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 EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in 

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on Thursday 2 April 1987 at 6 pm 

PRESENT 

Mr F Beale    Cllr B Briscoe TD 
Cllr I Callely   Cllr M Carroll 
Mrs D Clune   Cllr P De Rossa TD 
Prof J S Doyle   Cllr P Dunne 
Cllr B J Durkan TD   Mr P Finegan 
Cllr A Groome   Dr R Hawkins 
Cllr P Hickey   Cllr F Hynes 
Dr P McCarthy   Cllr C Murphy 
Dr B O'Herlihy   Cllr J Reilly 
Cllr J Sweeney 

APOLOGIES 
Ald B Ahem TD, Mr N Andrews TD. Dr J D Behan, Cllr O Bennett, 

Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick, Cllr W J Harvey, Dr M Henry 

IN THE CHAIR 
Mrs D Clune 

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 
Mr K J Hickey, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr M Walsh, Acting Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr S O'Brien, Acting Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr M Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Officer 
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat 
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44/87 
CONDOLENCES 

On a proposal of the Chairman, votes off sympathy were passed with the following: 
i. Mr Eddie Matthews, Administrator, Naas General Hospital, on the death of his 

mother; 
ii. The family of Mrs Elizabeth Moynihan, Attendant, St Mary's Hospital, 

Chapelizod. 
45/87 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board: 
The following items are for information purposes and are not for debate: 

(i) May and June Board Meetings 
Last year the May meeting of our Board was held in St Vincent's Hospital, 
Athy and the June meeting was held in St Colman's Hospital, Rathdrum. 
It may be the members' wish to continue with this arrangement. If so, it is 
proposed to hold the May meeting in Rathdrum and the June meeting in 
Athy. 
This year's Annual Conference of the Association of Health Boards has 
been arranged for Rosslare, commencing on the evening of our May Board 
meeting. To facilitate members travelling to Rosslare, perhaps we could 
agree to hold our Board meeting at 3 pm on Thursday 7 May 1987. 

(ii) Official Opening of Grove House. Celbridge 
Arrangements have been made for Dr Rory O'Hanlon TD, Minister for 
Health, to officially open Grove House, Celbridge, on Friday 24 April 1987 at 
3 pm. 
Members will receive their invitations in due course. 

(iii) Meeting with Minister for Health 
The Minister for Health, Dr Rory O'Hanlon TD, today met with the 
Chairpersons and Chief Executive Officers of the Health Hoards. During the 
course of the meeting, the Minister announced the financial allocations for 
each of the eight hearth boards for 1987. 
The meeting was positive and constructive and discussed, in broad terms, 
the issues facing hearth boards during the course of the year. 
It was agreed that there would be on-going liaison between the health 
boards and the Minister throughout the year to deal with any problems that 
might arise. 
I have circulated a copy of the Minister's address given by the Minister at 
the meeting. 
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(iv) Official Opening of Barndarrig Health Centre 
Arrangements have been made to officially open Barndarrig Health 
Centre on 12 May 1987 at 3 pm. 
Members will receive their invitations in due course.’ 

46/87 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 5 MARCH 1987 

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 March 1987, having been circulated, were 
confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Carroll. 

47/87 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

(1) Cllr E Fitzgerald 
'Can the Chief Executive Officer give the annual cost per residential 
place, the staffing, the range of handicap catered for, in each residential 
mental handicap unit in the Board's area?' 

Reply 

While the statutory responsibility for the provision of services for the 
mentally handicapped rests with the Health Board, the services are 
provided mainly by voluntary agencies. 

These agencies are funded directly by the Department of Health without 
recourse to the Hearth Board. Our Board's Report 'Proposals for Change' 
recognises this and recommends that the Health Board should be the 
funding agent. 

The staffing arrangements in each residential unit and degree of handicap 
of all mentally handicapped persons in our Board's area are set out in the 
report 'Proposals for Change'. 

(2) Cllr I Callely 
'Further to my question (iv) 5 February 1987 could I be advised of the 
exact number and, if possible, in what regard were representations made 
to the Registrar General's Office where parents and guardians were 
unsatisfied with the Statutory Regulations of births registration?' 

Reply 

Records are not maintained by the Registrar General's Office, (which is in 
the Department of Health), of the number of complaints and 
representations received in connection with the statutory regulations 
governing birth registration. 

The most frequent complaints and representations refer to: 

(i) The formalities required in carrying out amendments to entries in 
Birth Registers and the subsequent issuing of certificates which 
show the amended errors. 

(ii) The lack of provision for the inclusion of the surname of the child. 
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(iii) The lack of provision for the inclusion of the occupation of the mother. 

(iv) The non-registration of still-births. 
Any representations regarding aspects of registration law which give rise to 
complaints fall to be considered in the context of the future review of 
registration law and procedures. 
Until the legislation is changed the present regulations must continue to be 
applied. 

(3) Dr D Fitzpatrick TD 
‘What, if any, are the future plans for the Charles Street West TB clinic?' 
Reply 
The former clinic premises at Charles Street is to be used to provide much 
needed accommodation for our Board's Supplementary Welfare Service, 
including the Homeless Persons Unit. 

(4) Cllr E Fitzgerald 
'In relation to Eglinton House 
(i) How many girls and babies are currently resident 
(ii) What is the current number and title of staff 
(iii) What is the current annual 

(a) pay cost 
(b) non-pay cost 
(c) total cost 

(iv) Are there any plans to pay the girls a welfare allowance and give them 
more practical experience in budgeting for themselves?' 

Reply 
This service caters for up to fifteen mothers, expectant and with babies. It 
also caters, for periods, as a nursery for babies without their mothers. It 
provides sheltered emergency accommodation for inadequate mothers of 
young infants until they can be accommodated satisfactorily with their 
children or until they have made decisions otherwise regarding their future 
placement of their children. It caters for, amongst others, mothers who are 
mentally handicapped or who have severe mental or physical ailments. 
It is frequently full and at present there are seven people awaiting admission, 
including two with severe psychiatric problems. 
The staff engaged in this service, who were transferred from St Patrick's 
Home when it closed in January 1986 following careful planning and 
negotiations with staff representatives taking account of all the interests 
involved, include general trained nurses, nursery nurses, midwives and 
untrained but experienced attendants. There are twelve staff plus sister-in-
charge and her assistant who are both members of the Religious Order which 
formerly managed St Patrick's Home. 
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Costs in 1986 were £194,000 being: 

Pay £171,000 and 
Non-pay £23.000 

These costs will reduce in the current year when a member of staff who 
will retire, will not be replaced. 
Practical training, including training in domestic economy, is provided for 
mothers resident in the home. Those with no income of their own are paid 
pocket money of £10 per week. 

48/87 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Deputy Chief Executive Officer read the following report, which was noted by 
the Board: 
(i) 'I would like to introduce to the members our new Finance Officer. Mr 

Martin Gallagher, ACCA, who was appointed to succeed Mr Joe Reynolds. 
Mr Gallagher, who took up duty today, has been an Assistant Auditor to 
the Local Government Auditor since 1980. Prior to that he held 
appointments with the National Institute for Higher Education and with 
the Department of Social Welfare. He has also had some experience in the 
private sector. 
I am sure the members will join with me in wishing Mr Gallagher every 
success in his new appointment.' 
Members welcomed Mr Gallagher and wished him every success. 

(ii) Allocation for Non-Capital Health Expenditure 1987 
'I have circulated, for the information of members, a copy of a letter 
received just prior to today's meeting with the Minister for Health, 
regarding our Board's approved expenditure levels for 1987. 
It has not been possible, in the time available since the meeting, to 
quantify, with any degree of precision, the financial effects of the various 
Government decisions contained in the letter. However, it is likely that our 
shortfall for 1987 will be of the order of £7M to £7.5M, taking the likely 
financial effects of the Government's decisions into account. This has to 
be veiwed particularly in the context of the provisions regarding cash 
management and borrowing contained in the letter. 
A detailed evaluation of the position will commence immediately and the 
Chairman has agreed to convene a meeting of the Budget Monitoring 
Committee at St Mary's Hospital on Wednesday, 15 April 1987. Following 
consideration of a detailed report on our position at that meeting, it is 
proposed that a Special Board Meeting will be convened on a date to be 
announced'. 
On a proposal of Dr Hawkins, it was agreed to hold the Special Meeting 
on 23 April 1987 at 6 pm. 
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(iii) Committee on the service needs and problems of the Ballymun area 

'In the Progress Report of the Community Care Programme Committee which 
was adopted by our Board at its March meeting, reference was made to a 
meeting between the Special Committees on Ballymun of the Dublin 
Corporation and of our Board to review developments since our Board's 
report of 1984. 

Four of the members of our Board's Committee on Ballymun are not now 
members of our Board. In accordance with the usual practice, the 
composition of the Committee will appear as an item on the agenda for our 
May meeting. 

(iv) (iv) Radiographers' Dispute 

'Members will be aware from media coverage of the effects of the 
radiographers' dispute which commenced on 4 March last. I am pleased to 
inform you that, following the intervention of the Chairman of the Labour 
Court, settlement proposals emerged on Tuesday last; 31 March 1987. 

The proposals are being considered by both sides and a result is expected at 
the weekend.' 

49/87 
IRISH PUBLIC BODIES MUTUAL INSURANCES LTD. – 
APPOINTMENT OF NOMINEE 

Following consideration of letter dated March 1987 from the Irish Public Bodies 
Mutual Insurances Ltd. regarding the appointment of a nominee to attend and vote 
at general meetings of the company. Cllr Carroll was proposed by Cllr Hynes and 
seconded by Cllr Reilly and Cllr A Groome was proposed by Cllr Callely and 
seconded by Cllr Briscoe. 

The result of a secret ballot was ten votes for Cllr Groome and seven votes for Cllr 
Carroll. 

The Chairman declared Cllr Groome elected. 
50/87 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

(i) General Hospital Care Programme Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Cllr Carroll, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. 
The Progress Report dealt with the following matters: 

(a) Interim Review Report on STD Services; 

(b) The extension of the closing date for receipt of tenders for Naas 
General Hospital to 6 April 1987; 

(c) Progress Report on the development of an out-patients department 
and operating theatre suite at St Columcille's Hospital; 

(d) Progress Report on the effects of the strike of radiographers; 
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(e) Revised arrangements for the May and June meetings of the 

Committee; 
(f) A report on services in St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod. 

(ii) Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr Groom, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The Progress Report dealt with the following matters; 

(a) Overcrowding in St Brendan's Hospital in relation to which it was 
agreed that a Special Meeting of the Committee would be held on 
27 March 1987 to address the problem; 

(b) Services in Garden Hill House; 

Following a lengthy discussion to which Cllrs Dunne, Hynes, Murphy, 
Grooms, Sweeney, Hickey, Durkan and Prof Doyle contributed, and to 
which Mr Hickey, Deputy chief Executive Officer, Mr walsh, Acting 
Programme Manager, Special Hospital agreed that a further detailed 
report which would oncluds the answers to a number of Questions which 
had been raised regarding the services at Garden HIll House and the 
numbers and type of patients attending should be presented to a meeting 
of the Special Hospital Committee within two months. 
With regard to the overcrowding at St Brendan's Hospital, it was noted 
that a report of the Special Meeting of the Committee held on 27 March 
would be presented to the Board for discussion at its May meeting. 

(iii) Community Care Programme Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Dr Hawkins, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 
The Progress Report dealt with the following matters: 
(a) Travellers' Mobile Health Clinic; 
(b) Report on services in Area 8 (Dublin North-West); 
(c) Agreement to issue Section 83 notice in respect of the sale of the 

dispensary residence at Newbridge and to proceed with the 
proposals for the disposal of properties at Johnstown Bridge and 
Clane. 

51/87 
PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES 

The reports of the following Local Committee meetings, having been circulated, 
were dealt with as follows: 
(i) Wicklow Local Committee meeting held on 30 January 1987 

On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to 
note the report. 
The following matters were dealt with in the report: 
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(a) Report on services provided at and from Newcastle Hospital; 
(b) Revised medical card guidelines operative from 1 January 1987; 
(c) Health Centre facilities in Hollywood; 
(d) Dental services in Blessington; 
(e) A resolution calling on the Board to request the relevant Government 

Department to exercise strict control over the sale and distribution of 
tobacco with a view to its eventual removal from the market and that, 
as a first step, smoking in schools and public places is forbidden by 
law. 

(ii) Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 3 February 1987 
On a proposal by Cllr Groome, seconded by Cllr Sweeney, it was agreed to 
note the report 
The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) Progress Report on developments at Naas General Hospital; 
(b) Progress Report on the developments in the psychiatric services; 
(c) Progress Report on the development of health centres in the county. 

(iii) Dublin City Local Committee meeting held on 9 March 1987 
On a proposal by Cllr Callaly, seconded by Cllr Dunne it was agreed to note 
the report 
The following matters were dealt with in the report: 
(a) Address by a representative from the Hospice Foundation, Our Lady's 

Hospice, Harold's Cross on the work of the Foundation. 
(b) Request for a review of action taken following resolutions agreed by 

the Committee during the past year. 
(iv) Dun Laoghaire Local Committee meeting held on 10 March 1987 

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to note 
the report. 
The following matters were dealt with in the report: 
(a) Address by Miss Mary O'Mahony, Chief Executive Officer of the 

Mental Health Association on the work of the Mental Health 
Association of Ireland; 

(b) A motion recommending the Health Board to consider the action 
which should be taken by various agencies to alert people regarding 
the high levels of smoke and sulphur dioxide when they occur and to 
advise regarding the preventive measures which should be taken. 
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(v) Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 12 March 1987 
On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr dunne, It was agreed to 
note the report. 
The following matters were dealt with in the report: 
(a) Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman; 
(b) A report on dental services. 

52/87 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

The notices of the motion in the name of Cllr J Dillon-Byrne, regarding lists of 
general practitioners who would provide a comprehensive family planning 
service and advice and calling on the Minister for Health to support research 
and voluntary efforts of the Sudden Infant Death Association were, in her 
absence, not moved. 
The notices of the motion in the name of Cllr E Fitzgerald regarding the 
provision of sheltered accommodation for young people leaving the Board's 
care and proposing that the promised review of social services for children 
should be presented to a special meeting of the Board were, in her absence, 
not moved. 

53/87 
CORRESPONDENCE 

There was no correspondence. 
The meeting concluded at 7.45 pm 

CORRECT: K J Hickey 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

 
 


