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 EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Special Meeting 
held in the 

Boardroom, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on Thursday 24 July 1986 at 6 pm. 

PRESENT 

Mr N Andrews TD Dr J D Behan 
Cllr B Briscoe TD Cllr I Callely 
Cllr M Carroll Mrs D Clune 
Cllr J Dillon-Byrne Cllr P Dunne 
Cllr B J Durkan TD Cllr Dr Fitzpatrick 
Cllr A Groome Dr R Hawkins 
Dr M Henry Cllr P Hickey 
Cllr F Hynes Dr D I Keane 
Cllr C Murphy Dr B O'Herlihy 
Cllr J Sweeney 

APOLOGIES 
Cllr W J Harvey, Mr D Kane 

IN THE CHAIR 
Mrs D Clune 

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 
Mr K J Hickey, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr M Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr S O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Officer 
Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer 
Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat 
Mr Harry Colley, Law Agent, was also in attendance. 
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87/86 
REQUEST FROM ST JAMES’S HOSPITAL FOR REMAINING PORTION OF SITE FRONTING ON TO 
JAMES’S STREET 

The following Report No. 12/86 from the Deputy Chief Executive Officer was submitted: 
1. In the early 1970’s, our Board decided to dedicate the St James’s site, which it 

owned, to the development of the new major general teaching hospital (St 
James’s) which would incorporate existing facilities and services then provided 
through the Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals, Trinity College Medical 
School and the existing St Kevin’s Hospital. At this stage most of the site has 
been transferred. Our Board, on a number of occasions, considered the 
question of leasing the remaining portion of the site fronting on to James’s 
Street, which it had retained. 
(i) At the August 1980 meeting it was agreed unanimously to transfer to 

the St James’s Hospital Board the balance of the site fronting on to 
James’s Street provided the Hospital Board could arrange to make 
available, with the agreement of the Department of Health, adequate 
suitable alternative accommodation for our Board. 

(ii) At the December 1982 meeting of our Board again agreed to the leasing 
of the remaining portion of the site to the St James’s Hospital Board 
(and to the sub-lease of the relevant areas to Dublin University), on the 
basis of approval by the Department of Hearth to development of new 
offices as proposed by our Board on the St Brendan’s campus. 

2. Over the years our Board has taken significant steps towards the provision of a 
suitable headquarters which could accommodate staff at present housed in 
unsatisfactory accommodation in old buildings at No. 1 James’s Street. A 
committee of the Board examined the existing premises and advised that they 
were totally unsuitable. The Board, therefore, decided to build a new 
headquarters building on the North Circular Road side of the St Brendan’s 
campus and outlined planning permission was obtained from Dublin 
Corporation. 

3. It has been our Board’s position that the provision of alternative 
accommodation for our Board is a part of the overall cost of the development 
of the new St James’s Hospital, as this was the consideration given to our 
Board when we agreed to the original transfer. 

4. The approval of the Minister for Health to the provision of new headquarter 
accommodation by our Board on the St Brendan’s campus, arising from the 
development of the St James’s Hospital site, was conveyed in a letter dated 23 
November 1982. A Project Team was set up, representative of our Board and 
the Department of Health. A detailed Planning Brief was drawn up by this team 
and submitted for the formal approval of the Minister for Health in October 
1985. The procedure agreed was that following Ministerial approval to this 
Brief, we would advertise for building firms who would, using their own design 
teams, put forward priced proposals covering the design and construction of 
our Board’s new headquarters building on the St Brendan’s campus. 
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5. At the end of 1985, while we were awaiting Ministerial approval to the Brief, 

it was conveyed to us that Trinity College would be ready early in 1986 to 
commence site works on the remaining portion of the James’s Street site 
still owned by the Eastern Health Board and which our Board had 
conditionally agreed to transfer by lease to the St James’s Hospital Board. 
These site works are to be undertaken under a separate contract in advance 
of the main contract for the construction of the new Dublin Dental Hospital 
and School on the site. The site works involve relocation of the 
commemorative monument and trees, formation of new entrance at 
James’s Street, construction of roads and car parks, modifications to 
existing services and the erection of fencing for the contract site for the 
new building. 

6. The conditional nature of our Board’s agreement to the transfer of its 
interest in the remaining portion of the James’s Street site, and the general 
position of our Board regarding the provision of a new headquarters 
building on the St Brendan’s Campus, was made clear to all concerned in 
discussions in the early months of this year in response to urgent requests 
for entry to the James’s Street site. These discussions culminated in a 
meeting on 21 April 1986 which the former Chairman and the Chief 
Executive Officer had with the Secretary and Assistant Secretary of the 
Department of Health. This resulted in the issue of the letter to the 
Chairman dated 3 June 1986, signed jointly by the Ministers for Health and 
Education. 
Since the discussion on this subject at the July meeting of our Board 
another meeting has taken place between the new Chairman, Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer and the Secretary of the Department of Health following 
which the Chairman has received letter dated 15 July 1986. 

7. The joint letter dated 3 June 1986 from the Ministers for Health and 
Education contains the following categorical assurances from the Minister 
for Health: 
(i) that the building of the accommodation will be approved to 

commence in September 1987 on St Brendan’s site and 
(ii) that resources will be allocated by the Department of Health to 

enable that scheme to continue to conclusion. 
The letter dated 15 July 1986 from the Secretary, Department of Health 
deals with the following important consequential matters: 
(a) it conveys Ministerial approval to the Brief for the new headquarters 

accommodation; 
(b) it confirms that the advertising process should be undertaken on 1 

September 1986; 
(c) it indicates that the Minister envisages approval to the placing of 

the contract with the successful firm in May 1 987 to enable building 
work to commence on 1 September 1987. 

On the basis of the foregoing I am satisfied that our Board’s interests will 
be fully protected if it enters into a legal agreement with the St James’s 
Hospital Board: 
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(1) agreeing to entry by the St James’s Hospital Board (and Trinity College) on to 

the James’s Street site for the purpose of carrying out the preliminary site 
works contract. They will be required to carry out these works without causing 
any disruption to our Board’s services or staff and will required to vacate the 
site on completion of the works. Occupancy of the site at this stage would be 
on a strictly permissive basis only and no legal interest in the site would be 
conferred by our Board; 

(2) agreeing that if the contractual commitment to build new offices on behalf of 
the Eastern Health Board on the St Brendan’s site is entered into or the 
construction of same is commenced in accordance with the planning brief 
submitted by the Health Board to the Department of Health, and now approved 
by the Department of Health by letter dated 15 July to the Chairman of the 
Eastern Health Board, by May 1987 or such other date as may be agreed 
between the Health Board and the Hospital Board, the Health Board will then 
offer the site to the Hospital Board under a lease. 

A copy of the full text of the draft legal agreement prepared by our Board’s solicitors is 
available for perusal by members who wish to do so’. 
Following a lengthy discussion to which Cllrs Carroll, Dunne, Hickey, Hynes, Durkan, 
Dr Fitzpatrick, Groome, Sweeney and Murphy, Doctors Henry, O’Herlihy, Behan, 
Hawkins and Keane contributed and to which Mr Hickey, Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer and Mr Colley, Law Agent replied, it was than proposed by Dr O’Herlihy, 
seconded by Cllr Durkan, and agreed to adopt the Report and to enter into an 
agreement with St James’s Hospital Board as proposed. 
The meeting concluded at 8.15 pm. 

CORRECT: K J Hickey 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

 


