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It was an honour for me to serve as Cathaoirieach of the 
South-East Regional Authority during 2004 and to 
continue to guide the important work of the Authority 
on behalf of our region. In this regard, I wish to 
acknowledge and commend the contribution of my 
predecessor in office, Councillor lames Tobin. 

The Regional Authorities have been in existence since 
1994 and in that time have made a significant contri
bution as a regional tier of government in Ireland. 
Regional AuthOrities, with their statutory base, democ
ratic mandate and wide remit to act in the interest of 
the development of their regions, have played a valu
able role in bringing the needs and concerns of Irish 
regions to the top of the political agenda. 

Despite the progress achieved, the South-East continues 
to lag behind other regions and much more needs to be 
done. It is, therefore, especially important that all dvic, 
political, and community leaders adopt a unified 
approach in pressing and seeking to advance the case 
for the development and investment needs of our 
region. 

Since its establishment, the South-East Regional Authority 
has been to the forefront in identifying and articulating 
the defidendes, development needs and investment 
priorities of the region. The development strategies 
drawn up by the AuthOrity in consultation with the 
public agencies and SOCial partners have acted as a 
template for regional development. 

One Issue that concerns me and my coUeague members 
of the AuthOrity Is the Widening regional disparity 
W1thm Ireland and the failure to successfully address 
the problem of balanced regional development. While 
the National Development Plan and the National 
Spatial Strategy contain the objective of promoting 
more balanced regional development, it is not being 
aChlev~d 10 reality. This is due partly to the overly 
centralised struCtures that are in place for the manage
ment of the NDP and the lack of a real regional and 
local influence. If balanCed regional development is to 
be achieVed, regional and local authorities must be 
~ven a real and meaningful role in the management of 

e investment programmes that are focused on 
SOcI<>-economlc development of Our regions. 

Regional Authorities have been 
in the Implementation 
have been working 
Interests In the 
Regional 
lives of the SS 

key issues that affect the overall development of the 
region, particularly those that inhibit its physical, sodal 
and economic welfare. Through participation in EU 
programmes and projects, such as INTERREG, 
ERDF- Article 10, and ESF-Article 6, the Authority has 
built up strong relations with other European regions. 
Moreover, the importance of preparing the region to 
exploit the benefits of the Information Age was 
addressed through the publication of the SEISS Strategy 
and Action Plan. It has now entered its implementallOn 
phase, with the first major project being the. installatio~ 
of ler Broadband infrastructure in the SLX pnnapa 
dties!tOWInS in the region. A modern telecommunications 

. bTty of infrastructure including the widespread availa 11 
, . '11 

broadband, will support existing mdustry and ~ 
promote bUSiness, economic and social development In 

the South-East. 

th . I ach of the It was a privilege for me to serve as Ca amr e 
Authority during 2004. 

d eciation to I would like to express my thanks an appr '1)" 
the members of the AuthOrity, members of the Authon S 

Operational Committees and various Working G~uPS' 
the EU instituUons, 

members 

and many other 
and co-operation. I 

the Leas-chathaoirleach. 
County Manager In 

M Thomas Breen the Director, r. , . tance 
Authority for their asslS 

year. 
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INTRODUCTION 
'fhjs Annual Report has been prepared in accordance with 
the requirements of Article 30 of the Local Government 
Act, 1991 (Regional Authorities) (Establishment) Order, 
1993. It details briefly the powers, functions, duties, 
policies, programmes and objectives of the Authority 
and it reviews its prindpal activities during 2004. 

Since its establishment the Regional Authority has 
focused on issues of strategiC regional importance and 
has used every opportunity to raise them with govern
ment ministers, departments and agenCies. The 
Authority has always embraced a regional perspective 
on such issues and has strived to be a strong voice for 
the region. 

The changing global environment and the dynamic 
developments on the island of Ireland and in the European 
Union require that Irish jXJlides and institutional structures 
are adequate to meet emerging challenges. With the 
inexorable progress towards European integration 
involving economic and social cohesion, enlargement of 
the EU, monetary union and the concept of a 'Europe 
of the Regions' a greater focus must be placed on 
regional development and competitiveness and on 
ensuring that economic development and prosperity 
are spread fairly and to the maximum extent through
out all regions. 

The Government published the National Spatial Strategy 
in November 2002 with its main objective being the 
achievement of more balanced regional development. 
The Planning and Development Act, 2000 conferred on 
the Regional Authorities the power to make Regional 
Planning Guidelines for their functional areas. The 
RPGs for the South-East Region were adopted by the 
members in May 2004 and constitutes a 20-year strategIC 
planning framework within which county, city, town 
and local area development plans will be made. 

One of the most important Initiatives of the Regional 
Authority was its successful bid for the roll-out of broad
band infrastructure in the cities/towns of Waterford, 
Kilkenny, Carlow, Clonmel, Wexford and Dungarvan. 
This project is the largest and most complex sIngle project 
In the National Broadband Programme that forms part 
of the overall National Development Plan 2000-2006. 
The Broadband network installed In the regIon Is state 
of the art and will enhance the attractiveness of the 
South-East both for IndIgenous and forelgn-owned 
enterprIses and for the attractIon of ForeIgn DIrect 
Investment. 

In partnershIp wIth Its constituent local authorIties the 
Regional Authority has submltted proposals and an 
application for fundIng to construct broadband 

telecommunication networks in a further nine towns in 
the South-East. The Authority has continued to address 
the region's weaknesses and development priorities by 
preparing and Implementing a range of initiatives and 
strategies, many of which are reviewed in this report. 

The Cathaoirleach and members have worked to promote 
co-ordination and co-operation between local and public 
authorities and other organisations and to harness the 
energies of all In the best Interests of the regIon. The 
Authority must continue to press and lobby for the 
needs and development priorIties of the South-East to 
be addressed by government and to ensure that the region 
receives Its fair share of EU asslstan~ and economJc 
investment . 

I wish to record my thanks and appreciation to the 
Cathaoirleach and members of the AuthOrity, to the 
members of the Operational Committees and of the 
various Working Groups for their assistance and co-
operation durIng 2004. I wIsh also to thank the 
constituent local authorities, government departments, 
local and public authorities In the regIon and the many 
other organisations and IndIvIdual who ass1st<d the 
AuthOrity. I wIsh to acknowledge the dedlc.tlon and 
commItment of the Authority's staff In relation to theIr 
work In the Interest of the development of Our regIon. 

CopIes of this Annual Report will be drculated to local 
and public authorItIes and wl\l be made available to 
Interested organIsa tIons and to the public. It will also be 
made avaIlable on the Authority'S webslte. 

Thomas Byrne 
Diultor 
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Quarterly National Household Survey, Q4/2004 - South-East 

In Employment Unemployed Unemployment In Labour Participation 
Rate Force Rate 

~-Nov2003 191,000 10,400 5.2 201,500 59.1 
Dec-Feb 2004 191,000 10,800 5.3 201,800 58.8 
Mar-May 2004 192,200 10,500 5.2 202,600 58.9 
)un-A~2004 195,900 13,000 6.2 208,900 60.2 

~~-NoV2004 195,200 11,600 5.6 206,800 59.1 
+0.4 +5,300 Change in year +4,200 +1,200 No change 

Comparison by NUTS III Region at Q4/2004 

Region In Employment Unemployed In labour Unemployment Participation 
force Rate ~ Rate ~ 

Border 196,600 11,100 207,700 5.4 58.5 
Midland 107,400 4,700 112,100 4.2 60.2 
West 186,800 7,500 194,300 3.9 60.6 
Dublin 564,000 24,400 588,400 4.1 62.9 

Mid-East 212,000 6,200 218,200 2.9 63.7 
Mid-West 159,400 8,500 167,900 5.1 60.9 

South-East 195,200 11,600 206,800 5.6 59.1 

South-West 272,800 11,400 + 284,200 4.0 59.1 
State 85,600 1,979.70 4.3 61.0 1,894.1 

-------------- South-East RegIonal Authorlty Annual Report 2004-------------, 
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ECONOMY 
The regional economy of the South-East is based primarily 
on agriculture, manufacturing and services, tourism, 
fishing and aquaculture_ The agriculture and food sector 
accounts for a significant proportion of output and 
employment, with the region having a higher than 
average reliance on this sector. 

INDUSTRY 
Uke Ireland as a whole, a high proportion of manufacturing 
industry in the South-East is foreign owned. Overseas 
industry, which directly employs over 10,000 people in 
some 80 enterpri5es in the region, is concentrated mainly 
in electronics and precision engineering, pharmaceuticals 
and healthcare and in internationally traded services_ 
The prindpallarge companies in the South-East indude: 
Allled Signal, AOL BertJesmann, Bausch & Lomb, 
Beauo, Glanbia, Glaxo Smith Kline, GUidant, Hasbeo, 
PFPC International, Showerings, Merck Sharpe & 
Dohme, Norton, Sola Lenses and Waterford Crystal. 

With a good quality of transport and other economic 
infrastructure, with three Third-Level Education 
Institutes, with a young and highly educated labour 
force, with a network of region-wide Industry and 
Technology Parks, the South-East is an attractive region 
for Investment. The region can offer potential investors 
both foreign and indigenous, an attractive range of 
finandal and other supports and the benefits of a low 
Insh corporation taxation regime. 

AN INFORMATION AGE 
REGION 

!:,e South-East Regional Authority is proaCtive in terms 
ensunng th~t the region avails of all Opportunities to 

advance the Information SOdety The A th . 
~~ . uontyh~ 
S oped an Integrated Regional Information Society 
trategy and ACtion Plan which is currently in its imple 

mentation phase with -
a number of projects and in 'r 

tlves being promoted. The 'SElSS' strate I Ia
Iyn for the 'SERPANT" gy was the cata-
unique exercise In lnter-a~:::~e; which represented a 
operation and partne h ' ty and mtra-reglonal co
Infrastructure In the f:~P ;~roVIde essential public 
fibre broadband telecomm~nica: construction of optlc
networks in the r ·on' . . ~ns metropolitan area 
The Broadba d tgi s SIX pnnclpal dties and towns. 

n network Installed' th . 
of the art and wiU h . 10 e region is state 
South-East both fen. ance the attraCtiveness of the 
enterpri5es and fOorthIndigenous and foreign-owned 

r e attraCtion f F . Investment. 0 oreign Dtrect 

',--------------SOUth-East Regional 

TOURISM 
Tourism revenue in the South-East stands at €413m. 
Domestic tourism in the South-East remains strong and 
generated over lm visitors during the year compared 
with 907,000 overseas visitors. The key issues for Irish 
tOurism have been highlighted ~: 'quality and standards' 
and 'competitiveness and value for money'. In addition, 
key issues for tourism in the South-East are access, 
marketing and promotion and an emphasis on 'corridor 
tourism'. 

Tourism continues to be a high growth sector with 
Significant business emerging from the region's prindpai 
markets - Great Britain, the United States and mainland 
Europe. With good access infrastructure, a wealth of 
visitor attractions, a high quality environment an.d a 
wide range of affordable activities (golf, equestrian, 
angling, walking, cycling of 
Ireland's most ,.tidlb. 

2004 -~,,:..:: 



THE SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
The South-East Regional Authority was established with 
effect from 1st January, 1994 under the provisIons of 
the Local Government Act, 1991 (Regional Authorities) 
(Establisnment) Order, 1993. 

This Establishment Order was made by the Minister for the 
Environment with the consent of the Minister for Finance 
under Sections 3 and 43 of the Local Government Act, 1991. 

The South-East Regional AuthOrity covers the five counties 
in the South-East of Ireland - Carlow, Kilkenny, South 
Tipperary, Waterford City and County, and Wexford. 

This is an area of 9,406 square kms. with a current pop.
ulation of 423,616, about 11% of Ireland's population. 

HEADQUARTERS 
I Gladstone Street, 
Clo nmel, 
Co. Tipperary 

Te!. No: 052 - 26200 
Fax. No: 052 - 26512 
E-mail: dir@sera.ie 
Website: www.sera.ie 

POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES 
Regional authorities have been given a general competence 
to do all things necessary and expedient for the effective 
performance of their functions, induding wide consul
tation with local, regional and other pubUc authorities, 
engagement of consultants and advisers, participating 
in or promoting research, borrowing, purchasing and 
leasing of land and property, requesting infonnation 
and attendance at meetings of representatives from any 
local or public authority. 

The principal functions include: 

l> Promotion of co-ordination in the provision of public 
services in the region 

:> Promotion of co-operation, joint action etc. between 
local authorities, public authorities and/or others 

>- Reviewing the overall development needs of the region 
and the making of statements on them as appropriate, 
and keeping under review the provision of public 
services in the region 

,.. Reviewing the Development Plans of local authorities 
in the region and in adjoining regions 

FINANCE 
The Establishment Order prescribes that the expenses of 
the AuthOrity be met by the constituent local authorities 
in proportion to the population of their respective func
tional areas. The expenses of the AuthOrity with respect 
to its functions in relation to EU assistance are recouped 
from the Southern and Eastern RegIonal Assembly. 

,.. Making of statements on matters as may be requested 
by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government or a constituent local authority 

,.. Preparation of a Regional Report (Socio-economic 
development strategy) coverIng development needs, 
review of local authority development plans and the 
provision of public services In the regIon 

,.. NomInatIon of a person for appoIntment to the EU 
CommIttee of the Regions If requested by the 
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government 

>- ProviSion of proposals, advice, recommendations or 
information to Government in relation to applications 
for EU assistance 

,.. Reviewing and monitoring the Implementation of 
measures for which EU assistance Is made available 

,.. Preparation of Regional Planning Guidelines under 
the PlannIng and Development Act, 2000 

,. Preparation each year of an Estimate of ExpendIture 
& Receipts, a Programme of Work, a Statement of 
Accounts and an Annual Report. 

The Budget for the year ended 31 st December, 2004, 
which was adopted by the Authority at theIr meeting 
held on the 28th October, 2003, showed total estimated 
expendIture at €514,092 and estimated Income at 
€191,SOO. ThIs left net expensesof€322,592 to be met by 
the oonstituent Incal authodtles In the following proportions: 

Constituent Local Autbori p~lation ~ € 
10.9 35,041 Carlow Cou~ Coundl 46,014 

80,339 
,. 

19.0 61,180 Kilken~ Cou~ Coundl 
79,121 IS.7 60,252 South T~~ Cou~ Coundl 
44,594 10.5 33,959 Waterford CIty Coundl 

Waterford Cou~ Council 56,952 13.4 43,370 

Wexford Cou~ Coundl 116,596 27.5 88,790 
423,616 100 322,592 

1 
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MEMBERSHIP 
The Authority comprises 36 members. 35 members were nominated by the six constituent local authorities as follows: 

Loc:aI Author! Po ulatlon of Couo...!I!C.!!!.. Number of Memben 

Carlow County Council 46,014 5 

Kilkenny County Council 80,339 6 

South TIpperary County Council 79,121 6 

Waterford City Coundl 44,594 5 

Waterford County Council 56,952 6 

Wexford County Council 116,596 7 
+ 423,616 35 

As a consequence of his appointment as a member of the EU Committee of the Regions, ClIr. Michael Fitzgerald 
was appointed a member of the Regional Authority in December 2003, thereby bringing the total membership to 36. 

S9UTH-EAST REGIONAL AUTHORITY 
Udaras Reigiiinach an Oir-Dheiscirt 

2004 - 2009 
- ROW 01<, Connd, ..... , """- """""" . Cl!: 1. wl9'lt Ok P ~ !It. S. R)ol. Ok At a Policy OfflCtrj, Olr. [ ~rhnoch, air. M. Ma9ui~. Olr. T. Kin~11a, air. I Mohrr. Cllr. 1. Brt:nnon. Ofr. J. robin. 

Cl: &l D'AIqc CIt r. Howi .. C. C 1'ht1o"",ItJdt. C:'HoIIOlOfI, air. J. Crowe MIDOI.E ROW: Ms. A SMf:hon (O~ Manager} . Mr. r. Byrnt (DirectOfl air. A Mc{)otIoiJ. 

ca: W. k:. Mer MM; Wr. At MDtOnC; (fv~, o~7: ~~!:.. Bron
OI 

t .~Jr.R· D. Wolsh. Mr, £ Brttn (Dtsignor~ Co. Mo~,), Olr. M. Anglim. air. P. Cotid. CIICBr. ::= 
CIr. P.l ta.V, -,-~' . ""~ r. .... ~rold, Olr. P.Rrzpoffid, air. D. Mcibrrlin. Cllr. P. O'Calloghan. air. P. NorriS. r.. 

rogt~ . 0. ~n. MISSING FROM PHOTO: Olr. C Long. Cllr. 5. Nyhon, Olr, L O'fkill, Olr. 5.00yle. 

SInce the establishment of the Auth . th . 
onty, e followmg have held the office of Cathaoirleach: 

199~ 1996 
O lr Jam .. J. Brett (FF) 

1996-1997 
Kilkenny County Council 

Olr. Billy Kyne (LAB) 

1997·1998 
Waterford County Council 

Olr Jam .. Curti. (FF) 
Wexford County Council 

Cllr. John McNally (LAB) 
Carlow County Council 

1999·2000 
Olr. Lorcan AJJen (FF) 

Wexford County Coundl 

• 

2000-2001 
Cllr. Bobby Aylward (FF) 

2001·2002 
CUr. John Pender (FF) 

2002·2003 
Cllr. Michael Maguire (FF) 

2003·2004 
Cllr. James Tobin (FF) 

2004-2005 
Cllr. John Brennan (FG) 

Kilkenny County Coundl 

Carlow County cound! 

South TIpperary County 
Council -

cB Waterford County Coun . 

Kilkenny County cound~ 

• 
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The following held office as members of the 
31st December, 2004: 

Carlow County Council 
CUr. Des Hurley (LAB) 
CUr. P.]. Kavanagh (FF) 
Cllr. Tom KinseHa (FG) 
CUr. Arthur McDonald (FF) 
Cllr. WiUiam Paton (LAB) 

Kilkenny County Council 
CUr. TomAs Breathnach (LAB) 
Cllr. John Brennan (FG) 
Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick (FF) 
Cllr. Cora Long (FF) 
Cllr. Tom Maher (FG) 
Cllr. Catherine Phelan·Holden (FG) 

South Tippera.ry County Council 
Cllr. Michael Anglim (FF) 
Cllr. ] ack Crowe (FG) 
Cllr. Michael FitzgeraJd (FG) 
Cllr. Denis Landy (LAB) 
Cllr. Michael Maguire (FF) 
Cllr. Pat Norris (FF) 
CUr. 5ean yhan (FG) 

Waterford City Council 
cUr. Mary O'Halloran (FG) 
Cllr. Laurence O'Neill (NP) 
Cllr. Mary Roche (NP) 
Cllr. 5eamus Ryan (LAB) 
Cllr. David Walsh (WP) 

Wata fOl'd County CoundI 
Cllr. Uam Brazil (FG) 
CHr. Paudie Coffey (FG) 
OIL Damien (FG) 

OIL Paddy O'CalIaghan (LAB) 
Cllr. lames Tobin (FF) 
Cllr. Teresa Wright (LAB) 

Weuord County Council 
Cllr. Pat Codd (FG) 
Cllr. Se~n Connlck (FF) 

IIr. lames Curtls (FF) 
IIr. Mlchael D' Arcy (FG) 
IIr. 5ean Doyle P) 

Cllr. Ted Howlln (LAB) 
lIr. Declan McPartUn (NP) 

~-------------- South·East 
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COAT OF ARMS 

On the petition of the Authority the Chief Herald of 
Ireland has granted and assigned unto the Authority a 
Coat of Arms described as follows: 

"Arxent a dnquefoll pierced gul .. between nine 
billets, four, two, two and one vert, and with the 

Motto: Nasc agus Neart". 

The text of the Coat of Arms in the Irish and English 
ianguages may be viewed on the Authority's website. 

AUTHORITY MEETINGS 
AuthOrity Meetings are heid on the fourth Monday of 
each montb (except August and December) at 2.30 p.m. 
and the venue is rotated between the six constituent 
locai authority headquarters. Meetings of the Authority 
are covered by tbe print and broadcast media and may 
be attended by members of the public who have requested 
and been granted prior permission to attend. 

CATHAOIRLEACH 
At their meeting held on Monday, july 26th 2004, the 
AuthOrity elected CJJr. john Brmnan (FG) as Cathaoirieach 
to succeed Cllr. james Tobm (FF). Cllr. Tom Kinsella (FG) 
was elected Leas-chathaoirieach of the AuthOrity for the 
ensuing year. 

STAFF 

The follawing offiurs were serving with the 
Authority at 31st December 2004: 
Director 

European Officer 

Research and POlicy Officer 
Office Manager 

Pro~ects Admlnlstrator 
'SEFoS' Project Co-Ordinator 

Thomas Brme 

Michael Moroney 

Sheevaun Thompson 
Angela Sheehan 

Mary Thompson 
Mary Wlxted 

In addition, the follOwing project staff were 
employed dUring 2004: 

Regional Planning Guidelines 
Project Manager Uam McGree 

Broadband Project Engineer Donal Power 

10 

Ootgoing CorlHJoj,/toch Cllr. Jomes robin honds over tM NIoIII 01 offict 
to rtlt fnc:oming Corhooirltach. Olr. John BtMfIOfI 

'Connected Commu"itles' Project Co-Ordinators 
employed during 2004: 

james Burke 

Rosalme Drew 

Hazei Bloomer 

Grace Kearney 

Marie Louise Byrne 

Bagenalstown, 
Co. Carlow 

Cahir, Co.Tipperary 

Dunhill, 
Co. Waterford 

Freshford 
Co. Kilkenny 
Raheen, Co. Wexford 

DESIGNATED COUNTY 
MANAGER 

Better Local Government _ A Programme (or Change, pu~ 
lished by the Minister for the Envlronmen~i~ 
December 1996, provided for the designation of ~I for 
County Manager In each region to be re,ponsi e ve 
relations with tbe Regional Authority and to Im/ro 

co-ordination and linkage with the local authori es. 
is the Mr. Edward Breen, Wexford County Manager'R on 

Designated County Manager in the South-East egl 
for the two-year period 2003-2005. 

-



OPERATIONAL COMMITTEES 
The Authority is advised and assisted by two broadly-based 
Operational Committees, one with respect to general 
functions and the other with respect to functions relating 
to EU assistance. 
Certain functions of a procedural and day-ta-day nature 
have been formally delegated by the Authority to the 
Operational Committee and to the Director. 

OPERATIONAL (General Functions) 
This Committee has 21 members and comprises the local 
authority Managers and the Chief Officers in the region 
of other public authorities. 

Membership of Operational Committees 
at 31st December 2004 ~ 

OPERATIONAL (EU Auis1a""" Functions) 
This Committee has 50 members and comprises the local 
authority Managers, the Chief Officers in the region of 
certain public authorities, the Cathaoirleach/Mayor of each 
constituent local authority and one Member of the 
Regional Authority nominated by each constituent local 
authority, the Mayor of each Borough Coundl and the 
Chairman of carlow Town Council and one member 
nominated by each, the Member in the region of the EU 
Committee of the Regions, representatives of government 
departments and the European Commission, a nominee 
of the City/County Enterprise Boards in the region, two 
nominees of Voluntary/Community Organisations, and 
nominees of the Social Partners. 

Committee 

i-------------- South-East RoogIonaI Authority Annual Report 2004 --------------
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MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER BODIES 

SOUTHERN & EASTERN 
Regional 

The Authority is a constituent Regional Authority of 
the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly and is 
represented on the 41-member Assembly by seven 
members. The Authority's representatives in the 
Assembly at 31st December, 2004 were: 

cUr. Ted Howlin (LAB) 

CUr. Tom .. Breathnach (LAB) 

Cllr. james Curtis (FF) 

cUr. Mary O'Halloran (FG) 

Cllr. Damlen Geoghegan (FG) 

air. Tom Kinsella (FG) 

ClIr. Mlchael Maguire (FF) 

OF WORK 
~~ their meeting held on the 26th january 2004 the 
2c!°nty adopted a Programme of Work for the year 

.. The Programme lflCOrporated the functions and 
dthUtiAes thsta~tOrily aSSigned to the AuthOrity. It induded 

e u only's ob'ecti estabU hives to promote and encourage the 
I . s ment and cultivation of a distinct Re . onal 
dentity, and to promote, through consultatio~ co-

SOUTH ERN AND EASTERN 
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 
OPERATIONAL COMMITIEE 

Members of the Regional Assembly's Operational 
Committee at 31st December, 2004 were: 

Cllr. john Brennan, Cathaolrleach 

Mr. Thomas Byme, Director 

Mr. Edward Breen, Designated County Manager. 

SOUfHf.RN AND 
REGIONAL OP MONITORING 
COMMI'ITEE 

The following representatives of the Authortty were 
members of the Southern and Eastern Regional 
Operational Programme Monitoring Committee at 31st 
December, 2004: 

CIIr. john Brennan, Cathaoirleach 

Mr. Thomas Byrne, Director. 

ordination and co-operation, the development of the 
regional economy. In seeking to achieve its objectives 
and to carry out its Programme of Work the AuthoritY 
focused on the establishment and development of good 
working relationships with local and public authorities 
and agenCies and with private sector interests In the 
region with a view to vigorously promoting the South
East and maximising lts potential for the economiC and 
SOCial well-being of its population. 

• 
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BROADBAND 
-

'SERPANT' PROJECT 
The 'SERPANI' (South-East Regional Public Access Network 
of Telecommunications) project was coordinated and 
managed by the South-East Regional Authority on 
behalf of its 6 constituent City/County Councils. The 
project is a very important development for the South
East Region in that it involved the installation of a key, 
state-of-the-art telecommunications infrastructure in 
the principal urban centre in each county: Waterford, 
Kilkenny, Clonmei, Carlow, Wexford and Dungarvan. 
The Networks were officially launched on 17th 
September 2004, by Mr. Dermot Ahem, T.D., Minister 
for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources . 

The 'SElSS' Project (Regional Information Sodtey 
Strategy and Action Plan) was developed by the South
East Regional Authority in 2000/2001 with funding 
from the Department of Communications, Marine and 
Natural Resources (DCMNR). This Strategy, which is 
currently in its implementation phase with a number of 
projects and initiatives being promoted, was the catalyst 

for the 'SERPANf' Project. The 'SERPANf' project cost 
an estimated € 18m and was part-funded under the 
National Development Plan, 2000-2006. The DCMNR 
provided 90% of the cost with the remaining 10% being 
funded by the 6 City/County Councils In the Region. 
The project saw the construction of almost 100 kms. of 
underground fibre-optic cabling, overcoming 14 special 
engineering difficulties and providing around 600 
customer connection points. 

Benefidaries of the new broadband networks wiU 
include the Region's largest oompanles, smail and medium
sized enterprises and the community at large, the Institutes 
of Technology campuses In the Region, local authority 
and health board offices, lndustrial and business parks, 
and many other public and private enterprises. 

The South-East Regional AuthOrity prepared and sub
mitted a bid for funding for the roil out of broadband 
to Cahir and Tramore In September 2004 under Phase 11 
of the Regional Brodband Programme. The AuthOrity 
also agreed to prepare and submit proposals and fund
ing applications for a further 7 towns In the region: 
Bagenalstown, Tullow, Thomastown, Dunmore East, 
Cashel, Carrick-on-Suir, and TIpperary. 

At tM Iourtdl of tilt MttlOpolitJ(m.Arro Nttwollt If! WottJfOld Ory HoI ~. err MoUlt oWcGtoll\ O ..... r:ICffI South rfll/Wt' Ch C0171( C. StOllIUJ ~ '",Cl' of 
Kbrttl'ord. ~ John It!ill'lM, 0WI0000~#t, SCAA. D.:w Get .. , ... " tN Need'" XrHt(J. 

At tht tuIdI 01 tItt .fJlttNp"tat N\'o M:(wot '" KtA:bd1 Cl ca JDM ali' 2 \ 

Cothcortot<\ SEM. A' """ ' CWW'j( SlM. II? E' • Ou; c.- A/lfm 11' 

" 

;, .0 ' ...... C'oIlCit _flt Mt' 'fLhWOry ''I Mf t~l~.",,,, ~ 
(Jr: Jc hi In r, \ orr Scor l:II" 21\ OM It] 1 \ err row A; I . Ott (htot, 
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NATIONAL SPATIAL 
STRATEGY 
The Government published the National Spatial 
Strategy (NSS) in November 2002, the prindpal objective 
of which is the achievement of more balanced regional 
development to redress the unbalanced growth that has 
been occurring in Ireland over recent decades. The 
Authority participated fuUy in the various consultation 
phases of the NSS. The NSS is a 20-year strategy 
designed to enable every place in the country to reach 
its potential, no matter what its size or location. 

The National Spatial Strategy has determined that in 
the South-East Region critical mass will be enhanced 
through Waterford perfonning as a "gateway", supported 
by Kilkenny and Wexford as "hubs". Critical mass 
relates to the size and concentration of population that 
enables a range of services and faciUties to be supported. 
This in turn can attract and support higher levels of 
economic activity and improved quality of Ufe. 

REGIONALP 
GUIDELINES 

G 

Regional Authorities have been given an important role 
in the implementation and delivery of the National 
Spatial Strategy at regional level. At the May monthly 

o Gateway 

o Hub 
---: . : (ountyTown · -' 
• <5.000Town 

1.500-S,OOOTown 

• Urban Crntres (circa 1,000) + National Tr.lnsport Corridor 

+- AI<port 

• T .. nsitPort 

• Malo< ,""1119 Port r-' 
Cdm • 

The strategy emphasises the need to work with the 
existing strong structure of other county and large 
towns in the region such as Carlow, Clonmel, 
Dungarvan, New Rass, Tramore and Enniscorthy to 
complement and benefit from the gateways and hubs. 
These towns have established bases for population and 
services. Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmel are strategically 
placed between Waterford and Limerickl Shannon, 
Carlow between Kilkenny and Dublin and New Ross 
and Enniscorthy between Wexford and Kilkenny. 

The strategy outlines the future roles of the extensive 
network of towns in the region with a population in 
excess of 5,000 people, like Enniscorthy, Tramore, New 
Ross, Carrick-on-Suir, Gorey and Tipperary Town and 
district towns with populations between 1,500 and 
5,000, like Cahir, Cashel, Bagenalstown, Tullow, 
Dunmore East and Thomastown. The strategy also puts 
forward proposals for the diversification of rural areas 
that capitalise on the opportunities for development in 
such areas. These are based on harnessing the economic 
potential of the extensive natural and cultural heritage 
in the region both urban and rural areas. 

meeting of the Authority, the members adopted 
Regional Planning Guidelines which incorporate a socio
economic development strategy. The Regional Planning 
Guidelines aim to implement the objectives of the 
National Spatial Strategy as they relate to the South-East 
and address the future development of the region for 
the next 20 years. 

ThOhWStown 

.0 Rural AIHs with StJOilg Pot~tilll for [)lveBific:ltion 

Ufban Strengthening Opportunity 

Vin.ge Strer.gdling and Rural ArH OpportUnitieS 

_ Stnltegic Rural A5~ wilhin a MetiopoHllan Hln' .... terland 
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The Guidelines are intended to be a framework for local 
authority development plans by enhancing the strategic 
dimension of planning at regional and local levels and 
building upon the approach taken by the National 
Spatial Strategy. 

The guidelines address the following issues: 

• Employment and Economic Development; 
• Population Growth and Settlement Strategy; 
• Transportation; 
• Environmental Issues, Water Services and Waste 

Management; 
• Energy and Telecommunications; 
• Education and Health Care; 
• Agriculture, Marine and Rural Development; 
• Recreation, Amenity and Culture; 
• Heritage and Conservation; 
• Inter-Regional Issues. 

For further details see www.sera.ie/rpgs/rpgsindex.htrn. 

'ATLANTIC GATEWAYS' 
PROJECT 
The 'Atlantic Gateways' project is a partnership project 
designed to promote more balanced regional develop
ment in the country. It involves a partnership between 
the Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government, the relevant Regional Authorities 
(and their constituent local authoritles) and Shannon 
Development. 

" 

AI ~ lounc1l of ~ Rrgiortol Pfonning Gu~ - Mr. MdJocl MolMe 
Kilkenny County Manoger artd 0If. John Bttnnon. Cothoofrlroctl, SERA 

The Project Is closely linked with the Regional Planning 
Guidelines process. It is a feasibility study to Identlfy, 
through consultation and research, potential for greater 
linkages and oooperatlon between the existing Gateways 
of Cork, Limerick, Galway and Waterford as a means of 
creating critical mass and a counterbalance to Dublin. 
The project wIll Identify how the four "gateway corridors' 
can collaborate to create critical mass for future economic 
development. When the feasibility study Is complete It 
will provide an Input Into government policy within 
the framework of the SS. 
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'SEEDS' PROJECT 

SEEDS 
South East Employment 
Development Strategy 

The 'SEEDS' project involved the preparation of an 
Employment Development Strategy for the South-East 
Region, based on a thorough examination of the 
employment situation in the region. The Regional 
Authority, in close co-operation and partnership with 
other socio-eronomic actors in the South-East, developed 
the strategy in consultation with a wide range of interested 
stakeholders in the region. The strategy was adopted by 
the South-East Regional Authority in July 2004. 

The 'SEEDS' strategy was offiCially launched by Mr. 
Frank Fahey T.D., Minister of State at the Department of 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment at the 'SEEDS' 
International Conference held in Cashel, Co. Tipperary 

-------,.--------- South-East Regl I 

on the 9th September 2004. The conference was centered 
on the theme "Regions Driving the Employment Agenda". 

Funding for the project was obtained from the 
European Commission under Article 6 of the European 
Social Fund. The strategy development process has betn 
marked by significant degrees of commitment, co-oper· 
ation, discussion, networking etc. on the part of the 
many actors involved. 

The Strategy contains a number of innovative actions 
requiring implementation under the four pillars of the 
European Employment Strategy: Adaptability, 
Employability, Entrepreneurship and Equal Opportunities. 
A Project Implementation Committee has been estab
lished to be representative of the action leaders and will 
be responsible for the implementation of actions. 

The Strategy will benefit policy-makers, agenCies 
implementing employment measures and ultimately 
individuals who seek to find sustainable, value-added 
forms of employment. The project provides a model of 
best practice for other EU regions in terms of develop
ing such strategies. 

For further information on the 'SEEDS' project see the 
website www.sera.ie/seedshome.htm. 

At rflt 'SEEDS' Inttfnorionol Conftrtncr wtft Cllr. Tom vr'oOd. Mo)« c~; 
Cou11(il; Ms. Mory Wixred, 'SEEDS' Proj«t Coordinator; Mr. ~bhrds 4t SERA 

BtU 80rU Ikrir~ Cenrtt. Cashd; Cllr. John 8mI~n. ~ornoou~~ Orsl'i 
1Ar. MiUo 1Ct:so, Finland; Mr. Jim 0 fki/( Wolti .... , 

"£OS' · tt:mowral ~ Some of /he participants oC fht ~, H'I 
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SOUTHERN & EASTERN 
Reglonol 

Regional Programme 01 0 0 
Innovative Actions 

'CONNECTED 
ICT PROJECT 
The 'Connected Communities' project was funded by 
the Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly through its 
Regional Programme of lnnovative Actions under 
Article 10 of the European Regional Development Fund. 
This project forms part of the Authority's implementation 
of its South-East Information Society Strategy and 
Action Plan (SEISS). 

The project involved the development of a dynamic and 
al1 inclusive pilot [Cf development and demonstration 
site in a selected community in each county in the 
South-East Region which can be used to demonstrate 
best practices and provide templates and models that 
can be transferred to other community sites within 
each county in the region. The community groups 
selected were; Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow, Cahlr, Co. 
TIpperary, Dunhill, Co. Waterford, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny 
and Raheen, Co. Wexford. A co-ordinator was appointed 
to each area that was responsible for the development 
of a community based website. 

'E-BYGOV' PROJECT 
'E-BYGOV' is an Interreg IIIB project co-funded by the 
European Commission that involves 5 partner organisations 
from 3 countries: 
• South-East Regionai AuthOrity (lRL) 
• South West Regionai Authority (lRL) 
• Lancashire County Council (UI<) - Lead Partner 
• Gobierno de La Rioja (La Rioja Regional 

Government, Spain) 
• Labein Research and Innovation Centre (Basque 

Country, Spain) 

The overall aim of the project is to make government 
services more responsive, easier to u.se and more acces
sible for all citizens and businesses in the Atlanlic Area. 

The South-East Regional Authority, together with the 
Locai Authorities in its region and the Local 
Government Computer Services Board (LG 8) have 
developed an 'eReceipts Web interfa",,' Initiative. 
Through this initiative the f.dUty to pay for certain ser
vices onlJne has been provided to local authority cus
tomers. The services selected for the initlalive Initially 
are hOUSing rents, housing loans, warer charges, tr~(f1c 
Ones and fire charges. 

To read more about the 'E-BYGOV ' project see the 
website of the Regional Authority - www.sera.ie. 

'SENSITIC' PROJECT 
The 'SENSITIC' project is a 'SEISS' initiative funded 
under iNTERREG iIIB. The project carried out a series of 
enquiries and surveys designed to establish an inventory 
of information and Communications Technology equip
ment and use in .seven regions of the Atlantic Area: 
South-East ireland; Carmarthenshire in Waies: Brittany, 
Poitou·Charentes and Aquitaine In France; La RioJa in 
Spain; the Aigarve in Portugal and to benchmark the 
results between the regions representing the five countries. 

By providing analysis of the impact of Information 
Technoiogies in the South-East Region, decision makers 
will be enabied to more effectively adapt their strategies 
in terms of activities associated with the in.formation 
Society. The project will also facilitate the transfer of 
experience to other regions in the Atlantic Area so as to 
promote knowledge transfer and erthance competitiveness 

'ENACT' PROJECT 
Funding was secured in 2002 for a pilot implementation 
of the Business Development Model as part of the EnACT 
- Enterprise in Action project. The partners invoived in 
the programme were the County/City Enterprise Boards 
In the region, Enterprise Ireland, Waterford Institute of 
Technology, Institute of Technology, Carlow and the 
South-East Regional Authority with management of the 
project being carried out by Waterford IT. 

The EnAct project conduded in December 2004. As part 
of the project, twenty divene ' rural' SMEs were lecrulted 
and chalienged to strategicaliy grow their businesses. A 
team of business coaches and facilltators were reclulled 
and encouraged to help the companies overcome diffl
cuities and position them for further deveiopment. A 
project team was put in piace to facilitate management 
of the various partnerships and business relationshis. 
For more informalion see the EnAct webslte at 
www.enact.te. 

OTHf.R PROjECIS 
The South-East Regional Authority was approvtd 10 par
lidpale in the following IN I"ERREG ill transnational 
projects during 2004; portUrban and Revos. 
Approval was also a project, 'II'ITRO' under 
FP 6 - the iXth Framework Programme for Research & 
Development. Work on these proj<Cts wUl commence in 
early 2005. Details are available on the Authority's wob
site: www.sera.le. 

THEMATIC NETWORKS 
The Authority partldpattd in two EU Themali 'etWOrks 
during 2004, IIJmely: SAIl- trengthenlng Aadcmk and 
Indu Irlal Unks, co ordinattd by Coventry University 
(UK) with 14 other regions from Europe, and REGIONET 
- trolegies for ustalnable Development, ro-ordlnattd 
by thelnterdbciplinary Centre for Comparatl,,, R< s.eaICh 
In the Sodal Sciences (Austria) with IS other partnen 
aooss Europe. 

-i'.---------------- South-fASt Reg»oaJ AudKX1ty AnnUAl REport 2004 ---------------
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EU COMMITIEE 
OF THE REGIONS 
The Authority provides research 
and administrative support to the 
region's representative on the EU 
Committee of the Regions. Cllr, 
Michael Fitzgerald, member of South Tipperary County 
Council and the South-East Regional Authority is the 
representative from the South·East. 

The Committee of the Regions (CoR) is a consultative 
institution, which was established under the Maastricht 
Treaty. The Committee, with a total membership of 317 
representing regions in the 25 member-states, holds 
office for four years. Ireland has nine members and nine 
alternate members on the CoR. Each Regional Authority's 
representative on the Committee gives regular briefings 
to their respective Authorities on developments within 
the CoR. 

Further details of the CoR and its work are available on 
its webslte at www.cor.eu.int. 

IRISH REGIONS OFFICE 
The Irish Regions Office ORO) was established 
as a Brussels based resource for the Irish 
Committee of the Regions (CoR) and their egional 
authorities. The activities of the office have sim· 
expanded through a coUaboration of the 
tbe Irish Regions (AIR), the 
Environment, Heritage & Local 
authority managers to provide a wider 
to Irish local and regional authorities. 
matIon see the website of the IRO at I 

ASSOCIATION OF IRISH 
REGIONS 
The Association of Irish Regions (AIR) is 
representative . 
Authorities and two e, In tlr 
objectives are to eland. Its 
>hI of Its member-. p on matters cOnCUlilng 
functions for which they and the 
and to offer advice to Government 
to economic and 

Freedom of rmation 

From the 1st October 2001, the Regional AuthOrity 
became subject to the provisions of the FOI Act, 1997 
IFOI Act, 1997 (Prescribed Bodies) (No. 4) Regulations, 
2001, SI No. 475 of 20011 . The Act was introduced to 
allow public access to records not already available 
under existing legislation. Any queries relating to the 
Act may be directed to the officer with responsibility for 
dealing with requests, Mr. Mlchael Moroney. 

AN GHAEILGE AGUS , 
CULTUR 
The Official languages Act, 2003 places a statutory 

on government departments and public bodies, 
regional authorities, to make specific provi· 

integrated delivery of services and for the 
of improved services th rough the Irish 

for their customers. This involves providing a 
level of services through Irish and/or bilingually 
Qfolrmli·r customers of their right to choose the 

language in which they wish to be dealt with. 

FOR THE REGION 

The AuthOrity cnn 
region's 



DETAILS Of MEETINGS G 
3 t ST DECEMBER, 

Type Number Average attendance 
Regional Authority 9 89% 
Operational Committee (EU Assistance Functions) 3 26% 

PRESEN'IATIONS AT REGIONAL AUTHORITY M F.ETINGS 2004 

Month 

January 

Feburary 

April 

May 

July 

September 

October 

November 

Discussion Topic 

Rail Network in the South·East 

Tourism Trends in Ireland 
and the South·East 

South·Eastern Office of the 
Depal tlllent of Education and Science 

Regional Planning Guidelines 

Role and Functions of Regional Authorities 
(for the benefit of new members) 

Broadband Technology at a National 
and Regional Level 

Development of Natural Gas at 
a National and Regional Level 

Industrial Development in the 
South·East Region 
·Winning Innovation and Investment" 

Addressed By 

Mr. Peter Roche, District Manager, lamr6d tireann 

Mr. Joe Palmer, Regional Tourism Manager, 
South·East Tourism 

Mr, Ronan MuthaU, Assistant Prindpal, 
South·Eastern Regional Office 

Mr. Uam McGree, Project Manager 

Mr. Tom Byme, Director, 
South·East Regional AuthOrity 

Mr. Tony Barrett, Higher Executive Officer, 
Department of Communications, Marine and 
Natural ResoUJces 

Mr. Raphael Kelly, PrindpaJ Officer, 
Gas Policy Section, DCMNR 

Ms. Mary Buckiey, Area Director 
'" Mr. Srlan Conroy, Regional Manager, 
lDA Ireland 

DETAilS OF CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS AITENDED 
BY MEMBERS 

Dates Particulars o. of m"mbut a lkndinll 

6th - 9th May Study visit to the province of Alessandrta, Northern Italy 6 

15th October Association of Irish Regions Conference, BallJna, Co. Mayo 10 

• 



~'------------

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST 
DECEMBER, 2004 

EXPENDI11JltE 

Salaries 
Office Equipment, Supplies, Maintenance 

Postal &: Telephone Charges 

Annual Members Allowances - Art 34(1) &: Cathaoirleach's Allowance 

Travel & Subsistence Allowances: 
I) Art. 34(2)(a) 

iI) Art. 34(2)(b) 

ili) Staff 

Rent, Rates, Heating, etc. 

Regional Craft Centre Contribution 

TIpperary Technology Park 

Contribution to Irish Regions Office, Brussels 
Regional Planning Guidelines 

E-BYGOV Project 

SEISS PrOject 
SEEDS Project 

CONNECI EO COMMUNITIES Project 
SENSlTIC Project 

SAIL Thematic Network 

REGIONET Thematic Network 

ATLANTIC GATEWAYS PrOject 
SPORTURBAN Project 

SERPANT Broadband Project 

Miscellaneous 

RECE.lPIS 

2004 
EURO 

227,985.72 

12,057.90 

8,374.11 

84,160.65 

18,139.35 

1,601.43 

10,731.60 

10,548.00 

20,000.00 

34,596.00 

7,892.50 

69,820.72 

0.00 

25,596.76 

22,797.24 

174,449.75 

151,404.11 

1,079.21 

0.00 

1,387.14 

10,703.76 

685.16 

13,018,218.81 

31,1I8.88 

13,951,991_65 

2003 
EURO 

183,868.96 

8,207.68 

7,573.48 

83,291.15 

21,843.79 

1,487.96 

13,728.56 

10,231.50 

25,000.00 
0.00 

0.00 

68,542.47 

7,791.44 

143,930.12 

146,265.10 

161,274.79 

876.41 

9,607.59 

2,839.89 

0.00 

0.00 

352,141.20 

28,232.01 

1,278,034.10 

Contributions from Constituent Local Authorities 322,591.50 292,766.50 

Recoupment from Southern &: Eastern Regional Assembly 44,456.70 50,878.47 
Recoupment FINFSI'RA PrOject 96,913.23 

0.00 
::?,upment E-BYGOV Project 22,519.57 0.00 

ecou ment CONNECrED COMMUNITIES Pro'ect~ ________ ....11.Q0~6,~9~15~.~2~8 ___ ~6~5!L:,3~9~6.~9~7-
::;upment SENSlTIC PrOject ' 2,303.70 0.00 

cou ment SAIL Thematic Network 
7,510.57 

• 
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CONCLUSION 
Since its establishment in 1994, the Regional Authority 
has applied itself with enthusiasm and vigour to fulfill
ing its role and in strenuously promoting the interests 
of the South-East. It has embraced its task of promoting 
co-ordination in the provision of public services in the region, 
reviewing the overall development needs, monitoring 
and assessing the spending and impact of EU assistance, 
and in being a strong voice for the South-East. 

The Authority continues to receive excellent support 
and co-operation from all of the local authorities, public 
authorities and other organisations in the region, and it 
looks forward to a strengthening and development of 
these relationships in the years ahead. 

The Authority has taken the view that the South-East 
Region suffers from the widely.held misconception that 
it is a relatively well-off part of the country, but all of 
the main socio-economic incticators point to the fact 
that it is not. The Authority will continue to press 
government for a greater share of EU assistance and 
investment, and it will continue to play a leading role 
in ensuring that the South-East receives its fair share of 
national economic investment. In doing so, it will seek 
to motivate and co-ordinate all the relevant interests in 
the region towards this objective. In particular, it will 
strive to mobilise public and political support to ensure 
that the South-East benefits to the maximum from 
enhanced national and regional development and welfare. 

The Authority has worked in close c<>-operation with 
the local authorities, public agendes and a wide range 
of organisations and interests in the South-East during the 
year in the preparation of Regional Planning Guide
lines. The guidelines will implement the objectives of the 
National Spatial Strategy as they relate to the South-East 
and will address the overall development reqUirements 
and priorities of the region into the future. 

The 'SERPANf' South-East Broadband Project coordinated 
and managed by the South-East Regional Authority on 
behalf of its 6 constituent City/County Councils repre
sents a unique exercise in inter-authority and regional 
co-operation and partnership. The installation of a key, 
state-of-the-art telecommunications infrastructure in 
the principal urban centres in each county in the region 
serves to enhance the attractiveness and marketability 
of the region for inward industrial investment and for 
enterprise development. The AuthOrity will continue to 
work with the Deparbllent of Communications, Marine 
and Natural Resources and with local authorities to 
ensure the provision of essential broadband infrastruc
ture in smaller towns and rural areas throughout the 
region. 

This Annual Report is intended to provide information 
on the nature, purpose and role of the Authority, and to 
briefly review its principal activities during 2004. 
Further copies of the Report and additional information 
may be obtained from the Director. It may also be 
viewed and down loaded from the Authority's webslte 
in pdf format. 

---______________ South-East RegIonal Audooo1ty Annuall1o,pon 2004 -----------------
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