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EASTERW HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Meeting of Eastern Health Board Committee on 
St. Brendan's Hospital held on 1st Mar 1980 in the Boardroom, 
St. Brendan's Hospital, Grangegorman at 7.30 p.m. 

PRESENT 

Ald. B. Ahern, T.O. 
Cllr. L. Be It or., T.D. 
Cllr. D. Browne 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Cllr. J. Connolly, P.C. 
Prof. J.S. Doyle 
Cllr. B.J. Durkan 
Ald. A. Fi tzgerald 
Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Mr. H. Harrington 
Cllr. P. Hickey, P.C. 

Cllr. F. Hynes 
Ms. K. Kearney 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Prof. J. McCormick 
Sr. Columba McMamara 
Dr. A. Meade 
Cllr. M. Freehill 
Cllr. E. Stagg 
Cllr. J. Sweeney 
Cllr. G. Timmons, T.D. 
Dr. J. Walker 

APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE 

Mr. H. Corrigan and Cllr. Mrs. M. Waugh 

IN THE CHAIR 

Ald. A. Fitzgerald 

O F F I C E R S IN ATTENDANCE 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

J.J. Nolan 
F . J . Donohue 
T. Keyes 
J . S a d l i e r 
J. F. Reynolds 
R. I. Lamb 
F . J . Swords 

Mr. F. McCullough 
Mr. J. Clarke 

Mr. J. Doyle 
Mr. P.I. Lyons, 
Mr. T. McManus 
Prof. B. O'Donnell 
Mr. C. Mansfield 
Mr. A. O'Brien 
Miss T. Downes 
Mr. M. Cummins 

56/80 Mr. McCullough told the members that the Board had taken a policy 
decision two years ago to Tacate units 2, 4, 7, and 8 in St. Brendan's Hospital 
holding 140 patients. These units would not be suitable for use again and were 
to be phased out. Two divisions in the hospital were being renovated to take 
the patients and work was almost complete and the gradual transfer of patients 
was starting but the collaspe of the ceiling in unit had accelerated the need 
for transfer and this had to be done immediately. Because the other units were 
not fullv ready there was a urgent need for about fiftv beds elsewhere to 
accommodate some of the patients. 

Cllrs. Hynes and Glenn described the conditions seen by the Visiting 
Committee at the hospital and said that the patients must be transferred out 
at once. The Chairman asked what other accommodation was available. 

Mr. Lamb said that there was not a lot in the Board's own resource, 

for instance there were only four beds vacant in Crooksling. While there 

were eleven beds in Bru Chaoimhin there were no facilities for the staff who 
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would be transferred with the pat ients and they would have to be brought 
back to St . Brendan's for meals. He was examining the s i tuat ion in Cherry 
Orchard but it would not be poss ible to take bedfast patients there and 
there were problems because it was a fever hosp i ta l . 

Dr. Behan said that there was a moral, professional and statutory 
duty on the Board to evacuate a l l these patients and it must be done within 
the next twenty-four hours regardless of where the accommodation must be 
found otherwise it would be necessary to cease admissions to S t . Brendan's 
Hospital other than c e r t i f i a b l e pat ients or those who const i tute a threat to 
themselves or others . 

Mr. Nolan said that in seeking a l ternat ive accommodation it must be 
borne in mind that this was a spec ia l type of pa t i en t . However, industr ia l 
action had now intervened and it was unl ikely that it would be possible to 
transfer patients out of St . Brendan's while it continued. Except for the 
industrial action s t a f f were w i l l i n g to go elsewhere with the p a t i e n t s . It 
would of course only be for a short period as they would come back to S t . 
Brendan's when unit A was ready. As long as it was not possible to move 
pat ients because of the industr ia l action it would be necessary to f ind 
accommodation within the hospita l i t s e l f . Other areas which w i l l be examined 
would be St. Patrick's Hospital and St . Edmundsbury, the units at Blanchardstown 
Hospital where the Vietnamese refugees are housed and re l ig ious orders who may 
have empty space in bui ldings such as Seminaries e .g . the Dominicans in Tallaght 
and the Christian Brothers at Artane. Mr. Nolan said that the Board's proposals 
for the use of accommodation at Ballyboden was held up awaiting planning 
permission and the Chairman asked to be briefed on the s i tuat ion and said he 
would contact the City Manager about the problem. 

It was agreed that the Chairman would meet Mr. Keyes and his s t a f f 
the following morning to take steps to implement the Board's dec i s ion to 
evacuate the unsaie premises. If necessary he with Prof. Browne, Mr. Keyes 
and Dr. Behan could ca l l a spec ia l meeting of the Board if th is became urgently 
necessary. 

The meeting ended at 9.00 p.m. 

CORRECT J . J . N o l a n 
Chief Executive Officer 

Signed.-

CHAIRMAN 




