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NORTHERN AREA HEALTH BOARD 
 
 

Report No F1/2004 
 

Report from Finance and Property Committee Meeting  
Held on Thursday 15th January, 2004. 

 
 
1. Minutes from Meeting held on 10th November, 2003. 
 
 On a proposal by Cllr Devitt, seconded by Cllr Heney, the minutes of the 
 meeting of the Finance and Property Committee held on 10th November, 2003 
 were agreed. 
 
 
2. Property Matters 
 

a. It was agreed to recommend to our Board the Acquisition of 175, Navan 
Road, following a proposal by Cllr Devitt, seconded by Cllr O’Donovan 
(details attached). 

 
b. On a proposal by Cllr Burke, seconded by Cllr Devitt, it was agreed to 

recommend to our Board and the Eastern Regional Health Authority the 
disposal of 51.5sq metres at St Ita’s Hospital, Portrane (details attached). 

 
c. On a proposal by Cllr Devitt, seconded by Cllr Burke, it was agreed to 

recommend to our Board and to the Eastern Regional Health Authority to 
dispose of property known as Adare House, 277 North Circular Road 
(details attached). 

 
d. On a proposal by Cllr Devitt, seconded by Cllr Heney, it was agreed to 

recommend for Board approval the acquisition of a long tern lease of 
offices at Donnycarney Youth Project (details attached). 

 
e. On a proposal by Cllr Heney, seconded by Cllr Devitt, it was agreed to 

recommend for Board approval the granting of a “Licence to Use” at 
nominal cost, the Comhairle, of offices at Park House, North Circular 
Road, in exchange for Comhairle providing our Board with a “Licence to 
Use” the entire building at North Great George’s Street for the provision 
of audiology services. 

 
 
It was agreed to formally seek clarification from the Department of the Environment 
in relation to the proposed development of affordable housing at St Ita’s Hospital, as 
recently announced, and to inform the Department of our Board’s proposals for the 
campus. 
 
 
 



 
3. New Bank Accounts 
  
 On a proposal by Cllr, Devitt seconded by Cllr O’Donovan, it was agreed to 
 recommend for Board approval the opening of new bank account (detail 
 herewith). 
 
  
 The meeting concluded at 12.45pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M Windle       15th January, 2004   



 
 
 
TO EACH MEMBER OF THE FINANCE & PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 
 
The approval of the Finance & Property Committee is recommended to the 
acquisition of the property, details of which are set out hereunder.  The premises have 
been examined and found to be structurally sound, and the Property Manager has 
indicated that the purchase price represents good value under current market 
conditions: 
 
 
1. Property proposed for acquisition: No. 175 Navan Road,  

Dublin 7. 
   

2. Consideration: €770,000 for eight bedroomed 
detached modern house with 4 en-
suites and extensive parking. 

   

3. Proposed use of the property: Group residential home for up to 12 
clients of the Mental Health Services. 

   

4. Special Conditions: Subject to Board approval. 
   

5. Source of funding: Sale of existing premises including 
Adare House, N.C.R., D7, 2 houses at 
Grey Square, Portrane and strip of 
land (⅓ acre) to Park Shopping 
Centre. 

   

6. Planning Status: Formerly used as a Guest House. 
   

7. Adaptation Costs: Estimated adaptation cost of 
€100,000. 

 
 
 



In 1999 Mr. James McGuinness purchased 54 Grey Square, Portrane from the former 
Eastern Health Board. The site is outlined on the attached map. 
 
Mr. McGuinness has on several occasions over the past number of years requested to 
purchase the small plot of land measuring 11.5 metres by 4.5 metres (51.5 sq metres), 
which lies between the gable wall of his house and the boundary wall on Board 
property – indicated on the attached map. Mr. Seamus Murphy, Area General 
Manager, indicated his agreement to the sale, in a letter dated 17th April 2000, to the 
late Mr. Philip Doyle. 
 
The matter has been discussed with the Property Manager, Eastern Health Shared 
Services, and he is in agreement that the retention of this piece of land is of no current 
or potential benefit to our Board as it is located within the confines of Grey Square 
and outside our Board’s boundary wall. The plot is of no value to any person or body 
other than Mr. McGuinness. All of the houses in Grey Square have been sold apart 
from the 2 for which final arrangements are being made for marketing as agreed 
previously. Our Board will, therefore, have no interest in any property in Grey 
Square. 
 
In consideration for the purchase of this piece of land Mr. McGuiness has agreed to 
pay our Board the sum of €2,000 plus all legal expenses incurred as a result of this 
transaction. The Property Manager has indicated his agreement that this is a fair  and 
equitable return on this sale. 
 
I request the approval of the Finance & Property Committee to recommend to the 
ERHA to dispose of the Authority’s piece of land adjacent to 54 Grey Square, 
Portrane as outlined above. 
 



Proposed sale of property at 277 North Circular Road. 
 
The approval of the Finance & Property Committee is requested to recommend to the 
ERHA to dispose of the Authority’s property known as Adare House, 277 North 
Circular Road, Dublin 7.  
 
This is a 4 bedroom terrace property in need of refurbishment. 
 
A survey was carried out on the property by MTW Partnership, Consulting Civil and 
Structural Engineers in March 2002. The conclusion at the time was that cost of 
refurbishment would be approximately €600k. These costs would obviously now be 
increased. Because of the costs associated with the refurbishment and the nature of the 
building i.e. 2 storey over basement, with flights of stairs and no fire escape it is no 
longer considered suitable for use as a residential rehabilitation centre for adult 
Mental Health Services. 
 
The property has been valued in the region of €500k by the Property Manager, 
Eastern Health Shared Services. 
 
It is proposed that the proceeds from the sale of this property will be used in the 
purchase of the house at 175 Navan Road. 
 
This proposal provides an excellent opportunity for our Board to meet the need for 
provision of a Group Residential Home at a reasonable cost. 
 
 



 
 
 
TO EACH MEMBER OF THE FINANCE & PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 
 
The approval of the Finance & Property Committee is recommended to the 
acquisition of a long term lease on the property, details of which are set out 
hereunder.  The premises have been examined and found to be structurally sound, and 
the Property Manager has indicated that the price represents good value under current 
market conditions: 
 
 
1. Property proposed for acquisition: Offices at the Donnycarney Youth 

Project, Donnycarney. 
   

2. Consideration: €6,000 per annum inclusive of all 
charges for 376 sq ft of office 
accommodation. Use of meeting room 
included. 

   

3. Proposed use of the property: Office accommodation for the Local 
Drugs Task Force Co-ordinator and 
team 

   

4. Special Conditions: Subject to Board approval. 
   

5. Source of funding: Current Drugs Service Budget. 
Present accommodation costing 
€9,000 per annum at Coolock 
Development Centre is no longer 
available. This relocation will yield a 
saving of €3,000 per annum. 

   

6. Planning Status: No planning implications. 
   

7. Adaptation Costs: No adaptation costs. 
 
 



Accommodation for Audiology Service, North Great George’s Street / Park 
House. 
 
 
In June 2000, by Ministerial Order our Board took over responsibility for provision of 
Audiology Services on the dissolution of the National Rehabilitation Board (NRB).  
This Service is located in a premises at 44 North Great Georges Street, Dublin 1, 
which comprises approximately 8,000 sq. ft. of purpose built and general office 
accommodation. 
 
The premises also houses the Disability Resource Centre and staff attached to the 
newly constituted agency, Comhairle. 
 
The ownership of the building was passed to Comhairle by the Department of Health 
and Children following the dissolution of the NRB in 2000. 
 
Our Board holds a long term lease on the 3rd Floor Park House. Currently 
approximately 2200 sq ft of this floor is sub let to The Special Olympics. This sub let 
will terminate on 31st March 2004. 
 
Following considerable discussion and in order to best utilise the space available for 
the provision of Audiology and other services in the North Inner City by our Board 
the following proposal is presented for approval: 
 

• Our Board will provide Comhairle with a long term Licence to Use, at 
nominal cost, the 2200sq ft which will be vacated by the Special Olympics. 

• Comhairle will provide our Board with a long term Licence to Use, at nominal 
cost, the entire building at North Great Georges Street.  

 
Under this arrangement our Board will be in a position to continue to provide the 
Audiology Services from the purpose built suites and also accommodate the necessary 
expansion of the Service. The premises at North Great Georges Street is centrally 
located and is easily accessed by elderly persons and persons with disabilities. It has 
been equipped to the highest standards to facilitate Audiology testing and repair of 
aids. In addition we can provide necessary accommodation for some Community Care 
Area 7 staff.  Comhairle will be able to provide their Services from a self contained 
unit in Park House. In the absence of such agreement our Board will have to finance 
current or alternative specialist accommodation for the Audiology Service and 
Resource Centre at considerable additional cost. 
 



   NORTHERN AREA HEALTH BOARD 
 
 
    New Bank Accounts 
 
 
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE FINANCE AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 
New Bank Account is required in respect of the following:- 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Location  Details Bank 
Neighbourhood Youth Project 1 
in CCA7 
22 Mountjoy Square Dublin 1 

Payment for petty 
cash 

Bank of Ireland Talbot Street Dublin 1 

 
 
The name of Northern Area Health Board will feature on each Bank Account. 
 
 
 
 
The Board’s approval to the opening of the above account is sought. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________     16th January 2004 
M Windle 
Chief Executive 
 
 
 


