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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 
Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 

held in 
Board Room, St Vincent's Hospital, Athy, Co Kildare 

on Thursday 1 May 1986 at 6 pm. 

PRESENT 
Mr F Beale Mrs B Bonar 
Cllr B Briscoe TD Cllr I Callely 
Cllr M Carroll Mrs D Clune 
Cllr J Dillon-Byrne Prof J S Doyle 
Cllr P Dunne Cllr B J Durkan TD 
Mr P Finegan Sen A FitzGerald, Aid 
Cllr E Fitzgerald Cllr A Groome 
Dr R Hawkins Cllr F Hynes 
Dr D I Keane Dr P McCarthy 
Prof J McCormick Cllr C Murphy 
Cllr J Reilly Cllr J Sweeney 

APOLOGIES 
Aid B Ahem TD, Mr N Andrews TD, Dr J D Behan 

Cllr O Bennett, Cllr P De Rossa TD, Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick 
Cllr W J Harvey, Cllr P Hickey 

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney 

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 
Mr P B Segrave, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr M Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr J F Reynolds, Finance Officer 
Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer 
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Mr R Keane, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat 
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50/86 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with the family of 
Seamus Griffith, Psychiatric Nurse, St lta's Hospital and with the family of Dr Edward 
Malone, Radiologist, St James's Hospital. 

51/86 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman informed the members that: 
(i) It was proposed to hold a special meeting of the Board to consider the Report 

of the Working Group on the Budget on Wednesday 21 May 1986 at 6 pm in the 
Boardroom, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod. 

(ii) The Kilmullen Enterprise Centre and Duncree Training Hostel at Newcastle 
Hospital, Co Wicklow, would be officially opened on 8 May 1986. 

(iii) The Art Exhibition by the patients of St Loman's Hospital would be opened on 
Thursday 8 May 1986 at 8 pm in the Assembly Hall, St Brigid's School, 
Palmerstown, Dublin 20. 

(iv) Members who wished to attend the Annual Conference of the Association of 
Hearth Boards to be held in Blarney, County Cork from 13 May to 15 May 1986 
should give their names to the Secretary. 

The Chairman, on behalf of the members, congratulated Prof James McCormick on his 
election as President of the Irish College of General Practitioners. 

52/86 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY 
MEETING HELD 3 APRIL 1986 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 3 April 1986, having been circulated, were 
confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hynes. 

53/86 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Dr Hawkins, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 
1. Aid B Ahem TD 

‘To ask the Eastern Health Board if it is proposed to close the Charles Street 
West, Dublin 7 clinic which caters for Tuberculosis and chest complaints and if 
so, what provision is being made for persons attending this clinic'. 
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Reply 
In the past, patients diagnosed as having Tuberculosis in Dublin hospitals, 
whether as inpatients or outpatients, were referred for specialist treatment 
to the Health Board's TB clinics. With improved drugs and treatment the 
need for inpatient treatment has greatly diminished and respiratory 
physicians in the hospitals have tended in recent times to continue to see 
them as outpatients with the result that attendances at the three Health 
Board TB Clinics had decreased greatly. As the majority of general 
practitioners nowadays refer patients requiring chest x-rays to the local 
hospital rather then to Health Board clinics this again has resulted in a 
substantial reduction in the number of cases being x-rayed at the clinics. 
Up to July 1985 there were three tuberculosis clinics in the city (Castle 
Street, Charles Street and Old County Road). Charles Street and Castle 
Street are less than half a mile apart and as neither was operating to 
capacity, it was decided to concentrate the service at Charles Street. This 
move, incidentally, facilitated our Board in providing much needed office 
accommodation in Castle Street for Supplementary Welfare Services. 
By the end of 1985 an average of twelve patients a day were being x-rayed 
at the Old County Road Clinic as against thirty some five years ago. The 
service at Charles Street Clinic was also under-used and could, without 
strain, absorb this work. The service at Crumlin Clinic was therefore 
terminated at the end of February to coincide with the retirement of the 
nurse attached to the clinic. The patients who attended at Crumlin are now 
attending the Charles Street Clinic. 
Twenty-five x-rays per day are now being carried out at Charles Street 
Clinic. 
The future of the tuberculosis service has been the subject of discussion 
between respiratory physicians of the major Dublin general hospitals, the 
Directors of Community Care and the Dublin Medical Officer of Health. It 
was considered that insofar as outpatient services are required, this service 
should be located at OPD Hospital Clinics. This is the situation with regard 
to the delivery of such services in Britain and other Western European 
Countries. These hospital clinics will be attended to by the respiratory 
psysicians and medical officers, radiographers and public health nurses 
from the Board's Community Service. Follow-up of patients and contacts 
will, as heretofore, be carried out by the appropriate Directors of 
Community Care and their staff. Patients will receive all necessary drugs 
from the hospital pharmacies. 
Thirty-seven staff (whole-time and sessional) were assigned to this service. 
As a result of the implementation of these proposals, a more efficient 
service to the public will be effected and a re-deployment of staff to other 
areas of Community Care needs will be achieved. It is hoped that the final 
phase will be concluded by late summer and that the clinic premises at 
Charles Street will be available for other purposes. 



1/5/1986 71 

2. Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick 
'What is St Patrick's, Navan Road, being currently used for, and what are 
the future plans for the same site?' 
Reply 
The Lourdes Unit, St Patrick's Home, Navan Road, (former Isolation Unit) 
has 15 elderly patients, transferred there from Unit J, St Mary's Hospital to 
facilitate progress to Phase 2 of the Young Chronic Sick Project (Unit J). It 
is likely that this portion of the site will be further developed by the 
provision of a custom-built unit for the elderly under the Board's Medium 
Term Capital Development Programme. A sheltered housing development 
for the elderly on this part of the site is also probable. 
Remaining old buildings, most of which have been vacant for some time, 
are located on that part of the site, the development possibilities of which 
are currently being investigated as agreed by the General Hospital 
Committee at its September 1985 meeting. 

3. Cllr I Callely 
Could the Chief Executive Officer advise: 
(i) The number of long-term beds for care of the elderly in the Board's 

area, and the location. 
(ii) The numbers presently on waiting lists. 
(iii) Proposals or development plans for new long-term beds. 
(iv) The number of elderly patients in our care, in long-term, short-term, 

outpatients. 
(v) The geriatricians appointed to the Board's area and the hospitals 

they work from. 
(vi) The psychogeriatricians appointed and from where they work. 
(vii) How many geriatric patients are being cared for by the 

Community Care Teams in the community and what proportion 
of the public health nurses are engaged in home nursing 
duties?' 

Reply 
(i) (a) Eastern Health Board   
 Institutions   
 St Mary's Hospital 173  
 Brú Chaoimhin 185  
 St Brigid's Home 150  
 St Clare's Home 91  
 Clonskeagh Hospital 80  
 District Hospital, Baltinglass 60  
 St Vincent's Hospital, Athy 249  
 St Colman's Hospital 154  
 Wicklow District Hospital 25 1167 
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Welfare Homes 
Ashgrove House, Navan Road 40  
Clarehaven, Ballymun 40  
St Broc's, Clonskeagh 40  
The Orchard, Bray 40 160 

(b) Voluntary Hospitals   

St James's Hospital 225  
James Connolly Memorial Hospital 100  
Leopardstown Park Hospital 65  
Royal Hospital, Donnybrook 229  
Our Lady's Hospice 110 729 

(c) Private and Voluntary Nursing Homes 2835 

4891  Total 

(ii) 586 names on waiting list for Eastern Health Board hospitals 
and homes. 
836 names on waiting list for Voluntary Hospitals. 
80 names on waiting list for Welfare Homes. 
The Board is not aware of any waiting lists held in the 
private and voluntary nursing homes. 

(iii) The Medium Term Programme for Capital Development 
outlined the Health Board's and Department of Health's 
policy for the development of services for the elderly in our 
area. 
A Project Team representative of our Board and the 
Department of Health is at present working on this 
development programme. 

(iv) Number of elderly patients presently being cared for in 
Eastern Health Board institutions: 

Long-term 1327 
Short-term 124 
Outpatients/Day Centres 638 

(v) Name of Geriatrician   Based at 
Dr Noel/Dr Lavan St Mary's Hospital/James 

Connolly Memorial Hospital/ 
St Laurence's Hospital 

Dr Coakley/Dr Walsh St James's Hospital 
Dr Keating St Vincent's Hospital, Elm 

Park, St Columcille's Hospital 
(second appointment being 
processed at present). 
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(vi) One Psychiatrist, Dr R Whitty, with special responsibilty for the 
elderly works from St Brendan's Hospital. 

(vii) Approximately 39% of public health nurses' time is devoted to 
the visitation and care of the elderly. There were approximately 
22,000 elderly persons on the nurses' registers in 1985. 

4. Cllr P De Rossa TD 
‘To ask the Chief Executive Officer to state if he is satisfied with the Fire 
Safety Precautions and the training and numbers of staff available in 
the event of fire in the following institutions: 
St Raphael's, Celbridge, County Kildare 
Stewart's Hospital, Palmerstown, Dublin 20 
St Vincent's Centre, Navan Road, Dublin 7 
St Mary's Hospital, Baldoyle, County Dublin 
Barrett Cheshire Home, 21 Herbert Street, Dublin 2 
St Ita's Hospital, Portrane, County Dublin 
and to indicate the Board's relationship to each institution and what 
funding, or other assistance is provided to each?' 
Reply 
All of the institutions mentioned, with the exception of St Ita's Hospital 
are voluntary institutions. Under the Fire Services Act, 1981, the 
authorities responsible for the management of these institutions are 
obliged to satisfy themselves regarding their fire safety precautions. All 
receive their funds direct from the Department of Health except the 
Barrett Cheshire Home. Their allocations in the current year are as 
follows: 

– St Raphael's, Celbridge - The St John of God Order provide 
services for the mentally handicapped at various centres 
throughout our Board's area. Funding for this institution is 
included in the total allocation of £11.255 million for the mental 
handicap services provided by the Order. 

– Stewart's Hospital, Palmerstown - £6.01 million. 
– St Vincent's Centre, Navan Road - Daughters of Charity provide 

services for the mentally handicapped at various centres 
throughout our Board's area. Funding for this institution is 
included in their total allocation of £8.385 million. 

– St Mary's Hospital, Baldoyle - £0.85 million. 
– Barrett Cheshire Home - Funded directly by our Board - current 

year's allocation - £0.306 million. 
– St Ita's Hospital - Fire safety precautions, staff training and staff 

availability in the event of fire, are under continuing 
consideration. Our Board's Fire Officer visits the hospital on a 
regular basis. Fire instruction is given on a monthly basis by the 
resident Fire Warden. The hospital has an automatic fire 
detection system and staff are available at all times to deal with 
an outbreak of fire. 
The budget estimate for the hospital in the current year is £9.6 
million. 
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5. Cllr P De Rossa TD 
'To ask the Chief Executive Officer to list the vacant buildings 
owned or controlled by the Eastern Health Board, their former use 
and their proposed use?' 
Reply 
Former Dispensary Residence, Arklow 
Being upgraded to serve the Arklow and South Wicklow area. 
Grove House, Celbridge 
Used as private residence prior to purchase by the Board. 
Alternative entrance being provided in accordance with agreement 
with local residents.. To be used as high support hostel. 
Central Mental Hospital - 30-Bed Unit 
The Department of Health has stated that the Government had 
decided that this unit will be made available to Department of 
Justice. 
St Brendan's Estate Houses 
Formerly occupied by nursing staff. In need of repair. Proposed use 
to provide residential accommodation in these houses for 
discharged patients. 
Former RMS Residence, St Ita's Hospital 
Proposed to be adapted to serve as Sector Headquarters, 
Psychiatric Services. 
The Lodge, Old County Road Health Centre, Crumlin 
Former residence for caretaker. Proposed to be used for staff and 
services deployed from Emmet House as a part of the devolution of 
services at present administered centrally. 
Old Health Centre, Limekiln Lane 
A prefabricated building. A local Youth Club has expressed interest 
in using the building as a clubhouse and is considering the matter. 
Former District Medical Officer's Residence, Clane 
Proposed to dispose of the property. 
Former District Medical Officer's Residence, Celbridge 
To be used to provide enhanced health centre facilities. 
Former Health Centre, Ballybrack 
Awaiting upgrading. 
District Medical Officer's Residence, Castledermot 
Under review. 
District Medical Officer's Residence, Johnstownbridge 
To be used to provide enhanced health centre facilities. 
Former Health Centre, Kilcullen 
Has been transferred to KARE (Kildare Association for the Mentally 
Handicapped) who propose to establish a Day Centre for adolescent 
mentally handicapped. 
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Former Health Centre, Carbury 

Under review. 
Former Dispensary, Store Street 
Vacated following discovery of structural faults. The Board's Law Agent 
is in correspondence with the Lessor regarding the disposal of the 
premises. 
Former Community Care Headquarters, 11 - 13 Clonskeagh Road 
To be sold. 
Former Killiney Health Centre 
To be sold. 
Former Health Centre, High Street, Wickiow 
To be sold. 
St Patrick's Home, Navan Road 
Former use: mother and baby home. The Isolation Unit is now occupied 
by fifteen elderly patients transferred from St Mary's Hospital to 
facilitate the construction of the Unit for the young chronic sick. This 
portion of the site may be developed by the provision of a custom-built 
unit for the elderly and some sheltered housing. 
The development possibilities for the remainder of the site are currently 
being investigated, as agreed by the General Hospital Committee at its 
September 1985 meeting. 

6. Cllr P De Rossa TD 
'To ask what steps are being taken to notify people in Finglas of the 
new Family Planning Service in the Eastern Health Board Clinic, 
Ballygall Road East?' 
Reply 
The clinics are provided by family doctors and the Catholic Marriage 
Advisory Council in the Board's premises. We have placed notices 
to this effect in our health centres. The doctors concerned and the 
Catholic Marriage Advisory Council also make their own 
arrangements for bringing the service to the attention of the public. 

7. Dr J D Behan 
'Noting that at its March 1986 meeting, the Board had adopted 
Report S.H.C. 1/1986 'The Proposed Development of a Community 
Based Adult Psychiatric Service' despite the protests of certain of 
its members that it was contrary to Standing Orders to adopt such a 
report without certificate of expenditure from the appropriate 
officer, and noting that the report was adopted on foot of statement 
that it was a preliminary (rather than a final) document to be 
followed up by a formal process of priority listing of the projects 
proposed therein, to ask the Chief Executive Officer to state: 
(a) what list of priorities were furnished by Mr Walsh to the 

Department on or after Friday, 7 March 1986, furnishing a 
copy of the said list; 
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(b) if, and when, these priorities and/or capital projects were 
placed before the Board for ratification and, if not, a 
statement as to why not; 

(c) a statement, in respect of each item furnished, as to its 
estimated cost, by whom estimated and whether this cost 
estimate was the subject of a certificate of expenditure from 
the appropriate officer; 

(d) whether the Chief Executive Officer is satisfied as to it being 
either legal or in conformity with proper procedures for the 
officers of the Board to allocate or commence to incur 
expenditure on capital priorities or capital projects without 
priorreference to the Board?' 

Reply 
Arrangements are being made to make available the information 
requested as soon as possible. 

8. Dr J D Behan 
'To ask the Chief Executive Officer, in relation to all capital 
expenditure by the Board since 1 January 1985 to date, to furnish 
the following: 
(a) a list of all items of capital expenditure in excess of 

£5,000.00; 
(b) a list of all capital projects undertaken or completed since 1 

January 1985; 
(c) the estimated and actual cost of each; 
(d) the date, in respect of each item, that the item was 

considered by the Board and ratified for expenditure; 
(e) whether the item was accompanied by a certificate of 

expenditure?' 
Reply 
Arrangements are being made to make available the information 
requested as soon as possible. 

54/86 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by 
the Board: 
(i) Control of Clinical Trials Bill 1986 

'I have circulated to the members copies of the Control of Clinical 
Trials Bill 1986 together with the explanatory memorandum'. 

(ii) 'I have circulated to the members a copy of letter dated 30 April 
1986 from the Secretary/Manager, James Connolly Memorial 
Hospital, regarding the Proposed Development of a Community 
Based Adult Psychiatric Service (Report No. SHC 1/1986) indicating 
that his Board would be prepared to meet with representatives of 
our Board at an early date to advance proposals relating to the 
planned developments outlined in the Report'. 
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(iii) Proposed Opening of the Acute Psychiatric Unit at Beaumont Hospital 
'Preliminary discussions were held with officers of the Department of 
Health in response to the Department's indication that the Minister for 
Health wished to open the psychiatric unit in Beaumont Hospital at an 
early date. 
We suggested that there should be a meeting between the Beaumont 
Board, the Department and our Board arising from the opening of the 
new non-Eastern Health Board General Hospital in a part of our Health 
Board area in which, through our own staff, we had an established 
psychiatric service with a view to ensuring that a single unified service 
was provided for the area. 
The meeting was held on Tuesday 27 April 1986 when a number of 
issues relating to the opening of the acute psychiatric unit at Beaumont 
Hospital were considered. These included the staffing and service 
arrangements which now need to be made. 
It was agreed that these issues would be considered further by the 
respective authorities and, in this context, our Chairman has arranged 
that the matter will be considered in more detail at the next meeting of 
the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee'. 

(iv) Proposed Closure of St Dympna's Hospital, Carlow 
'I have circulated to the members copies of the following report 
regarding the proposed closure of St Dympna's Hospital Carlow'. 
1. There were two meetings between officers of the Department of 

Health, South Eastern Health Board and Eastern Health Board in 
the matter. 

2. Our Board's position was outlined generally, as follows: 
(a) St Dympna's Hospital, Carlow is a South Eastern Health 

Board institution and the staff employed in the hospital 
and providing community psychiatric services in South 
Kildare are South Eastern Health Board employees. 

(b) Our Board's main concern was in relation to Eastern 
Health Board patients receiving care in the hospital and 
the catchment and future services for them and for 
South Kildare. 

(c) Our Board had adopted the report 'Planning for the 
Future' and would continue to develop services in that 
context. 

(d) It was our Board's policy to assume responsibility for 
the South Kildare area through an orderly transfer of 
services and as resources were made available to us. 

(e) We do not have the resources or facilities to assume this 
responsibility at this time. 

(f) I have reported in the matter to the April Board meeting 
as follows: 
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“I have circulated to the members a copy of a letter dated 27 March 
1986 from the Department of Health regarding the proposed closure 
of St Dympna's Hospital, Carlow, and its implications for our Board. 
The Programme Manager, Special Hospital Can, has appointed a 
small group consisting of Dr Walsh from St Loman's Hospital, Mr 
Tony Harmon, Chief Nursing Officer, St Loman's Hospital, and Miss 
Peg Bennett, former Administrator in St Loman's Hospital, to advise 
him in relation to the implementation of our Board's policy for the 
area. It is intended to present proposals in the matter to the 
Programme Committee in the first instance.” 

(v) Institute of Clinical Pharmacology 
‘The Lease between our Board and the Institute of Clinical 
Pharmacology provided for a yearly rent of £50 per annum 
increasing to a maximum rent of £100 per annum after twenty-one 
years in respect of the site on which the ICP proposes to construct 
permanent buildings. 
Following a revaluation of the site it is proposed to complete a Deed 
of Variation providing for a revised ground rental of £7,000 per 
annum with rental reviews every five years. 
The Lease and Deed of Variation are subject to endorsement by the 
Minister for Health'. 
Cllr Groome expressed the view that our Board should record its 
appreciation of the co-operation received from the Board of James 
Connolly Memorial Hospital. The Chief Executive Officer stated that 
he wished to be associated with the members' expression of 
appreciation. It was agreed to meet with representatives of the 
James Connolly Memorial Hospital Board as proposed in their 
letter. 
The Chairman informed the members that the Control of Clinical 
Trials Bill 1986 would be on the agenda for the June meeting of our 
Board. 

55/86 
IRISH MEDICAL CARE RESOURCES: 
AN ECONOMIC ANLALYSIS BY A. DALE TUSSING 

The Chairman thanked Prof McCormick for his critique on the Tussing 
Report, copies of which had been circulated to the members. 
Following a discussion to which Prof McCormick, Cllr Dillon-Byrne, Dr 
O'Herlihy, Mr Beale, Cllr Reilly and Cllr Briscos contributed it was agreed to 
note the critique. 

56/86 
REPRESENTATION ON THE COUNCIL OF WOMEN'S AID 

On a proposal by Cllr Fitzgerald, seconded by Cllr Groome, it was agreed to 
nominate Mrs D Clune and Cllr J Dillon-Byrne for appointment to the 
Council of Woman's Aid. 
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57/86 
APPLICATION BY DR E O’CONNOR FOR PERMISSION 
TO TAKE ON AN ASSISTANT WITH 
A VIEW TO PARTNERSHIP 

The following Report No. 7/1986 was submitted: 
Application by Doctor Eugene O’Connor, 4 Berkeley Street, Dublin 7, for permission to 
take on an assistant with a view to partnership. 
Dr Eugene O’Connor is participating in the Board’s General Practitioner Service. He 
has a large list of eligible persons and his practice premises are: 4 Berkeley Street, 
Dublin 7. 
In his letter of the 1 November 1985 he expressed a wish to take on an assistant with a 
view to partnership. 
In accordance with paragraph 21 of the circular letter 8/75 dated 9 April 1975 issued by 
the Department of Health, the Irish Medical Organisation were asked for their 
observations on Dr O’Connor's request. The Medical Organisation have stated that 
they have no objection to Doctor O’Connor’s proposal. 
I recommend, subject to the approval of the Board, that Doctor O’Connor’s application 
for an assistant with a view to partnership be granted. 
On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Dr Hawkins, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the report. 

58/86 
APPLICATION BY DR I KEANE FOR PERMISSION 
TO TAKE ON AN ASSISTANT WITH A 
VIEW TO PARTNERSHIP 

The following Report No. 8/1986 was submitted: 
Application by Doctor Ignatius Keane, 27 Wheatfield, Rowlagh, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, 
for permission to take on an assistant with a view to partnership. 
Doctor Ignatius Keane is participating in the Board’s General Practitioner Service. He 
has a large list of eligible persons and his practice premises are: 27 Wheatfield, 
Rowlagh, Clondalkin, Dublin 22. 
In his letter of the 5 November 1985 he expressed a wish to take on an assistant with a 
view to partnership. 
In accordance with paragraph 21 of the circular letter 8/75 dated 9 April 1975 issued by 
the Department of Health, the Irish Medical Organisation were asked for their 
observations on Dr Keane's request. The Medical Organisation have stated that they 
have no objection to Doctor Keane’s proposal. 
I recommend, subject to the approval of the Board, that Doctor Keane’s application for 
an assistant with a view to partnership be granted. 
On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Carroll, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the report. 
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59/86 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

(i) General Hospital Care Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Dillon-Byrne, seconded by Dr O’Herlihy, ft was agreed to 
adopt the Report. 
The Chairman read letter dated 1 May 1986 from the Chairman of Athy Urban 
District Council in which it was stated that members of the Council viewed with 
concern the Health Board's failure to officially advise the Local Authority of the 
decision to close the Maternity Unit and expressing disappointment at the Board’s 
refusal to meet members of the Council on the occasion of the meeting in Athy. 
The Chairman informed the members that the Urban District Council’s request for 
the reception of a deputation had only been conveyed to the Secretary on the 1 
May and that, under Standing Orders, it was not possible to have the matter 
considered by the Board at such short notice. He had, however, offered to arrange 
a meeting with the Chairman and two other members of the Urban District Council 
together with the Town Clerk before the Board meeting but this was not acceptable 
to the Urban District Council. 
A lengthy discussion took place on the Board’s adoption, at its April meeting, of 
the General Hospital Programme Committee’s recommendation, in relation to the 
Maternity Unit that the routine planned work carried out there should be phased out 
with effect from 31 May 1986. Cllrs Groome, Durkan, Reilly, Hynes, Carroll, 
Fitzgerald, Murphy and Briscoe, Prof McCormick, Dr O’Herlihy, Prof Doyle, Mrs 
Clune and Dr Hawkins contributed and Mr Hickey, Programme Manager, General 
Hospital Care and the Chief Executive Officer replied. It was agreed that 
arrangements could be made to hold a meeting of the General Hospital Care 
Committee in St Vincent’s Hospital before the end of May, during which the 
members could meet a deputation from the Athy Urban District Council. It was also 
agreed that, if possible, arrangements should be made to visit the Maternity Unit in 
Portlaoise Hospital following their meeting in St Vincent’s Hospital. 

(ii) Special Hospital Care Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Dillon-Bryre, seconded by Cllr Briscoe, ft was agreed to 
adopt the reports relating to the meetings held on 10 April 1986 and 15 April 1986. 
With regard to the loss of accreditation of the Central Mental Hospital for medical 
training, Dr Hawkins and Prof Doyle proposed that every effort should be made to 
have the hospital re-accredited and that a report be submitted within three months. 

(iii) Community Care Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Dillon-Byrne, seconded by Cllr Hynes, ft was agreed to adopt 
the report. 
The members agreed with the Chairman’s suggestion that, having regard to the 
time (9.15 pm), the remainder of the agenda should be adjourned to the June 
meeting of our Board. 
CORRECT: P B Segrave 

Chief Executive Officer 


