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97 7/11/1985

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
on Thursday 7 November 1985 at 6.00 pm.

PRESENT

Ald B Ahern TD
Mr F Beale
Cllr O Bennett
Cllr B Briscoe TD
Cllr M Carroll
Cllr P De Rossa TD
Cllr P Dunne
Mr P Finegan
Cllr E Fitzgerald
Cllr A Groome
Dr R Hawkins
Mr D Kane
Dr P McCarthy
Cllr C Murphy
Cllr J Sweeney

Apologies
Cllr J Dillon-Byrne, Cllr P Hickey

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr  J Sweeney

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr P B Segrave, Chief Executive Officer -
Mr T P Keyes, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care
Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care
Mr J F Reynolds, Finance Officer
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer
Mr L  P Kavanagh, Personnel  Officer
Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat

Mr N Andrews TD
Dr J D Behan
Mrs B Bonar
Cllr I Callely
Mrs D Clune
Prof J S Doyle
Cllr B J Durkan TD
Sen A FitzGerald 
Ald Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick
Qlr W J Harvey
Cllr F Hynes
Dr D I Keane
Prof J McCormick
Dr B O'Herlihy
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118/85

CONDOLENCES

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with the
following:

(1) Mr Niall Andrews, TD, on the death of his father.

(2) Mr Tom Brady, Chief Ambulance Officer, on the death of his mother.

(3) Mrs Phil Rennick, Ward Sister, Cherry Orchard Hospital, on the death of
her husband.

(4) Mr Philip Heather, Gate Porter, Cherry Orchard Hospital, on the death
of his mother.

(5) The family of the late Mrs Ross, Ward Sister, Clonskeagh Hospital.

119/85

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS
The Chairman informed the members that it was proposed to hold the
December meeting of our Board on Thursday 12 December 1985 at 6 pm, and
that a meeting of the Working Group on the Budget would be held on 22
November 1985 at 11.30 am in St Mary's Hospital.

120/85

C O N F I R M A T I O N OF  MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING
HELD ON 3 OCTOBER 1985

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 October 1985, having been circulated,
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Dr Keane.

(a) Matters arising from the Minutes 
Cllr Durkan referred to the motion on Page 96 regarding the provision
of a permanent health centre at Castledermot, Co Kildare and
requested a report on the cost of acquiring a.house adjacent to the
existing health centre showing the cost of conversion of the premises
to a health centre and a comparison with the cost of the original site.

121/85

QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Carroll, it was agreed to
answer the questions which had been lodged.

Questions
(1) Cllr Mrs J Dillon-Byrne 

How is the Eastern Health Board dealing with the disease AIDS and what
finance has been allocated to this service?

Reply
In reply to a question at our last Board meeting particular aspects of the
response from the health services within our area were given.
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Specifically, the Eastern Health Board has been involved with the authorities of
FDVH/St James's Hospital and the Mater Hospital respectively in a review of
STD clinic requirements, particularly medical staffing. Two new consultant
appointments are proposed, i.e. joint appointments between the hospital
authorities concerned and our Board.

Funding for one post (i.e. that at St James's) has already been approved by the
Minister for Health and funding approval for the second post is under active
consideration.

With regard to prevention measures and the question of health  education and
public information generally these aspects are currently being reviewed and a 
further report will be sumitted to the Board at an early date on programmes of
action considered necessary in our Boards area.

(2)        C//rP Dunne 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer:

(a) To furnish the details of the new regulations for Private Nursing Homes
announced by the Minister for Health.

(b) To report on the implications of the new regulations for the Eastern
Health Board under the following headings:

(i) Cost of providing the services

(ii) Number  of staff required to carry out inspections

(iii) Has the Department of Health made a commitment to finance
the enforcement of the regulations?

Reply
(a) A copy of the new regulations has been circulated to each Board

Member.

(b) The implications of the new regulations for our Board are being
reviewed in detail with the Directors of Community Care and, as
indicated in report dated 17 October 1985 to the General Hospital
Committee, a further report will be made to that Committee when this
review is completed.

The Committee's report will then be put before the Board for
consideration.

(3) Cllr P De Rossa. TD

To give details of the method of calculating the means of applicants for DPMA
and Mobility Allowance with specific reference to income limits, allowances
and excluded income.

Reply
Disabled Persons Maintenance Allowance 
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Disabled Persons Maintenance Allowances are paid under Section 69 of Health
Act 1 9 7 0 and various regulations made there. Section 69 provides for the
payment of maintenance allowances to disabled persons over 16 years of age,
where neither the person or the person's spouse (if any) is able to provide for
his/her maintenance.

Article 4 of the Regulations introduced in 1 9 8 4 specifies that in determining
the amount of a maintenance allowance for a particular person, a health board
shall have regard to the income of that person, the spouse of that person and all
persons in respect of whom that person claims.

The only income which is excluded when assessing an application is Children's
Allowance paid by the Department of Social Welfare and Domiciliary Care
Allowance (for handicapped children) paid by the Health Board.

The maximum rates of DPMA are:

Single £ 4 1 . 5 5 per week
Increase for adult dependent £ 2 3 . 6 0 per week

Increase for child dependent
1st £ 8 .35
2nd £ 9 .55
3 to 5 £ 7 .40 each
6 & over 6 £ 5 .90 each

Mobility Allowance 

Mobility Allowances are paid under Section 61 of the Health Act 1 9 7 0 .

A Mobility Allowance is payable, subject to a means test, to severely
handicapped persons. The means test is similiar to that applied to applicants f c 
DPMA.

The current allowance is £320 per annum.

(4) Cllr Dr 0 Fitzpatrick

To examine St Laurence's Hospital and grounds with a view to relocating
Eastern Health Board headquarters there, and report back to the Board.

Reply
St Laurence's Hospital has been examined by our Board's Architectural
Advisors who have indicated that the cost of converting the building to an
acceptable level of safe and useful usage would be approximately £1.5m
( 1 9 8 2 prices).

At the end of the day we would still not have a building of suitable and
economical utility and design.

Our Board is the only Health Board without a suitable headquarters. To remedy
this our Board decided on the site on the St.Brendan's Campus and work on the
development of this project is at an advanced stage.

(5) Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick 

What is proposed for the Eastern Health Board site at Kildonan Road, (Mellowes
Road, Mellowes Avenue, end) Finglas?
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Reply
The Board has acquired this site for the development of day care services f or
the elderly and handicapped of the Finglas area when funds become available
for this purpose. This site is considered ideal for the Board's purposes as it is
centrally situated and is convenient to shops, church, and public transport. The
proposed centre will cater for thirty to forty people.

(6) Cllr P De Rossa, TD

To ask if the Board would enter negotiations with Mr Nicky McLoughlin, 12
Baikhill Park, Howth who represents the swimmers who use the Fitzgibbons
Bathing Place, Howth with a view to restoring safe access and use of this
traditional bathing area.

Reply
The Fitzgibbon Bathing Place is situated off Balscadden Road near Kilrock
House and is owned by the Board. Access to the Bathing Race is by way of a 
piece of ground attached to Kilrock House, and is separated from the main
grounds by the roadway. It consists of rock cliff and grass covered area,
sloping to the seashore at very steep angles.

Access to the bathing place was by way of an opening in the road boundary
wall. Concern was expressed for the safety of children who might wander onto
our property through the opening. It was decided on legal advice that a locked
gate with a notice warning of the dangerous nature of the area should be
provided.

The site is of no practical value to our Board, and we do not have the authority
to provide or maintain bathing facilities.

i have indicated to Dublin Corporation, the appropriate statutory authority, that
I would be prepared to recommend to the Board that we transfer the property
to them. It would be inappropriate to negotiate otherwise in the interim.

A map of the facility is attached for your information.
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(7) Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer how many chi ldren in the Board's area are:

(a) in long-term care

(b) in short-term foster care

(c) in day foster care

(d) in insti tut ional chi ld care

and the numbers coming into such care in the last year.

Reply

Numbers of Children 

At 30 Aug '85

Coming in to
care during

1984

In long term 
foster cere 

469

110

In short term 
foster cere 

67

309

In dey 
foster cere 

34

79

In institutional 
cere

422

397

Members wil l be aware of our Board's Fostering Resource Group which was set
up in 1977 to develop practice in relation to foster placements. Placement
plans are also scrutinised by a specialist placement group consisting of social
work, administrative and other officers before f inal decisions are made.

The number of removals f rom short-term to other care is minimal: these
removals and their causes are also scrutinised by the placement group.

1 2 2 / 8 5

C H I E F EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

(i) Tallaght Hospital Board 
'The term of office of Mr K Hickey, Programme Manager, General
Hospital Care on the Tallaght Hospital Board wi l l expire on 22 February
1986 .

We have been requested by the Department of Health to forward two
names for consideration by the Minister for Health.

In accordance wi th the usual practice this matter wi l l be on the agenda
for the December meeting of our Board. '

(ii) Loughlinstown Project for the Mentally Handicapped 
The Chief Executive Officer read the fo l lowing letter dated 7 November
1985 which had been received f rom the Private Secretary to the
Minister for Health:

'Barry Desmond, TD Minister for Health & Social Welfare has asked me 
to refer to previous correspondence concerning the Loughlinstown 
Project for the Mentally Handicapped and to say that he is prepared to 
attend a meeting of the Health Board in order to present his views on 
this matter to the entire Board. 
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7

/ would be grateful if you would contact me so that the necessary 
arrangements can be made.' 

The members agreed that a special meeting of our Board should be
arranged at which the Minister for Health could present his views.

123/85

REPORTS OF PROGRAMME COMMITTEES

(i) General Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Dr O'Heriihy it was agreed to adopt the  report.

Following a discussion to which Dr O'Heriihy, Mrs Clune, Prof
McCormick, Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald and Or Hawkins contributed and
to which Mr Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care,
replied, the members agreed with Dr O'Herlihy's suggestion that a 
letter of protest should be sent to Radio Telefis Eireann asking that
the suggestion mat there were 'cosy arrangements' in the matter of
nursing home inspections should be retracted or, alternatively, that
facts and figures should be produced in support of the allegation.

(ii) Special Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr Groome, it was agreed to adopt the report.

Or McCarthy referred to the meeting held at Sunbeam House, Bray on
10 October 1985 and requested that the level of the grant made by the
Board should be re-examined.

Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald requested a report on the payment of Disabled
Person Maintenance Allowances to residents in Sunbeam House.

Following a discussion on the draft report 'Proposed Development of a 
Community Based Adult Psychiatric Service' to which Cllr Groome,
Mrs Fitzgerald, Prof McCormick, Mr Beale, Dr Behan, Mrs Clune, Cllr
Dunne, Dr McCarthy, Cllr Hynes, Mr Finegan, Ald Ahern, Cllr Callely, Dr
Fitzpatrick, Cllr Durkan, Ald FitzGerald, Cllr Harvey, Deputy Andrews,
Cllr De Rossa and Cllr Carroll contributed and to which Prof Browne,
Chief Psychiatrist, Mr Keyes, Programme Manager, Special Hospital
Care and the Chief Executive Officer replied, the following motion was
proposed oy Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald, and seconded by Prof McCormick:

'That the Special Hospital Committee prepare an in-depth report on the 
implementation of the report 'Planning for the Future' giving, so far as 
is possible, costings and a timescale for implementation, and 
examining the feasibility of pilot projects to ensure that any snags in 
the implementation of a community based psychiatric service are 
ironed out at an early stage; and that, in order to assist in the preparation 
of such report, the Committee should consult with staff presently 
working in the psychiatric services, with the Directors of Community 
Care and all other relevant interests'. 

Dr O'Herlihy's amendment, which was seconded by Cllr Dunne, that
the Special Hospital Committee should present an interim report to the
Board at an early date before getting down to the task of working out
costings, a timescale for implementation and the feasibility of pilot
projects, was agreed.
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Cllr Carroll stated that he wished to propose a vote of confidence in the
Chief Executive Officer. His proposal was seconded by Cllr Groome and
agreed.

(iii) Community Care Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, it was agreed to adopt the report.

Following a discussion on the Report of the General Medical
Services (Payments) Board 1984 to which Dr Hawkins, Mrs
Bonar, Dr McCarthy, Dr O'Herlihy, Professor Doyle, Cllrs Callely,
Mrs Fitzgerald, Briscoe and Dunne contributed, it was agreed to
convey to the Department of Health, Prof Doyle's suggestion that
a group should be established to examine ways and means of
having drugs provided at the most economic cost for those who
need them.

Cllr Callely requested a report on the savings which would accrue
to our Board if the various measures proposed regarding, for
example, the restoration of some items to the GMS list, greater
use of generic prescribing, the introduction of nominal charges
for prescriptions and the introduction of repeat prescriptions for
medical card holders were implemented. Cllr Callely also
enquired regarding the savings which had been made out of the
p a r e l l e l  i m p o r t  d r u g s .

124/85

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES

The report of the foltowina Local Committee meetings having been
circulated, were dealt with as follows:

(i) Wicklow Local Committee meeting held on 20 September 1985 

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Dr Hawkins, it was
agreed to note the report.

(ii) Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 10 October 1985 

On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Cllr Callely, it was
agreed to note the report.

(iii) Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 10 October 1985 

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was
agreed to note the report.

On a proposal of the Chairman, it was agreed to adjourn the
remainder of the agenda to the December meeting.

The meeting concluded at 9.15 pm

CORRECT: P B Segrave
Chief Executive Officer




