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T ilE AunPTln: 1',\m:',\"l~ A..;:-;m:IATHI,'II 111:1"1::1..,\,""1) WIJ.!, rl)lIndl~11 

ill 197ft as a rt~l'r~~t·ntali\'e and snpl'url grolll' [or ariult­

lin part'llls olul llll~ir fumilies. pro,<iding SYlllllUlhy and 

IIl1dc~r~tallding 1411.1.11)'0111: lunking fur ad\'it~t' on any urc:LI (If adoption. 

Sill(~l: thellllur work ha!'\ t:xpandml 10 indllllt: PI'OP": cluing prllj~l:Is 

ulHI theses on l.ulul'linn - nurses. uni,\'t:rsity c:ullege shultmts, soda I 

\I,'orkt:rs. Ingt!lher with adul'li\"t! p;arenls. prnsllt:cth'," ullupters.. 

adnptt:es. hirth JI"I"t:nIJol. I:h:. If WI! 1:1.1.111101 hdp in 1I parlicuhu' 

insluIH:e. we will always kllnw SIlIlU:Olle who 1:1.1.11 ad\'i51!. \\'t: han' a 

\"f:ry good network. 

The nrgunisaliull works thruugh I~H:al hrulH:hes wilh II t:enlral 

l:nlllu,il- cOlIJpris,!,1 of re(u'esenluli"'f!S from Ihl! l,ruDdu!s - whidl 

mt~cl~ monlhly in Duhlin. and is rc~pun~ihlc fur mosl of Ilu! work 

!If lht! Ass~wialitln. Thl! (:ulllu:il is clilirdy \'nlulliary. Ulltl !l1It:s 1101 

t:mplu)' pllid sluff. All ils work is currietl nlll nn a \'ullliltary has is 

ami al their own eXpt~nsl! hy IIIf! uffi(:I~rs l.llill memht!l"s uf Iht: 

CnUlu~il. mnsl nfwhmn ha\'t! 10 Iran·1 eOIl~idt:rahle dislan(:t!~ to do 

Ihis 'k'ork. OLII' prindpal t:xl)f!lIses al'c fur telt!phnne. Iypillg ami 

printing. ath'erlising, cnnff"rem:t! \'t·nues. luullra\·elling. 

Tile worl..· (If the COllnt:i1 mtly hf! su"wwri$ed usfollolt:s: 

I. Pru\i.'!iun uf infurmutiun oml counselling tn individual m/op,i,.·e 

porpnls 'k'hn may IU1\'I: prlJhlem~ in rdatiull lu pnrtit!lIlar uspt'(~ts 

uf mlul,littll, l.ul \'ising l,ro$/JC'cli ,:p (ulnl'ter.~ 011 mlopl ilJII Ilrm:ellul"l!s. 

de .. IIl1fl mlvising ami tlireding lIdopted people allli birth plJrellt$ 

whn may dt!sirt: In makt! eUlltlwl with Iheir hirlh part'UI or atlnh 

ehiltl. 

2. Arronging OIJeIlIllCf!linb"!; fUI" acloptc>d I'f~ople, aflopli\"e p<treliis. 

hirlh p<trl~lIts. sm:iul wurkers alill Hlher illlt:rcsied (lI!u()le. Tht!se 

always (:\·okf' a p()"iti\.·,~ l"I'sIU)~IS(~ anti an il}(:reas.t~ in I"e'llw,.;t,.; fur 

.-;upp"rl from I'e()plf~ in ,Iiffi(:u"y. 

3. CUllllmiguillg ,·igorolL .. ly fur the ei'lahlishnu:nl IIf it propf:rly 

l"C:gulalt:tl cUlllat:1 n:gi!'lh!r alItl inflll"malion c:(!nll"t! fur nclul't!!(1 
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I"'uI'I" and hirlh IIHJIIU'r~, II~ Ihe C'lIlTf'll1 luck uf "lllilll'lIlt'lll 10 

inful"lnalioll i!' gi"ing I'ist~ to I:onsilll'rahlc' ilulh'itlua) tlnhappilu:!ls 

iuman)" in!'lalu:t's, ln tlri,~ ri'gnrtl Ice luu;e opended us un illdil;iduul 

orgllllislIlion, (IS 1(,(.1/ lI.~ ill flssociulion R'illr nil luI-hoc group. 

"" Sinc:e 1976, ~'c~ ha"I! l'nllllmiglU~,1 !'iuccessfully fur Ilc·t:I's..,ury 

,:hungt·s in Adnplinn Law, and WI' Wt>Ti: t:'specially il)\'nln~d ill 

1:lll11paigning for Tlu: r\(loplinn of Lc~gililll<lh' Chihlrt"1I Bill. - Iht! 

A.loplion Ad~ 1988 allel TIIt~ Fureign Adoption Bill.-Ihl" A,Juplinn 

Ad, 1991. 

AI",u:t: ,\;\U SI'I'I'CIHT: SOnll~ <I(I"I,li,'t:' fanlilil'''' n:'lilin' nc!"il'l: 

IInti stlpl'url in rt"iulion In diffie'ulli('!' Ihal lIlu)' uc'(:asinll­

ally ari ... e from 1I(loplion. or th,: proe,'s~ of adoption. a.o; in 

d(>lll)".~ in COIIsmlt. IIr d~~pulf·d c(ue.~. IIr tliffil:ultil's in H,ldl't'ssing 

Ilu: 11I"1:d,:,: tlf tuloptf>d fJ(lolt?sf:e/lf,~ wlw lIIay hll\'t~ Ilul'slioll!l IIIUlUI 

1IIt'if' itlt'lltit)". A numlwr IIf nur n1t"mln~rs Iwn' 11)(: cUl'at:ity .allli 

,'xperiC'nl'l: to I,nn'i,l,' lilt' l)"pt· IIf l:oull~f"lIing anll iuformaliun 

1'I~'luirt:(1. \Vc ~I'I~ Ihis 1'(.11: a.'l an illlllllrlanl d"lIlt:nl of IIlIr "'UI·k a:' 

an Assucinlif)ll. 

'VI: ,'xl,pd the: IlmnarHI.'I1I1l lIur '1I1 ... il'l' ~t:n'iel' Itl illlt'u:-;ify IJt:eall~l: 

I,f (Jur "Lgllrom; l:all1)llIign for Ihr. intrcuilldillll tlf a (:onloel Hf:ghlh!r, 

".~ so flllwll of our m/vil:e wurl.' i.~ ",\' telephone. it is wurtlr gil;;u!? 

s(Jme exuml"e,~ l~rtlw mun)' lind f.'uried nd/.~ It.'f! gel, It·hid, generully 

im:rew.e nuticeably foUoldng IIwdiu cOFerage on (my fI:lpeCI of 

(If/option. fIIul (llsfJ (If''~r Ih(· ChriMmns periud, 

C\I.I_O;; FRU" 1)III1~Pt:CTlH: AUflPTln; 1·.\Ht::H~: Calls from (.·oup/(: ... 

hoping III tldopl Cl chiltl VfJr)" from flUMe for IdIOm ,liP APtll i, .. 
tlreir first c(l11 of emJflir)". 10 llwsefor ,dlum tlw cull i,~ fl laM n>.mrl. 

n"(JI~llIling un Ihe agl~ IIf Ilw enllplt~ WI: gmwrally l'c'(~lImmellillhal 

Ih,')" (~I'nlaellllt~ Adoplion Uoarfl retlut:sling il li'!l of lIu~ adoption 

agcndf!~ in thf:ir urea alltltlu:ir Adulltion Inrormntioll Pnckngf:. 
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'Vi! u~lIully sllggl~!il Ihul Ilwy IIHlk., 1.111 appuinlliwlll wilh U t'udul 

\\o'ul'kl'l' in thdr local Heahh Board In Ilisl~lI~S all u~l'el:ls uf lri~h 

alloptiun. forl~illll ndoplioll nlltl short- nnd IOllg-h~rlll fo"h~rillg, 

Fur c:uul,le~ whu IUI\'e IWI'II 1·I·rll~ell 01' gin:1I lUI hlllu~ uf gl'Hint; 011 

all agl~lIC:y atiol'linn li!it, WI~ rf~eomllU'ncl that tlwy I!XllIninl' Inng­

h~rlll fostering ifllu!), hun! tint alr'!1.III), dune suo anti LlI~n 10 enn~icler 

fOrl·ign adoption, Again. tilt· Adoption Hourd is till' plat:e. Itl l:utltal:1 

fur II lisl of 'IJesigliulell etlunlries·. Tlu~!O(~ arl~ 1:l)lInll'if~s wllt'rl~ lilt! 

RUlli'll is satisfil:d that their rt!SIJeCr;','f? CII/oplitm I(lw.~ COUlI)/}, w;,11 

Ih(~ definition of (l foreign mloplion specified willer Seclion 1 uf 

th(~ Adoption Ad, 1991, An ap(1l1inlmf!l1t ""'ilh u sudal ""urkm' in 

11u: Ineal "enllh Uoord is 11t:':t~SSUl'y, In tli~l:uss till! \'llI'julis tlptions 

ancl tn eslal,lish Iht: rt!(I"irmlH!lIl!' fur u Home Stud~'. whil:h i!' 

e5 •• elllilli ;11 order 10 adopl from "bront/. 

w,~ "IIPllly nunlt:s. illldl'l:~SI·S. and Idt:l'hOlw 1I111111Jt'r~ of \'al'iu\l~ 

gruUI)~ as!'oeiah~,1 wilh Ilifft~l"t~nt eOllnlries and in parlit:ulur \>i'e 

rel~Ulnllll'lHl Ihal t'IHlpleJO 1'0nlal:1 tht! Fnrei~""1 Adoption A,:tiun 

Gruul'. 'Ve al~o sliggesllhllilhey wriw lu Rarllurtlo·~. endn~jng a 

slulIlJwd adIJr"ssell 1~1I\·I·IIIPt:. l'I'qul'sling II (:npy of tlu:ir 

c·III11I"·t'hen.!'i\'e IlIIoklisl cI"uling wilh alll.lslwdJO of lri. .. h alltl fort~it=lI 

alluilliun. 

C\I.I_'" t'R1U1 AIIOI"Tln: P'\lIt:"T~: Ctdls lin' vlJril'd mul mUJ i"dude 

Ihefollowing: 

I. CLl,"I~," whert! lilt! nolurul IllUlher ruils, refllsl~" ur lIegh!d~ to 

,"i~""1 Ih(~ linol rUlisent~ 01111 III(~ ndul)li\'f~ Ilort:nls (10 nnl know 

\\-'llLlt In do: As lin IWII t:a~If's are e\','I' Ihe ... am,· il i!' lliffit~lIh 10 

sllllllllarise thl: 1)')lI! of hdp til' !OlIl'I'nrl offen:". We lI!iually pllt 

"cHlpll!s in Illud. with nllu:rs whn hm'l' had similar t·xl'l·ril:III·': .... 

an,llIIl:mht·1'1:" Clfh'lI tra\'t:lltl IIIt:el lilt' part'nb in tlit'sl' silliRtinns. 

WI' Il'y In offl'r a halanlw tlf opinions II)' suggl:~lillg Ihul part'lIls 

1:llk In ellupJes whilSt! ,It!l:isillll il was III iniliule "'gall'J'oet:,:tlings 

uncl,:r Seclion :1 of the AdoJltion Ad~ 1974. lT/f! lI}(wicJ clJIMider 

il importunt nol to influence the deci.~ioll made "X fln." couple Imr 
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to ,~lIppOrl Ihf!m i,1 111f~ir 011:'1 decision, 

It i~ uur I:xpl:ril~nel: Ihal a nUlIlhl!r IIf lIirth mutlll:rs art~ simply 

Illukiug fur rt:us:<urunee thuillu: ehihltllt'y rdiu'l'lisht'd is ""1,11111111 
happy, ,\ prllmi~I' IIf ulI~lIin~ leltel's unll phnlngrul'hs lhrllllgh Ihe 

plar.ing agt:nl:), is ufll'n slIffi"il'1I1 for th,' hirlh mnllwr In rt'lurn lo 

IWI' UI'iginal tll:I'i~ifln, Fill' this n:aSIIII we ..... ullhl slIggI!SI thul lilt! 

a(tllplin~ cOlll.I" \\o'rile 10 Ihl: Itirth IHlrl'lIl(s) thl'llugh the agl~nl:)', 

e:-''I,ressing Ihl!ir III\'(- for till' I!hihl alill IIffl!ring rellssuranl:e Ihal 

Ilu! I:hild is ""dl and hapl')" Iwflln~ IIII!)" mnke a final d(!l!isinn, 

Cuupl,'s are uflt-II war)' Ihul ..... hat 1111')' write willllnly upsl'l tlw 

nlllilwr furllwl', fir are toll t'lIIutioliallu know \\'Iwre to start. Fur 

this n!USUIJ ,",'I: hu\'!: a nllmlwr IIf sumpl!! It:t1t!rs whil!h we call1Jffl~r 

tn elluplt~s in Ihl:sl! cin'umstulII!es, (Olwiously II"! do not !i"gg(~st 

tlltll rIll! cO/lple,~ copy "Ierrer u:ord-for.u'ort/, but it nuryjusl provide 

'he trigger for them to Jiml ,Iu>;r OW" 'I;oice 'J 

Whf!tlu:r the dlilil r,!main~ with the adopting (:ouple. or i!l 

retllrnedlo the hirth purf'nt(~)~ Ihe cxc:hungc of ll!tteno nrrl~no :1 

!lourl~l: of com fori for IIII! grieving pllrly, 

2. eOUllles sc,:king informution on 1t~lIilJg 1llUllniking 10 n ~'nung 

child oitoUI adoption: III IIw:;e ~iIUUli()lIs WI: c~un Imt pt:npll~ in 

IlIud, with ullll:I'lIlIIlI'Li\"t~ 11II1't!nLs ill LllI'ir area. ullIl U nUmlll!I' nf 

Inllg~I"lsling fril~lI!h:hips ha\'I! funned liS a l'I!.sull. Uornllnlo'rI hu\'e 

a \'m')' guod huoklist fur ehihfrl'll allil parenls in Ihis ugf! grilliI" 

TIII!Y .t!sn lin )lIlrl!nling nights \\'hidl ure \'t:ry infurmati"I: alHl 

,!njnyuhlc!, 

3, I'nr(!nls eXIK!rif!ncing ,Iiffi(:ultim. \\'ilh le(~nag(!n!: \'t!ry uflt!11 

Imr!!IIts lIet!cl rt!u.s:mranl'!~ Ihat 'heir ff!I'llUger is the \'(:ry sanll: u.s 

teen{lger,~ worlt/·wide, 0111:1: again, Ilu' hunkli.st from Hal'nanl,,'s 

illift inirurlllcliltn~ III uther udnplin 11111'1'1115 wilh t~ .. nagcl'~ is H'I')' 

oflt:n all thai is 11I!I:tletllll IlIIt IIllllh:rs illiu I't!nil"',:live, 

O,!(!asiunally a young UIIIIII may t!x)lI'rielH't! identity problt!ms anti 
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""1' wuuld ~uggf~!'1 Ihal Ilu~ panmli'l "I'rlmlise Illd., fl~dillgs uf Im"1~ 

fUI" Ilwil" SUIl til" IlllUg:hlt~1" and in!'iisl Ull rt~speel and t"ull:,idt'ruliun 

ftlr their UWII fl~t~lings. 

CfmfrOlllalitllll'! whieh ill,'III,II~ 'YOII 'n! not tn)' rt~(li fJ(ln~lIts unptm),' 

tH' 'wlren I jiml my relll moti,e," slwultl lit: In!uh!cI lighll~' hili 

~t~IlSilh't'I~',llS Ihis is usuully II tTy fur reaS~lIrllllel' nlltl \"t~ry ofh:n is 

II Ihru .... ·.),uc·k 10 Ollliiitlt-I"s' eOlllmt~nls . fill' t!xampll!. Ull hn'" 'Iueky' 

Ilw~' ""t're 10 In: lltloilled, \'ill: :-<lIggeiil thai IIlt're shollid lit! II mil ... : 

"pen. ft'laxt~d allli lIIayhe hIlIllOI'''U~ allitllclt' In atlopliml ill IIII~ 

Iwnw. PeriJups u ,'isil In Ihl': plul:illg Ugl~IH:y In clisc:uss bm:kgruulld 

infOl'maliull, or fur mon' up Itl flalc" infllrmUlinll, wnuld III~ helpful. 

H(luklisl~ fur h"t'l1ugl'rs alHl tlwir parenls art: ahm a"lIilahlt~ from 

Bnfllul"llo's. 

Whilt! lIIusl h"'lIl1g"rs ,~xhihil \"IJr)'illg cll'grem; "f hizarl"e all,l/til' 

tli:-;llIrlwcl IH!hadoul' III linlt:s. IIIl1sl of liS rl'1II1!IllIH!f Ihul ""'1: 

CHIn;I~I\"f:s ",,"1:111 Ihruugh similar '~I'isntl,:s in Illlr UWII YOlllh! 

Of't".usimmlly a t:hild will Ilispluy syrnilimlis ",hil:h art: (lulsill,! Ilw 

t'xpt'I'il'IWI- of many (If us. ulul fur whid, Illflrt~ Ilruressiulial h.·I" 

~IHllIld he !'nllghl. Snllwlilllt's Ilcluplt~d d,il,ln:1I hun: h:ltl ,~al'ly 

t·.xpf~rit·IIC:I~S whid, Ira".' di ... lurlwl! Ihe .h~,·,:lupllu:111 nl' "asil: trusl 

alld I~ullseif'nl'e formalinll. Thel'I~ is nnw I'e"ngnilinn flf Rem:lil:e 

Attw:hmelll lJi$order. whil'h lIIunift!SII'l ill a "uri.>ly uf ways, ant! 

fur pt~nplt' who fl·I·llhey rl'Iluirf! lIIurt! inful"lnalinn w.' wnult! sllggl~sl 

Ilw)' I~Imlal:1 Port:nt 10 IlareHI Informaliun un Aliopliull SerVil'f~!'l 

(P.IIAS).for tJ(ldre,~s spe lJ(lgf~ 53. 

,I,. Ilu1'fml!-l "'h01'll: lIdult dliM hu~ hf!lm rp.unih~d wilh lilt: hirlh 

lIIolher: Son"~lilll':S parl!llts al'l! nmazf~d unci hnn'ifi,·clill Ilwil' 11\>0'11 

... ·ut:linns ",h"11 their ehilt! has nwcl,' a g"IlIllral:I: ur rt·uniun. e"I~1l 

whl'lI Ihis f('uninll "'liS wilh tllf'ir hll:ssillg 0I11t1 I'IlC-UUI'Ugt'IIWIII. 

Unt:xpt:I-!t'II fl·eling:o; nf jl~alullsy nr I'I:SI'IIIIIII:III - Ilr t','I:1I rugf~ - 11111)' 

U\'t:I'whdm IlwlII, and Ihis. <:f1l1plt:d .... ·illl hUlTur uiliwir rl·m7Iiulis. 

f7UIl hll\'t~ iI \'t:ry un~t:lliing t!rfeel. Tlwy SllUllltl nul ft'I~llhlll 11,,:y 

,!I'e in any way ulmlll'lIIul ill Ihis. hul I'alllt~r III St·.~ il II:' a n.allll'al 
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n~lIction In any lwn:d\'t'!I Ihrl~al In Ih!:ir IUlI'I'Y family silualion. 

The hirlh part'II1 may JOI't"m In he tht" I'ersonifieulioll uf allihuillu! 

aclul'li, .. t~ purenl is nul - almost always ynllngl!r, 11Il11 pnssihly ill a 

pnsiliullto tlffl'r thing;; thai Ihe allopliv!'llarent;; C!unnot afrnrtl. In 
Ihl! exdlt'ml'nl tlf the rt~uninn Iht· U,IOPli\"! (lart'nls ma)' fc:d 01 hil 

II!I "n""n arlll cast u!iille. Alnrmt certuin/y. thi.~ It;ill puss! In alineYo' 

fri'!lIdshipi:! Ihen! is a 'hmwYll1otlll periud' when Ihe new pI!r8Un 

St"t"IIIS 10 fulfil all I'xlu!ctalilllls If) the t:xdllliiun tlf 1~\'t:ryOJH: 1:lsl:. In 
due I!nurse they gt:nerully tnkl: Ihl:ir righlful plact· ill Iht: schemt: of 

things. ami lift· gllt!S nn! \1;'here an uclnptiun has 11t:!!n II normal. 

hapl')' ont!. it is ral·t! for a dlilll to forsake his ur her family. 

Throllghcmllht'ir lin'!'. ollr childrl:n - luloilletl or nlherwi!:'t· - will 

hUH! rdalinl1ships olher Ilum thuse of Ihe imnu:diah: family. lllltl 

thi;; is Iht: natural nreler. Sunil: nf Ihese rdatif)IIShills willllt! tn our 

liking an,1 snmt" nol. In 1II0si instanet:s. parenls are delightt·" thai 

tht·ir ehiltl hns matle iOnml! (~unla(:1 with his ur ht!r past. and tin nnl 

find illhrt'alt'ning In Ilwir n:lalinllship wilh Ihe t:hiltl. 

Vlhcre n n:uniull ha.s nul ht:en a happy m:casioll. wht:lht:r from 

o\'t~r-t'xl)t":Lation on anyolI"'!" pari or fur whah:\'er rt~OlSOIl, il i:< 
"iIUII)' iml'nrlullt In nfft'r (:II(~nuragement. rcas.sllrance ancllm'c. 

The IIIOl't anyone shouM eXI,eel from 0 reunioll ~ friendship, 

lIntl ill stlnu~ cn.""e", en:n litis may nut lw: forlhcollIing. 

CALI-S t'no,\,! UIRTII l'Allt::\T!O: Our A,<;.<wciation receil;es (I .'wrpri$ingly 

large number of culls from birr/. purent$. amI thi,~ is most common 

nrollml significant dllte,~: when the mloptl'd chiM is ubour sellen 

years oM (lmi ugnin wlum 'he chilli is flpprouching eigilleen or 

twenty-one. 

MOil), Ilirih muthcr1'l t:lllluirl: if it ""nultlllt: at!ceptnillt! for Ihc ug(:n(:y 

In ,:onI31:1 Ihl: udul'li\'c pun:nls fur IIp-tn-dult! infurmation ancl 

phutographs. SUlIlt: usk if a Jilf',·ting \It'iLh tilt! child and/or parenls 

i:-o a vialll!! propusilion. The:,e are (It!eisions fur agclu:i,:s alHl 

in(li\'i,lual CIIIII.it:S In make. an,llllI: n:spunscs In SUf!h n:'1Uf:sls urt: 

\'ti,le and varied. 
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We usually r("~nllllllt'lJll Ihnl Ilw Ilirth pur!'IJt e"ntal~t Ihe a~I'III'y 

\'so'ilh It 1I!IIt'I' IIIHI Ilhnlngrnph. TllI'se I~ullid III~ Idl un 1iI1~ fur Ihe 

r.hihl. in IIw e\'I'nl IIml Ihl' lIg('IH'~' d"I'lint'!!> 10 lIluk,· eunlael with 

111I~ .lIIllIllli\',' I'urI'1I1s. wllidl is ,Iw u,~IUlI prw:t;l.'p /ilIum ,Iw child is 

under eigllfcclI, In "1II11y in~talU"I~:" hirl h m(JIIIt'I'~ hm'" lold us Ih"ll 

lalking III an allnpli\'I' parent .. Ihllut IllI'ir f,~ar~ and fl~dillgs hils 

hf'f'n II gn'ul Iwlll and t'nmfUl'L SIIp/JOrl (lnd coullsellilig grml/I.'I 

fiJr bir,1r /Jflrellls ur'~ ul'ui/"ble from" IIl1mber of :wllr('Ps. ",,,1 
"ddrmlse,i ,ulfl ('ml',u~I ,,,,m/Jenl are sUIJIJli"d b,'" (Jllr As.'wci,,';oll. 

mid (Ire ii.ded f'/st!lc/u're ill tlri. .. book, 

In snlllt: in:"t:.IIII:t'S Ih,' hirlh lIIutlu:r i~ I'drifi,~,1 "'lwIJ :ih .. l'I'I'I'in-s a 

1~1I11 fl'ulIIIl1I' pl:wing n~t~lII~y askin~ if ;;11I~ wnul,1 agTl'l'lu II r'~lIl1illll, 

"may I:unw as a gn~al :,huek tulwr to tli;;eu\",:r ult! ft'l'lings "fhurl. 

/'I'jedinn III' londilH'ss ,'oming 10 lilt' ;;urf<H:'~, f,~t'lillgs \\'hieh slw 

IllOughl hud 111:1:11 hlll'it:111I1 lilt: linw IIr lilt' atillptiull. SIll' ma~" ht­

It:rrifil'd al lilt' l)rusl"~el ul' IIw'~ling: Ihis hll"y-I,,~t:()lIw-atllllt, 

Ihillking slu' will he t:IllItII~lIlned fur plac:ing the ehiltl fur atl0l'lion 

ill lilt: fif'sl pla'~I~, Thi ... is \"'1')" unlikely til huppell, a~ mll;;.1 )"tIImg 

:I,luits .. ITt' just flelighlt~11 tn mllke f~Ullllld, alHl are IIInt'h 100 

illll'lIigt'lll untl sYlIIl'ullwlie In j1Ulgl~ all~"mw ill IhallllUllnt'l', 

It is ul~o pu:,:,iIJI,'lhul she hasn'llulti unyfllw aholll whal happt'ut'd 

Sll OUIIlY p'ur ... ago, <IIltl is afrai,lllf heillg 'follllllulIl'" U IIlil ... 11I' has 

emllt' In lt'I'II1S wilh III~r pus!. tllt~re i!' 1111 1H',~tl for Iwr 10 ft'ar 

1:!'lahlishilig conlue!. Placing agl'lIeL"S UI'I~ wwtl 10 mainlaining 

t~onfidt':nlialily, and I:all nrgulli,.;" meding,.; tlist:l"~I'lly and arnmgt' 

for 1'·l1 .. r~ In go Ihrough 1.1 tl'lIsh't1lhird pari)" 

It l'I~ully is II Iwllt:I' itll'a lu gl'l III know .. adl IIlilt'I' hy It'lIt'rs /.l1H1 

pholllgnlph ... firsi. thrllugh Ihe pludng ngl'm:y, This p .. n-fri'·lItlship 

ean I'"OW\"" a 101 or lilt' nwkwartlne,.;s frUln Ilw firsl mt't'ling, whidl 

is hUIII,,1 III I,,~ ,'nlftlimml any\l,'uy! W" aI'I' "f"'11 askl,,1 '!tUI whul 

""III I say~', 'wlllli jf I .. ry'!' or 'llO~" will I juslif~' whal I Ilitl~' - a 

hug ,.;p,:llk;; 101111(,)' Ihan wOl'Ils. IIl1tl if Illt'rt: UI'!' lt~lll'S - SII whal! As 

for jllslif)"ing tll:t:isinll!, matle su IIIUIlY yt'ars ngn - 1111-1111" shuuld 

hu\',-Io 1111'1111'" Ih('lIIs .. l\'t·"'; o\'"r dt'l'isilllls IIIml,' ill Ihe pasl. whieh 
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w~:r~ !'t:~~n al Ihl: timt~ In ht~ in thf~ vt~ry hest int~rests uf the I~hilli. II 

reuliy is l1ery imllortllnt thu/the birt/l mother get coumellillg bf>Jore 

'he reunion. This coumelling need not be ill her own town. ifil is u 

smull 1,llIce. (wei will nlwlIY." be cOIUIIH:leri di,<';cre.f~rl)· (wd ill 

confidence. The reunion ulso. will bf~ somewhere ncceptnble 10 her. 

TilE AmJl.T AuuP'n:u PEnsn;\,: We reCeillp. mun)' colis from lJelult 

adopted people at Iwme (1m/from ubro(ld, who (Ire hoping to maJ.:e 

contact with their birth mother. or simp/)' trying to get some 

background informution. 

Smile year!!! ago the Adoptin: Parents At'lsorialion initialed Ihl~ 

campaign for II Notional Contact Regish:r, for Iht! purpose of 

fu(:iliIUlillg a(lull adolllc,:S lind Ilu-:ir Ilirth IJUrent!!. ShflUI(llhl:y ",ish 

In exehangt: infm'malion or In nWf:l. Sin(:e Ihm) we hn"~! licen at:lh'ely 

i",,'uh'ell wilh lither groups in Ih~ a,lnplinn fidll. working for Ih(~ 

eSlahlishnu!nl tlf a govcrulIlf·nt-fund(!t! Regiskr. Whilf! progrm.g IUlS 

het:n "ery slnw. we ha\"f~ reaSlII1 nnw In fed confident Ihal al lasl 

tht:re is re(:ognilion of 11m n~'I~f~ssity for a Conlat:t nl~gisler. The 

Adopti"n Hoartl- inler aliu- is ilsf'lf,',!ry keen nn tht~ ~"'lting up of 

sudt a Regisl~r. There has Iwen f:oll!iiderllhl~ success in raising 

awnrem~ss un this issue wilh ageneit~t'I and !-Iucial workerI!-. All flf 

Ihis work hal" rt~suhetl in an illl~rea!le(1 a\"ailallilily of nun-identifying 

infnnnalion. alUl a r~~t:IIl:.Tf1ilinn of 1111: neell fflr a mort: Ol)l!n ul11lroadl 

allli thl~ Ilt:t:t:ssity {or roulUlfdling for nil illl~olt'ed i,l the 'adoption 

,ri(lng"!' - adopled lu~ople~ mloplit1e p(.relll.'J mid birth pnrenllL 

TJu~ majority of calls til our AssOI:iatiun art~ from IIIlult atloph~I!!o. A 

small numl)(:r did not knu",' aboul 111t~ir ulloplitln unlil their lalt~ 

leens or early adultho(1(1 and Ihere is uhviollsty a tliffi(~ulty in 

communication with some adopth'e parents on Ihis iSS1W. In thest: 

instances our meml)f:rs offt'r emntilllUll and I'ra(:li(~1l1 Sllll(lliri. all(1 

will t'peak wilh the purenl!! nn I,,!half of the atlu)lke. when: Ihis it' 

r~:(IUeSlf!(I. 

In !Oome I:ases. lhe part'nls jm:1 (lIlInd il very tliffic:ult tn hroa(~h tht: 

sllhj~:eI when tht: ehild was young enuugh for il IItllllI maller. anti 



Ihl~n a!'l Ihc I:hilll gol nldpr Ilu~rl~ IW'"Cr "1~I'mt'llln Iw a 'ri~hl limp' 

ttl Ipll. Times rt:ally were Iliffl~nmi nol tun long agu, alHl !UlIII)' 

part!nl!'l 'fur'gol' Ilwir ,:hiltl was atltlplell. rm' whak"er 1'I~:.u'on. il 

wus nl~\'er uut of malice. 

Nn ..... ada~:_ .. it wlmld he must IIIHISIiUI fur u ehil,llIolllI he Inl,1 'Ilwir 

stury' "ery I:arly nn, so Ihal tllt:y gro ..... lip wilh 1111 lle(:(!I.tant:l~ (,f 

Ilu,:ir aliopliull in Ilw family, But fOl' unollwr geJU'l'<llinn Ihis 

prt'sclllmi "flen inslirmolllllahlt, I'rnhlt'm~ of t!ummunil:ulioll. 1,1 

SOnle ;,utcJ"ce,~ ,"ere i..~ no doubttlltlt tllP. pllre"t.~ thought lhl: l:hiltJ 

might reject ll,em if llw)' l.-nmv tlICY were"', 'heir 'r('(d" purm,'s. 

A significant nllmlH~r of t: .. lls Urt: frum 11I:lIpl,' whoSI! a,IIIIILi\'l~ 

pUl'ent(!i) lun"e rt:I:"l1lly dit~(1. 1)1' f"nm IlltJsf~ whll ha\'t: nll.lrrietlur 

han: ju~t slarlt'll Iheir familil:;;. \\'1: try In utldrl::;:; Iht! fcars and 

WIlI'l'il:;; ill"I)I"I:" ill !"'I:king t:unllwl. hccuuse ill tlur t:xperil'nt:t' 

f,:,'lilll;,,; tlf tlisillyait y Itlwunl!'l Utl"l'li\',' part'nls, (JI' ft~al'!i nf l't'jl'1:lioli. 

urI: \'t'ry t:umnuJIl. 

It i~ important 10 estahlish thai thert: a ... ~ Uti unrealistic 

eXlleduliulls 011 f~ilhcr tl-i,it:. ulIIl Ihal 111t~ ndoplt~rI Jlcr!'on i~ 

I'reparl~1 for nil en~lItuulilies, iltdutlinl; rcjl~di .. n, For this rt~n..·mll 

it is lIf~ce~~ury to re(:dn~ I~ounsp.llillg, alUl this will nl,,"a~"~ h(~ 

dis(~r(:r.t und cnnfi,lenlinl. 

The pltJcing llgency will adllise. ll.~ will Rnr/larl/II!o!, am/ll,ere (Ire 

,;urioll$ clJulIsd/ing groups (lm/w/ull ndllplf!P supporl gruups 

wlIUM~ names und uddreH(,s tire elM!where in lhi$ 11001.', 
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11,\1:1:'<'(; Hl ,\~ Auul'n:u I)":H~(I:\' ON ,\ HIiITIi "oTln:H: 

At !;unw ~lugl·. mony iII1ol'lf!11 (l(~upl .. and many hirth 

Ulutlll"l"!,; del'id,: Ilu:y would likl: til fjJlIl uut rnllr~ ahuul 

Ihelll~l·h·es ur 1:U(~h ullwl". II is In Ill: hili II:" thut a Nulin .. u. COlilnel 

Regish:r willlll~ "sluhlishetl ~W()n tn t'nullte III:n"lt· In muk,' l~onlal:1 

111111',: eU.!<iily. In tht: IIwunliUII!. tlU'I'I: urt! ",a~'s in whidllhl'~' (:UI1 ,In 

II,is Ilu!lIIsdv(:s - with nll'ying degre,!s IIf sw'el'ss! 

h musl be slr(!sse,llhollhl!se procedurl!s Ink,: lim,:! II i!oi never a 

"US,! IIf (l1,cning a filt: ufIIl handing (1\',:," a Ilanil: and uII,lress. PI!IIIIII! 

mu\'l' hllusl:. marry. ,·migrate. 1:11: .. and of ('ours!!, 1II1fur"11I1IIlh-ly 

:'inmt,tim,''': pellplt~ ,Ii" Iwfnrl! 1;011101:1 c:an Ill' mUll,·, Tlw tIIluph'd 

pt~r~un HlUY Ill' slnw III rt':o;pnnd lu U\'t~rlllrl'S, lIul uf clln:,id(~raliun 

fur 111I~ir utlul'li\,t! IIUrt~III:o;' fl~ding:o;. lhinking Ihul Ihey IIlU)" Iw 

offcndp,tL nr 1'1~I'ha1'8 lhl~y lIla,- jusl nul bl~ rl'atl}" ftH' slH:h 

~1I(!ounkrs, Tlw Ilirih mnliwr nlay I)(~ n'IUI!IUnllo n'-I'II('lIl1u~mlJrjl'~ 

IIf pa;;t hurts, lunt'liness anti rl'jeelion hy a Ilal'lIwr, II is I'ussihh: 

Lhal sht' 11I~\'I:r lolt! Iwr family or hu:,llUlld Ihnl she hUll a I:hild 

wllieh ~'ilS plal'l~d fur Ufluplilln, IIr Iwrhal'S sill' is afraid Ihul sllI~ 

""ill he rl:jf!t:lmi by Ihe udoltle,l Iwrsnn. Th,'rl' an' muny n:usnns 

why Iral:ing cun lit' a slnw pruet'ss. anti lu:ealls(! uf this. slIt:ial 

wnrkt!rs will alway;; try III denl wilh Imlh sidl~s in thl: least illirusin 

way. l·crsc,'crQlu~e und l,uli(!lIc(: are illlllOrlanl. alltl where 

ptJ!4i'\iITle. Couu.i'\(:lIing shuuhi bt: 3,'ailt:fl uf! 

II is .. I,,'a),s a glltl(1 jll,·u til wrile a 11'llel' aIHllpa"t~ ililn fill' wilh Ilw 

Lulu(llioll ,,"("iel), fur the adol'lI:,1 PI'I'SUIl or birth nwtlwl'. !-III it will 

aln'atly he tlll'rt· if I hi' nllH'r I'I:rSIIU ,Iet:ith:s In lunk fnl' iuft.rlllllliull 

or t:cmlaf:l. nmil your !>iUrIlOnH~ alill utldrf~~!!-, al Ihis tiUH~" This i!'i 

inrurmation whit·h you ~Il(tnltl k'~t~JlI() ynul'sf,lf IIl1tillatl'l", lll1l1 IIII' 

StH'iely will 1101 g:i\'I~ lIut yonI' lultll'f~;;s III unynrw willwlIl ytJIlI' 

p'~rmissioll. Only wht!1I yllu arl' ,'erlain Ihal 11u: rt'lnlillll!lhip hus 

pruJ;ressetl In tlw I'uillluf ah~lIlul~ Inisl in t'ul·h olhel·. :ohllnld yuu 

pa:o;s 011 this Iwr:,ulI:l1 illfnl'lllfliion. YUII mlly if ylltl lik,: indlllie a 

pholograph .1Ilt! eXllrf'ss your illh~n:.::1 iu IUH'jUg an l~xt:h.lI1gt· nf 

inflll'lIIutiulI, ClI' a n'uni"lI. ",'lllIle"I'" )'1111 wish. 
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Tn,\t:I;\/; Rl' ,\;\ Alllwl'lm I·EH~tI;\", Ih:I'I'IU,u; nF Im:I.\;Io:II: 

I. "rlll!n 1111' Adul.tiuli Soddy 1III'uugh "'hirh 1111' Itt'r~un WOIl' 

atluplt'd i~ ktWWll. wrih" a 1~lh'r In lIle ~ut'it'ly "xprt'ssing an inh-rt'sl 

in '·xt~han~..jng infllrmaliun, til' rt~'llwsling lIlt-lo-tlalt: inftlrmalion 

un birth nwllwr. I:.g. health. 1II;.II"ilal !"Iaills. uillt'r t:hil,lrell. 1:11', Ir 

a meding i:o "('sirl·'i. ask if il l:u1l111 hI: arrangt·,1. \\/lu:1I wriling. 

gin:: lI"llnam,' . tlaknfltirth • :u1()ltln·"llat"'"I.~·I"lIIlt~m)(lm"'n'S. .. 

'1llinlf' tlf )'CIUI'Ulltu)IiOlI . your "rt":I'nt ~nnmlJlt' ifil was I'hmlgetl 

through marri'lgt:. alul'·III'n'nl'HI,II'I":-'l' alul t('lpl,lump IIllmlwr or 

t'tmlnl'1.ui,lr,'l'l' wltt're 11('~llIlar lIt! St'ut. if Ilrival:Y I:; tll'sil'I·tI, S"1I11 

a ('lillY II[ the loug hit·tl, t:t~rtil'kute if possihle. 

2. Wlu~lI thl' Aduptiull SlIdety is nul knuwn. wrilt' 1111'11' A,loplion 

nourd~ lIuwkinjol 1·louse. Hawkins Slr(~I~I, HuMin 2, giving ull 

knuwn inful'limliull. OIl' allll)·I!. They shllullllll' alII,' 10 p"II\"itll~ tilt: 

IHlm,: of Ihl: Atl0l'liun Snei.:I)", It i~ 1I11~1J lIt~c(~~:;.ary 10 wrilt~ In tht· 

,\cloJltion Sudely, a~ in j,\o: I 

'1'1(,\(:1 .... (; In' .\ H11ITII Monll':II: 

Slllllt'linu:~ tlw cil'I'UIIISIUIII:"~ wei'" ~u InllUIlUlit, for'llw hil'lh lIIolht'r 

Ihul ~11t~ "al1lwll't!IIII~lIIlwr II", ug:t'Ilt'y Ihruugh whieh Iwl' ehild wa!' 

plac:,·,1 fur adoption. or pe"haps till' I,hu'ing age"":)" '1l.I~ bel~n 111'­

rt~gi:o;It·I""1. Slw ~lltIlilti wrill: h, Ih,' Afh'lilion Hnard, IIllwkilis 

lIuu~\I~. IIllwkilJ!!> Slreel~ Uublin 2 b';ving 1111'111 Iwr IHIIIlP :lIul 

"""lc.t"n~~~·o~I"'cll"I''''cl"j"""'''c,",rC~"'"'c·I",j"rt,l"' ___ . Ih,· nlUllt'ofuw Ili";l.illll . tialt·tlf 

Sill: :o;hllul,1 UI~11 gi\'I~ Illt'lII h""lll't'~I'nIIlIlJllI' 

1111111111'1' • or'l ('''iliad mltlr I'l'~ ~rpllr'iclllflr pri,:ucr i,~ df>,~ired,for 

u'/IlJlel'cr rf'lJSOII. Tilt: A,lopliolt Board sholiitl hI' in <I I'u!'ilion In 

,Iisl:n\'t'r I'll' lIalllt! of Ih,' plal'iug agt'lH:y, anti in IIl1' (:as,~ nf a tlt'­

rt'gislt!rt'ti agt'!u'y. \\.·Iwrt: 111I'i,' fill's art' kt:1'1. 

Whf'1I till' atlul'linn sll(~it!ly Ihrnugh whil~h Ih.· atlul'liulI was nUlll,· 

i!'l kuo"·II. ~illlila,' infnrmutiull !'Iwultllw SPill 10 Ihal ugl'nl:Y, 
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I wu!i [Jfloph~d Ihnmgh your "'gt~nC)" ... 1111 I "'oul,1 h,~ inlen::-;Ied in 

halring mort: up-tu-dah: infurmutiun 011 my hu,'kgrnuTHL pl,:usf', I 
list Illy persunul '''~Iuils hduw: 

NUIIH!: Ad,lress: 

Dute of Hirth: Namt:~ uf Adopli\"e Pan:IlI:-;: 

Tlwir addrt~ss at tlw tinlt! of the udoplinn 1 if ,Iifflm:nt: 

C"nlar.1 acldrl~s!': (Ill'licmal) Phone lIumher: (0l'liollal) 

WUlIlII il he 11U1'o;;il1ll: In IHlVI: llli ,:x,:hunge of infnrmuliolJ/ 

Ilhlllllgruph/met~ting'! 

I "IUI:I:cl U l:hi"l fur atloplion Ihrough your S'U:i,:I)" in .. ()"t·ar) As 
Ihl' dliid is now un adult, uncltht· pussihililY of ,lisrlll'ling tlw lins 

of till: u,!opth"t: fumil)" llits pruhuhly lessened with time. I wllu!d hi: 

IIIlIsl ohliged if you 1:1111111 make slime t~ncl"irit:s on my hehalr. Would 

an ,!xdwngt! flf infurmaliun aud phnlngraphs III: at:,:eplal,le'! 

NalUrally I wnuld respt'f:t hisllier wishes in this rl:garc!, I would 

untit'rslan,i if he/sht: WflS 11111 )"d ready for !'uch I:untuct. in whil:h 

eaSt' pt~rhap~ ,.-UU f:Ollld kt'(~I) Iht' information nil file for till: rlllnn~. 

Tht: ,Ietails u:-; Ilwy WI~I't: utlhe time uflhf! adoptilln art: t,ri\'en hdow: 

j\1y name: Adflrt:ss: 

1\1y Ilate of hirth: Datf: allll plaf:e nf hirth of hah)": 

N ... nlt: of hahy: 

I)ull: udnplinll (Inter wu!"- much:: (if known) 

My C:lIrl'l~nt namt:: (if t:hlJngl~llthrullglt mnrriug~) 

My l'llrrl'nt udd"t::os untl phune numlll~r: (or t:()lltuI~1 addre~:l) 

Ob,~iulIsly, ,lrilJ i3 u sumplp leller~ ,wd mllst b,. lIIorlijie(l lu suit. 

nmilling inlll,proprinle r"/erencps and including IdlUle"Pr 

per.ownal in!omraliOlJ Sf) desired. 
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TII(~ law wu!; dwngt·d in Enghllul and Walt·tll,y tlw Chihln:n Act of 

19i5. and ill NOI'thl'rn Irl·lalHI b)" 1111: Atlopliofl (Nnrlhernln·lalul) 

Onlt'r elf 19Hi, "'hil'h l)I'eullw Illll'r-uli\'!' fl'lllll 1:.:1 Oe:tolll'r 19119, 

Adllpl~11 pl'CJ)lII~ 110\'0' han' tilt: righl tn gl:1 a 1'01')" of tlwi,' UI'ibrinul 

hi"th 1:I'rtifieah: if th,:y wunt it. from IIU' age' of IH, III Sentland, 

~irwI' ItJ:~O. llclliptelllll'Opll' nVI'!' the IIge uf I i han: III'I!II ulllt: 10 !'\I:I! 

their original hi"th rel:llrlls. (1\111:"1 IlI'lIplf' wlw hlln' applif:d 10 set: 

their- n·t:ords siru:t· Ihl·law ehung"11 havl' hel:nl)('twf'l~n age~ 20 und 

:W. IIr ollll:r) PI:OJlIt: ;uloplt:cI IU'fot'l' ItJia who wanl thl:ir hirth 

C'1!l'lifi"Illt'!i all,llh,: nUIIII: IIf the ngl:ney whidl urr'lIlgl~1 Ilu: uduplinn 

are fir~1 rl!lluin:cllli Inlk In a ellufI!il·llur, PI'OP": who ""I'n' ulluJited 

after 19i5 do lint hU\'e III St:e 3 t:lIl1n~dlll", Iml c:un ,10 1'0 if they 

l\'i~h, 

\Ve wUIIM rl:l:ulllnwlull:oulI~t:lling fur all iuvoh'etl. TIlt: IJII"'/JOS(~ 

of cOIIIJselling is: 10 give the Ill/opled 1J(~,..smi b(l,~ic infornwtiOlI nlwur 

'Ii$/I,er culupliml; lu Iwlp Ilw ur/oplf>d per,~o" 10 IIl1df:rstflm/ SOInt: 

of ,lie IJOs$ible ('Jle(,'t.~ of !z;$lIler p.llr/u;rie,~: If) e ... ."/uili n'gu/utiolls 

find J1rot:edllre,~ rl'illting to mloptioll' 

TIll' law l'I~'(1li"1'5 a pl~r;;un atluple(1 hdurt~ 1975 in Englarul anti 

"'all':', anll 19H7 in Nllrlhl~rn Irl'lanll. til !'I·t~ iI 1:lllIn!'f'lIur hl,fun' 

1Jt'/~11t~ (,31l1lt' gin'lI at:I:I:~5 In his hirlh n:I'onl .. ht~l:ul1:'t· Ihl: "allll'al 

und udupli\'l' 1".I/','nll' lIlay ha\'t~ I"'t'n It,d 10 hl'lit~n: Ihul Ihl' dlil,1 

iJeing utluptl't1 "'unlil fle"f'r Ilt~ uhll: tn find nlll his/htOr llI'iginul nallll' 

nr Iht' lIallU'l' uf Ih,' lIalllral parl'nls, Thl':'~ .arrun~'·nlf'nll' \>o't~rl' mad,· 

in gnnll failh. anll il i~ impnrlant In IInilf'r!'lIUllli whal un 

im'e,;lig<lliun inln 1111: I'U"I lIlay nW:1Il fill' IIII' atloJlII~11 pI:rsull ,mel 

fill' ulllt:1' pI'npll:, 

An)'one rf'sidl'lIl uhl'lJatl whtl \oIo'i!'hl'!' In apply fIJI' al:l:e .. ,~ III hirlh 

n:I'III'II" IIndl'r Ilw p,'uvisiulls of Iht: Chiltlrt:1l Ad 19i:i Ill' A,lupliufI 

(N'nrllu:rnlr'darul) Or,I"I' 1987 uI1i1 whn intt'ruls In \'i:,illh!~ un:a,­

Englal1l1. S,:nllund. \vult:!', Nnrlht:l'nln:lulul- slwultl apply onllw 

l.lpprClpl'ialt' flll'lII wdl in .1I"':tIU:I: nf Ih,' prnlHll'l'll \'isil. gi\'in~ 
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.approximuk dule" of urri\'al allli tiel',arIUrt';. and inlli,!uting wlu"';n'; 

he/slw wisllt's Iu sl'e a l~nuusf'lIor. ('.g., lI .. alth l.'t SUI'ial SI'r\'il:es 

Bnurtl in whnst~ art'U the ulluplinn was lJladl:~ or an ulloption society 

whil'h ur"angell tlw 1.IIIoplilln if Ihl~ sOI:iely was rl'bristert,;d hefun' 

lilt: Atlnplioll OI·tll~r 19Hi. 

Thl'; I:OIIIl ... t~lIor (:a II It,ll ~'UU: your original names: I he nn me nf your 

nalural mnlhl:r: (JUs!'ihly Ihl: name uf your natural falher: amlthl'; 

name (If Ihe t~nllrl where Ilw tinier was mUlle. Wilh this infnrmalioll 

~·ou willihen hi: ahle 10 ohtain u I:Opy nf your hirth I:(~rtilil:ate. if 

yuu wi ... h. Tht'; hirlh certificale gins Ihe fulluwing information: "uh~ 

ullIl f'I:I,~e ufhirlh; nanu: lIIult':r ",-hid) you v.'t~rt~ originully rt~gislel"l~ll: 

lIlolher\; 11I11IIt: 01U1 (lI,."ho(l'" Ilt'r uct:tlJlatiun: mUllwr"s lIamt: aud 

.HI,lrt~"'i:I Oil lha I I inw; nu"w anll Ultllrl~s!' flf tht'; pl:r~nll ,,-hI) rt:g:isterell 

tlll~ birlh ~ usually the IIInlher: ,Iale of rt:gistraliull anlllh!! naml: of 

tlw rt:gistl·ar. II may ur IIlUY nut gi\'e the fatlwr's nanu~ and 

m:eullUtiun. If a ,:hiltl':ol I'art~nts arc lIut marrietllo (,;ul:h ullu~r 1111: 

fll""~r's numl'; i~ nut always un Ilw hirlh l:erlifit:n1f'. 

nl~IU'Il,ling nn how anll wllt~Jllhl' ado"ti"ll was ar,·anged. 111I~rt~ may 

III' nlh,'r informalion 3\"uilubll'" Thl~ adoption multi hU\"f~ heen 
.IITungt'd through un adoplion snci"I), or a Bf!ulth and Social 

Ser\"ict,~ Huard. ur u furmer wdfare aUlhurily (\'fhus(~ ttulies \\"I~re 

lakt'n un'r hy Boartb in 197:1). ur Ihrough un il1lli\"i.lulll sud. as a 

dut!tOl", sulieilor. nr frientl. ur IIII' mnllwr t:nul,1 ha\'c arrullgI~d il 

011 hl~r own. I,rh .. alt'ly. 

Sunll~ ehilllrt:n ure mloptell hy grantlpart:nt!' or olher rdalin: ... and 

Ihert' ha\'e al~u ht';t';11 nllnU:I"OIlS adoptions hy a natural (Iurenl wilh 

a step-part:n!. Tlu: (~ounspIlur ..... ill lIul huw: this informal ion hut 

",ill he ahlt~ In brin'; lin 'IIIthuri~illtioli 10 ask ,III: euurt ..... hidl math: 

lilt! aduptiun tlrtlt~r for Iht'; nUIIII'; (If Ihe u,loptiun sm:il:ly or Huard. 

if uny. whieh look purl in Ilw arr"Ltllgemenls for Ihl! atluptiun. If till! 

(:ullrl rt't:unls an: slill a\"ailahll: anti tlw Cflurt is ahle 10 gi\,t! you 

1111: lIallW of lilt: I"dl:vunl adol.tiun sm:it~ly ur Buard. you will he 

ahll! to make 1:llIluirit';:ol ..... ith tlll~lII. 
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Therl~ ean he nu c:l:rtainty that anl" atlditiunal t.a(~kgr()nncl 

information ~xi~ts, UlIIler forml!r mluptinn l~gi~llItiun acloptiun 

Ii(ldl:ti~~ ""~rt: only n:qllired to kl:c:p their n'cords for 25 year!' and 

c:ourt rt~e()nl:i an: nol kt'pl indefinitely, lIealth and Sueial SI!r\'iees 

Buanls" re(:urd~ may ntll gu Ilaek far ,:uuugh In iru:llIcle Ilcupll: whose 

atiUlltiun luuk 1,lcu:~ many years ago. ur rt:(:nnls mu)' ha\'t: helm 

10:-1 ur desll'oyt·cI, Old re(:onls al'e urten hrid and tit:lails you arc~ 

lonking fur 11111)' not hI! indudt!fl. 

The above information W(lS obtained ((I)Jrom leafletsJrom BAAl" 

wlCI (b)from IJ leaflet which is obtui"edfrom tl,P DIISS Depnrtment 

oj'Health tintl Soc;(I1 Sert:;ce~ "Accefis to Rirth Rer:ort/$ "Informntio" 

for Adopted Persons, This /enJ1ellllso contfJi"s tlpplic(lliollj'orm,~ 

for (lca~,~ 10 birth recor(J"~ by n prmwlI adopted before or nfter 

1975 Eng/wul find Willes, mul bef(Jrt~ the 18th or nfter 17th 

Dect!mber 1987 Norther" Ire/und. As explllilled prel,joll.~/y, ,host! 

uc/optl'c/ prior 10 the re/elmnt dUle, mll-st twnil of cOllnsf!llingjirsl. 

Sinl:t~ 1st May 1991 an offidal Conla(~t Rt!gist~r ha~ IU~1!1l npt~ralecl 

hy tlu~ RC~hril'lral' G(:n~"ral. Tller'j! is a fl~e. Wrill~ to tl1t~ Atlupliun 

St~f:tiun of: 

The Gt:llt!ral Regi~tr!lr's Offif:e 

Oxfnr~IIl()lIse. 49-55 Chichesh!r Slr~et. 

Bdfast BTl 41fL. N()rth~:rn Irdand. 

Tlu~ Gent:ral Rl!bri-slrar\ Offi~:e 

SlIIedll:Y Hydro. Trafulgar Rnatl. Southport. 

Mel'~eysitlt' PH8 211 ~I. Englalul. 

Tire Generul Hcgistr::rr's Offi(!e 

New R~:hrish:r IInuse. Etlinhurgh Ell I ;{Yl. Scolluml. 
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T hi~ infurmatioll is ('unlailu~cl in a buukld whieh Ilia!" Iw .. 

hutll,y (:('nta(~ling thc~ Aduptiun Roanl, Ila"'kin~ Iiouse. 

lIu""kill!'i Stred~ lJuhlill 2. 1'elepllOne 01-671.5888. 

Th~ bonk I.·, ha~ Iwt~1l J1rt~pun~d lIy tht'm 'fo.r lIle be/lPjit of people 

tl!inking of mlo/Hing. giving tI broml olllli,w of mJoplioli luw mul 

IJrocedure. It doe ... nol purporl to be u detailed flcctJunl oj III(! 

"rfllJi~ions of ,lie ,illoplioll llt:t 1I0r to b,! (J legal inter-pretmion 

rhp.rt!o/". 

II unsw(~rs muny Iluesliulls sudl as: 

WII.\T IS AIJOI"'fI);\~ Atluption i ... a I'rm·t~~'" hy whil~h a (·hiM herumes 

a memlu'r uf a nt'W famil)', It t~rt~lItes u l)t~rmant!nt It·gal rdaliullship 

heIWI~t~1I the mlupli\"t~ pl.lrt~nlS und the: ehild. 

";'111) AHR,\!'\(;t-::;; AIUWfllt;\S'! The n:giskrell Ulillillillll sndelies ullll 

Ilw III~ahh hoards al"t~ IIII~ nnly ageneit~~ It·gnlly t~1l1illt~" In I'hu!1' 

t'hililn!n fUI' uduplioll. 

\l'II,\T I~,\:,\ AIlf)I"I'IO~ Onm·:n? An mloplinn unler SI!l!ures in la'R'lhe 

posilion of tlu: t:hiltl in IIII' atl0l'ti\"t~ family. On the making tlf Ilu~ 
adnplioll nrdl'r Iht: Ilatural parent(s) Ius,-(.s) all l'~gal righls I)\'er 

th!! t:hiltl anti is/,url! Crel~d from nil ,luLil!s. Thl!SI! ri;;hts lind ,Intil!s 

al"l~ lralll"'ft~rn'lltn 1111" Utlopth"! parents. 11.e child is rt!gnnh:d in 

low as the child of llll: Ofloplh'c I)nrent~ as if ht!/~he "'(~re horn 10 

Ihem in mnrriage. Lt:gal adoption is IH~rlllnnl!nl. 

Tnt: AIIUI""llo:\ BO.\lm: All appLielJlions for allul)liull unlers an: mutll! 

In Ihl' Atloption HCJllnl. an illtlt:pt:ntlenl sialulllr)' Imdy. Tlw Bnanl 

f:ulIsiSIS ftC a dlairman and t:ighl onlinal'Y mcmlten; appoinktl II)" 

Ihe Gn\"l:rulIlenl. Tlu! IlI'imar)' fUnt:linn nf 1111: Bnanl is In gran. ur 

rernsl' nppli(:atiulls fill' adoption ortll'l"s. It ulsl) hus resl'"nsihilil), 

for rebolslering al1ll supen'isiug lIlt! Iltlul'liulI sfu:it:lil:,., 

AnUPTA81.E (~IIILllllt:~: Th~ law 1"~rlJlil!l Iht· atlnptiun uf (a) llI·phaus. 

anti (I.) ehiltlren hurn ulll~itlt! lJlarriag~. inchHlilig in t:ertain 

f;in:um:-'lalll!t'!I. (~hil(ln:n whll!lt' nalural part'nl!' "llhs(~IIII~ntl)" marry 
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each other. In additiull. in ex(:epliunai i:ases. th~ High Cuurt may 

make ortlers uruler Sec lion 3 of Ihe Adoption Act, ] 988 
authorising the~ adoption of chiltlri~n whose parents han~ failefl in 

their duty lowards tht!m. Children hurn within marriage~ rna)· he 

adoplt~d under this flrm-isinn_ 

A child horn tlutsiele marriase who is legitimatefl lIy Ihf~ sllbse!qlle~nl 
marriage~ of ll1(~ nlllllrlJl pan~nt!i i.!l digihlt: fur ailol'tion prnvicled 

his/her hirth has nnl heen re~-rcgisterecl. A child horn to a married 

wmnan hUI whose hushancl is nol the father. is dir:,rihlc for aflol,linn 

pnwidcci the faels nf the: e:hild·s paternil)· f:an he proven 10 the 

sati!Ofaclioll of the Adoption Hnarel. 

Tlae ci.ild musl reBid,. in llae Siale, be atieasl six leeeh." old and 

ullder 18 years flf age. TIa,. claUd need nol Ia(l.lle been born ;', 
tlais ("{Junlry. 

Till-: WEI.F,\RE ot' Tilt: CIIIW: Adoption i!O for Ihe~ benl'fit of ehileIre'n. 

The~ c:hilcl is tlw nUlMt important pc:rsnn in the whole: prflcess. This 

prindple is c:mb()(iiefl in the~ luw. which re!flUire:o the Aclllptioll 

Hoard_ ur any c:ullrL when (I(~alin~ with nny mall!"r rplating tu an 

adoption, to regard the welfare of the child all the fi~t and 

paramount consideroLion. 

Tilt: «:tllt.n's WISIII-:S: Thc: l\cinl'tioll Buunl mllsttakl~ inlu ae~r.uunl 

lilt: wishe~ nf a I:hilll who is IIwn: than st:vc:n yc:ar~ nf <lg~ at the fluh: 

of the: applicDlion for the uciuJltion orllf:r. 

Wlln :\l,n Anun? The: rulluwing "ersulI!! are digihle In adopt: 

(0) a married couille ih-ing IngetherThis is the unl)·l:irc:umslanc:e 

where the law permits. the: adoptioll of a dlild lIy mnrt: than OIW 

"enilln. 

(b) 0 married per!!on alone In this circumstancc the SlwlIsc's 

1:II1I51"ni tn atlnpt mll~t he ohtained. unlt:s8 Ihey arc: living apart 

unelllrc: "c'IHlralcciuntler (J) a court decree or (2) deed o/sepuration 

or (3) tlae _"pouse luu deserted the pro$j1e(:tiv€ "fLoj1ler or (I) 

conduct on the part aftlre spml.~e re$ults in the pro.~pectil!e ae/o/Her, 

with just calue, leaving the .~pou_~e and living Clpart. 
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(c) the motht:r, father or a relBth-e of the child (rt:lntiofl!;hip tn a 

chilli horn outsitlt: marriagt: ilJ trul:t:d Ihrl)ugh the mutht"r unly) 

(d) 8 widuw or ~ido""er 

.4. pf~rson wlw does not come u'itllin the classes of person (/ejined 

under (c) onfi (eI) obollt? mfJY only adO/)1 where the Hoard is 

sfllisjieel ,hut. in the particular circumstances oj the case. it is 

de,o;irable to grallt all order, 

A(a:."i ut' ADOPTERS: Minimum ag('~ A couplc ndnpting II ehililto 

whom th(~y nrc not rdalf'cl mIHil hOlh In: al Ic:a~1 2] yt~Drs uf agt:, 

When: Ihe I:hild i~ llt:illg adopted hy II married cuuple and one of 

them is the nalural mnther or father or u n:lalh'(~ ufthe (:hild. only 

one uf them mll~1 huvt: attain(:d Ihe age of 21 years. Urnn:r 'lgf:!O: 

The law Ilot:s not Iny down tll'pel" age limit~ for atlupting partmt", 

Howe\'er, age is a significant fador ",Ium asses"ing a (:I)II(1le'5 

suitahility III adopt &JIlIl ml)lOl lIllnptiun ugt:ncies upply tlu:ir 1I""n 

"pl',:r ugt! limits. 

RF_"iIUF:Ne,· 0.' AUOPTEHS: Adopting parents must he nrllinarily 

n:sidlmt in the Stah: and havI: I,,:en SII residlml for at it:UI't 0111: p~ar 

IIt"fore Ihe dnlt: of the making of the all option urder, 

H":I.H:tI)7Ii: Where the adnpting llUrents. tilt: t:hilcl anll the nalUral 

parent(~) al'c nlllllil of the ,"lime religieln. tlw naturalpurent(s) mu~t 

know the rdigioll (if any) of euch of Ihe adupting purent!" when 

gi\'ing consent 10 the child's adoption. 

SI:ITAUU.lr,: The: t\duption Buurd (~annut makl~ an utlo(llinn urller 

nnJe~s it is ~atisfit"d thnt eal:h of the adopting parents is a suitahlt: 

persun 10 hU\'e parenlal righls and IJuties in respect of the chiM. 

eO;o.;SEiH: \l'hose I:OIISI:nl is re'luir,:d? Thl: l~oml(~lItl)f e\'ery Jlt~r!,l)n 

heing a llarent or guunlian ufthe dlild or hu\'ing charge of or control 

nVf:r tlu~ child i~ normally re'luirt:tl In (a) the pJacing. of the chilli 

for adoption. ami (h) the making of an adoption orller for the I:hild. 
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AI'i most udoplahll~ childrl:n urI: hurn (lul.!iide morrillgc. the eunsent 

uf Ihl: nalural motlu~r only is normally J't·tluired. 

Thc CUlL~1I1 uf the nalurru (uther is rf~luirefl ",·hert: (II) Iw marril:~ 

tlw nalural hliliher afh~I'lhe hil'lh IIf lilt! I:hiltl. or (II) he is appointed 

u guardiunllf Illt~ (·hill' or is gruntl~d t:uslody of the I:hild punmuul 

III a (:nurl urtler or nlht·r·wi~t!. 

COIISf!nl 10 Plucemenl: \Vhf:n' Ihe (!hiltl'l'i adoillioll i~ Iwing 

arrungl'll by 0 regisleretl atlnplinn !H14~il~ty. Ihl' nulurul rnotlu~r, 

nalural falllt:r (if apl'linlhlt:) or gnurtlian nlU~1 gi\'t' LIIl initiul (:on~mll 

ur agrt·t!rnl~lIlln Ihl: pla(~ing nf Ihe t:hiltl fur utloption II,.. lilt! ~tJ(:iety. 

Thi!' may h(~ brj\"~n al all~' lillle uflc~r Iht: hirlh of 111t' I:hiltl. 

«:nn!Oenl,ln Afloillion Order: Cnn~t'nllo the IIlllking tlf an mlupliun 

urller may IInl he gin~1I unlillhe ehiltl i!O al lea~1 !lix wI'f'ks nld. It 
lila)' nul lit: hrin:u ellrlie,' than thrt~t~ mC)nlh~ l)t~furl' Ihe tlale (If Ih., 

applieatiun fur lire adoption onl.~r. 

Cun!!enl 10 Ihe making uf an adoption urder moy be withdrawn 

ul Oll~' linu: IH!forf! the making of the 1I(lolllion onlf!r. 

Con!Ocnl 10 Iht~ making of an adoption order IIIUJ!l1 he ginm in II 

furm pre~crihcd h~' Ihe AdoJllioll Rule!!. 

The Adol'lion Hoanl mu~1 t;oli""fy il:ldf thalt·,"t:ry p.:r!'on who ha:-: 

gin!" t:t)n:"t~nt Itl tilt: making nf un atluption n('llt~r lIIulerslands lilt' 

nalnn: lint! cffl~el of IIU' (:1l11:wul and or Ihe atluption ortler and of 

nrlain It~gall·ighls. In ()filer Itl eomply wilh Ihis ('I~lllIirl:IIH~nl. Iht: 

Buanl allpninl~ 'nulhori!'I~11 pt~rsnll:O:' tn inh·n"i.:w Ilu: t"IIII:-lt"nling 

I'arly (usually Ihe nalural IIIl1lh.:r) on il,. hdwlf. Aflt~r Ihe person 

h,l:" gi\"(~n l:nn.~I:nlllt~J~lw is; inlt~r\'ie","etl hy all 'alllhurisl~tll"'rMIII' 

",·ho I:ullIpit'les a Ilue!llionnuirf> with hillllllt'r, 

J)1~ .. t:~SI;\(: \\"lT11 OI~SE"T: Tlw ,\(llllllillU Blmrtl may dislWlISt: ","jlh 

t:cmsf'nl if it i!' satisfi,·d thai Ilw pt:rsnn whilSt" t:nllsenl is I'f'quin·d i" 

iru:ul'nble h)" rl'a:,lln of mentnl infirmily IIf gh'ing ennsenl. 01" t:llllllOt 

he fOllnt!. 
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Where a natural motllt~r whu hus initially llgreed to till" plll(:ing of 

hf~r child for aduption fnils. lIf~glel:ts. tlr n!fu!lt!~ tn ~r:i\'t~ her f:UlIsenl 

to tl1t! making of an adoption order. or witiulrawli a e:um;ent alreudy 

gi\,t'n. il i!,l 01"!1I10 the adullling Il8renlll" if they huve nppli!:!1 for 811 

adoption tinier for thf! e:hilcl. ttl apply In the High Court for nn 

oreler under Section 3 of the Adoption Act, 1974, The IUgh 

Court, if it is satisfied thut it is in Ihe 1)(!sl interest of the (:hild to dn 

so. rna}' make an oreler lImlc:r that st:dion (n) giving: (:1ISI0I1), flf the 

child 10 the adnpting parents fnr a sllee'ifiefl pt!riucl, ami (b) 

authorising Ihc~ Adoption Board 10 dispense with Ihe mother"s 

cnnsenltnthe making IIf all atlnplinn oreit:r in fu\'ollr of them during 

that I)(~riud. 

Consent is not required to the lllioption of n child in respect of 

"'hom the High Coura has mode on order under Section 3 of the 

Adoption Act~ 1988. 

RF.CLAI,\I n.' CIIILU: If a natural motht!r change~ 11I!r minel ahout 

ufinplinll bc!fore the making of the atinptinn nrfiel' allli ~t'eks In 

rf'daim hf:r f:hilcl hut th(~ adopting IHlrenls refnst: to give 111' the 

(~hild. Ihen it is open to her In institute legal proc(~t!dings to ha\'(~ 

c:ustmly of the chilfl restort':tI 10 her, 

RIHTII CEHTU'tCATES A~U AUUI'TEU CIIII.UH.:''Ii: When an aeioplinn 

orcler is malle. a IWW ·J.irth~ r.t~rtir.(:ate rna)' he ohtainefl for the 

chillI. The r.ertifir.nlt~ i!:'lsllt'd i" nul an actllal hirth 4:erlifil'ute hili a 

certifiecl copy of the t:nlr)' relaling tn the child in Ihe Adnptefl 

Child['f!ll Register, IIUWt:\'I:J', fur all legal pllrpf)~es it has the status 

of U hirlh eertificale. Tht! lung form of Ihe cerlificate gl"f:S lilt: (Ialt! 

uf the adoption flrtler. and tht: name(s) an(1 adelress of the acloptive 

parr:nt(s), 

RE-AUOPTIU:-i: The only circlllllstances in whie~h a fUl'lher adulltinn 

order mn)' he nuule f!lr tlu: sume dlild u['(::(a) wht~re hislher udnpti\'e 

parenls (or parenl in Ihl! (:a.\le of the snle adopter) hu\'e diecl or (II) 

the High Court rnakt:s an orcler lmtlc:r Section 3 of the Adul.lion 

Act, 1988 in respec:t Clf tht: ehilli. 
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I. A nalnrall'art~nl nr rt·lath'p, wishing to ;ulopt a "hiM (~illler alnuI! 

liT with a splluse "huuill f711ntact Th(~ ,\i1u)llinl1 Buanl fur infllrrnatiem 

as 10 the prllcl~dllrl~ iU\'lIh'ed, 

2, A couple wi!'hing tn han a e:hiltl pllH7t:i1 ",'jlh Iht~m fur Utlupliun 

rihuuid apply II) a rer,'iste:n:11 aduptiun IiUl:il~ly IIr tlu:ir 10I7Ul health 

huard. Tile societie ... (Ire listed elsewhere in this IJOoJ.·. As Ihl~rt· art: 

far more f:lIl1ples wanting III adopt Ihun Ih,~rt~ urt: t:hildnm Ilvailahlt: 

for uflnplion. nol all f70Uplt"s whn apply In an utiuptiull a~wnc:y will 

III! suc7c:es!'ful. 

;.\. A l:oupl17 beinl; c:nnriiflel"17fl It)' un Utlo)lliun agem:y will ha\'I' til 

IImlergll a dl'laiit:d .tJsst!ssmenl. The purpost: of Ihili .ISSt:ssnu7nt iii 

10 I!!!-Iahlish Ihe t:ouple 's slIitahilit), Uri prnsl't!I!li\'(7 adoJlth',! purellls, 

Tht! aSSt!ssnwnl will hI: eal-ril!d nlll hy one of Ihl: agt!nc:y"l' :oIol:ial 

workers. II will indude a number of juint unci incli"illuul inlervit~ws 

and visits Itl Ihe (:UUIIII~'s home. Thl~ sueiul wnrkt!r will di!'t!lI!'-s 8111:h 

a ("I-as liS I Ill: t:nllple \, rl·la I iUlI!ihi p. I ht-:ir mnti "eli fur ndoplillg. I heir 

t~Xl't:I:lali(lns of the c'hiltl ami thei.· nllilily In hl'lp Ilw c!hiltl til U 

knowledge anti lIIulcrstnndilig of his niliural huckgnlUnd. Tlu: 

c:nllpl,~ will uls(l hU\'I: 10 untit:rgo a ml·di(~al examinalion, 

4. If a c:CJuple ar~ occl'pted liy un utloptinn ugt:'IeY ancl hU\"f~ u c:hilll 

plaeed wilh Ihem. Ilw nexl ~lep i.s 10 uPIII)' In Ilw Adoplion Buanl 

fur an uduplinl1 urcler. Certain elnc:UlJJt'nls mUl'l he llt:nllu Ihc- Huartl 

in support uf Ihe npillic:uliun. Thl! agent:)" will kllCIW whal citlClllllelll!' 

art~ relll1ir,:,1 unci will pruhuhly .alrt:tHly ha\'t: ohtainf!lllhem frllIn 

lilt: I:nllilic hdurt: Illac!t'mc·nl. 

5. The Atlnptinn Bllurtl ('.mnul make un adnplion nrder unlt·ss il i!'i 

salisfiecl us 10 Iht: stlilahility uf Iht: IItlopting pun:nls. The Bnartl 

has u It:am of ~C)(:iul wnrkf:rs whn \'isil Ilu: homps of upplit:allis for 

utloplinn tll'elers. ullcl reporl In Ihe Bunrcl (III Iheir I'uituhility. On 

rel'eipl tlf an aJlplir~<ltitln for an adopli"n ortlt:r. 11u: Board u!il'igns 

IIIW uf its sneilll work,-rs lu Ihe applicaliun. Thl: snt:ial wnrkt"r will 

IHlI"mally lIluke ullt:asll\l,'u \'isils 10 Iht: applil'ants' homf!. 

6. Tllt~ t\tluptiun Hoard dnt!s nnl usually finillisl~ un Udllplillil unlil 



Iht! adopting IJUrenb ha\'t! hutllhl~ child in their can~ (ur ullt'ust ",ix 

mnnlhs, Tht~ Board may require Iht: appli(:unls to hOH the f:hiltl in 

thf·ir ('are for a longer period in f:~rlain circulIIstunf:t~S, 

7, Wlwn Ilu~ Atlnptinn Boord is slIti!'lfit-'d thot an ado"lilln is rt!ufly 

to lit! finalil'ed. it will im.itc tht! adopting pun'nls In allcnd hdure 

il. with Ih~ I:hiltl, (ur tht: lu~aring uf their application, AI the IIral 

Iwaring.lhe IIPI,lieunt~ are a~ketl t:l~rtain (plCslions nil oath in unler 

10 (!~Iulilish Ihl!ir illentily anti eli~;ii,ility 10 :ultII,I. If these (Iut'stinlls 

an: (UlswI:n~(1 to thl! "alisfadiun of the Roar,!. Ihl: Board tlu"" makes 

tlw adoplion order, 

Nn ff!es 01'(: poyable to the Adoption BOaI'll in consideration of 

an mloption 0PI.licolion. 

AU()"'flo~ ACT 1991. Rf!cognitinn flf cl!rtain udopliulls t!ffel:lt!d 

outside the Siote hy Irish rf!sitlf!nt!'l: 

I. l:tre-I!!II April 1991 cases: Person~ \\o,hll dft'cII!tlliJt! lIt1nl'tinn 

uf a (:hil,1 abruad before the hi AI)riI 1991 will be f'nljtlf~llfl 

hUH! their atlol,liun recngnisI:t1 pnn,j,leil (0) Ihey (Ire eligible 10 

(1(101'1 under Iri.~h laU!. and (b) the mlol,tion (:omplif>$ u:i,h the lerm,~ 

of the definition of a foreign adoption under the Acl und (c) 'he 

chihl or udopted per.~l)n It'Wi under 21 years of age at llw dole of 

the udoplion. if I·fff',:letl prior Itl I!OmnwnC:I'mt"nt of the Ad and 

under 18 years of age. if eff,!etell after tllt~ "umDlI'nt'I:nU!nt tlutt· 

(i.e. :11.5.1991) 

AdoPlcMI may apply 10 lh~ Alloption Buard for reel'b'l.ition. 

2. rer~tJn~ with wrillen Immigration Cleorahce~: PI~r:mnl!'l ",Iw 

mu,le a reflue~t in ""'riting tn Iht! Depurlment of .Iu~til~I! ht:forl: the 

lst April 1991 for a wrilten immigratinll ('Iearonce for an .. dupled 

t~hiltl anti whn rf!"einll ~Uf:h a clearance will Ilt~ entit)el) Itl ho\',: 

their arioptions l't~engni~t:(1 on the sallie ).asis Ue the lIre-I st AJ,ril 

,:ases pro\,j,led that their udulltinns Wt~rt~ t:fff!c:ted III!forl: 111t~ hi 

J Illy 1991. 
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3. All other eBSel'o All uthl·r p(!rtlon~ rl~i'idtmt hert: who wish In 

adopt ahrlU.IIl tire requin:d 10 hu\'e their digihililr anti suilahilily 

eSluhlisllt"d beforf~ they Iru\'el abroad. if Iheir aduption is to 114: 

rt:/:ogllisl:tl. 

TIle Adol,tion Boord h8~ respun~ihility fur determining digihi.lily 

and stlitahilily, lInwl:nr. the first SII:V is In lun'e a milahilily 

assessment carried oul. The ~uilahility Ol'lMel!l~Dlen~ may only 1.1' 

cArI'iefl oul by a health boonl ora registered odulltion !-Iodety. In 

ueeortlanl:e with Sf!ction 8( I) of the Ad. U h"8Ith IUlarc! lIIust 

t:arr),' out atolsessmeilis for persons onli.narily rt:sidl:1l1 in ils 

fUlietiollul :Irtm. Ht:gistered alloplion toIlldt:li,:s may I:al"l-y nul 

assessments nil Ilt:hulf uf Iwalth Imartls ur at lht! n:'l'wsl of Lhm,,: 

wishing tn atlupl a!lrnad. bllt ore 1101 uhiige.1 10 do 110. 

When a suitahility 8ssf~ssnu:nl n:purt has Iu:en pn'l,urt:d hy II heahh 

hoard IIr 8 regis ten-II atloplivlIl'oocielY. the prupused aclnl'lerS may 

apply to Ihe t\tlopliun Buar.1 fol' a Ileelaralioll uf tlu:ir ~lIitahilily 

and digi"iliIY. 

Wher(~ th(~ Huard lIIakt~s II dl'I:luration in favour of the prupmn:(1 

arluplt:rI;. it will gin: Ihl:1I1 a ~upy of Ihl: dt:daratiun allil Ih~ 

liuilahility as~es;;.m(!llt rl:purl. TIIt~ prn!lust:tl allupler;;. call prorlll':t~ 

Iht~~e tI()eument~ In Iht: foreign ud"plinn uuthuriLies as (~\'itlell/:t: 

that IIII:Y ha\'t~ Ilt't:n Ill'pru\'etl fur an iult:r-':f1untry adnplinn II)' the 

Iri;;h atloptiun nlilhorily. 

The Depnrlmenl 0/ }, ...... ,ice Il'ilt nul i.(1fIIe WI immigration ('tearance 

unlil persollS 'rim propose adopling abroad slIcces.'1i'Uy cOlII/Jlele 

Ilu: 11f~IC procedures and lune II rlecl"ralion nurde in l/aeir /m:ollr. 

A fllndaml:nlall"'en~tluisilt: III the g"nnling of J't:eugnitinn ill- Ihat 

Ihe foreign aduption fully com .. lie~ wilh thedermition ora foreign 

ndf'plion ~pef:ified in the Act. Al:,:nrtlingly. it t:UJllllltlu: I,re;;umed 

that till: granting of n:l:ognilinn will nt·t:essarily f,,"ow IIpnn the 

making of a ,It·duration of dihrihilily alHI suita"ilil)" 



I'eno.oll!!l whihing to han lIu~ir Muitllhilit)' ond eligibility I~sluhli~hl~d 

ill u(:curdollce 'h'ith the new procedures oullined !!h~uld contact 

their 1U(~ul health hoarcl for further i.nformation. 

~h:.\lIum~ nE.' Tilt: AIIUI"TIO~ nIMH)) 

Virginia Hnehfnnl B.C.I.. Solicitor. C/wirmllrl 

Patri(~k Dur(~an II.LI ..... . .. Solicilor. IJepu/)" ChuirmlHl 

Gernldilu~ Shanley B.C.L. . ........... Solicitor 

Urian Dnulan 

Stt~ltllt:n Byrlll: ........................................ Ilnrrisler 

Orlaith Traynur' .................................................. Solicitor 

Vi\"iennt~ Darling: ,\I.A. 

Nura Nuwlun B.A. (mod) 

D(~irdl"f~ Madlllyn~ :'o1.A. 

DIH'i,1 Wolft: ..................................................... Regi.~/rtlr 

e"IIUI' Burkt~ ~I D .. F,H'<:.I'.I.. M,ILC.I'.(U,K.). 

F.C.C.I'. .... . ............ CowiIlltlJrlt Physician. Medicol AcI,;;ser 
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Ht:ALTIl 8nARU:oi 

AlIlIealth Hoards are rt~tluirt~cI 
to prU\'idt~ an Adul'lilln Ser\·it: .. 
in tht'il" areas. Eadl Ht~alth 
Buanl has it sildal ""urk 
sl~r\'iee fur I't~"l'lt! li\'inS wilhin 
its area. Must han: tlUalifictl 
pm'ple (Iealing with adlllJlion 
mlltlt~rs, Ilr(widing informalion 
allli Ctllln!'t~Uilig. See IUI:ul 
telt!Jlhone t1ireeloI'Y~ nr plume 
Iht! Oeparlmtmt of l-h~alth. 

TE!If'p/ume: OJ - fi7/ ·Ii 11 

Tut: AlmPTlu:oo Un.\R() 

Hawkins Huuse, lIawkins 
Strt!t!t. Duhlin 2, Will hdl' alill 
advist: anyunt~. Ilnywhere. till 
mallt:rs relating tn a,lol'tinn. 
IInth Irish and fnreign. without 
dyu"!!J! . 

Te/c!phom!: 01-671 5888 

"'a('simi~': OI...fJiJ 5888·2969 

CI:~iX'1II ® 

:10 South Amw Slret!l, 
I>ulilin 2, PI-II\'itlt! II witle runge 
of st!r\'it:t!s f(,r single nlntlwrs 
allli tlH!ir c!hil,irl!n indudiug 
t!nullsdlillg, arranging unle­
natal aeellmmlldntinn. ante­
nalal anti pUl'Il-nutal metlieul 
eart!. f(lster (!are. adopt inn. 
and assistalJl:t! fnr b';r1s whtl 
kt't:(1 theil' hahie~. Contacl: 
Annt! RonaYlu!, 

Tcdf'plwII,,: 01-677966·1 
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I'ACT® 

("roll'stant Atiopli'llJ SI)cit!t}·) 
15 Hdgraw Roatl. Ralhmilu:s. 
Duhlin 6. Support anti 
Counsdling. 5en·ic:e for Single 
Parents. (Re(:ortls of rurml~r 
Prutestant lItiUlltiull "nt:ietie~ 
lIl'e held h}" PACT), Coutad: 
Hazel [)ouglas. 

Telf~fJhonc.: 01-19i 6iH8 

RGAS ® 

(Rotunda Girls' Aid Sf)dt~ly), 

1A Cath(:dral Street, Duhlin 
I. Work indlilies coulIsdling 
~p.n·ice for !'lingle mothers aH 

well us lI(IUpliun. Cnfllnel: 
Maria Huy"" JOam-5pm, 

1;'wphfmf': UJ-87.1 -1262 

ST 8Ru;m's OIIl'IIAi\",\(;t:@ 

Holy Fuilh Con\"t!nt~ 16 Tht! 
Cuomhe, [)uhlin R (furmerly 
5t Brigid'" Orl'hanuge. 10l1n 
Rom!. Glasnp.\-in). Will be til!­

® us un &uloption ~ndcty 011 

Ihe 1st Fehruary 1997, but 
tracing work will t:unlinlle as 
long us n~l:ded. COl1lal:l: SI' 
B,!nignw:; 9am-2pm. 

1pu.phorte: OI-l.'i·12917. 

01 -15·' U;M·' 



(SI'udary) I:;t Floor. Purk 
lIulIst!. Nurth Cirt:lIlar ROUII 
Duhlin 7. 

Te14~IJh(}ne: UI-RJ8 7122 

ST. 1),\nllC:I\'~ GCII.n ® 

82 HLHldin~'1on Road. Duhlin 4. 
Pruvide a c:nnfidential 
cHullsdling sen'ic~ for moth~rs 
alill farnilil~s. Slwrt alullong­
h~rm (:orl~ IIf I:hildren. indluling 
I.uloption if re(luired COIlI<U:t: 
51' Gohrid Murphy. Anne 
By rIll!. 

'I'f'if'p/Wnf': UI--668 Ji6S 

& OI-66B 1908 

ST. Tllt:llt~l-: AI)fwru)~ S()(]nl' 

Whitdriar Streel. Duhlin H. 
d(~-® hut vl:ry limilell n:eonb 
kept h~' the Adoption Boanl. 

SmITIIEII;\" IIt-::,u.TJI 841 . .\111) 

AI)C) .... m):'\I 51-:11\'10: 

Room 10. Fluor 2, Ahhey(:ourt 
Hllu~e. George's Quay. Curk 
Contact; Annl: ;\1urphy. Seni'lr 
SIH:ial Worker 

1f.lephone: 021-96S.Cj 11 

Cork. dt:-®. hut \'('I'Y limill:d 
rl:,:ortl~ kf:pt I,y the Adoplinn 
8oard. Hawkins Huusl:. 
Hawkins Strt:d. Dul,lin2. 

1Hephorw: UI-"71 5888 

39 

SACHEt) Ih:AHT Annt.,.ltI;\' 
StleIEl· ... ® 

Blac:krm:k. Cork. This Sudet)' 
has the rec:m'cls of Ihe 
following.: 

Sncrf~d Heart Adupliuu 
Suciety. Casllt:,lOlllIrtl. 
Cnullly Westnlt:uth. cle-@ 

Simn Russ Ahhey, Rotl(~r(:u, 
(~mlllty Tipp~rul'y, still ®. 
Conluct: Sr Surto 

lj'[f'phOlw: 021-:f:J77,'W 

& 021-."J:J/8·11 

SI Anne'" Adoplion Suciely. 
® Cork & Buss Falllil~ .. 
Ct!ntre.:H Puul 51 .. Cork 
Diuc:j~.san I)a~ed \"I,lullhlry 
t!hil" care ~nc:iet)". and 
atloption l'oeit:t)", Ctlnlad: 
Unth Murray 

lhle/,horw: 02/-2732/:1 
Ftlf:.~imil(': 021-270932 

SI Mary's t\dOI)tioll Sociely, 
Tralt:e. County Kerry is lu:ing 
ele-®. hut work ennlinues anc! 
rt'cur'd!-l art: kc:pl hy lilt: 
Suulhel'll Ilt'lIlt)1 Buarcl 
(Kerry). 18-20 Dt!lIny Strm:1. 
Trale~. COllnt)· Kerry 9arn­
l.:{0l'm. 2.:\0-5(1111. Cuntae:t: 
Vt:rnnica Care:)" 

lj'iel"wRI': 066-22.'i2·' or 
(main) 066-21:)66 

I.illll~rick (:nlholit: Atlul'lion 
Sodl:ly,® Unit:{ 51. Call1illll~ 
Hospital. Sht'lhlJnrll~ Huut!' 
Linu:rl:ck. 

Telephone: 061-32667i ** 
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SI ':nthf~rine'~ Adoption 
Sudl~I~". @ Clart~t:art', 

IIl1rmun)' Hm,,". Ellnis. CUllnl), 

CJlIrt~, CunIUt:l: ;\lary I.illis, 
Joan O·Kt~dft~. 1\1ichdlt~ 
[)uwlin,; 

'fj·I,,/,lwl/(·: fJ6:;-:!llliR 

Sl K(~\"ill'~ Aduillion Socit~I~". 
® Sunlh Eastern 1-I':3I1h 
HUiml. :{2 The Mull. 
Walt~rfunl. Conlad: 

Putril'k CUIIUI)" 

li'/"1'1101If': O:i/-711:"){"' 

& Kill)" Gn!aney 
Tt,/pphfJllP: U:i8-J:! 199 

Chullenge Adoilliun StH:it~ly 
and euunselling Servil':l: fur 
Singll: and Adul,lh'e Purellt~ 
Willcrfor'" Huml, Kilkt·nny: 
Sllh~lII1U'11 sinee 1.4.,1995. 

und 

51 John'" Alloption 5ueiet)', 
Waterford, 11t~-@. hUI r(:('unl~ 
1'01' hUlh ~llf'ielil'~ an: kl:111 II,.. 
SI K(~\"ill'tI AlloPlion 50del)", 

':L\I\'N" \1/t:~h~1'1I Ht:briunal 
Atlupliun St'rvil:f:. Chilli Clin' 
Unit. Finuht·(· Buillling. 
Mt:I'lin Purk Hospital. 
Galway, ® apl'lietl fill', 

1\(lnptinrr/tnU'ing" Cnulal:t: 
Mary T. Curmlt·y. Annt: 
1\1d.:arthy 

'1i>/f'/l/wnf': (Jf) J -,:jJ 1 J 1 

f'xlf'lIsion: :HI 

SI .l'\'ichola. .. ' Adol)lion 
Society. Calwa)" ,If!'@, 
n'ellrtl~ k"pl hy (LA\\: N 

SI Muru's Aduilliun Sucil~ly. 
@ Pu~lt)ral C'·lIlr,·. Callwdl'l.ll 
"if'w. I .. dll·rk,·uny. Ctulnly 
DUllt·gal. Cnnl:lt'l: Mu)'u 
CUml,lu!1I 

li·lv.phfUlP: 07.J.-21H:jj 

8: Oi·'-22:!IH 

SI AUrudo's Aduillion 
Sucit:l)·. @St Mal·,.-.... Slign 

'/f./f'phonp: 071-1:m~")8 

* Tlwse sfldelit~!:' an' ()p(~ratt:" 
hy slaff III' Ihe Eush:rn III:allh 
Bllanl and SUlllh-Eash:rn 
1,It~ahh Bnllrtll'e~l't"t:li\'l'I)': 

*.010 tlwst. in asso('iutiull wilh 
Ilu: Ineal Ht~alth Bnanll', 

~ll1)f.A~n Ih:'\I:n1 RO,\lw, 
AlJtwrw~ & FII:-n:HI;'IiI; 

55-:11\'10:. 

Artl('11 HOiIl!' Tlllllllllur.:. 
Cn Offilly. 

tuni401T1ily 
li·/t'/JlwlII·: f}S06-1I:WI 

Cunlad: Murit: Enrigltl-Pnnlt·. 
S'~lIinr Sodal ~rflrk"r, 

Lungfurfll\l'eslml!alh 
'/f'/"phonl': IJ/J-I6211 

COlltael: Margarl'l Grnark.· 



Olll.n C\R .. : Anol.,.lujIi & 
FUSn:RING UjlilT ® 

Heginnal Chiltl and Family 
Cenlre. SI Mary"!'; IInspilul. 
Duhlin Huntl, Ilrnght:da. 
CounlY Luuth COlllal:l: Marit! 
Lytu:h. Senior Soeial Workt:r 

Tch'plwlle: (}·'1·.'J2963 

ST CLARE'S AnnPTln;o.; S(J(:t~:n' 

Siamullen. COllnty Mt~alh de­
®. Het~nnls k~pl hy North 
EaSh~rn IIt:ahh Huard 

Telf'phofle: (~"-32963 

j\t(IIITIII-:K."; 11I1-:t.A:<riI) 

C\TIIUt.U; .. • .. UIIU· C\K .. : 

Pastoral Cenlre I (,,4 Bishop 
oS I r·l·f~t. nt~rry. 

'I'dl'l'hrJlle: 08(}1-.'irU-.'l6RS92 

CA1'IIIU,I(: FA~III:'f (:,\lIt; S()(:II-:'f'r' 

511 Ormt'Uu Hoatl. Bt:ifast 
liT 7 :IGS 

rd"pluml': 0801-2:12-691133 

CIII:R(:11 OF Inl-:t.Ailil) Ho,uIU t'un 

S(U:I.U. R":""!I,()jliSIIIII.ITII' (N .1.) 

Incurpuraling Th(~ Church (If 
Irdand SucialuflIl Family 
Wdfan: Associalion (NI) and 
Adoption Sodety. Clllm:h of 
Irc:lund Homl!. 12 Talhot 
Strt:t!I. Bdfast. BTl 2QII 

1("f'phf)m~: OBO 1-2:1:! -2:13885 

41 

In atlfliliun III Ilu:ir utllliltiun 
st:n'ict!. they I)ruvitlt~ a pnst­
adoptioll sen' ice which is open 
In ull willi ha· .. e 1)t~eJl in\"nl\'t~d 

ill atloplion. Cu-urdinatur I 
Suciul Worker: Ion Siaine. 
Parl·lime sm:ial Wurkt~r: Mrs. 
Palrida Gililerl 

nl-:PAHT.\It:jliT (lI-' Ih:,\I,TII & 
SoelAJ. St:H'·IU.."'i, CHU.n CARt: 

UHA:--:en 

Duntlnnl.lld lIuus(~. Uppt~r 
Nt~,,·tu\'fnard~ Ruad. Belfasl 
1124 :ISF 
l'df'/JhollP: UlWI -232-252 (IDO 

llRIT1:-o11 Afa:;o.:n FOil Allol"TlOjIi 
& F(I~n:III:,\(; (IlA.AF) 

Head Offit~I~: Skylint! House, 
200 Ullinn Slrl~p.t. Lundon 
SEI OLY. Englund. Atlnptiun. 
Fnsh~ring. Traeing. 
Puhlication:,. Cuntuct: Gf:uff 
GlIrDt~y. Dc:!'uly Diredur 

1i>lephotlC: OO·"'-171-59.~ :!OO(J 
I-'flr:i;milf': OO·I-J-17J-59."l 2(}OI 



-----,qf{(~jh::+i f\J(Adoptio~_related!gr.oupe~~=;)cr:i:;rrnfimle1\',-' __ 
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Becuuse they pru\'i(ll~ otlll~r 
~er\'ices under different 
hClldillg~ "Ollie uf Ihml(~ 
nome!:O ulul U(lcIrl~~,"e:!1 are 
duplicah~d el~ewhcre in Ihi"," 
)HUlk. 

Tm: AIlUl"TIU;\ BO,\HU 

lIawkim lIull!o~. Duhlin 2. 
Th~ HULlnl )lru\'idf~S 
inrnrmalinn nn all ,"allt'r~ 
r~laling tn hoth hnlllt~ anti 
furl:i/o,'ll a(lu)llion. Tht~re art· 
IItI fl~('s invul\'t·d in aclupliun. 

Tll/ellllOrlt': 01-671 ;,)HIlH 

Ift:'\I.TII RCMRII!'-

EtH:h ~I(:illlh Buanl halO a 
,,(I(:illl w(lrk ~1:I"\'ic'c' ful' Ilt'tlpll: 
li\'inE; within its art:a. Mosl 
hllve CJuulifit·d pl:Uplt: tlt·aling 
"'illa mlnpliun mallf'rs. 
,Jrm'itling infornHilion anti 
c:(l\In!'lt:lling. 51:1: IUf!al 
IdeIJh()lI~ flirt'f:lor)" fir l,hC'JU" 
Ihe ()1:IIIIJ'lmt:nl or IIt'allh 

7'(·/f'I"101/I·: (J/ -(j 71 ., 7 J 1 

1' .... : A nt'l.T A UUPTU: 

A~S()I:I,\TI( 1;\ 

1:/0 Wynn's IInlet. ;{5 Lm"'t~I' 
Ahlwy Slrl'el. Duhlin I. 
Support Gr(Jul'~' IIIUIIIIII)' 

Jllt:ding~: \\lynn's Iluid. 
DuhliJl I, la:,1 Tut:sdays 

i\lolll'I!'s IllItl·l. Morri~uJl'~ 
Islanl!. C(lrk. !<t:c:OIuIMunliuys 

Ml!lrupllll: Huld. Kilkl:uuy. 
hlsl l\1nrulay ... 

AIItWTln: P,\RE;\TS r\SS(It:UTIfI;\ 

nt· III":U.~11 

Naliunwitl~ hpJI" supJlorl :.11111 
informulillll 10 aclupli\'f: 
l'arenlS. utllllllt·tI pl'uple. hirth 
paremt!l. allll any(Jne~ with UTI 

intert'!l1 ill udoJllioll muliers. 
I'ul.lil· RI:latinns Officl:r: 
IIdell S("oll, Alhaill. 
IJi~reettl\l,·n. Dllnl)lJ)·nt~. 

Cuunty i\1t:aLh. 

Tf'/ephtlne: 0}-82.5 20.13 

SeCrt~lurr: Hl'h'n Gilmartin, 
Tnlllrilund. AnnanulI:. Bray. 
Cuunl)' Wic:kln\\o·. 

n,lep"lInl': (HO·,_15J8.1 

AIII)PTI();\ ACTUI." 

1:/11 Anlnn 5wl'e·nt:y. 
AparlllH:nt 3. Ganelnn lIull. 
Luwl:r Gardinl·r 5lrl'l't. 
Duhlin I. Working Gronp on 
Tracing. ClIlltact: Enda 
Lnwrc:y 

Tdf'phone: rJl-HJ6 8067 

\l'RE:'Iit:1I 

(slipport gl'UUP for hirlh 
purt~lIls) (nlllal:l: J IIl1e 
Muntluy-Frielay lO.:{OIlIll-

12301'111 

lHI'IJllmu': (} 1-11).1 J 2M 



n,\It:\.\HI)II·~ AIIIII"TIII:'\ 1\IIHq: 

S .. :R\'ln: 

Chri!'\ldHlI'I'h S(llIal"~. Iluhlill 
8. CUlllal'I~! PUlrit:iu Whilt!. 
Nllrah Gihhllns 

1riPI,hfl/U': OI-13J OJ,i5 

Tuct«lay 2PIll-5pIII und 
Thur!l(loy IOunl-2111U. 

('-""fid"m;,,1 Tf'IephOlIf' Iille: 
01-"54 6:1811 

Pru\,iclt'llll indept·ndt·l1l. 
"llnG,I,'nli"l. infurmnlion. 
<ltl\'i(~1P :nlll ('IIUIl!'I'llillg: 
s"I·\'iet'. 

1',\m::\Th "'" AnuP'n:u 
1(1"1.\:\'-\,'\ f;"",IIRI-:,'\ (PAHC) 

e/u Murial! Connoll\', 
.):-1 Casll.-l.i:IIltl .... Ball~rig-gan. 
County I)lIhlin. 

'li'/f'/Jhmu': 111-/1.#1 1,'110 

Fum:u;=", AI" .... nn:\ ,\(TIII:\ 

(;IIIIU' 

Clo III'II~II Dlllal1 .• "'urlllalf~. 
SI~afil'I,1 Hum!. Killiney. 
Counly Dublin 

'1't-I('I,lIolI/- (('('(,'Ijll!!,~): 01-282 ·1982 

(PI"tIeSllllll ;111,tpliull :'11I~il'ly. 
whil'h al!'lll p .. ",-ities sup)'III'1 
allll':0I11l~l'lIillg for singl,: 
I'an'nl~) 1:1 HI'lgra\'(: HUlul. 
R!llhminl·s. DlIhlin 6 Conlad: 
lIazl'l Ill11lgla~ 

'/i'/I'II/Ifl/ll-: OJ-19i 6ilm 

Tn,,:olH 

F",I,)ralillll uf S,-rvi,·t:!" fur' 
Singlt: Pan:nls antllllt'il' 
Chiltlr"11 :-1(1 Uppt:I' Halhmillt:s 
Hllati. f)lIhlin 6. CClnllu'l: 
l\Iaq;an~1 Droml:)' & MarglJl 
()ohl:rl)' 

''''/f'/,lwru-: O/~If)6 ,lIS.-i 

ACCORII 

Calholie Mllrl'iage COllmj'lIing 
Sl'nil'l' (fCJrnlt~rly Calhlllij~ 
l\ll1rriage AtI\·i!"III')· COlllldl) 
All H:Jllow~. Graf~"I,ark Hoatl. 
DrllllwfllHh·a.l)lIhlill l) 

Prufessiullul S('l'\'i,"'!'> 

indllllin~: marriag" 
1'lIunsdling, f'~rlilil)' 
j"I1I11,:elling, !,"xual 1'1·"lth·IIl,., 
lIlarriagl' IIn'llal'ali"n ""III'~t'''', 
:o,'h" .. I!' l'I·IIgrllllllll'~~. Ihl'IHlgh 
;7 III-andll':O nulioll""i,I.'. 

'IH1'I,hlllu': Ol·8Ji J i.-iJ 

f'tJI'$imile: 01-1137 J207 

Cl-:~TR,\L (:01','\:1:11. ()). (:,\TIIIII.IC 

AllllrTHI:'\ S'I':II-:TlE .... 

Chlliqwr ... un: i\lar~· Lilli~ 
Clarpeul·t'. lIarllltlll), Bow. 
Enlli!" 

1(./ep/lOnp: 06,'i-281 78 

Vil't'-,:hail'l",nctll: Iia O'llril'l) 
I~illll'ri"k Calhillie AII,tlllillll 
Sodety. Ullil:~ SI Cumillus 
11""'pilal. SIlt'lhfJllrnt' Hitilil. 
l..imeri,'k 

1.·!f'phm,f': 06/,.'J266i7 



Secretary: Julie Kt~riD!!, 
Cunamh. 30 Soulh Anne Strt:'et 
Duhlin 2. 

Tele"honr. 01..fJ77 9664-

Purpns~: Tn enahle odoption 
workers to meet ond discuss 
common prohlems; to help 
adoption societit~s lu:hieve high 
standards of '-'ork and to speak 
authoritath'ely in negotiations 
wilh the Adoption Board and 
Ihe depnrtmenls of !llale. 

CUHF-CARI-: 

Incorporating Clare Social 
Servi(:t~ Cuuncil, Hurmuny 
Row~ Ennis. County Clare. 
Conlal:l: !\tary Lilli!! 

Telephonp 065-28178 

Provi(lt~s I'regnnllf:y testing. 
information. counselling:. 
indiyiduul !Support and 
malerilll aid for single parenls. 
Where necessary, 
accommodalion away from 
home can he arranged. Olh(~r 
servict:s mighL also be JlrO\-id(~tl 
by rdcrral to olher Agenci(~s. 
Wht:rt: aduption hus lu~en 
arranged. counselling sen.·ices 
are offered lO both udopti,·c 
and birth parents. 

CURA 

30 Smith Anne 51. Dublin 2 & 
300A Limestone Road. Belfast 
BT 15 :lAR. 

Telephone HuMin: 01-671 0598 
and Bel/cur: 0801-232-742687 

Estahlished by the Irish 
hisholJS as a mean~ (If offering 
inCormlllion, urh'i(:e and 
counsdling 10 any woman. 
married nr single. ,",'ilh an 
unwonlt~d pregnancy. Th~ 
confititmtilll telephone service 
is slaffcil hy people 
experienced in handling 
situaliuns flf Ihig kind and 
works in duse liuilOon with 
other St:rvif:es in the f:ountry. 

Confull'ntial tell'phonp. contacr 
:>crou:cs: 

t1.thlonl'. 0902-7.J272 

l1el/a.~t 0801-2.'12-740900 
Kilkenny O.S6-227]9 

Cork 021-277.:;01-1 
l.R.tterlif"nny 074-23037 
IJerry 050·'-268467 
Umerick 061·318207 
Uublin 01· 671 0.')98 

Sligo 071-436.59 
lJunt/(.II,· Q.l2-37.').1.1 

Trawe 066-27].:;.') 

Ennis 065-29905 
Wurer/orfl 05J-7fH..S2 
Galway 091-.'i62!'.S8 

If'e:cfiml O:j.~-222.')5 

CEl'ITRt:c-\nt: 

Duhlill Dinf:e~an 5fJ1:iul 
Sen'ice Cf=ntre. I Calht:'tlrlll 
Sireet. Duhlin 1. 

Telephone: 01-872 6775/874 .544/ 
f'(lCsimi/c 01-872 700.1. 



A !'tll'iul wurkt~r is a\"ailuhl,~ 
for f:unsuhation un <In\" 
p~r!'onal or sUf~i1l1 prnillt'm 
from 9.:10am In 5.:~Opm 
Montlu)' In Fritll.lY (1"Io~ed fOi' 
lundl 1-2pm) and Sulurdu)' 
lOam 10 5,nn (do~ed for IUllch 
1-2pm) alltl hy uppoinlnwlll. 
Support .ilml cOlln~elling 
iI\'ai.lubl~ frt'l" nf ehargt:. 
Information is iI\·aill.lhle nn 
t~nlillenlt'nls and em n wi,lc: 
ran:.;t· of SC'r\'ic:C's anti heilling 
nSt!n.:i.t! .... Illrouglwultlw Cily, 

Dirt:dnr: Kale Slwt:han: 
SU,I,lIlrt/t:elll 1l)i~lling: 
Ceraltlint' Uyrlw: 
IlIfllrllla I itln/uII,' ie:e/n:fen'u I: 
John Mt·lIl1gh: Cleri,'"1 
offic:t'r: Lurraint: Kt'II)' 
O'CeJllnor. 

J)CIII.I;\ Cm.';\St:I.I,I:'I·f; .\;\,0 

Tm:n,\I'''I' et::\TUt: 

,1-1 llpper Gurtlillt!1' Siret'l. 
Dublin I. 

Prufe ...... iunul St"'\'ict's: 
lJulh·itluul. family ancl 
t:()lIlllt~~. CC,ul1!'Ot'Liing, 
11:'}'I·hnlllt'ruIIY. holcllrollit: 

""llI'k~hops. DiplUlIHl l·tHlrs,' in 
c:t1l1n~clling and 
pSYI,hotlu:rapy. Cerlificah: 
l:nurSt: in t:flunsdling skill!'O. 

'lc/f'I,/10n~: (ll~78 82:16 

S,\cm:n 11E..\IIT II"~I'ITU 

,\:'1'11 limn: 

Hiut:krm:k. C!lrk (fllr ~ingle. 
IlI't:gnulIl prls). Prcl\'illt~ 
Ilwdical curt' ful' IIIlIlher and 
Imhr. lIur~er)' and t'ret:lw. 
(~IHIh~elling anti gllillant~t~ 
fa('ilili,:~. antllW(:unUlltuluLiull 
fur ~ingle pan'lIl fllmilit,!<. 
St:(:,,"cl anti thirtll(:\'cl 
("cluc:ulinn. truillin~ ('our~,:s in 
I.IS:-;nc:illtinll "'jlh FAS allil Cork 
Cil)' VEL jut. creulioll. 

'1·7 

'/',"f'ph(}1II': 021·357 H2:J. 

LIFE 

1)1'('gnulH'~' lit'II,lint:: 
Tl'iPl,hmlf': O]·671}8989 

Urnp in ttl: 29-:iO Damt: Slrc:t'1. 
Dllhlin 27 Grand Paratlt:. 

Lorl.-: 
t;u/u:o)'= 

1.-f"ltl'rkl'''''Y: 
1I('ifflst: 

Ih'r,)': 
N(·/t:r)': 

E""i,\J,'jIJ,'n: 

fJ21·27tJ ."".) 
(1) 1-."(61):f1} 

07·'·27007 

OIWI-2J:!-:!-J9 ·11·' 

0801-50·'·2(,·,7.')1 
OIW 1-69J-6 ?OKI 
OH(JI·3b.'i-'172.~ 

ST A:'I'St:'~ n.w N"t:ItSt:H', 

Slwrmun Cnn .. Jor,1 Slrt·t'l. SI 
.Muri(:·~ (If lilt' h:II·. Cork. 
SI'I'\'(~S ~ingl(' parc'lIls whn wi~h 
Itl reltH'1I Iu w(lrk tlr In 
(,'lIl1lil1lll: tlu'ir sltuiit'::. 

\. 



HGAS 

H,IIUJula Girb: Aitl SUf~iely, 
IA Catheth'al St, Duhlin I 
Wurk i,)('hlll,·~ ,~olln~"lIint; 
!lj'rvit'" for liinglj· Ulllthen; .:I!"i 

\\,,·11 a~ adoplion. IOalll-5)1,1I 

1'f'/C'pJIfIIH': OJ-87·' ·1262 

Aclnpliun J)eparlllH'111. HUUlII 
W. Floor 2, AhlwY'~uurl 
IIfHl~t·. G"nrgl-"!O Quay. CtII·k. 
COnla(~I: Anne Murphy. 
SI!niOI' Sudal Wurker 

'/i,lepholle: (J2 /.9{j:j;,) // 

"'(I(".~imi/l': 02/·631122 

Suent K\~Tt:n:\i Ih:\LTII BO.\IIU 

Communit)' Can' Cenlre. Ailly 
Huatl. Carin ...... Cunta,'l: Ali,:t~ 

Mnnn~. SOf:ial Wnrk(~r 
(Atlnillion) 

1'dephmIP: fI:j()3-3J6 ')J 

11I(:orpnrutillt; SI AIIIU"!, 
A,lol~lilln Sndt~I)'.:H Paul 
Sireei. Cork, Volllniury (:hilt!­
t:III'C SII(!it!ly illnllvl~d in IIIUII)' 

adivilit!s unil prlljl~els Ihal 
prmnult: IIII' wdful'I: of 
dlillh'en ullllth,·ir ralUili(·~. u!' 
wdl us ItI!ing II I'('gi!>llel'l'" 
acluptinll SflI·idy. CUllhWI: 
Huth Murray. St~Jlinr SflI~ial 
Wurker, 

1i·/I'plwIII': 02/-27:12 J:J 
f(/('s;m;/,,: fJ2/·270'):1:! 

l' .O.R'c.A.I'. 

AIHle KUIJ('. Bullilluphllrl. 
Mllltyfarnham. [nunl)' 
\\'f'!Olnwalh tnll·jug. 

1('/"1'/10111': (J-J.I· -; J.'J2:J 

CIUI.1I Co\"t: Allul"I'IO:\ & 
FU~n:RI:"f: U:\IT 

StMary's Huspilal. Duhlin 
Ruml. Dmglu-du. ClllIn1), 
Luuth. Cunlll!'t: Marif' LYIIt:h. 
Seninr Sudal Wurkt~I'-Chil,1 
Pla'~'~lnt'lIl T"IIJ1l 

WE"'HR:" Ih:,\I.TII RO,\RI) 

C.\TCII.\II-:;\T t\Ht:,\ 

SIJ(~iul "'urk SI'I'\'it:t~S in 
Cnllllli(~s Galway. Mnyu 111111 

RIIs"'lmlllllll. 

CUUIII.Y G(/llrfl), tl'wpllOn,.: 

HIJIIi'U!slot, 1Il'l1lrh C,'lIIr" 
090.'i -11-12 73 7111,12 782 

l.olIghrf'1I ileuM, Ct'lIlrp 

OIJ/·/HJ077 

Tuum 1l"IIIrI, CPII/rt' 

(Jf)]·:U.J92 

(;U/II'IJY City 
()IJ/_ 5:!:l12?i52:1115 

CURA: (;IJ//I:u)' City Itms til' BrUf' 

fJ91-:j62:;:jH 

Adnlltiun/trllc'ing: elunn. 
Finttllt;~ Bllil,ling. MI'rlin 
Park Huspilal. Gal~'ay. 
CUllliI(:t: )\fury T. Gurm21!Y. 
Allnt' MeCal·thy 

Tt'/I'/J/wI"': 09/-7;;J 1:11 Ex'. :111 



COIlllt:t" "'a~'IJ IdplJlrorlf': 

Cmlnl)' elini", CuMIf'bur 
(Jf).l·2:!3:1:1 

COl/III)' elin;I'. Hllllilm 

09(,·2151/ 

Comm,,"ity Cun', 
ROM'ommoli Trru'll 

(l911,"1·270H9 

I/(,flhi, Cl'ntrf'. Cmtl"rf!(l 

090i·2U,HB 

1I,,(,lth (.'('ntrp, Hoylp 

Oi9·62H6H 

FII!'TErll:'<i(; REslu'He .. : GRIII'I' 

Ell~lt~rn I-II'alth Bllanl. flal'k 
lIousl:. Nurth Cirt:uhll' RUlll1 
Duhlill i. 

If'lf'pl/fl/w: OI-8:W 7122 

nr du,,:k wilh your Ineal 
III~alth Bnarll ohllnt !ihnrt Ulltl 
lung-term fust~I'ing, 

IIII~II .~U~T":IIC'\II": A~!'iOI:I,\TTfI:'<i 

6() G ru ngl: Wund, 
H",thfllrnhulII. Duhlin 16. 

NOH1'm:lI:\ IH .. :U,:'<iU Am;.\ 
Ih~-\l.T1I ,\:\11 SOI:I,\I. SEII\'II: .. : 

nO,\HII:' 

PrlJ\'icl,· ('ullns,'lIing, 111111 

arrall~t: atluJltinn~. if 
rt:tlnin:tl. Chl·(~k If·II:I,htllll! 
direehlry In fillil addrc~s of 

IIII:al board. 

Pt!Skell Ct:lllrt', 2-211 U'indsUl' 
H01UI. Belfast. BT9 iFQ. 
Mt:eting, .. Ilt'ld firsl TIIt:~dllY, 
I'\',:ry 1IH1l1lh ul Hpm ~hurl" in 
Qucl:n's SlaffC'lmmlll1 RllOlII 
lsi Fluur. SlIppm'l i'll'r\'il't! fOI" 

IUloplet':oO. I,irth I'url:nts. 
utlupti\'c pUI'cnls and unyunt! 
affl!c:tt,,1 hy :ulllJltiun, 
HI:(~lIr'dSl~an Lruc;ing :oOt·I·\'i~·t~ 

'I'(oiepIIIllW: 0801-232-:1823.');J 

em:HI:1I nt' 1111-:1.\:\1) UU.\IW FUll 

SIJ(:IAI. R"::'I·I):,\~IIIII.ITl' (i\' .1.) 

11l'~tJl'Jluralillg Th~ C of I 
Sudal ami Family Wt,lfan' 
Asslll~ialiflll (NI) and AclnpLiulI 
SIJI~it~ly. ChurI'h of II'I·hlntl 
IIClust~. 12 Tallllli Strt't~1. 
Bdflislo BTl 2QI-1. In .Ulllilillll 
III lIU'ir ad"pLion ~wn·j(:I·. Ih" 
!'Iudt:l), pl'I)\'i,II'S a ft:rtility 
elHlII:'I'lIing ~wr\'iet! linked 10 
Th~ Ft!rlilily Clini,: lit Till: 
Huyul rt.tnlt'rnily lIo:"pital. 
Bdfusi. 

'1""pp',ol".: OROI·2,"I2·:!JJH1Fi 

C\TIIUI.IC I-'.\\IIU' CUIE 

PUl"IUI'ai Ct-'nln'. 164 Bishop 
Slrt~ .. t. nl'rr~', 

·If.ll'f'hont': ORO /-:'jO-l·J(jH592 

C.\TIItII.ll: F,\,\III." C\H .. : 

;; II Ol"llll'all BIIUcI, Bdfast 7 

'If'f(~IIIIOI1t': ORO 1-232-6911:1.'1 



EM~I.'\:O;II. St:ll"fU:\U Mol' 

"',\I.E,": 

HIIITISIl l\(;E~f:'f ~'Hn t\IIOI'Tln;\ 

,\:\11 FO:-~f~:IIIM; 

Ht~lId Office: Skylint~ lIull~e, 
200 Union Slrt'el. LUlUI,," SEI 
OLY, Englantl. MAAF uims In 
t~n:,III'e pllhlif: Ilnll prufessiunal 
lIlItlt~r~llllldillg of Ihe is:,Ut~s in 
luiopliull HlHI fnsh:r'ing in 
onh~r In pr()mnll~ Ilu~ Ilt'!'-I 
inll'rt~~IS!lf f!hiJtln:n ~cllUl'al",1 
frfllll I ht'ir hirlh familit~s, 
PII"liealinll!". infurnmliulI, 
adyif!t', Iraining anllo family 
limling: st:ryit, .. ar.' all 
ll\'ailahle, CUIlIU.'.!: G.~nff 
GUI'IWY. Depuly Dirl~.:lnr, 
Shailu SI ... h, Pllhlil'Ulicms 
;\lullllger, 

'/i·!f·plwnI·: OU·J..I-I 'i I-.W.'J 2000 

HIHTIII.li'K (Sc:OTl",\;\u) 

Familyelll'e 
21 Castl., Slrt'I'1. 
Ellillhllr~h EII2 :iDN 
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(:1111.11 Ih::'\u'lT St-:CflfI:'Ii 

Seu:iul ,Vdf:tre Sen'iee's OJ'fie~e:. 
Oliv(~I' Plunkt'll Houe!. 
Le~lterke'nny, Cuunly Deme~glli. 

'/i,I('phfJIw; U}../I7·, 1"'·1-' &: 
07·1-2.'):i66 (HilMi" nlllllln'r i,~ IJIII 

Ihnlllgh 10 "fllII'gu/, tJ.~ It hl('tJ/ 
('(111) 

P"UK'iTI.I:\E 

Carmi(·hat·III()II~I·. Nell'll! 

Brull~y.:il'k Sll·,~d. DII!.lin -;. 
Cnlln~dling nq;nni:,ulillll fill' 
pure!nl::- 1II1d'-I' slrt:'~~. 

1j·lephmll': OJ-R7.'l .'J,')()(J 

Fucsimi/f'; 0/-117:157.'15 

Imsil I·m:-Sellflol. PI",\Y(:Rm:l~ 
A~SIIc.I"nll:OO 

19 11l1l~ Court. Winelll"'I~rll 
Slr,-el. Duhlin H 

N.Hlo:".\I, Om.llm:.,·s 
Ht:.-;cn.'HCt: (:t::\'f1It: 

Burnurllll·s. Chri!'lchunh 
SCluart~. Duhlill H. 

'}i"(~plwllf': 01-15·' 9699 

0l"-n 9.:·W - LUOpIII 
Fn!e~ Puhlit'Ulillll: 'Chllflf:ing 
Iht' I3f'~1 for Yillil' ChileI'. a 
Il[lre~nt's guide .. IIl1r:-:t~ril:s. 

c'hilclmincit:rs. c:n'·c:llI's. 
Bculkli:-:Is lin: Aclo(llillll & 
Fnslt:r'illg, Ben~a \'1-:",1:111. 
Disahility. Family Life:. Fir~t 
EXIU'ri(-nc~es_ 111:allh. KI~(~fJ 
Safl!. c:lt:. 
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Ih:f;I~TR.\R Gt:'''Iit:ltU:!'' Ut-Ht:t: 

JIJ)'I~e IInnst~. K-il Lomharcl 
Stree~1 East. Duhlin 2 

'[('[I'plwlIl': 01 -6 71 1000 
(fiw 1111 f'f'rlijirtlh's) 

TilE I·",'';!''I'URT Ot'Hct: 

nepl of Flln~igll Affail's. 
Sf'lanla Ct:'ntre~. Mol"swnrlb 
StreeL DlIhlin 2, Lllng fllml of 
Birlh C,~rlifiC'.alt~ rf'lluired for 
oil pa~!'I)l)rls. Where' Ihe 
Adupliun Orll(~r ha~ nlll yt~1 
heen grunlell. e:lln~elll is 
usn'llly llf!el~SSllry frllm I,irlh 
mulhel·. if single-. unci f rum 
huth purc~nls, if Iht'y urc~ 
marrif~cl. Tlw III acing IIg"IU:y 
willllUl'lIwlly I'ro"'iclf~ this. 
\\,Ilf'rc~ Ilwre is u purtie:lIlar 
cliffil!uhy, I~udr ('use is jllclgc~d 
un its IIwrits_ 

(;Nlf'rullnjhrl1llllifln, clur /lIU} 

nighll('[('p/l/Jm~: 0/-6(1) 7600 

nllsiness (,lJlI,~ 9,:WlIm-.'i.IS"m 
Munr/lly,Fridur u'/f'pll/J~If': 
0I-6711(i:n 

AcloplillnlllUller" cUlltnt'l: 
P.alril!k SI~ullion 

I)t:PT IIF EVI:,\I.rn' & LA"" 

Rt:t'mnl 

Dun Aimhir~rin. 43-49 Me·,:opil 
BUill!' Duhlin 4. 

'/j./I'l'hutlf·: OJ-Ml7 03·1-1 



1:--,,'OInl,\TJO;\' S,.:CI'IO;\, IlI-:l"T 0,.' 

SfU:!.\I. \1;''':I.nllt: 

l\ra~ Mhie Dhilll'lIIatla. Sllln~ 
Slrt'!'t. Duhlin I 

TeI"pholle: OJ-lJ7·J 8·N4 

N.\TIU:UI. SUC!,\J. SEII\'IC": 

UO.\HIl 

71 I.nwt~r I.t·t'~tJn SII·t'd. 

()ulllin 2. 

Tlw Boar" i~ Iht- t·t'lIll'lIl 
l't'gi~lt:ring hlltly fur Ciliz('ns 
Inftll'lIUllion (:t~nlrt~:O. II 
1'J't,\·itlt~,. ~nllpurl, ll'uining 
:lIul an infurmaliun ,.t!r\·i(~t~ fur 
CIC \'nhll1tt,t~I'S lJlul ulh."I· 

oq;uni",ation:; in\'ul\'t:d in 
di:;st'lIlinating inf •• rmatinn ttl 
tilt' puhlif:. 

"li-It'phone: OJ .(i6J 6·'2:! 
"'fIf·.~itlji!.,: OJ·(i;"(} ,1')011 

U"hlin Ca",tlt~. D"hlin 2. 
E "'Iuirit~.,. "11 ,'utit 1"!lIelll,., 

'!i-/i'/JJwrlf': (J 1·(i71) 2777 

Tm: LI-:taL 1\111 UU.\HU 

51. Sippiit'll',. Grj-j'lI IInll~t", 
Eal'hofnl'l Tt·rrat:t'. !Juhlin 2 

(a,..,.udaliun "f Ollt' parent 
familil':'), 2 Lm~"t'l' Pt-mhrokt: 
SII·t~t-1. Dulliin l. 

,Jl "fUl'dwml'ton Roatl. 
Ilunnylu·uok. Ullhlin (J 
Conlad: TOllY Ff J't,nt:h 

'/i-/f-/lhm!!-: 111-l:iI060;') 

I"I~I'-raeial fl'it:lltI",hip allli 
~lIppnl'l gl'tIIll" mtc'etings nlHI 
lu~w,.It'lh'r,.. 

N'nRCAI~ 

(National Org;lIli~'llitlll fur' IIIC' 

CUllflSdlill1.! of Atlulllet'" IIl1tl 
tlwir Part'IlI!") ha.,. lIlaintaillt!d 
a rt'gislt'l' ~int't' 11)82. 

;{ N,:w lIi~h SII't't-L 
IIt~tlllillglon. Oxfol'tl OX:1 7A.I 

'/'plf'p/lonl': OO-I-I·lll6:i·750S.')·1 

1~'\Ht-::,\T TU I',\IU:'''T 

bi"'UR_\UTIU;\' U;'Io AUfll"THI;\ 

S,.;lmo:s (I·I·IAS) 

Lm"er ButltlinglulI, Da\'t'IIII'Y, 
NnrllraruJllon~hirt·, i'tNII 
(iYI:L England. Informatiull 
and Snpl'm'l in nil an~a~ ur 
atloplinll. indllding 
Atiachlllt'ni Ui .... 'rtlt-:I· PIII·t'III.'; 

Nt'l\mrk. Cuutal:!: Phill)' 
7\11II·rall. Naliullal Cu­
ortlinalur 

l'f'/"llhwlI': IIIJ.I ·'-I:I:!7 -:!(i(!:!!);i 
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I L i~ "'u.-th",·hill~ hu\"ing" I!lok at smue (If Ih~ liglln~s fur .. dup. 

liun. and IIH~SC )ish:«1 heluw lll"t~ frum tilt: 1993 Aduption Bunni 

R':pnrt. 

529 
Apl'li(!alioll!4 for 'lIlupliull nrrit"rs in 191Xt 

267 
Applieatiuns fUl' c:hihlnon within theil' natural family 

(50.5% flf applil:atinlls receinll) 

229 
Appli,:uliol1s fur dlildr~11 placl!tI ily the rt:gistcl"!:,1 adoptinn 

sodl:lit'S unci health huartls. 

500 
.\dul'liun urdr:,"s moult: Hf whid. family udul'liuns 

m!l:uulllf"tl for 222 ortl,"rs. of whieh 

205 
Orti,"rs wt'rI: made in fU\'uur of Ihe t:hilcl"s birth mnlllt'r 

and 111:'- hllShulul. * 

8 
Ortlers were mUlIt· 1I11t1t:r lhe krill:' of the Atiupliull Act. 1988 

fullo\'\-'illg tht: gl'unling uf allliwrisl:d nrders uncler S,'(!lil)n;' of 

thai Act by the High Cnurl. 

10 

5illl'l: 1111: AduJlliun Ad, 19;:)2 I~nlll~ inlo operaliun un lsi Junuury 

19:;:~. unlil :Hsi Decemher 199;~. Ihl:n~ w(:n: a total of :18.857 

utlnplioll urtler~. 



* III 199:1 4"1 t""k of the adoption unlcnI made by the Huonl reluted 

10 al)Jllicaliull~ where the birth mol her W8..'i adolJting wilh her 

IIII!!halid. '" * 

As ritaled in the Adoption Hoar.1 Report: Birth motlu~MI (~ontinue 

to ~~XI.re8!! their dissatisfaction ot the inadequacy in the existing 

law ,,'hich makes no r;IJecil'ic pro'"i~ion for sud. odul.tiulI!'.! and 

doe!'! 1101 reneet the reulil)' of their conlimlt~d pllrenllll 

relulioll!'!hip. TIle Boar.l considers.il desirable Ihat th~~ origillal 

pnrtmlul rclnliollship be recugnised. This cannol be done under 

Iht~ prH,"isiolls of the Adoption Acl 1952 10 1991 and the Board 

","ould wdcome n change in the low. 

**See bookiist: stepchildren (Inti mioption published by BAAF. 

a{/L'anl(Jgl~s {md disadllantClge.~ of stf!p-parenl mioptiotl" 

AIIUJ'1"IU,," Af;r, 1991: SiIlCI: tll(: inlrmludion uf tilt: Ad un ;{Olh 

May. 1(9) In;~ I sl Det~e.IIlIIl~r. 191);~. u tolal of 422 fol"t~ign lltlnplinmi 

hn\'t: IIt:tm rI~(~ugni:,etl anti t:nh~n~d in the Regisler uf Fureign 

Adl)IJliul1s" 
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51.:"\1"\1"\11'1' II." Inlsl! L.:(;ISI.'\TUI~ Ht:U:\",\:\1' TI) AUI)PTII)" 

CIIII.UlIf":~ Ac"'"r, 1905 (Child C:m') 

Annl'TIII"' ,\I:T, I {J52" Ahhungh <ltlul'liull had hl~en I'r.wli,wd in 

Irt·hulll :oilU"I' lillu- inmlt~mHril.ll. Ihi:o wus Ihe fi,'si Atluplion Ael. 

Tht~ Adul'liun Bnartl wa~ ":t'l L111 IIIHII~r'lhis Ad. and t'1II11U","erecilu 

rnakt~ .ulllillitlli unlt'r~" Thi:o At:. pru\"idt'd fur the It'rminaliclII uf a 

c:hiltrs I.'gal I"t~ll.llinll:ohip wilh his/lwr natural mnlht'I' (II' ullll!r 

guanlian alltlillt' t~l"I~ation uf a Ilt!W legal par'l!lIt/ehillll'l'llIliunshil' 

wilh hisllu'r lHlulllin pan'nls" II I'I"CJ\"itlt-d fur IIII~ Udlll'liulI uf 

c:hiltln'n whll WI~rl' urJlhans III" illt'~rilill1ale and Ildim'clll"I:"t! dibrilile 

In atillpi as a marrit,d enupl .. li\"ing Ingt~lh .. r; a widow: lilt' mnllwr, 

nahll'al fUllwr anll ':t-rlain rdulin!s of tht' t:hild. 

AunrTIO:,,\" ACT. 196,1- widt!lH:cI thl' st~ul'e IIf 1.1 lIulllllt~r nf the 

III"U\"isiolls IIf lilt' Ad"l'liun J\et, 19:;2" II Ilro\"itied fOl' Ilw Htluplitm 

of a legilimult:cI t:hilcl ancl va"it,d tilt' ngl! limib fcu" t'ligihll' I"Ililclr"'!1 

anti fnr 1','osl,,'c'li\"t: adoplers: c'Xt'lIIpll'd pl<lt:"lIIl'nls fIJr act-Jillion 

frmn health lIlIllwrilY :o;upt'n"i!"lnn; I'xh'mlt:tl Ihl! Buarer" I'uwt'rs 

in rdaliClII In inlt~rilll (lrtlt~rs unci ul!"o Ilru\"itied fur relaxalitJlIl" in 

Iht~ eilizt:nshiJll.lud re~id':nc:y eltllllifit:uliun:o;, 

Gt:,\HIIIA:'<i~IIII' lit" I:W,\.'\"T:o" ACT, 19(,·1, (Child Carc) 

AUIWTltI;\ t\I~I'. 197-1-" Ullllt'r See:liulI:~ uf Ihis Ad Ilu~ Iligh CUllrl i!" 

t:lIllltJWt~rl:11. nil Ihl! uPI.lic:aliulI Ity II persun !'t't·king all <ulnpliull 

order,ln alllhfll'isl~ tht· Atloplinn Buard tn clispell!"e will, tlll: c"nn"t~nl 

nf Ihe nWllu:r wht'rl: il i~ ~ati~fi.~tl thut it is in Iht! Ilt'sl illll-rt'sls of 

III" ehild In tin Sll" This AC:I"ml)h;asi:"t~tl that in <III mallc'rs c"mu""'-lling 

Illt~ IIIl.1kill~ flf UII atlUllLinn unit',", Iht' Bual'll. nr a f:UII!"1. l'IlwuIcI 

regard 1111' w,dfan: uf Iht' c"hilcl U!'i the firsl ancl 11<1I'ulllllllnl 

f:f1I1Sidt:r'uliun" It also lIlall., n 1I11111111'r IIf ulhel" nmt'llIlmt'lIl" 

inc:lncling 1111' eXIf'nsinn in snllU: instaflC"es nf Ilw right III atl"pl In 

""icln ..... t~rs. alltl ullowl'(l atlnl'tiull url!t'I's tu Ill' made in 1711"1:,, wllel'e 

tilt: dlild. lilt' atln(lliv,~ partmts allil 111t~ persun placing tilt: t:hilcl 

Wt'rt' tlf difft:,"t!1I1 religiun .... prtJ\"id"tl lhal tht: 1":r~Cln plat"jug lilt: 

l:hiJ.l gm"t: c:nflSt'nl. 
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AUIII"TIt);\' ACT. 1976 l,rovillt'lllhal a IIt'r:-;11II wlu)!'I' I't)n~"nl I,) 

adol'liulI wa~ n~t71!~~nry. hail I hI! righl to lit' h"artl till lilt' 

al'l'li'7alinn: had In hI' infnrlllt'lllwfnrl' gi\'in!! 1"011:-;"111 tlf lilt' J'ighl 

In ",·itlulrl.lw Ihat 17onSr'III lip In IIH' IIwkillg "f till! utlnl'linn "rlh·r. 

and tn ht~ infnrllu~d nf Ihl' dUll" nil whidl thl" nrd'!I' ,,'a!' ma,II·. Thb 

Aell'ro,.-itlt!(1 fur tht' \'alitlatinn of all ud"I,lillll nr,lt·r .... mad"l'rinr 

tn ib enactment ill~nflJr a~ lh~~' mighl III" ill\'ulitl fOl' tilt- rl·a .... llI1 

thai the Atlnplinn Hnanl had 11,,1 fuifilll~el il .... ~talllillry nl,ligalinn 

tn lit' sati~fi(·d that the- mntlu~r ""tI('ntum) till' 1I11tlll',- alld (-ff'!I'( 

nf ~.j,\·ing '~nn~t!1l1 to adlliltinll. nr Ilt'r right In wilhelr'a"""I:nn~':1l11l1' 

In tht' making "f th,- nrdt·r. II al!ill IJI·I)\·itlt·" thai tllinplinn Uf'II,'r!i 

!ihnuld nol lit! dt!c1art-d im'ulitl if !illch II tlt-durutiull wa .... 11111 in 1111: 

11I!:'1 illiert!Sb nf lilt: dlil!! etlIl17t!rJlI!d, 

51:\TII A.m:;\Um::\T tit' Tilt: CU;\:-OTIlTTIO:r. (AUUI'TIU;\) At:T. 1979 

t'nahl/:ti Ull amt"Il,lnwnl In lilt' Cmblilillinn In 1"1!IIIC1\"- "f)lIhl.~ al"JUI 

I he p()\''''~r of the A,lnplinll Buul'd In nmkl' ad"lltiuli nnlt·r ..... Arlidt· 

:{i.2 wa:, atldl:d tu RIIIII'pad,t IHI "Eil·t~allll. 

No adoption of l/ persoll tai.-ing f'ffi!CI or p.xpre .... ~f!d to lui .... 'ilf>ct 
(It fill)' time after tlw l'oming irllo 01Jf'rtllion (if thi ... C/m,~lituti()1I 

under 10U)$ enacted I,), the Oircud"U$ llmlllCing tll! lItloplion 

pUr$llUntto till order "!lull' or tin lJllt'wrj,~llti()1I gil'elll,y lIlI)' silch 

Iwrso/l or Iwdy of Iwnml,~ df'.~;grulfed by those Iff w.~ to eXf'rcis(! 

.~lIchJ"nclion$ llml,wwf'r,,. WfI.'l or .'iili,lIlli! jlll'fflhll,y rt!WUUI only 

oflhe fi,etlhal ,~uc" pC'r.wn or body ofpC'rslJlI ... In'.~ not (J judge or 

II court appointed or eSlllMisllf'd iU SIIC" IIm/f'r ," i ... COIiSlitUlioll. 

JI'~TtCt: (TR.\:-.:~n:1I ut·IIt:I'.\UDIt::-':T.\1. .\InIl:--b-rtt,\TIU;\ .\,'11 m,"IiI!"Tt:IU,U. 

t'I';\Cll0;\~) Onm:n. 1982 

ST,\T1'S ~)t' eIllU,"t::-- AC:T. 1987 am"IICI,·" Ilw law 1"I·lating In 

It·gilimac:y, guardial1~hil" IJlainlt'naTII71' i11111 :-;1I1't:I·S~illll, ulIll 

III'O\'i,!t:d fur ,Ir.daralillll"; tiC pal'l'lIlagl' <.11111 fur II,,· liSt: IIf biotIC I 

It:~b ill (It!termillin~ pal"l:ntagt-. (Chilcl Cun-) 

51) 



AUUrTIu:o-' (Nu:2) A(:T 1988 exlelulf'd Ihe ealegories of children 

digihle for aduplion 10 im:illlie children IIf marriage and foundlings. 

Under thelt:rms ofthi~ Acl. Ihe Board may make an adoption nnlt:r 

nn the grunting of an authorising orller hy the High Court under 

Section 3, 

CUII.II C\Rt: An, 1991 will affeel IIIl1st aspecls nf (~hild care. 

Se\'f'nteen se(:lions nf thi!!- Act hU\'e heen implemented to date. 

Annther furty-four se(~tions will he implemenlt~(1 on the lSI Octoiler. 

1995 and an LHitlitional.£IOm ~ill he mad(~ availuhle for lhi:, purpose. 

hringing lilt: Intol in\'I:sh:d in the childearc services since 199:~ In 

£30m.(Child CUrt:) 

AllOPTIU:"i Af:T, 1991 pro\'j(le8 for the recognitIOn of foreign 

acluptiuns ami for tl1t~ making of declarations of eligihility and 

!lUiloililily in I·m;per.t uf r.()lIple~ wj~hing to atlopt ahroad. II also 

eXlr.llde(ltl1t~ (:ulegnrie!l of I.ersuns diboil,le to adopt 10 inr.ludl~ singlt~ 

and separutml I)(~r~(lns wht~rt: in the pllrti(~lIlar dreumsllln<:es uf 

Iht, I:Utll~ il is dt:!lirahl,', 

AI)OI"1'I\'I-; LEA"E Acr, 1995 granh~" Ih,: optiun of adopti .... e lea"'t~ 10 

adnpli,,'c: nwtherl'l allil snle adopling falhers. (Employment 

L(:~,.islulion) 

It ~'ill be nnle,1 thol there ure now jolix AdoPlion Acts in Irish 

Icgi!llulion, lIIuking Ihe legul lto~ilion complex und obscure. A 

111:\0\>' Adopliull At:l, al.,.rol,riule 10 lIIodern circumstonces aUfI 

rt:IM:nling the existing Aeltl, is long O\·cr,lue. 
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AonPTlvt: tun: Aef 

Explanatory leaflet issued hy 
The Department of Equality 
and Law Reform. Dun 
Aimhirgin. 43-49 Mm.pil 
Road, Duhlin 4 

TewplaolW- 01-667 0.144 Facsimile 

01..(j67 0.16617 

Summary - but see leaflet for 
fuUer details: An adopting 
mother or a sole male adopter 
who is in employment is 
entitled to a "minimum of 10 
consecutive weeks of ndopti\'e 
leave from work heginning on 
the (lay of placement of the 
child, and uplo 4 '~leek8 
IHlditional u(Joptive leu\·e. The 
IO-week period of adopth'e 
leoH! will allraet a social 
welfare benefit in the majority 
of (:ases. 

A CEKE-~lONY OF TIIANKSGI\·ING 

FOR AN AIH)PTED CIIILD 

Verilas Bonk ue Blessing!! 
(R.C.)" 

and 

A SF.R\lCE fit' Bu:ssl:'IiG VI'n:\" 

11IE ADOPTIO!li OF A CIIII.n 

(Protestant}*'" 

This is a ceremony for either 
church or house. where the 
adopted child is formally 
recei,"ed into the (:nmmuniIY 
inln which he or she has heen 
adopted. If the child has 
already been baptised. he or 
she is given lhe new names, 

62 

and gudparents are nominated 
in much the sume ways as al a 
christening. This ceremony 
would he performe(l afler the 
adol,lion order hus heen 
made. and the age of the (:hihl 
is nol significant. II can he a 
'-ery unifying experienc~ ror 
lhe ramil), and extended 
familYl and Of! il is entered in 
the parish register. il is 
registering his/her part of that 
community. 

*Firsl published by Irish 
ImililUle of Pastoral Liturgy, 
CoUege Street, Carlow 0503 
42942 

**A copy is usually selll out by 
PACT after the adoption 
order has been made. 

Alii" OljTLI~E nF ADOPTIO~ 1.A\1i. 

A~D PROCEDURE 

Obtained from the A(loption 
Bonrd. Dublin 2 

EVER'ITlU:'<C You N F.t:D TO 

Kl'Iiow AnOlIT ArioP'flos 

J\I.Jones. Sheldon Press. 
London 1987 

YOURS BY CIIOIO: 

J. Rowe. Tavisl(Jck Ruutledg(~ 
Kegan 1992. Enrlier edilions 
more releYllnt to Irillh 
Adoption. 



AUoPTln;o.:: TilE I~SlJ)t: STun'lI 

J Amlin. Barn 0",,1 Bunk5 
198:; 

MOTlIER~ & TIIt:m AOnPTED 

CIIILDRt:l", Tilt: on:"iIll:"iG 

I'Rfl(;E.';S 

Smith & Sherwen. 
Tiresius Press. 

TIIU:Kt:n TIIA:'" W ,\Tt:H'1 
AIII'PT!!'="': LU'IAI.Tlt:S. PlTt'AU..s 

A:"iLl Jm'~ 

Alice Ueim. 
Seeker &: Warhurg 

FA.UlI.'· Uf':"ins: AlJfU'TU':'\" 

I:'" Pt:RI1 

Elizalll~th Bartholl!l. 
Houghton Mifflin USA 1994 

LO\'IM; OTlIt:R Pt:uPU:'''i 

CIIILU8t::"', Gl!lllt: t'UI( 

!'iTEP-PARt::o-"TS 

0, Fnwlt~r. Vermilion. 
London 1992 

1\h:'OE, YfH:RS UR Ol:ns? STl.:Ul· 
OF Sn:p-PARt:NT AIlOPTIfI;\ 

J. Ma~son HM StatimlCl')" 

Offi"" UK 

AnuMINf; Tilt: OI.IIt:n ':1I1I.n 

Clutuiia J(~welt, lIan'unl 
Common Press 1978 Mass .. 
USA 

MAKI:"if; St::"i~": OF AUUPTIU;\, A 

I'ARF~'TS t;(:fI)E 

Lois Melina. HuqJt"r &: AU\\-'f! 
NY 1986 

HAISI:\G AI)flrTEn ClIIl.lmt::"i, 

.'lfAJ'WAI. t'nll .\1101"1"1\'1': PAHt:NTS 

Lois J\.1t·lillll. l1arper &: Ruwe 
1986 

PAHF.:ooiTl:\f~ YOliR AI'I'I'Tt:11 

CIIIW 

Stephani.· Sit'gel 
Making Lif .. Slor)" Huuks. 
Ryan &: Wnlhr Bl\AF 198;) 

I:ooiTER-I:III!:O-l"U,' ADtlPTIfl:"i. 

I'RACfle;,\!, 10:.' .. 1':81£'"0:.. .. 
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M&H Humphrey. RUUllt~dge. 
London 199:{ 

Ii'iTt:H-CfIIJ,'liTln- AUI'f"TIII~. 

~tl:I.TI~ATH);\AI. pF.~Pt:eTln: 

Aistein &: Simon. Prllt~gt'r 
1991 

TllntsOA"'~ «:1I1I.n, Tilt: 

RmU.i'iIAl' AIIClPTIf)~ ~"'UH" 

Adrienne Cullen. 
Kildunore Pre!i!i. Duhlin 

Mark & Elaine Murl'hy.l\1&:E 
Puhlit:aliulI!i. CarrigalilH" 
Counly «:ork 1992 



SF..\HUI: 1I,\;\1)811I1K 1"011 

,\nOpn:t~ ,\;\'1) mllnl ",Utt:;\!S 

.Janl! A~kill. Oryx Pn~ss 1992 

:\1I:;SI;\I; LI:""KS 

Vincenl J HI~gJey, ClaywmlJI! 
Prl~ss. USA 1990 

Il,u ... ,\ )'III,un;\' WII.m:;\ • 
.\IOTII.:n~ Willi loOSE TUEll{ 

CIIII.()lIt:j\; II ... ,\UOPTIIiS 

Ila\'id lIuwl~. Phillicla 
Sa~'hrill:;,!. Diana lIinings. 
Penglli n 1992 
ISBN 014111.';<11:;9 

P,-\"TI;\(; WITII ,\ CIIII.n .'un 
AnOI.,'IOS, TilE '\WTIIEII'~ 

I'ERsr.:cnVF. 

PUlri(:iu BUllchil:r. L\'clia 
Laml14:rt anll John Tri:-l'iioli!'. 
BAAF 1991 
ISB~ () t)f):15:H 99 I 

NEU' 1~,\Ht::\'TI" HIR 01.m:1I 

(1II1.nK.:''' 

ReSt"urc'h ~llIdy inlll prnhlem!'. 
issUt:s and ImleCJmes arllun(1 
the <utlll.linn uf olclt'r e:hiltlrt:n 
hy new families. Alan 
Rushlllll. Jndy Tre!'t~dt~r, 
Daviel Quinlnll. BA1\!-' 19M8 
ISH:\' n 9035:H 79 7 

01'.:'''1;\1; ;'<it:", nnUM:, t'I:\III:""1: 

... UIlLlt;..'" "011 m.I)t:" .\;\11 

IIIS,\HI.t:11 CIlium.:" 

Kay Dunit'Y IMAF 19H I 

,\I)UJ"l'En Aun.Ts! 1':\",\1.1,',\1'11';0.­

'w TIIEIR 1It:L\Tln:-.i!'iIllI~ \\'ITII 

TIIEIK .~\mLlt:~ 

p, Hudkins, Nureap 'K7 

LO~T & 1-'01:;\11: TIlE. '\UOI'TIII;\ 

t:'XPERJt:;\c:t: 

Bell)' Jmlll Lifton. Dial Prt!SS 
N, y, 1979 

SII,\n.:11 E:\I't:III",,"c:t:.~ 

NORCr\P 19H6 

St:AII(;III:'o"(: .'0" FA.\III.l" 

(:n:\';\t:I:TIC):'Ii:'i 

NORCAP 19KK 

[XPL-\I:'IiI:'o"(; AlJflYllII:\' TO '1ml;R 

AUIIJ"l'.:!) tUIlJI 

Cnillj~ fur IIdupli\,t~ I'UI'I!IIIS 
16+y~ars. I)nu: Cllt~lInds 
B,\J\I" ISBL\'0903534711 

ANlrr's nlf; f.)t:t:.qW:-.i 

Questions ltlltl anSWj'rtl 9-11 
y~ars Curnl)'n Nysll'nm. Linn 
1'lIhlislliug 
ISBN 074591:!j()2 



Three chilllrl~n in lIw!iamt' 
fn1lkl'IHlIIW must leal'l1 In hl~ 
tull'rant of I~arh ulht!r. BI~I!"y 
Byar!i. Puffin 1980.9-11 yt',ln; 
ISBN 0140311211 

ST1-:n: IS Allol'T1-]' 

Explain!i lu:i year ulll Sle\"t~. 
..... hn i!i culuured. why he is a 
Ilifft'rf"nt I:uluur In hi!' 
adllpli\'t! family. 4-7 years 
Nigt'l Sl1t,lI. lIamit'lh Hamihnll 
ISB;"Ii024111:i116 

LOST CIIII.IUII·:1\" 

Atlupted chil(lrell I'earching 
fur their lIIuthers. Polly 
Tnynhct:. Hutchinson 19M;; 

Trisdiutis. Routledge &- Kt:gan 
Jnhn Paul 19i.'J 

7-9 years. hnmuruu!i. Carul,: 
Li\·ingstull. Angu:, l.1(,' 

HullI:I'lstlll 1978 

Sn;l' F,\\lII,U;S TAI,KIM; ,'(";'\iTS 

1'118 UlSj:I~SSIO~ 

i-9 ,.eal·s. Allgdu Grllmit·11. 
Glu1H:esh:r Pn:ss 1990 

110\\' IT Ft:E,-,,; TO IU: Auol'Tt:u 

Inlen'it:ws9-11 yt·ars.II-16 
yl:ars .Jill Kremint1.. Gullllnez 
1991 

PRF.P,\RI~(; FOIl Rt:I';\,IU:"'. 

Pt:RSO:"',\1. ,\(:0 U~;'oiT!i 

Tht! Chiltlrl~II'!i Sueil:ly 199'~ 
IIAAF 

Un: Ih't; R,\II\' 

Tlu: ehihlrf'1l 1111: crs It·fl 
iu:hilltl, HIOIlI11:oIILlry. Llllltinn 
1991 

SF.,\Rf:1I & RITMO;\ I:'" TilE 

AuuP'rlU:"I- TRI,\M:U: 

Eilf'I~1l Farrelly Conwll)'. 
Of'ca~ional Papt~r ;{, !\nlilahlt' 
fOl,t!i rrom tllt~ Dt!partnll'nl ur 
Sm'iul S11I(1ie~, Duhlin 2 

AIlfWTlO:'" 1;\ 1'111-: 9(f~ Im::";TlH 

,\;\U OI'1-:.'''~S 

(vitlt!u ullin) Murray Ryhnrn. 
L,~aningtun Prl!"" '92 

AllnJ'TIO:'" L\~' & PU,\Cl'IO: 

O'Halloran KI·lly, 
UUIIt!r ..... nrlh Duillin Irduml 
1992 

1',\,\111,"1" L.\\\' I~ Ttli-: RI-:I'I:IJI.lC nt' 

InEL\;'\iU 

Alun Shallel' 
WulOluund I'rr:ss 



Tilt: AII~)PTIII:'\I TRI.\:'\Im,t-: 

TlIgl~lIIlahl. Blnomshury 1992 

Li"ing with II lit:\\: Ct·lwralinli. 
Paul J\n"rl~"'s 5.J,. Gill & 
l\I[H~miIlBn 1994. 
ISBNU71i121:iKO 

NI)\'EI$ \\TTlI AUOPTII):'\I Tm:uE: 

Tnt-: 8,\17U: t-'OK CIIIUSTAREI, 

~largarct Fnstpr, 
WintillS UK 1992 

Wnt-:nt-: AnE Tm: S~()ws? 

Maggil: Gel:. IleinemulIl1. 
UK 1992 

WI!o't: CIIIWHt-::" 

Angdu Carh:r. Challn '-~ 
Winilus. 1992 

FI:"'o ,\ STRA:'IICa:R, 

SA'I GUUUR'iE 

Lois Lowry. Grunadu 
Papl~rhuf~ks 

A;Ii A \HnH 81(: Ann::'IITt:Ht: 

Beryl Bainllritlge, Duekwnrlh 
UK 1992 
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Tm: OTlIt':1l ~IOTlIt-:R 

St-Ih l\Iorgoli.:<. III'<lcllilll:, 
1..f1ndon 199:i 

.'I,IUIU Rt-:I..\TIH 

Carolyn 1IIIIIgulI.lleudliIH·, 
London 199:i 

Sume of lht-sf: Imllks may Iw 
0111 nf prillt, bUI Ulay still be 
u\'uilahle Ihrnugh lihrarit's, 

EaslIll!>, IIclllges Figgis. Fn'tl 
Ilanna. Vt'l·itas. WUI~rstol1t's. 
Dublin Bonksh,,!, anfl Brll)' 
Bnukshop. Bu"kstnjl, all hun: 
lurg!: s~clions on family 
muttt'rs. 

Brillsh ,\gl'TWil:S fur Adopl iUTl 

anll Fnstt'ring (UAAF) hun 11 

hugl: rangl' of rw\\'sletlel"!'I. 
juur·unls. anti hnuklets - most 
of the lalft-'r f:o~1 75p each plll~ 
siampe(i udtiresst~tllm\"dnlll:. 
ancl co\'t~r ~1I('h suhjm~Ls a~: 
Alloplion - ~flme (IU,,~tiun~ 

an~\\:f:recl. If you Qr(~ 
uliople(l. S"~I)Childrl:1I arul 
mlnplion. Single, prt:gnunl. 
Inh~rcountr:r ntlol,lion- Ihi, 
f:nsls £1, Talking nllOul 
origin!!-. FO!lt~r ~arl~ - soml­
(IUeSlinns ull!O",·ert·cl. (:hild 
frulII Ihe pOl'll. infnrrnatiull 
fnr' I'arenl~ \I.'hn JlIUj'efl a (·hilll 
fnr uclupliull )'!~ar:; agu in 
Engluncl ancl Walt·s. If your 
child is heing adolltel) -
informatinn fur hirt" part:nls. 
Tlu!)' prnclm7t: an eXf:dlenl. 



cumpn'ht"lIsin' f:lliaingut'! nf 
hunk!>, IlI"riudieul~, training 
lIIalt~rials aTltIII'anl:b un sudal 
wtll'k ..... ilh ("hiltlr'l~n nnd 
familil's. 

HAAF. Skylillt: IIUll!'e. 
200 Uninn Sln'I:I. 
Lnlulun SEI OLX. 

l(.1f'/,hOlIl': (J(J-J..I 171 ;;93 :WOU 

lwtwI'I-n 'J.:iOallI and Ipm anti 
2-;)Jlm. usk fur Pnhli(~ulion~ 
Snlt·s. 'Illuling At·I-~sl\ris:l. cle. 

Bookstall S(~nices. 
86 Ahlll:)" SIr·I:I:1. IlI:)""Y. 
DE:l3S() Engllll1ll 

11>1"1,110111-: mH·1 JJ2 :Ui80J9 

PfJl~.~imil(': :168079 

Stl)('k a ",i,II: \'aril'lY of houk~ 
on mlflpliurl 111111 nffl'r u I'u:-ilul 
~,lt'nil:t- und ael'I'pl dlt'qll~!o. 
Visa. ('If~. 
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W 
r. woul.1 like tu emphasise the positi\"{~ llSI'I!ct.S of adop 
-tion from the puint-of-view of :Hloplh:e parl!nls! These 

children have cnri(:hed our li .. ,cs in e\'cry ",,·ay. hrinbring 

with tl)(~m their nlllititucle Hf talents and 10\'1:. II is IrUt: lu say - (IS 

would any loving parent - thai WI: would tlefcnd them. and their 

rights, wilh our Ii .. ,cs! 

To AN ADOPTED CIIILD 

Not hone of my hone 

Not nesh of my flesh 

But miraculously my own -

You didn't grow under my heart 

- Uul in il! 




