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MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE MID-WESTERN

HEALTH BOARD HELD IN THE BOARDROOM, 31/33 CATHERINE

STREET, LIMERICK, ON FRIDAY, 10TH MAY, 2002 AT 11.00 A.M.

Presiding/           Cllr. K. Sheahan, Chairman

Present/ Cllr. P. Bugler Cllr. J. Casey
Dr. T. Casey Cllr. B. Chambers
Cllr. J. Clifford Dr. D. Clinch
Cllr. N. Coonan Cllr./ Dr. J. Hennessy
Cllr. S. Hillery Cllr. M. Hourigan
Ms. A. Kenny-Ryan Dr. J. Lemasney
Mr. L. MacNamara Ms. M. O’Donnell
Dep. J. O’Sullivan Cllr. K. Sheahan

Apologies/ Cllr. J. Bourke Mr. P. Burke
Cllr. P. Daly Dr. M. Donovan
Mr. D. McAvinchey

In Attendance/ Mr. S. deBurca, Chief Executive Officer
          Mr. J. O’Brien, Assistant Chief Executive Officer
          Mr. J. Conway, Assistant Chief Executive Officer

Dr. K. Kelleher, Director of Public Health
Mr. J. O’Grady, A/Assistant Chief Executive Officer
Ms. M. Woods, Communications Officer
Ms. D. O’Keeffe, Staff Officer, Secretariat

The Chairman requested that the Members,
Executive and press switch off mobile
phones during the Board Meetings.

1(a) Silent Prayer

1(b) Vote of
Sympathy

A vote of sympathy was extended to staff
who had suffered recent bereavements and
also to the family of the late Dr. Michael
Curtin, retired  Consultant Paediatrician.

1(c) Minutes Prior to the Minutes of Meeting held on the
12th April, 2002, adopted on the proposal of
Cllr. S. Hillery, seconded by Dr. D. Clinch,
Dr. Clinch requested that the Minute
include the CEO's agreement to the setting



up of a group to examine the issue of
violence against staff and the general
agreement that prosecution will be pursued
by the Board against anyone engaged in
violence against Health Board staff.

2. Correspondence The Chief Executive Officer received a
letter from the Department of Health and
Children regarding training for Specialists
in Orthodontics commencing in October,
2002, the details of which were read to the
Members.  In response to queries raised by
Dep. J. O’Sullivan, Cllr. M. Hourigan, Cllr.
J. Casey, Cllr. N. Coonan and Cllr. S.
Hillery, Mr. J. O’Brien stated that the Board
intends to continue with some private
referrals, but the preferred position is to
advertise and employ someone already
trained.  Dr. Lemasney stated that the full
training programme is of three years
duration and if possible it would be
preferred if part of that training and
provision of service could be provided in
the Mid-Western Health Board as the Board
would get some service while the trainee
undertook training.

Response from the Minister for Health &
Children in relation to a Notice of Motion
adopted by the Board regarding
Radiotherapy services in the Mid-Western
Health Board.  The Members agreed that
there is a need to campaign strongly for this
service.

Acknowledgement from the Minister for
Health & Children to a copy of a recent
Notice of Motion addressed to Comhairle na
nOspideal regarding a request to Comhairle
na nOspideal to finalise and publish its
report on A&E Services and to request the
Medical Council to defer implementation of
these guidelines pending the outcome of the
Comhairle review on A&E Services.  The
Minister has confirmed that he has noted the
contents of the Notice of Motion.



3. CEO’s Report The Chief Executive Officer briefed the
Members on the following:

Quality Assessment Programme in
Clinical Chemistry
The performance of the Laboratory in the
Mid-Western Regional Hospital in the
International Quality Assessment
Programme for General Clinical Chemistry
was ranked 39th out of 501 laboratories
assessed.  The laboratory was also ranked
1st out of 12 laboratories participating from
Ireland.  The Chairman and Members joined
the Chief Executive Officer in
congratulating Dr. Ned Barrett and his team
on these achievements.

Ambulance Base, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary
Additional funding in the amount of
�635,000 has been made available for the
development of a new ambulance base in
Roscrea.  A number of potential sites have
been reviewed in the Roscrea area.  A
planning brief is being prepared.

St. Joseph’s Community Hospital, Ennis,
Co. Clare
A grant of �20,000 from the Department of
Health & Children National Lottery funds
have been received for the provision of
patient furniture in St. Joseph’s Community
Hospital, Ennis.

Regional Drug Task Force Co-Ordinator
As a result of a Government decision, a sum
of �50,000 has been allocated to the Board
to facilitate the recruitment of a Regional
Drug Task Force Co-ordinator.

Update on Election of Professionals to the
Mid-Western Health Board
The electoral rolls for each of the
professional groups (Psychiatric Nurse,
General Nurse, Dentist, Pharmacist and
Doctor) have now been validated.



The professional Members were advised
that nomination papers are available on
request only from the Deputy Returning
Officer. Professional Members of the Board
were asked to remind their colleagues that
completed nomination papers will be
received by the Deputy Returning Officer
between 10.00a.m. and 1.00p.m on
Wednesday, 15th May, 2002 and that
nomination papers will not be accepted after
1.00p.m. on that date.

Closure of Our Lady’s Hospital Function
To mark the closure of Our Lady’s Hospital,
the CEO formally invited the Members to
attend a series of events on 30th May, 2002,
commencing with mass in the hospital
chapel, the unveiling of a piece of sculpture
and a function.  The CEO formally
congratulated all Board staff associated with
Our Lady’s Hospital.  Representatives of
various voluntary agencies, retired and
current staff have also been invited.

Visitor Ban – Mid-Western Regional
Hospital – Press Release
A ban on visitors has been introduced at the
Mid-Western Regional Hospital in an effort
to halt the spread of the Winter vomiting
bug.  Notices informing the public of the
visiting ban have been posted at prominent
locations around the hospital campus.

Final Planning Permission – MRI
Building
Final planning permission for the MRI
Building at the Mid-Western Regional
Hospital has been received.  It is hoped to
commence construction in June.

Recruitment of Therapy Staff
In response to concerns regarding the
recruitment of therapy staff and in
particular, Speech and Language Therapists,
the CEO stated that the CEO Group has
initiated a project to source these staff from



abroad.  The assignment of additional
therapy training places are at present under
consideration by the HEA.

Incontinence Wear
In response to Dep. J. O’Sullivan, the CEO
stated that funding has not been received for
incontinence wear for medical card patients
in private nursing homes and confirmed that
the matter will be taken up further with the
Department of Health & Children.

Cre House, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary
Cllr./Dr. J. Hennessy, Cllr. J. Casey and
Cllr. N. Coonan voiced concerns over the
behaviour of three teenage girls resident in
Cre House, Roscrea and requested that the
incidents referred to be investigated
immediately.  In response, Mr. J. O’Grady
stated that this care setting is not a detention
centre.  The role of the Board is to care and
not physically restrain residents.  The centre
is designed for four residents and seventeen
staff.  Cllr. J. Casey stated that in
recognising the support given to these
individuals, the Board is also responsible
for them.  Cllr./Dr. J. Hennessy suggested
that maybe these individuals would be
better off in foster care and asked that the
system in place be re-examined.

4. Report of the
CEO's of
Financial
Results
Report No. 34/02

Report No. 34/02 was noted.
The CEO informed the Members that the
Executive had it’s first quarterly review
with the Department of Health & Children
on the 9th May, 2002.  While the Board’s
management indicated a projected break-
even situation at year end, a number of core
underlying issues were raised and will be
kept under review.

5. Comhairle na
nOspideal
Report of the
Committee on
Accident and

Report No. 35/02 was noted.
Mr. O’Brien gave an outline of the
salient/significant issues in the recently
published Comhairle na nOspideal report.
Some of the Members sought clarification



Emergency
Services
Report No. 35/02

on the impact of the Report on the A&E
Departments in Ennis and Nenagh.  Mr.
O’Brien also indicated that the Report may
present opportunities for additional
Consultant cover at those hospitals.  He
informed the Members that he has raised a
number of matters with Comhairle which
require clarification.

6. Report on
Activity in Acute
Public Hospitals
in Ireland 1990-
1999
Report No. 36/02

Report No. 36/02 was noted.
The Members were informed that a copy of
the full Report is available on request.

7. Report on
Development of
Services for
Symptomatic
Breast Disease
Report No. 37/02

Report No. 37/02 was noted.
In response to queries raised by the
Members, Mr. O’Brien differentiated
between the National Breast Screening
Programme and the development of
Services for Symptomatic Breast Disease.
Mr. O’Brien gave a summary Report on
progress in implementing the national
programme on Symptomatic Breast
Disease.

8. Waiting List
Initiative Report
March, 2002
Report No. 38/02

Report No 38/02 was noted.

9. Residential Care
for the Elderly –
North Clare
Sector
Report No. 39/02

Report No. 39/02 was noted.
Cllr. S. Hillery asked for a decision to be
made by the Board regarding the purchase
of Stella Maris Nursing Home in
Lisdoonvarna, particularly in view of capital
allocation by the Department of Health &
Children of �1.2 million towards it’s
purchase and in recognition of the ageing
population in the area.  Cllr. Hillery
proposed that the provision of facilities for
the elderly in Lisdoonvarna is prioritised.
This Motion was seconded by Cllr. P.
Bugler.  Cllr. N. Coonan requested that
consideration be given to the provision of a



longstay bed Unit in Borrisokane and
voiced his concern at the reduction of
longstay beds for the elderly in North
Tipperary.  Cllr. J. Casey supported the
comments made by Cllr. N. Coonan.  Dr.
Clinch stated that it was his opinion that to
leave the care of the elderly purely to the
market system was not a good idea.  He
emphasised that Members should address
the issue of community support for the
elderly and not focus solely on continuing
care.

Dep. J. O’Sullivan stated that there is a need
for the Board to make a bigger case for
more revenue funding.

In response, the Chief Executive Officer
stated that this Report is a response to a
resolution adopted at a Joint Committee
Meeting of Board and reminded the
Members that it was their decision to
prioritise.  The CEO outlined the provision
of public longstay beds in the Mid-West and
stated that the least provided area is
Limerick with 240 longstay beds compared
to 263 in Clare.  The CEO requested the
Members to make a decision as to whether
they wished to change priorities previously
agreed.  The CEO stated t7hat there is an
obligation to assess the most appropriate
options for investment.
Cllr. S. Hillery stated that he did not wish to
have previously agreed priorities
reconsidered, but requested a full Report
and an architectural report for the June
meeting of the Board.

The Chairman, Cllr. Sheahan requested that
the Members consider the merits of what
the CEO had said.  The CEO confirmed that
this matter will come before the Board
again for consideration.



10. Launch of First
Irish Cervical
Screening
Annual Report,
2001
Report No. 40/02

Report No. 40/02 was noted.

The Chairman, Cllr. K. Sheahan, formally
launched the Report and complimented Dr.
K. Kelleher and all the staff involved in the
Cervical Screening pilot project.  In
response to Dr. J. Lemasney, Dr. Kelleher
stated that the Programme Director has
overall clinical control in terms of quality
control and accuracy.

11. Traveller
Health: A
National
Strategy 2002-
2005 Summary
Report No. 41/02

Report No. 41/02 was noted.

12. Meningitis C
Vaccination
Programme
Report 42/02

Report No. 42/02 was noted.

The Chairman, Cllr. K. Sheahan,
congratulated the staff involved in the
success of this Programme.

13. Implementation
of General
Practitioners
Out-of-Hours
Arrangements
Report No. 43/02

Report No. 43/02 was noted.

14. Questions
(a)

Questions submitted by Dep. J.
O’Sullivan:
“With regard to St. Camillus’ Hospital,
what progress has been made on the
commitment to extra nursing staff in the
2002 Service Plan; what is the current
number of long-stay beds and what was the
occupancy level of these beds from January
to April, 2002?”

A written reply was circulated and is
appended hereto as an integral part of the
Minute.



(b) “To ask what provision is currently
available to assess children for Autism.
Why the assessment that was in place was
discontinued and what advice is given to
parents who have reason to believe that
their child may be Autistic?”.
A written reply was circulated and is
appended hereto as an integral part of the
Minute.

(c) “Question submitted by Cllr. K.
Sheahan:

“To ask for up to-date on proposed private
hospital for Dooradoyle?”.

A written reply was circulated and is
appended hereto as an integral part of the
Minute.

Mr. J. O’Brien confirmed that the Members
will be given an update at the June meeting
of the Board.

(d) Question submitted by Dr. D. Clinch:

“Can the Board please be advised on when
Departments of Speech Therapy and
Occupational Therapy will be commencing
service at the Mid-Western Regional
Hospital and our other acute hospitals?”.

A written reply was circulated and is
appended hereto as an integral part of the
Minute.

Signed/ _______________________________
Cllr. K. Sheahan, Chairman

_______________________________
S. deBurca, Chief Executive Officer

_______________________________
Date
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