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Judge Fahy resigned as Chairman of the Board on 23rd September. 1999 
to take up a new appointment and Judge O 'Sullivan was appointed as 
Chairman on 27th O ctober. 1999. 

Dr Deirdre Mcintyre resigned from the Board on 14th September, 1998 
and Dr MjchaeJ Mulcahy was appointed to the Board on 27th October, 
1999. 

The members of the Board would like to record their sincere appreciation 
to Judge Fahy and Dr Mcintyre for their commjtment to the Adoption 
Board and the development of the Irish adoption sy tem. 

The Board wou ld also like to express its appreciation to its staff for their 
diligent work throughout the year and to those staff who contributed to 
the preparation of this Report. 
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Report of An Bard Uchtala The Adoption Boord 

Report of An Bord Uchtala (The Adoption Board) for 1999 

To: Ms. Mary Hanafi n, T. D., M inister o f State at th e D epartment of Hea lth and C hildren. 

I . Introduction 

1.1 The Boa rd has the ho nour to present its fo rty-seven thR.epo rt fo r th e yea r ended 3 1 st 

December. 1999. 

1.2 During 1999 the Board made 3 17 I rish adoption o rders: 242 decla rati o ns of el igibility 

and sui tabil ity to adopt outside the Sta te under th e provisions of Secti o n 5 (1)(iii)( I1 ) of 

the Ado ptio n Act. 199 1: 283 entries in th e R.egister of Foreign Adoptio ns; and it dea lt 

with 1,0 I 0 sea rch and reuni on enquiri es. 

1.3 The Board received a tota l of 367 adoption applica tio ns for the adoptio n o f children 

resident in the State d uring 1998, 252 of w hi ch were in respect o f fa ill ily adoptions. 

Appl ica tions for the ado ptio n of Irish children placed by th e H ealth Boards and the 

I~egiste red Ado ptio n Societies remained stati c durin g 1999. The Board received a total 

of 93 such adoption applicatio ns in 1998 cOlllpared to 94 applicati o ns in 1999. Faillil y 

adoption appl ica ti o ns increased slightl y d uring 1999 w ith 252 adoption appli cations 

being rece ived compared to 241 in 1998. Sec T able I. 

1.4 The Board made 317 Irish adopti o n o rders in 1999 compared to 400 in 1<)98 . O ne 

hundred and njnety seven adoption o rders were Illade in respect of f.1 nlily adoptio ns, 

187 of \Vhich were made in f.1Voll r of th e child 's mother and her husband . N ine ty 

ado ptio n o rders were made in respect of children placed fo r ado ption by the H ealth 

Boa rds and th e R.egistered Adoption Societi es compared to 99 such adoptio n o rders in 

1998. Eight Irish adoption o rd ers were made in respect of Irish children placed 

privately by birth moth ers fo r adoption. Private adoption placements were prohjbjted 

w ith th e enac tment of the Ado ptio n Act, 1998. The Board also made twenty two l ris h 

adop ti o n orders for ch ildren fro ll! overseas, seventeen in respec t of children froll! 

G uatemala, two in respec t of children fro ll! India, twO in respect of children fro m 

Paraguay and o ne in respect of a child fr0111 Lebanon. T he chi ldren from G uatemala, 

Paraguay and Lebano n were th e subject of "simple" ado ptio ns in th ese countri es and 

as "simple" adoptio ns are nOt recognisable under lrish law the adoptive parents had to 

apply. with the consent of th e birth parems, fo r Irish adoptio n orders in respec t of th e 

children. I n th e case of the children fi'o ll! I nd ia th e prospective adoptive parents \Vere 

granted guardia nship orders in respect of th e children by (he Indi an High Court fo r the 

spec ifi c purpose of adopting the childre n unde r Irish law. The ado ptive parem s in all 

these cases were dee l11 ed eli gible and su itable to adop t ou tside the Sta te by the Boa rd 

in advance of arra ngi ng the adopti o ns. Sec T ables 2 & 22.2. 
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1. 5 The Board made eleven adoption orders in 1999 under the provisions of the Adoption 

Act, 1988 and three adoption o rders in respect of children with special needs. Details 
of applica tions processed und er the provisions of the Adoption Act, 1988 se t out in 
page 17 of the R eport. 

1.6 A to tal of -11.31 S adoption o rders have been made in respecc of children placed for 
adoption in the State since the introduction of adoption legi slation in Ireland on 1st 

January , 1953. Sec T able 17. 

1.7 The Board met on fo rry-o ne occasions during 1999. Thirty- nine meetings were held 

in Dublin and two meetin gs were held in Galway. 
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2. Domestic Adoption 

2.1 Trends in Domesti c Adoption 

The Boa rd m ade 3 17 adopt.i on ord ers in 1999 compared t.o 400 adoptio n orders in 

1998, a decrease of approximately 21 % o n th e 1998 fi gure. This decrease call be 

accou nted fo r by the carry-over of adoption applicatio ns from year to yea r and th e 

increasing time it is taking t.o process fa mily adoptio n applicatio ns beca use o f the 

co mplexiti es involved in such applica tio ns. 

2.2 Family Adoptions 

Famil y adoptio n applica ti ons increased sli ghtly during 1999 t.o 252 ado ption 

appli cat.i o ns compared t.o 24 1 adoptio n applica tions in 1998. A number of birth 

m oth ers in fa mily ado ptio n appli cati ons complained t.o th e Board that th ey did not 

think tb at it was right that th ey should have to adopt their own child. In such cases the 

birth m o th er 's husband was not the fa th er o f the child and they bo th applied j o imly t.o 

adopt th e child into the ir m arriage. Under current leg islati o n the child 's m o th er has t.o 

g ive up her sole legal ri ghts in respect o f th e child w hen adopting the child and take 

o n j o int legal ri ghts and responsibilities in respect o f th e child . Some birth mo th ers 

co nsidered that th ey had no alternati ve but to g ive up the ir sole legal ri ghts to th eir 

child in order that th ey and th eir husband could take on j oint legal rights and 

respo nsibiliti es in respect o f th e child . In this way th e child gains inheritance rights 

w ithin th e new family unit and has th e sam e ri ghts as any child born w ithin th at 

m arriage. The Board considers that som e altern ati ve legislative arrangem ent sho uld be 

put in place w hereby a birth mo th er could retain her legal relati o nship to her child as 

the child 's birth m oth er w hile at th e sa m e tim e aUowing her husband t.o acquire 

parental respo nsibili ty over th e child. 

2 .3 Birth Fathers 

The trend fo r birth fa th ers t.o regu est a hearing be fo re th e Board in cases where th eir 

child was th e subj ect o f an adoptio n appli ca tio n by th e child 's birth mo th er and her 

husband continued. I n som e cases birth fa tilers we re totally opposed to th e adopti on of 

th eir child and fo ll owing th e hea ring th ey took proceedin gs in tbe Courts fo r 

guardianship and access to the child . In other cases birth fa thers objected to th e 

adoption o f the ir child bu t th en decided not to exercise th eir po tential legal ri ghts in 

respec t o f th e chi ld . In such cases the Board had to decide if it was in the interests and 

welfare o f th e child to make an adoptio n o rder in th e parti cular case in th e know ledge 

tbat by so do ing it would sever all legal ti es between th e birth fath er and the child . In 

a number of cases bi rth fath ers info rm ed the Board th at they did not w ish to be hea rd 

o n th e appli catio n o r in other cases they info rm ed th e Board at th e hea rin g that th ey 

had no di ffic ul ty w ith th e child being adopted. 

2.4 Some birth fathers in fa mily ado ptio n cases have objected to th e m aking of an ado ption 

order in respect of their child because they are aware that the ir legal right to continuing 

access to th eir child wo uld cease if an adoptio n order was made. Birth fathers have 
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informed the Board in somc cases that they would have no objection in principle to an 
adoption order being made in favour of the child 's mother and her husband subject to 
their receiving a legal guarantee that they could continue to have access to the child 
after the order was made. The Board considers that legislation should be enacted to 
enable the Board to attach conditions to the making of an adoption order which would 
allow a birth father to haw ongoing access to his child following the making of the 
order. 

2.5 Birth Registrations 

I n the vast majority of adoptio n applications which the Board processes the child 's birth 
father is not registered on the child's birth certificatc. In some cases birth mothers have 

given the name of the child 's birth father to the Board and that person, when notified 

of the adoption application, has subsequently denied paternity even though the birth 

mother is adam am that the person she identified is the child's f.1ther. The only way to 

resolve such disputes is through DNA testin g and both parti es have to agree to being 

tested. In some cases one or o ther of the parties has refused to be tested. The Board 

considers that it is vitally important that as many birth fathers as possible are encouraged 

to have their name entered in the R.egister of l.hrth, III the IIlterem <lI1d wdtare of d,e 

child. In this rega rd the Board suggests that consideration be g iven to enacting 

legislation to make it mandatory for a birth father's name to be recorded in the R.egister 
of Births where his identity is known. 
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3. Intercountry Adoption 

3.1 Trends in Intercountry Adoption 

The Board made a total of242 declarations of eligibiliry and suitability to adopt abroad 
in 1999 compared to 206 declarations in '1998, an increase of approximately 17% on 
the 1998 fi gure. The number of entries made in the R egister of Foreign Adoptions 
increased from 259 entries in 1998 to 283 entries in 1999. The increase in the number 

of applicant(s) applying for an assessment for inter-country adoption can be attributed 
to the decline in the number of children being placed for domesti c adoption and to a 
grea ter awa reness of intercountry adoption. The continued increase in the number o f 

appli cant (s) applying for assessment led to longer waiting times for assessment in the 

age ncies and increased demands on age ncy Social Workers and Adoption Board staff in 

processing tbese applications. 

3.2 Towards a Standardised Framework for Intercountry Adoption Assessment 
Procedures 

The Boa rd welcomed the publication of the R epo rt "Towards a Standardised 
Framework for Inter-Country Adoption Assessment Procedures" by the Minister in 

July, '1999. The R eport had been commissioned by the Minister in November, 1998 

following complaints fi'om appli cant(s) at the delays in being assessed for intercountry 

adoption and at the manner in which assessments were being ca rr ied O llt by some 
Social Workers. The R eport traced the development of the intercountry adoption 

assessment process since the enactment of the Adop ti on Act, 199 1 and it reco mmended 
the introduction of a Standardised Framework for assessment for intercountry adoption . 

The R eport acknowledged the professionalism of Social Workers involved in 

intercountry adoption assessment but it also noted the defi ciencies in the assessment 

process and the lack o f standa rdisa tion throughout the country. The R eport 
recommended a complete overhaul of the assessment process and it made a number of 

reco llli11endatio ns for improving the service to applicant(s). A key component to the re­

organisation of the assessment process was the introduction of a Standardised 

Framework which was both open and transparent and based on good social work 

prac ti ce. The R eport identifi ed the key issues involved in assessment for intercountry 

adoption and the social work principles underpinning the assessment process . The 

Standardised Framework recommended an assessment process based on the adult 

education 1I10dei with the appli cant(s) participating full y in the assessment process and 
lea rning about the issues involved in intercountry adoption to enable them to make a 

full y informed decision to adopt abroad . 

3.3 Following on fi'ol11 the Publication of the R.epo rt which was approved by the 
Governnlent extra resources were allocated to th e intercountry adoptio n service. 
R.esources alloca ted to the agencies through the Department of Health and Children 
were targeted at the recruitment of additional Social Workers in the agencies and at 
improvements to the infra-structure of the intetcountry adoption service. The extra 
resources allocated to the agencies were targeted at agencies which had the longest 
waiting lists. While it was accepted that it would take time for the extra resources to 

! 
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make a significant improvemen t in the waiting rinles for assessment for intercountry 

adoption, the Board noted that the waiting time in the agencies with the longest 
waiting list had started to improve by the end on 1999. 

3.4 R epresentatives of the Boa rd held discussions with ollicds of the Central Adoption 
Authorities of Thailand and Belarus during 1999 as a result of which agreements were 
concluded concerning the transmission of adoption applicants from the Adoption 
Board directly to the Thai and Belarus Central Adoption Authorities. The Board 
transmits adoption applications direc tly to Thailand , Belarus, C hina and the Phillipines 
and this has led to a huge increase in work for Board staff involved in intercountry 
adoption. T he Board fo rwa rds post-placement reports to the Central Authorities of 
these countries in respect of children who were adopted in these countries and it also 
forwards post-placement reports to the Russian Embassy for transmission to the 
RussiauAuthorities in respect of children adopted in Russia. Countries are increasingly 
demanding that post-placement reports be prepared on children adopted from their 
countries and this has led to an increased wo rk load for Social Workers in the agencies 
and for Board staff. 

3.5 H ague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-Opera tion in Respect 
of Intercountry Adoption , 1993 

The Board met with representatives of the Department of Health and C hildren during 
1999 to discuss the legislation being prepared by the Department to ratify the Hague 
Convention on Protection of C hi ldren and Co-Opetation in R espect of Intercountry 
Adoption , 1993. The Department also met with all those groups with an interest in 
intercountty adoption as part of the consultation process. It was genera lly accepted that 
the Board as the statutory authori ty with responsibility fo r adoption matters in the State 
should take on the role as Central Authority under the new legislati on. The Conventio n 
sets out a framework for the regulation of intercountry adoption to protect the interests 
and welr., re of children adopted through intercountry adoption, to ensure that the 

highest standards are maintai ned and to promote the establishment of co-operation 
agreements between sending an d receiving countri es in relatio n to inter- country 

adoption. The Board welcomed the proposed ratifi ca tion of the Convention as it would 
provide further safeguards for children adop ted from ab road and ensure that 
intercountry adoption was only ca rried out when it was in the best interests of the 

child. 
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4. Search and Reunion Enquiries 

4 .1 Trends in Search and Reunion Enquiries 

The Boa rd rece ived 1,0 10 search and reunion enquiries in 1999 compared to 1,0-19 
such enquiries in 1998. Media reports in the sumlller of 1999 which indica ted that 
adoptees were legally entitled to the release of their o ri ginal birth certificate led to a 
large increase in the number of adoptees of writing to the Board seeking the release of 
a copy of their original birth certificate. The number of such requests increased [rom 
-12 in 1998 to 139 in 1999, an increase of approximately 230% on the 1998 figure. As a 
result the Board had to deal with a large number of requests for the release of original 
birth certifica tes in a short period of time and explain to these adoptees the factual 
position that the Board had to ascertain the views of their birth mother on the release 
of identifying information before it could make a decision on their applica tio n. This led 
to adoptees feeling very fr ustrated at the search and reunion system and venting their 
frustration at staff in the adoption agencies and in the Board and it highlighted the need 
for legislation in rllis area . 

4.2 Legislation on Search and Reunion 

4.3 

4.4 

The Board met with represe ntatives of the Department of Health and C hildren during 
1999 to discuss the proposed legislation on search and reunion. The Department also 
met with all the groups involved in this area as part of the consu ltative process. The 
Board highlighted to the Department the need to introduce legislation to regulate 
sea rch and reunion to meet the needs of "II those who had been effec ted by the 
adoption experience. 

The Board is guided in how it deals with search and reunion enquiries by recent High 
Court and Supreme Court decisions in this area. The experience of the Board is that 
adoptees find it very diffi cult to understand why they are denied information on their 
birth o rigins and why it sometimes takes so long for their enquiry to be dealt Witll 
ei ther by the Board or by the adoption agency which was involved in their placement. 
Professional expertise in sea rch and reunion is continually being developed by social 
work staff working for the Board and for adoption agencies. During 1999 the Board 
released -15 copies of original birth certificates to adoptees and only in twO cases did it 
refuse to release a copy of an original birth certifica te to an adoptee. Twenty seven 
reunions were arranged by the Board 's Social Work Team during 1999. In a further 20 
cases either the birth mother or the adoptee were no t open to contact. 

Adoption Records 

l"l..ecords in relation to adoption appli cations are in most cases held by the Board or by 
the adoption agencies. Adopti on records held by adoption agencies which de-register 
with the Board are taken over by the Health Board where the agency was based. In the 
past a number of adoptions were arranged by couples through nursing homes, religious 
orders. clergy, doctors, hospitals and privately. Records relating to these adoptions are in 
some cases still held by individuals o r by the o rga nisations which arranged the 
adoptions. The Board and the adoption agencies have found it extremely difficult to 
access most of these reco rds when dealing with search and reunion enqui ries. The 
Boa rd considers that all adoption records held privately should be surrendered to the 
Adoption Board for sa fe keep ing and that legislation be enacted in this regard . 

:' 
I,' j­

I" 

, 

, 

I 

, 

= 
11 



Rep ort of An Bord Uch t ala The Adoption Board 

5. Summary of Recommendations 

5.1 The Board recommends that as an alternative to adoption that legislation be enacted to 
enable a person who is not the fa ther of a child to acquire parental responsibility in 
respect of the child in a case where he marri es the child 's birth mother. 

5.2 T he Board recommends that legislation be enacted to allow the Board to attach 
conditions to the makin g of an adoption order which would allow a birth fa ther to have 
ongoing access to his child follow ing the making of an adoption order in f,,,,our of the 

chi ld's birth mother and her husband. 

5.3 The Board recolllmends that legislation be enacted to make it mandatory fo r a birth 

fat her's name to be recorded in the R egister of Births where his identi ty is known. 

5.4 The Board recommends that legislation be enacted to ensure that all adoption records 

held privately be surrendered to the Adoption Board for safekeeping. 
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6. Statistical Summary of Activity During 1999 

6.1 

6 .2 

6 .3 

6.4 

6.5 

6.6 

6 .7 

6.8 

6.9 

6 .10 

6.11 

Applications for adoption orders received by the Board: 

Adoption orders made: 

I ntenm adoption orders made: 

Adoption orders made in respect of boys: 

Adoption orders made in respect of girls: 

Adoption orders made in respec t of children born within marriage: 

Adoption o rders made in respect of extra-marital children: 

Adoption orders made in respect of legitimated 

chi ldren in accordance with the Adoption Act, 196-+: 

Adoption orders made in respect of orphans: 

Adoption orders made in f.wollr of widow.: 

Adoption orders made in f.wour of widowers: 

6 .12 Adoption orders made in favour of couples where 

one or both partners had a previous marriage dissolved: 

6.13 Adoption orders made in favour of an unmarri ed person 

not being a relative of the child. or a widow or widower: 

6 .14 Adoption orders made in favour of a separated spollse: 

6.15 Adoption orders l11ade in favour of a married person pursuant 
to Section 10(2) & (-+) of the Adoption Act, 1')')1 

with the consent of his/ her spome: 

6 .16 Adoption orders l11ade in favour of a married 
person pursuant to Section 10(2) & (-+) without the 
consent of his/ber spollse: 

6 .17 Adoption orders made in cases where the Board dispensed with 

6 .18 

the consent of the birth mother pursuallt to an order of the H igh COllrt 
under Section 3 of the Adoption Act, 197-+: 

Adoption orders made pursuant to an order of the High Coun 

under Section 3(1) of the Adoption Act, 1988: 

367 

317 

o 

163 

15-+ 

9 

(J 

o 

(J 

2 

o 

() 

II 
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6.19 Adoption orders made in cases where the Board 
dispensed with the consent of a birth parent 
or guardian in accorda nce w ith Section 14(2) 

The Adoption Boord 

of the Adoption Act, 1952: 2 

6.20 Adoption orders refused: 3 

6.21 Declarations made by the Board under Section 2(1) 
of the Adoption Act, 1988: 13 

6.22 Cases in which the Board adjourned a dec ision on the applica ti on: I 0 

6.23 Appli cations for adoption o rders which were withdtawn: 13 

6.24 Appli cations fo r adoption orders which were not proceeded with : 20. 

6 .25 C hildren reclaimed by the birth mother: 2 

6 .26 C hildren removed [rom the applicants care by the placing agency: 0 

6.27 C hildren returned ro the placing agency or the birth mother by the applicants: 0 

6 .28 C hildren who died prior ro the makin g of an adoption order: 0 

Notes:-

• Appli cations 'not proceeded with ' refer to those deemed withdrawn by the Board for 
various reasons, inclucling failure by the applicants to provide the necessa ry proofs in 

support of their application . 

• The difference between the number of appli catio ns received and the number of 
adoption orders made and applications o therwise disposed of is explained by the carry­

over of cases from previous years. 

• N il returns have been shown for some activity areas in order that statistica l comparisons 

can be made from year to year. 
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7. Search and Reunion Enquiries Received During 1999 

7.1 Written enquiries from adoptees for contact with:-

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

their birrh mother 

their birtb father 

their ,ibling(,) 

7.2 Written enquiries from adoptees for:-

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

the name of the adoption agency which 
arranged their adoption 

for access to information frOI11 the Board's file 

for the release of a co py of their o ri ginal birth certifi cate 

7.3 Written enquiries from birth families :-

(a) birth mothers 

(b) birth fathers 

(c) relations 

7.-1 Written enquiries from agencies on behalf of-

(a) adoptees 

(b) birth mothers 

(c) birth i:1 thers 

(d) relatives 

7. S Written enquiries received from: -

7.6 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

adoptive parents 

Solicitors, C iti zens Advice, etc. 

where no adoption application received 

Total J1l1111ber of wrincn se3rch and reunion e nquiries 
rece ived during 1999 

The Adop£Jon Boord 

137 

10 

24 

171 

198 

38 

139 

375 

90 

12 

12-1 

129 

60 

7 

~ 

213 

17 

8 

102 

127 

1,010 

15 
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7.7 Summary of search and reunion activity during 1999:-

(a) number of referrals made to placement agencies. 182 

(b) number of searches undertaken. 77 

(c) /lumber of sea rches discontinued. 14 

(d) number of cases where there was agreenlcn t to 27 

a fellm on. 

(c) number of cases where a request for a reunion 20 
was refused. 

(f) number of cases where post-reunion counselling 10 
was on-go mg. 

(g) Number of cases where the adoptee and the 83 
birth mother were counselled by the Board 's 

Social Work Team. 

(h) number of cases where a copy of the child 's 45 
original birth certifi cate was released to the adoptee. 

(i) number of cases where the release of a copy 2 
of the adopted child's original birth certificate 

was refused by the Board. 

U) number of cases where the tracer was given full 4 
access to and a copy of the Board's fil e. 

(k) number of enquiri es referred to other agencies 20 
for counselling. 

(I) number of ca..,es where reports filrni shed to agencies 185 
by Board staff. 

(m) number of letters written in connection \Vith search 77-1 

and reunion enq uiri es. 

(n) number of search and reunion enquiri es carried fonva rd . 166 

16 
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8. Adoption Act, 1988 

8.1 The Adoption Act, 1988 extended the ca tegori es of children w ho could be legaUy 
adopted in the Sta te. The Act provides for the adoption of children, in certain 
exceptional circumstances, whose parems bave failed in their constitutional du ty 
towards them and where there is a loss or abandonment of parental ri ghts under the 
Constitution. C hildren of marriage, abandoned children, children whose eligibili ty for 
adoption cannot be established and children in long-term foster care where there has 
been no placement of the child for adoption at the time of reception into care of the 
child may be adopted under the '88 Act. In such cases the Board has to be authorised 
by the High Court to make an adoption order in each individual case. 

8.2 During 1999 the Board made eleven adoption orders pursuant to an order of the High 
Court under tbe provisions of the '88 Act in respect of four children of marriage, four 
non- marital children, two extra-marital children and one abandoned child . The Board 
decided that seven adoption applicati ons received during 1999 wo uld have to be 
processed under the provisions of the '88 Act. By the end of 1999 the Board had before 
it thirty-eight adoption applica tions which were being processed under the provisions 
of the '88 Act and in t"venty four cases the applications were either the subject of High 
Court proceedings or proceedings were in the process of being drafted . 

8.3 In 1999 the Board made thirteen declarations under the '88 Act and adjo urned these 

applica tions pending the decision of the High Court in each case. Four of the 
applica tions were in respect of children of marriage, eight applications were in respect 
of non-marital children and one application was in respect of a legitimated child. 

8.4 The Board is obliged under the terms of the '88 Act to hear the appli cants, the child 
where appropriate, its own Welfare O ffi cer and representatives of the Health Board in 
whose functional area the applicants reside. The Board contacts the birth parents, where 
possible, in each case which is being processed under the provisions of the '88 Act and 
offers them a hearing on the application. During '1999 the Board hea rd fi ve birth 
mothers, one birtb f"tb er and the applicants in all cases, The Board also heard the 
Eastern Health Board on eight applicati ons , the Western Health Board on three 
applicatio ns, the Southern Health Board o n three applicati olJS and the Mid- Western 
Hea lth Board on one application. Two of these applications were subsequently 
processed under the terms of the Adoption Act, 1952. 

17 
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9. Adoption Act, 1991 

9.1 The following statistics relate to entries made in the Register of Foreign Adoptions 
during 1999. 

9.2 Intercountry adoptions recognised and entered in the R egister of Foreign Adoptions 
during 1999 in respect of adoptions effected by persons who were domicil ed, hab itually 
resident or ordinarily resident outside the State under Sections 2, 3 & 4 of the Adoption 
Act, 1991:-

9.3 

9 ... 

9.5 

9.6 

9.7 

9.8 

9.9 

9. 10 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

entries made under Section 2 of the Adoption Act, 1991 

entries made under Section 3 of the Adoption Act, 1991 

entries made under Section .. of the Adoption Act, 199 1 

I ntercountry adoptions recognised and entered in the Register 

of Foreign Adoptions during 1999 in respect of adoptions effected 

prior to I st July, 1992 by perso ns ordinarily resident in the State 
under Section 5(1)(iii) (I ) of th e Adoption Act, 1991 as amended 

by the Adoption Act, 1998. 

I ntercountry adoptions recognised and entered in the R egister 

of Foreign Adoptions in respect of adop tions effected on or after 
1st July, 1992 by persons ordinar ily resident in the State who had 

declarations made in their favour under Section 5(l) (iii)(1I) 

of the Adoption Act, 1991. 

Total number of inter-country adoptions recognised and entered 
in the R egister of Foreign Adoptions. 

Appl ica tions for recognition and entry in the R egister 

of Foreign Adoptions which were refused. 

Applicatiol1S for declarations of eligibility and suitabili ty 

to adopt outside the State under Section 5(1)(iii)(1I) 

of the Adoption Act, 1991. 

Declarations of eligibility and suitab ility to adopt outside 
the State made by the Board under Section 5(1)(iii) (1I) 

of the Adoption Act, 199 1. 

Extensions to declarations of eligibili ty and suitabili ty 
to adopt outside the State which were granted by the Board. 

Applications for declarations of eligibili ty and suitabili ty 
to adopt outside the State which were refused by the Board. 

26 

o 
.2fl 
102 

176 

283 

2 

2 .. 0 

2 .. 2 

51 

1 
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Table I 

APPLICATIONS FOR IRISH ADOPTION ORDERS, 1999 

NON-FAMIL Y APPLICATIONS 

Applications received in respect of children placed by: 

R egistered Adoption Societies 56 15.26% 

Health boards 38 10.35% 

Birth mother (within the state)* 3 0.82% 

Persons (including the birth mother) 
18 4.90% 

or authorities outside the state 

Total non-family applications 115 31.34% 

*Priv.1tt' :Idoption placclllcnrs within (h e State wefe prohlblll'd under tht' (e f ll lS of th l' Adoption Act. 11.)98 . 
The applH:ations rl'(crrcd [0 hen' wert.' ,, 11 rt'ccl\'ed prior to the An bccollljn~ Jaw. 

FAMILY APPLICATIONS 

Appli ca ti ons received fj'om 

Birth mother and her husband 243 66.2 1% 

Birth mother alone I O.27'J1, 

Birth f.lther alone - 0.00% 

Birth f.lther and his wife - 0.00% 

Grandparents 5 1.36% 

Other relatives 3 0.82% 

Tota l Family Applications 252 68.66% 

TOTAL 367 100.0% 

Applications to be processed under Adoptio n Act. 1988* 7 l.91 % 

..... Tlw AdoptIon Act. Il)K8 applicauons Jft' indudcd in the on:rall total Jbovc in th t'if var iom catq!:ori!)Jll o l1 ~ . 

TIllS tlgure fl'fcrs o nly to 1998 applICati ons dcfillltl'iy procl'cdmg under thi) Act at tilt: en d of tht' yCJ.f. 
Dthl'f) will ultim:Hdy procc('d under lhl.S A~{ when full information on th L'1ll comes lO hand. 

Chart I 
APPLICATIONS FOR IRISH ADOPTION ORDERS, 1999 

15 26% 

'\"". 
Registered Adoption Societies 

Health boards 

• Birth mother (Within the state)· 'J '"" • 68.66% 4 90% 
Persons (Including the birth mother) 
or authontles outside the state 

Total Family Applications 
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Table 2 

IRISH ADOPTION ORDERS MADE, 1999 

Orders made in respect of boys 163 51.-l2% 

O rders made in respect of g irls 15-\ -\8.58% 

Total 3 17 100.00% 

NON-FAMILY ADOPTIONS 

O rders made in respect of children pla ced by: 

R egistered adopti on societies 53 16.72% 

H ealth boards 37 11 .67% 

I r ish Pr ivate Placements 8 2.52% 

C hildren placed by persons or authoriti es ou tside the State 22 6.9-\% 

Total non-famil y adoptions 120 37.85% 

FAMILY ADOPTIONS 

Birth mother and her husbal1d 187 58.99% 

Birth mother alone 0 0.00% 

Birth f:1 ther and his wife I 0.32% 

Birth f:1 ther alone 0 0.00% 

G randparents -\ 1.26% 

Other relatives 5 1.58% 

Total fa mily adoptions 197 62. 15% 

TOTAL 317 100.00% 

Chart 2 

IRISH ADOPTION ORDERS MADE, 1999 

11.7% 
Registered Adopuon Societies 

62.1% 

Health boards 

_ lnsh Pnvate Placements 

16.7% 
II Children placed outside the State 

Total Family adoptions 
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Table 3 

ORDERS MADE IN RESPECT OF RESIDENTS OF EACH HEALTH BOARD AREA 

Family Adoptions 
Census 1996 

Health Board % % Towl % % ortowl Adopoons Non·Famlly 
populaoon 

Eastern 69 2 1.77% -10 12.62% 109 3-1 .38% 35% 

Midland 1-1 -1 .-12% 2 0.63% 16 5.05% 6% 

Mid-Western 21 6.62% 18 5.68% 39 12.30% 9% 

North- Eastern 28 8.83% 12 3.79% -10 12.62% 8% 

North-Western 5 1.58% 5 1.58% 10 3.15% 6% 

South-Eastern 20 6.31 % 7 2.21 % 27 8.52% 11 % 

Southern 7 -_:l 7.89% 22 6.9-1% -17 1-1.83% 15%1 

Western 15 -1.73% 1-1 -1.-12% 29 9.15% 10% 

TOTAL 197 62.15% 120 37.85% 317 100.00% 100% 
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Table 4 

ORDERS MADE 1999 IN RESPECT OF PLACEMENTS 
BY EACH ADOPTION SOCIETY AND HEALTH BOARD 

Society 1998 

CllIlamh 18 

PACT I 

RCAS 3 

St. Lo uises 8 

Sacred Heart Adoption Society 6 

St. Anne's Adoption Society 2 

CLANN 6 

Limeri ck Ca tholi c Adoption Society 13 

St. Attracta's Adoption Society 7 

St. Catherin e's Adoption Socicty 1 

St. M ura's Adoption Society 3 

Total 68 

Health Board 

Eastern 8 

Midland 2 

Mid-Western 0 

North-Eastern -+ 

N orth- Western 0 

South -Eastern 6 

Southern 11 

Weste rn 0 

T OTAL 31 

1999 

2-+ 

4 

0 

3 

-+ 

-+ 

11 

0 

0 

1 

2 

53 

5 

3 

12 

" 
1 

4 

7 

0 

37 
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Table 5 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROUP OF ADOPTERS 

Family Non-Family 
Totol 

Adoptions Adoptions 

rV 
, 

0/1) 'M) 
- I,' 

Professional workers 12 6.09% II 9.1 7% 23 

Managerial and technical -16 23.35% 40 33.33% 86 

Non-manual 23 11 .68% 26 21.67% -19 

Skilled manual 73 37.06% ?-_:l 20.83% 98 

Semi-skilled 26 13.20'){, 12 10.00% 38 

UnskiLled 16 8. 12% 6 5.00% 22 

All others gainfu lly employed I 0.5 1% 0 0.00% I 
t 

TOTAL 197 100.00% 120 100_00% 317 

Ii 

I 

I 

, , 

Table 6 i ' , ~ 
AGE OF CHILD AT DATE OF ADOPTION ORDER 

I , 
Famtfy Non-Family 

Totol 
Adoptions Adoptions [\ 

% lYo I·. fi 
Under I year 0 0.00% 27 22.50% 27 ~ \;' 

Between I and 2 years I 0.5 1% 5-1 -15 .00% 55 

I :~ Between 2 and 3 years I 0.51% 9 7.50% 10 

Between 3 and -I years (, 3.05% :l -1 . 17% II 

Between -I and 5 years 20 10. 15% :2 1.67% 22 

Between 5 and 10 years 93 -17.21% 12 10.00% 105 

Between 10 and 15 y ears 63 3 1.98% 3 2.S0IX, 66 

Between 15 and 18 yea rs 12 6.09% 8 20 

Between 18 and 2 1 yea rs 0.5 1% o 
TOTAL 197 100.00% 120 100.00% 317 
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Chart 3 

AGE OF CHILD AT DATE OF ADOPTION ORDER - FAMILY CASES 

Under I year Between 4 and 5 years 

47.21 Between I and 2 years • Between 5 and 10 years 

• Between 2 and 3 years Between 10 and 15 years 

• Between 3 and 4 years • Between I 5 and 18 years 

• Between 18 and 2 I years 

Chart 4 

AGE OF CHILD AT DATE OF ADOPTION ORDER - NON-FAMILY CASES 

7.5 Under I year Between 4 and 5 years 

Between I and 2 years • Between 5 and I 0 years 

• Between 2 and 3 years Between 10 and I 5 years 

• Between 3 and 4 years • Between 15 and 18 years 

22.5 

Table 7 

STRUCTURE OF ADOPTIVE FAMILIES 

Family Non-Family 
Total 

Adoptions Adoptions 

1999 % 1999 % 

No other chi ldren 68 34.52% 58 -/8.33% 126 

Natural children only 120 60.9 1% 16 /3.33% 136 

Adopted children on ly 4 2.03% 41 3-/.17% 45 

Natural and Adopted children 5 2.5-/% 5 4.17% 10 

TOTAL 197 100.00% 120 100.00% 317 
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Table 8 

AGE OF CHILD AT PLACEMENT FOR ADOPTION 

Less rhon 2 - 6 6 - 9 9 - 12 12 - 18 18 - 24 2 - 5 ();er 
TOTAL 

2 mrhs months months monrhs monrhs months years 5 yeor; 

Cll l1:1ll1h 2 19 3 () () () 0 () 24 

PACT 0 4 0 () 0 () 0 () 4 

S::J cred Heart 

Adopnon Soc iety 
0 4 0 () () I) 0 () 4 

S[. Anne's 

Adopnoll Society 
0 I 2 I [) () () () 4 

S[. CJrherine'~ 

Adoption Society 
0 I () () 0 0 0 (I 1 

C LANN 0 5 3 2 fI I 0 () 11 

St. Louise 

Adoption Socit:ry 
I I () () 0 0 () 1 3 

Sr. Mura's 

Adoption Society 
I I () () () () () 0 2 

Health Boards 5 2() 8 (I () 0 4 () 37 

Priv.ltt' Adoption 

Placements 

(Outside State) 
2 3 4 6 4 2 I () 22 

Privatt.' Adoption 
(, 

Placelll t'nts (Irdand) 
0 () () () 0 I I 8 

TOTAL 17 59 20 9 4 3 6 2 120 

14.17% 49.17% 16.67% 7.50% 3.33% 2.50% 5.00% 1.67'1. 100% 

Chart 5 

• Less than 2 months • 12·18 months 

0 2-6 months • 18·24 months 
1.7 • 6·9 months 2·5 years 

• 9·12 months • Over 5 Years 
142 

2S 
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Table 9 

LENGTH OF TIME BETWEEN DATE OF PLACEMENT AND DATE OF ORDER 

Less than 2 - 6 6 - 10 10 - 14 14- 18 18-24 2 - 5 Over 
TOTAL 

2 mrhs momhs monlhs months months months yea", 5 yeor.; 

Cllll;1l11h () I 21 I I 0 lJ I) 24 

PACT () 0 4 () (J () 0 () 4 

Sacred Hearr 

Adoprion Society 
0 I I 2 0 0 0 0 4 

St. Anne's 

Adoprion Sociery 
() I 3 I) lJ () (I 0 4 

St. Catherine's 

Adoption Society 
0 0 I () () 0 0 0 1 

CLANN 0 0 10 I 0 (l 0 () 11 

St, Louise 

Adoprion Society 
0 0 I 0 0 0 I I 3 

St. Mura's 

Adoption Society 
(I (I 2 0 0 () 0 0 2 

H ealth Boards 0 0 14 6 U () 3 14 37 

Private Adoption 

Placements 

(Outside Sta«) 
0 4 6 4 2 2 4 0 22 

Private Adoprion 
0 

Placements (Ireland) 
(I 0 0 0 2 3 3 8 

TOTAL 0 7 63 14 3 4 11 18 120 

0,00% 5.83% 52.50% 11.67% 2.50% 3.33% 9.'J7% 15.00"/u 1 OO"/u 

Chart 6 

5.83% 

• 2-6 months 

6·10 months 

• I 0-14 months 

• 14- 18 months 

18-24 months 

• 2-5 years 

Over 5 years 
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Table 10 

LENGTH OF TIME BETWEEN DATE OF APPLICATION FOR ORDER AND 
MAKING OF ORDER 

Less than 6 - 12 12 - 18 J8- 24 Over 
TOTAL 

6mchs months months months 2 yealS 

CllllJlllh 9 14 I 0 0 24 

PACT 4 () 0 II n 4 

Sacrt!d Heart 

Adoption Society 
I I 2 0 0 4 

Sr. Anne's 

Adoption Society 
J 3 0 (} 0 4 

Sf. Cath erine's 

Adoption Society 
0 I 0 0 0 1 

C LANN 3 7 I Il () 11 

Sr. Lou ise: 
0 I 0 

Adoption Society 
I I 3 

St. Mura's 

Adoption Sodety 
0 2 () 0 0 2 

Health Boards 3 19 2 3 10 37 

Pri\'att: Adoption 

Placl:ments 

(Outside State) 
6 9 5 I I 22 

Pnv.ue Adoption 

PIa Ct'Illt:'l1tS (Ireland) 
2 0 I 3 2 8 

Family Adoptions 18 117 40 (, 16 197 

TOTAL 47 174 52 14 30 317 

14.83% 54.89% 16.40% 4.42% 9.46% 100% 

Chart 7 

C Less than 6 months 

6·12 months 

• 12·18 months 

• 18·24 months 

Over 2 years 
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Clll1amh 

PACT 

Sacred He3f( 

Adoption Sociery 

St. Anne's 

Adoption Society 

St. Catherine's 

Adoption Society 

C LANN 

St. Louise 

Adoption Society 

St. Muta's 

Adoption Sociery 

Health Doards 

Private Adopti on 
Placements (lreland) 

Pri vate Adopti on 
Placements 
(Ou tside State) 

Family Adoptions 

TOTAL 

No 

Table II 

INFORMATION ON BIRTH FATHER 

/denDty 
NO[JIied bur 

known Heord Took 

Identifying but not 
did nor request 

or did not aaend 
by proceedings*-

mformation notified or Board 
apphca(ion* 

heanng 

14 0 10 0 0 

0 0 4 0 0 

3 0 1 0 0 

3 0 1 0 0 

1 0 0 0 0 

6 () 5 0 0 

0 () 3 0 0 

1 0 1 0 0 

7 7 17 2 0 

2 0 4 1 0 

17 1 3 0 0 

6 4() 12 1 14 5 

60 48 170 17 5 

18.99% 15.19% 53.80% 5.38% 1.58% 

Deceased 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

1 

10 

16 

5.06% 

Tim tigurt" Hld~ldl:~ Gl\t?S wheT"(' lht' f.\thers' identities wcn" known bur thl'Y were \lmrace:lble ({)r notification purpo5l's. 

TOTAL'" 

24 

4 

4 

4 

1 

11 

3 

2 

37 

8 

22 

196 

316 

101P/. 

u Thl~ figure rt>tcn to f.1!hl'n who (Ook pro(" (,I.-'dlllgs III fl'Spcct of rnl' dl1 ld \ub5cqucllt to beIng notified of the :ldOptlOll :lppbcauon or 

beUig heard by the Board. ... Tim rmal fig1.1r~ excJudl'~ one C lS t' wlwrc the blfth father adoptcd th .. child himsdf. 
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Table 12 

AGE OF ADOPTERS AT TIME OF MAKING OF ADOPTION ORDER 

f8 -30 30-35 35 -40 40- 45 Over 
TOTAL 

years years years years 45 years 

C(11'l 31llh 0 20 23 3 () 46 

PACT 0 2 4 I I 8 

Sacred Heart 

Adoprion Society 
0 I 7 () () 8 

St. Anne\ 

Adoption Society 
0 [) 6 2 [) 8 

Sr. Cathl'rine's 

Adoption Society 
0 2 0 () () 2 

C LANN () 2 11 8 1 22 

Sr. Louise 

Adoption Society 
(l 1 2 I 2 6 

Sr. Mura'c; 

Adoption Society 
0 1 2 I () 4 

He,lth l3oord, () 10 29 13 21) 72 

Pri,'are Adoption 
1 3 

I' Llcements (I rd.ltld) 
4 I (, 15 

Pri,'are Adoption 
Placcl1lt'!l[s 
(Outsid,' St,1te) 

1 7 14 14 8 44 

Family Adoption .. .;; 159 148 53 18 17 395 

TOTAL 161 197 155 62 55 630 

25.56% 31.27% 2-1.60% 9.84% 8.73% 100% 

Chart 8 Chart 9 

AGE OF ADOPTERS -FAMILY ADOPTIONS AGE OF ADOPTERS - NON-FAMILY ADOPTIONS 

0.9 

• 18·)0 )ears • 18·30 years 

• 30·35 years 
r 30-35 years 

35-40 years • 35·40 years 

• 40-45 years • 40-45 -,ears 
18.7 

• Over 45 • Over 45 
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Table 13 

AGE OF BIRTH MOTHER AT DATE OF BIRTH OF CHILD 

Under /6 /6 - /8 /8 - 2/ 2/ 25 25 -30 Over 30 Not known TOTAL 

CtlllJ lllh II I II 4 5 3 0 24 

PACT () U 3 I 0 0 () 4 

Sacn.::d Hear( 

Adoprion Society 
I 2 () I 0 0 () 4 

St. An ne's 

Adoption Society 
II II II 4 0 () IJ 4 

St. Catherine's 

Adoption Soci«y 
0 I 0 0 0 0 0 I 

CLANN (I I 5 3 I I 0 11 

Sr. Louise 

Adoption Soci«y 
(J 0 I I I () II 3 

St. Mura's 

Adoption Society 
() I I (J 0 () II 2 

He.lth 130ards 0 I 7 14 7 7 I 37 

Private Adoption 
n I 2 

Pbcemcms (Irish) 
0 I 4 () 8 

Private Adoption 

Placements () 4 3 5 I 4 5 22 
(Outside St.te) 

TOTAL 1 12 33 33 16 19 6 120 

0.83% 10.00% 27 .50% 27 .50% 13.33% 15 .83% 5.00% 100.00% 

Chart 10 

5.0 0.8 
10.0 

• Under 16 • 25-30 

C 16- 18 • Over 30 

275 • 18-21 Unknown 

133 • 21-25 

30 



Report of An Bord Uchtala The Adopuon Board 

Table 14 

ANALYSIS OF PLACEMENTS, 1990-1999 

1990 199 1 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Number of 
:lppJicJtiom 
nxeivt.'d 660 646 614 529 4R2 438 407 431 36M 367 

Number of 
o rders made.:.' 648 590 523 son 424 490 405 422 400 317 

Orders madl.' in 
rcspt:'cr of 
children by: 

Adoption 
Societit.'s 292 277 244 196 ISO 109 liS 95 68 53 

45.0% 46 .9% 46.7% 39.2% 35.4% 22.2% 28.42% 22.5% 17% 16.75% 

H <Jlth 
l3oard, 68 46 64 65 49 48 26 41 3 1 37 

10.5% 7.8% 12.2% 13 .0% 11.5% 9.8% 6.4% 9.7% 7.75% 11.67% 

Uirth lllorheT 
and mhers 20 10 15 17 25 36 2 1 36 37 30 

3 . 1% 1.7% 2.9% 3.4% 5.9% 7.4% 5.2% 8.5% 9.25(X, 9.46% 

umber of 
orders made in 
TC''ipect of 
f.1 ll1ily .ldoprio llS 268 257 2(10 222 21111 297 243 250 264 197 

41.4%, 43.6% 38.2% 44.4% 47.2% 60.6% 60.0% 59.3% 66.0% 62.15% 

Graph I 
FAMILY ADOPTIONS AS A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL ADOPTIONS 1990-99 

70% 

65% 

60% 

55% 

50% 

45% 

40% 
.... ~ 

35% 
19901991 

/ 
.......... 

1992 1993 

..... 
/ -..... 

/ ~ 

/ 
~ 

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
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- Table 15 

~ BIRTH AND ADOPTION TRENDS IN IRELAND, 1953 - 1999 

1- Year Towl Non-Monwl % of Total Number of Adoptions as % of 
Births Births Births AdoptJons Non-Montal Births 

I 1953 62558 1340 2. J.! 381 28.4 
, 1954 62534 1310 2.09 888 67.8 , 1955 61662 123-1 2 786 63.7 

1956 60740 1173 1.93 565 ~ 8.2 , 
1957 61242 1032 1.69 T') 72.9 ~-

1958 59510 976 1.6~ 592 60.7 
1959 60188 959 1.59 501 52.2 

. 
1960 60735 968 1.59 505 52.2 
1961 59825 975 1.63 547 56. I 
1962 61782 1 I 11 1.8 699 62.9 
1963 63246 1157 1.83 840 72.6 
1964 64072 1292 2.02 1003 77.6 
1965 63,25 1403 2.21 1049 N.8 

Ii 1966 62215 1436 2.31 1178 82 
1967 6 1307 1540 2.5 1 1493 96.9 

l 1968 6100-1 1558 7 -- 1343 86.2 _.J) 

1969 62912 1642 2.6 1 1225 N.6 
1970 6-138') 1709 2.65 1-114 82.7 
1971 67551 1842 2.93 1305 70.8 
1972 68527 2005 2.93 1291 6~.~ 

1\173 6~713 2167 3.15 1402 64.7 
1974 68907 2309 3.35 1415 61.3 
1975 67178 ?515 3. N 1443 57.~ 

1976 67718 2545 3.76 1104 n~ 

1977 68892 2877 ~.12 1127 39.2 
1978 70299 3003 ~.27 1223 ~O 7 
1979 72539 3337 ~.6 988 29.6 
1980 74064 3723 5.03 1 115 29.9 

i 1981 72158 391 4 5.n 1191 30. ~ 

1982 708-13 D58 6. 15 11 91 27.3 
1983 67117 4552 6.78 11 84 26 

.~ 1984 6-1062 5116 7.99 11 95 23.~ 

1985 62388 5282 8.5 882 16.7 

~ .:' 
1986 61620 5946 9.6 800 13.5 

l~ 
1987 58433 6347 10.9 715 11.3 

.1 
1988 54600 6483 11 .9 649 10 ,V 1989 52018 667 1 12.8 615 9.2 

"" 
1990 53044 7767 H.6 648 8.3 
1991 52718 89J? 16.9 590 6.6 
1 <)92 51089 9211 18 -')' 

~-j 5.6 
1993 49304 9826 19.9 500 5. I 
1994 47928 9904 20.7 424 ~.3 

1995 48530 10788 22.2 490 ~ . 5 

1996 50390 12484 24.8 405 3.2 
1997 52311 13892 26.56 422 3.0~ 

1998 53551 151 33 28.26 400 2.6~ 

1999 53354 16461 30.85 317 1.93 

Sources: Statistical Abstracts (va rious years) C.S.O. 
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Table 16 

NUMBER OF DECLARATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY AND SUITABILITY GRANTED AND 
REFUSED BY THE ADOPTION BOARD UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991 

Year Number of dec/orouons granted Number of dec/orations refused 

199 1 -I 

1992 -10 

1993 5-1 6 

J994 63 3 

1995 109 

1996 11 7 5 

1997 176 

1998 206 3 

1999 2-12 

TOTAL 1011 25 

Graph 2 

NUMBER OF DECLARATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY AND SUITABILITY GRANTED 
AND REFUSED BY THE ADOPTION BOARD UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991 

300 .-------------------------------------------

250 ~----------------------------------~----~--
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100 I-----------------~::::::~-------

50 ~--==--~==~-----------

o ~'__-'------'-'D----.(].n -----' __ ..l..) -----'----'-, -----'---<,,>---'-~__' __ -----' 

199 I 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Number of declarations granted --
Number of declarations refused 

- :=-
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Table 17 

DECLARATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY AND SUITABILITY AND EXTENSIONS GRANTED BY THE ADOPTION BOARD 
BY HEALTH BOARD AND/OR REGISTERED ADOPTION SOCIETY IN 1999 

Approval to 
Approval to Approval to TOTAL - TOTAL -

Agency adopt one 
adopt one adopt three Dec/orations ExtenSions Dec/orations 

child 
child or Identified granted granted granted and 

two siblings siblings extensions granted 

EHB Y7 6 103 17 120 

MHB 6 2 9 4 13 

MWI-lB 6 3 9 2 11 

NEI-lB 21 22 22 

NWHB 0 4 5 

SEI-lB 11 6 17 6 23 

SI-lB 41 42 4 46 

WI-lB 17 5 22 7 29 

Sacred H ca rt 2 5 7 

C brccare 2 3 3 

St. Mur.! 's 4 6 10 2 12 

PACT 2 0 2 2 

TOTAL 209 32 1 242 51 293 
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Chart II 

NUMBER OF DECLARATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY AND SUITABILITY AND EXTENSIONS GRANTED BY THE ADOPTION BOARD IN 
1999 
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Rep or t of An Bord Uc ht ala The Adoption Board 

Table 18 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED ABROAD FROM 
EACH COUNTRY BETWEEN 1991 AND 1999 

Country Number of Children % of Tota l 

II R omania 6-14 6-1. 08% 

Russia 133 13.23% 

Guatemala 89 8.86% 

China ?" _ J 2.49% 

Brazil 16 1.59% 

I 

1 I 
India 15 1.-19% 

l Colombia II 1.09% 
I' 

Paraguay 13 1.29% 

Tbailand 10 1.00% 

V ietnJI11 9 0.90% 

Peru 5 0.50% 

Kazakbstan 5 0.50% 

Ethiopia -I 0. -10% 

Belarus -I 0.-10% 

M exico 4 0.40% 

Texas, USA 3 0.30% 

Taiwan 2 0.20% 

U ganda 2 0.20% 

Iii i, 
tH 

B olivia 1 0. 10% .1 . 
Bulgar ia I 0.10% 

C hile 1 0.10% 

El Salvador I 0.10% 

~ ~ Israel 1 O.JO% 
~_l I 

Japan I 0. 10% , 
; 1 I M assachusetts, USA I 0.10% ' , . , , 
i 1 

Sri Lanka 1 0. 10% 

Ve nezuela 1 0. 10% 

Za mbia 1 0. 10% 

TOTAL 1005 100.00% 

J6 J 
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Chart 12 
SUMMARY - NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED ABROAD IN RESPECT OF 

ADOPTIONS APPROVED BY THE BOARD 1991 - 1999 
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Table 19 

AUOlll00f11 under the Adopt ion 
A<t. qq l 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED INTO IRELAND WHOSE ADOPTIONS HAVE BEEN 
ENTERED IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS EACH YEAR 1991 TO 1999 

Country 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Total 

Belarus I .. 5 

Bolivia I I 

Brazil 2 3 6 I I 3 16 

Bulgari a I I 

C hina I I .. 10 25 

Colombia I I I 2 I 2 :2 10 

EI Salvador I I 

Ethiopia 2 I 1 .. 
Israel I I 

Kazakhstan 5 5 

Massachusetts, USA I I 

Mexico 3 3 

Paraguay 6 6 

R.oman ia :>8 29 .. 38 36 36 .. I .. I .... 56 6-+-+ 

R.l1 ss ia I I 4 53 7 .. 133 

Sri Lanka I I 

Taiwan I I 2 

Texas, USA I 2 3 

Thai land 2 3 5 10 

Vietnam 1 I 6 8 

Zambia I I 

TOTAL 58 297 45 39 40 54 51 120 176 880 

J7 
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Table 20 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE ADOPTIONS HAVE 
BEEN OR ARE BEING PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1952 BY YEAR 

OF APPLICATION FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER FROM 1991 TO 1999 

Country 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Total 

C hile 1 1 

Colombia 1 I 

Guatemala 1 I 2 9 15 26 20 10 84 

India I I 1 3 6 3 15 

Japan I I 

Mexico I I 

Paraguay I I 2 4 

Peru 2 1 I I 5 

Venezuela I L 

TOTAL 3 4 3 5 10 17 31 27 13 113 

Table 21 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE ADOPTIONS HAVE 
BEEN OR ARE BEING PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1988 BY YEAR 

OF APPLICATION FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER FROM 1991 TO 1999 

Country 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Total 

Guatemala 2 2 1 5 

Lebanon 1 J 

Paraguay 1 1 1 3 

Uganda 2 2 

Vi etl1all1 I I 

T OTAL 0 0 5 0 2 1 2 0 2 12 



Report or An Bord Uchtala The Adop Clon Board 

Table 22 

SUMMARY - NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED ABROAD IN RESPECT OF ADOPTIONS 
ENTERED IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS AND IN RESPECT OF APPLICATIONS 

FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS, 1952 AND 1988 

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Total 
-

Entries in th e R.egister of 

Foreign Adoptions under 58 297 45 39 40 54 5 1 120 176 880 

the Adoption An, 199 1 

Adoptio n Act, 1952 
3 4 3 5 10 17 31 27 13 113 

Applications 

Adoption Act. 1988 
0 0 5 (J 2 I 2 0 2 12 

Appl ications 

TOTAL 61 301 53 44 52 72 84 147 191 1005 

% OF T OTAL 6.07 29.95 5.27 4.38 5.17 7.16 8.36 14.63 19.00 100 

Graph 3 
SUMMARY - NUMBER OF CHILDREN ADOPTED ABROAD IN RESPECT OF ADOPTIONS 

ENTERED IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS AND IN RESPECT OF APPLICATIONS 
FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS, 1952 AND 1988 
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Report of An Bord Ucht<lla The Adoption Board 

Table 23 

AGE OF CHILD AT TIME ADOPTION WAS EFFECTED BY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN IN 
RESPECT OF ENTRIES IN FOREIGN ADOPTION REGISTER FOR THE YEARS 1991 - 1999 

~ ,-
0<1 1<2 2 <] ]<4 4<5 5<6 6 < 7 7 years 

Country 
year old years old years old years old years old years old years old & older 

TOTAL 

\ ' Belarus I I 1 I 4 

• Dolivia I I 

Drazil 8 2 2 2 I I 16 

Dulgaria I 1 

China 10 15 T -~ 

Colombia ~ 2 2 I I 10 

EI Salvador I I 

Ethiopia 2 I I ~ 

I! Israel I I 

Kazakhmn 3 I I 5 

Massachusetts, USA I I 

Mexico 2 I 3 

.' 
Paraguay 3 3 6 

Romania 328 16~ 87 ~I IU 2 I I 644 

I" R.ussia 77 28 13 7 ~ 3 I 133 

Sri Lanka I I 
, Taiwan I I 2 

Texas. USA 3 3 

Thailand I 2 6 I 10 

Vit.' t l1al11 7 I 8 

~ '. 

Zambia I I 

TOTAL 448 217 106 68 22 9 4 6 880 
~ 

.~ 

~; 
% OF TOTAL 50.91 24.66 12.05 7 .73 2.50 1.02 0.45 0.68 100 

I " . 
" 

II i 
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Report of An Bord Uchtala The A dopt ion Boa rd 

Table 24 

AGE OF CHILD AT TIME OF PLACEMENT FOR ALL FOREIGN ADOPTIONS PROCESSED 
UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1952 BETWEEN 1991 AND 1999 

Countty 
0< 1 1 <2 2<3 3 < 4 4 < 5 5<6 6 < 7 7 years 

TOTAL 
year old years old years old years old years old years old years old & older 

Chile 

Colombia 

GuatemaJa 65 15 2 84 

India 7 3 3 15 

Japan 

Mexico 

P,<Iraguay 4 4 

Peru 2 5 

Venezuela 

TOTAL 80 21 7 3 0 0 0 2 113 

'10 OF TOTAL 70.80 18.58 6.19 2.65 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.77 100 

Table 25 

AGE OF CHILD ADOPTED FROM ABROAD AT TIME OF PLACEMENT FOR 
APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER WHICH HAVE BEEN OR ARE BEING 

PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1988 IN THE YEARS 1991 - 1999 

Countty 
0<1 1 <2 2<3 3 <4 4 < 5 5 < 6 6 < 7 7 years 

TOTAL 
year old years old years old yeors old years old years old years old & older 

Guatemala 3 5 

Lebanon I 

Paraguay 2 3 

Uganda 2 

Viernalll 

TOTAL 8 3 0 0 0 0 0 12 

'10 OF TOTAL 66.67 25.00 8.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 tOO 
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Table 26 

SUMMARY - AGE OF CHILD AT TIME OF PLACEMENT IN RESPECT OF ADOPTIONS ENTERED IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS AND 
IN RESPECT OF APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS 1952 AND 1988 BETWEEN 1991 AND 1999 

0</ /<2 2<3 3<4 4<5 5 < 6 6 < 7 7 years 
TOTAL 

year old years old years old years old years old years old years old & older 

Enrr ics ill tht, Register of Foreign 
4-lR 217 106 68 22 <) -l (, 880 

Adoptio ns under the Adoption Act, 199 1 

Adoption Act, 1952 Applications SO 21 7 3 0 () U 2 113 

Adoption Act, 1988 R 3 0 1I 0 (I 0 12 

TOTAL 536 241 11 4 71 22 9 4 8 1005 

% OF TOTAL 53,33 % 23.98% 11.34% 7.06% 2,19% 0,90% 0.40% 0.80% 100% 

Chart 13 
SUMMARY - AGE OF CHILD AT TIME OF PLACEMENT IN RESPECT OF ADOPTIONS ENTERED IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS AND 

IN RESPECT OF APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS 1952 AND 1988 BETWEEN 1991 AND 1999 
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Table 27 

SEX OF CHILD FOR CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE ADOPTIONS HAVE BEEN ENTERED IN THE 
;0 

REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991 IN THE YEARS 1991 TO 1999 r> 
"0 
0 
~ 
~ 

Total (or the Years 0 
~ 

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 » 1991 to 1999 :> 

'" Towl Total 
Total 

0 
~ 

Country Boys GIrlS Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys GIrlS Boys GIrlS Boys GIrlS Boys GIrlS Boys GIrlS Boys Girls a. 

Belaru<iO 3 3 ~ 
c 
n 
or 

Bolivi. I 
~ .. . .. 

Brazil 2 2 2 4 2 7 9 16 

Bulb>;!r i. 

China 14 <) 24 25 

Colombia 2 2 2 (, ~ 10 

EI S.lvador 

Ethiopia 3 4 

Israd I 

Kazakhstan ~ 5 

M <1ss:lchusetts. USA 

Mt:xico 2 I 2 I 3 

Paraguay 3 3 3 3 (, 

RO ll1 :J nia 27 31 14~ 150 16 22 18 18 15 2 1 23 18 18 23 17 27 27 29 305 339 6~4 

Russ ia I 3 34 19 ~O 34 79 54 133 

Sri L."ka 

Taiwan 2 2 ..... 
:0-
r> 

Texas, USA 2 2 3 » 
Q 

2 3 () 4 10 
0 

T haib"d 2 "0 

VietnJIll 5 7 8 0 
:> 

Zambia I "" 0 
0 

TOTAL 27 31 145 152 19 26 19 20 16 24 30 24 24 27 55 65 84 92 419 461 880 ~ 

Q, 

J- .,;~ ., 
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Table 28 ;0 

'" -0 

SEX OF CHILD FOR CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER HAVE BEEN 
0 
• 
~ 

OR ARE BEING PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1952 IN THE YEARS 1991 TO 1999. 0 
~ 

» 
:0 

Total (or the Yeors OJ 

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 0 
• 1991 (0 1999 a. 
c 

Total Totol n 

Total ::r 

Country Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys GirlS Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys GirlS 
~ ... .. 

Chile I 

Colombia I I 

Guatemala 8 9 6 II 15 14 6 4 6 -19 35 84 

India 3 2 4 3 2 13 15 

Japan 

Me:.";co 

Paraguny 2 2 -I 

Peru 2 5 5 

Venezuela I 

TOTAL 1 2 2 2 2 1 4 9 1 9 8 12 19 17 10 4 9 56 57 113 



Table 29 

SEX OF CHILD FOR CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER HAVE BEEN 
OR ARE BEING PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1988 IN THE YEARS 1991 TO 1999. 

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Total (or the Years 

1991 to 1999 

Total Total 
Country Boys GirlS Boys GirlS Boys Girls Boys GirlS Boys GirlS Boys Girls Boys GirlS Boys GirlS Boys GirlS Boys Girls 
Guatemala 2 1 I I 4 
Lt'ballon 

Par;lguay 2 
Uganda 2 2 
Viernalll I 

TOTAL 2 3 1 2 2 6 6 

Table 30 

SUMMARY - SEX OF CHILD FOR CHILDREN ADOPTED FROM ABROAD WHOSE ADOPTIONS HAVE BEEN ENTERED 
IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS AND IN RESPECT OF APPLICATIONS FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER 

UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS 1952 AND 1988 

Country Boys GirlS 

Entries in the Register of Foreign Adoptions under the Ado ption Act. 1 <)<) 1 419 -16 1 

Adoption Act, 1952 Applications 56 57 

Adoption Act, 1988, Applications 6 6 
TOTAL 481 524 

--"- -. -
~- .-

Total 
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I 
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Table 31 

AGE OF APPLICANT(S) AT TIME OF APPLICATION TO THE ADOPTION BOARD ALLOCATED ( I ) BY YEAR OF ENTRY 
IN THE REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS IN RESPECT OF ADOPTIONS RECOGNISED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991 

AND (2) BY YEAR OF APPLICATION FOR AN ADOPTION ORDER UNDER THE ADOPTION ACTS, 1952 AND 1988 

"'otal number or 

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Applicants 

1991 ~ 1999 

AGE RANGE 
No of 

% 
No of 

% 
No. of 

% 
No of 

% 
No. of ,. No. of 

% 
No of 

% 
No of 

% 
No of 

'I> TOTAl % 
Ai'f'I<""" pp!canB Appkar:ts PP!C""B Appl(ants App.l(ants Appl(ants Apphcar.15 Apphccll'lts 

Under 25 )'e.1rS I 0.23% II (U)fr,"t, I 0.08% 

25<30 )'ears old 4 4.76% 33 7.59",(, I I.J~l'Q 2 2.9m:. 4 ".26!}u 3 2.5l)O;., 2 1.41 u ,;, 7 2.63% 3 0.R7% 56 4.38% 

30<35 )'l'.ITS old 23 27.38% 132 n.34% 14 19.-H% 22 31.88% 35 37.23% 43 37.07'Y.. 41 28.H7% 53 IlJ.lJ]:(}j) 54 15.61 % 363 28.40% 

35<39 y~ars old 24 28.57% 113 15.t)8% I~ 26.31.)% 20 28.99% 18 19.15% 33 28.45+){, 42 29.58% 82 30.X3'X) 115 33.24% 351 27.46% 

39<4.1 P:"lTS old IX 21.43% 70 16.09% 24 3.3 . .'nM, II 15.94% 21 22.34% 21 18. 10'10 31 21.83% 68 25.56% 94 27.17% 264 20.66% 

43<47 yem old In 11.1)0% 53 12.18% X 11.11 % 7 10.14'.Y.l II 11.70% ~ 7.76% 19 13.38%. 37 13.91 % 57 16.47% 154 12.05% 

47<50 yeaTS old 2 2.3H% 19 4.37%. I> 8.33% 5 7.25% 3 3.19%, 3 2.59% 4 2.82% 12 ·L51% 14 ·1.05% 54 ~.23% 

50<5~ years old 2 2.38% 5 1.15%, I [.45%, 2 2. 13% 3 2.59'X, 3 2. 11 % 5 1.R8!% 5 1.45% 21 1.64%, 

54<57 years old I 1.19% 4 0.92% I 1.45°,{, 1 O.HM{, 4 I. 16U
,I 7 0.55% 

57<60 ),ears old I 0.23% 2 0.75% II n.1I1I 3 0.23% 

(lO )·C'ars and olde 4 0.92% n OJ)(Y',(, i 0.31 % 

TOTAL 84 100% 435 100% n 100% 69 100'10 94 100 '10 116 100% 142 100% 266 100% 346 100% 1278 100% 

Prior to rhe l'nactml'nt of rhe Adoption Act, 199 1 applic3nt'\ were :tble to adopt abroad wuhour a dl~clararioll of eligibility and suitability - these :lpplicanrs :In: allocau'd by year 

of initial JpplicJ tion to the OO:lrd . 
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Repor t o f A n Ba rd U chtal a The AdoptIOn Boo rd 

Table 32 

NUMBER OF SOLE APPLICANTS WHO ADOPTED CHILDREN FROM ABROAD WHOSE 
ADOPTIONS WERE (I) RECOGNISED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991 AND (2) PROCESSED 

UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1988 FOR THE YEARS 1991 - 1999. THERE WERE NO 
APPLICATIONS PROCESSED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1952 

, 
Number of sale applicants who had the Number of sole applicants by year 

Year adoption entered in the Register of of application for an adoption order 
Foreign Adoptions by year of entry, whose applications were processed 

Adoption Ace I 991 ( I ) under the AdoptJon Act, 1988 (2) 

1991 0 0 

1992 7 0 

1993 2 2 

199-1 1 0 

1995 0 0 

1996 0 0 i 

1997 0 0 

1998 2 0 I ' 

1999 ~ 0 " Ii, 
TOTAL 14 2 Ii, 

Only am .. ~ole appilc.1I1( who Iud an ddo pnon l' llh:n.'d 111 till.' R cgb{Cr of Fon .. ign Adoptions WJ.S mall' (1991). 
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Table 33 

EMPLOYMENT CATEGORIES OF ADOPTIVE PARENTS WHO HAD ENTRIES MADE 
IN THE BOARD'S REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS IN 1999 IN RESPECT OF 

ADOPTIONS RECOGNISED UNDER THE ADOPTION ACT, 1991. 

Country Number % 

Professional 38 11.88% 

Manage rial/Techni cal 132 -11.25% 

Non-Manual 52 16.25% 

Skilled Manual 33 10 .3 1% 

Semi-skilled 18 5.63% 

Unskilled 1 0 .31% 

Housewife -16 1-1.38% 

Total 320 100.00% 

(Categories based on Census of the Popub,rioll social classes - list of constituent occupations based all C~ntTal 

Staristics Office dara - (statistics for housewives also included)). 

Chart 14 

EMPLOYMENT CATEGORIES OF ADOPTIVE PARENTS WHO HAD ENTRIES MADE 
IN THE BOARD'S REGISTER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS IN 1999 
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Table 34 

APPLICATIONS FORWARDED TO P.R. CHINA FOR 1998 AND 1999 

Application Stotus 1998 1999 

Applications Transmitted 19 20 

Adoptions Finali ed 19 15 

Applications Cancelled 0 

Table 3S 

APPLICATIONS FORWARDED TO THAILAND FOR 1998 AND 1999 

Application Stotus 1998 1999 

Applications Transmitted 0 7 

Adoptions Finalised 0 0 

Applications Cancelled 0 2 

Table 36 

APPLICATIONS FORWARDED TO BELARUS FOR 1998 AND 1999 

Application Status 1998 1999 

Applications Transmitted 0 -I 

Adoptions Finalised 0 2 

Appli cations Cancelled 0 0 

49 
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