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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 
Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting of Eastern 
Health Board held in the Boardroom, St. Brendan's Hospital, 

Grangegorman, on Thursday, 1st August, 1974, at 6 p.m. 

Present: 
Councillor Mrs. J. Barlow 
Mr. M. Birmingham 
Councillor M. Brady 
Councillor D. Browne 
Councillor M. Carroll 
Councillor J. Connolly 
Mr. J. Corcoran 
Mr. H. Corrigan 
Councillor G. Doyle 
Dr. J. Stephen Doyle 
Councillor J. Durning 
Councillor Mrs. A. Glenn 
Councillor P. Hickey, P.C. 

Dr. P. C. Jennings 
Councillor D. Kinsella 
Miss Kay Kinsella 
Miss Mary Lacey 
Councillor T. Leonard 
Councillor M. McWey 
Dr. J. R. Mahon 
Dr. A. Meade 
Mr. Dermot O'Flynn 
Mr. M. Ruane 
Councillor John Sweeney 
Deputy Eugene Timmons 
Dr. John Walker 

Councillor P. Hickey, Chairman, presided. 

Apologies for Absence: 

Dr. J. Cullen, Councillor A. Fitzgerald, Councillor T. Hand, 
Mr. K. Harrington and Dr. J. McCormick. 

Officers in Attendance: 

Mr. J. J. Nolan, 
Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer 

Professor B. O'Donnell, 
Dublin Medical Officer 

Mr. F. Elliott, 
Planning and Evaluation 
Officer 

Mr. R. N. Lamb, 
Personnel Officer 

Mr. J. Clarke 
Mr. P. J. Swords 

Mr. J. Doyle 

Mr. H. Dunne 

Mr. F.J. McCullough 

Mr. M. Murray-Hayden 

Mr. C. D. McElree 

Mr. P. A. Sheehan 

Mr. J. A. Duggan 

Mr. K. Quinn 

Miss L. O'Kelly 

Miss K. Dolan 

93/74 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 
11th July, 1974, having been circulated, were confirmed on 
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a proposal by Councillor Connolly, seconded by Councillor 
Leonard. 

94 /74 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 
MONTHLY MEETING 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on the 11th July, 
1974, having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal 
by Councillor Connolly, seconded by Dr. Stephen Doyle. 

95 /74 PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEES 

The Report of the proceedings of the following Committee 
having been circulated was adopted: 

No. 2 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Brendan's 
Hospital on 2nd July, 1974. 

Arising from the Report, Mr. Corrigan asked that the Board 
should consider fully the question of the formation of a 
Company or Companies to manage Sheltered Workshops 
involving formal participation at Director's level of represen
tatives of appropriate Voluntary Organisations and business 
interests and suggested that a sub-Committee might be set 
up to consider this proposal. After a short discussion to which 
Councillor Connolly, Miss Kinsella, Mr. Ruane, Councillor 
Carroll, Councillor Durning and Mr. O'Flynn contributed, it 
was unanimously agreed to set up a sub-Committee to 
consider Board policy in relation to provision of Sheltered 
Workshop facilities and to make recommendations accor
dingly. Mr. McCullough explained to the members that a 
report on this subject would be shortly available indicating 
ministerial policy in this field and it was agreed that the sub-
Committee should bear this in mind before making any final 
recommendations. The following Committee was selected to 
undertake the work : 

Mr. Birmingham, Councillor Connolly, Mr. Ruane, Mr. Corrigan, 
Miss Lacey, Miss Kinsella. 

96 /74 CREATION OF ADDITIONAL OFFICES 

The following Report No. 38/1974 from the Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer was submitted : 
" ( 1 ) Welfare Home, Bray: 

At the meeting in February, 1974, the Board consented to 
the creation of a post of Housekeeper and a post of Assistant 
Cook to enable arrangements to proceed for the equipping of 
the Home. 
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The Home wil l be fully equipped and available for the recep
tion of residents in the near future with an initial intake of 10 
to 12 residents. It wil l accommodate 40 residents when ful l . 

It is necessary now to arrange for the full staffing of the 
Home and I propose, subject to the consent of the Board, to 
create the following posts : 

1 Superintendent (An office) — to replace the existing post 
of Housekeeper. 

1 Assistant Superintendent/Cook-Housekeeper (to replace 
the existing post of Assistant Cook). 

2 Kitchen Assistants. 

1 Cleaner. 

1 Groundsman/Porter. 

The sanction of the Minister for Health wil l be necessary to 
the creation of the office of Superintendent. 

(2) Welfare Homes at Ballymun and at Clonskeagh : 

The construction of these Homes is proceeding and it is 
expected that they will be completed and handed over to the 
Board in December next. I propose, subiect to the consent of 
the Board and the sanction of the Minister for Health, to 
create an office of Superintendent for each Home, now, so that 
arrangements can be made for the equipping of the Homes 
with the least possible delay. I shall submit further reports on 
additional staffing requirements, based on the experience of 
the workinq of the Home in Bray and when the extent of the 
services to be provided to the Homes by St. Clare's Home and 
Clonskeagh Hospital is determined. 

(3) Admission Unit — St. Ita s Hospital: 

Patients under special treatment in this unit require constant 
observation and this is proving very difficult due to the present 
lay-out of the unit. As a result, patients' comfort is affected, 
difficulties are created for the nursing staff and the need for 
special nursing facilities \s increased. 

It is proposed therefore to divide the Admission Unit into 
two separate areas : 

(1) An Admission/Treatment Unit for short-stay patients. 

(2) A Re-Assessment/Treatment Unit for long-stay 
patients. 
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In order to implement this proposal, it wil l be necessary to 
employ the following additional staff : 

2 Charge Nurses, 2 Deputy Ward Sisters and 2 Female 
Psychiatric Nurses. 

I propose, subject to the consent of the Board and to the 
sanction of the Minister for Health, to create these additional 

offices. 
There are sufficient funds in the Estimate 1974 to cover the 

expense involved in the proposals outlined at (1 ) , (2) and 
(3) above." 

After a short discussion it was unanimously resolved as 
fol lows on a proposal by Councillor Sweeney, seconded by 
Mr. Corrigan : 

"That the proposals outlined in Report No. 38/1974 be 
adopted." 

97/74 E.E.C. REGULATIONS FOR MIGRANT 
WORKERS 

The Circular from the Department of Health outlining the 
position of migrant workers and visitors having been circulated, 
was discussed. After a debate to which Dr. Jennings, Mr. 
O'Flynn, Miss Kinsella, Mr. Corcoran, Dr. Meade, Mrs. Glenn, 
Councillor Carroll and Mr. Corrigan contributed, it was unani
mously agreed that insufficient publicity had been given by 
the Department of Health to the rights of eligible persons 
visiting the E.E.C. countries and that the Department should 
be written to requesting that the ordinary public should be 
advised more comprehensively of the benefits available. Dr. 
Jennings raised the question of visitors calling on doctors 
looking for free service, without the appropriate certificate. 
Mr. Quinn advised him that the doctor should charge just as 
an Irish visitor would have to pay abroad. Dr. Meade told the 
meeting that the Association was currently discussing this 
problem with the Minister. 

98/74 ACCOMMODATION FOR ADULT 
MENTALLY HANDICAPPED 

The following Report No. 37/1974 from the Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer was submitted : 

" A t the Board Meeting on June 6th, 1974, it was unani
mously decided to adopt the proposals outlined in 
Report No. 26/1974. The main proposal therein was an 
initial provision of 100 beds for adult mentally handi
capped patients at St. Columcille's Hospital. 
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The Programme Manager, Mr. Keyes, has in the 
meantime proposed that the additional 100 beds needed 
to clear the temporary buildings at St. Ita's could also 
be sited at St. Columcille's and has requested approval 
accordingly. 

I propose with the consent of the Board to seek the 
sanction of the Minister to Mr. Keyes' proposal." 

In the course of a discussion on the item, Councillor Carroll 
deplored the delay in having the work on the extension to the 
Maternity Unit carried out and he was supported in this by 
Councillor Sweeney and Councillor Durning. It was agreed 
that the Department of Health should be informed of the 
very strong feelings of the Board at the apparent delay. 

Miss Lacey felt that an Out-Patient's Department should 
be established at the hospital and it was agreed that this 
matter should be examined. The Report, on a proposal by 
Councillor Carroll, seconded by Councillor Sweeney, was 
unanimously agreed as follows : 

"That the proposals outlined in Report No. 37/1974 be 
adopted." 

99/74 NOTICE OF MOTION FROM WICKLOW 
COUNTY COUNCIL 

The following motion from Wicklow County Council was 
proposed by Councillor J. Sweeney and seconded by Coun
cillor M. Carrol l : 

"That the Minister for Health be requested to include 
Coeliac Children in the scheme for the supply of free 
drugs for long-term illnesses." 

Dr. Stephen Doyle informed the meeting that he thought the 
motion was too narrow and that it should include all coeliacs. 
This was unanimously agreed to and the motion was amended 
by the deletion of the words "coeliac chi ldren" and the sub
stitution therefor of "coeliacs". Councillor Sweeney felt that 
all coeliacs should have medical cards and it was agreed that 
a report on this matter should be submitted to the Board for 
its consideration. It was agreed further, that Mr. Dunne should 
circulate the Department's Circular on long-term illnesses. 
Councillor Connolly felt that heart diseases should be included 
on the list and it was agreed that Councillor Connolly should 
put down a motion to this effect for a future meeting. 

100/74 OFFICE ACCOMMODATION 
SUB COMMITTEE 

Mr. Nolan, with the permission of the Chair, drew attention 
once again to the urgent need for additional office accommo-
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dation and to the -interim measures taken in that regard, in
cluding reference to the Board's sub-Committee. The meeting 
unanimously accepted his suggestion that the matter should 
be referred at once to the re-constituted sub-Committee con
sisting of the Chairman, Councillor P. Hickey, Mr. D. O'Flynn 
and Deputy H. P. Dockreil. Mr. Elliott stated that there were 
problems in the negotiations for the office accommodation at 
Thomas Street,, but that the difficulties would be resolved one 
way or the other by the end of August. 

101/74 CORRESPONDENCE 

(a) Letter dated 31/7/1974 from the Secretary, Dun 
Laoghaire Local Health Committee was read advising the 
Board that it was recommending Mr. F. Jones, Hyde Road, 
Dalkey, Co. Dublin, to fill the vacancy on that committee 
occasioned by Mr. Durning being elected to Dun Laoghaire 
Borough Corporation thereby becoming a Councillor member 
instead of being a representative of the voluntary organis
ations operating in the area and the members approved the 
appointment. 

(b) Letter dated 10/7/1974 from the Department of Health 
referring to the Board's resolution on anti-biotics in animal 
feeding stuffs was read. The Board noted that a working party 
had been set up to study the matter. Dr. Walker raised the 
question of the controls to prevent the importation and sale 
of animal feeding stuffs which are contaminated and likely to 
cause human illness. It was agreed that the Department's 
attention should be drawn to this aspect of the matter. 

(c) Letter dated 16/7/1974 from the Department of Social 
Welfare on the subject of replacement of the existing Cheap 
Fuel Scheme by a general scheme of assistance in cash 
towards the cost of lighting, heating and cooking for qualified 
persons was read. The members noted the Department's 
statement that public assistance schemes generally including 
the Fuel Scheme are at present under examination wi th a view 
to a possible review. 

The meeting concluded at 7 p.m. 

CORRECT: 

J. J. Nolan, 

Deputy Chief Executive Officer. 

Signed : 

CHAIRMAN.  




