , appliances, incontinence wear, special 
foods, elastic hosiery a n d medicines." 
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Reply 

This information is being assembled and will be made available to the 
member as soon as possible. 

Mr. G. McGuire 

[al Can the Chief Executive Officer confirm the status of Units 9 and 10 
at James Connolly Memorial Hospital, vis a vis, whether they are 
designated reception centres as per the 1945 Mental Treatment Act? 

[b] Will the Chief Executive Officer outline the number of voluntary and 
temporary admissions to Unit 9, James Connolly Memorial Hospital 
as per the 1945 Mental Treatment Act and also the numbers admitted 
without reference to either voluntary or temporary forms up to 31st 
August, 1990? 

Reply 

[a] Unit 9 and 10 James Connolly Memorial Hospital are designated 
under Section 158 of the Mental Treatment Act, 1945. 

[b] During the eight months to 31st August, 1990, 255 patients were 
admitted to Unit 9, James Connolly Memorial Hospital. All patients 
admitted so far have been voluntary. 

Mr. G. McGuire 

With regard to the amendment adopted at the Eastern Health Board meeting 
of 1st November, 1990. viz:-

T h a t a feasibility study be undertaken regarding proposed de-designation of 
areas of St. Ita's Hospital and that the study be brought back to the Board as 
soon as possible following consultation with all concerned." 

Can the Chief Executive Officer advise as to who will oversee the study and 
the composition of study group, also the terms of reference for same? 

Reply 

The feasibility study on the de-designation of St. Ita's Hospital will be 
undertaken by the Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care Programme. 
The Programme Manager and his staff will be conducting the study in 
consultation with the team responsible for the management of the St. 
Joseph's and North Dublin Mental Handicap Service. The terms of reference 
are as set out in the resolution adopted by our Board." 
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117/1990 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

"1 . "Think Before You Drink" 
I have circulated for the information of members, copies of the "Think 
before you Drink" campaign statement issued by the Minister for Health in 
connection with the current Christmas season. This has been circulated to 
all members of our Board's staff. 

2. Carers' Allowance 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting, for the 
information of members, copies of a leaflet issued by the Department of 
Social Welfare regarding the new Carers' Allowance which has been 
introduced for carers on low income living with and looking after an invalid 
or elderly social welfare pensioner who needs full-time care and attention. 

3. Extra payment of Allowances for one week in December 

I have circulated, with the agenda papers for this meeting, copies of letter 
dated 1st November, 1990 from the Department of Health authorising the 
making of additional payments of an amount equivalent to 70% of the value 
of a single week's payment to recipients of long-term welfare allowances 
during week ending 7th December, 1990. This has been implemented. 

4. Nuclear Energy Board Annual Report, 1989 

I have circulated, with the papers for the meeting, for the information of 
members, copies of the summary taken from the Annual Report of the 
Nuclear Energy Board for 1989 giving some details of the proposed 
development of a more broadly based radiological protection and research 
organisation. Legislation for the proposed new National Radiological 
Protection Institute of Ireland has been introduced in the Dail. 

5. Children in Care Survey 1988 

The Department of Health has recently published a report outlining the 
results of a survey of children in the care of health boards in 1988. A 
summary of the findings of the survey in so far as they relate to our Board's 
10 community care areas has been circulated this evening for the 
information of members. It can be discussed further by the Community Care 
Programme Committee. 

6. Child Abduction and Enforcement of Custody Orders Bill 1990 

I have circulated, with the papers for the meeting, copies of the Explanatory 
Memorandum in relation to the Child Abduction and Enforcement of 
Custody Orders Bill, 1990. 
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There are three sections in the Bill which affect Health Boards: -

Section 14 

Provides that where the Central Authority in the State - [initially the 
Minister for Justice per Section 8] is requested to provide information 
relating to a child under the Hague Convention it may require a Health 
Board, amongst other agencies [probation officers of courts], to arrange for a 
suitably qualified person to make a report to it and the Board must comply. 

Section 30 

Where the Central Authority is requested under the Luxembourg Convention 
to make enquiries about a child it may make a similar request, [as in 
Section 14], to a Health Board and the Board must comply. 

Section 37 

Provides that a member of the Garda Siochana who detains a child being 
removed, or suspected of being removed, from the state shall return the said 
child to the care of a Health Board where the child has been in the Board's 
care and also in some other circumstances. 

A Health Board is required to provide suitable care and accommodation for a 
child placed in its care and to apply to the next sitting of the District Court 
for directions as to the child's release from such care, or otherwise regarding 
the custody of the child. 

The provisions of this Bill are currently being examined by our Board's staff 
and any relevant comments will be transmitted to the Department of 
Health." 

It was agreed that the new Carers Allowance should be listed for consideration at the 
next meeting of the Community Care Programme Committee. 

118/1990 
NOTICE OF MOTION 

It was agreed that the following motion which was proposed by Cllr. Dillon Byrne 
and seconded by Cllr. Carroll, should be considered at this stage:-

T h a t this Board discuss and recommend policy to St. Louise Adoption Society [or 
Board] regarding the adoption of Romanian children by Irish parents who wish to 
travel to Romania to secure the adoption of children." 

Following a discussion to which Clin Dillon Byrne, Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Murphy. Cllr. 
Reilly, Dr. Keane, Cllr. Glenn, Dr. O'Boyle and Cllr. Hynes contributed and to which 
the Chief Executive Officer replied it was noted that a detailed examination of the 
role of Health Boards in this matter had been undertaken by the Department of 
Health in association with other Government Departments and that legislation was 
expected which would clarify a number of important matters in relation to the 
adoption of children from other countries. Members expressed their supportfor the 
measures necessary to resolve the existing difficulties. 
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119/1990 
FINANCIAL POSITION AT 31ST OCTOBER, 1990 

Report n o . F 6 / 1 9 9 0 (copy f i led with official minute) , copies of which had been 
circulated, was noted. 

120/1990 
DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT 87 ST. LAWRENCE ROAD, CLONTARF, DUBLIN 3 

The following report no. 1 9 / 1 9 9 0 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"NOTICE is hereby given p u r s u a n t to Section 83 of the Local Government Act, 1946, 
t ha t it is proposed to dispose of the property described below which is no longer 
required for the purpose of the powers and duties of our Board. 

Statutory Information 

1. Site c.6000 sq. ft. at the rear of no. 87, St. Lawrence Road, Clontarf, Dublin 3. 

2. The proper ty was acquired by our Board from McCabe En te rp r i ses Ltd.. 
Coundon Court, Killiney, Co. Dublin. 

3. It is proposed to dispose of the site to the Bradog Trust Ltd. for the purpose of 
providing supported housing for elderly and other disadvantaged persons . 

4. The considerat ion in respect of the disposal is NIL. 

At a meet ing of ou r Board to be held after the expiration of t e n clear days from the 
da te of the sending of this Notice, our Board may resolve as follows:-

[aj Tha t the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the t e rms specified 
in the resolution, or 

[b] Tha t the disposal shall not be carried out. 

If o u r Board resolves tha t the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the 
t e r m s specified in the resolu t ion , t he disposal may, with t h e consen t of t h e 
Minister, be carried out in accordance with those terms. 

If ou r Board resolves tha t the disposal shall not be carried ou t . t h e n the d isposal 
shal l not be carried out. 

If o u r Board does not p a s s a resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the 
Minister, be carried out." 

On a proposal by Cllr. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. Hynes, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the report 
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121/1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Hynes, seconded by Cllr. Murphy, it was agreed to 
adopt the reports:-

The following matters were dealt with in the reports: -

[a] Development of hostel in the former dispensary residence, Celbridge. 

[b] Development of a training unit for the handicapped in Harold's Cross 
School. 

[c] Development of psychiatric services at Botanic Avenue. 

[d] Proposals for agreement between Cheeverstown House and the 
Eastern Health Board. 

[e] Special meeting held to consider the submission by the Central 
Planning Committee for Mental Handicap Services on the provision 
of day and residential facilities for 1991. 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Carroll, seconded by Cllr. Hynes, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Equipping of the new Psychiatric Unit, Boiler House and ancillary 
accommodation at Naas General Hospital. 

[b] Progress report on the construction of a new Day Room at Baltinglass 
District Hospital. 

[c] Introduction of a G.P. Access Scheme at St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy. 

[d] Discussions with Beaumont Hospital regarding Consultant ENT 
Surgeon's post, James Connolly Memorial Hospital. 

[e] Application to Comhairle na n'Ospideal for approval to the joint 
appointment of a Consultant Histopathologist for St. Columcille's 
and St. Vincent's Hospitals. 

[f] Transport services to St. Mary's Hospital. 

[g] Report on services in Naas General Hospital. 
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3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mr. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. Murphy, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[al Survey of Adults Dental Health 

[b] General Medical Services Scheme - {i} filling of three vacancies, {ii} 
Department of Health circular regarding the selection procedure for 
partners/assistants with a view to partnership. 

[c] Report on Dental Services in Area 4. 

[d] Report on services in Area 5. 

122/1990 
NOTICE OF MOTION 

The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Dillon Byrne and seconded by Cllr. 
Carroll:-

"That this Board make a speech therapist available to the Unit in Baggot Street, [St. 
Angela's Unit] to replace the therapist who has left the Unit (which deals with 
aphasic children]." 

Following a discussion to which Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Mrs. Bonart Cllr. Carroll, Cllr. 
Reilly, Cllr. Keenan, Cllr. Murphy and Dr. O'Boyle contributed and to which the 
Chief Executive Officer replied, it was noted that a service for language disordered 
children had been developed by our Board at Ballinteer Health Centre [Southside] 
and at St Patrick's National School Drumcondra [Northside] with links to schools 
in Tallaght and Churchtown. It was agreed thatfurther discussions should take 
place with St. Angela's Unit regarding arrangements for referral of any of the 
children [3 at present] to our Board's special service. 

123/1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Items of correspondence as referred to in the Chief Executive Officer's Report, copies 
of which had been cfacxdated, were noted. 

The meeting concluded at 7.30 p.m. 

Correct: K. J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN \ 



EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Report no. F6/1990 

Financial position at 31st October 1990 

1. At a meeting of the Budget Working Group held on 19th 
November, 1990 the Chief Executive Officer reported as 
follows in relation to our Board's financial position at 31st 
October, 1990:-

Current Budget Position £ 0 0 0 

Budget allocation to 31st October [including 
approved adjustments] 184,936 

Expenditure to 31st October 186.090 
Unfavourable Variance at 
31st October 1,154 

Projected Budget Position at 
31st December 1990 

Unfavourable Variance at 
31st October 1990 1,154 
(10 months) 

Projected to 

3 1 / 1 2 / 9 0 (12 months) 1,385 

Less 

Budget measures Nov./Dec. 1990 835 

Projected out-turn 3 1 / 1 2 / , 9 0 £550 

The Chief Executive Officer also advised members that the 
Department of Health had indicated that any overrun on our 
Board's budget in 1990 would become a first charge on our 
allocation for 1991. It was therefore essential that the target 
of balancing expenditure and income be achieved this year. 
To achieve this the th rus t of the budget measures programme 
would have to be continued and expanded to the extent 
required with the continued co-operation of staff at all levels. 
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The posit ion as out l ined was noted by the Budget Working 
Group which will con t inue to monitor the position. I t was 
agreed tha t a special report would be prepared on the subject 
of m a i n t e n a n c e of bu i ld ings a n d e q u i p m e n t for fu r the r 
consideration by the Group. 

2. Members of the Budge t Working Group considered a r eques t 
from'Trinity College in relation to the site designated for the 
Clinical Sc iences Complex and decided to defer m a k i n g a 
final r e c o m m e n d a t i o n pend ing the availabil i ty of fu r ther 
information, inc luding the position in relation to the Dubl in 
Dental Hospital project. 

IVOR CALLELY, T.D. 
Chairman 3rd December, 1990 




