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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held on 

Thursday 4th October, 1990 at 6 p.m. 
in 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 . 

Present 

Sen. O. Bennett 
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. P. D u n n e 
Aid. A. FitzGerald 
Cllr. M. G a n n o n 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Cllr. P. Hickey 
Dr. D.I. Keane 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Cllr. J. Reilly 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Dr. R. Corcoran 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. B.J. Durkan T.D. 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. W.J. Harvey 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. T. Keenan 
Prof. J. McCormick 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. R Roche, T.D. 

In the Chair 

Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J . Doyle, A /Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan , Technical Services Officer 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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92/1990 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman, votes of sympathy were passed with:-

1. Mr. Gerry Brennan, Technical Services Officer, on the death of his brother. 

2. Mr. Seamus Murphy, Administrator, St. Laurence's Road, Clontarf on the 
death of his sister. 

3. Professor J.S. Doyle, on the death of his father-in-law, Mr. Kevin 
Harrington, a former member of our Board. 

93/1990 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

"1. Psychiatric Services, Co. Kildare 
Representatives of our Board, and of the South Eastern Health Board met in 
the General Hospital, Naas, on 27th September, 1990 to discuss the provision 
of psychiatric services in Co. Kildare. 

The plans of both health boards in relation to the provision of psychiatric 
services in line with the policy document "Planning for the Future", 
following the closure of St. Dympna's Hospital in Carlow, were discussed. It 
was noted that discussions were continuing with the Department of Health 
regarding the level of funding necessary for our Board to develop the services 
planned for Co. Kildare in 1991 and subsequent years. 

It was agreed to exchange copies of both boards' proposals for the 
development of services and that another meeting should be arranged when 
the position regarding the level of funding for 1991 became clear. 

2. St. James's Hospital Board 

I have been advised by the Minister for Health that he has decided to re
appoint the existing Board of St. James's Hospital, which includes four 
members nominated by our Board, for a further period of one year from 8th 
October, 1990. 

3. Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals 

Two vacancies exist on the Central Council of the Federated Dublin 
Voluntary Hospitals following the resignation of Dr. R. Hawkins and myself. 

In accordance with the usual practice the appointment of two persons to be 
members of the Central Council will be on the agenda for the November 
meeting of our Board. 
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Committee of the Whole House on Single Parent Births and Families. 

Members are requested to note that the next meeting of the Committee will 
be held on Friday 19th October, 1990 at 11 a.m. in the Boardroom. Written 
notice of the change of date will be issued." 

94/1990 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 6TH 
SEPTEMBER, 1990 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 6th September, 1990, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. Carroll. 

95/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Cllr. Carroll, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 

"1. Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D. 

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer to state the number of applications for 
D.P.M.A. received by the Eastern Health Board in the last 12 month period in 
respect of which records are available, the number which have been 
approved, the number rejected and the number still outstanding and to 
further state if a general reason exists for refusals." 

Reply 

In the 12 months ended 31st December, 1989, the number of Disabled 
Persons [Maintenance] Allowance applications received was 1221. The 
number of applications granted was 726, and the number refused was 409, 
leaving a total outstanding, at that date, of 86. 

Applicants must qualify medically and financially. The examining Medical 
Officer of our Board must be satisfied that applicants are substantially 
handicapped in undertaking work of a kind which, if they were not so 
handicapped, would be suited to their age, experience and qualifications. 

Our Board is also legally obliged to have regard to the income of the 
applicant and his/her spouse in determining the amount of allowance to be 
paid. 

In general terms, a person whose nett income and/or that of their spouse, 
equals or exceeds the designated D.P.M.A. rate for their particular family 
composition would not be considered eligible for D.P.M.A. 
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The current weekly rates [from July 1990] are, 

Single Recipient £52 
Recipient and Spouse £83 
Recipient, Spouse and 1 Child £94 

An additional £11 is payable for each additional dependant child. 

The numbers in receipt of D.P.M.A. in recent years are shown below:-

YEAR 
1988 
1989 

| 1990 

RECIPIENTS 
6,130 
6,339 
6,500 

EXPENDITURE 
£15,088,104 
£16,181,155 
£17,500,000 (Estimated) 

2. Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D. 

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer to indicate the progress since the 
beginning of the year in the matter of dealing with the long lists awaiting 
orthodontic treatment, and [a] the number seeking treatment at the 
beginning of the year, [b] the number who have received treatment since 
then, [c] the number of patients who have been seen by the orthodontist on 
more than one occasion since January last and [d] the number still on the 
waiting list." 

Reply 

At the end of September 1990 there were 11,656 children being assessed to 
ascertain their orthodontic requirements. Since April 1990 our Board's 
Principal Dental Surgeons are examining all cases on the list with a view to 
including them in one of the following categories:-

Category A Severe, requiring Consultant Orthodontist intervention 
Category B Children who can be dealt with by Dental Surgeons with 

specialist qualifications in Orthodontics 
Category C those with minor and often cosmetic requirements 

From the numbers already assessed it is calculated there will be a small 
number, no more that 300 in Category A and up to 5,000 will fall within 
Category B. It is expected all assessments will be completed within the next 
ten weeks. 

The following are the numbers in the course of treatment:-

Category A 235 started 1/4/90 over 18 month treatment period 
Category B 320 started 1 /4/90 with an additional 100 to start on 1/10/90 

- treatment programme 12-18 mths 
Category C 250 

Our Board recently advertised in Ireland, Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland to recruit additional Dentists with the specialist qualifications in 
orthodontics. We await the results and will be in a position to engage any 
who are available." 
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96/1990 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board: 

"I. Health [Nursing Homes] Act, 1990 
I have circulated under correspondence with the Agenda for this meeting, a 
copy of the Health (Nursing Homes) Act, 1990 which recently came to hand, 
having now become law. 

I am advised that the Regulations under the Act are currently nearing 
completion and that it is expected that a commencement order, bringing the 
Act into operation, will be made around the end of the year. 

Members will be kept advised of further developments through the General 
Hospital Care Programme Committee. 

2. National Fuel Scheme 1990/91 

I have circulated under correspondence with the Agenda for this meeting, 
copy of Department of Social Welfare Circular ( No. SA 9/90 dated 13th 
September, 1990) regarding the 1990/91 National Fuel Scheme which will 
operate for 26 weeks from 15th October, 1990 to week commencing 8th April, 
1991. 

Our attention has been drawn to the changes from last year's scheme in 
relation to:-

[i] the further relaxing of the living alone condition so as not to exclude 
households where a recipient of short time Unemployment 
Assistance is resident. 

[ii] inclusion under the Scheme of recipients of the newly introduced 
Widowers Pension and Deserted Husband's Allowance and of small
holders who are in receipt of long term Unemployment Assistance. 

[iii] inclusion of recipients of Austrian Social Security Pensions in the 
qualifying categories. 

The level of payment will be £5 per week. In addition, in the area covered by 
the ban on bituminous coal, i.e. the whole of Dublin City and Dun Laoghaire, 
and the built up areas of Dublin County and adjacent areas including greater 
Bray, a special Smokeless Fuel Allowance of £3 per week per low income 
households is being introduced. 

a "Social Welfare Rates of Payment 1990" 

I have circulated, with the papers for the meeting, copies of the Department 
of Social Welfare Booklet "Social Welfare Rates of Payment 1990" which 
contains up-to-date information on rates of payment from the Department 
of Social Welfare and the Health Boards. 
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4. National Lottery 

The following have already been circulated to each member prior to this 
meeting: 

(I) My report [copy filed with official minute] on the outcome of the 
examination of the various applications for funding out of the block 
allocation of £229,500 for 1990 as mentioned in my report to the last 
Board meeting. Details of the various grants set out in the report 
have been noted and agreed by the Budget Working Group. 

(II) Copy of a letter dated 4th September, 1990 received from the Youth 
Affairs Section of the Department of Education giving details of five 
grants totalling £206,000 which have been approved for various 
projects for disadvantaged youths under the aegis of the Eastern 
Health Board. 

5. Dublin Dental Hospital Board 

I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, a list of the 
members of the Dublin Dental Hospital Board who have recently been 
appointed by the Minister for Health for a four year term expiring on 30th 
July, 1994. 

61 Third Level Education Initiatives for the Unemployed 

I have circulated, this evening, for the information of members, copies of 
Department of Social Welfare Circular [SA.11/90 of 1st October, 1990] 
regarding a new initiative to allow unemployed people attend third level 
courses while continuing to receive their unemployment payments or 
benefits under the Supplementary Welfare Allowances Scheme [e.g. fuel 
allowances, butter vouchers, Christmas bonuses and weekly rent 
supplements]. 

The Scheme will operate on a two year pilot basis commencing in the current 
academic year." 

In a discussion regarding the membership of the Dublin Dental Hospital Board to 
which Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Hynes, Deputy Briscoe, Cllr. Gannon, Cllr. Glenn, Cllr. 
Dunne, Deputy Roche and Dr. Keane contributed, it was noted that our Board was not 
represented. It was agreed that the Chairman should raise this matter with the 
Minister for Health and convey to him the views expressed in support of the 
inclusion of a representative of our Board on the Board of the Dublin Dental 
Hospital. 

Following a discussion on the distribution of our Board's block allocation of 
National Lottery funding to which Cllr. Carroll, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. Gannon, 
Dr. McCarthy, Mrs. Clune and Mr. McGuire contributed, the Chief Executive Officer 
clarified the position regarding the criteria used is assessing the applications 
received and in relation to the procedures which will be followed to ensure that the 
money made available is used for the purposes specified in the applications. 
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97 /1990 
BELGARD ROAD MENTAL HEALTH CENTRE 

It was agreed that Report no. 1 5 / 1 9 9 0 should be referred for consideration by the 
Special Hospital Care Programme Committee. 

98 /1990 
FINANCIAL POSITION AT 31ST AUGUST, 1990 

Report no. F 5 / 1 9 9 0 [copy filed with ofiQcial minutej which had been circulated was 
noted. 

99 /1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposed by Dr. O'Herlihy, seconded by Cllr. Reilly, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following ma t t e r s were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Services at Stewart ' s Hospital, Palmerstown 

[b] Recommendation that a special Board meeting should be held to 
d iscuss Cheeverstown House 

[cj Report on the National Rehabili tation Board 

[d] Recommendat ion regarding a review of eligibility cri teria for 
Disabled Persons [Maintenance] Allowances. 

Following a discussion on the criteria for eligibility for Disabled Persons 
[Maintenance] Allowances to which Deputy Durkan, Dr. O'Herlihy, Dr. 
O'Boyle, Ald. FitzGerald contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer 
replied, it was agreed to examine the matterjurther bearing in mind the 
various points made by the members. 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dillon Byrne, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following ma t t e r s were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Progress report on psychiatric uni t /boi ler house and ancilliary 
accommodat ion at Naas General Hospital 

[b] Progress report on new Day Room at Baltinglass District Hospital 

[c] General Practit ioner Access Scheme, St. Vincent 's Hospital , Athy 
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[d] Transport services to St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod 

[e] Consultant posts, James Connolly Memorial Hospital, 
Blanchardstown 

[f] Development of pathology services at St. Columcille's Hospital, 
Loughlinstown 

[g] Report on services in St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy 

3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mr. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

(al Meeting of Committee arranged to consider update of reports on the 
development of services for homeless young people. 

[b] Report of the General Medical Services [Payments} Board, 1989 

[c] Report on survey of adult dental health 

[d] Letter dated 15th August, 1990 from the Department of Health 
regarding medical card eligibility in relation to family income 
supplements and payments under the Social Employment Scheme 

[e] Circular dated 7th August, 1990 from the Department of Health in 
relation to Better Employment Opportunities for People with a 
Disability 

Ig] Letter dated 3rd August, 1990 from Leitrim County Council calling on 
Health Boards and the Department of Health to become actively 
involved in sponsorship of sport for the youth of the country. 

[h] Report on services in Area 9 [Kildare] 

100/1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Items of correspondence as already referred to in the Chief Executive Officer's 
Report, were noted. 
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101/1990 
OTHER BUSINESS 

In response to an enquiry from Cllr. Glenn regarding the Dr. Steeven's Hospital 
Project the Chief Executive Officer informed the members that a progress report 
would be presented to the Committee appointed in connection with Headquarters 
Accommodation within the next few weeks. 

The meeting concluded at 7.15 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey 
Chief Executive Officer 

CHAIRMAN 





NATIONAL LOTTERY 

The Department of Health, in a letter dated 10th August 1990, 
copy already circulated, advised our Board that a block allocation of 
£229,500 was being provided from the National Lottery for 
distribution on the following conditions:-

"Grants may be allocated to community based projects under 
the headings: mental and physical handicap, the elderly, 
psychiatric services, child services, personal social services 
(including information and counselling services). 

At least 70% of the block grant should be allocated to local 
voluntary groups. 

Particular care should be taken to ensure that grants are 
made only to viable schemes which will be completed within 
a reasonable period. The health boards should take particular 
care to assess the ongoing revenue implications in 
determining the priority of schemes. 

It is suggested that in making decisions on the allocation of 
the block grant health boards might adopt procedures similar 
to those already established in relation to the determination 
of Section 65 Grants". 

In accordance with these guidelines it is proposed to make the 
following grants:-

Physical and Mental Handicap Services 

Fingal Association for Handicapped Children 

Contribution towards the costs of refurbishment 

of premises £ 3,000 

Parents and Friends of St Loman's 

Contribution towards the costs of replacement 
minibus £ 5,000 
The Camphill Community - Dunshane 

Contribution towards the costs of building 
conversion £10,000 



(2 ) 

KA.R.E. 

Contribution towards reduction of accumulated 

deficit £10,000 

Helping Hands - Tallaght 

Contribution towards the costs of a minibus £ 2,000 

Fr John Sullivan Resource Centre - Clane 

Contribution towards costs of premises 
refurbishment £ 8,000 

Psychiatric Services 

Friends of Court Hall - Mulhuddart 

Contribution towards the costs of replacement 

minibus £ 5,000 

Tolco 

Refurbishment of Premises for Ballymun 
Day Hospital £ 30,000 

Services for the Elderly 

The Brabazon Trust Sheltered Housing Complex 
- Sandymount 

Contribution towards the costs of fire 

precaution measures £14,000 

Altadore Sheltered Housing Complex - Glenageary 

Contribution towards the cost of equipment £ 7,000 

Brookfield Day Centre for the Elderly - Blackrock 
Contribution towards the cost of equipment 
and access facilities £ 9,000 
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Little Sisters of the Poor. Sacred Heart 
Residence - Sybil Hill. Raheny 

Contribution towards the cost of a minibus £ 5,000 

Lourdes Day Centre - Sean McDermot St. Dublin 

Contribution towards reduction of accumulated 

deficit £ 5,000 

Newbridge Day Care Centre 

Contribution towards the cost of a minibus £ 5,000 

West Wicklow Day Care Committee 

Contribution towards the costs of providing a 

day room at Baltinglass £10 ,000 

Dun Laoghaire Active Retirement Association 

Contribution towards the costs of premises 

and equipment £ 5,000 

The Jewish Home of Ireland 

Contribution towards the costs of fire 
precaution measures £10 ,000 
'Choices' Community Development Group 
- Shankill 

Contribution towards the costs of transport £ 1,000 

Rialto Development Association 

Contribution towards the cost of provision 

of premises for a day centre £10 ,000 

Crumlin Day Activation Centre 

Contribution towards the cost of replacement 
of day centre premises £10 ,000 



( 4 ) 

Child and Social Services 

Mercy Family Centre. Weaver Square. Dublin 8 

Contribution towards the cost of premises 
refurbishment £ 8,000 

Steering Committee Disadvantaged Youth 
Programme 

Contribution towards the costs of equipment £ 5,000 

Hyperactive Children Support Group 

Contribution towards the cost of equipment £ 500 

Linx - Ballymun 

Contribution towards the costs of services £ 2,000 

Aoibhneas Womens Refuge - Ballymun 

Contribution towards costs of services £20 ,000 

Cuan Mhuire - Athy 

Contribution towards cost of providing new 

kitchen and food preparation area £20 ,000 

Dublin Committee for Travellers - Trudder House 

Contribution towards cost of a minibus £ 5,000 

Bray Women's Refuge 

Contribution towards costs of services £ 2,000 
Bereavement Counselling Service -
St Anns Church. Dawson Street 

Contribution towards costs of services £ 3.000 

TOTAL £229 ,500 

K J HICKEY 
Chief Executive Officer 26th September 1990. 



 
Agenda Item No 5 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Report No F5/1990 

Financial Position at 31st August 1990 

At a meeting of the Budget Working Group held on 28th September 
1990, the Chief Executive Officer reported as follows in relation to 
our Board's financial position at 31st August 1990:-

1. Current Budget Position 

Excess expenditure to 31st August 1990 

Factors Accounting for Variance 

Community Care 

Refund of drugs 
D.P.MA. 
Dental Services (since June 
no reimbursement yet) 

General Hospitals 

James Connolly Hospital 
St Columcilles Hospital 
Naas Hospital 
Ambulance Service 
Overseas Treatment 
Nursing Home Subventions 
AIDS Service 

Special Hospitals 

St Brendan's Hospital 
St Ita's Hospital 
Capitation Payments 
Contract Services 

£000 

1,000 
300 

150 

200 
200 
100 
300 
600 
350 
200 

250 
150 
200 
200 

£000 

4,500 

1,450 

1,950 

750 

Technical Services 

Maintenance 600 
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Central Services 

Interest Charges 
Travel 
Legal Costs 

Less Improved Income 
Total Overrun to-date 

75 
55 
60 

190 

4 ,940 
<440> 

£4 ,500 

2. Projected Budget Position 31 /12 /1990 

Overrun to 31st August 1990 
(8 months) 

Projected Overrun to 31 /12 /90 
(12 months) 

4,500 £ 0 0 0 

6,750 

Add Service Developments (From Aug to Dec) 

Unit 2 J.C.M. 
Elderly Services 
Psychiatric Services-Kildare 
Orthopaedic Services 

Expected Out-Turn 

300 
700 
300 
300 1,600 

8,350 

Less 

(a) Additional Allocations 

Special Allocation 
Elderly Services 
Nursing Home Subventions 
Travel Expense Increases 
Unit 2, J.C.M. 
Psychiatric Services 

2,500 
1,393 

5 0 0 (Anticipated) 
1 8 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 5 , 1 7 3 

Overrun to be dealt with by EHB £3 ,177 
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(b) Budget Measures 

Existing Bed Closures 
Maintenance 
Purchasing 
Overtime 
Conversion of Temp Posts to Perm 
Travel 
Appliances 
Superannuation 

100 
300 
350 

5 0 
200 
150 

7 5 
300 1.525 

Residual Overrun £1 ,652 

Less 

European Social Funds 1.000 
Final Projected Overrun 652" 

The Chief Executive Officer also reported that, in addition to the 
budget measures listed above, he was hopeful that the above final 
projected overrun could be successfully eliminated by the end of 
the year. 

Following full consideration and clarification of matters arising from 
the Chief Executive Officer's report, the position as outlined was 
noted by the Budget Working Group which will continue to monitor 
budgetary trends for the remainder of the year. 

The Budget Working Group also noted and agreed with the Chief 
Executive Officer's Report in relation to the grants proposed from 
our Board's block allocation of £229,500 from National Lottery 
Funding for 1990. Department of Education letter dated 4th 
September, 1990 [copy enclosed] regarding a grant of £206,000 
from the Special National Lottery Fund for Disadvantaged Youth was 
also noted. 

IVOR CALLELY 
Chairman 1st October 1990. 




