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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held on 

Thursday 6th September, 1990 at 6 p.m. 
in 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 . 

Present 

Sen. O. Bennett 
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Dr. P. Devitt 
Cllr. P. D u n n e 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 
Cllr. M. G a n n o n 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Dr. R. Hawkins 
Dr. D. I. Keane 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Cllr. L. O'Neill 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. B. J. Durkan, T.D. 
Cllr. C. Flood, T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. W.J . Harvey 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. T. Keenan 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. J. Reilly  

Apologies 

Dr. R Corcoran, Cllr. R. Roche, T.D. 

In The Chair 

Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. F .J . Donohue, Programme Manager, Communi ty Care 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. M. Gallagher, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dubl in Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. T. Merriman, A/Technical Services Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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81 /1990 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with: 

1. The family of Maria O'Reilly, Communi ty Care Office, Old County Road, 
Cruml in . 

2. Mary Malone, General Medical Services Section, Emmet House, on the death 
of he r father. 

3. J o h n Stewart, General Medical Services Section, Emmet House, on the death 
of h is mother . 

82 /1990 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board: -

" 1 . O u r Board h a s been invited by the Adjudicating Committee for the 1990 
People of the Year Awards to make a nomina t ion for one of th i s year ' s 
awards . 

If member s wish to make such a nominat ion they should give the nominee 's 
n a m e to Mr. Matt O'Connor, Board Secretary. 

2. A mee t ing of t he Budget Working Group h a s b e e n a r r anged for 2 8 t h 
September , 1990 at 11.00 a.m. Members concerned will receive the u s u a l 
notices in due course." 

83 /1990 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 2ND AUGUST, 
1990 

The m i n u t e s of the month ly meet ing held on 2nd August, 1990 , having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. Dunne. 

[a] Matters arising from the minutes 

Cllr. Dillon Byrne referred to the reply on page 92 regarding Cheeverstown 
House and , following a discussion to which Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. Hynes, 
Cllr. Carroll and Deputy Flood cont r ibuted , i t w a s agreed tha t m e m b e r s 
would be advised of any developments in th i s ma t t e r at the first opportunity, 
m o s t likely at t he next meet ing of the Special Hospital Care Programme 
Commit tee . 
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84/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by CUr. Dunne, seconded by Dr. Hawkins, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged:-

"1. Cllr. L. O'Neill 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer if he is aware that for many months now 
the Finglas area has been without the services of a speech therapist, would he 
outline the difficulties which the Board have in recruiting staff to this 
service and pending its restoration can alternative arrangements be made 
for those who have been unable to obtain this service." 

Reply 

In response to a previous question in April, 1990 I advised the Board of the 
difficulties which had arisen regarding continuity of speech therapy services 
due to the fact that a number of Speech Therapist posts had fallen vacant. 

I am pleased to report that as a result of the recruitment drive referred to in 
my previous reply, which extended to Northern Ireland and Great Britain, 
all vacancies in our speech therapy services are now being filled. This will 
enable us to restore services in all areas and to commence clearing waiting 
lists. 

In the case of the Finglas area two vacancies have been filled during the past 
two weeks and a third Speech Therapist will take up duty on 10th September 
next. 

2. Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 

"How many reports of rat sightings have been notified to the Eastern Health 
Board in each of the following years; 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988 and 1989?" 

Reply 

No figures are available for the number of complaints received from the 
public about rat infestation. While all complaints are investigated not all 
are considered to require treatment. 

The number of premises treated by the Pest Control Department on foot of 
complaints received is as follows: -

1985 - 4,719 
1986 - 5,070 
1987 - 4,600 
1988 - 5,100 
1989 - 6,400 
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a Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 

"How many cases of Weil's Disease have been notified in each of the 
following years, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988 and 1989?" 

Reply 

During the five years in question, only one case was notified to the Dublin 
Medical Officer of Health, in 1987. 

However, returns from the major Dublin Hospitals indicate that the number 
of cases diagnosed in them was as follows:-

1985 - 1 
1986 - 2 
1987 - 1 
1988 - 1 
1989 - 2 

The discrepancy is due to the fact that, with the exception of the single 1987 
case, all the other cases were from outside the Dublin area." 

85/1990 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

1. National Lottery, 1990 
I have circulated copies of two letters dated 10th August, 1990 received from 
the Department of Health notifying me of:-

1. Projects located in our Board's area which will receive National 
Lottery Funding directly from the Department 

2. National type programmes based in the Eastern Health Board area to 
which the Department has decided to allocate National Lottery Funds 
to be paid through our Board. 

3. A block allocation of £229,500 to be allocated in accordance with the 
guidelines set out in the letter. 

Applications for National Lottery funding in 1990 from the block allocation 
are currently being examined in detail and a report on the outcome of this 
examination will be brought to a meeting of the Budget Working Group on the 
28th September prior to its submission to the October Board meeting. 

2. Annual Report of the General Medical Services (Payments) Board 

The Annual Report of the General Medical Services (Payments) Board for the 
year ended 31st December, 1989 has recently been published. 
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Copies of the Report, and a commentary on it as it relates to our Board's area, 
will be circulated to all members for consideration by the Community Care 
Programme Committee at its September meeting. 

3, Rehabilitation Institute 

I am pleased to inform members that Mr. Michael Walsh, Programme 
Manager, Special Hospital Care, has been nominated by the health board 
Chief Executive Officers as their representative on the Board of the 
Rehabilitation Institute. He replaces Mr. P. Murtagh, Programme Manager, 
North Eastern Health Board, who is retiring. 

4. National Survey of Adult Dental Health 1989/1990 

Our Board's Dental Services participated with the Oral Health Research 
Unit, University College, Cork, in a National Survey of the Dental Health of 
Adults during 1989/1990. I have circulated, for the information of members, 
a brief summary of the preliminary results of this survey which recently 
became available. 

It was agreed with the Cork Unit during the course of the National Survey 
that a more detailed examination would be made of Adult Dental Health in 
the Eastern Health Board area. 

A more detailed report on the outcome of both surveys will be brought to the 
next meeting of the Community Care Programme Committee. 

5. Psychiatric Unit, Naas General Hospital 

I am pleased to inform members that the Psychiatric Department at Naas 
General Hospital has been selected as the winner of the Leinster Region 
"PLAN Building of the year competition", [organised by PLAN - the journal 
of architecture and interior design in Ireland] 

Along with four other buildings from Ulster, Munster, Connaught and 
Dublin City and County Regions it will be featured in an exhibition at PLAN 
EXPO where the overall winner - the 1990 PLAN BUILDING OF THE YEAR -
will be announced at the Point Depot on 11th September next.. 

I am sure members will wish to offer heartiest congratulations to the 
Architects concerned, A. & D. Wejchert, on this success, which follows the 
Psychiatric Unit's earlier award for the Eastern Region by the Royal 
Institute of Architects of Ireland." 

86/1990 
TEMPORARY BORROWING 

The following report no. 14/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"The approval of the Board to borrowing by way of overdraft during the period 
ending on 31st December, 1990 to a maximum of £6m is requested." 
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On a proposal by Cllr. Dillon Byrne, seconded by Dr. Hawkins, it was agreed to adopt 
the proposal contained in the Report. 

87 /1990 
BELGARD ROAD MENTAL HEALTH CENTRE 

At the request of Deputy Flood, it was agreed to defer consideration of report no. 
15 /1990 to the October meeting of our Board. 

88 /1990 
GROUP PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE SCHEMES - BOARD MEMBERS 

The following Report no. 1 6 / 1 9 9 0 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

T h i s report h a s been prepared to clarify a n u m b e r of ma t t e r s which were raised at 
t he Augus t meet ing of our Board in relation to the Irish Public Bodies Mutua l 
I n su rances Ltd. Group Personal Accident Schemes for members , which fall due for 
renewal on 1st September, 1990. 

It is only necessary for one local authori ty or hea l th board to include a m e m b e r 
u n d e r e i ther Scheme A or Scheme B. No double i n su rance cover exists . Cover 
opera tes u n d e r either Scheme in connection with membersh ip and a t t endance a t 
official mee t ings of local au thor i t ies , sub -commi t t ee s of local au thor i t i e s a n d 
hea l th boa rds . 

Our Board h a s been arranging cover under Scheme A for those members not already 
covered th rough their membersh ip of local author i t ies . The annua l p r emium per 
m e m b e r is £13.75.Where members indicate t ha t cover u n d e r Scheme B is required 
the additional p remium is paid by the members concerned. The number of members 
in respect of whom cover h a s been arranged by our Board is 27. This inc ludes 
m e m b e r s of the different Dublin local authori t ies . Those m e m b e r s of Kildare and 
Wicklow County Councils in the Scheme are covered th rough their respective local 
au tho r i t i e s . 

Members of Dail Eireann may also effect Personal Accident Insurance Cover unde r 
the Oireachtas Scheme [which is also provided through the I.P.B.M.I.] in addition to 
cover u n d e r either Scheme A or Scheme B as outlined above." 

It was agreed to note the Report. 

89 /1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Reilly, seconded by Deputy Durkan, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 
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The following matters were dealt with in the report: -

[a] Report on services provided by the Daughters of Charity to people 
with a mental handicap. 

[b] Report on workshop facilities for people with a mental handicap in 
Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow. 

General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Cllr. Groome, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report: -

[a] Progress report on equipping the new Psychiatric Unit/Boiler House 
and ancillary accommodation at Naas General Hospital. 

[b] Comhairle na n'Ospideal approval to the joint appointment of a 
Consultant E.N.T. Surgeon between James Connolly Memorial 
Hospital and Beaumont Hospital 

Ic] Comhairle na • n'Ospideal approval to the appointment of an 
additional Consultant Anaesthetist at St. Columcille's Hospital. 

[d] Progress report on the provision of a transport service to and from 
St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod. 

[el Re-commencement of ante-natal clinics in Tallaght on 17th 

September, 1990. 

[f] Second draft of Nursing Home Regulations. 

[g] Report on services in Bru Chaoimhin. 

90/1990 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan and seconded by Cllr. 
Groome:-

T h a t the Eastern Health Board would proceed with its plans to build a new 
Health Centre at Celbridge, Co. Kildare" 

Deputy Durkan referred to the growth in population in the Celbridge area in 
recent years and stressed the urgency of proceeding with the development of 
the proposed Health Centre. 

The Chief Executive Officer referred to the inclusion of a Health Centre for 
Celbridge on the Capital Priority list which had been adopted in June 1990. 
The Minister for Health subsequently received a deputation from our Board 
which had been requested with a view to making the earliest possible 
progress on the planning and realisation of the various capital projects 
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included in the priority list. The Department of Health is currently engaged 
in the preparation of a five-year capital programme and when this has been 
completed further discussions will be held in relation to the progressing of 
the planning of our Board's priority proposals. 

The following motion was proposed by Mr. G. McGuire:-

T h a t the Chief Executive Officer produce for submission to the Board, not 
later than the December, 1990 meeting, a written draft overall plan/report 
for dealing with the problem of homelessness in the Eastern Health Board 
area, which falls within the Board's responsibility, and that this 
plan/report include:-

[a] The total number of homeless people using the services of the 
Homeless Unit at Charles Street/Castle St., the numbers using the 
N.F.A. Unit in St. Brendan's, and the number of homeless young 
people coming in contact with our services in any one year. 

[b] The estimated total number of homeless people in the Eastern Health 
Board area, where it differs from [a] above and the methodology used 
in arriving at those numbers. 

[c] A comprehensive plan for services for 

{1} The adult homeless 
{2} Young homeless people 

aimed at offering every homeless person a long term secure future 
and a place to live. 

[d] The level of funding needed to implement such an overall plan and 
where that funding might be obtained. 

[e] The level of involvement in such a plan of the local authorities and 
the voluntary organisations working with the homeless. 

[f] The role of hostels in such a plan, with emphasis on providing a 
comprehensive service, good standards, accountability and working 
together, and daytime services for homeless people in what is their 
long term home." 

The motion was seconded by Cllr. Dillon Byrne and following a lengthy 
discussion to which Mr. McGuire, Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. 
Glenn, Deputy Durkan, Cllr. Reilly, Cllr. Dunne, Dr. O'Herlihy, Cllr. Carroll, 
Cllr. Harvey, Cllr. Murphy, Deputy Flood, Dr. O'Boyle, Deputy Dr. 
Fitzpatrick contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it 
was noted that the terms of the motion were only partially applicable to the 

functions of the Health Board while other parts referred to areas which were 
the responsibility of the Housing Authorities. Various reports had been 
submitted previously and adopted as Board policy e.g. in relation to the 
Homeless Persons Unit, and also relating to services for the Young Homeless 
and to services for Victims of Family Violence. In the light of this position, 
it was agreed that an up date report would be prepared for a meeting of the 
Community Care Programme Committee in relation to [a], [c] and [f] in so 
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far as it related to services provided by the Health Board. In relation to [b]  
[d] [e] and [f] it was agreed that under the terms of the Housing Act 1988 
these are largely matters for the Housing Authorities in respect of which 
liaison can take place at officer level. It was noted also that arrangements 
were already under way for a meeting between representatives of the Health 
Board and the Dublin Housing Authorities. 

91/1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

The following letters, copies of which had been circulated, were noted:-

1. Two letters dated 10th August, 1990 from the Department of Health 
regarding National Lottery 1990. 

2. Letter from the Adjudicating Committee for the People of the Year Awards 
1990 inviting our Board to make a nomination for one of this year's awards. 

The meeting concluded at 7.45 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

 
CHAIRMAN 




