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34 2/5/1985

 EASTERN HEALTH BOARD

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
on Thursday 4 April 1985 at 6 pm.

PRESENT

Cllr L Belton
Cllr D Browne
Mrs D Clune
Cllr B J Durkan TD
Ald A Fitzgerald
Dr R Hawkins
Dr B O'Herlihy
Cllr F Hynes
Dr D I Keane
Cllr J Sweeney

APOLOGIES

Cllr J Connolly. Cllr T Hand

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr K J Hickey, Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care
Mr M Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care
Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health
Mr J F Reynolds, Finance Officer
Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Officer
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer
Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat

Mrs B Bonar
Dr P McCarthy
Prof J S Doyle
Mr P Finegan
Cllr A Groome
Dr M Henry
Cllr P Hickey
Mr D Kane
Cllr E Stagg
Cllr G Timmins
Cllr W Willoughby
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34/86

CONDOLENCES
On the  proposal of the Chairman a vote of sympathy was passed with the
relatives of the Rev Phelim McCabe, Chaplain, St Clare's Home.

35/85

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 7 MARCH 1985

The minutes of the meeting held on the 7 March 1985, having been circulated,
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Hynes, subject
to the substitution of 'physiotherapy, for 'psychiatric' in Item 31/85 (2).

36/85

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT
Mr K J Hickey, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, read the following report
which was noted by the Board:

(1) Board Meetings, May and June 1985 

'Last year our May Board meeting was held in St Vincent's Hospital,
Athy, Co Kildare and the June meeting was held in St Colman's
Hospital, Rathdrum, Co Wicklow. It may be the members' wish to
continue with this arrangement. If so, perhaps the May meeting could
be held in Rathdrum and the June meeting in Athy.'

(2) Nursing Home Complaint 

'At the March meeting of our Board it was agreed that a Report would
be submitted to the Board regarding conditions in a Nursing Home
about which a document was handed in by Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald at the
February meeting of the Dublin County Local Committee. This matter
has been  fully investigated by the Director of Community Care and his
staff and a Report has been made on the conditions in the Nursing
Home referred to. This report indicates that conditions in this Nursing
Home were found to be satisfactory. The detailed report will be made
available to members on request.'

(3) James Connolly Memorial Hospital 

The Working Group is at present finalising a draft Report to be
circulated to the representatives of the hospital and the Health Board
who met here on 11 January 1985. A further such meeting will be held
later this month.'

(4) Request for meeting with Minister for Social We/fare 

'We have received a letter from the Department of Social Welfare in
response to our Board's request for a meeting with the Minister
regarding  interim payments of Supplementary Welfare Allowance
regretting that, due to other committments, it is not possible for the
Minister to meet our Board at this time.

As an alternative, they state that it would be possible for a meeting to
be arranged with the Department Officials concerned with this matter.

If the members agree a meeting could be arranged for the members of
our Board who have already met the Commission on Social Welfare -
Cllr J Sweeney, Chairman, Prof J McCormick, Dr J D Behan, Mrs B 
Bonar, Cllr F Hynes, Cllr A Groome, Cllr Mrs A Glenn TD, Mrs D Clune.

On the suggestion of Cllr Hickey it was agreed that this matter should
appear as an Agenda item for the May meeting of our Board.
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37/85

NATIONAL YOUTH POLICY COMMITTEE - FINAL REPORT

The following Report No. 6785 was submitted:

Terms of Reference 
In general, the Committee was required to prepare recommendations for a 
National Youth Policy for the Government's consideration. In particular, they
were requested, inter alia, to make proposals on the improvement of the range
and quality of the services available to disadvantaged young people and
effective linkage of child care, welfare, educational, juvenile justice and health
services. (2.1.4)

Co-ordination proposals 

A National Youth Service to be responsible for ensuring provision of mainline
youth services and special services is suggested. In noting that the Minister for
Health has ultimate responsibility for child care and other welfare services
affecting young people, as have the Ministers for Education, for Justice and for
Labour in their respective areas, the Committee recommends that legislation
should provide that co-ordination of the services for young people should take
place by regular meetings of the Ministers concerned and their officials as
determined by the Minister for Education or otherwise by the government.
(12.32)

Legislation is also called for to ensure co-ordination at local level. Local
Committees of the Youth Service are proposed and it is suggested that co-
ordination might be achieved by an exchange of representation between a local
committee and other relevant bodies, such as health boards and Vocational
Educational Committees. (12.33)

Homeless Youth 

The Committee recommend:

(i) the placing of specific statutory duty on either health boards or local
authorities to provide residential facilities for young people

(ii) that this accommodation be supportive, including the assistance of a 
social worker

(iii) that there should be drop-in advice centres for the transient homeless
combined with community youth work

(iv) that the Ministers concerned work out arrangements whereby the
Minister for Social Welfare would direct health boards to pay
Supplementary Welfare Allowances to young homeless persons on need
being established by a responsible social worker. (13.3.11)

Young Travellers 
The Committee endorses the recommendations of the Review Body for
Travelling People, relevant to young travellers, that

(i) health boards should ensure that travellers, particularly mothers and
children receive the health services they need

(ii) travellers with large families living in caravans be informed of the health
hazards of such accommodation

(iii) information be collected on the health status of travellers, particularly
on infant and child deaths (13.4.11)
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The Committee supports the following principles asserted by the
Review Body,

(a) the entitlememt of travellers to the level of health care enjoyed by the
population generally

(b) emphasis on the health of mothers and children

(c) positive discrimination towards travellers by health boards (13.4.11)

The Committee also supports the Review Body's recommendations
regarding:

(1) more social workers especially for travelling families with special
problems, including alcohol

(2) opportunities for young travellers to train as social and community
workers to work with their own people. (13 .4 .1 2)

Disabled Youth 

The Committee acknowledges the wide range of issues covered in the Green
Paper on the Disabled. The Committee recommends to the Minister for Health
the case for sufficient accommodation for severely mentally handicapped
young persons. (13.5 .13)

Substance Abuse 

The Committee strongly supports measures on treatment facilities announced
by the Government including beds at St James's Hospital, a purpose-built
facility at Jervie Street after the move to Beaumont, the development of a 
therapeutic regime suited to the needs of persons from deprived backgrounds
and urgent consultations to provide a suitable facility for boys and girls in the
12 to 16 age group. (13.6.8) . They recommend the establishment of
treatment centres in localities of high abuse.(13.6).

The Committee endorses the proposed introduction of life skills programmes in
schools, both for drugs education and for general personal development.
(13 .6 .18) .

The Committee recommends that programmes be devised with the asssistance
of the Health Education Bureau and the Irish National Council on Alcoholism,
together with representatives of youth and other interests, to combat the
dangers of alcohol abuse. (13.6.23) .

Observations . 

Many of the Report's recommendations, in relation to services for youth in
which this Board has a function, underline the special needs of disadvantaged
young persons. This point is referred to in the sections on the homeless,
travellers and the disabled; it is inherent in the health education
recommendations also.

The trust of these arguments points to a call for discrimination in favour of the
named categories and this would have implications for the deployment of the
Board's resources. The extent to which new central funding might be
comtemplated towards advancing the Committee's recommendations on these
services would be of vital interest to the Board.

This is particularly the case concerning certain of the areas covered by the
Committee's Report which are not yet functions of the Board but which may
become so under the forthcoming Childrens Bill.
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Members of the Board wil l be conscious of the effects of cost-cutt ing on
services in the current year. Any proposals to introduce new services or to re-
d raw priorities in the absence of new resources wi l l have to be considered in
the context of curtailments elsewhere.

Following a discussion to which Prof Doyle and M r s Bonar
contributed,the report was noted.

3 8 / 8 5

' T H E P S Y C H I A T R I C SERVICES - PLANNING FOR T H E F U T U R E '
(REPORT OF S T U D Y GROUP)

It was agreed to refer the Report to the Special Hospital Committee for
discussion and report back to the Board.

3 9 / 8 5

C O - O R D I N A T I N G BODY FOR GENERAL HOSPITAL SERVICES S O U T H -EAST DUBLIN

A N D EAST W I C K L O W

The fol lowing Report 7/85 was submitted:

At the February meeting of our Board, fo l lowing consideration of letter dated 7 
February 1 9 8 5 f rom the Department of Health regarding the establishment of a 
body which would be responsible for the co-ordination of the services provided
by the three general hospitals in the South-East Dublin and East County
Wick low area, the fol lowing were appointed to be members of the proposed
Co-ordinating Body:

Clir M Carroll
Cllr P Hickey
Dr R Hawkins

Cllr J Sweeney
Mr K J Hickey

At the March of our Board Cllr P Hickey informed the members that he was
prepared to wi thdraw his name so that a Consultant f rom St Columcille's
Hospital could be appointed to fill one of our Board's f ive places on the Co-
ordinating Body.

Following consultation wi th the staff concerned Mr Declan Magee, Consultant
Surgeon, is recommended for appointment as one of our Board's
representatives on the Co-ordinating Body.

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Dr Hawkins , it was agreed to
adopt the Report.

4 0 / 8 5

PROCEEDINGS OF V I S I T I N G C O M M I T T E E

On the suggestion of the Chairman it was agreed to take the Report of the
Visit ing Committee meeting held in Naas Hospital on 12 March and the
Committee's recommendation regarding a deputation to the Minister for Health
simultaneously w i th the motion which had been tabled by Dr P McCarthy.

The fol lowing motion was then proposed by Dr P McCarthy, seconded by Cllr
Groome, and agreed:
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That this Board requests an urgent meeting with the Minister for Health to
discuss solely: The Development of Naas Hospital.'

41/85

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES

The Reports of the following Local Committee meetings, having been
circulated, were dealt with as follows:

1. Dun Laoghaire Local Committee meeting held on 12 March 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Willoughby, seconded by Mrs Bonar the
report was noted.

2. Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 14 March 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report
was noted.

3 . Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 14 March 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Groome, seconded by Cllr Durkan, the
report was noted.

4. Dublin City Local Committee meeting held on 25 March 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Timmins, the report
was noted.

42785

NOTICE OF MOTION

The following motion was proposed by Cllr A Fitzgerald and seconded by
Cllr E Stagg:
That in relation to a new water main at present being laid at Harold's Cross
Cottages, Dublin 6, that the Housing Repair Scheme (funded by the
Department of Environment and administered by the Eastern Health Board) be
used to install new plumbing for the following cottages occupied by the elderly,
9, 1 1 , 36. 43. 44, 46, 47. 48. 49 & 50. Harold's Cross Cottages, Dublin 6,
(these have already been subsidised at £50 per cottage, the connection fee due
to Dublin Corporation).'

Following a discussion to which Ald Fitzgerald and Cllr Stagg
contributed, Mr Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care
Service, stated that all possible assistance would be given to elderly
people in the Harold's Cross area who were experiencing difficulty in
meeting the cost of installation of necessary plumbing in their homes.
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43/85

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm.

CORRECT: K J Hickey

Deputy Chief Executive Officer

 Chairman




