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122 7/10/1982 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
of the Eastern Health Board held in 

the Boardroom, St Brendan's Hospital 
on Thursday, 7 October 1982 at 6.30 pm 

PRESENT 

Mr N Andrews TD  
Ald B Ahern TD  
Dr J D Behan  
Clr L Belton  
Mrs B Bonar  
Dr M Butler  
Clr M Carroll 
Mrs D Clune 
Clr E Doyle  
Prof J S Doyle 
Dr R J Draper  
Mr P Finegan  
Ald A FitzGerald TD 
Clr M Freehill  
Mr J Gahan 

Clr Mrs A Glenn  
Clr A Groome  
Clr THand  
Dr R Hawkins  
Clr P Hickey PC  
Clr F Hynes  
Mr D Kane  
Dr D I Keane  
Dr P McCarthy 
Prof J McCormick 
Dr B Powell  
Clr E Stagg  
Cllr J Sweeney  
Clr G Timmins TD 

APOLOGY 
Dr J Buttimer 

IN THE CHAIR 
Clr Mrs A Glenn 

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr P B Segrave  
Mr F J Donohue  
Mr T Keyes  
Mr K Hickey  
Mr J F Reynolds 
Mr L Kavanagh 
Mr G Brennan  
Prof B O'Donnell 
Mr C Mansfield 
Miss M McGahern 
Mr R Keane 

Miss M Kelly  
Mr P J Swords  
Mr J Doyle 
Mr A O'Brien 
Mr M O'Connor 
Mr M Cummins 
Miss E Larkin 
Miss S Keegan 
Dr G Gorman  
Dr L O'Se  
Dr A O'Driscoll 
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135/82 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman introduced Mr Gerry Brennan who had taken up duty as Technical 
Services Officer on 1 October 1982 and welcomed him to his first meeting of the 
Board. 

136/82 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 
(a) MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 2 SEPTEMBER 1982, and 
(b) SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 16 SEPTEMBER 1982 

The minutes having been circulated were confirmed, as amended, on a proposal by 
Or Sweeney, seconded by Dr McCarthy. 

137/82 

QUESTIONS 

On a proposal by Clr Carroll, seconded by Prof Doyle, it was agreed that the 
questions lodged should be answered. 

Dr Behan agreed to withdraw the question which ha had tabled. 

(i)       Cllr. Sweeney 
"That the Chief Executive Officer tell this Board how many dispensaries or 
health centres in the Wicklow and Kildare areas of the Board are used by 
general practitioners, what facilities are provided and how much each 
general practitioner contributes to the Board for the use of the particular 
premises and the facilities therein." 

Reply 
"The Dept of Health circular on the re-organisation of the general medical 
service includes the following provisions regarding the use of health 
centres by general practitioners: 

'Practice premises - use of official premises 

Participating doctors may be offered facilities to practise in existing health 
centres, dispensaries or other health board accommodation. Where a 
permanent district medical officer occupies a dispensary residence he will be 
allowed to continue in occupation as long as he participates in the new 
service in the area concerned. Where a dispensary and residence are sited 
together only the doctor occupying the residence will have a right to use that 
dispensary. 

No charge will be made to a dispensary doctor with automatic right of 
participation using a health centre, dispensary or other health board premises. 
An appropriate negotiated contribution towards running expenses will be 
made by other practitioners availing of such facilities but they would be 
provided free of charge for approved partnerships or group practices..." 

The number of health centres used by general practitioners in Counties 
Wicklow and Kildare is as follows: 

Twenty-three health centres in the Co Wicklow area are used by five former 
district medical officers and four group practices/partnerships 
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who are not chargeable, and five general practitioners who are chargeable. 

Twenty health centres in the Co Kildare area are used by eight former 
district medical officers who are not chargeable and eight general 
practitioners who are chargeable. 

The normal facilities provided during clinic sessions are, use of surgery, 
waiting area, toilets, telephones, heat and light; premises are cleaned. 

Charges to non-exempted practitioners are as follows: 
For sessions morning or afternoon on any weekday ... £2 per session 

The following additional charges are made where appropriate: For use 
of telephone where the 

doctor has two or more sessions per week........................£ 1 per week 

For use of telephone where the 
doctor has three or more sessions per week ............................ £2 per week 

Where a receptionist is on duty in the 
health centre: [there will be very few of these)..........................£3 per week 

The Board's Law Agent is at present preparing a revised form of agreement 
to be completed by each general practitioner using the Board's health 
centres. 

(ii)       Cllr. Sweeney 

"That the CEO tell the Board when it is proposed to proceed with the 
building of a new health centre at Blessington." 

Reply 
"Our Board in February 1982 approved the sale of the dispensary 
residence at Blessington with the proviso that the proceeds of the sale 
would be used to build a health centre there. The sanction of the Minister 
for Health is awaited. 

In June 1980 our Board submitted a plan, cost plan and working drawings 
to the Department of Health for approval to proceed to the next stage of 
planning which would be the preparation of the bill of quantities and 
seeking of tenders. The approval of the Department of Health is awaited. 

138/82 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer road the following report which was agreed by the 
Board: 

(i) "St Columcille's Hospital 

A meeting of the visiting committee for St Columcille's Hospital has been 
convened by the Chairman, Or John Sweeney, for 14 October 1982 at 3 pm 
to review the up-to-date position regarding staffing at consultant level and 
related matters. I expect that, following that meeting, we will be in a 
position to have a report available for formal consideration by the Board. 



7/10/1982 125 

(ii)        Naas Hospital 

I am pleased to inform the Board that the following permanent consultant 
appointments have recently been publicly advertised through the Local 
Appointments Commission: 

1 General Surgeon;    1 General Physician;    1 Anaesthetist; 1 
Radiologist. 

These appointments will replace existing long standing temporary 
arrangements and represent a significant step forward in putting the 
services at Naas Hospital on a sound footing in accordance with the 
decision to develop it as a general hospital 

Further consultant appointments, as approved by Comhairle na nOspideal, 
will be made in line with such developments. 

No further progress has been made with regard to the establishment of a 
project team since the terms of the Board's decision at the August meeting 
(minute 106/82) were conveyed to the Minister for Health." 

Following a briaf discussion on tha project team for Naas Hospital, to 
which Cllrs Stagg and Groome contributed and to which Mr Hicltey, 
Programme Manager, General Hospital Care, replied, the following motion 
was proposed by CIr Stagg, seconded by CIr Groome, and 

"That the procedures outlined by Mr Hickey for the setting up of a Project 
Team for Naas Hospital be adopted and that it be arranged that the hospital visiting 
committee meet on a regular basis in Naas to recelve reports from the Project 
Team." 

139/82 

REQUEST FROM ST JAMES'S HOSPITAL BOARD FOR 
APPROVAL IN PRINCIPLE TO PROPOSED PRIVATE HOSPITAL 

The following letter dated 29 September 1982 from the Chief Executive Officer,   St   
James's   Hospital,   which   had   been   circulated,   was considered 

"It is the policy of the St James's Board that facilities should be provided to 
enable the consultant medical staff to undertake private practice at the 
hospital. 

The Hospital Board has had under examination the question of how these 
facilities can be provided and at its meeting on September 24 it considered 
the enclosed report which sets out the options open to the Board in this 
regard. 

The Board decided to approve in principle the provision of an independent 
free standing facility in the grounds of St James's Hospital in accordance with 
the terms of the enclosed motion. 

In this connection I would draw your attention to the reference in the motion 
and in the report to the need for further studies to be carried out before 
substantive and final decisions on the matter can be taken. One of the most 
important studies will be on a detailed appraisal of the impact of the proposed 
private hospital at the new St James's Hospital. 
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Because such further studies would require a considerable amount of time 
and expense by both the Hospital Board and any independent contractors, 
it is necessary to take a decision at this stage as to whether the principle of 
private practice in such a facility is acceptable to the Hospital Board and to 
the Eastern Health Board as the "superior landlord". 

At the request of the St James's Board I am writing to formally request the 
Eastern Health Board to indicate whether in principle it would be prepared 
to sub-lease a portion of the site (to be identified) for this purpose." 

TERMS OF MOTION PUT TO AND AGREED BY THE BOARD OF ST 
JAMES'S HOSPITAL AT ITS MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 24, 1982 

That: 

St James's Hospital Board agrees in principle to the erection on the site of 
a free-standing hospital unit of the order suggested in which fee-paying 
patients will receive private attention on the understanding that it is 
accepted by all concerned: 

1. that the primary objective and function of the new St James's 
Hospital is the provision for eligible patients without charge of a 
comprehensive efficient medical, surgical and related hospital service 
within the scope of the statutory provisions under which these services are 
provided; 

2. that after all the requirements of the foregoing have been met, 
provision may then be made for facilities for consultants to engage in 
private practice either within the new St James's Hospital and/or in any 
separate special unit which may be erected on the site by the Hospital 
Board itself and/or by any private consortium subject to the approval of the 
St James's Hospital Board, the Eastern Health Board and the Minister for 
Health, and 

3. that implicit in this is the expectation that further studies will be 
necessary leading to presentation of a substantive proposal to erect a free-
standing facility which, if it appears to be adverse in its impact upon the 
new St James's Hospital and its services to the public, can expect to be 
rejected and which, if it is not adverse and is otherwise acceptable, can 
expect to be approved by the Hospital Board, 

and accordingly I propose the adoption of the report before the Board. 

Following a lengthy discussion to which Drs Behan, Powell, McCarthy, 
Butler, Draper and Keane, and Clrs Stagg, Freehill and Hynes, Prof 
McCormick, Mr Finegan, Ald Ahern, Ald FitzGerald and Prof Doyle 
contributed, and to which Mr Hickey, Programme Manager, General 
Hospital Care, replied. It was agreed that consideration of the request from 
St James's Hospital should be deferred until the November meeting of the 
Board. The members requested the Chief Executive Officer to prepare a 
report for consideration in conjunction with the request from St James's 
Hospital. 
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140/82 

PROCEEDINGS OF VISITING COMMITTEE 

The report of the Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held in Area 2 
(Clonskeagh) on 18 August 1982, on a proposal by CIr Freehill, seconded by CIr 
Sweeney, was noted. 

CIr Freehill drew the attention of the members to the Committee's agreement that 
the offer of a site in Fenian Street from Dublin Corporation should be pursued and 
that the building of a new health centre in the Pearse Street area should be a 
priority. 

CIr Stagg complimented the Director of Community Care and his team on the way in 
which the Community Care area had been organised into five districts and asked 
that the report which the Director had circulated at the Visiting Committee meeting 
should be sent to each member of the Board. 

141/82 

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES 

The  reports  of the  following   Local   Committee  meetings,   having  been 
circulated, were dealt with as follows: 

(i) Wicklow Local Committee meeting held on 16 July 1982 

On a proposal by Or Sweeney, seconded by Prof Doyle, the report was 
noted. 

CIr Sweeney referred to the request that Wicklow representatives should 
be allowed to attend meetings or the Kildare Local Committee as 
observers. CIr Stagg stated that representatives from Wicklow would be 
welcome at meetings of the Kildare Local Committee. The Chief Executive 
Officer was asked to examine the proposal to see how it might be 
implemented. 

(ii)        Kildare  Local  Committee  Meeting   held  on   9   September   1982. 

             On a proposal by CIr Stagg, seconded by CIr Hynes, the report was noted, 
(iii)        
(iii) Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 9 September 1982. 

On a proposal by CIr Carroll, seconded by CIr Sweeney, the report was 
noted. 

(iv) Dun Laoghaire Local Committee meeting held on 14 September 1982. On a 
proposal by Or Carroll, seconded by CIr Freehill, the report was noted. 

CIr Freehill referred to the Committee's request that reports of the Visiting 
Committee to St Columcille's Hospital should be sent to the Local 
Committee when they had been presented to the Health Board. The Chief 
Executive Officer stated that the Committee's request deserved careful 
consideration. 

CIr Sweeney stated that he was not in favour of acceding to the request 
and that members of the Dun Laoghaire Local Committee who are 
members of the Hearth Board can attend meetings of the Visiting 
Committee at St Columcille's Hospital. 
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142/82 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

The following motion was proposed by Mrs Bonar: 

(a) "That this Board expresses its concern at the lack of consultation between 
the Health Education Bureau and the Eastern Health Board regarding the 
contents of the publication The Book of the Child which is at present being 
distributed through the Health Boards." 

(b) "That in future all publications from the Health Education Bureau for 
distribution to the public through the Health Boards be submitted to the 
Board beforehand for its approval." 

The motion was seconded by Prof Doyle and, following a discussion to which Mrs 
Bonar, CIr Stagg, Prof Doyle, CIr Freehill. Dr Behan, CIr Mrs Glenn and Dr Butler 
contributed, was agreed. 

143/82 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The following correspondence, which had been circulated, was noted: 
(i) Letter 14 September 1982 from Dublin Corporation regarding the 

provision of facilities for slow learners (children) at the new health 
centre at Wellmount Park, Finglas. 

(ii) Letter 23 September 1982 from the Department of Health regarding 
the Board's representation on the Beaumont Hospital Board. 

144/82 

PROPOSED NATIONAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

The documentation relating to the proposal National Community Development 
Agency, which had been circulated for the special meeting of the Board held on 16 
September 1982 was noted. 

145/82 

STATEMENT ISSUED BY MINISTER FOR HEALTH IN RELATION 
TO CASES OF NON-ACCIDENTAL INJURY TO CHILDREN 

This matter was considered by the Board in committee. Mrs Bonar and Dr Behan 
expressed the members' appreciation of the way in which the Board's staff were 
dealing with the very difficult problems presented to them in relation to cases of non-
accidental injury to children. 

Prof Doyle referred to the draft revised guidelines regarding non-accidental injury 
to children which had been received from the Department of Health and which had 
been circulated to the members and proposed that they be noted. 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that he appreciated the members' remarks 
regarding the Board's staff who were dealing with very complex human problems 
on a regular basis, and who would be reassured by the confidence expressed by 
the members in the manner in which they performed their duties. 

The Chief Executive Officer said that it was important to review such serious 
incidents and to see what could be learned from them. 




