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31/33 Catherine Street,
Limerick

Fax:  061-483516

31st October  2001

To: Chairman & Each Member
Mid-Western Health Board Item No  3 on Agenda

Report for Meeting of the Board to be held on Friday, 9th November, 2001

Report of the Chief Executive Officer

Dear Member,

The following matters are for the attention of the Board:

♦ CEOs Initiative on Major Emergency Planning
The Health Board CEO Group has established a team to advise on the development of a
National Health Services approach to Major Emergency Planning.

With a perceived increased "threat" of a nuclear, chemical or biological (NCB) incident, the
team will examine the problems which can arise for the Health Services in the event of an
NCB incident and will recommend strategies and procedures which should assist the Health
Services in maximising the effectiveness of their response.

The Team will also conduct a general review of Major Emergency Planning within the Health
Services and establish common procedures and practices.

♦ Update on Nursing Home Subvention
On the 19th October 2001 the Department of Health & Children advised us to commence the
process of payment of monies to those who were adversely affected by the provision in the
Nursing Home Subvention Regulations, which allowed for the assessment of the capacity of
adults, sons/and/or daughters to contribute to the cost of their parents care between 1993
and 1997.  To facilitate the making of these payments the sum of £430,000 has been
assigned to the Board.

Currently 370 such cases have been identified.  The estimated cost for the Mid-Western
Health Board is estimated at £1.6m.

♦ Consultant in Liaison Psychiatry
The Mid-Western Health Board has now received approval from Comhairle na nOspideal for
a Consultant post in Liaison Psychiatry for the Limerick area and the Board is proceeding to
fill the post.  It is anticipated that it will be 2002 before the service can commence.  The
appointment will have major benefits for patients of the acute hospitals in the Limerick area
where interventions for co-morbidity are required during acute hospital stays, i.e. psychiatric
interventions.  The new Consultant and his/her team will provide a full-time service in this
area.



♦ Representations
A concern had been expressed from a number of public representatives regarding both the
format and content of replies from the Board to their requests for information on individual
patients regarding their treatment.  To ensure compliance with the Freedom of Information
Act 1997 and consistency of response in line with the Board’s Administrative Access Policy
1998, the matter is currently under review.  A standard request for information form is being
drafted to accommodate the situation which would enable the public representative to have
access to personal information of another individual where signed consent has been given
by the named individual.  The members will be kept informed.

♦ Resignation of Board Member
Cllr. Mary Mannion has tendered her resignation from the Mid-Western Health Board.  Cllr.
Mannion is thanked for her contribution to the Board and is wished well in all her future
endeavours.

♦ Anthrax
Since cases of Anthrax have been identified in the U.S.A. the Irish emergency services have
been prepared to deal with cases of suspicious packages in Ireland.  A national expert group
has been set up by the Department of Health & Children which has produced a detailed
protocol on how to deal with such cases.  Local arrangements are in place between the fire
services, the Gardai, the ambulance service and the Public Health Department of the Mid-
Western Health Board.

♦ National Health Strategy
It is expected that the National Health Strategy will be launched towards the end of this
month.  The Health Board will be expected to participate in that launch, both for its staff and
the local population.  Preparations are being made to facilitate this.  Additionally, it is
proposed within 2-3 days of the launch to hold a special Board meeting to present the
Strategy to Board members and to allow an early discussion on the Strategy.  Members will
be advised of dates as soon as we are informed by the Department of Health & Children.

Yours sincerely,

S. deBúrca

S. deBúrca
Priomh Oifigeach Feidhmeacháin


