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Report for Meeting of the Board to be held on Friday, 14th June, 2002

Report on HIV and AIDS in Ireland 2001

Dear Member,

Newly diagnosed HIV Infection in Ireland, Q3 and Q4 2001
There were 138 new diagnoses of HIV infection in Ireland in Q3 and Q4 2001. The majority of
cases (82) were among heterosexuals with 32 cases who were men who have sex with men
(MSM) and 11 among injecting drug users (IDUs). 

An analysis of the newly diagnosed cases by geographic origin shows that 69 (50%) of cases
were from Sub-Saharan Africa. Of the 82 heterosexual cases, 61 of these (74%) were from
Sub-Saharan Africa and 12 (15%) were from Ireland. Among MSM, 75% of cases were from
Ireland. Among IDUs, 91% of cases were from Ireland.  

Among cases from Sub-Saharan Africa, 74% were female while among cases from Ireland,
83% were male.  

Among the 69 cases from Sub-Saharan Africa, 10 (15%) were less than 20 years old (4 were
children less than 10 years of age) and 77% were between 20 and 40 years old. Among cases
from Ireland, 2% were less than 20 years old and 72% were between 20 and 40 years old.
Overall 75% of cases were in the 20-40 year age range at diagnosis.

Newly Diagnosed HIV Infection in Ireland, 2001
In 2001, there were 299 newly diagnosed HIV infections in Ireland. This compares to
290 cases in 2000. Exposure categories are Heterosexual: 173, MSM: 73 and IDU: 38. Between
2000 and 2001, there was a 36% increase among cases in the heterosexual risk group, the
increase among MSM which had been observed from 1999 to 2000 was sustained and there
was a 54% decrease in the number of cases among IDUs. 
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Fig. 1.
Exposure Category new HIV diagnoses 1996 – 2001

In 2001, 45% of newly diagnosed males were MSM, 35% were heterosexuals and 17% were
IDUs. Among females, 85% were heterosexuals and 8% were IDUs.  

6 males and 17 females were less than 20 years old at HIV diagnosis. Among males, 29% were
aged 20-29 and 46% of cases were in the 30-39 year age group and among females, 55% were
in the 20-29 year old age group and 24% aged 30-39.  Overall 77% of cases were in the 20-40
year age bracket at diagnosis.

In 2001, 62% of cases were resident in the ERHA at HIV diagnosis. By exposure category, 58%
of heterosexuals, 70% of MSM and 82% of IDUs were resident in the ERHA.

In 2001, 88 children were born to HIV infected mothers. Of these, three children were HIV
infected. The status of the remaining children is indeterminate (i.e. they do not meet the criteria
for HIV infection and are <18 months of age at time of test or they were born to a HIV infected
mother but their antibody status is unknown). Three older children were also diagnosed with HIV
infection in 2001.  

Cumulative total of HIV infections in Ireland
The cumulative total of HIV positive cases reported to the end of December 2001 is 2,645. The
epidemiology of HIV infection in Ireland has undergone considerable change. The number of
newly diagnosed HIV infections over the last six years among Heterosexuals, MSM and IDUs
can be seen in Figure 1. Between 1996 and 2001, there was over a 6-fold increase in the
number of cases among heterosexuals. Among MSM, there was an 80% increase in cases
between 1999 and 2000 and this increase was sustained in 2001. Among IDUs, there was a
four fold increase from 1997 to 2000 and 54% decrease from 2000 to 2001. 

AIDS cases in Ireland, Quarter 3 and 4, 2001
There were eight cases of AIDS reported in Ireland in Q3 and Q4 2001. This brings the number
of AIDS cases reported in Ireland in 2001 to 12. The cumulative total of AIDS cases reported in
Ireland is 719. In 2001, there were six cases of AIDS reported in MSM and six cases of AIDS
among heterosexuals There were two reports of AIDS related deaths in Q3 and Q4 2001. This
brings the total of AIDS related deaths reported in 2001 to 3 and the total number of AIDS
related deaths which have been reported in Ireland to date to 365.

Routine Ante-natal Testing Programme for HIV 
Routine linked ante-natal testing for HIV was introduced in all Health Boards during 1999/2000.
Perinatal transmission of HIV can be dramatically reduced by treatment of HIV positive women
with anti-retroviral drugs. In Ireland when the HIV positive status of a woman is known ante-
natally the perinatal transmission rate has so far been less than 1%.



Surveillance of ante-natal testing began in July 2001. In the Mid Western Health Board Ante-
natal clinics 1487 women, out of 2173 (68%) were tested. There was one new HIV diagnosis.
(These figures do not include private patients.)

Yours sincerely,

Dr. K. Kelleher
Director of Public Health
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