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FOREWORD 

This report represents the work of the Health Inspectorate in the 

City of Dublin for the year 1981. 

The work of the health inspector spans both the Eastern Health 

Board and Corporation of Dublin services. It has been considered more 

appropriate and more efficient, so far at any rate, to maintain the 

integrity of the Inspectorate, providing a service for the'health 

authority and local authority rather than having two separate Inspectorates .• 

While this has proved to be the most pragmatic organisation of services, 

it does put pressure on the Inspectorate in ordering priorities. It is 

not always easy to convince one section that another has a prior claim. 

However, there is no great difficulty in dealing with the volume of work 

once adequate staffing can be maintained. 

The Health Inspectorate has a work reporting relationship with the 

Health Board and three separate sections of Dublin Corporation i.e., 

HOUSING, PLANNING and COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT. 

The City ii divided into 30 districts and the District Health Ins~ector 

provides a general control at this level. Because of the complexity of much 

of the work, specialist back-up services are also provided in areas such 

as food sampling, hygiene education,. sea and airport control, pest control, 

atmospheric pollution and noise control as well as plans evaluation. 

The maintenance of an adequate establishment of health inspectors in 

the City has been a problem for many years. The concentration of work 

and the nature of some of it cannot compare with the open spaces of rural 

Ireland. Yet from experience, Dublin is expected to be the shop window 

of the service as well as taking a large influx of students especially 

during the Winter in-service training period. 

However, working conditions in the City have improved during the 

year. The provision of car parking facilities'and commuter tickets have 

been appreciated. Nevertheless, judging from the number of applications 

received for transfers to rural areas of the Eastern Health Board, one has 

to conclude that Dublin City is still the poor relation of the adjoining 

countryside. 

I.. ••• ' 
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In June, there were newly qualified health inspectors on the market 

and.we were able to engage a full staff which by the end of the year 

included 13 temporary postings. The turnover of these caused its own 

problems as some spread out after gaining a little experience. 

The work demand was similar to that of previous years. A special survey 

of living quarters in Army Barracks was requested by the City Council. As 

the barracks are State property, special permission had to be sought from 

the Departmnt of Defence for the survey. This was readily granted. 

The effort to promote and maintain high standards of hygiene con

tinued. The response from industry was good and encouraging and co-

9peration was advanced with bodies such as CERT. and AnCo. in the 

promotion of hygiene education and training. Continuous effort, however, 
I 

is required to influence public attitudes towards hygiene. I consider 

this to be a vital matter because public demand is perhaps the best and 

most lasting control of all. 

The Food & Drugs Control Sub-Committee completed its examination 

of the Sale of Food & Drugs Acts and prepared a draft report for the main 

.Committee. It recommends the introduction of a new Act to be called the 

Sale of Food Act to replace the present legislation. A .submission has been 

made to the Department of Health. 

Better liaison among the various interests in Housing was estabLished 

at the end of the year by the bringing together of representatives from 

Departments involved in housing services within the Dublin Corporation. 

This is a very welcome development and thanks are due to our Asst. City 

Manager for his initiative in the matter. If the arrangement works as 

effectively as the Co-ordinating Committee on·the problems of the Travelling 

People, its success is assured. 

The Health Inspectorate continued in its co-operation with the 

Vocational Education Committee in the practical training of student health 

inspectors. This system has been in operation for many years and the 

majority of health inspectors are now giving back to present day students 

the help and effort which they received in their own college days. The 

Inspectorate co-operated with a request from doctors in the Community Care 

Programme of the Eastern Health Board by way of providing' practical 
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training in environmental health work. 'Two qualified health inspectors 

f.rom the State of Qatar have been assigned to study environmental health 

in practice in Dublin City. This is the second assignment from that 

country. 

As is usual the Section of the Report dealing with Atmospheric 

Pollutidn & Noise Control ~overs the period from the 1st April, 1981 

to 31st March, 1982. This is done in accordance with the requirements 

of the Department of the Environment and the E.E.C. Development and ' 

trends in this area are the subject of comment in the Introduction to that ' 

Section. 

The appointment of Supervising Health Inspectors throughout the 

country finally came to fruition this year. Three sen:i:or health inspectors 

from the city and one from the co~nty were recommended for posts as 

Supervising Health Inspectors. One of our established supervisors, 

Seamus Nolan who had specialised in Air Pollution problems moved to County 

Kildare Community Care area and was replgced by William O'Sullivan from 

the L.A.C. panel. The service lost one of its veterans during the year 

through the death of James Kennedy. Jim was a well liked and respected 

officer . 

Requ6sts were made in the c00rse of the year by other bodies for 

health inspectors to provide discussion papers and talks. These were 

met in all cases. Requests came also from Environmental Health Officers 

of local authorities in the U.K. for advice based on our experience of 

providing services in connecti9n with the Papal visit; we were pleased to 

be of help. 

Finally, may I again thank the smffand managements of the Eastern 

Health Board and Corporation of Dublin for their generous assistance during. 

the year. The Health Inspectorate despite much chopping and changing met 

all challenges in traditional manner. The office support staff likewise 

provided an efficient and pleasant service. For the work commitment, 

co-operation and contribution on the part of the many who help make our 

daily tasks a happy and rewarding excercise, I am deeply grateful. 

Con Healy, 

Chief Health Inspector. 
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Supervising Health Inspectors: 

Senior Health 

Thomas Rothwell 

Michael Moore 

Jim Collins 

Frank Murphy 

Denis Ryan 

Mtchael Nugent 

John Hogarty 

Michael McNulty 

MichaelHealy 

Owen Comiskey 

Sean O'Connor 

One vacancy 

\ . 
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Health - Personnel 

Con Healy. 

Thomas Watson 

John Shelley 

John O'Reilly 

William O'Sullivan 

Thomas Car roll 

Patrick Reilly 

North East Section 

South East Section 

North West Section 

South West Section 

Pest Control Section 

Air Pollution ahd 
Noise Control Unit 
and Plans Unit. 

A/S.H.I. (N/E) & District No. 3 

A/S.H.I. (S/E) & Dis'trict No. 30 

A/S.H.I. (S/W) & District No. 18 

Pest Control Section 

Food & Drugs Unit 

Hygiene Education Unit 

Plans Unit 

Port He~lth Section 

Veterinary Section 

Water Pollution & District No. 21. 

Unfit Housing & District No. 10. 

Specialist Services 

• Air Pollution & Noise Control Unit: Martin Devine, David O'Brien, Rory O'Dea. 

Plans Unit: Donal O'Dalaigh and Senior .. 

Food & Drugs Unit: Senior. 

e' Port Health Section: David Molloy, Patrick Conroy and Senior. 

Pest Control Section: John Conroy and Senior. 

Hygiene Education Unit: Anne O'Donohoe andSeriior. 

Veterinary tion: Denis Byrne, Patrick Doherty, Richard McGrath, 
--------~------- Thomas Flynn and Senior., • 
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District Health District No . 

• (1) Ita Fallon (11 ) Anne 111\. Rogers ( 21) Senio'r 

( 2 ) Barbara Halpenny (12) Jacqueline Kelly (22) Thomas McCarthy 

(3) Senior (13 ) Anton Mullen (23) Dora Cronin 

• ( 4 ) Colin Daly (14) Sheila Daly (24) Thomas Prendergast 

(5 ) Gra;inne Delaney Siobhan Turner Teresa Long 

( 6) Derek Bauer (16) John Healy (26) Denis Lahert 

.,' (7 ) Sean Moore (17 ) Maurice Ahern ( 27 ) Dorothy Guina 

(8 ) lan Daly (18 ) Senior (28) Geraldine Feehan 
, \ 

(9 ) Fidelma McCole (19) Christine Maguire (29) Margaret O'Meara 

• (10) Senior (;gO) peirdre Lglor (30) Rose'Prendergast 

• 
Clerical Staff: 

Audrey O'Keeffe, E@§tem Health Board 

• Margaret SuUiVgn, Eastern Health Board 

Catherine Talty, Dublin Corporation 

Annette Farrelly, Dublin Corporation 

Deirgr~ Rg,ff~rty , pYPl:in Corporation 

• 
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Joint Committee on Environmental Health & 

Eastern Health Board of Dublin 

The Joint Committee on Environmental Health and Hygiene ,which was 

set up in May 19S0 was re-constituted by resolution of Dublin Corporation 

(6/7/'Sl) and Eastern Health Board (7/5/'Sl) for a twelve month period 

from 27th May, 19S1. 

The following members were re-appointed from each body. 

Eastern Health Board: 

of Dublin: 

Alderman Alexis Fitzgerald (Senator) 

Councillor Luke Belton 

Councillor Mrs. Alice Glenn, T.D. 

Councillor Mary Freehill 

Councillor Dan Browne 

Ms. N. Kearney 

Dr. John Walker 

Dr. Patrick McCarthy 

Alderman Ben Briscoe, T.D. 

Alderman Mrs.Hannah Barlow 

Councillor Ned Brennan 

Councillor Tomas McGiolla 

Councillor Michael O'Halloran 

Councillor Paddy O'Mahony 

Councillor Declan Ryan 

Councillor Mary Flaherty, T.D. 

The first meeting of the re-constituted Committee was held on the. 

2Sth September at 6 p.m. in St. Brendans Hospital. Alderman Ben Briscoe, 

T.D. was elected Chairman and Councillor Declan Ryan was elected Vice

Chairman. Mr. Kevin Ward, Eastern Health Board and Mr. Derek Brady, 

Dublin Corporation were appointed Joint Secretaries. 

The Committee concluded its examination of proposals for the 

revision of the Bye-Laws in respect of slaughterhouses and knacker's 

yards which were introduced by the Chief Veterinary Officer. The 

• I . .. I 
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proposals with some amendments were agr~ed and forwarded to the Law Agent, 

Dublin Corporation for comment. The proposals are to be circulated to 

each Committee m,ember after the Law Agent I s consideration and then sent 

to the Finance ~ommittee for examination, 

The Committee received three deputations on this matter. 

They consisted of 

Irish Meat Wholesalers Association 

Messrs. Corrigan, Donovan, Tyrell and Henshaw. 

Federated Workers Union of Ireland 

Messrs. P. Murphy, N. KinseHa, P. McDonnell 
& J. McCarthy. 

Anti-Ci Abattoir Association 

Mrs. Murtagh, Mrs. Keegan, Miss T. Keogh 
and Mr. 

At subsequ:entmeetings a joint report on the problems of stray dogs 

formulated by the Dublin Medical Officer and Chief Health Inspector was 

circuiated and examined. Two deputations were received, one each from 

the ~rish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animal~ and the 

National Action Committee for Dog Control. The members of the deputations 

• 

recei ved :were as follows - •. 

LS.P.C.A. 

N.A.C.D.C. 

Mrs. N. Roth, Mrs. P. McAllister, Mr. P.J. Shields. 

Mr. P.J. Shields, Mr. A.J. Hoctor, Mrs. N. Roth. 

The Committee accepted in principle the recommendations of the Report and 

a proposal was forwarded to the Law 'Agent for advice on the setting up 

of a Dog Warden Service and the introduction of Bye-Laws to control foul

ing of footways in the city. 

The Joint Committee discussed, the problems of flatland and the 

adequacy of the present Bye Laws to control rented houses. This matter 

will be further considered in 1982. 

I . .. 
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. The officials who attended· Commi ttee meetings were as follows -

Professor B. O'Donnell; Dublin Medical Officer 
f 

Mr. Mannix O'Boyle, Chief Veterinary Officer 

Mr. Con Healy; Chief Health Inspector 

Mr. Cyril Meehan, A.P.O., Dublin Corporation 

Mr. Derek Brady, S.E.O., Dublin Corporation 

Mr. Kevin Ward; S.E.O~, Eastern Health Board 

Miss Mary McInerney, M. S. 0., Dublin Corporation 

Mr. Kevin Cross, S.O., Eastern Health Board. 

--------*****------~-
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FOOD HYGIENE 

This area of work represents the main contribution by the health 

inspectors to the Eastern Health Board services. ,Food Hygiene makes 

more demands as time goes on because of the changing patterns of pre

paring and servihg food and th~ ever increasing requirements of the . 

ihdustry to prdtect and prolong the shelf life of food. 

I continue to emphasise tha consultative service which the health 

inspectors give to prospective food proprietors and proposing architects. 

This advice, at the planning stage, pays rich dividends when accepted 

but it does take its toll of the health inspectors' time. 

It would be ungenerous not to place on record the improvements 

which have taken place over the years in the standards of food hygiene 

-and here the results of our Hygiene Education Programme are also in 

evidence. Structural hygiene has certainly improved and this represents 

money invested in the industry. The strategy is to endeavour to promote 

education side by side with this physical improvement of the work areas. 

However, without public appreciation of this, it is going to be a very 

slow development. It takes only a small minority to abu~e the environment 

and create offensive conditions but public concern should develop an 

intolerance of a dirty and unwholesome environment where such exists. The 
, , 

public has a leading role to play in creating an appreciation of hygiene 

in public places so that standards will rise to meet the inevitable demand 

that will follow. 

This, I believe to be a basic principle in the promotion of food 

hygiene. 

The number of food complaints made by the public this year came to 

73, a decrease of 42, 

by comparison to 1980. While some were of a trivial nature, all were 

investigated ?nd traced back to source where this was required. ' In some 

instances, the complainants did not wish to be involved in court pr0geedings 

should they arise. In such cases no proceedings could be instituted. 

Nevertheless, the breaches involved were brought to the attention of the 

manufacturer, wholesaler or retailer as appropriate. Five cases 

resulted in prosecutions while 36 warning letters were issued. 

/ ... 
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A summary of the food complaints indicates the nature of the complaint 

and the food involved. 

FOREIGN MATTER Bread (5); Crisps (2); Biscuits (2); Ice-cream (1); 

Chocolate spread (1); Tinned foods (5); Hamburger (1); 

Marmalade (1); Cake (1); Fried rice (1). 

INSECT INFESTATION Beer (l) ; Jam tart (l); Chocolate (5); Dessert (l) ; 

MOULD GROWTH 

DETERIORATION 

. Rice (3) ; Natural Bran (l) ; Baby food (1); 

Rusks (l) ; Cereal 1. 

Bread (5); Breadcrumbs (1); Cheese (1); Yogurt (11; 

Orange Juice (3); Steak pie (1); Tinned beans (1); 

Chocolate (l). 

Tinned foods (4); Baby food (2); Beans (2); 

Sandwich filling (1); Canned strawberries (1); Chips (2); 

Dates (2). 

ALLEGED ILLNESS AFTER CONSUMPTION - Peanu ts (l); 

Butter (1); 

Scampi-dish (1); 

Cheese (1); Bran (2). 

It would be of interest to be able to correlate sickness arising from 

food with the standards of hygiene prevailing b~t as food poisoning per-se 

has not been notifiable (apart from Salmonella) such an exercise could 

hardly be considered of value. The Infectious Diseases Regulations 1981 

which revoked the 1948 Regulations came into force on December 1 and 

bacterial food poisoning has now been included in the list of notifiable 

infectious diseases. Accepting the difficulties associated with notification 

and the many cases where medical assistance will never be sought, it should 

be interes at least to compare our figures with those of other countries 

where bacterial food poisoning is also notifiable. 

Article Eleven of the Food Hygiene Regulations 1950/71 lays down that -

"An authorised officer may seize, remove and detain any 
article of food intended for sale for human consumption 
which is or is suspected by him to be diseased, 
contaminated or otherwise unfit for human. consumption 
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Under this Article the following items of foodstuffs were seize8 and des

troyed during the year. 

4~ tons of canned hams t SOUpSt pat~. 

4 tons of SOUpSt jars of mayonaise t canned hams . 

750 kilos of soups, hams t sauces. 

10 cwts of varied food items. 

sweets t chocolates t 
babyfood cereal, flour t 
dried fruit t biscuits t 
soup mixt teat 
cheese t cakes t 
Ice-cream t canned food. 

36 cartons of assorted foodstuffs 
honeYt marmalade. 

pickled onions, 

boxes of assorted cans of fruit, vegetables,soups, rice. 

200 cartons of drink powder. 

11 packets of natural bran. 

24 packets of home baked biscuits. 

19 lbs. of soup ~ix. 

8 lbs. of pearl barley. 

38 - 6 lb. tins of corned beef. 

34 crates of pate': 

Following a supermarket fire, a consignment of food including crisps, 

jellies, cornflakes, tea, coffee, fruit juices, m'inerals, raisons, sultanas, 

sauces, the value of £14,000 was released for destruction. 

Ice-cream as a vulnerable foodstuff was sampled for bacteriological 

examination especially during the summer mon,J:.hs. Samples were taken from 

shops, and travelling vans of both block and soft ice-cream. A total of 

145 samples was taken. Ten samples proved unsatisfactory in that they 

showed the presence of faecal coli per 100 C.c.S of ice-cream. All thes~ 

cases were followed up and advice given concerning washing up equipment 

and personal hygiene. Re-sampling proved satisfactory. 

The co-operation of the City Bacteriologist and the Public Analyst 

is appreciated in facilitating our Food Sampling Programme. 

The following is a summary of food hygiene control work carried out. 

/ ... 
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I NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS 

'HOTELS RESTAUR- MANUF. WHOLE- LICEN- RETAIL STALLS HOSP-
ANTS FOOD SALE SED PREM- ITALS 

PREMISES FOOD PREM- ISES 
PREM- ISES 
ISES 

342 2960 683 484 2010 6465 6841 26 
I 

I 

Unclassified Inspections .............................................. 1429 

REGISTRATIONS 
.~-------

Number of applications received during the year 

Number of provisional registrations at 31/12/81 

124 

66 

Number of premises registered in 1981 .............. ~................. 60 

Number of premises refused registration including 
some carried over from 1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 64 

Number of appeals made to the Minister for Health 
against decisions of the Health Board .........................•..... 30 

Number of appeals upheld by the Minister 
(work had been carried out in most cases) .............•.......••...• ~ 

FOOD COMPLAINTS 

Number of complaints received ......................................... 73 

Number of Warning Letters issued ...................................... 36 

PROSECUTIONS 

Number of Non-Compliance Noti<;es (F.H.R.) ...... ; .................... .. 

Number of prosecutions arising from food complaints 

Number of prosecutions arising from inspections 

157 

5 

under the Food Hygiene Regulations 1950/71 ......................•... 23 

Amo~nt of fines imposed 

Amount of costs awarded 

................................................................................. 

..................................................................................... 

-------*******-------

£1435 

£ 766 

• 
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FOOD & DRUGS SAMPLING PROGRAMME ' ' 

Monitoring of foodstuffs was maintained in the Dublin City area of 

the Board by the Food and Drugs Unit over the past 'year. 

This is designed to maintain compliance with statutory requirements, 

and to secure acceptable consumer standards with particular reference to 

the nature, substance and quality of an extensive range of everyday food

stuffs. 

The 'total number of samples taken during the year was:-

FORMAL 

INFORMAL 

583 

662 

TOTAL ....... 1245 

45, (or 3.6%) samples were adversely reported upon. This is very 
. I 

similar to the failure rate of last year. 31 of these 45 samples were 

formal (68%). 

The total figure shown above does not )nclude 22 milk samples, school 

meal sandwiches or miscellanaeotls control sampling. This is referred to 

later in this report. 

The 1980 Annual Report made'reference to the problem ,of mites, 

infestation in pre-packed cereals. 1981 has shown this problem to be a 

continuing one. 

20 samples of such factory packed cereals were infested. 13 of these 

had up to 20 mites each, 2 ~ampleshad 20 and 32 mites present, and the 
! 

remaining 5 samples had in 'excess of 100 mites each. 

Soup mix, lentils and pearl barley all figured in the above count. 

Warning letters by the Chief Health Inspector were sent to a number of 

retailers whose stocks had been found to have been infested by mites. This 

in turn resulted in the traders discontinuing further purchases from suspect 

sources. Previous Reports referred to the d~ffitulty in establishing 

responsibil ity for such infestation. Problems arise with regard to storage, 

shelf life and pinpointing precise source of infestation. 

/ ... 
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District Justices usually have regard to such Factors, as well as 

to the degree of health risk involved in accessing culpability, for such 

cases brought before them. 

Mites have an average life cycle (egg, larvae, pupae) of approximately 

three weeks depending on storage and moisture conditions. They impart a 

"minty" odour to food and destroy valuable food constituents. They are 

therefore commercially and/or aesthetically unacceptable. 

In_depth investigation of the mites problem involving all parties -

exportersj importers, packers and retail outlets appears to confirm the 

belief that an infested cargo got on the market. The relevant packers 

co-operated with steps to have the suspect cereals recalled from sale for 

human consumption. 

Monitoring.of new stocks in this area will be maintained under exist

ing legislation. 

In one case, infestation of bran which was on sale from a Health Food 

outlet was such 'as to be uncountable and proceedings in the District Courts 

resulted in conviction and fine. 

Periodic sampling of such vulnerable foods· is carried out by some 

food-handlers themselves, as part of their stock control measures. This 

serves to disclose problems before they can assume unacceptable levels. 

Those who fail to include such protective measures are surely lacking in 

consumer concern as well as in good business practice. 

In the area of fruit and vegetables, tinned and otherwise, sampling 

was carried out for presence of preservatives in dried apricots, dried 

apple rings from China and fruit salad .. 

Where the presence of S02 exceeds 50 parts per million (P.P.M.), 

formal declaration of such is required. Where these declarations were 

absent, verbal notice to vendors secured compliance. 

Tomato Puree which figured prominently in last years adverse 

reports has been found to be satisfactory this year; The Unit also 

co-operated in an exercise to ascertain lead counts in tinne.d vegetables 

·stored over long periods. Resul tsare awaited,. and such action as may 
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be indicated will be undertaken. 

" 
White bean curd from Hong Kong and tinned mushrooms which were suspect 

. ~ . 

and were notified to us from the Department of Health were not found to be 

on sale. 

Advice was made available to retailers on the desirability for alerting 

consumers to the need for due care in consuming red kidney beans. The need 

for overnight water soaking, and later boiling for ten minutes prior to 

cooking until soft, was stressed. Particular emphasis was drawn to the 

danger in consuming raw red ,kidney beans. Most packs of these beans now 

carry such a written, warning to custpmers . 

The recent tragic events resulting fro~ the use of contaminated olive 

oil from Spain showed the need for constant surveillance of imported 

products. All of the olive oil examined here was found to be satisfactory; 

Consequent on,the events in Spain concerning toxic cooking oils, the E.E.C • 

held a meeting of Government experts from each of th~,member states to 

study the technical problems involved in identifying the substances in-

'criminated in oils originating in Spain. As a result of this meeting 

each member state has been asked to initiate a moni~oring programme of 

Spanish cooking oils, and products containing such oils. This will take 

place in 1982. 

Items which ire still on the drugs list for which'the Unit has 

responsibility are; Olive oil, Almond oil, Linseed oil, Cod Liver oil, 

Camphorated oil, Iodine, Quinine, Turpentine, Spirits' of Nitre, Cascara, 

Lugols Solution, Hydrogen Peroxide, Citric acid, Black Draught, Glycerine 

and Sal Volatile. 

Some samples of milk, . ice-cream, and butter were found to 'be deficient 

in constituent standards. Legal proceedings were not taken in respect of 

th~ unsatisfactory ice-cream pending Departmental Policy Statement~A 

definite line of action,is anticipated in view of policy document now to, 

hand. Correspondence between the Chief Health Inspector and agencies 

representing butter concerns has resolved problems of margin~l moisture 

excesses demonstrated in four cases. 

Contract milk reached the statutory 3.0% (Fat by weight)'. The position 
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with respect to non-fatty solids (gravimetric) was not in all cases ,up to 

the statutory requirement of 8.5% (by weight). 

In discussing this fall off which was evident in the past, last years 

report spoke of hope of a more realistic standard becoming available. 

Recent opinion accepts the general unsuitability of the 8.5% figures and 

one of the recommendations of the Food and Drugs Control Committee made in 

1981 is for the striking of a more equitable figure for "solids not fats" 

in wholemilk.The average failure rate disclosed in this area i.e., ,milk 

solids not fats was 1.26%. 

Of more concern is the minimum added water figures of 1%, 1.6%, 

1.29%, 1.51%, and 1.17%. Measures are in progress to establish culpability 

here, and to secure corrective procedures at plant level. Samples of fresh 

cream and whipping cream were'satisfactory, as were buttermilk and cheese. 

In the past year, this Unitco-opdrated in efforts to identify risk 

of presence of Bacillus Cereus in sausages as had been suggested. Sampling 

and bacteriological examination showed that there was no problem in this area. 

The possibility that dog and cat foods might be part of a chain for the 

spread of Salmonella was examined. No risks were shown here. 

As in other years, some unsubstantiated complaints came to hand. 

Sweet and ,sour pork was complained of in two cases." Such allegations, 

when not accompanied with worthwhile back-up information are of little 

value. The take-away food trend is expanding at such a rate as to pre

clude such door-to-door sampling as would seem to be expected by some 

dissatisfied consumers. 

Portion of a meal from a city restaurant was submitted here when the 

complainant was strongly of the opinion that the portion was in fact horse 

meat. Analysis by the Public Analyst showed it to be beef, and the 

,genuine apprehension expressed by the consumer was resolved to the satisfact

ion of all involved. 

One of the items for which standards have been advocated in 

the 1981 review by the'Food and Drugs Control Committee concerns minced 

meat. In a previous report, reference was drawn to the range of indefinite 

labell of this product. Observation triis year shows this aspect not to 
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have improved. 'Indeed there is now less definitive labelling than hereto

fore. Questions as to why displays in some shops carried no, information 

other than, price, drew repl tes from the bemused "the public knows what it 

is", to the less bemused· "they can ask what it is". 

While it is accepted that the price ranged from 40p per pound to 

90p+ per pound of minced meat in the sample survey, no great degree of 
! 

shopping sophistication is required to realise that price is related to 

quality_ The foilowing figures for samples examined may be of interest. 

These are expressed in percentage of fat present. 

SAMPLE A I B C D E F G H 
I 

I 

FAT 3.53% I 21. 53% 7.55% 6.69% 21.73% 11.86% 27.25% 24.26% 36.32% 
I I. i 

As shown above the range ran from a "fat" content of 3.53% at one end 

to 36.32% fat content at the other. Hosewives will be aware that some fat 

is necessary in meat to ensure proper cooking results. A fat content of 

36% plus does however suggest the presence of added fat, and would appear to 

point out the need for a review of legislation so as to protect all con- , 

sumers. One suggestion is that when the mince meat on display contains in 

excess of 25% fat, this fact should be indicated as well as implied. 

Continued sampling of baby food did not disclose any problems this 

year. No Monosodium Glutamate was present in any samples taken during the 

year. 

Water is not at present included in the legal definition of food. 

Th~growing demand and availability of spa waters and imported waters here 

has led to a call for review of the legal definition to bring these water 

imports under sampling regulations. 

While such samples which have ,been examined have bSen satisfactory, 

it is desirable that regard should be had now to the risk factor inherent 

in imported water. 

Sampling of colours used in food continues and the general public 

have shown greater interest than formerly. Coloured popcorn from America 

which was available here and which caused some concern to mothers of young 

/ ... 
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~hildren appears to be no longer obtainable. Efforts to pick up samples 

continue. 

Coloured bean sweets have recently been the subject of Press comment, 

and consequently, calls came in to the Unit seeking clarification of the 

"danger" here. All such sweet confectionerY is sampled and analysed for 

colouring, and no problems have arisen. 

Such consumer interest was also shown at an I.C.A. guild meeting which 

asked for a talk, and a question and answer session and the Unit was happy 

to attend there, and it was a matter of satisfaction to learn of the interest 

and appreci?tion of the controls effected through the Food and Drugs Programme. 

The presence of 0ndeclafed preservative sorbic acid was detected in 

flour confectionery on sale here. Correspondence between the Chief Health 

Inspector and exporting firms concerned secured undertakings to have iabels 

suitably amended to comply with Irish law in these matters. 

Biscuits found on sale at a city Health Food outlet were shown not 

to be of acceptable quality due to oxidative rancidity. An undertaking 

by the vendors to voluntarily surrender the balance of stock on hand was 

accepted, and the entire stock was removed and sent for destruction as 

unfit for human consumption. 

The growing emphasis on food labelling and statutory requirements 

demands constant attention. In recent years, and more particularly in the 

past year, regard for compliance in such declarations was evident. 

This awareness is significant, and it is certain the E.E.C. Regulations this 

year will be more specific. Cakes, biscuits and ice-cream are amongst the 

'items for which forthcoming legislation is anticipated. Examples of im

precise wording is evident on some milk bottles and cartons. The 'special 

designations' laid down for milk are: 'Highest Grade', 'Standard', 

'Pasteurised'. The 'general designations' are "milk", "new milk" and 

"fresh milk"~ 

In some of the cartons seen on sale both designations are used. 

The trend appears to emphasise the word 'fresh' rather than 'Pasteurised' 

and in one case has entirely displaced the word 'Pasteurised' on the bottle. 

In a number of cases where supermarket economy labelling was found to be 

unsatisfactory, immediate co-operation was found to be forthcoming on 
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correspondenc~ from the Chief Health Inspector. These matters-are kept 

constantly under review by the Food and Drugs Unit. 

( 

A complaint from our counterparts in Belfast· City Council concerning 

inordinately high Iron and Tin counts picked up in their investigations 

into a popular Irish tinned concentrated grapefruit drink, was referred 

to us for comment. An investigation disclosed figures safely with the 

recommended limits for tin of 250 parts per million. Our findings were 

155, 170 and 145 parts per million~ The figures for iron shown were 2.2, 

2.5~ and 3.4. Figures for controlled orange concentrate by the same firm 

were,Iron .84, .68, 1.02, and 1.62 while those for tin were 72, 76, 86, 

and 93, all parts per million. No significance is attached to such ,results. 

Figures which were, shown in sampling of stout, ale, beer and lager 

should be of interest to the drinking fraternity. The legal'permitted 

maximum amounts of lead and ,arsenic in alcoholic beverages are 1.0 p.p.m. 

and 0.2 p.p.m. respectively . 

Extent of lead detected. in the sample range was a constant 0.013 p.p.m. 

while that for arsenic present was in the rang~ of .005 to .014 p.p.m. 

The figure for permitted maximum in non-alcoholic drinks is 0.2 lead and 

0.1 arsenic. 

A fine of £20 and £30 costs was imposed following a conviction for 

sale of vodka found to have excess water of 1.25%. This was purchased in 

a sealed bottle from the shelf of a city supermarket. 5% excess water in 

a ten glass bottle of spirits is equ~l to a half glass added water. 

A control sample of vodka taken in similar conditions from the same 

source showed an excess water count of 0.51%. Further sampling to 

establish the extent of the problem proceeds. Legal proceedings are pend-

ing in respect of spirits shown on analysis to have excess water present. 

Food and Drugs decisions have added considerably to the body of 

Case Law. A Judgement handed down by the European Court of Justice 

continues this trend. This is known as the Cassis, de Dijon case (1979): 

It has particular.significance to the sampling and subsequent 

action by Food and Drugs Inspectors, and should therefpre be read very 

·carefully. It appears to limit local court action in respect.of a · / ... 
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product deemed to be unsatisfactory by National Standards, if the product 
.( 

is one of a Member State and is acceptable there according to its laws. 

This has implications far beyond the scope of this report. Since 

it impinges so closely upon the activities of Food and Drugs Inspectors, 

it should not be lightly disregarded. 

1981 l saw the completion by the Food and Drugs Control Committee of 

its examination of relevant Food and Drug Laws. 

This has been a most worthwhile exercise by all parties concerned 

and it is to be hoped now that the proposed Sale of Food Act which has 

been offered for approval to the Department of Health will soon become 

the,basis for legislation. This should be to the benefit of consumers, 

wholesalers, retailers, manufacturers and not least to enforcement 

officers at national and local level. 

-------*******-------
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HYGIENE EDUCATION 

ESTABLISHMENT: 

The Hygiene Education Unit was established in October, 1977 to promote 

hygiene standards especially within the food industry. Educational 

measures were to follow the guidelines recommended by the McCaughey Report 

1970 and indeed the formation of the Unit was in accordance with the 

Reports Recommendations. The work of the Unit was under the general 

direction of Dublin's Chief Health Inspector and its approach was to be 

in harmony with the procedure recommended in his 1975 Hygiene Education 

Report to the Board. 

POLICY: 

The general policy of the Unit, therefore is the promotion of 

community hygiene through the schools, the homes and the food industry, 

and towards this end to ~eek the co-operation and goodwill and where 

appr6priatethe active participation of those in a position to advance 

standards of hygiene. 

The main task of the Unit to promote high standards of hygiene 

in the food industry but as food hygiene cannot be divorced from other 

aspects of environmental hygiene, the Unit seeks to encourage healthy 

behavioural patterns in respect of every aspect of hygiene as opportunit

ies and resources permit. 

REVIEWING PROGRESS: 

It is timely at the end of the fourth full year of its operation 

to review progress made to-date in implementing the Reports main 

recommendations especially those which directly concern the work of the 

Unit. 

It is obviously impossible to assess accurately the success of any 

educational programme designed to change or modify behavioural patterns 

'such as this one, which aims to inculcate correct public attitudes towards 

environmental hygiene. It would be presumptuous to try to quantify 

progress made as a direct result of the day to day work of the unit; 

this is made even more difficult to gauge because the achievement of 

acceptable standards of food hygiene, which is the main cbncern of ~he 

Unit, cannot be divorced from the achievement of acceptable standards in 

other elements of environmental hygiene which many other agencies and 
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and bodies ate also seeking to achieve. Indeed, the Unit has always". 

been aware that significant progress is dependant on fostering a goo 

working relationship with other responsible agencies having similar 

,aspirations. The wisdom of this approach is becoming more evident and 

the best work of the Unit seems to be in this area. 

UNIFIED APPROACH: 

The Unit has built up an excellent working relationship with other 

organisations having similar in in promoting standards of hygiene 

~.g. Irish Hotel & Catering Institute; Bord Failte; Irish Hotels Federation; 

Dublin Institute of Technology, Cathal Brugha Street~ College of Marketing 

& Design; Health Education Bureau I AnCo~ Council for Education, Recruitment 

& Training; Army School of Catering; Irish Quality Control Association and 

many others. 

, ' 

,The Untt is deeply grateful to these organisgtions for the co-operat~on 

and goodwill extended at all times without which significant progress could 

not be made. Each organisation is now broadly familiar with our modus 

operandi and is consulted before the Unit embarks on any major operation 

of mutual interest. This has resulted in an agreed approach by all interest

ed parties in promoting certain aspects of hygiene of direct concern to 

them. The potential scope and limitations of the Units involvement in any 

scheme is discussed in advance, both to achieve maximum benefit and to 

avoid misunderstandings. 

PRIORITIES: 

The first task of the Unit when established in October, 1977 was to 

draw up a list of priorities, with a view to concentrating initially on 

the most important one. A simple plan of action was needed, so various 

pilot schemes ~ere initiated and assessed. From these schemes were 

deduced the methods most ,likely to produce good results. It was ,decided 

that the first priority was the promotion of hygiene in the catering 

section of food industry. In arriving at thi;s decision it was borne in 

mind that a fully comprehensive programme of hygiene education should 

cover the schools and the homes, as well as the whole spectrum of food 

industry. This task was outside the scope of the Unit. Apart from the 

immensity of the programme, it would have to be carried out nation-wide. 

Another ·factor that different emphasis and approaches would be needed. 

In dealing with housewives and school children for example , the importance of 
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food hygierie in relation to milk wouid have to be given top priority 

~,because it plays such a major part in infant arid food diet and the public 

health risk is consequently greater than from meat and meat products, 

Whereas th~ reverse is the case in catering~ 

The best vehicle to achieve practical results for those already 

. employed in the Food Industry was the promotion of a National Hygiene 

. Certificate Course along the lines of the. McCaughey Report. Two pilot 

courses, one in Dublin and one in Limerick had already indicated the 

potenqal of such an approach; The Unit, therefore, in late 1977 drew 

up a syllabus, guide,lines and. course notes, sui table for such a national'< 

certificate course. Co-operation with other kealth Boards in promoting 

, the certificate course ensured the course content would be uniform, and 

the formation of a validation committee to scrutinise examination papers 
';:-'t; ." 

ensurecta uniformity in standards. The course planned on, consisted of 

~ight two hour sessions in the principles and practices of food hygiene, 

,as applied to catering.; It could b~ organised to cover eight half day 

release (two, hour) sessions held once or twice weekly (e.g. in a Regional 

Coil~g~ nr in Dublin in the College of Catering) ?r as an inservice 

course in the case of large food premises. It could also form. a hygiene 

module within an overall catering course in an educational/vocational 

establishment. 

"0,' 

The Irish Hotel & Catering Institute as the professional body most " 

representative of the interests of people involved in mass catering under-

took to promote the course, and to award certificates to successful 

participants. The Health Inspectors with the assistance and guidance of 

C.E.R.T. undertook to organize the course locally and to involve themselves 

as much as possible in lecturing . 

, '.; 

Fo'ilowing written and oral examinations at the end of each course 

the marked written answer papers were to be forwarded to the Institute 

and validated by a committee representing the Institute, the Eastern Heaith 

Board and C.E.R.T. who would then recommend the issue of certificates. 

This basic formula has remained the same, since 1977 wherever the course 

is organised. 

,STRATEGY: 

The planned work approach was -

(1) To create a public awareness .of the need. for hygiene education both 

, .' -
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as an important arm of preventive medicine and as a means of 

enhancing our national image. 

(2) To provide educational opportunities especially for persons in 

the food industry, to satisfy demand created by an increased awareness 

of the need for high standards. 

CREATING A PUBLIC AWARENESS: 

(1) Towards this end the Unit developed liaison and co~operated with 

Bord Failte, C.E.R:T., Irish Hotel & Catering Institute, Irish 

Hotels Federation et al. in organizing and contributing to nation

wide symposia and seminars for the catering section of the food 

industry. These were also used as a vehicle for promoting the 

National Hygiene Certificate Course. 

The whole-hearted co-operation and active participation of Bord 

Failte's Task Force, especially in organisation and funding of 

joint Health Board/Bord Failte, seminars and symposia was invalu

able in promoting the National Hygiene Certificate Course nation

wide. It has also contributed by financing the publication of 

"Inter-view" and by continuing to make copies available for those 

who are taking the course. 

(2) Leaflets (in draft form) were prepared for the newly formed Health 

Education Bureau, detailing the basic rules for hygiene (i) in the 

home, (ii) in the schools, (iii) in catering. Subsequently, two 

others - one for licenced premises and one for retail shops - were 

prepared. These were later published and distributed by the Health 

Education Bureau. 

(3) As ~ppportunity arose, articles on food hygiene were published from 

time to time in responsible magazines e.g. Hotel & Catering Review, 

Irish Cleaning & Maintenance Magazine, the Hotel & Catering Year Book, 

the Silver Jubilee Year Book of the Health Inspectors Association. 

(4) In co-operation with other educational bodies the Unit initiated 

exploratory methods of hygiene education for schools, e.g., in 

co-operation with the Principal of Rutland Street N.S. and with the 

~e~lt~ Education Co-ordinator attached to Community C~re Area No. 7, 
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a pilot course which catered for Nationai Schools~ boys and giris, 

was undertakeri. SUitable Hygiene Education Posters for this project 

were designed, prepared and used effectively. ,A similar project 

~asconducted in a suburban area, St. Marys N.S.~ Marino, with the 

Principal's kind permission and again it was tried with a different 

approach for 2nd level children (boys and girls) in Coolmine Comp

rehensive School in co-operation with the E.H.B. Health Education 

Co-ordinator there. 

The Unit discussed results with theh~E.B~ and gave a written report 

of the findings and the posters to the Bureau in cQnnection with 

their preparation of a "Hygiene Kit" for Primary Schools. The 

format and content of the school hygiene pilot schemes appeared to 

be very successful, and can be used when time and resources permit. 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES: 

Having decided that the catering section of the food industry was 

the first priority and the National Hygiene Certificate Course was the, 

most suit~ble method of educating those already employed in the industry 

much of the work of the Unit has been devoted to the promotion of this 

, course nationwide and the running and organizing of as maIlY courses as 

possibl~ in,D~biiri . 

. T~e fact that over 2,000 people have already been awarded the 

, certificate; (many' of them with respomlible catering posts) should indicate 

how,successful this'approach has been. The number of ,people taking the 

course is increasing dramatically and hopefully we will reach the situat-
, 

~oh where the vast majority of food premises will have at least one 

responsible person familiar with the principles and practices of food 

hygiene as it applies to his or her premises, and will be in a position 

to promote correct' procedures in the light of knowledge and conviction. 

ACTIVITIES 1981 

1. 

The main activities of the Unit are summarised hereunder:-

National Hygiene Certificate Course 

For reasons already stated, the Unit continued to devote attention 

. topromoting,th.e National Hygiene Certificate Course both in Dublin 

and elsewhere. ,In Dublin, the course is now successfully integrated 
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into four different skills and crafts catering courses. It is also 

being run as a half day release Course in the Dublin Institute of 

Technology, Cathal Brugha Street, as the occasion demands. During 

the year the number of persons who successfully completed the courses 

in the Dublin area and to whom certificates were awarded following 

success in the written and oral exams was as follows:-

C.E.R.T. Train Roebuck 

Five eight week catering courses were held in the centre in 1981. 

Each course incorp6ratedthe National Hygiene Certificate Course and 

lectures were given by the Unit. 

Numbers awarded certificates 219 

2. College of Marketing & Design 

Final year licenced trade apprentices who were presented certificates 

by V.F.I. on college graduation day. 

Number 11 

3. Army School of Catering, McKee Barracks. 

4. 

Three advanced cookery courses and four basic catering courses were 

held during the year. Each course incorporated the National Hygiene 

Certificate Course, and certificates were presented by the President 

of the I.H.C.I. in McKee Barracks. 

Number ....................................... 85 

North Ci Centre !3ommuni ect 

Three basic catering courses were held in Liberty Hall during t.he , 
year, These were funded by AnCo, and again included the National 

Hygiene Course presented by the Unit· 

Total number to whom certificates were awarded .• 38. 

Dublin 1981 Total Recipients ... 353 

As well as the above involvement in Dublin based courses the Unit 

continued to co-operate with other Health Boards in promoting courses 

nationwide. This included exchange of advice contributing to seminars 
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and the giving of lectures when requested e~g. Wexford and Clonmel. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES:-

Lectures 

Numerous hygiene lectures and audio visual presentations were 

given during the year. Their variety and scope - both promotional and 

educational are indicated by the following representative sample:-

Hotels 

Lectures to management and staff in various hotels e.g., New Jurys, 

Berkely Court, etc. 

Restaurants 

Talks to management and staff of various restaurants e.g. Regency Fare, 

Castle Fare, B.H.S. catering staff, etc. 

Hospitals 

Hygiene promotional sessions e.g. (i) four half-day seminars, two 

in January and two in October to hospital domestics in St. Mary's Hospital, 

Phoenix Park. (ii) Series of lectures to final year students attending 

the Hospital Administrators Course 

Licenced Premises 

Hygiene promotional sessions in various licenced premises e.g. 

series of four lectures to management and staff of Molloy Group houses. 

Dublin Institute of Technology, Cathal Brugha Street. 

Series of lectures to day- release catering apprentices attending the 

college. 

Mount Herbert Hotel 

Invitation lecture to 17 yr. old apprentices from Killybegs as part 

of a seminar organised by Bord Failte. 

St. Mary's School. Fairview 
Pilot course in hygiene education for Primary School children. 

Berkeley Court Hotel 

Contribution to lecture and film presentation for junior management 

and staff. 
/ ... 
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Killiney Court Hotel 

Series of talks and discussions as part of three day seminars 

organised by AnCo for Bakery Management. 

Catering Managers Association 

Guest lecture during R.D.S. Food Exhibition, February, 1981. 

National Awards .-

The Unit's Senior Health Inspector was a member of I.Q.C.A. team 

of adjudicators in the 1981 awards. The other members of the team were:

Mr. John Murphy, I~Q.C.A.~ Mr. Cairb~e Hally, Bord Failte, Mr. Richard 

Lahert, Superintendent Health Inspector, Department of Health. 

Subsequently, an article on Hygiene commissioned by I.Q.C.A. for publicat

ion in a National Sunday newspaper was submitted and published in May, 1981, 

This article formed part of a feature aimed at promoting the National 

Hygiene Awards. 

Film 

A colour film produced by Arthur Guinness, Son & Co. Ltd., for the 

licensed trade part of which features the Unit's Senior Health Inspector 

promoting hygiene, was released in October, 1981. 

LP.A. 

The Unit co-operated in the training programmes for overseas students. 

The Unit's senior health inspector attended a two-week course in instruct

ional and training techniques in .H.Q., Lansdowne Road. 

Welcome Ireland Poster Competition 

The Unit's senior health insp.ector served as one of the three 

adjudicators in this nationwide competition promoting hygiene in the 

Food Industry. 

Posters 

The series of six hygiene education posters conceived and designed 

by the Unit in 1978, five-hundred sets of which were printed, by the 

Eastern Health Board continue to be used extensively as a means of 

hygiene education in Food Premises, Colleges, Schools, et al. On request 

in November, 1981 the Eastern Health Board reprinted a further five~hundred 
, . 

sets, this time using its own printing press. 
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Continuing discussions and meetings with representatives Of Bord 

Failte, C.E.R.T., I.H.C.I., and other agencies in a position to advance 

standards of hygiene. 

Close baison with other Health Boards in initiating National Hygiene 

Certificate Courses and encouraging new courses countrywide. This 

included participation in seminars and giving lectures. 

SUMMARY 

This short summary illustrates the main operations of the Unit and 

should serve to clarify its philosophy and progress to-date. While it is 

impossible to assess in real terms its impact in raising standards, it 

is obvious that it is having an increasing influence onthe food industry 

since its formation. 

Since it was established in October, 1977, only 1 full-time Senior 

Health Inspector could be allotted to the work due to the shortage of 

health inspectors. The Unit's approach therefore was necessarily governed 

by staff as well as budgetary constraints. In November, 1981 it was 

found possible to appoint a second full-time health inspector to the Unit. 
-

This has helped greatly to relieve the pressure of a rapidly increasing 

work load. (e.g., now two or more courses can be held at anyone time in 
; 

different venues). It also allows for expansion into related areas which 

could not be done up to now. 

Hopefully, now that the staffing level allows for this necessary 

expansion, it will also be found possible to allocate an annual budget 

without which work of an educational nature cannot effectively be carried 

out, e.g. the acquiring of books, audio-visual equipment, for example, films, 

transparencies and markers for over-head projector work t material for 

preparation of slides, posters, and hand-outs for students. 

------******------
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PEST CONTROL SERVICE 

This section of the aealth Inspectorate Service is housed at 

Francis Street. A portion of the complex was allotted recently to the. 

Public Analyst's office and this area now includes the Bacteriological 

Service of the City Laboratory. 

The staff of the Pest Control Section is as follows:-

Supervising Health Inspector ....... 1 

Senior Heal th Inspector ....•....... 1 

Health Inspector ..•.....•....•...•. 1 

Foremen .....•...................... 2 

Senior Operatives ............•..... 9 

Operatives .....•.....•....•........ 25 

Apparatus Operators ................ 2 

Driver/Operatives .................. 10 

Cleaner ............................ 1 

Boilerman .......•......•........... 1 

The service provided by this Section may be divided into two 

categories i.e. Disinfection and Disinfestation. 

Disinfection services include treatment of premises following 

cases of infectious disease,treatment of used imported bedding and 

clothing; treatment of swill from vessels in port. Disinfestation 

services comprise treatment of sewers and premises for rodents; treat

ment for mosquitoes and works carried out in infected and infested 

premises. 

Rodent Control 

This aspect of the work forms the greater percentage of the work 

of the Department. During the year there was an increase in the volume 

of work mainly from new housing estates. The Section, how~ver, dealt 

with all complaints received .and offered service where necessary. 

The idea of a "rodent control week" was put forward during the 

year. It envisaged every housholder being advised to lay poison for 

rodents in his own premises. The disadvantages of the idea outweigh any, 

benefits that might accure. There is a danger in poison b~ing laid on 
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such ~ scale particularly~o non target animals. The experienc~ of this 

department is that householders generally do not f.ollow a poisoning 

programme through to its conclusion.. In this situation rodents wQuld tend 

to build 'up an immunity to the normal poison used .. To date, there has 
1 

been no evidence of such an immunity build up-warfarin resistance or 

"super-rat" as such rodents are called. The fact that no warfarin resistant 

strains of rodents have emerged in Dublin, can be credited to the carefully 

planned and operated system of control used by the Section. 

A.once off "Rodent week" would not add anythirig to the system of 

control as operated rather it may tend to undermine it. However, much 

better use could be made'of the information'leaflets available from the 

Section. These would provide guidance for builders and householders on 

ho~ best to minimise the incidence of rodent infestation. A number of 

these leaflets suitable for use by developers have been sent to the 

Planning Department, Dublin Corporation for distribution with planning 

.approvals. 

Sewer Treatment. 

The treatment of sewers in inner city and outlying areas is tarried 

out on a systematic basis. Baits are laid on trays in manholes on sewer 

runs. This is an important facet of work carried out and helps to 

.contain the rodent population. The work is by nature time consuming as 

it is necessa~y to lift each manhole individually for each bait deposited. 

When one considers there were 17,754 baitings during the year, the work 

involved is considerable. 

Disinfection 

Number of disinfections carried out after the undermentioned 

dIseases: 

Tuberculosis ....... ~; ........ : ....... 279 

Others ................................ 2 

Rooms of hospitals and 
clinics disinfected .................. 473 

Hospital bedding disinfected ......... 155 

Home bedding disinfected ............. 8 

Infectious Diseases Regulations 1948 

Number of bales of used clothing 
disinfected' ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 
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Number of rooms disinfested for bugs ... 58 

Number of fishing tacklesdisinfested .. 3 

Number of rooms disinfest~d for 
other insects ......................... 421 

, f 

Removal of swill from under Foot and Mouth Disease 

of Swill) Order 1937 

Number of treatments of vessels 44 

Personal Services 

Number of persons treated for 
lice infestation ................ ~ .. ~. 281 

Number of persons treated for 
scabies .............................. 14 

Infectious Disease (Amendment) Regulations 1952 

Number of birds collected (Importation of birds 
Psittacine Regulations)............... 6 

Birds in two cases not destroyed (licences 
received) 

Birds in four cases destroyed. 

Rodent Control 

Total number of complaints dealt with .. 5472 

Total number of premises treated ..... 10964 

Total number of tests carried out 8, 

Sewer treatment 

Total number of battings ...•..•..•... 17754 

Miscellaneous Services 

Areas treated for mosquitoes ..•....•• 2 

------******------
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PORT HEALTH SERVICE 

The Port Health Service continues to operate as a first line of ' 

defence against the entry to this island of persons or things which might 

cause the spread of serious communicable disease . 

. ; Service includes Dublin Airport.and Dun Laoghaire. 

The Dublin Port Health 

A sizeable body of Port Heal th legislation has buil t up since the 

inception of the Dublin Port Sanitary Authority in 1900. These laws 

are augmente6 by various international conventions and agreements and 

by much general health legislation which applies equally to shipping 

and the port area. 

The heavy work load carried by the three Port Health Inspectors 

. is made tolerable by the generous co-operation of the Customs & Excise, 

the Portal Veterinary Service, Dublin Port & Docks Board, Naval Head

quarters, Aer Lingus, Aer Rianta and the various shipping companies 

and agencies. The advice and guidance of the Port Medical Officer, 

Dr. Edward Killian, is much appreciated. 

The primary duty of Port 'Health Inspectors is to board ships on 

arrival and ascertain whether there is illness among the persons on

board and to scrutinise health documents. During these and subsequent, 

visits each vessel is inspected for rodent infestation and other con

~itions injurious to health. 

The number of boardings bears a direct relationship to import 

tonnages. These tonnages have remained more or less consistant over 

the past ten years. 

GOODS IMPORTED 

Year Foreign Cross Coal 
Tons Channel & Tons TOTAL 

Coastwise Tons 

1971 1,851,262 2,736,534 452,421 5,040,217 

1972 1,719,027 3,165,378 380,531 5,264,936 

1973 1,713,691 3,496,775 331,291 5,541,757 

1974 1,725,277 3,406,732 438,074 5,51'0,083 

1975 1,318,985 3,073,268 31Q,240 4,702,493 
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Year Foreign Cross Coal 
Tons Channel &. Tons TOTAL 

Coastwise Tons 

" . 
1976 1,264,682 3,638,936 197,059 

, 
5,100,677 

1977 1,394,946 3,385, 348,038 \ 5,128,739 

1978 1,630,111 3,518,833 347,946 5,496,890 

1979 1,688,145 4,019, 901 6,130,593 

1980 1,411,911 3,993,556 489,979 5,895,446 

* 1981 1,663,015 3,574,627 431,177 5,668,820, 

* Based on first nine mOhths of 1981. 

The total number of vessels to clear Dublin Port was 4397. 

"Foreign" import tonnages were carried in vessels arriving from the 

following countries and territories:-

,!, .:. 
"Algeria 

Belgium 

Brazii 

Cameroons 

Canada 

Canary Islands 

Golumbia 

China 

Congo 

Dahemey 

Denmark 

Eygpt 

Ghana 

Gibralter 

Greece 

Hong Kong 

Iceland 

Ivory Coast 

India 

Israel 

Italy 

Japan 

Jamaica 

Morocco 

Mozambique 

Netheriands 

Nigeria 

Phi11ipines 

Poland 

Portugal 

Panama 

Rumania < 

Saudi Arabia 

Senegal 

Sierra Leone 

Sweden 

Tanzania 

Tiawan 

Togo 

Tunisia 

Turkey 

U.S.A. 

U.S.S.R. 

Venezuela 

Zaire. 

. Ethiopia 

Finland 

France < 

Kenya 

Liberia 

Libya 

Maita 

Samalia 

South Africa 

Sri Lanka 

BOARDINGS 

A total of 1,573 vessels arriving from foreign ports were boarded. 
, ; 

These included 122 vessels from infected ports and seaboards which were 

boarded immediately on arrival. Inspections of cross-channel and coast

wise vessels totalled 122. 

/ ... 
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ILLNESS ON SHIPS 

One death, due to natural causes, occured during the voyage of a 

passenger cruise liner. No serious illness was reported on board vessels 

arriving in port. Minor illnesses were dealt ~ith by the shipping 

companies doctor and the Port Medical Officer. 

DERATTING CERTIFICATES 

Deratting Certificates Issued 

Deratting'Exemption Certificates Issued 

Nil. 

78. 

Every ship must carry a Deratting Certificate, or a Deratting 

Exemption Certificate. These certificates are issued at approved ports 

and are valid for a period of six months. A ship which is rodent-free 

on tion is issued with a Deratting Exemption Certificate. If 

evidence of rodent infestation is found, deratt must take place and 

its effectiveness confirmed by the Port Health Inspectors before a 

Derat Certificate is issued. Deratting is usually carried out by a 

fumigation contractor. Occasionally, small infestations are eliminated 

by laying baited pOisons. 

Six vessels whose Certificates expired while they were in port 

were allowed to proceed to the next port of call for deratting inspection 

because a satisfactory inspection could not take place while the bulk 

of the cargo remained in the'holds. In each case the existing certificate 

was extended for an appropriate period. One vessel was partially deratted 

by laying baited poisons and allowed to proceed to the next port of call 

for completion of deratting. 

In addition, 639 vessels which carried valid certificates were 

routinely examined and found free of rodents. 

RODENT CONTROL - QUAYSIDE 

Rodent con~rol inspections of quayside installations totalled 201. 

These installations included goods sheds, workshops, silos container 

compounds, dockyards, foreshore landfills and derelict premises. 

IMPORTATION OF USED CLOTHES 

Used clothing and rags in 78 packages were held pending disinfect

ion in the Health Board's Depot before being released to the consignees. 
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The regulation requiring such disinfection red on 30th November, 1981. I ,,. 

IMPORTATION OF P,SITTACINE BIRDS 

Six birds of the Parrot species were held pending issue of 

importation documents. Four were destroyed in the absence of such docum-' . 
\ 

ents. The regulation controlling the importation of these birds 

expired on 30th November, 1981. 

PASSENGER CARRYING VESSELS 

Cross~Channel Ferries ............... 144 

Passenger Carrying Cargo Ships ....... 16 

Cruise Liners ....................... 4 

Total inspections under the Food Hygiene Regulations .. 164 

A high priority is given to the inspection of catering facilities 

in passenger carrying vessels to ensure compliance with the Food Hygiene 

Regulations 1950. During these inspections ten swabs were taken for 

microbial examination from works surfaces and equipment coming into 

contact with food. These examinations yielded useful information which 

enabled us to recommended specific improvements to the cleansing metnods. 

Regular inspections ensure that galleys, provision stores and dining 

areas are thoroughly cleansed during the turn-round period in port. 

Most cross~channel ferries have a restaurant, a cafet~ria and several 

bars. Over the past two years the major carriers have introduced new 

vessels in which the most ,modern cooking, preparation, and other gall~y 

equipment have been installed. During these inspections public toilet 

facilities are routinely examined. 

The same care and attention is given to visiting cruise liners. 

Four such liners were inspected. Two informal notices were served 

requiring a remedy to specific defects. 

QUAYSIDE CATERI~G PREMISES 

Port workers canteens ............•.. 3 

Passenger cafes ..................... 2 

Formal or Informal Notices served ... Nil 

Total inspections under the Food Hygiene Regulations .. 21 

" 
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The five quayside catering premises were reduced to four with the 

closure of the Jetfoil terminal. Two floating leizur~ ships planned 

for City Quay and Customs House Quay have not yet commenced operations: 

SAMPLING OF WATER SUPPLIES 

A clean, wholesome water supply is of vital importance to people 

at sea. Drinking water with a bad colour, an insipid taste or smelling 

of diesel causes great distress and discontent among seamen. Responsibil

ity for maintaining storage tanks in a clean condition usually rests 

with the ships engineer. Most engineers have emergency facilities for 

,the chlorination of the drinking water supply. 

The wholesomeness of the Dublin Water Supply is well known among 

the seafaring community. Facilities exist at the quaysides for piping 

water aboard vessels. Regular sampling for chemical and microbial 

examination is carried out and the results are uniformly good. 

Samples Taken Chemical Analysis Microbial Examination 

From Irish vessels 

From Foreign vessels 

'From Quayside Installations 

18 

9 

7 

18 

6 

Nil 

Three samples taken for microbial examination from Irish vessels 

yielded results which were less than perfect and indicated slight cOD

tamination. However, repeat sampling from these vessels, after tanks 

had been flushed, yielded good results. A complaint by the crew of one 

foreign ship of a diesel taste to the drinking water was not borne out 

by chemical analysis. 

CREWS PROVISIONS 

Accommodation, food and water for the crews of Irish registered 

vessels were examined in accordance with the requirements of the 

Merchant Shipping Act 1906 and Section 68 of the Health Act 1953:-

Crews provlSlons and accommodation aboard nine Irish ships were examined 
on 22 occasions and were found satisfactory. 

Crews water supply aboard seven Irish ships was sampled for chemical 
analysis and microbial examination on eighteen occasions. Three un
satisfactory results are referred to under the preceding heading. 

In addition, ,crews accommodation and provisions were examined 
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aboard 69 foreign registered vessels. Drinking water sampled is 

referred to under the heading. Informal to abate 

structural sanitary defects were served on the masters of two foreign 

vessels. Informal notices were also served on the masters of two foreign 

vessels to cease the discharge of waste water which was splashing the 

quayside. 

DISPOSAL OF SHIPS SWILL 

Arrangements were made for the rembval of swill from 30 ships. 

Total number of visits made was 44 . 

The Foot & Mouth Disease (Disposal of Swill) Order 1937 forbids 

the removal of swill from ships in port unless by an authority licensed 

by the Department of Agriculture. The Dublin Corporation is the 

authority licensed for this purpose in relation to Dublin Port. 

This facility has enabled the Port Health Service to arrange for 

the collection and safe disposal of swill on a limited scale, from 

visiting naval vessels, cruise liners, and other vessels remaining in 

port for more thana couple of days. Vehicles used for this purpose 

are afterwards disinfected by the Boards' Disinfection Service. Because 

of their limited resources the Cleansing Department can supply a vehicle 

for this purpose only during "overtime'! hours. Likewise, the Disinfection 

Service can attend after 5.00 p.m. only. 

These restrictions have made it difficult for the Port Health 

Service fully to meet ~ts ~bligation to shipping companies operating 

through Dublin Port. Ships cannot prolong their stay in port solely 

to avail of our "evenings only" swill collecting service. Swill is 

usually stored in plastic sack~ on deck and if disposal facilities are 

not available it is dumped at sea. Disposal at sea is a traditional 

and widespread practice. Several developments over recent yea~s and 

months will inevitably, lead to a total ban on this practice. 

(1) Sea-faring nations are at present in conference tryiDg to up

date th~ law-of-the-sea and ih -particular to agree on means of 

pollution control in respect of vessels at sea. 

(2) Shipping Companies operating passenger-carrying vessels are 

inundated with complaints from passengers who have observed 

/ '" '" '" 



galley waste being thrown 'overboard. Persons and·groups who are 

interested in conservation are far more vocal than heretofore. 
\ 

(3) The management board ~f the B + I have taken a strong environmenta

list stand on this issue and have prohibited all their ships crews 

from dumping waste at sea. 

(4) New vessels launched recently are provided with storage facilities 

for galley waste, as well as, sewage retention tanks; an indication 

that ship owners anticipate strict anti-pollution regulations. 

For instance, all vessels plying the St. Laurence seaway must have 

such storage facilities. Dumping of any kind is prohibited. 

The long-term objective must be an incineration plant in the 

Port & .Docks Board area. It is felt that resources must be found to 

provide a waste disposal facility worthy of a port of the importance of 

Dublin. 

IMPORTED FOODSTUFFS 

Bulk cargoes - grain, coffee and cacao beans, potatoes, 

fruit examined for insect and rodent spoilage . ............. 36 

Containerised consignments - mainly canned, bottled or 

packaged goods examined .............................•...... 112 

Samples submitted for chemical analysis .................... 13 

Bulk cargoes admit of a fairly leisurely inspection while the ship 

is being discharged. All bulk cargoes examined were found free of rodent 

or insect contamination. 

Because of rapidity of handl and movement of containerised goods 

only spot checks are possible. The vast majority of such consignments 

are from established sources and are of a uniformly high standard. No 

damaged foodstuffs were discovered in containerised consignments. 

Special care was taken in examining primary products from tropical and 

sub-tropical sources. These are traditionally associated with weevil 

and mite infestation. The apparent improvement in recent years is, no 

doubt, due to advanced methods in grading and packaging. All samples 

submitted for analysis were satisfactory. 

/. ',' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
/ 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
.'. 

• 
I 

• 

• 

!' 

( 42) 

AIRPORT 

Dublin Airport is a "Sanitary Airport", that is to say, it has 

fully served health fa6ilities including health inspection. 

Food Hygiene Inspections of various Airport 
catering establishments ............................ III 

Informal Notices served 1 

Samples of flight meals taken for 
microbial examination •............................. 16 

Samples of other food materials taken for 
cbemical analysis ~ ................................ . 

Aircraft galleys inspected 

Rodent Control inspections 

Offices Premises inspected 

....... .; .................. . 

Water samples for chemical analysis: 

from aircraft 

6 

16 

8 

4 

1 

from aircraft watering points .... ~..... 1 

from catering establishments 

Water samples for microbial examination 

5 

from aircraft;......................... 1 

from aircraft watering points ........ . 

from catering establishments .......... . 

Swabs taken for microbial examination 

from catering establishments 

1 

6 

14 

Import Food Cargoes examined ........................ 5 

Samples of same taken for microbial examination ..... 

Food complaints 

5 

1 

All food samples and swabs taken for microbial examination were 

found to be free of the organisms of Salmonella, Shigella, Clostridium 

Welchii and other food pOisoning groups. Samples of uncooked chipped 

potatoes were found to have an excess of preservative. Appropriate 

warnings were issued to the supplier and further sampling proved 

satisfactory. 

SAFETY 

No serious, less serious or minor accidents occurred among the 

Port Health staff. 

------******------
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WRITTEN REPORTS & RECORDS 

Health Inspectors, like many other outdoor officers, spend a con

siderable proportion of their time writing about their. work. 

It is essential, therefore, that the trainee health inspector should 

satisfy the requirement of being a person who can "observe and communicate". 

This attribute should be developed during the period of training. 

The service, for its part, should make the reporting system as simple 

and unlaborious as possible by the provision of a pro-forma reporting 

system as far as possible. 

However, experience teaches us that it is never possible to design 

a system to suit all forms of reporting and the expertise required in 

drafting and presenting the individual report will always be called for 

where precision and accuracy are demanded. 

The compilation of the Kardex system is now almost completed and 

thanks are due to the many health inspectors who supplied all the details 

for the various premises on record and especially to the office staff who 

took meticulo~s care in assembling and typing up the information. 

Despite the many back up aids, District Health Inspectors submitted 

3843 handwritten reports on Bastern Health Boa~d services. 

--------********--------
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HOUSING 

The health inspector's contribution to the local authority's 

Housing Programme makes a big demand on his working day. 

His knowledge of housing accommodation in his district must be 

such.as to ensure against unhealthy conditions and defects which breach 

housing legislation. 

The involvement may be divided into two areas: 

1. survey work in relation to sub-standard houses; reporting on unfit 

houses with a view to "representation" by the Dublin Medical 

Officer of Health. 

2. reports on applications for re-housing; reports on loans and 

planning applications for change of use; enforcement of housing 

Bye-Laws and control of statutory nuisances. 

Reports on the living conditions of applicants seeking accommodation 

create a constant demand on the service and a concentrated effort at 

periods when the housing list is assessed with a view to allocations. 

The Bye-Laws in relation to houses let for rent or other valuable 

consideration which were made under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1966, 

extends considerably the .health inspectors involvement. Its special 

difficulty, however, is that many of the 'flatland' houses are empty 

during normal working hours and landlords are mostly non-resident. 

By speCial resolution of An Coisde Teaghlachais, a report was 

prepared on married quarters of Army Barracks/in Dublin City. The 

survey was carried out by two Senior Health Inspectors following 

permission given by the Department of Defence. Details were as 

follows: 

South City 'I 

Two blocks were surveyed i.e. Cathal Brugha Barr.acks and Griffith 

Barracks. 

/ ... 
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Findings are summarised underneath. 

Cathal Brugha Barracks 

No. of No. Nos. olc Nos. olc Nos. olc Nos. Nos, Nos. 
flats inspected by c.c. only by sex i by c.c. Unfit Sub- fully 

only & sex Standard fit 

89 75 59 Nil 6 Nil 75 Nil 

84 
occup-
ied. I 

Griffith Barracks 

No. of No. Nos. olc Nos. olc Nos. olc Nos. Nos· Nos. 
flats inspected by c.c. only by sex by c.c. Unfit Sub- fully 

only & sex Standard fit 

36 24 11 1 Nil Nil 24 Nil 

24 
occup-
ied 

North City 

Arbour Hill Barracks (Flats) 

There are 88 flats and 6 houses contained in this complex. Seventeen 

of the flats are vacant .. The flats are 96 years old. They are built in 

two storey blocks; five blocks contain 12 flats each, two blocks - ten 

flats and one block - eight. 

Arbour Hill Barracks (Flats) 

No. of No. Nos. olc Nos. olc Nos. olc Nos. Nos- Nos. 
dwell ... · inspected by c.c. only by sex by c.c. Unfit Sub- fully 
ings. only & sex Standard fit. 

88 88 42 I 5 Nil 87 I 

-
Warrant Officers Quarters 

These are two storey semi-detached houses containing five rooms, in 

good repair but lacking bathroom and running hot water. 
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In addition, there are four modern houses built in 1978 to replace 

four demolished Warrant Officer houses - these houses are in excellent 

condition, containing all moder,n amenities. 

McKee Barracks 

All the-married quarters in these barracks are now vacant. 

McKee Park 

There are 88 dwellings in this estate. Built in 1958, they are 

set in blocks consisting of terrace and semi-detached houses containing 

six rooms and bathroom. They are all fit. 

Hereunder, are statistics in regard to operations of health 

inspectors for the, year under the Housing Acts 1966 - 1979. 

, Inspections in connection with re-housing:-

Dublin Corporation .....•... ; •..... 4360 

Dublin County Council ...••........ 319 

Dun Laoire Corporation .......•...• 7 
Other County Councils & Northern 

Ireland Housing Executive ..•..... 2 

Repeats ....... ; ....•.•.......•.... 997 

TOTAL ........•..•....••........... 5685 

Inspections for the purpose of loan applications .•... 205 

Inspections re. change of use or demolition ....•..... 148 

Inspections to determine condition of fitness •........ 170 

Houses reported on for representation by the 
Dublin Medical Officer of Health ...••........•....• 75 

Houses represented and subject to Public Enquiry...... 26 

No. of Demolition Orders ....•...•.....•..•.•..•.•.... Nil 

No. of Closing Orders................................. 25 

No. of und~rtakings accepted ............•.•.......... Nil. 

No. of cases deferred ....•.......•.................•. 1 

Inspec~ions under the Bye-Laws in relation 
to rented houses ...•............•.........•.••....•. 1700 

No. of written notices served for breaches 
of the Bye-Laws ......•.•.•..... ! •••••••••• ~ • • • • • • • • 278 

No. of Prosecu tions under the Bye-Laws. . . . . • . . . . • • . . . . 30 

Amount of fines imposed in Bye-Law prosecutions .•..... £218.25 

Amount of costs awarded ..... -••...•..•..•......•.. .' ..•. £150.00 

------******------
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PLANNING 

The concept of 'Prevention is better than Cure' is widely advocated 

and recognised though not always adhered to in practice. The principle 

is especially relevant in the case of planning proposals. For that 

reason all plans which are submitted to the Dublin Corporation as the 

'Planning Authority are sent for evaluation to our Plans Unit if they 

have an environmental health or hygiene significance. 

While these plans are examined by the UnitJ the views of the 

appropriate district health inspector and supervising health inspector 

are also sought as knowledge of local conditions and historical back

ground are essential to sound judgements. 

Where proposals are concerned with boiler installations J chimney 

heights or where there is possibility of excessive noise arising from 

th~ operation J the views of the Atmospheric Pollution and Noise Control 

Unit are sought. A similar arrangement exists where the views of the 

Chief Veterinary Officer and the Port Health Service are appropriate. 

The number of planning proposals dealt with by the Plans Unit 

for the year was IJ205. While this figure represents bulk plans, a 

large number of those referred to more than one premises. 

The following is a detailed breakdown of the proposals examined 

and reported ,on:-

Maisonettes, penthouses, mews dwellings, bedsitters, flats . ........ 213 

Factor ies, workshops, warehouses, stores ...•.•..•...••..•...•...... 

Offices .................................................................................................................... .. 

Shopping Centres .................................................................................................... 

201 

318 

6 
Supermarkets and extensions. .......................•...•........•.. 2 

Shops - shop extensions (Non-Food) ........•........................ 133 

Showrooms ...... '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 22 

,Shops (Food) and Extensions ..............................•...•.... 16 
c 

Housing Estates, Single Dwellings - Extensions . ..................•. 89 

Credit Union Offices ................................•.............• 

Launderet tes - Dry Cleaners ..............•.....................•... 

4 

3 

Community Centres and Halls .............•..................•.•...• 14 
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Nursing Homes - Hospitals, Extensions ................................ 
Colleges, Schools, Extensions •.............•.........•... ~ .....•... 

Health Cent~es and Clinics, Extensions •.. ~ .....•.........•......... 

Hostels and Extensions .' ............................................ . 

Sports and Social Clubs and Extensions ...•......•.•.......•.....•.. 

Doctors - Dentists Consulting Rooms/Surgeries ..................... . 

Pool-Gaming and other Amunsement Premises inc. Discotheques ..••..•• 
" 

Restaurant - Snack Bars - "Take-away" Food Premises ...••••..•....•. 
, 

Bakeries ...................... , ................................................... ill ...................................... .. 

Works Can teens .................................. ill .... ill ........ ' .. ............ .. ill'" ........................ 'ill ........ .. 

Licensed Premises and Extensions .••••••••.....••..•••.•.•..•..••••• 
" 

Banks and Extensions .................... ill .................. ill ........ ill ....................................... .. 

Private and Commercial Garages - Filling Stations .....•.......••.•• 

Gas, Oil, P~trol Storage Tanks 

Boiler Plants - Incinerators ........•.•.....•••....•.........•••••. 

Hotels - Guesthouses 

Caravan (Home) Sites 

- Extensions .......................................... ill .............. ill ...... . 

Drainage Proposals - Septic T~nks ••..•.•..•..•....•....••...•.•...• 

Cinemas - Theatres ..••.......••. ~ •••.••.••..•.••..•••..•.•.......•. 

Private and Public Carparks .....••.....................•.•.•.....•• 

Coal Storage ......•.....•••..•.••....••.....•.....•..•.........••.•• 

Foreign Embassies + Extensions .••....•........•...•.•.••••...•..... 

Churches - Presbyteri~s .•.....•..••...••••.. ~ •.•..••.•.•......•..•. 

Butchers Shops -Bacon Factories .•... ~ .••...•.•.•..........•.•...•. 

Hailing Station (At Port) •••••.•...•..•..•.............•....••••..• 

Recor,ding Studios .••••.. ',' ........................................ .. 

Roller & Ice Skating Rinks .....•.....••.....•......••••..•...••••.• 

E.S.B. Sub-Stations ••........••....•.......•.•........••....•....•. 

Kilns (Timber Drying) .....••....... : ..•......•........ 1 ••••••• ' ••• ~ •• 

Stables .. ill ill .. ill ill .... ill ................ ill ............................................. ill .............. ill ........ ill ........ .. 

Veterinary Clinics ......•........•.................•...•.....•..... 

Funeral Homes ...••....•....• ~ .......••........•..........•..•.•...• 

Heal th Clubs ..........................•...••..•.••••••. : .......... . 

Art Centre ........ : ............... " .. iII .......................................... iII ............... iII ........... ill" 

Concert Hall ...•........ '. ' .•.........•...•••....•...••.•••..•. ' ....... . 

Abattoirs ••............•..... ~ .....••••••.•....•.................... 

Wax Museum ........ ill .... ill .............. ill .. 'ill ............................................. ,' •••••••••••••••• 

Radio Control Centre (Ambulance) .....•.......•...•....•.....•.••... ' 

Book-Makers (i.e. Turf Accountants) ••••••••• • -J • - - •••••••••••••••••• 

17 

17, 

\5 

4 

19 

12 

33 

70 
f " 

6 

6 

34 

8 

21 

, 8 

11 

14, 

3 

14 

5 

21 

3 

3 

.5 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

\ 
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floating Restaurant (Ship) with Dancing Faciliti~s ................ 1 

Creche 
'v Refuse Transfer Station .......................................... . 

Art Gallery ............................................ ' .......... . 

'1 

1 

2 

Dance Studio ...................................................... 1 

Smel ter ........................................................... . 1 

Telephone Exchange ................................................ 1 

Proposals referred to:. 

Port Health Section 6 

Chief Veterinary Officer ................... 14 

Supervising & District Health Inspectors .... 387 

Atmospheric Pollution Control 219 

Noise Pollution Control .................... 244 

Directors of Community Care ............... . 5 

------******------
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OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH'SERVICES, 

Control of Statutory Nuisances 

The term 'statutory nuisance' has never had a legal definition 

per.se. 'Nevertheless 'nuisances' are outlined in the following pieces 

of legislation. 

Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878 - Section 107 

Public ,Health Acts Amendment Act 1907 - Section 35 

Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1948 - Section 32. 

Section 110 of the 1878 Act lays down the procedure which the 

Sanitary Authority must follow on receipt of a complaint from certain 

categories of persons. One of these is the investigation of the complain.t 

through its authorised officer i.e. the health inspector. While many of 

the complaints made, relate to matters which do not constitute a statutory 

nuisance they are claimed to be a 'health hazard'. 

Again the law does not provide for any such general circumstances 

as. would amount to a 'health hazard' and these matters would have to be 

specifically prescribed for in some other statutory instrument or would 

have to fall within the sphere of being "a nuisance or injurious to 

health". 

ptatutory nuisances are ~ometimes referred to in layman's language 

as public health nuisances to differentiate between them and amenity 

or common law nuisances. The case law on statutory nuisances is quite 

interesting - e.g. 

"There must be an existing nuisance to bring a case within the 

Act and a finding by a magistrate that a drain was "leaking" 

not merely "leaky" was held to be sufficient as meaning that 

the leaking of the drain was.a nuisance, but there would have 

been no nuisance within the Act if he had found merely that 

there was a defective drain, for a defective apparatus though 

it may be 'the cause of a nuisance, is not itself a.nuisance 

(Farmer v. Lo~~)". 

It is sometimes alleged that a wider interpretatiop could be put 

on conditions giving rise, to a nuisance. In my view, this is not so · / ... 
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and if anything our interpretation and our decisions gained in Court 

are more liberal than those of the U.K. For example in 1976 in the 

U.K., it was decided in N.C.B. v. Thorne that a nutsance does not arise 

if the act or default complained of affects only the occupiers of the 

premises where the act or default tak'es'place. The common law require

ment that persons other than the occupiers must be affected, applied. 

"Where a nuisance arises from the want or defective construction 

of a structural convenience, the owner, and the 'owner only, is the 

proper party to serve with notice and subsequently to proceed against; 

an order to abate it by executing the necessary works may then be 

made on him, even though the premises in question are in the occupation 

of his lessee" (Parker v. Inge). 

Despite all this the health inspector reports constantly to the 

local authority on the existence of statutory nuisances, recommends 

" prosecution where abatement notices are not complied with and gives 

evidence in Court to establish the nuisance and gain a Court Order for 

the abatement of the nuisance. In so doing, the health inspector 

comparing the conditions as he finds them to one of the nuisances out

lined in the Sanitary Services Acts and other factots esiablished in 

case law and only when satisfied that these parameters exist does he 

recommend the service of a statutory notice. 

The following is a list of activities under the statutory 

nuisance procedures for th'e year. 

tions 

'premises in such. a state' ..................... 4134 

'drains in such a state' ....................•... 1087 

'animals so kept' ......................... ~. .... 97 

'accumulations or deposits' ...... , ...... , ......... . 2105 

'temporary ~wellings' ........................... 1061 

TOTAL ..•................ 8484 

Notices & Prosecutions 

Number of notices served requiring abatement of nuisances 
-
4134 

Number of prosecutions following failure to comply with 
abatement -notices ....... ~' ................... : .. : .. -~ ... ; . .. . 98 

Amount of fines imposed ......................... ~ ........... £166.20 

Amount of costs awarded ....................•................. £420.00 

---***;..--
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WATER 

Bacteriological and Chemical Sampling and Monitoring , 
Programmes for Drinking and Recreational Waters 

The World Health Organisation estimate that if the people living 

in underdeveloped co~ntries had a constant supply of pur~ drinking water, 

sickness would be reduced by 80%. To draw attention to this fact the 

W.H.O. has declared that 1981-1990 will be known as "The Water Decade". 

The main trust of programmes will be to help in the location of 

new sources of supplY, to advise on the purification and protection of 

waters now in use, and to provide practical aid and education to achieve 

these ends. 

Availabl~ water 1s not an unlimited resoOrce even in Ireland~with 

our abundant rainfall. Continued supplies depend on seasonal, climatic 

and demographic factors. Three points should be noted -

1. By the year 1990 it is calculated that the population of the 

Dublin conurbation will. reach 1,200,000. 

2. There is an increase in the amount of water used by each individual. 

3. 

The growth rate is put at 1.5% per annum. Forecasts predict a 

usage of 90 gallons' per head per day. 

In recent years ex~ended periods of dry weather have resulted in 

semi~drought conditions, with pictures of our depleted reservoir~ 

in newspapers and appeals to the public to use less water. 

" 

These factors cause a reduction of pressure in the service mains 

and consequently, high rise buildings or buildings at some distance from 

the mains cannot be assured of a continuing supply without domestic and 

industrial storage tanks. Too often, we find that these installations 

do not conform to Corporation standards and Bye-Laws, resulting in the 

contamination of the water by improper connections, siphonage or in

adequately protected tanks. 
I 
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Investigation of complaints made during the year revealed that for 

the most part they were justified but that the cause was usually contaminat

ion of the supply on the complainant's premises. Our sampling programme 

located a number of other instances of contamination. They included one 

large hotel (where two samples of water and two of ice were badly contaminat

ed), a restaurant, a bakery, a mineral water factory, a non food factory, 

and four public houses. In all cases, a considerable number of people 

were drinking polluted water, and again the cause was contamination of the 

supply after it was drawn from the mains. In one instance, four dead rodents 

were found by the Health Inspector in a storage tank. 

These dangerous conditions are brought about by emplqying unqualified 

people to do skilled work. The public should be made aware that bad 

plumbing practice can, and frequently does, result in the contamination 

of the water supply and illness to consumers. 

It is regrettable that these and similar cases of negligente by 

users, must be recorded year after year when we in Dublin are fortunate 
, 

i~ having a water supply and purification plant equal to the best in the 

world. 

Drinking Water & Bacteriological Sampling 

Water Treatment Plants: 

Samples were taken at the principal stages of water treatment 

at. the three waterworks serving the City. Ea~h was visited on twelve 

occasions during the year and thre.e samples, representative of each 

stage of treatment, were taken. The samples were examined by the City 

Bacteriologist for Presumptive and Faecal Coliforms, Salmonella and 

Streptococcal organisms. 

Total number of samples 108 

Results satisfactory at all stages. 

Serviced Areas: 

One sa~ple of fully treated water is taken daily from each supply -

Mon to Thurs. The sampling points are,planned to ensure that the entire 

city is covered by the programme. Health Inspectors ensure that samples 

/ ... 
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are taken from all premises where large numbers of people are gathered. 

In particular, hospitals, schools and premises manufacturing or serving 

['ood, are visited. 

Total number of samples 737 

Stations and Train Cars: 

A noteworthy improvement can be recorded in the quality of the water 

used for drinking and culinary purposes on our trains. This is due to 

tpe co-operation we received from the Chief Chemist, C.I.E., and his staff, 

together with better methods of loading.water on trains and an improvement 

in the cleanliness of the permanent way in stations. 

The problem is not completely solved however, due to the fact that 

one of the principal sources of contamination is the permanent way. This 

becomes soiled with faecal matter which is discharged directly from.the 

toilets whenever they are used. This occurs frequently ·in stations 

despite directions to the contrary. Water loading pipes become contaminat

ed if they make contact with the ground and they in turn contaminate 

the water. 

It was noted during the year the C.I.E. propose to build new 

carriages and we took the opportunity to make recommendations which would' 

solve this problem. This matter was referred to at some length in my 

Report for 1980 . 

I am satisfied that the loading of contaminated water at stations 
I 

outside the Dublin Area is no longer of major concern. The quality of 

all supplies has improved. However, samples containing faecal organisms 

still appear and we will continue to monitor. 

1980 1981 

Number of Samples 134 37 

Number with Faecal & Presumptive present 28 1 

Number with Presumptive only 26 4 

Number with no Coliforms present 80 32 

The reduction in sampling was justified on the basis of good results 

and as a consequence there was no need to take follow-up samples. 
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Dublin Sea and Airport: 

A total of 41 Chemical and 32 Bacteriological samples were taken. 

Details below -

SEAPORT 

Chemical Bacteriological 

Irish Registered Vessels 18 18 

Foreign Registered Vessels 9 6 

Quayside Installations 7 0 

AIRPORT 

Chemical Bacteriological 

Aircraft 

Watering Point 

Food Premises 

1 

1 

5 

BACTERIOLOGICAL SAMPLES AND THEIR SOURCES 

Water treatment plants .............. 108 

Dwellings ........................... 325 

Schools ............................. 17 

Hospitals and Nursing Homes ......... 13 

Mineral Water Factories ............. . 3 

Other Food Factories ................ 24 

Non-Food Factories .................. 18 

Restaurants .... '. .................... 77 

Hotels ................•............. 14 

Food Shops .......................... 175 

Non-Food Shops ...................... 8 

Trains .............................. 31 

~ailway Stations •................... 1 
, , '. ' 

lic~nsed Premises .....•............. 41 

Offices 

Brewery 

13 

4 

Labora tory .......................... 1 

Corporation storage tanks •.......... 5 

Discos 

Garage ........................................................... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

/ .. ,. ,. • 



• 
-. 

• 

.' 
, 

•• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
... 

1 

• 

(57) 

Hostel ........ .; ................................................ .. 1 

Football Ground ...•................. 2 

R.D.S .....•.....•................... 1 

Various Complaints.................. 5 

Ships Storage Tanks ..•....•......... 24 

Aircraft Storage Tanks '.............. 1 

Aircraft Complex 3 

TOTAL 917 

Of the 917 Bacteriological Samples taken 23 were found to be 

'unsatisfactory and unfit for human consumption due to the fact that 

~they contained faecal organisms. The type of premises from which these 

·samples were taken and the results are given below -

B. Coli per 100 c.c. 
Premises Presumptive Faecal 

Hotel - water - 25 2 

- ice - 1 1 

- ice - 1600 1600 

- ice - 600 250 

Restaurant - water - 3 2 

" 2 2 

Mineral Water Factory - water - 4 4 

Butcher Shop - water - 16 9 

Public House - ice - 3 2 

" 11 11 - - 900 900 
I 

11 11 - water - 1600 8 

Factory - water - 1300 800 

Factory - water - 50 50 

Football ground - water - 5 3 
-

Dwellings - water - 2 2 
!I " 3 3 

" " 2 2 
. - " " 

n .• 3 3 

" " 2 2 

11 
11 

2 2 
. 

" 11 5 5 
11 " 1 1 

" 
11 2 2 

.\ 

I. 

/ ... 
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The following results are also worthy of note -

Presumptive Faecal 

Bakery 9000 - 0 

Public House 250 - 0 

The District Health Inspector investigated each case and corrective 

action was taken. 

E.E.C. Directives concerning Surface Water Sources of Drinking Water. 

Our programmes of sampling are generally in accordance with what 

is eqvisaged in these Directives. 

The following 81 complaints were received and investigated. 

action was taken or advice 

Excess Chlorine ................... 4 

Brown Colour ...................... 5 

Dirty Water ....................... 48 

Polluted Water .................... 1 

Bad taste and colour .............. 10 

Cloudy fizzing water .............. 3 

Fleas in water .................... 1 

Smell & discolouration of water ... 2 

Sickness attributed to water ...... 1 

Hepatitis due to water ............ 1 

Suspected tank water ............. 2 

Greasy scum on water .............. 1 

Rash due to water .........•....... 1 

Lead in water........................ 1 

Drink Water: Chemical 

This sampling is undertaken (I) in the investigation of complaints 

in order to identify s6urces of poilution. (2) monitor the fluoride 

content of the water vide. Health (Fluoridation of Water Supplies) Act, 

1960 and Regulations. The latter samples were taken from domestic taps 

only and the results were sent to the Chief Dental Officer, Eastern Health 

Board. 

/ ... 
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Summary of Chemical Samples taken from Drinking Water Supplies 

Reason for Sampling No. of Samples 

Fluoride content 167 

Lead content 3 

Copper content 1 

Investigations - City 57 

- Seaport & Airport 54 
--

TOTAL 282 
--

Seawater 

The E.E.C. Directive concerning bathing water applies to one of 

our beaches i.e. Dollymount South. Sampling results are sent to the 

Department of the Environment. National limit valu~s for selected 

faecal organisms are used as standards. Herewith the values and the 

results. 
TABLE I TABLE IT 

Paramenters Limit Number Number Number Number Number 
value of failed failed failed passed 

samples on on on in all 
faecal total & faecal & respects 
limit faecal staph 

.only limits limits 
i 

Total coli- 5000 forms/lOOml. 

Faecal coli- 1000 forms/lOOml. 

Faecal 
Streptococci 300 9 4 1 1 3 /lOOml. 

Salmonellal 0 litre 

B. Coli 
Range for Presumptive Coliform Organisms - 17.to 6000. Mean 1857 1 100 c.c. 

Range for Faecal Organisms - 13 to 2500. Mean 1492.1 B. Coli 
100 C.c. 

Wi th regard to the seven organoleptic parameters, the waters Here 

satisfactory. 

I . .. 
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We also too~ 47 samples at nine other popular bathing places, viz. 

Claremount Beach 

Burrow Road 

Balscaddan 

Sandymount Strand 

Dollymount North 

Jamesons Pool 

Red Rock 

Bull Wall double shelter 

Bull Wall mens shelter 

Applying the national limit values for comparison purposes, the results 

are as follows: 

Number of Number Number failed Number failed Number 
samples failed on total & on total complying 

on Faecal faecal limits faecal & staph in all 
limit limits respects 
only 

47 11 6 Figures not 30 
available 

Range: Presumptive & faecal 4 to 16000 B. Coli/lOO C.c. 

Mean: 

Mean: 

Presumptive 

Faecal 

2245 

2047 

B. ColillOO C.c. 

B. ColillOO c.c. 

However, excluding twq sampling points which are close to each 

other and the ten samples which relate to them, the following figures 

apply 

Range: Presumptive & faecal 

Mean: 

Mean: 

Presumptive 

Faecal 

4 to 9000 B. Coli/lOO C.c. 

1067 

1237 

B. Coli/lOO C.c. 

B. ColillOO C.c. 

SWIMMING POOLS 

The following swimming pools are visited and inspected by health 

inspectors -

1. Iveagh Baths. 

2. College of Technology, Kevin Street. 

3. Guinness, Watling Street. 

/ ... 
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4. Pearse Park, Crumlin. 

5. C. B. S ", Parnell Road. 

6: Terenure College, Rathdown Drive. 

7. St. John of Gods, Island Bridge. 

S. Corporation Pool, Blackditch Road. 

9. Shopping Centre, Crumlin Road. 

10. Upper Rathmines Road. 

ll. Marian College, Ballsbridge. 

12. St. Michaels School, Merrion. 

13. St. Mary School for the Blind. 

14. Burlington Hotel, Ballsbridge. 

15. Irish Estate Management Pool, Mespil 

16. Markieviez, Townsend Street. 

17. Jurys Hotel. 

IS. Berkeley Court Hotel. 

Road. 

19~ E.S.B., South Lotts Road, - treated with 0 3 and CL 

20. St. Ann's School, Milltown. 

21. St. Brendan's Clinic, Sandymount. 

22 C.R.C., Vernon Avenue. 

23. Clontarf Sea Baths - Bacteriological only. 

24. Irish Life Centre Pool, Lr. Abbey Street~ 

25. St. Paul's, Raheny. 

26. Marine Hotel, Sutton. 

27. Belvedere College. 

2S. Sean McDermott Street Pool. 

29. Baldoyle Hospital. 

30. Northside Shopping Centre, Coolock. 

31. St. Vincent's C.B.S., Glasnevin. 

32. St. Joseph's School, Cabra. 

33. Mellows Road, Finglas. 

34. Corporation Pool, Ballymun Shopping Centre (County Area). 

Thus there are a total of thirty three (33) swimming pools at 

present operating in Dublin City; nine of which are owned and managed 

by Dublin Corporation. This means that there are 24 private pools with 

public facilities over which there is no statutory control. 

I consider that we should have some control of swimming pools at 

least something better than our present advisory service which could be 

I ... 
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terminated by refusing entry. In the short.term and as prelude to more 

more definite control, I have recommended to the Corporation that it 

should introduce a "Code of Practice" for ~wimming pools with partic~i~r 

emphasis on the quality of bathing water and public health protection 

of the bather. 

The following control measures should be included in the Code. 

1. A maximum number of bathers for any one time shouid be specified 

and adhered to. 

2 ~ It should be mandatory on the swimmers te> use: trye"pre-swimming 

facilities such as showers and disinfecting foot baths. 

3. Bathers should be encouraged to wear swim socks and caps while 

using the pool. 

4,. No unauthorised person should be ailowed on to the swimming 

pool deck. 

5. To achieve a suitable standard for bathing water, the following 

criteria should apply -

,(a) The pool floor should be visible as an indication of 
water clarity. 

(b) The pH should be in the range of 1.5 to 8.00. 

(c) The alkalinity reserve should be between 150 - 200 p.pm. 
(as Ca Co 3) • 

(d) Where chlorine is used to oxidise the ammonia derived. 
from bathers, a free residual content of 0.5 p.pm. to 
2.00 p.pm. should be maintained depending on bathing 
load. The bath should have a free residual chlorine 
of about 2 p.pm. before bathing begins each day. 

6. Each pool manager should arrange to have 'bathside tests' 

carried out at intervals (e.g. hourly tests wouid be desirable) 

to ensure, an acceptable standard of water based on the guide

lines of No. 5. 

A total of 62 samples of pool water were taken for Bacteriological. 

examination. Two contained faecal organism. B. Coli per 100 c.c. 

Presumptive Faecal 

None of the adverse .results applied to Corporation 

1 
io 

1 
70 

pools. 
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In addition, samples were taken for Ghemical analysis and five 

chemical tests are done by health inspectors at each pool on ~ach 

inspection. 

Traditional but Unauthorised Bathing Places. 

Samples of water were taken at the sites listed below. Results 

are appended. 

Site B. Coli per 100 c.c. 
Presumptive Faecal Streptococci Salmonellae 

Grand Canal 

Dolphins Barn Bridge 250 130 0 0 

Grand Canal 

Suir Road Bridge 1600 1600 48 0 

Swimming in these waters is unsafe. 
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OFFICES, SHOPS, & FACTORIES. 

Health Inspectors have enforcement functions under three separate 

pieces of legislation in dealing with satisfactory working conditions in 

offices, shops and factories. These are 

'I. The Office Premises Act 1958. 

2. The Shops (Conditions of Employment) Act 1938. 

3. Safety in Industry Acts 1955 - 1980. 

The office legislation applies to offices in which there are more 

than five persons engaged in clerical work. Six sets of Regulations 

are made under the Act to deal with matters such as overcrowding, 

temperature, washing facilities, cloakroom accommodation, lighting and 

sanitary accommodation. 

, Offices belonging to or in the occupation of the State are not 

exempted but enforcement rests with the Industrial Inspectorate of 

the Department of Labour as is the case of offices attached to factories. 

Office accommodation has improved over the years. The availability 

of office block accommodation has provided a much higher standard at 

least for the lar~er office staffs. There are still some sub-standard 

offices but these are mainly where less than five persons are employed. 

An improvement in this legislation would be the application of the 

Act to multi-owner offices. In other words, where there are a number 

of individual business occupying a building all with five or less than 

five persons employed. These should be ranked as multiple offices with 

responsibility placed on the owner of the building for facilities used 

in common. A responsibility should also be placed on office owners to 

notify the local authority when their offices come within the scope of 

the Act. At present it means continuous surveying.of office accommodation 

to identify thioffices which are within legal control. 

During the year 312 office inspections were made and notices 

were served where defects were found. 

All shops are subject to the requirements of Part VI of the Shops 

I ... 
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(Conditions of Employment) Act 1938. The requirements are far 

detailed than those which apply to offices. However, they do apply 'to 

ventilation, temperature, sanitary conveniences, lighting, washing 

facilities, seating accommodation for female staff, facilities for taking 

meals where provided. The term 'suitable and sufficient' is used ex

tensi vely in this control. Some health inspectors have expressed ,the 

view that legislation should be as detailed and specific as pos~ible. 

While this would be useful in most circumstances, it would leave little 

scope to the enforcement officer to use his expertise in applying legal 

requirements to the conditions he finds. On the other hand, it is 
, 

essential that there should be uniformity in requirements as lack of such 

could lead to varying standards and injustice towards proprietors. Where 

legislation is vague, as indeed it has to be on many occasions~ standards 

should evolve and codes of practice drawn up taking all relevant interests 

into consideration. 

In the case of comfort conditions in shops, the standards are 

generally high and most problems arise in regard to heating (under heat

ing and over heating) and lack of adequate and suitable ventilation. It 

is difficult at times to satisfy the requirements of persons of different 

age groups and health conditions. Health Inspectors couple inspections 

under this Act with inspections under food legislation where appropriate. 

The total number of inspections under the Shops (Conditions of 

Employment) Act 1938 amounted to 2998 . 

The health inspector's control in factories (other than food 

factories has been limited to the enforcement of Section 17 of the 

Factories Act 1955 which deals with adequacy of sanitary accommodation 

and with Sections 91 & 98 of the Act which deal with outworkers and 

display of the Act abstract respectively. . I 

The Factories Act 1955 was amended by the Safety in Industry 

Act 1980 and both Acts may now be cited as the Safety in Industry 

Acts 1955 - 1980. A Commission of Inquiry on Safety, Health and Wel-

fare at work has been set up by the Minister of State at the Depart-

ment of Labour. The views of the local authority were sought and 

given during the year. My view is that the health inspectorate could 

make a greater contribution to health and welfare in the workplace than 

ha& been required of it to date. The Gowers Committee and Robens 

/ ... 
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Committee who examined the position in England felt' that mo~e responsibil

ity should be given to the local authorities as it was necessary to 

stimulate local interest in these matters. 

There were 211 factory inspections under this legislation during 

the year. 

Burial Grounds 

Burial grounds in the city come under the control of the Burial 

Ground Regulations 1888 which were made und~r the Public Health (Ireland) 

Act 1878. These are inspected "for the protection of the public health 

and maintenance of public decency". Most of the sma~ler burial grounds 

are closed. Nevertheless, in most cases of official closures, some 

exemptions are made. These are specified generally in regard to 

(a) widows or widowers where deceased partners in marriage are interred, 

(b) married couples of whom one is of advanced age, (c) the last sur~ 

viving member(s) of a family who is/are of advanced age, (d) persons 

to whom in the opinion of the local authority, exemption should be given 

for other reasons. 

One of the conditions to be observed by persons who have been 

given entitlement to burial in a closed graveyard is that the Medical 

Officer for the area is satisfied that the burial can be carried out 

without offence against public health or decency. This involves health 

inspectors supervising grqve testing at short notice. 

In the case of exhumations, a very definite procedure has to be 

followed which requires the presence of a health inspector at the 
/ 

exhumation. 

The number of inspections of Burial Grounds this year was 43 

and the number of graves tested was 12. 

4 exhumations took,place under the supervision of a health 

inspector. 

In recent years, the practice of hand digging of graves has 

diminished in the Dublin area. The use of the J.C.B. to make grave 

openings has increased considerably especially in the larger graveyards . 
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While this change has iightened the burden for-gravedi~gersi the 

use of heavy machinery has had a deteriorating effect on the maintenance 

of graves causing sUbsidence of- surface soil in many instances. . ... 

Offensive Trades 

Offensive trades are controlled under-the Bye-Laws with respect 

to Offensive Trades (1970). 

An offensive trade means "the trade or business of blood boiler, 

bone boiler, fell monger, soap boiler, talIon melter,'tripe boiler, 

gut manufacturer, dealer in rags, dealer in bones, dealer in uncured 

skins, dealer in any two or more of the matters of rags, bones and un

cured skins, blood drier, tanner, leather dresser, glue maker, fat 

melter or fat extractor, size maker or gut scrape~." 

There are 13 offensive trades in Dublin City categorised as follows: 

Soap boiling ............. 1 

Tripe boiling 
& gut scraping •.•.•.•... 2 

Gut scraping ..••••••• ~ •. 3 

Fat mel ting •.••••••• ,... 2 

TalIon melting ...•.•.•.• 1 

Fell mongering ..•....... 3 

Dealer in rags ., ..... ,.. 1 

The Offensive Trades were inspect~d on 41 occasions this year. 

Piggeries 

There are 53 piggeries at present, in Dublin City and they were 
~ I 

inspected in total on 376 occasions this year. These inspections concerned 

control of nuisances and control under th~ Bye-Laws for the Keeping of 

Swine (1969), Piggeries within the city and in close proximity to dwelling 

houses have always been a problem and it has been the policy to pha'se 

them out for some years. 

Some pigkeepers,have given up the business or ,found agreement with 

the local .authority and have either closed their piggeries or.transferred 

to farming areas. 

/ .. , 
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A hard core of pigkeepers, however, wish to continue with the 

business of keeping pigs~ claiming ~hat in many cases the business has 

been operated by the family for years and long before the neighbouring 

houses were built, in some cases. 

Bye-Law 2 of the Bye-Laws for the keeping of Swine lays down -

(1) the owner or person in charge of any swine or the occupier of 

any premises shall not, without the consent. in w~iting o~ the 
, , 

Corporation, keep swine or deposit or suffer to be deposited 

any swine I s dung. , 

(i) within a distance of 200 feet from 

(a) any dwellinghouse. 

(b) any 'shop, food premises, factory or other like place. 

(c) any school, hospital, institution, place of public 
worship or public assembly. 

This Bye-Law also prohibits the keeping of swine within 100 ft. from 

cowsheds and dairies or in situations where pollution could be caused to 

water supplies used for drinking or food manufacturing. 

While this appears to give the local authority sufficient control 

to deal with piggeries in the city, it must be appreciated that the 

penalty for breach of the Bye-Laws is £5.00. For continuing offences 

a further penalty of £2.00 for each day may be imposed. However, the 

Court may adjudge the payment as a penalty of any sum less than the 

full amount of the figures prescribed. 

Derelict Sites 

Sites which contain buildings or are free of them and which are 

neglected or ruinous, dilap~dated or dangerous buildings which are not 

used as dwellings; and which are likely to become injurious to health 

or to the amenities of the neighbourhood may be considered for action 

under the Derelict Sites Act 1961. Community and Environment Department 

of Dublin Corporation issued a special report to the Chairman and 

Members of An Coispoiri Coiteann on derelict sites at the close of 1979. 

This arose from a resolution passed by the then City Council. Following 

this a separate Section was established in the Community & Environment 
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Department to deal exclusively with derelict sites. 

Health Inspectors made 42 inspections of alleged derelict sites in 

1981 and reported where ap~ropriate t; the Corporations special section 

on them. 

Places of Public Resort 

Under this heading 58 inspections and reports were made. These 

mostly concerned enquiries to satisfy the Courts before granting of 

licences under the Gaming & Lotteries Act 1956. 

Milk & Dairies Acts 

The majority of work under these Acts is the concern of the 

Veterinary Section, Dublin Corporation. However, health inspectors 

deal with any relevant matters when carrying out inspections of retail 

shops under the Food Hygiene Regulations 1950/71. 

Health Section - Dublin 

There are five health inspectors allocated to this Section. They 

are involved in operations under the Milk & Dairies Acts 1935-1956 and 

Food Hygiene Regulations 1950/71. One of the health inspectors is 

concerned with milk sampling and also provides an epidemiological 

follow up service for the Dublin Medical Officer of Health. 

Other (unclassified) 

for the Local Authority came to 5631. 

Written Reports 

As in the case of written reports for the Health Board, a con

siderable amount of time is spent by health inspectors in writing about 

their inspections. The total number of written reports made by district 

health inspectors for the Corporation of Dublin Service in 1981 amounted 

to 6631. 

-----*****-----
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION 

and 

NOISE CONTROL 

1st April, 1981 

to 

31st March, 1982. 

\' 

---~--******------

Abstraction and quotations of matter permitted, provided that due 

acknowledgements, including the name and address of the Unit, are made. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The work of the Atmospheric Pollution and tiJoise Control Section 

involves -

(a) Legislative Control 

(b) Monitoring of Suspended Particulates and 
Sulphur Dioxide 

( c ) Monitoring Atmospheric Lead and Lead in 
Surface Dust 

( d) Noise Control 

(e) Plans Scrutiny. 

Atmospheric Pollution: 

This is caused by the combustion of coal, oil and turf in power 

stations, factories, commercial buildings, dwellings and by vehic~lar 

traffic. 

A secondary but increasingly important fuel is commercial waste. 

This consists of a wide range of wrapping and packaging materials with a 

high calorific value. More than 80% is ~ardboard and paper, 10 to 15% 

plastics and the remainder timber, and miscellaneous items, even including 

kitchen waste. It has been estimated that using a purpose built iricinerator, 

supervised by properly trained staff and bailing the waste in a compactor 

to ensure consistancy of the combustable material, the calorific value 

of the waste is equivalent to coal or dried turf. With an efficiently 

designed plant, heat recovery rates are high and if attached to the central 

heating and processing sections of a large enterprise, can make an important 

contribution in reducing the cost of bought energy. As a large city 

department store must dispose of about 2~ tons of waste material per day, 

savings can be considerable. Most centre city firms are taking this option 

due to the increasing cost of land fill, lack of suitable sites and transport 
.; 

and handling costs. Existing units are well maintained and supervised by 

trained staff. Combustion is controlled and efficient. Atmospheric 

pollution is minimal. 

Sulphur Dioxide: 

Nearly all fuels contain sulphur. It is released to the atmosphere a~ 

Sulphur Dioxide when the fuel is burned. Concentrations found in the 

atmosphere depend on the number and size of local sources, chimney height 

and meteorological conditions. Because of its harmful effects on human 

health and the environment, it is regarded as one of the principal atmos

pheric pollutants. 

I ... 
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Suspended Particulates: 

These are defined as all parti~ulate matter which is too small in 

size to be materially affected by gravity and therefore remains suspended 

in air. They include products of incomplete combustion of fuels, fine 

ash and dust. Under normal conditions they are dispersed by air turbulance. 

Grit, Dust and Ash: 

These are particles which are affected by gravity and are usually 

deposited near the point of emission. They are produced by' inefficient 

combustion or the burning of fuels with a high content of non-combustable 

material. Emissions cause a nuisance, loss of amenity and are inimical to 

health. 

MONITORING METHODS 

Suspended particulates and Sulphur Dioxide are measured in accordance 

with O.E.C.D. Method. Monitoring is carried out at 14 stations on a 

24 hour basis (midnight to midnight). Comparability of results with other 

E.E.C. member states is thus ensured. 

The sites were chosen to give a picture of the air quality in 

commercial, industrial and residential areas. Considered collectively the 

monitoring network results are representative of the air quality of the 

city. 

The network has been classified as follows:-

(a) Inner city, i.e. 8 stations which are located 
within the canals. 

(b) Suburbs, i.e. 6 stations located outside 
the canals. 

(c) Th~ entire network, which co~prises the 
14 stations. 

(The above include a station in Cabra West which is operational since 
, 

October, 1981. ,It was installed at the request of An Coisde Coispoiri 

Coiteann to assess the air quality in this area.) 

Four city stations are included with some other Ir~sh Stations in 

the E.E.C. Exchange of Information Programme relating to Atmospheric 

Poilution caused by certain sulphur compounds and suspended particulates 
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(75/441/EEC). They are South'Quay, Mount joy Square, Ballsbridge and Finglas. 

For monitoring purposes the eight port volumetric apparatus is used. 

A measured amount of air is drawn through a filter. The particul~tes 

present in the sample are retained on the filter face and form a stain. 

The darkness of the stain depends on the weight of the material collected. 

The concentration is estimated by measuring the darkness of the stain with 

a Reflectometer. A calibration relating the darkness of the filter stain 

to the weight of the particulates deposited on the filter, is used to 

calculate the concentration of the particulates. 

'The Sulphur Dioxide concentration is estimated by passing the same 

measured air sample through a 1% solution of Hydrogen Peroxide in a 

Drechsel bottle where the sulphur dioxide is converted to sulphuric acid. 

The amount of acid is determined by titration with a standard alkali 

solution (see appendix 1 for details of instrument). 

The siting of the monitors was decided after seeking advice from a 

Consultant of Warren Spring Laboratories, Department of Industry, England. 

These Laboratories co-ordinated the National Air Survey in the U.K., and 

are internationally recognised authorities on air pollution. They also 

advised us on laboratory quality control. Our methods of analysis are in 

accordance with their guidelines, which are based on 'procedures laid down 

in B.S. 1747, parts 2 and 3, and the O.E.C.D. Method. Results so produced 

are accepted by the E.E.C. (see O.J. L229/35. 30/8/80 and W.S.L. National 

Survey of Smoke and Sulphur Dio~ide 1966 and Advisory Handbook on Quality 

Control 1979). (See appendix 2 for details of monitoring sites). 

We have remained in contact with the Laboratories and they have kept 

us updated on developments. Personnel from the Unit visited Warren Spring 

in 1981 to discuss new techniques in Atmospheric Lead and Lead in Surface 

. Dust monitoring and sampling. 

During the years 1976/1977, over a period of fifteen months, our, 

monitoring methods and laboratory quality control standards were scrutinised 

by officials from the E.C.C. Laboratories, Brussels. As part of their ' 

enquiry they set up moriitors.in parail~l with a number of ours, using 

their own reagents and filters (Comparison Stations). The chemical samples 

and filters were sent to the Brussels Laboratory for examination using 

/ ... 



procedures identical to ours. We then forwarded to the Laboratory the 

results of our analysis for comparison with the controls. 

In a comment on our network and standard of operation the Commission 

des Communautes Europeennes stated: 

"Ireland has a network based on local organisation but with an 

internationally accepted technique for strong acidity and black 

smoke*. The network t apart from Dublin itself is small and 

pollution levels are relatively low." Ref. Commission des 

Communautes Europeennes, Environnement et Qualite de la vie, 

Exchange 'of Information concerning Atmospheric Pollution by 

certain sulphur compounds and suspended particulates in the 

European Community, Annual Report for January to December, 1976. 

(* The expression "strong acidity" refers·to a measurement 

technique for sulphur compounds and is defined by the Commission 

as "measurement of 'strong acidity' expressed as S02 equivalent".) 

As a member of the European Community, Ireland must comply with the 

air quality standards for Suspended Particulates and Sulphur Dioxide as 

defined by the Directive of 15th JulYt 1980.· A policy of continuous 

assessment by a method approved by the Community is therefore essential. 

Grit, Dust and Ash: 

These particles are monitored at two sites, one off James's Street 

and the second at Clanbrassil Street. Information on deposits in 

different parts of the city can be obtained using these instruments. 

The British Standard deposit gauges now in use have been demonstrated 

to be inaccurate as "blow out"of particles deposited on the collecting 

bowl occurs. (see appendix 3). 

We therefore intend to replace these units with the I.S.O. gauges 

(see appendix 4). "Blowout" is less likely to occur with this instrument. 

Two are on order. 

We are aware of the need to keep the extent and type of our 

environmental monitoring under review in order that we can anticipate the 
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informations requirements of the Dubiin Corporation, the Department of the 

Environment and the E.E.C . 

Dublin Corporation was the first local authority in the State to 

monitor air pollution. The Unit was established in 1963 and s~affed by 

Health Inspectors and operated under the control of the Chief Health 

Inspector. Since its foundation we have acted as consultants to other 

local authorities and have organised training courses for their staffs. 

A good working relationship has been established and maintained with other 

bodies engaged in this and similar work, both in the local authorities 

and irt private industry. This helps in problem solving and ensures a free _1 

flow of information. 

, 
ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION - LEGISLATION 

The principal legislation is'the Control of Atmospheric Pollution 

Regulations 1970, made under Section 10 of the Local Government (Sanitary 

Services) Act, 1962. Health Inspectors are authorised officers under this 

Act, and enforce the Regulations. The Explanatory Note attached to the 

Regulations reads: 

. . , : . 

"These Regulations set limits on the length of time during which 

smoke of varying degrees of darkness'may be emitted from a premises 

other than a private dwellinghouse and make it an offence to emit 

smoke, dust, grit, gas or fumes from such a premise or from any 

public place in such a quantity or manner as to be a nuisance 

to persons in any premises in the neighbourhood. The Regulations 

provide that it will be a good defence to show that the best 

practicable means have been taken to minimise the emission". 

rhe following is a summary of Enactments and Directiyes' concerned 

with Atmospheric Pollution together with the enforcement authority. 

Local Government Sanitary Services Act~ 1962 and The Control 
of Atmospheric Pollution Regulations, 1970: 

Enforcement Authority - Dublin Corporation (or other Local 
Authority) Health Inspectors . 

/ ... 
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~lanning Acts and Regulations 1963 - 1976 

Local Authorities as Planning Authorities, on the advice of the 
Atmospheric Pollution Onitimpose conditions on developments, 
designed to control emissions from them. 

Alkali, etc., Works Regulations Act, 1906. 
Applies to works named in the Act which are known to discharge 
noxious or offensive gases. 

Enforcement by Chief Alkali Inspector, Department of the Environment. 

Road Traffic (Construction, Equipment and use of Vehicles) 
Regulations 1963. Refers to emissions of gas and smoke from 
vehicles. 

Enforcement by Gardai. 

E.E.C. Directives 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Council Directive of 15th July, 1980 on air quality limit values 

and guide values for Sulphur Dioxide and Suspended Particulates. 

The Directive makes it mandatory on member states to take 

appropriate measures to ensure that as from 1st April, 1983, the 

concentration of Sulphur Dioxide and Smoke are not greater than the 

limit values given in'the Directive. 

E.E.C. Directive of 30th May, 1978 relating to the lead 

content of petrol. 

liThe maximum permitted lead content of petrol 
as from 1st January, 1981, will be 0.4 grams/litre". 

In the case of Ireland, there is a derogation from this level 

for a five year period without, however~ exceeding 0.64 grams/litre. 

E.E.C. Directive relating to the Sulphur content of certain 

liquid fuels dated 24th November, 1975. 

This Directive refers to gas oil and requires Member States 
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to take the necessary steps to ensure that in the case of Type A 

gas oil the sulphur content does not exceed 0.3% by weight as 

from 1/10/1980. Sulphur in ,Type B gas oil must not exceed 0.5% 

as from 1/10/1980. Ireland has a derogation on Type B until October, 

1985 which allows a maximum of 0.8%. 

COMPLAINTS: 

During the year 169 complaints were received. Of these, 73 were 

dealt with by the District Health tors~ The majority were concerned 

with domestic and commercial central heating units. The remainder were 

investigated by this Unit. Appropriate action was taken or advice given. 

Details below: 

Domestic central heating units 

Commercial central heating units 

Metal processors 

Incineration of commercial waste 

Factory chimney stacks 

Hospital chimney stacks 

Hotels central heating stacks 

Schools central heating units 

Burning of domestic and garden refuse 

Laundry chimney stacks 

Dust and grit from sand blasting 

Burning of tar 'oil from storage tanks 

Written notices. (Domestic) central heating units. 14 

Verbal notices served 14 

Written notices. Commercial & Industrial 11 

24 

11 

12 

19 

11 

3 

2 

2 

7 

3 

1 

1 

96 

In the case of private dwellings the owners of the premises complaine,d 

of were usually co-operative and took the advice given by our Inspector, 

eventhough in some cases it could not be legally enforced. The remainder 

of the complaints referred to commercial and industrial sources. Advice 

was usually accepted by the offenders. However, a number of cases are 
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still under investigation. Some solutions recommended, require the 

I purchase and installation of new' plant or the modification of existing 

structures or machines. Others involve raising the height of chimney 

stacks. 

The burning of waste in Industrial Estates and some Shopping 

Centres 'without proper or adequate incinerator facilities continues to 

cause problems. 

Occasionally, we got complaints from members of the public who 

hold forth about pollution from vehicular traffic especially from Dublin 

buses. Reference is made to the state of city streets where bus route 

termini are located. 

We have to point out, of course, that the local authority is not 

responsible· for the control of atmospheric or noise pollution from 

vehicular traffic. This is governed by Road Traffic (Construction, 

Equipment and use of Vehicles) Regulations 1963 and are enforced by the 

Garda Siochana. 

-----*****-----
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MONITORING STATIONS 

Station No. 

1. 56 Dame Street. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

8.4 metres over ground level. 
Surrounding area commercial. 

R.D.S. Ballsbridge. 
5.4 metres over ground level. 
Commercial/Residential. 

8 Mount joy Square. Dublin Corporation Office. 
14.3 metres over ground level. 
Commercial/Residential - Monitoring commenced 1st April, 
1980. This Station is located adjacent to the former 
Eccles Street Station. 

Rathmines, Dublin Corporation Cleansing Depot. 
4.9 metres over ground level . 
Commercial/Residential. 

5. Custom House. 

6. 

7 . 

4.0 metres over ground level. 
Commercial/Residential/Industrial. 

Ballyfermot, Garryowen Road, Housing Maintenance Depot. 
5.0 metres over ground level. 
Residential. 

South Quay, Dublin Port and Docks, Hailing Office. 
3.8 metres over ground level. 
Industrial. 

8. Clontarf, St. John's National School. 
5.4 metres over ground level. 
Residential. 

9. 

10. 

East Wall Road. M/s Wiggins Teape Ltd. 
9.5 metres over ground level. 
Commercial/Residential - Monitoring commenced 1st April, 1980. 

Finglas, Dublin Corporation Cleansing Depot. 
4.1 metres over ground level. 

. Commercial/Residential. 

11. Cornmarket, City Laboratory, 10 Cornmarket. 
8 metres over ground level. 
Commercial/Residential. 

12. 

13. 

21 Aerbert Street, Cheshire Home. 
8 metres over ground level. 
Commercial/Residential. 
This Station is located adjacent to the former Baggot Street 
Station. 

Bluebell. M/s. LSnnox Chemicals, Bl~ebell Industrial Estate. 
6.8 metres over ground level. Monitoring commenced 1st-April, 1980. 

14. Cabra West. Broombridge Road, Maintenance Depot. Monitoring 
commenced October, 1981. 3 metres above grotind level. 
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EVALUATION OF DUBLIN AIR QUALITY 

For air quality evaluation purposes, it is usual to take the April 

March cycle as a reference period rather than the calendar year. This 
, 't 

enables us to treat the six months Winter Season (October - March) as a unit 

when space heating demands are likely to increase the levels of pollutants. , 

Up to and including last year our figures for suspended particulates 

were computed by using British Standard 1747. From April, 1981 we are 

using the O.E.C.D. Method. 

The figures relating to suspended particulates covering the past two 

years (1979/80, 1980181) have been converted from B.S.I. to O.E.C.D. values 

in order to facilitate comparison with this year's figures. 

The Directive of July 1980 prescribes that medians be used when 

comparing figures recorded with the limit values in the Directive. This 

is because means can be untypical if a small number of exceptionally high 
" 

or low measurements are recorded. The median, being a measure of central 

value, tends to rectify any imbalance caused by occasional peaks and troughs, 

thus giving a more representative picture of the overall levels (See 

Appendix 5). This year, because of the assistance given to us by the 

Computer Department, we are able to record levels in means and medians. 

Council Directive of 15th July, 1980 on Air Quality Limit Values for Sulphur 

Dioxide and Suspended Particulates 

In order to improve the quality of life and protect the environment, 

the E.E.C. Programmes of Action on the Environment of 1973 and 1977, provide 

that priority is to be given to measures against Sulphur Dioxide and 

Suspended Particulates. 

To achieve these ends pollution Limit Values were set which must not 

be exceeded in the territory of the Member States during specific periods, 

"Member States shall take appropriate measures to ensure that 

as from April, 1983 the concentrations of Sulphur Dioxide and 

Suspended Particulates in the atmosphere are not greater than 

the Limit Values given in Annex 1." (See Tables A and B). 
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The following is an account of thecoricentrations of suspend'ed 

particulates and su;phur dioxide as tec6rded by our thirteen monitorin~ . 
stations using the eight port volumetric apparatus and a sampling period 

of 24 hours - midnight to midnight, viz a viz, the community limit values. 

The highest figures recorded were:-

For Suspended Particulates 

For Sulphur Dioxide 

1812 ~g/m3 at Dame Street 

418 ~g/m3 at R.D.S.and 

Mount joy Square. 

The daily limit value for suspended particulates of not more than 

250~g/m3 for more than three consecutive days, was breached eight t,imes, 

i.e. 

3rd to 7th January, 1981 

'lOth to 15th January, 1982 

Once at one station 

Once at seven stations. 

The 98 percentile value was exceeded at one station, i.e. Station 

No. 3. 

Table C gives the days, months and stations at which any of the limit 

values were exceeded, as per Table B. 

The highest and lowest levels recorded at each station together with 

annual and winter medians, and number of days monitored are given in 

Appendix 6. 

/ ... 



The tables below give:

(1) The limit values 

(82) 

(2) The number of stations of the network of 13 meeting the values 

(3) The stations at which the values were exceeded. 

TABLE A 

Ref. Limit Values for Associated Value No. of No. of 
Period ~Sulphur Dioxide for s.p.m. Stations Stations 

meeting at which 
value values 

exceeded 

80 > 40 

(Median of daily-mean (Median of daily mean 11 2 
Year values taken through- values taken through- Cornmarket 

out the year) out the year) and 

120 (. 40 Dame St. 
I 

130 > 60 

Winter (Median of daily mean (Median of daily mean 
(1110 to values taken through- values taken through- All None 
31/3) out the year) out the year) 

180 ~ 60 

250 * >150 

(98 percentile of all (98 percentile of all 
,year daily mean values daily mean values All None 

(made up taken through9ut the taken throughout the 
of measur- year) year) 
ing periods 350 * ~150 of 24 hrs. 
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TABLE B 

Her. Limit Values No •. of No. of 
Period for,Suspended Particulates Stations Stations 

meeting at which 
value values 

exceeded 

, 
Year 80 

(Median of daily mean value All None 
taken throughout the year) 

, 

Winter 130 
, 

O/lO to (Median of daily mean values All None' 31/3) taken throughout the Winter) 

Year 250 * 
(made up of (98 percentile of all daily 5 8 measuring mean values taken through-. periods out the year) 7 exceeding 
of 24 hours) the value on 

3 consecutive 
day~ (one of 
these on two 
occasions) . 
. .one. exceeding 
the 98 per...; 
centile value. 

* Member States must take all appropriate steps to ensure that this 
value is not exceeded for more than three consecutive days. 
Moreover t Member States must endeavour to prevent and to reduce 
any such instances in which this value has been exceeded. 



, 
TABLE C 

DAYS, MONTHS, AND STATIONS AT WHICH LIMIT VALUES WERE EXCEEDED 

M Station Numbers , 
0 D 
n a 
t t 

1- 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
h e 

0 
C 17 1 
t 
N 
0 4 1 
v 
D 
e 10 
c I 11 
e 18 
m 20 1 
b 21 1 
e 31 1 
r 

1 1 
3 1 
4 1 

J 5 1 
a 6 1 
n 7 1 
u 10 1 
a 11 1 1 .1 T 1 1 
r. 12 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Y 13 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
14 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
15 1 1 1 
23 1 
24 

M 
a 4 1 
r 

13 
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Table below gives the Annual and Winter Medians for Smoke and S02 

for Inner City and All Stations for the past three years for comparison 
purposes. 

ANNUAL MEDIANS 

Inner City All Stations 
Year 

Smoke S02 Smoke S02 

1979/80 24 Ilg/m 3 54 Ilg/m 3 23 Ilg/m 3 44 Ilg/m 3 

1980/81 27 Ilg/m 3 48 Ilg/m 3
. 24 Ilg/m 3 42 Ilg/m 3 

1981/82 33 Ilg/m 3 73 Ilg/m 3 29 Ilg/m 3 62 Ilg/m 3 

WINTER MEDIANS 

Inner City All Stations 
Year 

.' 

Smoke S02 Smoke S02. 

1979/80 37 Ilg/m 3 59 Ilg/m 3 39 Ilg/m 2 50 f:1g /m3 

1980/81 40 Ilg/m 3 57 Ilg/m 3 . 37 Ilg/m 3 48 Ilg/m 3 

1981/82 54 Ilg/m 3 71 Ilg/m 3 51 Ilg/m 3 61 Ilg/m 3 
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Trends 

From the sear 1973/1974 to 1980/81 the general trend of figures 

recording atmospheric pollution in Dublin was downwards. This year's 

figures show a reversal of this favourable situation. 

As pointed out in last year's report, the low figures then recorded 

for suspendedparticulates was in the main due to very mild winter 

weather when less fuel was burned. 

The continued increase in the use of solid fuel for domestic and 

commercial space heating purposes in inefficient fireplaces and solid 

: fuel units, will inevitably result in a further deterioration in the 

quality of our air. In which case, this year's figures are likely to be 

repeated and perhaps exceeded given meteorological conditions similar to 

those experienced last winter. 

Contributory factors were:-

(a) Central heating chimneys that are too low and 

badly sited. 

(b) Turf fired commercial central heating plants 

. without grit arresters. 

Existing legal controls are not adequate to cope with the results of 

present trends in fuel usage. They must therefore be amended and extended 

to take cognisance of the nature of these fuels and the current state of 

technical knowledge regarding their efficient combustion. 

It is pertinent to state that the Atmospheric Pollution Regulations, 

1970 do not apply to private dwellings, the principal cause of low level 

particulate air pollution, and that it is a good defence for an industrial 

offender to prove that he used the best practicable means available to him 

to prevent a breach of the Regulations. 

Industrial grit, dust and ash emissions are a problem in some parts 

of the city and could be solved more readily if Regulations were made 

under Section 10 of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act, 1962. 

These could ~nclude provisions to licence premises and persons 

engaged in specified work or processes discharging pollutants into the 
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atmosphere and prohibit the engagement in such works or processes, persons 

other than licensed persons. The granting of licences should be a function 

of the local authority in whose area the business is carried on. Provision 

can also be made to cancel or suspend licences. 

I 

The E.E.C. Directive of July, 1980 not alone gives Limit Values' 

which are short term aims, and guide values as long term objectives, but 

they also require that steps be taken to prevent any significant deter

ioration in the qu~lity of air. 

In other words ~t is not sufficient to meet the standards of the 

limit values, but steps must be taken to prevent any increase in po~lution 
I 

levels. 

-----*****-----
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C-ompu terisation 

This year saw the commencement of, computerising data for the air 

pollution network in Dublin City. While our data' has been recorded on 

tape for forwarding to Brussels in the Exchange of Information Programme 

for the past few years, this facility was not available to the home 

network. 

Computerised data is of great importance for both ana,lysing and 

assessing trends. It will also facilitate the mo~itoring of results 

viz a viz - compliance with E.E.C. Air Quality Standards. 

As atmospheric pollution and meteorological conditions are closely 

related, we hope with the aid of the computer, tQ attach to our daily 

figures a meteorological record covering the same period. 

Negotiations are in progress with the Meteorological Service to 

enable this plan to proceed. 

The computer system allows the input on a video terminal of daily 

readings and values for each monitoring station. The computer calculates 

the concentration values for suspended particulates and sulphur dioxide, 

and displays the results on the scree'n. The results are then written 

away to the file. All the input and calculations data are accumulated in 

the Print Stream. On completion of input, a code signals the printer to 

issue the weekly report showing the input and calculations data for each 

station. 

The printer also produces a monthly calculation report, setting out 

the daily readings, values and concentrations. In addition, the monthly 

mean, median, highest, lowest and the day count values are available. ' 

The system is sectionalised into seven procedures viz:-

l. Weekly Update Procedure. 

2. Monthly Update Procedure. 

3. Monthly Summary Procedure. 

4. Seasonal Calculation Procedure. 

5. Annual Calculation Procedure. 

6. Amendment Procedure. 

7. Enquiry Procedure. 

-; ... 
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After entry into the system, any of the above procedures may be 

selected and the operations contained within the procedure can be 

activated. 

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere 

grat~tude to the staff in the Dublin Corporation Computer Department 

for their help and guidance in preparing the programme and their 

continued co-operation. 

-----*****-----
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

,The Local Government (Planning and Development) Act 1916 enable 

Planning Authorities to provide for measures to control air pollution 

in the case of new developments by formulating conditions which could 

incorporate emission standards, quality objectives for surrounding areas 

or restricting emissions. 

The Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 1976 amended 

some provisions in the parent Act (1963) in the light of experience 

gained in aspects of pollution control. 

In cases where it is thought likely that a planning proposal would 

result in atmospheric pollution or noise pollution, the Unit provided 

specialist opinion and advice to the Planning Officer which is subsequently 

incorporated into the planning conditions. 

1981 

Planning Proposals Referred 

Atmospheric Pollution Control 

Noise Control 

219 

244 
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ENVIRONMENTAL LEAD 

Two sampling· programmes to monitor ,environmental lead are in 

operation in the city. They are concerned with: 

Atmospheric Lead, and 

Lead in Surface Dust. 

The objective in both cases is to quantify the amount of lead in, 

the environment. They are also designed to locate sources, and when 

feasible, reduce orelimate deposits and ,suspensions of the metal. 

Atmospheric Lead 

It now generally accepted that up to 90% of atmospheric lead is 

derived from petrol driven engines (La~theret.al.). Industrial operations 

will, of course affect the area in their vicinity. Our monitoring network 

is sited on this basis. 

The proposed E.E.C. Directive, (Air Quality Standards for Lead) has 

not yet been agreed to by the Member States. This Draft Directive proposes 

a limit value of 2~g/m3 Annual Mean concentration. Our results are in 

compliance. 

The E.E.C. Directive (No. 78/611/EEC) of 29th June, 1978 prescribes 

that as from 1st January, 1981.the maximum lead levels in petrol shall be 

0.40 grams/litre. However, Ireland has. applied for and received a 

derogation and the Directive .will not apply until 31st December, 1985. At 

the time of writing, all petrol used in Ireland .isimported from Great 

Britain ready processed with a lead level of less than 0.40 grams/litre. 

We have six atmospheric lead monitoring statioris in the city. They 

.are located at: 

(1) O'Connell Street, 

(2 ) Pearse Street, 

(3) Kilbarrack, 

( 4 ) Alexandra Quay, 

( 5 ) Ringsend, 

(6 ) Dame Street. 

The sites were selected for the following reason~: 

O'Connell Street, Dame Street and 'Pearse. 

Street are locations with heavy traffic. 

/ ... 



(92) 

Ringsen'd is near a iead works. 

Alexandra Quay is at the Tara Mines 

Lead and Zinc loading jetty. 

Kilbarrack is a residential area. 

Atmospheric lead has been monitored in Dublin since 1974. In that 

year two stations were set up, one in O'Connell Street, a heavy traffic 

area; and the second at Templeogue, a residential area. The Templeogue 

station was operated for one year and low yield results were obtained. It 

was transferred to Kilbarrack where it is still in use. The O'Connell 

Street station has been in operation since 1974. 

Since June 1978, to date, we have had a station in Dame Street (Heavy 

Traffic) • 

In 1976, we operated a mobile monitor and took readings at the 

Custom House, North Strand, Sherriff Street and Fairview. 

We have succeeded in obtaining a suitable site in Pearse Street and 

a monitor has been in operation since December, 1981. In March, 1982 an 

instrument was sited in Ringsend. 

It will be noted that of the six stations at present in operation, 

three are in the city centre, one in a residential area and two near 

industrial processors. It.is hoped to expand the network in 1982 to gather 

information on levels in other residential areas. Monitors will also be 

used to survey suspected sources. 

Ambient levels can only be assessed by sampling continuously for not 

less than six months and preferably one year to allow for seasonal and 

meteorological variation. 

The monitors in use are all of a type that conform to parameters laid 

down by the E.E.C. They were designed by Warren Spring Laboratory, and 

are in use in other Community Countries. Our results are therefore 

comparable. 

The principle of the instrument is that of continuous, low volume, 

quantity controlled sampling of air. A membrane filter with a porosity of 

/ ... • 
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less than l~m, is exposed directly to the air. The filter holder is 

lOGated in a calming chamber to .eliminate turbulance at the filter face.· 

The quantity of air passing through the filter .is controlled by a limiting 

orifice which restricts the quantity of air to 4.9 litres per minute. Air. 

velocity within the calming chamber is constant at about 20cm/sec. A 

satisfactory particle impact speed on the filter face is thus ensured. The 

filter is changed every week and sent to the City Analyst for lead deter

mination (See Appendix 7 for details or instrumentl. 

The individual stations were commissioned as indicated below: 

Dame Street 

O'Connell Street 

Kilbarrack 

Pearse Street 

. Ringsend 

. Alexandra Quay 

April, 1981 

August, 1981 

·December, 1981 

January, 1982 

March, 1982 

March, 1982 

(Replacement of 
obsolete monitor). 

(Replacement of 
obsolete monitor). 

(Replacement of 
obsolete monitor). 

(Newly Commissioned). 

(Newly Commissioned) . 

(Re-Commissioned). 

Details of air monitoring results for the Dame Street, Q'Connell Street 

and Kilbarrack on Pages 96.,97,98. Pearse Street, Alexandra Quay and Ringse,nd 

stations are not in operation for the full term, therefore results are 

incomplete. 

Surface Dust Lead 

In May of this year, the Unit decided to monitor dust lead. The initial 

survey involved the taking of surface dust from eight nursery schools 

throughout the city and from one playground to evaluate the lead content of 

the dust. Six samples were taken from the environs of each school. In addition, 

two sites were sampled, one at Ringsend and the other at Bluebell because of 

their proximity to works involving the use of lead in processing. 

The schools are located in the following ar.eas: 

Harolds Cross, 

Ballsbridge (2) 

Killester 

Coolock 

Clondalkin 

Ballyfermot 

Kimmage 

The playground selecte.d was at Hill Street., 

I ... 
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Standards 

While there are no standards above which could be considered a 

hazard, there have been references to guideline figures, e.g. 

1. "(a) Road gutter dusts rarely exceed 0~5% or 5,000 p.p.m. 

in lead in the absence of industrial' sources; if 

heavy traffic is also absent, levels are generally 

below 0.1% or 1,000 p.p.m. 

(b) Within a few hundred metres by road of a lead works 

gate, levels commonly exceed 5,000 p.p.m. and may 

considerably exceed 70,000 p.p.m." 

(The Determination of Environmental Lead near Works and 

Roads in conjunction with the E.E.C. Blood-Lead Survey -

Warren Spring Laboratory 1978-79.) 

2. "There are no standards for lead in roadside dust but the 

results of 1061 samples included in the Birmingham Heavy 

Metal Survey indicated a median of 1,200 p.p.m. with a range 

of 1,000 to 4,000 p.p.m. for urban streets." 

(Joint Report of the Director of Environmental Health and Medical 

Officer for Environmental Health - Thorpe Blood'Lead Survey 1979.) 

OUR RESULTS 

Schools 

The results of analysis in relation to school sites were as follows: 

Mean: 

Range: 

Median: 

(Playground) 

Mean: 

Range: 

(ProceSSing Works) 

Mean: 

Range: 

987 p.p.m. 

20 - 4380 p.p.m. 

816 p.p.m. 

285 p.p.m. 

20 - 1355 p.p.m. 

17,033 p.p.m. 

2,260 - 54_000 p.p.m. 

/ .... 
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Thi~ Survey was repeated in October and involved 52 samples, the 

results of which are as follows: 

Schools 

Mean: 

Range: 

Median: 

Playground 

Mean: 

Range: 

Processing Works 

Mean: 

Range: 

670 p.p.m. 

15 - 2,216 p.p.m. 

.621 p.p.m. 

446 p.p.m. 

23 - 984 p.p.m. 

15,125 p.p.m. 

2,080 - 50,000 p.p.m. 

The Survey is being extended to monitor a total of 30 schools in the \ 

following areas: 

Chapelizod (2), Fairview, Westland Row, Templeogue, Parnell Square, 

Terenure (2), Harolds Cross, Ranelagh, Crumlin (2), Coolock (2), 

Glasnevin, East Wall, Sutton, Rathgar (2), Ballyfermot(2), Inchicore, 

Drimnagh, Clontarf, Beaumont, James' Street, Baldoyle, Marlborough 

Street, Whitefriar Str~et, Sandymount. 

This latter development was prompted by the Dust Lead Group which 

was established in June and is made up of representatives from the 

Department of Health and the Health Inspectorate; the' Public Analyst, and 

Dublin Medical Officer; Professor O'Donnell is Chairman of the Group. 

-----*****-----
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Atmospheric Lead 

Location: Dame Street, Dublin Heavy Traffic Street 

Sampling Period: 

Filter Paper: 

Continuous 24 hours daily sampling 

Millipore 47 m.m. size I 0.8 ~.m. pore size 

Sampling Method: Low Volume Sampling. 

Monthly Highest No'. of No. of Lowest 
Mean Daily Days Hours Daily 

Level Daily Level 

1981 

April 0.25 jJ.g/m3 0.4 jJ.g/m3 30 " 24 0.21 jJ.g/m3 

May 1.5 jJ.g/m 3 2.2 jJ.g/m 3 31 24 0.16 jJ.g/m3 

June 1.6 jJ.g/m3 2.0 jJ.g/m3 30 24 0.87 jJ.g/m3 

July 1.6 jJ.g/m 3 1.9 jJ.g/m 3 31 24 1.2 jJ.g/m3 

Aug. 1.06 jJ.g/m 3 1.9 jJ.g/m 3 31 24 0.47 jJ.g/m3 

Sept. 1.02 jJ.g/m 3 1.3 jJ.g/m 3 30 24 0.87 jJ.g/m3 

Oct. 0.86 jJ.g/m 3 1.1 jJ.g/m 3 31 24 0.39 jJ.g/m3 

Nov. 1.22 jJ.g/m3 1.7 jJ.g/m 3 30 24 0.75 jJ.g/m3 

Dec. 2.41 jJ.g/m3 3.2 jJ.g/m3 31 24 1.7 jJ.g/m3 

1982 

Jan. ' 1. 74jJ.g/m3 2.9 jJ.g/m3 31 24 0.12 jJ.g/m 3 

Feb. 1.4 jJ.g/m3 2.1 jJ.g/m3 28 24 0.12 jJ.g/m3 

Mar. 1.6 jJ.g/m3 2.9 jJ.g/m3 31 24 0.41 jJ.g/m 3 

ANNUAL MEAN FOR YEAR 1981-1982 

Annual Mean 1.36 jJ.g/m3 

\-Jin ter Mean 1.54 jJ.g/m 3 

Monthly 
Median 
Value 

0.23 jJ.g/m3 

1.5 jJ.g/m3 

1.5 jJ.g/m 3 

1.7 jJ.g/m3 

1.14 jJ.g/m 3 

0.96 jJ.g/m 3 

0.9 jJ.g/m3 

1.3 jJ.g/m 3 

2.3 jJ.g/m 3 

1.9 jJ.g/m 3 

1.3 jJ.g/m3 

1.5 jJ.g/m3 

, 
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Atmospheric Lead 

Location: 

Sampling Period: 

OIConnell Street, Dublin 

Continuous 24 hours daily sampling 

Filter Paper: Mill 47 m.m. size I 0.8 size 

Sampling Period: Low Volume Sampling 

Monthly Highest No. of No. of Lowest 
Mean Daily Days Hours Daily 

Level Daily Level 

1981 

April 1.18 IJ,g/m3 1.5 IJ,g/m 3 30 24 1. 2 IJ,g/m 3 

May 1.11 IJ,g/m3 1.2 IJ,g/m3 31 24 0.911J,g/m3 

June 1.23 IJ,g/m3 1.5 IJ,g/m 3 30 24 1.1 IJ,g/m3 

July 1.01 IJ,g/m 3 1.2 IJ,g/m 3 31 24 0.661J,g/m3 

AL!g. 0.65 IJ,g/m 3 1.3 IJ,g/m 3 31 '24 0.161J,g/m 3 

Sept. 1.02 IJ,g/m3 1.2 IJ,g/m3 30 24 0.911J,g/m 3 

Oct. 1.26 IJ,g/m3 1.3 IJ,g/m3 31 24 0.721J,g/m 3 

Nov. 1.36 IJ,g/m3 1.9 IJ,g/m 3 30 24 0.491J,g/m 3 

Dec. 1. 41 IJ,g/m3 2.0 IJ,g/m3 31 24 1.0 IJ,g/m3 

1982 

Jan. 1. IJ,g/m3 2.8 IJ,g/m 3 31 24 1.0 IJ,g/m3 

Feb. 1.05 IJ,g/m3 1.2 IJ,g/m3 28 24 0.841J,g/m 3 

Mar. 0.96 IJ,g/m3 1.5 IJ,g/m3 31 24 0.431J,g/m 3 

SUMMARY' OF ANNUAL AND WINTER MEANS 

FOR PAST EIGHT YEARS 
/' 

Year 1974175 1975176 1976177 1977178 , 

Annual 
Mean 2.35 IJ,g/m3 2.77 IJ,g/m3 2.90 IJ,g/m3 2.82 IJ,g/m3 

, 

Winter 
Mean 2.71 IJ,g/m3 3.421J,g/m 3 3.43 IJ,g/m 3 3.2 IJ,g/m3 

Year 1978179 1979/80 1980/81 1981/82 

Annual 
Mean 2.94 IJ,g/m3 1.41 IJ,g/m3 1.48 IJ,g/m 3 1.151J,g/m3 

Winter 
Mean 

(7 mths. 

3.3 IJ,g/m3 continuous 1. 40 IJ,g/m3 1.26 IJ,g/m3 
sampling -
Sept. to 
March. 

I 
Traffic Street 

Monthly 
Median 
Value 

1. IJ,g/m3 

1.03 IJ,g/m3 

1.1 IJ,g/m 3 

0.9 IJ,g/m3 

0.66 IJ,g/m 3 

1.1 IJ,g/m3 

1.3 IJ,g/m3 

1.1 IJ,g/m3 

1.6 IJ,g/m3 

1.1 IJ,g/m3 

1.1 IJ,g/m 3, 

0.96 IJ,g/m 3 
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Location: ' Kilbarrack Residential 
Sampling Period: Continuous 24 hours daily sampling 
Filter Paper: Millipore 25 m.m. size 1 0.8 j.l.m. pore size 

Sampling Method: Low Volume Sampling. 

Monthly Highest No. of No. of Lowest 
Mean Daily Days Hours Daily 

. Level Daily Level 

1981 

April O. j.lg/m3 0.36 j.lg/m 3 30 24 0.17 j.lg/m 3 

May 0.13 j.lg/m 3 0.18 j.lg/m3 31 24 0.095j.lg/m3 

June 0.15 j.lg/m3 0.19 j.lg/m 3 30 24 0.084j.lg/m3 

July 0.22 j.lg/m 3 0.27 j.lg/m3 31 .24 0.18 j.lg/m3 

Aug. 0.23 j.lg/m3 0.27 j.lg/m 3 31 24 0.14 j.lg/m3 

Sept. 0.32 j.lg/m 3 0.30 j.lg/m 3 30 24 0.22 j.lg/m3 

Oct. 0.29 j.lg/m3 0.44 j.lg/m 3 31 24 0.23 j.lg/m3 

Nov. 0.27 j.lg/m3 0.39 j.lg/m3 30 24 0.21 j.lg/m3 

Dec. 0.39 j.lg/m3 0.63 j.lg/m 3 31 24 0.21 j.lg/m2 

1982 

Jan. 0.28 j.lg/m3 0.54 j.lg/m3 31 24 0.12 j.lg/m3 

Feb. 0.17 j.lg/m3 0.24 j.lg/m3 28 24 0.11 j.lg/m3 

Mar. 0.30 j.lg/m3 . 0.63 j.lg/m3 31 24 0.08 j.lg/m3 

WINTER AND ANNUAL MEAN FOR PREVIOUS SEVEN YEARS 

Year 

Annual 
Mean 

Winter 
Mean 

Year 

Annual 
Mean 

Winter 
Mean 

1975176 

0.23 j.lg/m 3 

1979/80 

0.22 j.lg/m 3 

0.26 j.lg/m 3 

1976177 1977178 1978179 

0.24 j.lg/m3 0.17 j.lg/m 3 0.29 j.lg/m 3 

0.30 j.lg/m 3 0.23 j.lg/m 3 0.41 j.lg/m 3 

1980/81 1981/82 

0.41 j.lg/m3 0.25 j.lg/m 3 

O. j.lg/m 3 0.28 j.lg/m3 
, 

• 

' l 

• 
Monthly 

Median 
Value 

0.31 j.lg/m 3 

0.15 j.lg/m3 I 
0.14 j.lg/m 3 • 
0.23 j.lg/m3 ' 

0.24 j.lg/m3 

0.29 j.lg/m3 

0.28 j.lg/m3 

0.24 j.lg/m2 

0.28 j.lg/m3 

0.28 j.lg/m 3 

0.16 j.lg/m 3 

0.18 j.lg/m 3 

/ 
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NOISE POLLU1ION CONTROL 

Excessive noise is fast becoming a serious environmental health 

problem. The annoyance of the mechanical digger or the pneumatic 

drill is one which is familiar to all while noise from industrial pro

cesses, diesel engines and compressor motors all forms part of the picture. 

From the blare of the loudspeaker in a public place to the boom of the 

jet engine, excessive noise seems, at times, to envelope us completely. 

The problem then is one of being able to analyse noise from the 

point of view of human comfort and devising methods of controlling it to 

acceptable levels. 

Statutory Control: 

The Local Government (Planning & Development) Acts 1963-1976 

'form the only legislative control available to deal with noise as a 

nuisance. 

The principal control is contained in Section of the 1963 

Act as amended by the 1976 Act. This Section is divided into two parts, 

the first of which refers to noise in a public place or any premises 

which adjoins any public place and to which the public are admitted. 

In these cases, the Local Authority can take direct action to have 

a noise nuisance abated. The second part of Section 51 relates to 

cases where a public nuisance is not involved. In such circumstances 

the law requires that at least three persons residing or carrying on a 

business within the area serve a notice on the offender requiring him/her 

to abate the nuisance. While the local authority has no power to take 

direct action in these cases, nevertheless the Unit gives very P9sitive 

assistance to aggrieved persons by way of monitoring levels and advice. 

The main work of the Unit in regard to noise control is seen under 

three headings: 

(1) Complaints (2) Planning Evaluations (3) Road traffic surveys. 

During the year, 244 plans were .referred to the Unit for scrutiny 

with regard to noise control. Noise levels were recommended in connection 

"/ ... 
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with developments where necessary. A planning application for a roller 

disco in the city was of special interest. This was a first time 

enterprize and management undertook a progressive reduction of sound/ 

noise after consultation with the Unit. Measures included increasing 

the number of speakers and re-locating them nearer the roller skaters -

thereby allowing the amplification of the record player to be reduced. 

Subsequently, a noise limiter was installed. This is a device which cuts' 

the electric current to the player when an agreed noise level is exceeded 

by the disc/ jockey .. 

This is a very positive method of noise control and could be very 

effective in the case of high level bands. It is now the policy of the 

Unit to require that a noise limiter be installed where entertainment 

noise is likely to be a problem. 

Eight complaints made by the public concerned record shops with 

loudspeakers outside their doors. After verbal notices, the noise levels 

were toned down but there is always the problem of a recurring nuisance, 

in which case legal proceedings would have to be taken. 

Construction noise and roadworks can affect people living near 

the sites particularly when working hours 'extend beyond the daily norm 

and into the week-ends. Usually, it was possible to effect a reduction 

in the noise levels by re-locating noisy plant or screening it. 

Experience has shown that many complaints would never arise had 

the contractors/developers undertaken a simple public relations exercise 

and explained to residents why they needed to work late.or use noisy 

equipment and how long the job would take. It is important too that 

the same person in authority be available on a construction site to 

deal with complaints. 

Summary of Noise Complaints 

Garage/work shops ...........•.•.•...•.•.•. 2 

Band Practice ....•........................ 7 

Factory generator ..............•••.•...•.. 1 

Domestic oil fired c.h. unit .............. [, 

Record shops ........................•.•.•. 8 

Shopping Centre stand-by generator ........ 1 
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Fac tory fan ................... "............. 8 

Dance Halls ............•..••.••••••••...... ' 2 

D iSCD t S •.•...•••.•.•.•.•••..• "............... 8 

Plant Hire ................................. 8 

Cons truc tion .......•..•.....•.............. 13 

Radio Noise ...•....•.......... ;............ 1 

Metal Processors ......................... ~. 3 

Hotel air conditioner fan .....•............ 2 

Parking of vans .................... '.' ....... 1 

Statutory undertaker ....................... 1 

Most of the above were dealt with in an advisory manner. Some 

are still under investigation. Undertakings have been given in other 

cases to reduce noise. 

Sewers and Main Drainage Section of Dublin Corporation requested 

a survey to assess the levels of noise generated at a pumping station. 

This was done and a Report submitted. 

______ *4**** _____ _ 
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2 3 ....... " .. ..r , 

MONITORING SITES 

l. 56 Dame Street/Commercial 8. 
8.4 metres over ground level. 

2. R.D.S./Commercial/Residential 9. 
5.4 metres over ground level. 

3. Mount joy Square/Commercial/Res. la. 
14.3 metres over ground level. 

4 .. Rathmines/Commercial/Resid. ll. 
4.9 metres over ground level. 

5. Custom House/Com./Res./Indust. 12. 
4.0 metres over ground level., 

6. Ballyfermot/Residential 13. 
5.0 metres over ground level. 

7. South Quays/Industrial 14. 
3.8 metres over ground level. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
vr--~--~----________ ~i 

, I 

\----------11 • 

• 
Clontarf/Residential 
5.4 metres over ground level. 

East Wall Road/Commercial/Res. 
9.5 metres over ground level. • Finglas/Commercial/Residential. 
4.1 metres over ground level. 

Cornmarket/Commercial/Res. 
8.0'metres over ground level. 

Herbert Street/Com./Resid. • 8.0 metres over ground level. 

Bluebell/Industrial 

Cabra West/Residential. • 

• 
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APPENDIX 5 . 

LIMIT VALUES FOR SMOKE AND S02 IN Ilg/m 3 

Reference Period 

Year 
(Median of daily 
values) 

Winter 
. (Median of daily 
valuei Oct-March) 

Year (Peak) 
(98 percentile 
of d~ily values) 

Smoke* 

80 (68) 

130 (111) 

250 (213) 

Limit Values for 

If SJd<e less than 

IfSJd<e more than 

If SJd<e less than 
If SJd<e more than 

If SJd<e less than 
If SJd<e more than 

GUIDE VALUES FOR SMOKE AND SO IN Ilg/m 3 

Reference Period 

Year (arithmetic mean 
of daily values) 

24 hours 
(d~ily mean value) 

Smoke* 

40 to 60 
(34 to 51) 

100 to 150 
(80 to 128) 

Sulphur Dioxide 

40:120 

40: 80 
(34) 

.60: 180 
60: 130 
( 51) 

150:350 
150:250 
(128) 

Sulphur Dioxide 

40 to 60 

100 to 150 

, 
* Limit values for smoke 8S stated in the Directive relate to OECD'method: 

figures in brackets give equivalents for BSI method.' 

OECD AND BSI SMOKE CALIBRATION 

1. The OECD and BSI methods of measuring smoke are essentially the same, the 
only point of difference being the calibration. curve used to convert the 
darkness of the filter stain to a smoke concentration. 

2. The shape of the OECD .and BSI curves is the same. The OECD curve is 
normalised to give a surface concentration on the filter paper of 20llg/0m2 'i'fjor 

. a darkness index of 25 (reflectance of 75). The'BSI curve is normalised to 
give l7p.g/cm2 for a darkness of 25 . 

'3. Thus, for any given darkness index (or reflectance); the OECD calibration 
.will give a concentration which will be greater than that given by the BSI 
calibration by a factor of 20/17. 

, 
4. ~or comparison with the EC Directive limit values, this allows two options. 
Either, all concentrations obtained with the BSI calibration can be multiplied 
by the factor to convert the OECD values and then compared directly with the EC 
limit values~ or, th~ limit values themselves can be r~duced by a factor of 
17/20 to put them in~o BSI calibration equivalents and then the concentration 
obtained with the BSI calibration compared directly., 

. 5~, Ireland is. using the OECD option . 
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APPENDIX 6. 

• 
SUMMARY OF RESULTS ALL STATIONS 

• Station No. SMOKE J.lg/m 3 S02 J.lg/m 3 

and Name 

Ol. Dame Street • 
Annual Median 82 

Winter Median 80 87 

H t Annual 1/~96 365 

Lowest Annual 7 11 • 
Number of Days 
Monitored in 
Year 361 363 

• 
02. R.D.S. 

Annual Median . 25 93 

Winter Median 42 93 • Highest Annual 1116 418 

Lowest Annual 1 11 

Number of Days 
t~onitored in 
Year 356 359 • 

d3. Mount joy 
Square • 

Annual Median 35 66 

Winter. Median 56 66 

Highest Annual 1336 418 

Lowest J\nnual 2 12 • 
Number of 

Monitor'ed in 
Year 363 360 

• 

• 
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• , 
Station No. Smoke Ilg/m3 S02 Ilg/m3 

and Name 

04. Rathmines 

• ) 
Annual Median 31 33 

Winter Median 53 34 

Highest Annual 786 166 

Lowest Annual 2 5 

• Number of Days 
Monitored in 
Year 364 364 

• 05. Custom 
House 

Annual Median 31 74 

Winter Median 45 70 

• Highest Annual 542 282 

Lowest Annual 1 ' 17 

NUl!lber of Days 
Monitored in 

• Year 364 364 

06. Ballyfermot 

Annual Median 35 49 
; ... , 

• Winter. Median 75 46 

Highest Annual 869, 199 

Lowest Annual 2 7 

Number of Days 

• Monitored in 
Year 360 364 

07. Sth. Quay 

• Annual Median 24 46 

Winter Median 45 

Highest Annual 606 268 

Lowest Annual 1 13 
, 

• Number of Days 
Monitored in 
Year 362 359 

• 



• 
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Station No. Smoke IJ,g/m 3 S02 IJ,g/m 3 • 
and Name 

08. Clontarf 

• Annual Median 15 55 

Winter Median 28 47 

Highest Annual 906 243 

Lowest Annual 1 7 • " 

Number of Days 
Monitored in 
Year 344 358 

09. East Wall • Road 

, Annual Median 25 61 

Winter Median 47 55 

Highest Annual 446 200 • 
Lowest Annual 1 7 

Number of Days 
Monitored in 
Year 345 350 • 

10. Finglas 

Annual Median 25 51 

Winter Median 52 47 • 
Highest Annual 445 140 

Lowest Annual 2 6 

Number of Days 
Monitored in • 
Year 365 365 

11. Cornmarket 

Annual Median 44 97 • 
, 

Winter Median 79 93 

Highest Annual 1812 408 

Lowest Annual 4 25 

• Number of Days 
Monitored in 
Year 362 361 

• 
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• 

Station No. Smoke Ilg/m3 S02 Ilg/ m3 
and Name 

• 12. Herbert 
Street I 

Annual Median 22 66 

• Winter Median 36 56 

Highest Annual '1014 340 

Lowest Annual 2 15 

Number of Days 

• Monitored in 
Year 358 365 

13. Bluebell 

• Annual Median 13 34 

Winter Median 22 47 

Highest Annual 462 304 

Lowest Annual 1 6 

• Number of Days 
Monitored in 
Year 339 349 

• 

• 

• I 

• 
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APPENDIX 7. 

A METHOD FO!t DETEIDLI!lATION OF LEAD IN .sUSPE11)ED PART:!:CULATE MATl'ER 

EXTERNALLY FITTING LI D ~IL.----:-i"·~------",I{ 
, l' 

SECTIONAL VIEW X- X 

100 
STAINLESS STEEL CONNECTOR 
AND FLOW REGULATING 
ORIFICE 

PVC· 
TUBING 

to x 20 RECTANGULAR TO PUMP 
SECTION STRENGTHENING 
PIECE 

FILTER HOLDER 

FIL TER MEMBRANE 

all dimenlions in mm 

1 
-"--1 

Y Y 

160 

f 
l 31 

J 240 

SE.CTIONAL VIEW V-V 

X X 

t.-.-.-.e--.-~ __ . __ f: 

f 
85 

J 

1 
190 

I 

SUSPENDED PARTICULATE SAMPLING HEAD DETAILS 

• 

• 
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• 
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We wish to extend ~ur thanks and 

appreciation to the following 

Royal Dublin Society. 

Dublin Port and Docks Board. 

Eastern Health Board. 

MI s Wiggins jTeape Ltd., 
East Wal\l Road. 

Cheshire Home, Herbert Street. 

Mls Lennox Chemicals, Bluebell. 

for their co-operation and use of their 

premises to house monitoring equipment 

(which was provided free of charge) 

during the year~ 

-----*****-----
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of DUBLIN V~E.C. ADVISORY SUH-COMMITTEE 

for the EDUCATION of HEALTH INSPECTORS 

Membership of this Committee is as follows: 

Dr. A. Eustace, Retired Director Community Care - Chairman. 

Mr. R. Lahert, Supt. Health Inspector, Dept. of Health. 

Mr. J. Gavin, Monaghan County Manager; 

Mr. C. Healy, Chief Health Inspector, City of Dublin. 

Dr. Pat Quinn, Director Community Care, Eastern Health Board. 

Mr. L. Gilmartin, Department of the Environment. 

Mr. J. Shelley, Health Inspectors Association. 

Mr. S. Kelly, Health Inspectors Association. 

Mr. Robert Lawlor, Principal, D.I.T., Cathal Brugha Street. 

Mr. F. McMahon, Deputy Principal, D.I.T., Cathal Brugha Street. 

Mr. E. Rothery, Head, Department of Chemistry & Biology, 
College of Technology, Kevin Street. 

Mrs. M. Proctor, Head of Science Section, Cathal Brugha Street. 

During the year, two members of the Committee withdrew due to 

pressure of other work - Mr. Patk. Dowd, Laois/Offaly Co. Manager 

and Mr. Pascal McDaid, Programme Manager, Western Health Board. 

They were replaced by Mr. Gavin and Dr. Pat Quinn respectively. 

On the 16th December, 29 students received Diplomas in Environmental 

Health at the College from Miss Mary Flaherty, Minister for State at 

the Department of Health. At the same function Mr. Fred O'Brien, Chairman 

of the Health Inspectors Association presented a trophy on behalf of the 

Association to Siobhan Turner who was deemed the outstanding student of 

the year. 

I 

For the interest of the readers the Course details are outlined 

below. 

Health Inspectors' Training Course 

ADMISSIONS 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Leaving Certificate or equivalent with grade C or higher on higher 

level papers in at least two subjects and grade D or higher in at least 

I ... 
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four other subjects. " This result must inClude Ir;'ish or' English, 

Mathematics and one of th,e following subj ects:-

APTITUDE TESTS 

Chemistry, Physics, Physics with Chemistry, 

Biology, Building Construction. 

All applicants who meet the entry requirement~ are asked to under

go aptitude tests. On the basis of these tests candidates will be 

ranked in order of merit to be called for interview. Tests will measure: 

INTERVIEWS 

General I.Q. 

Mathematical ability. 

Ability to observe and report. 

, 

For each place available on the course approximately three can-

didates will be called for interview. The interview panel includes 

representatives of the College Staff and the health inspection pro

fession. 

SELECTION 

The selection of candidates for places on the course is made on the 

basis of Leaving Certificate (or equivalent) results and interview scores. 

The training course is organised by the Dublin Institute of 

Technology, Cathal Brugha Street and takes place in that college. Of 

the four years involved, roughly twelve months are spent with Health 

Inspectors in the field doing practical training. 

The students are given an allowance during practical training with 

the Health Boards. During the first summer of the course, students work 

in approved industrial establishments for a period of four months. 

Year 1 'October - May - College 

June- September- Industrial Experience - approved 

Year 2 October - March - College 

April - September- Professional Practice 

Year 3 October - March - College 

April - October - Professional Practice. 

/ ... 
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Year 4 November ~ May Exams. 

The subjects of the course at the College include:7 

Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Microbiology, Entomology, Parasitology, 

Theory of Local Government and Public Health Law, General Sanitation, 

including water supply and control, sewerage and sewage disposal, 

Building Technology, housing sanitation and related matters, Atmos

pheric and Noise pollution and control, Food. Hygiene and Food Tech

nology, Mechanical drawing, Report writing, Statistics. 

When a Course is about to start, advertisements are· placed in the 

Daily Newspapers, invi ting sui tably qualified candidates to apply. The 

Leaving Certificate standard attained by students for training continues 

to rise from Course to Course, due to competition for places. The 

average number selected for the course is about 30. The numbers trained 

are limited to the number of vacancies from retiral, and to the expansiori 

in the service. On the completion of the Course successful students are· 

awarded a Diploma in Environmental Health by the V.E.C., which is accepted' 

as a recognised qualification for appointment as a Health Inspector. 

Permanent appointments are competed for throLigh the Interview System of 

the Local Appointments Commission. The Health Inspector is appointed 

to the Health Boards; he also acts by special authorisation for the 

local authorities in the Health Board Regions in relation to their 

environmental services. 

-----*****-----
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NATIONAL HYGIENE AWARDS 19B1 

These Awards are promoted by the Irish Quality Control Association. 

This was the fourth consecutive year of the event and it showed an 

increase in the number of categories taking part. 

While there were eight categories in 19BO, the number involved 

this year was eleven. These were - Bakeries, Bar food, Fish, Hotels, 

Industrial Catering, Meat processing, milk processing, poultry, 

Restaurant (services), restaurant (fast food) and supermarkets. 

The increase in the categories has certainly been due to the 

tremendous interest which the food industry has shown in the competition. 

It has been a very worthwhile promotion and is indicative of the growing 

pride which some proprietors have in the high standards of hygiene which 

they endeavour to maintain. 

The following were adjudged winners. 

Bakeries 

Bar Food 

Fish 

Hotels 

Industrial Catering 

Meat Processing 

Milk Processing 

Poultry 

Restaurant (Services) 

Restaurants (Fast Food) 

Supermarkets 

Brogans, Glenamaddy, Co. Galway. 

Overdraught Bar, Cork. 

Letts, Wexford. 

Sandhouse Hotel, Rossnowlagh, Co. Doriegal. 

Marks & Spencer, Mary Street, Dublin. 

Alfa Foods, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan. 

Virginia Milk Products, Co. Cavan. 

Grove Turkeys Ltd., Smithboro, Co. Monaghan. 

SwissChalet, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin. 

Burgerland, O'Connell Street, Dublin. 

Superquinn, Blanchardstown, Co. Dublin. 

Two special Awards of Merit were given to the following:-

Allied Irish Banks, Ballsbridge. (Industrial Catering) 

Naas County Hospital, Naas. (Industrial Catering). 

The overall winner was:-

Superquinn, Blanchardstown, Co. Dublin~ 

'/ ... 
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The adjudicators for the Compe~ition were: 

The Chief Executive, Irish Quality Control Association. 

A Senior Official, Bord Failte. 

The Superintendent Health Inspector, Department of Health. 

The Hygiene Education Officer, Health Inspectorate, Dublin\City. 

The awards were presented by the Chief Executive of the Irish 

Quality Control Association, Mr. John A. Murphy at a special luncheon 

sponsored by Irish Merchants Ltd. at the Burlington Hotel, Dublin, 

on Wednesday, 27th May, 1981. 

-------*******-------
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CONFERENCES and POST GRADUATE TRAINING 

There was a noticeable cutback in attendances at Conferences .this 

year due to the recession. John O'Reilly was nominated by the Eastern 

Health Board to attend a one-day Seminar at University College, Galway 

on the 15th April, on Shellfish, organised by. the National Board for 

Science and Technology. 

Michael McNulty and Martin O'Rourke were recommended by the 

Eastern Health Board to attend a Weekend School organised by the Northern 

Ireland Centre of the Association of Environmental Health 'Officers at 

Slieve Donard Hotel, Newcastle, Co. Down, on 8, 9, 10th May. Sanction 

was refused by the Department of Health. John Shelley, Martin Devine 

and Dorothy Guina were given special leave to attend this school at 

their own expense. 

A Seminar for health inspectors organised by the V.E.C. at 

Cathal Brugha Street College was attended by William O'Sullivan, Richard 

McGrath and Deirdre Lalor on the 10-12th June. 

Dublin Corporation sponsored Shay Nolan and Martin Devine to 

attend a Conference on "Noise & Vibration" for Environmental Health 

Officers at the University of Southampton on 6-10th April. They used the 

trip to visit Warren Spring Laboratory as well. 

In the post graduate training field, Thomas Prendergast passed 

1st year Arts Examination in Economics,.Maths & Philosophy, at U.C.D. 

Derek Bauer commenced the Health Administration Course organised by the 

Institute of Public Administration. 

-------*******-------
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LEGISLATION UNDER WHICH HEALTH INSPECTORS OPERATE 

Health Acts 1947, 1953, 1970. 

Sale of Food and Drugs Acts 1875 - 1936. 

Rats and Mice Destruction Act (as amended .1947 and 1970) 1919. 

Poison and Pharmacy Act 1908. 

Poisons Act 1961. 

International Health Regulations 1969. 

Explosives Act 1875. 

Health (Fluoridation of Water Supplies) Act 1960. 

Milk and Dairies Acts 1935 - 1956. 

Slaughter of Animals Acts 1935-56. 

Anthrax Prevention Act 1919. 

Local Government (Sanitary Services) Acts 1878 - 1964. 

Public Dance Halls Act 1935. 

Gaming &. Lotter·ies Act 1956. 

Derelict Sites Act 1961. 

Intoxicating Liquor Act 1960. 

Housing Acts 1966, 1969, 1979. 

Local Government Planning and Development Acts 1963 - 1976. 

Local Government (Water Pollution) Act 1977. 

Water Supplies Act 1942. 

Safety in Industry Acts 1955 - 1980. 

Office Premises Act 1958. 

Shops (Conditions of Employment) Act 1938. 

Labourers' Acts 1883 - 1960. 

Diseases of Animals Act 1966. 

Open Spaces Act 1906. 

and all Regulations, Bye-Laws, Orders and Directives made under 
the above. 

E.E.C. Directives. 

------******------


