Report of
An Bord Uchtala

(The Adoption Board)




Report of An Bord Uchtidla

The Adaption Board

Report of
An Bord Uchtala

(The Adoption Board)

1999

BAILE ATHA CLIATH
ATNA FHOILSIL AG OIFIG AN SOLATHAITR

Lo ceanmach direach dn
CMFLG DHIOUTA FOILSEAUHAN RIALTAIS. TEACH SUN ALLIANCE,
SIATD THEAC ) LAJGHEAN, IBATLE ATHA CLIATH 2,
1 trad s Bpost &
FOMLSEACHAIN RIALTALS, AN RANNOG POST-TRACHTA,
45 BOTHAR FHEARCHAIR, BAILE ATHA CLIATH 2,
(Tehl: 0 —fed THRIL A 0T Fax: 0] =4T527005)

v ird aon diokosr leablar

LUBLIN:
MUBLISHED BY THE STATIONERY OFFICE.

T b F‘alrd‘l.ht'd directly froum the
COWERMMENT PURLICATICHNG SALE OFFICE, SUN ALLIANCE HUOWKE.
MOLESWORTH STREET, DUBLIN 2,
or by mpdl ordes ffom
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, POSTAL TRADE SECTION
4-5 HARCOLUIT ROAL, DURLIN 2,
(Tl (M -0470834 50607 Fax: 0] -47337060)
or throegh any boskscller

Price £t in)
€7.62

[ LTI ]

E 8
{
|
:




Report of An Bord Uchtdla The Adoption Board

[SBN U-T11T6-6507-8

i Government of Ireland 2001)

P on6251 Spl. S 1190 Brunswsck Fress Limed




Report of An Bord Uchtala The Adoption Board

* ¥k

* %

*k

Membership of Adoption Board

JUDGE JAMES J. O'SULLIVAN, Justice of the District Court, Chairman
JUDGE MARY FAHY, Justice of the District Court, Chairman
ORLAITH TRAYNOR, Solicitor, Deputy Chairman

DR VALERIE O'BRIEN, M.Sc., C.Q.S.W., Ph.d.

MARGARET DROMEY. Dip Inf/Sc.

FACHTNA WHITTLE, Solicitor

SIOBHAN KEOGH B.Soc.S¢. DipAp. Soc St

SEAGH MAC SIURDAIN. B.A. Dip Mot.

DR MICHALEL MULCAHY

DR DEIRDRE McINTYRE, MA.. Ph.D

SHARON O'DRISCOLL

Reegistrar: DAVID WOLFE

Judge Fahy resigned as Chairman of the Board on 23rd Seprember, 1999
to take up a new appointment and Judge O’Sullivan was appointed as
Chairman on 27th October, 1999.

Dr Deirdre Mclntyre resigned from the Board on 14th Sepremiber, 1998
and Dr Michael Mulcahy was appointed to the Board on 27th October,
1999,

The members of the Board would like to record their sincere apprecation
to Judze Fahy and Dr Melntvre for their commitment to the Adoprion
Board and the development of the Inish adoption system.

The Board would also like to express its appreciation to its staff for their
diligent work throughour the vear and to those staft who contributed o
the preparation ot this Report.
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Report of An Bord Uchtala (The Adoption Board) for 1999

To:

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

Ms. Mary Hanatin, T.ID., Minister of State ar the Departiment of Health and Cloldren.

Introduction

The Board has the honour to present its forty-seventh Report for the vear ended 31st
December, 1999,

During 1999 the Board made 317 Irish adoption orders: 242 declarations of eligibility
and suitability o adopt outside the State under the provisions of Section 5(1)(11)(11) of
the Adoprion Act, 19971 283 entries in the Register of Foreign Adoptions: and it dealr

with 1,010 search and reunion cnquiries.

The Board received a total of 367 adoprion applications for the adoption of children
resident in the State during 1998, 252 of which were in respect of family adopoons.
Applications for the adoption of Insh children placed by the Health Boards and the
Registered Adoprion Societies remained statie during 1999, The Board received a toral
of 93 such adoption applications 1 1998 compared to 94 applications i 1999, Family
adopunion applications increased shightly during 1999 with 252 adoption applications
being received compared to 241 in 1995, Sec Table 1.

The Board made 317 Inish adoption orders e 1999 compared to 400 i 1998, One
hundred and ninery seven adeption orders were made n respect of tanuly adoptions.
187 of which were made in favour of the child’s mother and her hushand. Ninety
adoption orders were made in respect of children placed for adoption by the Health
Boards and the Registered Adoption Societies compared to 99 such adoption orders in
[998. Eight Irish adoption orders were made in respect of Irish children placed
privately by birth mothers for adoption. Private adoption placements were prohibited
with the enactinient of the Adoprion Act, 1998, The Board also made twenty two lrish
adoprion orders for children from overseas, seventeen n respect of children from
Guatemala, two in respect of children fronu India. two 1in respect of children from
Paraguay and one n respect of a child from Lebanon, The children from Guatemala,
Paraguay and Lebanon were the subject of “simple™ adoptions m rhese countries and
as “simple” adopuons are not recognisable under Irish law the adopuve parents had o
apply, with the consent of the birth parents, for Irish adoption orders 1n respect of the
children. In the case of the children from India the prospective adoptive parents were
granted guardianship orders in respect of the children by the Indian High Court for the
specific purpose ot adopting the children under Trish law. The adoptive parents in all

these cases were deemed eligible and suitable to adopt oumside the State by the Board
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The Board made eleven adoprion orders in 1999 under the provisions of the Adoption

1.5
Act, 1988 and three adoption orders in respect of children with special needs. Detatls
ot applicavons processed under the provisions of the Adoption Act, 19838 set our 1n
page 17 of the Report.

1.6 A roral of 41,315 adoption orders have been made in respect of chitdren placed for
adopuon in the Stte since the inroducnon of adoption legislation 10 Treland on st
January, 1953, Sce Table 17.

1.7 The Board met on forty-one occasions during 1999, Thirty-nine meetings were held

i1 Dublin and vwo meetings were held in Galway.




2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Domestic Adoption

Trends in Domestic Adoption

The Board made 317 adopuion orders i 1999 compared to 400 adoprtion orders in
1998, a decrease of approximately 21% on the 1998 figure. This decrease can be
accounted for by the carrv-over ot adoption applications from year to year and the
increasing time it is taking to process family adoption applications because of the
complexirties involved in such applications.

Family Adoptions

Famuly adopuon applications increased slightly  during 1999 to 252 adoprion
applications compared to 241 adoprion apphcatons in 1998, A number of birth
mothers in tamily adoption applications complained to the Board that they did not
think that it sas right that thev should have to adopr their own child. In such cases the
birth mother’s husband was not the father of the child and they both applied jointly o
adopt the child into their marriage. Under current legislation the child’s mother has o
give up her sole legal rights in respect of the child when adopting the child and rake
on joint legal rights and responsibilities 1n respect of the child. Some birth mothers
considered that they had no alternauve but to give up their sole legal rights to their
child in order that they and their husband could take on joint legal righes and
responsibilities i respect of the child. [n this way the child gains inheritance nights
within the new family unit and has the same rights as any child born within thar
marriage. I'he Board considers that some alternative legislative arrangement should be
put in place whereby a birth mother could retain her legal reladonship to her child as
the childs birth mother while at the same wme allowing her husband to acquire
parental responsibility over the child.

Birth Fathers

The wend for birth fathers to request a hearing before the Board in cases where their
chuld was the subject of an adopuion application by the chid’ birth mother and her
husband continued. In sone cases birth fathers were totally opposed to the adoption of
their child and tollowing the hearing theyv took proceedings in the Courts for
guardianship and access to the child. In other cases birth tathers objected to the
adoption of their child but then decided not to exercise their potential legal rights in
respect of the child. In such cases the Board had to decide if it was in the interests and
welfare of the child to make an adoption order in the parvcular case in the knowledge
that by so doing 1t would sever all legal ties berween the birth father and the child. In
a number of cases birth fathers informed the Board that they did not wish to be heard
on the application or in other cases they informed the Board at the hearing that they

had no ditficulty with the child being adopted.

Some birth fathers 1n family adoption cases have objected to the making of an adoprion
order in respect ot their child because they are aware that their legal right to continuing

access to their child would cease if an adoption order was made. Birth fathers have
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informed the Board in some cases that they would have no objection in principle to an
adoption order being made 1n favour of the child’s mother and her husband subject to
rhelr receiving a legal guarantee that they could contnue to have access to the child
atter the order was made. The Board considers that legislation should be enacted to
enable the Board to attach condinons to the making of an adoption order which would

allow a birth father to have ongoing access to his child following the making of the
order,

Birth Registrations

In the vast majority of adoption applications which the Board processes the child's birth
father is not registered on the child’s birth certificare. In some cases birth mothers have
given the name of the child’s birth father to the Board and that person, when notified
ot the adopuon application, has subsequently deried paternity even though the birth
mother is adamant that the person she identified is the child’s father. The only way to
resolve such disputes is through DNA restuing and both parties have to agree o being
tested. In some cases one or other of the parties has refused to be rested. The Board
considers that it is vitally important that as many birth tathers as possible are encouraged
to have their name entered in the Register ot Births i che interests and weltare ot the
child. In this regard the Board suggests that consideration be given to enacting

legishation to make it mandatory tor a birth father’s name to be recorded n the Register
of Births where his identity 15 known.
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3.1

3.2
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Intercountry Adoption

Trends in Intercountry Adoption

The Board made a total of 242 declarations of eligibility and suitability to adopt abroad
m 1999 compared to 206 declarations in 1998, an increase of approximately 17% on
the 1995 figure. The number of entries made in the Register of Foreign Adoptions
increased from 259 entries in 1998 to 283 entries in 1999. The increase 1n the number
of applicant(s) applying for an assessment for inter-country adopuon can be attributed
to the decline in the number of children being placed for domestic adoption and to a
greater awareness of intercountry adoption. The continued increase in the number of
applicant(s) applyig for assessment led to longer waiting nimes for assessment in the
agencies and increased demands on agency Social Workers and Adopton Board staff in
processing these applications.

Towards a Standardised Framework for Intercountry Adoption Assessiment
Procedures

The Board welcomed the publication of the Report “Towards a Standardised
Framework for Inter-Country Adoption Assessment Procedures™ by the Minister in
July, 1999, The Report had been comnussioned by the Muuster in November, 1998
following complaints from applicant(s) at the delays in being assessed for intercountry
adoption and at the manner in which assessments were being carried out by some
Social Workers. The Report traced the development of the intercountry adoption
assessiment process since the enactinent of the Adoption Act, 1991 and it recommended
the introducnon of a Standardised Framework for assessment for intercountry adoption.
The Repout acknowledged the professionalism of Social Workers mvolved in
intercountry adoption assessment but it also noted the deficiencies in the assessment
process and the lack of standardisanon throughout the countrv. The Report
recomumiended a complete overhaul ot the assessment process and it made a number of
recommendations for improving the service to applicant(s). A key component to the re-
orgaitisation of the assessment process was the introduction of a Standardised
Framework which was both open and trangparent and based on good social work
practice. The Report identified the key issues involved in assessment for intercounory
adoption and the social work principles underpinning the assessment process. The
Standardised Framework recommended an assessment process based on the adult
education model with the applicant(s) participating fullv in the assessment process and
learning about the issues volved 1n intercountry adoption to enable them to make a
fully informed decision to adopt abroad.

Following on from the Publication of the Report which was approved by the
Governmient extra resources were allocated to the intercountry adopuon service.
Resources allocated to the agencies through the Department ot Health and Children
were targeted at the recruitment of addinonal Social Workers 1n the agencies and at
improvements to the infra-structure of the intercountry adoption service. The extra
resources allocated rto the agencies were tatgeted at agencies which had the longest
waiting lists. While it was accepted that it would take time for the extra resources to

=
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make a signficant improvement in the waiting times for assessment for istercountry
adoption, the Board noted that the waiting uame in the agencies with the longest
watting bist had started to improve by the end on 1999,

Representatives of the Board held discussions with ofhicials of the Central Adoprion
Authorities of Thatland and Belarus during 1999 as a result of which agreements were
concluded concerning the transmission of adoption applicants trom the Adoption
Board directly to the Thai and Belarus Central Adoprion Authorities. The Board
transiits adoption applications directly to Thailand, Belarus, China and the Phillipines
and rthis has led to a huge increase in work for Board staff involved in intercountry
adoprion. The Board torwards post-placement reports to the Central Authorities of
these countries ip respect ot children who were adopted in these countries and it also
tonvards post-placement reports to the Russian Embassy for tansmission to the
Rousstan Authorities in respect of children adopred in Russia. Countries are increasingly
demanding that post-placement reports be prepared on children adopred from their
countries and this has led to an increased work load tor Social Workers in the agencies
and for Board staff.

Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-Operation in Respect
of Intercountry Adoption, 1993

The Board met wirh representatives of the Department of Health and Children during
1999 to discuss the legislation being prepared by the Department to ratify the Hague
Convention on Protection of Children and Co-Operation in Respect of Intercountry
Adopuion. 1993. The Department also met with all those groups with an inrerest
mtercountry adoption as part of the consultation process. It was generally accepted that
the Board as the statutory authoriey with responsibilicy for adoprion marters in the State
should take on the role as Central Authority under the new legislation. The Convention
sers out a framework for the regulation of intercountry adoption to protect the interests
and weltare of children adopted through intercountry adoption. to ensure thac the
highest standards are maintained and to promote the establishment of co-operation
agreements berween sending and receiving countries in relation to inter-country
adoprion. The Board welcomed the proposed ranhcanon of the Convention as it would
provide further sateguards for children adopted from abroad and ensure cthac
incercountry adoption was only carried out when 1t was n the best interests ot the

child,




4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

Search and Reunion Enquiries

Trends in Search and Reunion Enquiries

['he Board received 1,010 search and reunion enquiries mn 1999 compared to [.049
such enquiries In 1998, Media reports in the summer of 1999 which indicated thac
adoprees were legally entited to the release of their original birth cerahcate led to a
large increase in the number of adoprees of writing to the Board secking the release of
a copy of their original birch cerrificate. The number of such requests increased from
42 10 1998 o 139 in 1999, an increase of approximately 2309 on the 1998 figure. As a
result the Board had to deal with a large number of requests for the release of original
birth certificates in a short period of tme and explain ro these adoptees the facrual
position that the Board had to ascertain the views of their birth mother on the release
of identifving information before it could make a decision on their application. This led
ro adoptees feeling very frustrated ac the search and reunion system and venting their
frustrarion ac staft in che adoprion agencies and in the Board and it highlighted the need
for legislation in tlis area.

Legislation on Search and Reunion

The Board met with representatives of the Department of Health and Children during
1999 to discuss the proposed legislacion on search and reumon. The Deparoment also
met with all the groups involved in this arca as part of the consulative process. The
Board highlighted to the Department che need o inwoduce legislinion to regulate
search and reunion to meet the needs of all those who had been eticcted by the

adoption experience.

[he Board 1s guided in how it deals with search and reunion enquiries by recent High
Court and Supreme Court decisions in rhis area. The experience of rhe Board is that
adoprees find it very ditficult to understand why they are denied intormation on their
birth origins and why it sometimes takes so long for their enquiry to be dealt with
either by the Board or by the adoption agency which was involved in their placement.
Professional expertise in search and reunion is continually being developed by social
work stft working for the Board and for adoption agencies. During 1999 the Board
released 45 copies of original birth cernficates 1o adoprees and only n two cases did 1t
retuse ro release a copy of an original birth cernficate o an adopree. Twenry seven
reunions were arranged by the Board's Social Work Team during 1999, In a turther 20
cases either the birth mocher or the adopree were not open to conrtacr.

Adoption Records

Records i relation to adoption applications are in most cases held by the Board or by
the adopuion agencies. Adopuon records held by adoprion agencies which de-register
with the Board are rtaken over by the Health Board where the agency was based. In the
past a number of adoptions were arranged by couples through nursing homes, religious
orders, clergy, doctors, hospitals and privatelyv. Records relaning to chese adoptions are in
some cases stll held by individuals or by the organisations which arranged the
adoptions. The Board and the adoption agencies have found it extremely ditheult to
access most of these records when dealing with search and reunion enquiries. The
Board considers that all adoprion recards held privately should be surrendered o the
Adoprion Board for sate keeping and thar legislacion be enacted in this regard.

o
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5.2

5.3

5.4

Summary of Recommendations

The Board recommends that as an alternative to adoprion that legislation be enacted to
enable a person who is not the father of a child to acquire parental respansibility in
respect of the child in a case where he marries the childs birth mother.

The Board recommends that legislanon be enacted to allow the Board to atach
conditions to the making of an adoption order which would allow a birth father to have

ongoing access to his child following the making of an adoption order in favour ot the
child’s birth mother and her husband,

The Board recommends that legislanion be enacted to make it mandatory for a birth
father's name to be recorded in the Register of Births where his idennry 1s known.

The Board recommends that legislation be enacted to ensure that all adoption records
held privately be surrendered to the Adoption Board for safekeeping.
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6.1

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

6.11

6.13

6.14

6.15

6.16

6.17

6.18

Statistical Summary of Activity During 1999
Applicanons for adoption orders receved by the Board:

Adoption orders made:

Interim adoption orders made:

Adoption orders made in respect ot boys:

Adoption orders made in respect of girls:

Adoption orders made in respect of children born within marriage:
Adoption orders made in respect of extra-marital children:

Adoption orders made in respect of leginmared
children in accordance with the Adoption Aceg, 1964

Adoption orders made 10 respect of orphans:
Adoption erders made in favour of widows:
Adoprion erders made n favour of widowers:

Adoption orders made in favour of couples where
one or both partners had a previous marriage dissolved:

Adoption orders made in favour of an unmarried person
not being a relative of the child, or a widow or widower:

Adopuon erders made in favour ot a separated spousc:

Adoprion orders made in favour of 4 married person pursuant
to Section 10(2) & (4) of the Adoption Act, 1991
with the consent of his/her spouse:

Adopuion orders made in favour of a married
person pursuant to Section 10(2) & (4) without the
consent of his/her spouse:

Adopuon orders made in cases where the Board dispensed with
the consent of the birth mother pursuant ro an order of the High Court

-

under Section 3 of the Adopuon Act, 1974:

Adoption orders made pursuant to an order of the High Court
under Section 3(1) of the Adoption Act, 1984:

SUY
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6.19 Adopruion orders made in cases where the Board
dispensed with the consent ot a birch parent
or guardian in accordance with Section 14(2)

of the Adopuon Act. 1952: 2

6.20 Adoprtion orders refused: 3

6.21 Declarations made by the Board under Section 2(1)
of the Adoption Act, 1988: 13

6.22  Cases in which the Board adjourned a decision on the application: 10

6.23 Applications for adoption orders which were withdrawn: 13

6.24  Applicanions for adoprion orders which were not proceeded with: 20

6.25 Children reclaimed by the bicth mother: 2

6.26  Children removed trom the applicants care by the placing agency: 0

6.27  Children recurned to the placing agency or the birth mother by the applicants: U

6.28 Children who died prior to the making of an adopuion order: 0

Notes:~

¢ Applications ‘not proceeded with refer to those deemed withdrawn by the Board for
various teasons, including failure by the applicants to provide the necessary proofs in
support of their application.

* The ditterence berween the number of applications recetved and the number of
adoption orders made and applications otherwise disposed of is explained by the carry-
over of cases from previous years.

* Nil returns have been shown for some activity areas in order that stanstical comparisons

can be made from year to vear.
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7.  Search and Reunion Enquiries Received During 1999

7.1 Wrirten enquiries from adoptees tor contact with:-
(a) thelir birth mother 137
(b) their birch father 10
() their sibling(s) 24
171
7.2 Written enquiries from adoprees for:-
(a) the name of the adoption agency which 198
arranged their adoption
(b} for access to information from the Board's file 38
(c) for the release of a copy of their original birth certificate 13%
375
7.3 Written enquiries from birth families:-
(a) birth mothers 91
(b) birch fathers 12
{c) relations 22
124
7.4 Written enguiries from agencies on behalt of:-
(a) adoprees 129
(b) birth mothers 60
() birth fathers 7
(d) relatives 17
213
7.5 Written enquiries received from-
(a) adoprive parents 17
(b) Solicitors, Citizens Advice, etc. 8
(c) where no adoption application received 102
127
7.6 Toral number of written search and reumon enquiries Lot

received during 1999
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7.7  Summary of search and reunion activity during 1999:-

(a) number of referrals made to placement agencies. 182
(b} number of scarches undertaken. 77
(c) number of searches discontinued. B}
[d) number of cases where there was agreement ro 27

a reunion.

(e) number of cases where a request for a reunion 20
was refused.

() number of cases where post-reunion counselling 10
Was On-going.

{g) Number of cases where the adopree and the 83
birth mother were counselled by the Board’s
[ f ' Social Work Team.
i
: } (h) number of cases where a copy of the child’s 45
by original birth cernficate was released to the adopree.
{1) number of cases where the release of a copy 2
of the adopted child’s original birth certiticare
' was refused by the Board.
i
L]
' (i) number of cases where the tracer was given full 4
access to and a copy of the Board’s file.
: i (k) number of enquiries referred to other agencies 20
! tor counselling,
i E
' E {1 number of cases where reports furnished to agencies 183
§ by Board staff.
i
E (m) number of letters writtenn in connecrion wirh search 774
1

and reunion cnguiries.

S

(n) number of scarch and reunion enquiries carried forward. 166




8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

Adoption Act, 1988

The Adoprion Act, 1988 extended the categories of children who could be legally
adopred mn the State. The Act provides for the adoption of children, in cerrain
exceptional circumstances, whose parents have faled in their constitutional dury
towards them and where there is a loss or abandonment of parental rights under the
Constitution. Children of marriage, abandoned children, children whose eligibility for
adopdon cannot be established and children in long-term foster care where there has
been no placement of the child for adopuion at the cime of reception into care of the
child may be adopred under the "88 Act. In such cases the Board has ro be authorised
by the High Courr to make an adoption order in cach individual case.

During 1999 the Board made eleven adoption orders pursuant to an order of the High
Court under the provisions of the "88 Act in respect of four children of imarriage, four
non-mariral childeen, owo extra-marital children and one abandoned child. The Board
decided that seven adoption applications received during 1999 would have to be
processed under the provisions of the ‘88 Act. By the ¢nd of 1999 the Board had before
it thirty-cight adoption applications which were being processed under the provisions
of the "88 Act and n twenty four cases the applications were either the subject of High
Court proceedings or proceedings were in the process of being drafted.

In 1999 the Board made thirteen declaranons under the '88 Act and adjourned these
applications pending the decision of the High Court in each case. Four of the
applications were in respect of children of marriage. eight applications were in respecr

of non-marital children and one application was in respect of a legitimated child.

The Board is obliged under the terms of the "88 Act to hear the applicants, the child
where appropriate, its own Welfare Officer and representatives of the Health Board in
whose tuncoonal area the applicants reside. The Board contacts the birth parents, where
possible, in each case which is being processed under the provisions of the "88 Act and
offers them a hearing on the application. During 1999 the Board heard five birth
mothers, one birth father and the applicants in all cases. The Board also heard the
Eastern Health Board on eight applications, the Western Health Board on three
applications, the Southern Health Board on three applications and the Mid-Woestern
Health Board on one application. Two of these applications were subsequently
processed under the terms of the Adoption Act. 1952.

17
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. Adoption Act, 1991

9.1 The following statistics relate to entries made in the Register of Foreign Adoptions
during 1999.

9.2 [ntercountry adoptions recognised and entered in the Register of Foreign Adoptions
during 1999 i respect of adoptions cttected by persons who were domiciled, habitually
resident or ordinarily resident outside the State under Sections 2,3 & 4 of the Adoption
Act, 1991:-

(a) entries made under Section 2 of the Adoption Act, 1991 26
(b) entries made under Secrion 3 of the Adoption Act, 1991 {0

{c) entries made under Scection 4 of the Adoption Act, 1991 76
) P
102

g3 Intercountry adoptions recognised and entered in the Register >
ot Foreign Adoptions during 1999 in respect of adopuons effected
prior to Ist July, 1992 by persons ordwarily resident mn the State
under Section 5{[)(1)(I) of the Adopuon Act, 1991 as amended
by the Adoption Act, 1998.

9.4 [ntercountry adoptions recognised and entered in the Register 76
ot Foreign Adoptions in respect of adoptions effected on or after
Ist July, 1992 by persons ordinarily resident m the State who had
declarations made in their favour under Section 3(1) (1) (1I)
of the Adoption Act, 1991,

9.5 Tortal number of inter-country adoptions recogiised and enrtered 283
1 the Register of Foreign Adopuons.

(3]

9.6 Applications for recognition and entry 1n the Register
of Foreign Adopuons which were refused.

9.7 Applications for declarations of eligibility and suitability 240
to adopt outside the State under Section (D) (i) (1)
of the Adoption Act, 1991,

R Declarations of eligibility and suitability to adopt outside 242
the State made by the Board under Section 5(I}{w)(11)
of the Adopuion Act, 1991.

9.9 Extensions to declarations of eligibilicy and suitabilicy 51
to adopt outside the State which were granted by the Board.

Y. 10 Applications for declarations of eligibility and suitabiicy 1
to adopt outside the State which were refused by the Board.

i8
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Table |

APPLICATIONS FOR IRISH ADOPTION ORDERS, 1999

NON-FAMILY APPLICATIONS
Applications received in respect of children placed by: n
_l;cgi:emo;;:}_n_Sﬂdci_eIes - 50 I5.2ﬁ? 1
Health boards 38 10.35%
Birch mother (wichin the stare)* 3 (.82%,
Persons (including the birth mother) < "
. or authorities ourside the seare - ) l_h 190
| - - 115 31.34%

Total non-tamily applications

| *Privare adoprion placements within the State were prohibited under the rernns of the Adoption Act, 1995, |

The applications reterred to here were all received prior to the Act becoming law:

| FAMILY APPLICATIONS

Applicarions received from

- Birth mother and her husband 2-_43 66.21%
| Birth mother alone ! 0.27%
Birth father alone - 0.000%
Birth father and his wite — OL00%
Grandparents 5 1.36%
Other relatives : : _3_ __T,HZT}’&—
Total Family Applicatons 252 OH.66%
TOTAL 367 100.0%
¥ 1.91%

Applications to be processed under Adoption Act, 1988*

*The Adoption Act, 1988 applications are included in the overall wotal above in their variowns categorisations,
This figure refers only 1o 19948 applications definitely proceeding under this Act ac the end of the year.
Ochers will ulimarely proceed under this Act when full informanon on them comes to hand.

' Chart |

APPLICATIONS FOR IRISH ADOPTION ORDERS, 1999

15 26%

: B a6%

B Registered Adoption Societies
Health boards
Birth mother (withn the state)®

. Persons (inciuding the birth mather)
490 ar authories outside the state

Total Family Applications
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.. LR T

The Adoprion Board ‘

A i et e e

e el



Repert of An Bord Uchtidla The Adoption Board

Table 2
IRISH ADOPTION ORDERS MADE, 1999

Orders made in respect of bovs 163 51.42%

Orders made in respect of girls 154 48.58%

Total 317 Lon.ou,

NON-FAMILY ADOPTIONS

Orders made in respect of children placed by:

Registered adopution societies 53 16.72%

Health boards 37 11.67%

Irish Private Placements 8 2.52%

Children placed by persons or authorites outside the State 22 6.94%

Total non-tamily adoprions 120 37.853%

FAMILY ADOPTIONS

Birth mother and her husband 187 58.99%,

Birth mother alone 0 0.00%

Birth father and his wife ! 0.32%

Birth tather alone 0 0.00%

Grandparents 4 1.26%

Orther relarives 5 1.58%
- Toul family adopuions 197 62.15%

TOTAL 317 100.00%

Chart 2
IRISH ADOPTION ORDERS MADE, 1999
15% i
1177 48
. Registered Adopbion Sooeties
Health boards

irsh Prevate Placements

| 6.7%
Children placed outside the State

HEE SN

Total Famuly adoptions




Report of An Bord Uchtdla The Adaoption Board “

Table 3
ORDERS MADE IN RESPECT OF RESIDENTS OF EACH HEALTH BOARD AREA

; nsus |99
Health Board AdFs;;Jgns % J:ad:-ﬁ:r:?y % Total % &%5:; total b
population
Eastern ] 21.77% i 12.62% 10w 34.38% 35%
CMidand | 14 | 442% | 2 | o63% | 16 | 505% | 6%
Mid-Western 21 6.62% |5 5.68% 39 12,300, 9%
L_Nurth‘Ensrcrn 28 8.53% 12 3.79% 40 | _1 2.62% "%
I?i}:hh\;ft‘;lt‘_ﬂ: . __5_ -__-] .5_3‘%:_ﬂ ‘ _i 1.58% 10 3.15% 6%
i Snuth-En:;cr: 20 6.31% 7 2.21% 27 8.52% 1%
| Southern 25 7.HOY, 22 6.94%, 47 14 53, 15%
Western i5 4.73% 14 +.42% 29 9.15% 10
TOTAL 197 62.15% 120 37.85% 317 100.00% 100%
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Table 4

ORDERS MADE 1999 IN RESPECT OF PLACEMENTS
BY EACH ADOPTION SOCIETY AND HEALTH BOARD

Society 1998 1999
Canamh 18 24
PACT 1 4
RGAS 3 (
St Louises 8 3
Sacred Heart Adoprion Sociery 6 4
St. Anne’s Adopton Society 2 +
CLANN 6 11
Limerick Carholic Adopton Sociery 13 0
St. Arrracta’s Adoprion Soclery 7 0]
st. Catherine’s Adoption Society I |
St. Mura’s Adoption Sociery 3 2
Total 63 53
Health Board

Eastern ]

' Midland 2 3 A{
Mid-Wiestern 0 12 |
North-Eastern + 5 1
North-Western 0 1
South-Eastern G 4
Southern 11 7 ]
Western 0 0
TOTAL 31 37
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Table 5
SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROUP OF ADOPTERS

T & | o |
i bt
|r Professional workers 12 E_Hl)"zf. L1 5.]?_"1: - 23
' Managerial and technical 16 2335% | 40 3333% | 86
| Non-manual 23 | 1168% | 26 | 2167% | 49
IF- aﬁed manual - 7h 37.06% 25 20.83% 93
| Semi-skilled 2% 13.200% | 12 0.00% | 38
. Unskilled 16 B.12% § 5.000% 22 -
| All others gainfully employed 1 (.51% 0 0.00% _1 ]
TOTAL 197 100.00% | 120 |100.00% = 317
Table 6
AGE OF CHILD AT DATE OF ADOPTION ORDER
: iy
| Fumffy Nu?-‘qufJ‘y Totl
| Adoptions Adoptions
! i gl
Um‘h:r_l year B | 0 __U.'[}E'}iu::i _Z’.Tr’_ :EZ.SU%_;_ E’ N
Between | and 2 years ! 0.51% 54 45.00% 55
h_Bet:wern E:ud. 3 }'c’il; . _i 0.51% 9 7.50%: 14
| Between 3 and 4 years {1 3.05% 3 4.17% I
Between 4 and 5 years 24 | [0.15% 2 1.67% 22 i
| Berween 5 and 10 years 93 47.21% 12 10.00%, 105
Between 10and 15 years | 63 | 3198% | 3 250% | 66
Berween 15 and 18 years [2 .09, b 6.67% 20
| Between 18 and 21 years l 0.51% 0 0.00%, i l
:.'TOTAL - 197 | 100.00% = 120 | 100.00% | 317
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Chart 3
AGE OF CHILD AT DATE OF ADOPTION ORDER - FAMILY CASES

| B Under | vear Berween 4 and 5 years
aros Between | and 2years [ Between 5 and 10 years
, . Between 2 and 3 years B Between iDand 15 years
B  setweenJand4years | Between 15 and 18 years
. Betwesn 18 and 21 years

Chart 4
AGE OF CHILD AT DATE OF ADOPTION ORDER — NON-FAMILY CASES

Under | year Between 4 and 5 pears

B T —

Between | and 2years ]  Between 5 and 10 years
Between 2and 3vears [l Betwsen (0 and 15 years

Between Jand 4 years | Between 15 and 18 years

'i’
|

i
]
. | 213
) |
|
§ Table 7
§ |
| STRUCTURE OF ADOPTIVE FAMILIES
i
; Fﬂm.ff}.f Non-Family Total
. Adoptions Adoptions
i 1999 % 1999 Ya
2 No other children 68 34.32% 58 48.33% 126
3 MNatural children only 120 60.91% 16 13.33% 136
Adopted children only + 2.03% 41 34.17% 45
Natural and Adopted children 5 2.54% 5 4.17% 10
TOTAL 197 100.00% 120 100.00% 317
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Table 8
AGE OF CHILD AT PLACEMENT FOR ADOPTION
lessthan| 2-06 a-9 12| 12-18]| 18-24]| 2-5 Over TOTA '
TOTAL |
Zmhs | months | months | months | months | months years 5 years ' |
Canamh i 14 3 ) i ] i i 24
PACT i 4 1] 1 ( 1 0 ] 4
Sacred Heart
| i " 0 4 i il §] 0 8] (b 4
Adop(mn Saciery
St Anne's
: : 0 1 2 1 0 1] 0 i 4
Adopuon Sociery
St. Catherine’s
0 ! ] 0 i) 0 N 1 1
Adopron Soctery
CLANN 1] 3 3 2 1] 1 0 i 11
St. Lowise
I | ] (i 1] 0 0 3
Adoprion Saciery
St Mura’s
T 1 ) 0 i 0 (1 0 2
Adoprion Sociery
L R — —
Health Boards ) 20 b (h 1] §] El 0 37 I
Privare Adoprtion |
Placements
o 2 3 .| g 4 2 1 i 22
(Orurside State)
— . - -
Private Adoption I
7] il )] {1 Nl (] ] 1 B
Placements (Treland) |
TOTAL 17 59 20 9 1 3 6 2 120 |
14.17% | 49.17% | 16.67% | 7.50% | 3.33% | 2.50% | 5.00% | 1.67% | 100% ‘

Chart 5

Lessthan 2months [l 12-18 months
2-6 months . |8-24 months
&9 months D 2-5 years

9-12 months B owersvers
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Table 9
LENGTH OF TIME BETWEEN DATE OF PLACEMENT AND DATE OF ORDER
lessthan| 2—-6 | 6-10 | 10— 14| 14-1B)I1B-24| 2-5 Cheer TOTAL
Z2mihs | months | months | months | months | months years 5 years
- Cinanih 0 I 2] i | 0 0 0 24
L. PACT 0 0 4 i 1] 0 i i 4
:I Sacred Heart
. . i 1 ] 2 0 b 1 0N o4
§ { Adoption Society
St Annes
! o i 1 3 i L f ) i 4
1 Adopnon Society
%' St. Catherine’s
M , . 0 i 1 0 0 0 f i 1
p Adopnion Sociery
L g CLANN 1 i i | { il 0" i 1
g ¥
' : - St Louise
3 | _ _ 0 ] | 0 0 () 1 | 3
1 - Adoprion Sociery
Y |
4 St Mura’s : g
§ i 1] 2 4 {1 0 }
{ Adoption Society : (
: Health Boards 0 i 14 6 0 I 3 i4 37
r Private Adoption
£
! Placements
: . 0 4 6 1 2 > 4 0 22
# (Ouside State)
1 Private Adopnon
3 ] 0 il 0 { 2 3 3 B
) | Placements (Treland)
|I ! TOTAL 0 7 63 14 3 4 11 18 120
: 3 : 0.00% | 5.83% | 52.50% | 11.67% | 2.50% | 3.33% | 9.07% | 15.00% | 100%
=
S |

Chart 6

I
5
%

e
i
=
T
- o
-
3

B 26momhs
S— [ 410 menths

B 04 months

B 4-18months
3.3 | 8-24 months

2.5%
B o5
9.17%
B Oversyears
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Table 10

LENGTH OF TIME BETWEEN DATE OF APPLICATION FOR ORDER AND

MAKING OF ORDER

BN

B EEN[]

Less than & months
6-12 months

12-18 months
18-24 manths

Cer 2 vears

Less than 6-12 12-18 18- 24 Over TOTAL
& miths mionths manths mariths J years
Cilnaimh 9 14 1 4] 1] 24
PACT 4 {1 (4 ¥ 4] 4
Sacred Heart
- . 1 1 2 0 1] 4
Adoprion Sociery
St Anne’s
T 1 3 0 0 i 4
Adoption Sociery
St. Catherine’s
3 3 §] | 3] [ i 1
Adoption Sociery
CLANN 3 7 1 0 i 11
St. Louise
| : e (1 | 0 | 1 3
- Adoprion Society
C St Mura’s
o 0 2 0 0 0 2
Adoprion Socicty
Health Boards 3 19 2 3 ] 37
Private Adoprion
Placements z 2 . I I 55
{Ourside State) 7
Privare Adoption
2 i} ! 3 2 8
Placements (Irelind)
Family Adopaons ] 117 Hi O 16 197
TOTAL 47 174 52 14 30 317
14.83% 54.89% 16.40% 4.42% 9.46% 100%%
Chart 7
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Table 11
INFORMATION ON BIRTH FATHER

ldent: |
= v Natified but
Mo kriown didat Hegrd Took |
7 s
iderttifyig but not - by procesdings*® |Decessed | TOTAL***
| - . 2 o chef mat antend
] {_ inforrmation rotified of ) Baird
y : hearing
2 appication™
| Cianamh 14 0 10 0 0 0 24
i == e
= PACT ) 0 4 0 f 0 4
Sacred Heart
£, u , : 3 {0 I 0 0 ] 4
1 | Adoption Society
M E St. Anne’s
: A 3 0 1 0 0 0 4
Adopuon Sociery
- St Catherine’s
] y ; ] 0 (] (1 0 0 1
1 Adoption Society
-8 CLANN 6 0 5 0 0 0 11
- =
I 8 " St. Louise ‘ , ) |
] " 8 . . 8] 0 3 0 0 4] 3
\ ? t Adoption Sociery
| 1 3 St. Mura’s
' N . L 1 0 1 0 8] { 2 |
r 4 Adoprion Sociery [
| A -
‘ Health Boards 7 7 17 2 ) 4 37
} iom :
| i ‘rwate A.dcpuxa'n . 5 0 4 ! 0 | 8
| Placements {Treland]
| - Private Adoption
2] [T
i [ lau:t_m ns 17 1 3 0 1) [ 22
' | [Ouside Stace)
I I
| ] ' - Family Adoptions 6 40 121 14 5 10 196
| £
TOTAL 60 48 170 17 5 16 316
i
‘ 18.99% 15.19% 53.80% 5.38% 1.58% 5.06% 100%
|
: ‘ » Ihis figure mcludes cases where the fathens” identines were known but they were untraceable for notfication JIREE s,
] I
- “i ** o This figure reters ra fathen who ook procecdings ur sespect of the chuld subsequent o being nottficd of the adoprion application or
& 3y being heard by the Hoard,
e 4 *ar This matal B exciodes one case where the birth tither adapoed the child hismusedf.
i : |
b
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AGE OF ADOPTERS —FAMILY ADOPTIONS

473

45

114

403

18-30 pears
30-35 years
3540 yeary
4045 years

Crmr 45

187

Table 12
AGE OF ADOPTERS AT TIME OF MAKING OF ADOPTION ORDER
er;:ﬂ 3?'&;;5 3.;:0 -1ffﬂ;5 45:-;5 TOTAL

Chnamh 0 20 23 R ._3-__ il 46

PACT 0 : " ! | 8

Sacred Heart

Adoption Society 9 l ¥ E ¥ 8

St. Anne’s i . : g -_“ i

Adopoon Seciery

St Catherine's

Adoprion Sociery N : ! " : .

CLANN 0 2 11 5 1 B 22

St. Louise

Adoption Sociery ¥ ! . l 4 ¥

St Mura’s I

Adoption Socicty Y t g : ? e

Health Boards i I 29 13 20 72

Private Adoprion

Placements (Ireland) 1 4 * ' g 1B
. Private Adoprion

MNore .

Eé: :::::i:l ‘;‘t.m:} ; g e e o #
| Family Adoptions 139 148 53 15 17 395

TOTAL 161 197 155 | 62 55 630
- 25.56% 31.27%, 24.60% 9.84% B.73% 100%;

Chart 8 | Chart 9

AGE OF ADOPTERS — NON-FAMILY ADOPTIONS

18-30 years
30-35 years
35-40 ygars
40-45 years
Quer 45
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Table 13
AGE OF BIRTH MOTHER AT DATE OF BIRTH OF CHILD

Under ia | 1618 | 18-21 =25 | 25-30 | Over30 | Not known | TOTAL

Cunamh U 1 11 ) 5 3 i 24 |

PACT i {) 3 | o 0 U 4

Sacred Heart
Adopoon Sociery

S Anne’s

Adoprion Sociery

St Catherine’s

Adopnon Socteny

CLANN 0 | 5 3 | | 0 11 |

St. Louse
Adoption Sociery
St Mura’s |

Adoprion Society

Health Boards ] 1 7 14 7 7 I 37

Private Adoprion

Placements (lrish)
Privare Adoprion

Placements ( 4 3
(Qurside State)

L
4=
u
b
[

TOTAL 1 12 33 33 16 19 6 120

1

0.83% | 10.00% | 27.50% | 27.50% | 13.33% | 15.83% | 5.00% [100.00%

Chart 10

under 16 [l 25-30
I6-18 B owio
18-21 Il Unknown

133 71235
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Table 14
ANALYSIS OF PLACEMENTS, 1990-1999

990 1991 1992 1933 1994 995 994 1997 R | 999 |

Numiber of ]
appheanons
received i) 646 | 614 520 482 | 438 07 | 431 368 | 367

Number of l
orders made 648 5510 A0 424 4910 4005 422 00 3T |

(&3
b
e

Orders made in
respect of
children by:

|

|

; Adoprion |
Societies m2 277 244 | 9 130 114 115 U5 il 53 |

|

i

[ 45.0% | 46.9% | 46.7% | 39.2% | 35.4% | 22.2% [ 28.42%| 22.5% | 17% |16.75%

i Health
Boards ns 46 64 63 44 48 26 31 3l 37

10.5% | 7.8% [12.2% | 13.0% | 11.5%( 9.8% [ 6.4% | 9.7% | 7.75% | 11.67%

Birth morher
and others 20 I 15 7 25 36 2] 36 a7 30

L31% | 1.7% | 2.9% 3.4% | 5.9% | 7.4% 5.2% | B.5% | 9.25% [ 9.46%:

Number of
orders niade in
respect al

family adoptions | 268 257 20 33 20 297 243 250 264 197

145 | 43,650 | 3B.2% | 44400 | 47.2% ) 60.6% | 60.0% | 59.3% | 66.00 |62.15%

Graph |
FAMILY ADOPTIONS AS A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL ADOPTIONS 1990-99

70%

65% o Sl
/ |
60% - - —
55%
505 / |
45% i /_,.//
40% e
35% B 1 i L. L i) I 1 1
1990 1991 992 1993 1994 1995 996 1997 (998  |999
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Table 15
BIRTH AND ADOPTION TRENDS IN IRELAND, 1953 - 1999
— Year Tatal Mor-Marital % of Total Mumber of Adoptions as % of |
| Births Births Births Adoptions | Non-Marital Births
153 62558 1340 2,14 3®1T | 284 |
1954 62534 1310 209 885 67.8
1955 61662 1234 2 786 63.7
1936 60740 1173 1.93 565 48.2
r 1057 61242 1032 1.69 752 2.9
CES 59510 976 1.64 592 6.7
| 1959 6l 188 959 1.59 501 32.2
1960 60735 963 159 305 52.2
| 1961 59825 975 1.63 547 56.1
1962 (1782 1111 1.8 (99 62.9
] L1963 632406 1157 1.83 B0 2.6 ]
! & L1964 64072 1292 | 202 | R
F 1965 63525 1403 ET 1049 74.8
v 1960 | 62215 1436 231 1174 32
: ’E : 1967 | 61307 13401 T TR 96.9
i3 1968 | 61004 1558 2.55 1343 86.2
{ F 1 1969 62912 1642 2.61 1225 74.6
: i ; 1970 64382 1709 2,65 1414 82.7
. ki | 1971 67551 1842 2,93 1303 70.8
" 1972 | 68327 200 | 293 1291 4.4 g
1 1973 | e8| 2167 = 31 1402 64.7 '
1974 68907 2300 3.35 1415 61.3
; | 1975 67178 2515 374 1443 57.4
| L1976 | 67718 2545 3.76 104 3.4
1977 | 68892 | 2877 | 412 1127 9.2
1978 70299 KN 4.27 1223 40,7
1979 72539 3337 46 | uss 296 |
1980 74064 3723 5.03 HE 29.9
1981 72158 3914 5.42 P19l 30.4
1982 70843 | 4358 6.15 1191 27.3
8 & 1V83 67117 | 4552 678 | 1184 26
-« 1984 o462 5116 7.99 ' 1es | 234
! ' 1983 62388 5282 8.5 82 16,7
I B 1986 | 61620 5946 9.6 RO 13.5
: = 1987 58433 | 6347 10.9 715 11.3
H B | 1988 | 54600 | 6483 | TR 10
T B 1989 52018 6671 | 12.8 615 9.2
5 1990 53044 7767 146 | 648 8.3
E = 3 1991 52718 8912 169 | 590 6.6
: 1992 51080 o211 | a8 | 523 5.6
E , 1993 49304 9826 199 | 500 5.1
: 1994 47928 9904 20.7 124 43
- 1995 | 48530 10788 22.2 490 45 |
3 1996 50390 12484 24.8 405 3.2
X (997 52511 13502 26,56 422 3.04
> 1995 53551 15133 25.26 400 204
1999 53354 16461 30,85 317 1.93

o Sources: Statistical Abstracts (various vears) C.5.0)
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Table 16

NUMBER OF DECLARATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY AND SUITABILITY GRANTED AND
REFUSED BY THE ADOPTION BOARD UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991

Year Number of declarations granted Number of declarations refused
1991 4 |
1992 40 1
1993 54 6 '
1994 63 3 o
1995 LO9 N 4
1996 117 3
1997 176 ]
1998 206 5
19949 242 !
TOTAL 1011 25
Graph 2

NUMBER OF DECLARATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY AND SUITABILITY GRANTED
AND REFUSED BY THE ADOPTION BOARD UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991
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Table 17 f
-
DECLARATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY AND SUITABILITY AND EXTENSIONS GRANTED BY THE ADOPTION BOARD %
BY HEALTH BOARD AND/OR REGISTERED ADOPTION SOCIETY IN 1999 2
3
5 2
Approval to Approval to Approval to TOTAL - TDTAL.— 2
y _ adopt one adopt three Declarations Extensions Dedlarations C
gency adopt one . . a
hild child ar iclentified grante/ prarited granted and =
two siblings siblings extensions granted 0
EHB _27 6 103 17 120 B
MHB b 2 | 9 4 3
 MWHB 6 3 9 2 n
 NEHB S _[ 22 22
NWHB ! 0 1 4 5
SEHB Il_ G |7 O 23
SHD3 41 r 42 4+ 46
WHB 17 3 22 7 29
Siacred Heart I | 2 5 7
Clarecare 2 1 3 3
St Mura’s 4 6 10 2 12
PACT z 0 2 2 o
TOTAL 209 32 1 242 51 293 a
- g
b
3
=
o
a.
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Chart 11 3
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Table 18

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED ABROAD FROM
EACH COUNTRY BETWEEN 1991 AND 1999

Country MNumber of Children % of Total
Romania 644 64.08%
Roussia 133 13.23%
Guatemala 89 8.86%
China 25 2.49%
Brazil 16 1.59%
India 15 1. 49%;
Colombia R 11 1.09%
Paraguay 13 1.29%
Thatland 10 1.00%%
Vietnam g 0.90%
Peru 5 0.50%,
Kazakhstan 5 0500
Echiopia + (0. 40%
“_Bci.'lrus < 0.40%
Mexico = {.40%
Texas, USA 3 0.30%
Tatwan 2 0.20%
Uganda 2 0.20%
Bolivia 0 0.10%
Bulgaria I 0.10%
Chile 1 0.10%
El Salvador 1 0. 10%
Israel 1 0. 101
Japan 1 0.10%
Massachusetts, USA 1 0.10%
Sri Lanka 1 0.10% j
Venezuela - I 0.10%
Zambia o I 0.10%
TOTAL 1005 100.00%
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Chart 12

SUMMARY — NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED ABROAD IN RESPECT OF
ADOPTIONS APPROVED BY THE BOARD 1991 — 1999

Bduptee Ags, 1RAR popaie sty

Bdopues Aoy 184) anphe sy

Enirves in. the Regraer ol Forege
Agiopbor under The Adepton
gt 1]

50

Table 19

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED INTO IRELAND WHOSE ADOPTIONS HAVE BEEN
ENTERED IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS EACH YEAR 1991 TO 1999

Country 19911992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 m‘

'~ Belarus o 1 NiE 1 |4 1s

| Bolivia | | |
Brazil 2 3 6 1 l 3 16 |

. Bulgaria o ki | i 11T 11

| China 1 14 10 25

 Colombia 1 1 I 2 i 2 2 10
El Salvador - B R T3 | [
Ethiopia 2 l 1 4
lsrael 1 I
Kazakhstan 5 5
Massachusetts, USA | 1 l
Mexico 3 3
Pamgu;;_ . " S 11T -
Romania 38 |294 38 36 36 41 41 44 56 644 |
Roussia l 1 4 53 74 133
Sri Lanka ] . | == F
Taiwan | 2 I
Texas, USA | 2 3 |
Thai];md_- 1 il 2 3 5 I
Vic:cn;m i o 1 B T e T

~ Zambia I (N 1 1 I
TOTAL 58 (297 | 45 | 39 | 40 | 54 | 51 | 120 | 176 | 880
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Table 20

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE ADOPTIONS HAVE
BEEN OR ARE BEING PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1952 BY YEAR
OF APPLICATION FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER FROM 1991 TO 1999

Country [921 11992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | (996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | Total
Chile I 1
Colombia l ‘ 1
Guatemala | 1 2 9 15 26 20 10 84
India 1 1 1 3 6O 3 15
; Japan T_H 1
r Mexaico I | |
: g Paraguay 1 1 2 4
f Peru 2 1 | 1 5
. ; ' Venezuela 1 I
{ F ) TOTAL 3| 4 3 s | 10 | 17 | 31 | 27 |13 | 113
J !
. Table 21
. ' NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE ADOPTIONS HAVYE
' 4 BEEN OR ARE BEING PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1988 BY YEAR
4 OF APPLICATION FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER FROM 1991 TO 1999
y Country 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | {928 | 1999 | Total
i Guatemala 2 2 i 5 o
& Lebanon 1 1
* .| Paraguay L e
B = : - Uganda 2 2
ot | Vietnmm 1 1
& B | ToTAL o [o [ 5 | o | 2] 1[2]0o]z2]1
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Table 22

SUMMARY — NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED ABROAD IN RESPECT OF ADOPTIONS
ENTERED IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS AND IN RESPECT OF APPLICATIONS
FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS, 1952 AND 1988

[921] 1992 | 1993 | 1994 (1995|1996 | 1997 1998 1999 | Total

Entries in the Register of |
Foreign Adopuons under | 58 | 297 | 45 39 | 40 54 51 120 | 176 | 880
the Adopuon Act, 1991

Adopuon Acr, 1952

G 3 4 3 5 1n 17 31 77 13 113
Applicatons
Adoprion Act, 1988 _ |
ot b 0 ( 2 & 2 1 2 0 2 12
Applicaoons
TOTAL 61 | 301 53 44 52 72 84 147 | 191 1005 -I
% OF TOTAL 6.07 |29.95 1 5.27 |4.38 | 5.17 | 7.16 | 8.36 | 14.63| 19.00 | 100
Graph 3

SUMMARY — NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED ABROAD IN RESPECT OF ADOPTIONS
ENTERED IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS AND IN RESPECT OF APPLICATIONS
FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS, 1952 AND 1988

500 [ Entries i the Register of Foralgn Adoprions
under the Adoption Act. 1991
Adoptions Act, 1952 Applications
400 - Adoptions AcL 1988 Applications
| 300
|
200 |
|
|
100
0 | L l ! I L - | Sy 0 ) . | W |
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Table 23

AGE OF CHILD AT TIME ADOPTION WAS EFFECTED BY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN IN
RESPECT OF ENTRIES IN FOREIGN ADOPTION REGISTER FOR THE YEARS 1991 - 1999

i 0= l=2 | 2<3 | 3=4 | 4<3 | 5<6 | &6<7 |7 years TOTAL
year ald | years ald | years ald | years old | years old | years old | years old | & older
g Belarus ] ! 1 I 4 |
Bolivia | |
: Brazil 8 2 2 2 1 | 16
> B Bulgaria ! ' o 1
E | China o | 15 25
: Colombia + 2 2 1 | 1
[ El Salvador | |
i Lthiopia 2 | ! 4
{ [srael 1 = &% I B |
I { Kazakhstan i 3 o 1 1 il 5
j ¥ Massachusers, USA I 1
| F - Mexico 2 1 3
:I - i Paraguay 3 3 t6
'r ' Riemania 328 164 87 51 10 2 | I 44
’ 3 Runssia 77 | 28 | 13 7 4 3 | 133
' X | Sri Lanka 1 1
| . Tartwan 1 1 2
' Texas, USA 3 %
Thailand | 2 6 | 10
,*. Vietnaum 7 1 b
| $ Zambia 1 |
i TOTAL 448 217 106 68 22 9 4 6 880
! % % OF TOTAL 50.91  24.66 | 12.05 @ 7.73 2.50 1.02 0.45 0.68 100
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Table 24

AGE OF CHILD AT TIME OF PLACEMENT FOR ALL FOREIGN ADOPTIONS PROCESSED
UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1952 BETWEEN 1991 AND 1999

- 0<!t | 1<2[2<3|3<4|4<5]|5<6|6<7|7pon|
el vear old | years old | years oid | years old | years old | years old | years old| & older

Chile BE 1

Colombia | 1
Guatemala 65 15 2 | 1 H4
India 7 3 3 | | 5
Japan 1 i
Mexico | I
Paraguay 4 | 4
Peru 2 1 ] l | 5
Venerzuela ] ' ]
TOTAL 80 21 7 3 0 0 0 2 113
% OF TOTAL 70.80 | 18.58 6.19 2.65 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.77 100

Table 25

AGE OF CHILD ADOPTED FROM ABROAD AT TIME OF PLACEMENT FOR
APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER WHICH HAVE BEEN OR ARE BEING
PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1988 IN THE YEARS 1991 - 1999

< | | = < < <5 = <7 | 7

Coueey rj:r.:'r old | years jld yjars :‘d y:ars :Jd y:urs ;h:f y:afs jrd jr:ars oid &J:f:j]:' o
Guatenala 3 | | | 5
Lebanon I 1
Paraguay 2 ] 3
Uganda i 1 2
Vietnam 1 1
TOTAL 8 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 12
% OF TOTAL 66.67 | 25.00 B8.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100
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Table 26

SUMMARY — AGE OF CHILD AT TIME OF PLACEMENT IN RESPECT OF ADOPTIONS ENTERED IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS AND
IN RESPECT OF APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS 1952 AND 1988 BETWEEN 1991 AND 1999

g<I | <2 Z<3 3<4 4<35 5<6 6<7y [ years TOTAL
yedr old years old years aid yedrs old years old years ald years ofd & older
Entries in the Register of Foreign i
; - R 21 14006 (6] 22 9 4 ( S0
Adoptions under the Adoption Act, 1991 7 : : ’ ®
Adoptian Act, 1952 Applications 80 2] 7 3 i ) 0 2 113
Adopuon Act, 1983 | N 3 1 0 8] 0 0 u 12
TOTAL 536 241 114 71 22 9 4 8 1005
% OF TOTAL 53.33% 23.98% 11.34% 7.06% 2.19% 0.90% 0.40% 0.80% 100%
Chart 13

SUMMARY — AGE OF CHILD AT TIME OF PLACEMENT IN RESPECT OF ADOPTIONS ENTERED IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS AND
IN RESPECT OF APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS 1952 AND 1988 BETWEEN 1991 AND 1999

500 |~ Il At 1951 Aghiation
Adoptiiss A, 1952 Agplicatany
400 | Aategiionn Ao | BE Apploati
300 |
200
100
- - — b I Y S |

6I<1 fe? 2«3 B8<4 4<5 ..‘-'><6 6<7 7yearé
years years years years years years years & older
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Table 27
SEX OF CHILD FOR CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE ADOPTIONS HAVE BEEN ENTERED IN THE -
REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991 IN THE YEARS 1991 TO 1999 g
199 1697 1903 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 rgg: || Touier e feas ?T;
\ 1991 ta | 999 3
: : . . _ Tatal Tu.mf Tt g
Country Boys | Girfs | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Gids| Boys | Girls =
Belarus 1‘ “_3 | 3 -+ E
- — =
Bolivia | | L B
Brazil o 2 2 2 4 | | 2 1 ) 0 16 :
Bulgaria - 1 T | i 1 |
Chitia I 1 | 4| L | 9] 1| 24| 25
Colombm i ] ] 1 ’«_; ] e ! 2 2 L fy L 4 1]
El Salvador 1 1 |
Ethiopia ~ B0 S B ES K | N EN
Israel ] - : 1
Kazakhstan . e - 1 4 i i 5
Mussachuoserts, USA i l_ = 1 I
Mexico i | . 2 I 2 1 3
Paraguay 3 3 N IERE
R.omania 27 [ 31 [naa 50 [ 16 [ 22 |18 [18 |15 |2t [ 2318 |18 [23 ]| 17 [27 | 27 | 29| 305 | 339 | 6aa
Russia | 1l Talovlasalo] s [u] w5 103
Sri Lanka | ' T I |
Tawan | I I B T I -
Texas, USA L | 2 =1 il 3 =
Thailand I o i 3 | 2] 6] 41 10 =
Vietnam | | I/l | 5 | 7 8 E:-j
Zambia 1 | | &
"TOTAL | 27 | 31 |145 152 | 19 | 26 | 19 | 20 | 16 | 24 | 30 | 24 | 24 | 27 | 55 | 65 | 84 | 92| 419 | 461 | 880 2
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Table 28 ﬁ’
SEX OF CHILD FOR CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER HAYE BEEN 3
OR ARE BEING PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1952 IN THE YEARS 1991 TO 1999. =
= - z
Total for the Years 3
[99] 1992 1993 [ 9594 1995 1994 (997 | 998 [ Go% 1991 to 1999 a
. . . fotal thai Toral :::-_'
Country Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girs | Boys | Girls | Boys | Gids | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girds | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls| Bays | Girfs al.
Chile 1 i il .
Colombia I ! I ]
Guatemala 1 I | 3 1 9 0 11 15 14 § 4 ) 49 | 35 He
Indchia [ _ | | 2 4 2 13 15
—Tl:lp:m 1 I B T 1 |
Mesxico 1t 1 1 I
Paraguay | | N 2 2 4
Peru ] 2 i | | | — 3
Venezuela I . | |
TOTAL 1 2|2 |2 [t |2]1[a]eo |1 [ofe[nz|19]17[10] 4 [o]se]s7 |13

pipog vondopy ayy




Table 29 2
SEX OF CHILD FOR CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER HAVE BEEN 2
OR ARE BEING PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1988 IN THE YEARS 1991 TO 1999. °,
>
1991 | 1992 i 1995 | 1996 1997 | 1998 190y | TR fpraeYeus g
o 1 _ 1991 to 1999 3
Total | Total Total e
Country Boys | Girls | Bays | Girls | Boys Glﬂil Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Gils| Boys | Girls &
| Guatemala 2 | BE . - I 1| 4 5 v
Lebanon it . | I | 1 |
Paraguay I ; 1 1 l__ | 2 1 3
Ugpanda 2 N ] 2 2
Viemam ‘ { 3 | | .T. B
TOTAL 2 3 1 1 I 1 2 2 6 6 12
Table 30
SUMMARY - SEX OF CHILD FOR CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE ADOPTIONS HAVE BEEN ENTERED
IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS AND IN RESPECT OF APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER
UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS 1952 AND 1988
I._a:mnny o Boys Girls =
Entries in the Register of Foreign Adoptions under the Adoption Act, 1991 419 I 461 %
Adoption Act, 1952 Applications N 56 57 ‘E
Adoprtion Act, 1988, Applications £y 0 i
| TOTAL 481 524 J E




Table 31

AGE OF APPLICANT(S) AT TIME OF APPLICATION TO THE ADOPTION BOARD ALLOCATED (1) BY YEAR OF ENTRY
IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS IN RESPECT OF ADOPTIONS RECOGNISED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991
AND (2) BY YEAR OF APPLICATION FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS, 1952 AND 1988

Total number of

B|EI4IN piog Uy jo juoday

elodi | g2 1§93 1994 P95 [ QP8 | GG7 | 98 { G99 Appliconts
199 - 1999
ACE RANGE it % Ma af " Ha - W T. Mo of . Mo, of = o o . Mo of . hin of . = .
Appdoorts Appaen Applears e s Apmbroay Appleant Al iy Anpdcoriy Apse i,
Under 25 vears 1 [EReR I R TETTE Y {01185
253 years old 4 4.76%] 33 7.549% | |3 2 2 901 4 o, 26% 3 253 2 141 7 2.63% 3 K| 36 4,380

<3 wearsold | 23 [27.38%) 132 Bos34s| 14 [ 1944%] 22 | 3188% | 35 | 37236 | 43 (3707 41 |28.87%] 53 |1992%] 54 [15.61%| 363 | 28400

33<3% years old 24 [2857w] 113 Ppsosw] 19 | 2639] 20 | 2899% | IS | 1903% ] 33 | 2845 42 (2958|822 (Sosdn ] 115 3324w 351 | 2T.46%

F9<43 years old I8 (2043 Tu e 24 | 3333 1 1594% ] 21 [ 223 ] 21 RG] 30 |21.83%| AR |25.56% ) 04 (3707|204 | 20.66%

43247 years old I [HLome) 33 [12.18% by M) 7 10,14 1 1170 i T.70% 19 (1338 ] 37 .I 3914 .;r7 16.47%] 154 | 12.05%
$7<30 years old 3 2385 19 4378 fr RIW] 5 7.25% 3 A9 3 2.5‘.?:-‘: 4 282 12 451%] 14 |40 | 34 | 4.23%
SHAd years old 2 238%] 5 LIS ) [.45% 2 2130 3 2.5 A ERA R 3 LHEH 5 L45% | 21 1645
3437 years old I L] 4 1,92%: . | | | [.45%, | iR L 4 | 16N 7 1L55%
3700 veears old | 0230 . 2 075%1 D LY 3 [1,23%:
6l vears and olded - 4 | D92% o foim ] 4 ] B3
TOTAL 84 | 100% | 435 |100% | 72 100% | 69 1004 94 10:0% 116 | 100% | 142 [ 100% | 266 | 100% | 346 | 100 | 1278 | 100%

Prior o the enactmient of the Adoption Act, 1991 applicants were able to adopr abroad withour @ declaranon ot ehgibility and smabiicy = tiese applicanes are allocated by vear

of inital apphcadon w the Board.

proog vondapy sy




Report of An Bord Uchtdla The Adoption Board -

Table 32

NUMBER OF SOLE APPLICANTS WHO ADOPTED CHILDREN FROM ABROAD WHOSE
ADOPTIONS WERE (!) RECOGNISED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991 AND (2) PROCESSED
UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1988 FOR THE YEARS 1991 — 1999. THERE WERE NO
APPLICATIONS PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1952

Number of sole applicants who had the Number of sole applicants by year B
Year adoption entered in the Register of of application for an adoption order
Foreign Adoptions by year of entry, whose applications were processed
[ Adoption Act, 1991(1) under the Adoption Act, 1988 (2)
T 1991 0 0
| 1992 7 g]
1993 2 2
1994 1 )]
1995 0 i
1996 ¥ 0
1997 () {) J
1995 2 0
1999 2 (
TOTAL 14 2

Onnly one sole applicant who had an adopion entered i the Regiser of Foreign Adoprions was male {1992)

!
:
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Table 33

EMPLOYMENT CATEGORIES OF ADOPTIVE PARENTS WHO HAD ENTRIES MADE
IN THE BOARD’S REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS IN 1999 IN RESPECT OF
ADOPTIONS RECOGNISED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991.

Country h ' Number %

Professional s 11.98%
Managerial/ Technical 132 41.25%
Non-Manual '] 52 16.25%

Skilled Manual 33 10.31%
Semi-skilled 18 5.63%

Unskilled 1 0.31% R T
Housewilfe 46 ___:P- - EB%

Total 320 , 100.00% N

i S R S

(Caregories based on Census of the Papulation social classes — hist of constiment occupations based on Central
Statsuies Office dara — [statisnies tor housewives also included)).

Chart 14

EMPLOYMENT CATEGORIES OF ADOPTIVE PARENTS WHO HAD ENTRIES MADE
IN THE BOARD'S REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS IN 1999
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APPLICATIONS FORWARDED TO P.R. CHINA FOR 1998 AND 1999

Table 34

Application Status | 998 1999

Applications Transmitted ] 19 20)

Adoptions Fialised 19 15

Applications Cancelled | 0 |
Table 35

APPLICATIONS FORWARDED TO THAILAND FOR 1998 AND 1999

Application Status 1998 1999

Applications Transmicted 0 7

Adoptions Finalised 0 0

Applications Cancelled 0 2
Table 36

APPLICATIONS FORWARDED TO BELARUS FOR 1998 AND 1999

Application Status 1998 1999
Applicatons Transnutted () 4
Adoptons Finalised 0 2

Applicatons Cancelled

0
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