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75 7/7/76 

EASTERN  HEALTH  BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting of the Eastern 
Health Board held in the Boardroom. St. Brendan's Hospital, 

Grangegorman on Thursday. 1st July, 1976 at 6.30 p.m. 

Present 
Councillor Mrs. J. Barlow 
Councillor M. Brady 
Councillor D. Browne 
Councillor M. Carroll 
Councillor J. Connolly Mr. 
J. Corcoran Mr. H. 
Corrigan Or. J. Cullen 
Deputy H. P. Oockrell 
Professor J. S. Doyle 
Councillor J. Durning 
Alderman A. Fitzgerald 
Councillor Mrs. A. Glenn 
Councillor T. Hand 
Councillor P. Hickey 

Dr. P. C. Jennings 
Councillor D. Kinsella   
Miss M. Lacey Councillor 
Mrs. E. Lemass  
Councillor T. Leonard 
Professor J. McCormick 
Councillor M. McWey  
Dr. J. R. Mahon  
Dr. A. Meade  
Deputy C. Murphy  
Deputy Dr. J. O'Connell  
Mr. D. O'Flynn  
Mr. M. Ruane  
Councillor J. Sweeney  
Dr. J. Walker 

Apologies for Absence: Mr. K. 
Harrington and Miss K. Kinsella. 

In the Chair: Councillor M. 

Carroll, Chairman. 

Mr. J. J. Nolan. 

Mr. F. J. Donohue, 
Mr. J. F. Reynolds, 
Mr. F. Elliott. 

Mr. J. Sadlier. Mr. R. N. 
Lamb, Mr.F. J. 
McCullough, Mr. P. J. 
Swords, Mr. J. Clarke, 
Professor B. O'Donnell, 

Officers in Attendance: 
Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer 
Programme Manager 
Finance Officer 
Planning & Evaluation 
Officer 
Technical Services Officer 
Personnel Officer 
Administrative Assistant 
Administrative Assistant 
Administrative Assistant 
Dublin Medical Officer 

Mr. J. Doyle  
Mr. H. Dunne  
Mr. C. D. McElree 
Mr. K. Quinn  
Mr. T. McManus 
Mr. T. Barry  
Miss L. O'Kelly 
Miss A. Flanagan 
Miss K. Dolan 
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73/76 GOOD WISHES 

The Chairman referred to the recent retiral of Miss M. Keogh, 
Matron, St. Brigids and he referred to her tremendous record of 
dedication to patients. The members directed that their best 
wishes be conveyed to her for a long and happy retirement. 

74/76 CONDOLENCES 
The Chairman informed the meeting of the death of Miss A. 

Young, former Matron of St. Kevin's Hospital. The members stood 
in silence as a tribute to her and directed that sincere sympathy be 
conveyed to the family of the deceased. 

75/76 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 3rd June, 1976 
having been circulated were confirmed on a proposal by 
Councillor P. Hickey, seconded by Mr. H. Corrigan. 

76/76      MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
Professor J. Doyle enquired as to the position arising from the 

Board's resolution at its June meeting regarding the filling of 
trainee medical posts in the Psychiatric Service. Mr. Lamb. 
Personnel Officer explained the position and Dr. J. O'Connell 
stated that the Board had directed the Chief Executive Officer to 
perform a certain function, that he had not done so but informed 
the Minister that he had advised the Board that the Motion was in 
contravention of Section 31 of the 1970 Act. Mr. J. J. Nolan. 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer, informed the Board of the Chief 
Executive Officer's letter to the Department of Health on this 
subject. 

Professor McCormick pointed out that there were two issues 
involved (a) a crisis in finance and (b) a question of principle as to 
authority to engage staff. He felt the Board should get legal 
opinion on the latter question i-e., should the Chief Executive 
Officer be statutorily liable to carry out a direction of the Board 
where funds are not available because of a Section 31 Order by the 
Minister. After a lengthy discussion to which Dr- Doyle, Deputy 
O'Connell, Dr. Cullen, Dr. Meade, Professor McCormick, Mr. Ruane. 
Dr. Walker, Councillor Mrs. Glenn, Councillors Browne and 
Durning, and Mr. Corrigan contributed the following resolution was 
proposed by Councillor Mrs. Glenn and seconded by Councillor 
Browne:— 

"That at the meeting on 14th July with the Minister for Health. 
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1. That the financial problems be discussed and resolved. 
2. That the legal  implications of the Board's attitude to Section 

31 be considered." 
On a vote, the motion was carried by 23 votes to 7, the voting 

being as follows: 
FOR :— Councillor Brady, Councillor Browne, Councillor 

Carroll, Councillor Connolly, Mr. Corcoran, Mr. Corrigan, Deputy 
Dockrell, Councillor Doyle, Dr. Doyle, Councillor Durning, 
Alderman Fitzgerald, Councillor Hand, Dr. Jennings, Councillor 
Kinsella, Miss Lacey, Professor McCormick, Councillor McWey, Dr. 
Mahon, Dr. Meade, Deputy Dr. O'Conneli, Mr. O'Flynn. Mr. Ruane, 
Dr. Walker. 

AGAINST :— Councillor Mrs. Badow. Dr. Cullen. Councillor 
Hickey, Councillor Mrs. Lemass, Councillor Leonard, Deputy 
Murphy, Councillor Sweeney. 

The members then raised some further points and the following 
motion proposed by Deputy John O'Conneli was seconded by Dr. 
J. Doyle :— 

"That the decision of the Board at the June meeting, that there 
be no reduction in the medical staff of psychiatric services be 
re-endorsed by this meeting of the Board." 

Before a vote was taken, the Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
restated the position regarding the application of the provision of 
Section 31 to the implications of the motion, as already stated by 
the Chief Executive Officer and notified by him to the Department. 

On a vote, the motion was carried by 21 votes to 6. The voting 
was as follows : 

FOR :— Councillor Mrs. Barlow, Mr. Corcoran, Dr. Cullen, Dr. 
Doyle, Councillor Durning, Alderman Fitzgerald, Councillor Hand, 
Councillor Hickey, Dr. Jennings, Councillor Kinsella, Miss Lacey, 
Councillor Mrs. Lemass, Councillor Leonard, Dr. Mahon, Dr. 
Meade, Deputy Murphy, Deputy Dr. O'Conneli, Mr. O'Flynn, Mr. 
Ruane, Councillor Sweeney and Dr. Walker. 

AGAINST:—Councillor Browne, Councillor Carroll. Councillor 
Connolly, Mr. Corrigan, Deputy Dockrell. Councillor McWey. 

Councillor D. Browne referred to the question of having legal 
opinion available before the deputation met the Minister and he 
accordingly proposed the following motion which 

was seconded by Deputy Dockrell :— 
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"Propose that legal opinion be obtained at once re implications 
of Section 31 for the Board and the Chief Executive Officer." 

The motion was agreed to unanimously. 

77/76 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 
F. & G.P. COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 3/6/1976 

The Minutes for this meeting having been circulated were 
confirmed on a proposal of Councillor Sweeney seconded by Dr. 
Walker. 

78/76     PROCEEDINGS OF VISITING COMMITTEES 
The Reports of the following Visiting Committes having been 

circulated, were dealt with as follows :— 
(a) No. 1 Visiting Committee meeting at District Hospital. 

Baltinglass on 10/6/1976—noted. 
(b) No.   2  Visiting   Committee   meeting  at  St.   Patrick's 

Home on 16/6/1976—noted. 

(c) No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting at St. Ita's Hospital on 
5/5/1976—noted. 

(d) No. 4 Visiting Committee meeting at Welfare Home. 
Ballymun on 17/6/1976—noted. 

(e) No. 4 Visiting Committee meeting at St. Clare's Home, 
Ballymun on 17/6/1976—noted. 

79/76 PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL HEALTH 
COMMITTEES 

(a) Dublin County Local  Health Committee—meeting on 
15/6/1976—noted. 

(b) Dun  Laoghaire Local  Health  Committee—meeting on 
25/5/1976—noted. 

(c) Wicklow     Local     Health     Committee—meeting     on 
21/5/1976—noted. 

80/76 QUESTIONS 
On a proposal by Councillor Hickey seconded by Mr. Ruane :t 

was agreed that the Chief Executive Officer should answer the 
questions lodged. 
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QUESTION 

(1) Councillor J. Connolly 

"Will the Manager seek the charges for maintenance. X-ray 
examinations (general). Pathological tests. Biochemistry tests 
from the following hospitals :— 

Mater Hospital 

St. Laurence's Hospital (3) 

St. James's Hospital 

St. Vincent's Hospital 

in the case of ineligible patients in public and private wards". 

REPLY 

The Councillor will know that the Health Board has no functional 
control over services provided for ineligible patients in either 
public or private ward accommodation. The charges for 
maintenance are those set by the Minister for Health and are as 
follows in respect of the four hospitals in question :— 

Rate per day Public       
Semi-Private      Private 

Mater Hospital .......         £10 40 £1170 £13 00 

St. Laurence's 
Hospital ...         £10.40 £11-70 £13 00 

St. Vincent's 
Hospital ....       £10 40 £11-70 £13 00 

St. James's 
Hospital ...  £8 45 £9 10 £10 40 

The charges for X-Ray Examinations, Pathological Tests etc. are 
substantially the same for all hospitals and are not at present 
subject to the control of the Minister for Health. They are as 
follows : 

X-Ray Services    — Vary from £4 00 to £25 00 
Pathology 
Bio-Chemistry      — Vary from £1 00 to £10 00 per test 
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These  charges  are   made  on   ineligible  patients  and  on 
eligible patients availing of services in private accommodation. 

QUESTION (2) 
Councillor J. Connolly 

"Will the Manager say if hospital charges are different if 
paid by:— 

(a) Voluntary Health Scheme 
(b) Social Welfare 
(c) Self 
(d) Other Funds 
(e) General Medical Care Service". 

REPLY 

Hospital charges are made in respect of the service being 
provided and are not contingent on the person's ability to 
pay. Accordingly whether the person is insured in the Volun-
tary Health Insurance scheme, or under the Social Welfare 
Acts, or self-employed, or has other funds or holds a General 
Medical Services Card has no bearing on the charges made 
by the hospital. 

QUESTION (3) 
Councillor J. Connolly 

"Will the Manager say if hospitals or other structures in 
control of Eastern Health Board are exempt from the pay-
ment of rates and if not will the Manager say what is the 
payment for each building". 

REPLY 

Hospitals, homes and health centres are exempt from rates 
but the Board does pay rates in respect of other buildings. 
Hereunder is a list of buildings in respect of which the Board 
pay rates and the amount payable in 1976 therefore:— 

(a) Mental Health Services Section 
(b) Kildare Area 
(c) Wicklow Area 
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(a) Mental Health Services Section 

To Dublin Corporation for:— 
Rates Payable 

Location 1976 
£      P 

(1) Kilrock House (Res. Centre) 
Balscadden   Road   Howth 3 45 
(Gate Lodge-Family Residing) 

(2) 28. Balscadden Road (Day Centre)    .........  207 00 
(Application made for exemption of 
Rates) 

(3) 31,    Mount    Pleasant    Square     (Day 
Centre) 75 90 
(Private Person Resident) 
730 Sth. Circular Road .................................  323 15 
732 Sth. Circular Road ................  213 90 

(4) Municipal 
3BA Morning Star Avenue         ..    172-50 
3BO  Nth.  Brunswick  Street 110-40 
191  Pearse Street 586 50 
88 Old Kilmainham 10 35 
Disinfection Depot—Francis Street                        1,104-00 
22 West Essex Street ...................................  690 00 
Hawkins  House                                                           552 00 
51 Phibsboro Road                                                        34-50 
34 Coombe Street (Fuel Depot) 69-00 
124 Emmett Road                                                        276 00 

To Dublin County Council 

(1) Ballyowen Meadows, School for Autistic Children  
(application made for exemption of Rates)    417 90 

(2) St. Patrick's (Gate Lodge)                                             99 50 
A.O. Residence Tallaght Dispensary 49 77 
Lusk  Dispensary 74 63 
Cherry Orchard 797 81 
Palmerstown Health Centre 437 80 
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Kildare Area 
Rates Payable 

To Naas Urban District Council 1976 
£      p. 

(1) Public Health Dept. Offices (1) . 164-70 
(Owner Gogarty's Ltd., Basin Street) 

(2) Public Health Dept. Office (1)   244 00 

To Kildare County Council 

Location 
(3) Rooms in Courthouse ............................ 15-25 

(1st   Floor   Office   rear   of   Premises 
S.A.O.'s Office) 

(4) Dispensary Residence 
Tully West Kildare     ...........................  112 03 
—this amount is being reclaimed by 
T. Barry, Basin Street, Naas, as the 
residence has been unoccupied for 2 
years 

   Rates Payable 
   1976 

£       P-
Wicklow Area 

To Wicklow Urban District Council 
(1) Kilmantin Ward (Offices)        ................  57.06 

Mortons  Lane,  Main  Street. Wicklow 

To Wicklow County Council 
(2) Kiltegan Dispensary    ........................... 160-69 
(3) Annamoe Dispensary _ ......................... 193-01 
(4) Tinaheiy Dispensary    _.......................... 70 33 
(5) Doctor's Residence (Hostel for Newcastle Area 

Patients) ____________         ............... 124-57 
(6) Newcastle Hospital Shop      ................ 64-34 

3. Dun Laoire Borough Corp. Municipal 
Convent St. Columcille's Hospital     ... 192 00 

Si/76    REVIEW OF CHOICE OF DOCTOR SCHEME 
The following Report No. 32/1976 from the Chief Executive 

Officer was submitted :— 
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'The choice of doctor scheme is now in its fourth year. 
Periodic reports on the operation and cost of the scheme have 
been submitted to the Board. The most recent was Report No. 
38/1975 dated 27th June. 1975. 

The 462 doctors participating in the scheme are providing 
the general practitioner service for a total of 244,890 eligible 
persons as at 31st May, 1976. The average number of persons 
per doctor is 530. Twenty-five former District Medical Officers 
have opted to remain on salary. The remaining thirty-nine 
opted for payment on the fee per item basis. 

1.   Expenditure on the scheme since 1st April, 1973 is as 
follows:— 

 

 Year ended 
31/3/1374 

9 months 
ended 

31/12/1914

Year ended 
31/12/1975 

Fees and Salaries paid to doctors 
Contributions    towards    locum 
and other practice expenses ____
Practice Premises  Grants      ___
Drugs and Medicines 
(Ingredient Cost + V.A.T.) _______

Pharmacists Dispensing Fees ___

Administration  E.H.B ........  

Administration Payments Board 

£ 
1.312.386 
25.625 
4.626 

1.563.214 

440.901 

43.839 
i 

25.500 j 

£ 
1.087.285 
18.659 
3.963 

1.428.391 

402.875 

39.534 

20,000 

£ 
2.397.775 

44.637 
2.405 

2.647.608 

1,278.675 

102.936 

80.000 

TOTAL            _       _        _ 3.416.091   | 3.000.707 6.554,036 

The following amounts totalling £811.557 paid during 1975 
are not included in the Table above :— 

Arrears of £451,892 in respect of increased fees due to 
doctors from January. 1973. 

Arrears of £12.296 in respect of increased practice ex-
penses from January, 1973. 

Arrears of £347.369 in respect of increased fees due to 
Pharmacists for period July. 1974 to December, 1975. 
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The average payment to the doctors who were being paid 
on the fee per item basis during 1975 was £9-76 per panel 
patient The average cost of medicines per panel patient for 
the year was £17-58—arrived at by dividing the total cost of 
prescriptions by the number of eligible persons (less those 
for whom doctors dispense). These two figures make the 
total cost per patient £27-34. The cost per patient for 1974 
was £16-95. 

2.   Register of holders and dependants of holders of medical 
cards 

In the table hereunder is shown the number of holders of 
medical cards and the total of persons covered:— 

 
 At 31/3/1974                     At 31/3/1975                        At 31/3/1976 

 
 Holders          Persons        Holders        Persons        Holders    

Covered                              Covered    
Persons 
Covered 

Dublin 
Wwklow 
Kildare 

89,635 
10.148 
9.773 

170.725          95.972       179.634         104.042 
20.240           11.629           22.100    :      12.326 
22.192           11.052           23.565           11.589 

191.754 
23375 
24.038 

TOTAL 109.556 213.157            118.653          225299          127.957        239,167 

3.   Fees Payable to Pharmacists 
In August 1975 agreement was reached between the Mini-

ster for Health and the Irish Pharmaceutical Union as to the 
revision of Pharmacists dispensing fees. The Agreement 
provided, inter alia, for an increase in the standard fee from 
17p per item to 35p as from 1st July, 1974 and to 37p as 
from 1st September, 1975. The basic fee is now linked with 
the national wage agreement. The revised fees and 
operative dates are set out in the Appendix to this report. 
4. Income Ranges of Pharmacists based on dispensing 

fees paid in the period from 1st January. 1975 to 31st 
December, 1975 

 

No. of Pharmcists Dispensing Fee Ranges 

188 Up   to    £2.000 
120 £2,001— £4.000 
61 £4.001— £6,000 
20 £6.001— £8.000 
14 £8.001—£10.000 
5 £10.001— £12.000 
5 £12.001—£14.000 
3 £14.001—£16.000 
5 Over      £16.000 

421 
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5.   Special Type Consultations 

Special Type Consultation (claim) forms may be used by 
doctors when providing medical attention for:— 

(1) Infants whose names have not yet been included on 
medical cards. 

(2) Temporary Residents (including itinerants). 

(3) Visitors from E.E-C. countries. 

(4) Persons in emergency situations where the registered 
doctor, or his deputy, is not available. 

(5) Persons who have been accepted on the panel of their 
doctor of choice and who require medical attention in the 
interval between completion by doctor of the acceptance 
form and the issue of the medical card. 

The total paid to doctors in respect of Special Type Con-
sultations in 1975 was £37,863. 

6.   Fees in respect of consultations after normal hours 

During 1975 the extent to which a small number of doctors were 
claiming fees for consultations after normal hours attracted 
attention. The fee for such consultations is considerably higher 
than that for consultations during the day and applies only to 
emergency cases requiring the doctor's attention outside normal 
hours and does not apply to services provided during routine 
domiciliary visits and routine surgery sessions. There appeared to 
be a misapprehension by the doctors concerned of the 
circumstances in which the higher fee can be claimed. The Board 
has been in contact with the doctors concerned and it is expected 
that the number of such claims, in future, will be at an acceptable 
level. 

7.   Visiting Patterns 

The following table shows the average visiting rates of doctors 
(paid by fee) in the Board's area for the three years ended 31st 
December. 1975 and for the two months January/ February. 
1976:— 
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------------------     --------------------- --------------------   -------------  
31/12/1973       5 31  1-56  6-87 
31/12/1974 5 14  1 58  6 72 

Year ended Surgery              Domiciliary     Total 
 

31/12/1975 5-27 1-46          6-73 
Two months .  
January/    
February. 1976  ; 5 24 1-69          6 93 

The national average total visiting rates for the three years 
ended 31/12/1975 was 5 27 (1973) 5-51 (1974) and 5 48 (1975) 

On 25th February, 1976, all doctors in the scheme were notified 
of their visiting and prescribing patterns in respect of the months 
of September, 1975, October, 1975 and November, 1975. They 
were notified of their rates in respect of December, 1975. January, 
1976, February, 1976 and March, 1976 on 22nd June, 1976. 

The surgery and domicilary visiting rates are monitored each 
month- A letter is issued to each doctor, whose visiting rate is 
significantly above the average of doctors in the Board's area, 
informing him of his visiting rates and of the average. If, after a 
reasonable interval, the visiting pattern is unchanged, the doctor 
is advised by letter that, unless there is a significant reduction, the 
visitation rates will be referred for investigation by the Medical 
Officer of the Payments Board. It is for the Medical Officer to 
decide, after discussion with the doctor, as to whether the doctor 
will be asked to appear before an Investigation Group consisting 
of:— 

(a) A nominee of the Minister for Health appointed after 
consultation with the Irish Medical Association and 
Medical Union. 

(b) A medical officer acting on behalf of the Board (not being 
the medical officer who investigated the circumstances) . 

(c) A medical practitioner selected by the Minister from a 
panel nominated by the Irish Medical Association and the 
Medical Union. 

To date the visitation rates of ten doctors have been investi-
gated by the Investigation Group. Eight of the ten doctors 
appealed the decision of the Group. Four doctors subsequently 
withdrew their appeals. 
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In one case the Appeals Committee rejected the appeal. The 
decision of the Investigation Group was confirmed in two 
cases. In two further cases the deduction was reduced from 
25% to 20% and the decision of the Committee in relation to 
one doctor is awaited. 

8. Drugs and Medicines 

The following is an analysis of the expenditure on drugs and 
medicines in the three years ended 31st December, 1975 :— 

Year ended 

31/12/1973 
31/12/1974 
31/12/1975 

-Ingredient cost 

'Cost of 
Medicines 

issued 

£ 
1.946.983 
2.324.223 
3.926.283 

Number of 
prescription 
forms issued 

£ 
1.038.147 
1,121.152 
1,317,456 

of drugs and pharmacists fees 

Average Cost 
per prescriptioni 
form 

£ 
1.88 
2.07 
2.98 

9 Income ranges of doctors based on their earnings in the 
period from September, 1975 to February, 1976 inclusive 

(a) Doctors in the Scheme since its commencement:— 

No. of Doctors 

73 
73 
70 
44 
18 
19 
9 
3 
3 
1 

Monthly Income Range •-

From To 
£ £ 

— 250 
251 — 500 
5 0 1 — 7 5 0 
751 — 1.000 

1.001 — 1,150 
1251 — 1.500 
1,501 — 1,750 
1.751 — 2.000 
2.001 — 2250 
2 251 — 2.500 

Projected 
Yearly Income 

From To 
£ £ 
0 — 3.000 

3.001 — 6,000 
6.001 — 9.000 
9.001 — 12.000 

12.001 — 15,000 
15,001 — 18,000 
18.001 — 21.000 
21.001 — 24,000 
24.001 — 27,000 
27.001 — 30.000 
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(b) Additional doctors admitted since June, 
the revised conditions governing entry :— 

1975 under 

No. of Doctors Monthly Income Range 

84 
3 
1 

From To 
£ £ 

0 — 250 
251 — 500 
5 0 1 — 7 5 0 

From To 
£ £ 

0 — 3.000 
3.001 — 6.000 
6.001 — 9.000 

Projected 
Yearly Income 

10. Right of Entry of Doctors 
In Report No. 38/1975 mention was made of the Agreement 

reached between the Minister for Health and the Medical 
Associations under which the terms of the choice of doctor 
scheme were modified to allow the admission of doctors who 
fulfilled certain conditions. To date 104 doctors have been 
admitted. A further 14 may be eligible for admission later this 
year." 

APPENDIX A 

Extemporaneous prescriptions 
(1) addition of a liquid to a 

preformulated prepare-
tion in dry form (ex-
cepting eye drops and 
preparations for injec
tions) 

(2) Mixtures of not more 
than two proprietory or 
standard liquids 

30 

30 

82 

82 

Scale of Fees Payable to Participating Pharmacists 

Standard Fee (Note 1) ._ 

As at 
1/1/1975 

£ 
.20 

From 
1/7/1975 to 
31/8/1975 

i 

£ 
.41 

From 
1/9/1975 

.43 

86 

86 

(3) All other extempor
aneous preparations .... 40 82 86 

(4) Sterile eye drops 45 82 86 
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Scale of Fees Payable to Participating Pharmacists—contd 

As at 
1/1/1975 

From 
1/7/1975 to 
31/8/1975      i 

From 
1/9/1975 

I 
Appliances: 
Fee   payable   for  appliances 

Basic measuring and fitting 
fee (payable where applic-
able 

20 

40 

41 

82 

43 

86 
 

Dressings: !
For up to 3 items on a form •20 •41              ! •43 
For 4 to 6 items on a form    
(Pro rata increase for addi- 
tional   items) 40 82 86 
Urgent Dispensing (Note 2) 371 75 

I 
•79 

Note 1 
17p Basic fee and 3p allowance for containers, obsolescence etc. 

From 1/7/1975 35p Basic fee and 6p allowance for containers, 
obsolescence etc. 

From 1/9/1975 37p Basic fee and 6p allowance for containers, 
obsolescence etc. 

From 1st July, 1975 the basic fee was linked with the national 
wage agreement and the allowance linked to the Consumer Price 
Index. 

Note 2 
An additeional fee is payable for each prescription form marked 
urgent by the doctor and presented for dispensing outside the 
pharmacist's contract hours. 

Supplies to dispensing doctors : 
Pharmacists supplying dispensing doctors are reimbursed on the 
basis of the basic trade price, wit hthe addition of 25 / on cost 
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On a proposal by Dr. Meade seconded by Mr. Corrigan, it was 
agreed unanimously to note the report. 

Arising from this item Deputy J. O'Connell referred to the 
different entitlement enjoyed by Irish people visiting the E.E.C. 
countries as compared to E.E.C. visitors in Ireland and felt that 
when E.E.C- visitors were free in Ireland that Irish people in E.E.C. 
countries should have free medical services provided to them. Dr. 
O'Connell proposed the following motion which was seconded by 
Councillor Durning and adopted unanimously by the members. 

That the Minister for Health be requested to arrange, as a 
matter of urgency, that Irish Citizens visiting E.E.C. countries 
should be eligible for Free Health Services just the same as 
E.E-C. visitors to Ireland are." 

82/76     CHOICE OF DOCTOR SCHEME—GENERAL 
PRACTITIONER SERVICE—PARTNERSHIP 

The following Report No. 31/1976 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted - 

"Doctor P. C. Jennings. 61 Hampton Court, Vernon Avenue. 
Clontarf, Dublin 3 is participating in the Board's General 
Practitioner Service. He has a large list of eligible persons and his 
centres of practice are at North Clarence Street Health Centre and 
83 North Strand Road, Dublin 3. In his letter received the 27th 
April, 1976 he has expressed his wish to employ a partner. 
Although there is a considerable number of doctors in the area the 
average panel is high. 

In accordance with paragraph 21/22 of the circular letter 8/75 
dated 9th April, 1975 issued by the Department of Health, the Irish 
Medical Association and the Medical Union were asked for their 
observations on Doctor Jennings' request. In letters dated 2nd 
June, 1976 and 17th May, 1976 the Irish Medical Association and 
the Medical Union, respectively, stated that they had no objection 
to Doctor Jennings' proposal. 

I recommend that, subject to the approval of the Board, 
applications be invited in the usual manner and that a partner for 
Doctor Jennings be selected in accordance with the procedure 
laid down in paragraphs 21/22 of the Department's circular letter 
8/75 dated 9th April. 1975. The relevant extract from this Jeter is 
as follows :— 
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21. The creation of a position as partner, or as an additional 
member of a group practice, or as an assistant with a 
view to partnership for the purpose of the general medi 
cal service, will be subject to the approval of the Health 
Board In considering any such proposal the Board shall 
have regard to the total practice of the applicant. Before 
giving approval the Board must be satisfied :— 
(a) that the creation of the position is preferable to the 

creation of an additional position which could be tilled 
by open competition in the normal way; and 

(b) that the creation of the position will not result in the 
admission of a particular person into the general 
medical service while other equally well or better 
qualified persons are not given a reasonable chance to 
compete. Where the Chief Executive Officer proposes to 
seek the approval of the Board to the creation of a 
position as partner, or as an additeional member of a 
group practice, or as an assistant with a view to 
partnership he shall, before doing so, consult the 
medical organisations. 

22. Where a Health Board agreed to the creation of a partner 
ship or an addition to a group practice or to the recruit* 
inent of an Assistant with a view to partnership the posi 
tion will be advertised in the normal way but the doctor 
or doctors involved or a nominee of the doctor or doctors 
involved in the proposed taking in of a partner, or addi 
tional member or assistant will be entitled to sit on the 
selection board. The selection board shall pay due regard 
to any objection of this representative to the giving of 
the post to a particular individual or individuals. If the 
Board considers it desirable it may not recommend any 
candidate for appointment.'" 

On a proposal by Mr. Ruane seconded by Mr. Corcoran the 
recommendations in the Report were agreed to unanimously. 

83/76     APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTATION TO MEET 
AN TANAISTE 

The chairman informed the meeting that An Tanaiste would 
receive a deputation from the Board at 3.30 p.m- on Wednesday, 
14th July and that it was up to the members to nominate a 
deputation. The following members were selected : Councillor 
Carroil. Chairman, Deputy Dr. O'Connell. Councillor M:ckey. Mr. 
O'Flynn   Professor McCormick and Mr. Corrigiin 
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84/76 NOTICES OF MOTION 

(a)       The   following    motion    proposed   by   Councillor    P. 
Hickey was seconded by Dr. J. Walker:— 

'That the Eastern Health Board : 

dedicated to the policy that health services must be 
maintained for those that need them, 

conscious that financial considerations will present 
difficulties for years if not indefinitely, 

takes note of the many recent authoritative state-
ments that much ill-health is avoidable by care in 
regard to smoking, diet, overeating, alcohol, exercise, 
driving etc-, 
accepts that prevention is a higher good for our 
people than service for avoidable illness, 

calls on the Government and Health Boards to begin 
a campaign to bring and keep before our people the 
means and advantages of dignified, healthy life-styles 
and to seek the support of the churches, medical and 
allied professions, sporting bodies, safety 
organisations, temperance organisations and others 
in the campaign." 

The members welcomed the motion and congratulated 
Councillor Hickey on the thought he had put into it 

Dr. Walker deplored the fact that the Eastern Health Board had 
no representative on the Health Education Bureau. After a 
discussion to which Mr. Ruane. Dr. Walker, Deputy Murphy, Dr. 
Cuilen and Councillor Hickey contributed the motion was adopted 
unanimously. 

(b)(i) The following motion proposed by Councillor Connolly, 
seconded by Councillor burning was submitted :— 

'That the School Medical Scheme be extended to cater 
for all children up to 16 years of age attending 
school." 

The motion was agreed to unanimously. 

(ii) The following motion in the name of Councillor Connolly, 
was, at the proposer's request, deferred by the Chairman 
to the next meeting : 

"That hospital charges be discussed." 
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(c) The following motion proposed by Alderman Fitzgerald 
was deferred at his request in the absence of the pro-
poser: 

'That this Eastern Health Board press for amending 
legislation to deal with the unsatisfactory alloca-
tion of welfare benefits to the wives and families 
of long-stay mental hospital patients who are 
covered under existing health legislation (for full 
or limited eligibility) to hospital maintenance." 

85/76 CORRESPONDENCE 
The  Secretary  informed  the  meeting that there was no 

correspondence and the meeting terminated at 8.10 p.m. 

CORRECT: 

J. J. Nolan, 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer. 
Signed  .........................

CHAIRMAN. 

 




