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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
of the Eastern Health Board held in the Boardroom, St Brendan's 

Hospital, 
on Thursday 1 October 1981 at 6 pm. 

PRESENT 

Ald B Ahern TD 
 Dr J D Behan 
 Cllr L Belton 
 Mrs B Bonar 
 Cllr D Browne  
Cllr M Carroll  
Cllr E Doyle  
Prof J S Doyle 
 Cllr M Freehill  
Cllr Mrs A Glenn TD 
Cllr A Groome  
Cllr T Hand PC  
Mr K Harrington 

Cllr F Hynes 
Ms N Kearney 
Cllr T Leonard 
Prof J McCormick 
Sr Columba McNamara 
Mr M Matthews 
Dr A Meade 
Dr B Powell 
Cllr H Reilly 
Cllr J Sweeney 
Cllr G Timmins TD 
Dr J Walker 

APOLOGIES 

Ald A FitzGerald 

IN THE CHAIR 

Cllr D Browne 

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr PB Segrave  
Mr T Keyes  
Mr F J Donohue 
Mr K Hickey 
Mr J Sadlier  
Mr P J Swords 
Prof B O'Donnell 
Prof I Browne 
Mr P I Lyons 

Mr M O'Connor 
Miss A Flanagan 
Mr A O'Brien 
Mr K Ward  
Mr M Cummins 
Mr J Leech 
Miss B Kelly  
Miss S Keegan 



124/81 

CONDOLENCE 
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The Chairman informed the members of the recent death of Mrs Mona Hennessy, 
sister of Or P J Lord. Medical Officer, Baltinglass Hospital. The members stood in 
silence as a mark of respect to the deceased. 

125/81 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 3 September 1981. having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Sweeney, seconded by Cllr Hynes. 

The minutes of the special meeting held on 17 September 1 981, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Or Powell, seconded by Mr Harrington. 

126/81 

QUESTION 

On a proposal by Cllr Sweeney, seconded by Cllr Doyle, it was agreed that the 
Chief Executive Officer answer the question lodged. 

Mi Kevin Harrington 
m Would the CEO inform the Board what progress, if any, has been made in the 

correspondence with the hospitals in the matter of improved visiting hours for 
relatives of patients." 

Answer 
'The Board's views in relation to existing visiting arrangements were conveyed to the 

hospitals involved and progress has been made in relation to improvement of 
afternoon visiting hours. We are still in correspondence with some of the hospitals 
and final information regarding their improved visiting arrangements is still 
awaited." 

127/81 
PROCEEDINGS OF VISITING COMMITTEES 

The reports of the following Visiting Committees having been circulated, were dealt 
with as follows: 

(i) No. 2 Visiting Committee meeting held in St Brendan's Hospital 
on 12 August 1981 

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Mrs Bonar, the report was noted. 

(ii) Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held in Athy on 
19 August 1981 

On a proposal by Or Walker, seconded by Cllr Sweeney, the report was 
noted. 

(iii)        No. 2 Visiting Committee meeting held in Bru Chaoimhin on 25 
August 1981 

On a proposal by Cllr Sweeney, seconded by Cllr Freehill, the report was 
noted. 
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(iv)        No. 4 Visiting Committee meeting held in the Legion of Mary Hostel, North 
Brunswick Street, on 26 August 1981 

On a proposal by Cllr Hand, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report was 
noted. 

(v) No.   1   Visiting Committee meeting held  in  the  District  Hospital, 
Wicklow on 28 
August 1981 

On a proposal by Cllr Timmins, seconded by Cllr Sweeney, the report was 
noted. 

(vi)        No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting held in St Ita's Hospital on 14 
September 1981 

On a proposal by Cllr Doyle, seconded by Cllr Reilly, the report was 
noted. 

In response to a request from Cllr Reilly, Mr Keyes undertook to prepare and 
circulate a statement regarding the Board's expenditure of funds received from the 
EEC Social Fund. 
Following a discussion to which Cllrs Doyle, Freehill, Reilly, Mr Matthews and Prof 
McCormick contributed, the members agreed to the setting up of a Project Team to 
examine and report on the services in the Hospital. 

128/81 
APPLICATION BY DR SEAN O'FLANAGAN, 70 
TERENURE ROAD EAST, DUBLIN 6 TO TAKE ON A 
PARTNER 

The following report no. 33/1981 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted: 

Dr Sean 0'Flanagan, 70 Terenure Road East, Dublin 6 is participating in the Board's 
General Practitioner Service. His practice premises are at (1) Bride Street Health 
Centre and (2) 70 Terenure Road East, Dublin 6. 

In his letter of the 20 July 1981 he expressed a wish to take on a partner. He has a 
large list of eligible persons and the average number of eligible persons per doctor 
in the area is reasonably high. 

In accordance with paragraphs 21/22 of circular letter 8/75 dated the 9 April 1975 
issued by the Dept of Health, the Irish Medical Association and the Medical Union 
were asked for their observations on Dr O'Flanagan's request. In letters dated the 19 
and 21 August 1981 the Medical Union and the Irish Medical Association 
respectively stated that they had no objection to Doctor O'Flanagan's proposal. 

I recommend, subject to the approval of the Board, that Dr O'Flanagan's request be 
approved and that a partner for Dr O'Flanagan be selected in accordance with the 
procedure laid down in paragraphs 21/22 of the Department's circular letter 8/75 
dated 9 April 1975. The relevant extract from this letter is as follows: 

"21. The creation of a position as partner or as an additional member of a group 
practice, or as an assistant with a view to partnership for the purpose of the 
General Medical Service will be subject to the approval of the Health Board. 
In considering any such proposal the Board shall have regard to the total 
practice of the applicant. Before giving approval the Board must be 
satisfied: 
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(a) that the creation of the position is preferable to the creation of an 
additional position which could be filled by open competition in the 
normal way; and 

(b) that the creation of the position will not result in the admission of a 
particular person into the General Medical Service while other equally well 
or better qualified persons are not given a reasonable chance to compete. 
Where the Chief Executive Officer proposes to seek the approval of the 
Board to the creation of a position as partner, or an additional member of a 
group practice or as an assistant with a view to partnership, he shall, 
before doing so, consult the medical organisations. 

 22.       Where a Health Board agrees to the creation of a partnership or an 
 addition to a group practice or the recruitment of an assistant with a 

view to partnership the position will be advertised in the normal way, 
 but the doctor or doctors involved or a nominee of the doctor or doctors 

involved in the proposed taking in of a partner, or additional member or 
assistant, will be entitled to sit on the selection board. The selection 

 board shall pay due regard to any objection of this representative to the 
 giving of the post to a particular individual or individuals. If the Board 

considers  it  desirable  it  may   not  recommend  any  candidate  for 
appointment. " 

On a proposal by Dr Walker, seconded by Prof Doyle, it was agreed that the 
proposal contained in the report be approved. 

129/81 
APPLICATION BY DR BERNARD FITZSIMONS, 
LIMERICK ROAD, NAAS, CO KILDARE TO TAKE 
ON AN ASSISTANT WITH A VIEW TO PARTNERSHIP 

The following report no. 34/1981 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted: 

Dr Bernard Fitzsimons. Limerick Road, Naas. Co Kildare is participating in the 
Board's General Practitioner Service. His practice premises are at (1) Health 
Centre, Sarto Road, Naas, and (2) Limerick Road, Naas 

In his letter of the 27 Jjly 1981 he expressed a wish to take on an assistant with a 
view to partnership. He has a large list of eligible persons and the average number 
of eligible persons per doctor in the area is high. 

In accordance with paragraphs 21/22 of circular ■etter 8/75 dated 9 April 1975 
issued by the Dept of Health, the Irish Medical Association and the Medical Union 
were asked for their observations on Dr Fitzsimons' request. In letters dated the 18 
and 21 August 1981 the Medical Union and the Irish Medical Association 
respectively stated that they had no objection to Doctor Fitzsimons' proposal. 

I recommend, subject to the approval of the Board, that Dr Fitzsimons' request be 
approved and that an assistant for Dr Fitzsimons be selected in accordance with 
the procedure laid down in paragraphs 21122 of the Department's circular letter 
8/75 dated 9 April 1975. The relevant extract from this letter is as follows: 

"21. The creation of a position as partner or as an additional member of a group 
practice, or as an assistant with a view to partnership for the purpose of 
the General Medical Service will be subject to the approval of the Health 
Board. In considering any such proposal the Board shall have regard to 
the total practice of the applicant. Before giving approval the Board must 
be satisfied: 
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(a) that the creation of the position is preferable to the creation of an 
additional position which could be filled by open competition in the 
normal way; and 

(b) that the creation of the position will not result in the admission of a 
particular person into the General Medical Service while other equally well 
or better qualified persons are not given a reasonable chance to compete. 
Where the Chief Executive Officer proposes to seek the approval of the 
Board to the creation of a position as partner, or an additional member of 
a group practice or as an assistant with a view to partnership, he shall, 
before doing so, consult the medical organisations. 

22. Where a Health Board agrees to the creation of a partnership or an addition to 
a group practice or the recruitment of an assistant with a view to 
partnership the position will be advertised in the normal way, but the 
doctor or doctors involved or a nominee of the doctor or doctors involved 
in the proposed taking in of a partner, or additional member or assistant, 
will be entitled to sit on the selection board. The selection board shall pay 
due regard to any objection of this representative to the giving of the post 
to a particular individual or individuals. If the Board considers it desirable 
it may not recommend any candidate for appointment." 

On a proposal by Prof Doyle seconded by Cllr Groome it was agreed that the 
proposal contained in the report be approved. 

 

130/81 
PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES 

Reports of the following Local Committees, having been circulated, were dealt with 
as follows: 

(i) Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 16 July 1981 

On a proposal by Cllr Groome, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report was 
noted. 

(ii) Wicklow Local Committee meeting held on 1 7 July 1981 
On a proposal by Cllr Sweenev, seconded by Cllr Timmins. the report was 
noted. 

Cilr Freehill expressed her suppon for the motion regarding an analysis of 
health, social and housing needs for disabled persons in remote areas in 
County Wicklow. 

It was agreed that the following motion, in tha name of Cllr A Groome, 
would be considered at the November meeting: 

'That a Project Team be set up to aavance the development of Naas 
Hospital.' 

Cllr Freehill also expressed her support for the resolution which 
recommended that all persons undergoing vocational rehabilitation be paid 
the training/rehabilitation allowance until such time as the 
training/rehabilitation allowance recommended by the Standards Report of 
the National Rehabilitation Board is introduced. Following a discussion to 
which Cllr Freehill and Dr Walker contributed, Mr Oonohue undertook to 
examine the matter and establish the number of people involved. 
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(iii)        Dun Laoghaire Local Committee meeting held on 1 September 1981 

On a proposal by Cllr Doyle, seconded by Cllr Carroll, the report was 
noted. 

(iv)        Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 7 September 1981 

On a propoasl by Cllr Hand, seconded by Cllr Reilly the report was noted. 

(v) Dublin City Local Committee meeting held on 8 September 1981 

On a proposal by Mrs Bonar, seconded by Cllr Hynes the report was noted. 

Following a discussion on a motion which had been passed by the 
Committee regarding the amendment of legislation so as to impose heavier 
penalties on drug offenders, to which Mrs Bonar, Cllr Reilly and Cllr Mrs 
Glenn contributed, it was agreed to invite Dr Michael Kelly of the Drug 
Advisory and Treatment Centre in Jervis Street Hospital and Inspector 
Denis Mullins of the Garda Drug Squad, to address the members on the 
occasion of the November meeting of the Board. 

131/81 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

(i)   The following motion was proposed by Cllr J Sweeney, seconded by Cllr T 
Hand: 

* Where a mentally handicapped person has free travel, the accompanying 
parent or guardian of this person should also have the same facility. * 

Following a discussion to which Cllrs Hynes, Freehill, Reilly, Mrs Glenn and Mrs 
Bonar contributed, the motion was agreed unanimously. It was also agreed that the 
terms of the motion should be conveyed to the Minister for Health and Social 
Welfare. 

(ii)   The following motion was proposed by Cllr H Reilly and seconded by Cllr 
M Carroll 

*That this Board takes whatever steps are necessary to ensure that Asthma 
is regarded as a long-term illness and enable the sufferer to be entitled to a 
drug card to cover the expense of medicine." 

Following a discussion to which Prof Doyle, Cllrs Sweeney, Freehill and Reilly and 
Dr Walker contributed, the motion was agreed unanimously. It was also agreed to 
request the Minister for Health to include Asthma in the approved list of long-term 
illnesses. 
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(iii)   The following motion was proposed by Mrs B Bonar, and seconded by Mr 
K Harrington: 

*That the Eastern Health Board fully supports the Irish Pharmaceutical Union 
in its campaign to protect pharmacists from burglary, particularly day-time 
'break-ins' which have escalated drastically over the past year; and that, in 
this respect, the Board, in consultation with pharmacists, should give 
special attention to the location of (a) existing hospital pharmacies and (bl 
pharmacies in proposed hospital extensions or where new ones are being 
planned." 

The motion was agreed unanimously. 

132/81 

CORRESPONDENCE 

(1) Letter dated 18 September 1981, ref. AD/11/80 from the Dept of Social 
Welfare giving details of the national Fuel Scheme for 1981/82 which had 
been circulated was noted. 

(2) The Secretary read letter dated 18 September 1981 from the Dept of Health, 
regarding the Board's request to the Minister for the reception of 
deputations to discuss capital requirements and the Care of the Aged 
Report stating that the Minister would be in touch with the Board without 
delay as soon as the capital allocation for 1982 has been determined by the 
Government. 

The meeting concluded at 8 pm. 

Correct:    P B Segrave 
Chief Executive Officer 

CHAIRMAN 




