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Confidential. Until Confirmed 

_IONAL HEALTH COUNCIL 

IoID'lJTES Cll' MESTTh1; !iELD ON 22!ID J1JN3. 1962 
IN THE COIiFERENCE ROOM . CUSTOM ROUSE. DUBLIN. 

The members present were : -

E.S. O' Braoin, Uas a 

Dr. D. Connolly 
M. Costello, "Esq., M.P.S. I . 
Professor J;F . CUIlIli.!-.gham 
Leslie Been T.. de Barn 
Miss A.W. Doherty, RoG . p . , RoM. 
J. Doherty, Esq .. , R.M.N . 
Professor J . Dunne 
Sir A.ntho~ C. Esmonde ~ Bt . , T.D. 
J. P. Flynn, Esq. 
Alderman tI .J . McGuinness 
M. l4e.cken, Esq. 
Dr. E. MacSea rraigh 
Dr. G. Maguire 
M. Moynihan, Eaq. 
lIi.s 11 . l!urphy , R.G-.N., S.C.\!. 
E. F. O'Donoghue, Esq., I..D .. S. 
J. O'Ha.nra.ha.:a , Esq., F"R.C. S .I. 
C.A. O'Sulliva.?}, Esq .. , B.D.S. 
L. "P. Pelly, Esq ., M.P.S.I., Dip .Opt. 
Dr. J.P. Sh&'1.ley 
Petriok J. Teenen, Esq .. 
Dr. F.C. Ward. 

Apologies for their inability to attend were reoeived from Mrs . L. Hunt 
and Dr. H. Qui.nlan. 

Mr . Sean MaoEntee, T~iste and N.i..'1.ister for Health, who was aooompanied 
by Mr. PO' O' Muireedhaigh, Seoretary, Department of Health, opened the meeting. 
The TMaiate addressed the me::iber-s as fellows: 

"For the third time it has falJ,.en to me to re-oonstitute the 
National Health Council and on its first assembly to greet its members. 
On preoediDg oooesioIl:3 the letter funotion has been a pleasant one; 
and it is a pleasant 9r.e to-day. Form.tl1.y, but warmly, I welcome each 
o£ you to the Custom House and wish your Council well in i ts deliberations. 
These have to deal nth problems which are the ooncern of my Department , 
and are of great importance not only to the oommunity as a whole but to 
the ind.i vidual me:illbers of it 0. 

The funotions of' t he Council are defined by law es those of' an 
advisory or oonsultative bod\Y. The Council may advise the Minister for 
Be~th on -and here I quote the relevant seotion of t he }-et - "suoh 
general matters a...~ecting er incidental to the healtn of the people 
as may be referred to t hem by the Minister, and.on such other general 
matters (other than oonditions of employment of officers and servants 
and the 81!!.ount oe: payment of grants or allowanoes ) relating to t he 
operation of' health servioes e~ they think. fit . " In order that the 
Council should be in a position to fuli'il its f'unctiol13 in an adequate 
and sati,sfaot.ory manner , it is so oonstituted that its members in a 
variety ar knowleege end experience oover the widest range which is 
oompatible with efi'eotive discussion and reasonable size. Thus you 
inolude among your members persons from t he major branohes of the 
medica.l, dental, nursing and pharmaoeutioal pro:f'essiona , and f rom the 
fields at publio administration, commeroial lif'e and trade union 
aotivities. I feel thet in the Council as assembled here to-dq there 
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is a happy blending of specdal expel':'ienoe ani breadt h cr.'> interest 
and. that I may look t o i t f or useful a.."ld practical &dvice ~ 

As you will be aware 1 t here is at preser.t in session e. Select 
Committee of Dell Ei...">""Sar.:n on the r..eaJ.th services. T:n.i.s Committee was 
appointed to examine t o what extent s :Lt' ar>.y , experience has shown 
that havi.l'.g r egard to the ger..eral struoture ef Qur society, the exist ins 
syste~ of' health services does not meet in a reasonable way, and - 2-

very important poi.'1.t - at reasonable cost, the essential needs of the 
vs.......j.ous sections of our population for medicel. care and attention. It 
is required to review inc ome limits ~ the existing arrangements for 
deterci.ni:og eligibility J to c O!lSider the practicability of' a free-choioe 
of doctor in the ~ervices , t o examiue the :financial arrangements for 
the services, ~d. i n general to reoonmena. on these a!".d ot her relevant 
matters. It is obvious t hat the work of this Committee extends in the 
broadest terms O"ler a very wi de range indeed, and that the !"esult of 
its deliberations will be of: great moment to all t hose; who heve a 
special duty and. interest in regard. to the provision or health services. 
It would be_wrong, however, to ass'..me that the existence of this 
Committee dir:rl.nishes t!le fu."1ctions ot: other bodies such a s the National 
Health Cou-'1Oil, whose basic responsibilities relate to the operation 
of the existi."'.,g scheme of h ealth services . 

The Select COlllJl:.ittee, in accordance with its ter-...s of reference, is 
consid.eri.."1g very broad questions of policy as to the adequacy of existing 
services and the poss i b:.J.ity of, or necessity for, cr-~ea in tneir 
structure. Your Council on the other :hand is primarily concerned with 
the administration or t he services f\.S at present established by law, 
e...'1d you woulc. not , e.s a get:eral rule, be calleo. upon to direct your 
energies to the consideration of fundamental amendment s or alterations 
in the basic legislative i'rame'l',ork within which the services operate. I 
mention t r..is i.n case sc::.e cf :;'"OU mey feel "t r..at bec a use of' the existence 
of' the Dail Select CcIllillttee the f'u .... lctions of' the present Council would 
in some way be leas oner ous or r esponsible than those of' previous 
Councils. 

The present Council wi l l in f'act be charged in the same I:leasure 
with the sarae burder>.s e s its predecessors i..'1 edvisir.g t!;.e Mi.ni.ster for 
Health on general matt ers ef'fecti.1g or inoi dental to t he h ealth of 
the people . Furthermore if' , arising cut of the deliberations of the 
Select CoEmit-tee, new :;:rovisions should require to be made by regulation 
in respect ot: a..""ly lilatt e r s comi."1g W1der the Health .Act s , this Council 
will have the .special r e s ponsibilityof' renderi.."1g advice to the Minister 
f'or Health on t he meki..."1g of such regulations. 

V/hen, at its i ns '..lgur al meeting.. I aC!.dressed y our immediate 
predecess or;. on t he Nationa l Heel-t h Co'.l.t.""lcil, I dre .. .specie.]. attention to 
the cost of' t he health s ervices ., I pointed out t hat t hey were then, 
in the year 1960, cost i r...g oyer ..;a7 milli on a year from public moneys. 
T"neir cost in the present ye ar rill be well over .LZO !!iil.lion~ Everyone, 
and most of' all the Minist e r :for Health, ",1,' ould like t o i.mprove public 
health services . A r-eput6.tion for liber al i ty is easily earned if' one 
is disposed tc aC} quir~ i t at t he +'expayers' expense. It i ::o mcre diff'icult 
to practise prudence and eoorroll3Y an:i ~ t h ereby , t o ma.k~ ez''f'ic:''ency an 
effective substitut e f or fr-se spe:::ldingo But it is i nevita.ble, if 
regretteble, thet e publ ic el.~hcrity can only give t o the extent that 
it ca.n take aLd: tc im:?r-ove , t;:; -':::.d.e!2, t o e:ct.end one bre..'rlch of' t he public 
services must restrict , delimi 't o~ '-'..roen t he c offi!ilUl1.ity's resources in 
some other respects . 

Even if' i t i s .somet imes i'crgd:taE :.n t he heat- of political 
controversy, it must be r enerrioersd t.hat every choice exercised represents 
other opportU!lit ies :.:"'oregone; f or tr.er-e i s • ..ever just one r,:u...-pose alone 
to which all given resources may be s olely and entirely devoted. There 
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e re always severel necessarily competing alternatives. If things 
were not so, there v:oulc. be no necessity for debate, aod health 
service5 woul.d, indeed, be outside the field of contr oversy . But 
as things ere, the claims f or improved health services must oompete 
with the claI:la!l.t needs for better economic conditions genere.lly, 
better social services generally, improved housing , improved 
education, end sc on. True wisdom. in this matter is surely to be 
found not i.."1 the pushi..'"'.g to an extreme of e:rv one claim at the 
expense or.'" others, but i..'I'1 the proper ordering of th~ in."l.UIl!erable 
demands so that the whole structure of our econoItlY, the whole we:y 
of life of our people is directed. .... ith good sell3e and prudence 
towe.rds the most pr act icable ends . 

This I need hardly assure you is no simple task. It is a v/or k 
calling not o!Lly for patience but also for discernment; and if your 
COW'lcil, which is concerned with one part only of the responsibilities 
which fall upon the State should ,find at t imes that apparently obvious 
improvements in the existi.ng servicea are not taken, you will , I trust 
appreciate that these measures , when all th.il16S were cOl".aidered, might 
not in fact be practicable - perhaps even for a variety of reasons .. 
Nevertheless I should like to stress that it is the function of yoor 
Council to keep the special interests Cif the health servi.ces forelIiost 
in its deliberations , and whiJ.e this function is a specialised one , it 
is a most useful and necessary one . Furthermore, since cAlr present 
expenditure is so big, it can and. shouJ.d be the constant aim of all 
who a re charged. with ari'J responsibilities whatever in relation to the 
services to see that the moneys allocated are put to the beat possible 
use. In this respect there is always r oom for wcrthwhile improvement , 
and in this endeavour especially, the National Health Council oan, and 
no doubt will, continue to be of assistance to the Minister for 
Health in the execution of his duties a 

I should like to oonclude by thanking all who have consented to 
serve on the Council. Individua1ly none of us see eye t o eye on 
everything. L'1deed may Providence forbid that OD. e bo<t,r such 25 this 
everyone should - for that would be to reduce discussion and 
deliberation to a nullity . But however we may dif'fer or agree on 
catter s of public concern I na""e a WB.l"Q . admiration for your ebilities 
collectively and ind.i.vidually and. for the sense of duty which has 
moved each of you to accept appointment; and I em very grateful to 
y ou all accordingly . " 

After the TMaiste and the Secretary of the Department had left the 
meetiDg, the ~ exple.U\ed the procedure to be followed in t he 
election of an e.ctinE; CJ:..airoan under the Standing Ordersa .-

Mra Co.stello proposed that Mrs. Barry be elected Acting Chairman. 

Mr. Flynn seconded t his proposal a 

lo:rs. Berry ;vas ur,L8..1'umously elected Acting Chairman. 

The .Acting Chairme..n. invited nominations for Chairman of the Council 
for the coming year. 

Alderman McGuiruless p roposed that Mr. O'Braoin be elected Cr...airman. 
He said that in his experience of public l±f'e he had encountered no other 
per son iVho could. fulfil the functions cf Chairman as ably as Mr. O'Br aoin. 
It gave him great pleasure to propose Mr. O'Braoin as Chei..."'"man of the new 
Council. 

Mr. ?elly seconded. t his proposal. 
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Y.r. O'Braoin 'Was unanimously elected Chairman with accl amation. 

The Chairman thanked the members oi' the Council for electing him 
again. He recal led that he had firs"t. been eleoted Chairman when the Council 
was formed in 1954 and he had been e l ected unanimously ever since .. He 
thought the time hed now arrived ;Then it might be 1'I'ell if' there were El. ohange 
of Chairman. His association with the Netional Health Council had led to Ma 
forming ma.n;y friends among the medical and other professionE;. It had been 
an enjoyable experience a..'1d much useful work bad been done . The suggestiona 
a.l'ld recommendations made by the COl.llcil, even if not accepted at the time, 
were often adopted ultimately and it was seldom that t he Minister turned 
down completely the recommendations made by the Council.. He pointed out 
that t he functions of the Council were defined by statute and that they 
were limited in the matters which they might oonsio.er. He advised the 
members to read the Standing Ordera to !"amilia-'"'ise themselves with the 
Council's prccedure s . 

He said that he would carry out his duties as Chairman to the best of 
his ability and, as t'ar s.s possible , to the satisf'action of the members of 
the Council . 

Dr. Shanley proposed t hat Dr. Ward be elected Vice Chail'!!lEU'"l. 

Mrs . Bam seconded thi s proposal. 

Dr. Ward was unanimousl y e lected Vice Chairman. 

Dr . Ward thanked the proposer and seconder ot: the motion and al.l the 
members of the Council for his election as Vice Chairman. 

Correspondence 

There was no correspondence. 

Date of' Next Meeting . 

The Chairman said that in previous y ears they had avoided holding 
meetings in July and August but the Secretary had informed him that it might 
be necessary to hold a meeting this July to consi~r Regulat i ons which 
might be made by th~ Mini ster. If such a meeting was being held the 
Secretary and Chairman would fix the dat e but the date of the next ordinary 
meeting of the COWlcil could no .. be considered. 

Mr s. Barry enquired whether ·aome day other than Friday oould be chosen 
for the meetings. 

The Chairman s aid that Friday r...a.d originally been cho3en because .it 
suited the doctor3 and surgeons. If the Council l'/ished to cha."'lge the day 
of: the meet ing: it could do so. 

It was considered that e date late iri September would be t he most 
suitable and it wa.s agreed that t he next ordinaI"Y" meeting should be fixed 
for Thursday the 27th September. If' Thursday was f ound to be unsuitable 
they could later revert to Friday. 

The meeti.ng terminated at 4-. 45 p . m. 

£.s .o~~· 

;zb. 7 6''''''. 
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NATIONAL HEALTH OOUNCIL 

Minutes of Special Meeting held on 26th July, 1962 in the 
Conference Room, Aras Mhic Dhiarmada, Store Street. Dlblin. 

The members present were:-

E.8. 6 _om Uo.s. 
Dr. F. C. ward 
Dr. D. Connolly 
J. Doher ty, Esq., R.ll..N. 
Professor J, Illnne 
Mrs. "'ay Jfunt 
Alderman ld. J . lIcGuinness 
Dr. E. MacScarre.igh 
Dr. G. l&lguire 
lL Moyniha.n, Esq. 
Wiss M. l&lrphy, R.G.N., S.C.l(. 
J. OtHanrahan, Esq., F.R.C.S.I. 

11. '<~linlan, Esq., ILD. 
Dr. J. P . 8bm10y. 

Apologies tor their inability to attend were received from 
Professor J.F. Chnningham, Sir A. Esroonde, Mr. J.P. Flynn, )fro. C.A. 
O'&llliva n and ltiss A.. W. Ibherty. 

J4:i.nu tes of 'Previous meetJ..ng , 

The Chairnan said that while it was not usual to sign the minutes 
of an ordinary meeting a t a special meeting, there was, ho • .-ever, no 
particular reason why it should not be done if those present agreed. The 
minutes were accordingly approved and signed. 

Correspondence 

'i'vt'O letters, which had been . circulated to the members wi th the 
agenda for the meeting, had been received from the Secretary, Department 
of Health, requesting the Council' s views on ~tt regulations providing 
for increases in 

(1) Disabled persons a.llo-wances 

(2) Allowances for persons suf"f'ering from 
infectious diseases. 

The Chainnan .pointed out on the Disabled Persons Allowanoes tba t the 
draft Regulations ha.d been submitted for the consideration of the 
Council a s a natter of procedure and that it would not be practioa.ble 
for the Council to recommend amendments in the amount of the allowance. 
The Cbail."lJl!i.n considered that the Minister should be i nformed that the 
Council welcomed the present increase and hoped that he would consider 
a fUrther increase when he was in a position to do so. 

~ remarked th9.t he ""as glad to see an increase in the allowance. 



- 2-

}fro. Moyniha.n _~_s disposed to urge a bigger increase. Tne last increase 
in the allowance had been granted in 195411 and the cost of' living had 
grea tly increased. since the. ... 

~_ proposed t.. .... t the Council shoul d agree to the Chairnan IS 

sugges tiott. 

Dr. 'Ibnne was of the opinion t hat , as had been stated by Mr'. 1bynihan, 
the increase was not proportionate to rising costs. 

Dr. ward said te"at payment of an allowance under the Regulations would 
not debar a p erson from obtaining Home Assistance. F..e added that it 
would still be a matter f or the local auhtori ty to decide on granting 
a lesser a l lowance than 25!-d. 

It was agreed that the Secretary should write to the Minister 
welcoming the decisi on to increase the a llowance and asking him to 
eJCamine the possibility of a further incr05lse in it as soon as possible. 

Inf'cctious Diseases Allo .. ances ._ 

In reply to .Dr. Magu1re ~ s i nquiry as t o t he dis eases covered by the 
phrase ltinfectious diseases", the ~~ said there v.aa a statutory 
list. This wa.s read by tbe Secretary. 

llr's. Hunt asked whether it could be suggested to tr..e Minister that the 
cost of' living had gone up beyond the point recognised by the increases. 

~d.ern:a.n 1bGuinness asked how the figure of' 15/-d. in respect of out­
goings on a house had been arrived at. He said that, even when 
subsidised, the outgoings on a local authority house were nornally not 
less than 27/6d. a week. trne amount allowed by the Department ;.,as 
sufficient five or six years ago, but rents have now increased and the 
figure should also have increase d. He suggested tha. t if the Council 
pointed this out to the Minister it might be possible to have the allow­
ance increased later. 

The Chairna.n asked if the Council -wished to bring to the notice of the 
lotinister t!¥lt t he sum of l5/- do allowed Wlder the regulations in respeot 
of' the outgoings on a house did not take a.ccount of present-day costs, 
and that the Council. wished l"o.i!ll to cOI"..sider increasing the amoWlt a s 
soon as possible. Tnis ',vas agreed. 

Dr. Mi.cSearraigh drew attention t .o the f'act that where a m'3.rried IJan is 
receiving institutional services , his "tife gets an a llowance of £2.6.0, 
wt.creas i f both are recei~Ting such services , they get an allo-wance of 
only 19/-d. betv.-een them. 

Dr. Maguire.,queried the position of a person suffering from t'.Jbereulosis 
who, oecause the disease was certified. as beiI'..g no longer active, became 
ineligible for the .allor13.nces, while he ;.as still, in fact, unable to 
work. 

Dr. fbrd said that the CoWlty Medical Officer .. ·,as always consult ed as to 
~ess of s. patient, and it W3.S doubtful that he ,vould report a 
person a s bei ng f'i t unless ne was qui te sure on the point. In the 
a dminis t ration of tp..e regulations ~ he though t that both the loca.l 
authoritil:!:s and medioal officers acted sympathet1aally. !f a patient 
thought trat he had bee..'>l subjected to i.njustice , there were remedies 
available to him. 

/Dr. l&.cSoarraigh 
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Or. llicSearrai,,-D. said. tr..a t ::--.e -:;e::1a.enC"J was to continue payv'..ent of an 
allo~ce for 10:1gor ti:2.!l , .... .:; ::1ec !:sS3.!""h so t~at -people often r egarded. 
it as a pension. He suggestec. t i'.at the M:iniste :- s.."r:lould, i>..owever, c e 
a sked. t o make new regulations to ::cver the tuberculosi s reh'abilitation 
period., du...-ing -.":-.:.icil a :;:erson coc:.lc. :lot provide for his racily. The 
existing r ehabilitation arrange:nent,s a=-e not eno .... gh, ana to ge t the 
benefit of them a person must- go t o a.!l instituti on. 

T.'le C:'lai~n sugges t e::l :-:a-. :;-.~S p..spa::'j of the ~t:ter ",vo:.11d be n:ore 
appropr ia t e 'to an ordL"1ary meetJ..ng ef the CouncilQ He suggested that 
tr...e item might be put on the a..g~nda for the Septel7i!:::ler meeting. This -,-.us 
agreed.... 

Tne Chai rrran said that t;--,'TO roo t :tons which bad been submitted by Dr. 
liacSearraigll were more a'9pro~ ::." ia t.e tc- a.n ord.i...~ry l!teeting of tlle Counci l 
and Dr. liicSea=raigh 'TOl;.ld CC::l.sia.er ?ut~ing them c.o70. for the next 
meeting . 

A vote of' sy:rr:ath:r toe D= , ::?.:.;,...lar. en the death of his brother .... as 
passed. 'm e Council s1.:ood. ir~ silence , 
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Minutos or meet ing hel d on 27th September 1962. in the 
Conference Room. Aras Mhio'Db1anna.da, Store Str~et. Dublin. 

The members pr-osent were:-

E. S. 0 Br aoin, Uas. J Ohairman, 
Dr. F.C. Ward.. 
Profe~.sor J.r. Ounningham. 
]tiss A. W. Doberty, _R. G.Ji'. J R.lL 
J. DohertYJ Esq. 
Professor J . Dunne. 
Sir Anthorv C. Eamonde, Bt. J T.D. 
J. P. Flynn, Esq. 
Alderman ¥ . J . KoGuinness 
JC:. :Macicen, Esq. 
Dr. E. IIaoSearraigb.. 
Dr. G. l!aguire. 
M. Moynihan, Esq., 
Miss M. :Murphy, R.G.N., S.O.M. 
E.F. O'Donogh~J Esq., L.D.S. 
J. O'Hanrahan, Esq., P.R.C.S.I. 
C.A. otSul11van, 'Esq., B.D.S. 
Dr. H. Quinlan, 
Senator T. Rua.ne. 
Dr. J . P. Shanley. 
htrick J. Teehan, Esq. 

Apologies for their inability t-o atten:i were received from l4rs. 
BarryJ lIr. la. Costello and lU'. L.P. ~elly. 

lU.nutes of previous meeting 

The minutes of tle mee t ing held on 26th July J 1962 were approved and. 
signed. 

Correspondence. 

There _e no oorrespondence. 

Making of Regulations to cover payment of an allowance during tie t uberculosis 
rehabUi tation period. 

The Chairman said t hat at tre previous meeting two motions submitted 
by Dr. KaoSearra1gh had been deferred for considert}tion a t the present 
meeting. One of these matters had since been settled in the manner whioh 
Dr. MaoSearra.igh was suggesting. The other item was on t~ agenda for the 
present meeting and, while he thought tpat the Council t s functions in 
relation to t his matter were limited, he considered that suggestions could 
be made to the Minister concerning the making of Regula tioNl. 

Dr. MacSearraiAA said that, although he had submitted the motions, the 
matter had 'arisen in a general discussion concerning diffiouJ.1i1es relating 

/2 ...... 
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to a ~lly depending on a T . B~ allowa..r'..ce which suddenly stopped. Tre 
Il18.ttcr was dealt ",1 t h differently in d ifferent counties; in his own 
county t he allowance was usually continued for a period of 2 to 3 mo nths 
af'ter the disease was regar ded as b eing cured to allow the recipient a 
breaking-in period. It was not easy ~ however , to cant inue the allowance 
for suc h peri ods a s tr-e wording of the Regulations was strict. Cases 
probably arose in every county .... here people were physically or psycholog­
ically incapable of returning t o work even tr.ough the act ive disease 
had been cured.. The general idea stressed at the previous aeat ing was that 
after the d isease was regarded a s having been cured there should be 60~ 
period of rehabil itation during which the allowance could be c ontinued. 
W'nether this period should be a fixed. one or determined by a certificate 
from the doctor concerned was a matter ,,,hioh oould be settled by discussion. 

Arising out of this ge neral question, he refeITed to the problem 
involved in a part icular case 'lIhere a mother will have to pay for the 
maintenance in a Count y Beme of her son, who will be a life-long invalid 

-,~,~~l;~f~,-t of ~~8.:5:',~_1!~:~,:kc . ~~~tuberCular rrening i tis. 

The Chai.ru:an point ed out fr:a t while the Council ,<auld probably deal with 
:-~the general matter ot tnese allowances, oonsideration of special cases was 
. outside i t s func t i ons .. 

Sir Anthony Es:nx>nd.e said that he 'WaS strongly in favour of a rehabilitation 
period during \'fhich an allrn'fance would be taid. The patient was liable 
to relapse if he could not rAVe a period of rehab ilitation. 

Dr. Ward said that it seemed clear that t he members of' tlr. Counoil \Tere 
in favour of continuing allowances t'or a period of rehabilitation. The 
matter was, however, largely one of administration. Allowances were net 
suddenly stopped. The Chief' Medical Of f icer or County Medical Officer 
certif i es when a patient is f it to resume work. He would be surprised 
if the :Medical Officer did this immediately on d ischarge of a patient 
from a sanatorium, a s a rehabilitation period i s generally regarded as 
necessary.. The payment of an allowance d uri ng this j:eriod wo~d not 
require Regulations, but could be deal t with administra t ivel y . He did not 
co~ider it necessary that a patient should be suffering from active 
tuberculosis iD. order to qualify for the allo,· .. ance; re could see no reason 
wtw- the medical off icer would not certu'y tr..e patient as still suffering 
from the disease even tnough it was no longer active~ He thought that 
this was, iD. fact , beir..g done in mast areas. 

~ said that it could solOOti mes be difficult in pr ac tioe to provide 
for payment during a period at rehabilitation, a tenn which was not aJ.ways used 
very precisely. ~he Regulat ions were strict: they specified people 
suffering from T. B" If payment of U:e allowance was being extended to 
cover a period when the p3.t ient was 1'.0 longer suffering from T. B. the 
question of t re dura tion of' thi s period arose and W!le ,oras to judge wher. 
t he allowance should f il1lally cease" Be pointed out that home assistance 
was available in cases of necessity .. 

~ said that all the work in the sanator il..1lJ. can go fo r nothing if 
the pe.tie nt goes back to work too soon after leaving it ~ 

)(re llacken said tm.t he agreed with Dr. Ward but he t hought that the 
Regulations were usually interpreted in the way suggested by him. Nomal ly, 
it is only when the Chief MediCal. Officer certifies that the patient is 
fit to :return to wor k that the allOi'fa..'"lCe is stoppedo It may son:et~s be 
continued for a period af'ter suoh certif i cate to enable the l=8ticnt to 
rim hb feet again., It was not always necessary to pay an allowance fo r 
t he rehabilitation period5 If a ~!.·Bcn 'Rere in a rehabilitation 
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institution and '.'fere earrung ree.so!".a.ble wageol!> an allowance could not be 
pa.ido He consid.ered that w~th a liberal int.erp!'etatio~ of the 
regulations 9 difficulties of' the type rrent ior..ed .., .. >.:n u.d not a.rise o I f t.he 
Chief Me dical Officer int.e r-preteo. -;he R~gula tions l iberally SJ:ld oerti!'ied 
aocordingly he could not .3e-a th&.t "!:ba re wes a:;r real problem to be 
overcome" 

~ said that t o extez:6 t:'e al lowar .. ce fo r a matter of months could 
be reasonable out. it was pos sib:'e t hat this might continue for sotre years. 

Dr. Shanley said. tc..at nobcdy ca.;"! say ''1ith certainty at what stage t he 
disease i s completely gone a s i:. ca.'"! lie dormant for a FCriod aoo r eturn 
if tIe patient gee s taoit "to wor.;: too :soor"", 

Dr. Quinlan said that if pecp':'e wer e certified as unfit to work, their 
oases were very well "treated by t~ County Medical Offi cer a nd. they were 
given every ccnsider.it i or...., :Jespite occasior.a1 abuses ne felt the scheme 
was 1 on t he whole, -...oZ'king very well Q 

Dro liaguire said that his ex-perience ,,'as that once a patient was certif'ied 
as being free from aotive tucerculosis 9 h is allowa!1ce was stopped., If 
he was not abl e to vlOrk ; he ~vas then told to appl y for a disability 
allowance o He su&.~es"ted tr.a~ the T.E, a llowance should be c ontinued during 
the period of r er.lS.bilitatior.Q 

~ point ed cu.t that tne disability allcwa.'1ce was for perrr.anentl y 
disabl ed people., 

Sir Anthol\}~ ESIr"mde said that he ag!'eed with Dr~ 1Iaguire" From letters 
he bad received. from his aor~stituent3 it seemed to him that t he allowanc e 
was s t opped whe n the active d.isease ceasedo He thought that 9 although 
the Chief :W:edical Cft'ioer might certify the need for continuing the 
allowance , the adrn.il':listrat ion might not pay itQ 

~ sa. i d that !.f t~ need for continning the allo-..va.nce was 
certif' ied by the Chief Medical Officer s it '~uld be pa:id" 

)!re .:Macken agreed tha.t t .ber·e v;aa no question of refusing the eJ.lowance 
i f the ~a.icaJ. oe:rt ifice.-:e r..ad been giveno He pointed out, nawever 9 that 
some people. regard t x.s allowance as something to which they are entitled, 
a kin d of pensioI!,. ar.d that t.r...ey try to bold on to it indef'initely.. .Dealing 
with people ef this kind 8~-:i.rne $ l eads to imposing more restrictions 
on norn:a.l cases~ In a genuin~ case ~ ho'lfever, if the C. bi,O ' s certificat e 
is obtained, t here i s no furt.r_er diffic ul ty about paying the all owance .. 

The Chairman reILarco. t.hat tr.!13 cure seem.ed t o be i n Dro .1iiacSearra.igh~ s 
own handso 

Drc 14acSea.r~ saic;. that :."t ''VC'.!S useles .... C'.ort ifyi!lg a Jl",an as f:l.t for 
light work o Tnere wa~ ne aL·.ch thing~ i rl the se:ns e that t he} ·e w~s no job 
into -.mich a can could pu"t c..n..ly 25% ef ".is energ.y· .. I D. :-~is o,.,-u county the 
greatest po ee:"ble l a-:itude was g i ven "jut it scor.etimos h:;:.ppen~d that 
the only inco£:iC f"or a family ;vas a tu!::~rculosis ,&.l.lO\ .... ar,c e~ If "the allowance 
was stopped t he family beCame l:i case f c·-:o- pu·:.lic assist2.nce~ am, 
psychologioally ll' this did. r..ot help t he r0 C-01fexy of t he pati~rlto 

Dr. MacSea....-raigll sta"ted tha-:· he !kti ".:leen aSS ~_3ted. grea t l y by t he discussion .. 
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Ret'erring to the case ;,revio l.<.S:;'y !.l-::;::;':: ic-:.ec 'DJ" ;:-i!;., ~~ s.;..id -t;.rS!. t 1'..e wc'...lld be 
grateful for tr.e iOlembers : views o 'L:. ~.3 ;-.::.tier. ~ ':;i:l oe i..:l :;:oe Jo..,::::y Ecwe for 
life, and his metrer has ~o pay £2 ,?er- -,.-,-eek ·c~ ..... a;-d.s r..j.s w.&i!~:~e~..:::e tt-ere . 
The patient d oe s roOt get a;-.J allC',i6..Ue: be::.a-.;.se :'1e i s net· ~uffer~.:.l f !'Ol" active 
tuberculos is but frolr. its effect=.. 

Mr. llacken said t:-.at a :'d:;,e ::.~ t.:..:..,. :"-,-::-:i -.:c~d r.:,"; ':le :-:-c: "E:rl y co • ..s':"de:-e:i 
withou t all the facts.. I~ was POf:s::.::;le tr-..at t he IWtr..er "as well off .. 

Dr. MacSear:-ai~h saie. ~!'w.'C t ::e :pc, i:-,~ ';1a~ t:-.~.:t t:-.e bey was s -=~f e::;;,ing fro::: -: he 
ef't'ects of T . Bo and t:")e q:.:e.s ~:'o:-_ of L.e?..r~ S:-~y..G..o:i ;:o~ aris~ o 

The Chairman said the. t t he Ocur..ci2. :::cwd ~ if i t ',f'ished" r!lB.ke a reo ore.:oor.aation 
t-O 't~ llinister on "t:--e ge:1.e::--al ~t,;es·~:.o-: 01' t::ese al~ G,,·.'a ~ces. 

Following a discussicZl 0:,". t!'...e -.m::5.i r ... q, ::f' the ~:O'. icn~ !):-~ Ward p~?O sed 

" tha't the Oour.c: il request "thE: 1=~':'ni ster t(; take steps toO pl""C' ..... ide t:-:a t 
'1'.13. allowances be cont i n'..O.-=d Q:/cil st.::::h ti.!ne as the C:!:.e f M.edical 
Ot't'ioer concern~d. certii"1.e.'> -::-2. ~ ft.:.ll ca;.a~lt:," to r · ... cTk has :.e~n !'estor-ed.. " 

The Council agreed toO this prc?Osa:l. o 

The Obainoan said that cases sUch 2. 3 tr...at mer.:::icr:ec. by Dre Ma~See.rraigh might 
be covered in c..fF ge~.e?a: Reb'..u.z. tic:.s ,,':-':":":;.r. :Ligh: ·oe o:aie . 

Dr. MaoSearraigh said tr.a~ he :--.ad b.i.J:r.s elf' ceytii':.ed. ~hat ,:; !".t: case to whien 
be was reterrl.ng was 3ui'f'e ring i':r'Oc "the e ffects ef "tu"bercu.l-:;)sis , but the 
:Manager lrould not a.gree to pay ":he 2.l:!.cw3..r:~a" 

lir. Fl..vnn pointed out tha. .. t re ":;o:..;:-cll 'Tel.'e !,"~o "t in ~;;. ::: es sl.on o~ all "tor£ fact s 
concerning Dr. lLacSearraigh' s caae ~ 11:- migb.t well be tr.aT, the patient's 
t'amily were in a pos l.tion to kee:;> :'"_i.:n at !l.:!IDe if' they ·,vi~ ::p.:d to io so" 

llr. llack:en said that i't ',r,as ve:-y i::;.:.;.crta..'l"t "!:o ~-er...e=:.te !: tr..at allO·~a.'"".ces such 
as that paid for tUbe!'Culosis were gY&""1.ted er:. a ...ear .... -s te:n:.. So!te :t:eople ',vere 
inclined to think thiit they -...ere ent i t-led to sl,..'Cn allcwe,!'!ces irrespective of 
their income . People:in a case S·":'C.!1 a s t:!3..t q;..:.C'-::e.i by Dr. 1i.acSearrai gn .wigtrt 
have considerable D:eans. I :l ti':.G.-; NU3e ,,:;'12':; ·.,.o~d::.ot. ne~e.s saril.i 6et e..r! 

infectious d iseases allowan-::e a..'1.c. ~ "nile :.re.::..tD~nt. i .. 1. a :uberculosis i ns'tit :.:'tion 
would still be available free of ch~..r6e J tD..::y migtrc -,:ave to pay the full a .. :::ount 
in most other i :-..s.titutions o 

Dr • .MacSearraigh sai:! t;.at t.his ":;0J' r:a:i s:;:.e~-:; !2.."1Y yea:-s :.n C;;,e:;rJ Orc~ Fever 
Hospital. Pollcwin,g this treatmer::, re \'I""o'...ild not be taken into a mental :nospitaL 
His mother i s a widO"if" anc. -::ould no-: n :J.!'se hi.!-.l at I>.c1":le a:1.d so [le went i::.to the 
Cou."1ty Home. Reply:.r.,; ':;.:) ';·":'-'3'S:i':- ;"".5 ::o.::.ce:r-r,:;.,r.g tr..e =.ea::s 0:' ::::e ;;:ot:-.e::r-7 :9r, 
MacSearraigh said tr..a't s r c :-..ad a l OO-ac::'e f~r::. He adie d ; ::c .. eve!"", t~-: re was 
only corcerned wi th the a.r;<;'.l.T.ent :n~t j if the boy ,;;tas suffe::r- ~!lg t rom the effects 
ot tuberoulosis , he sho:.:.le r,c:' ~ .... e 'to pe::: a:::lt~:-:g~ ?~ would not be taken 
into a T.B. nosp i tal as he 7.'a::;. no- 2. s:.:!.tat:le G2..se f or t:-e.9.'t~~ t..'lere. 

Mr. Ka.ckensaic. tha't trea~e:l.t i n ~ Got=.:.-~~:,· 3:oL!e co-.:.lc. r,o-:; ::e p=:;;-.-irleci !'ree of 
charge it' t re patie :1t or 11:.s f.9!!lily !lad t:h=: r::ea:l.S 'to pay fot' i"t;~ 

Other business 

lr!r. Moyniha...'1. referred t.:- t~e ac ho~l J:"e a.i-:&l ser'lic e ."",ne. -=,'i:, s:;, ~'..:. -e .C"l:~ tre.&..i:2r.er.t 
of optical def ects and provisio" ef ap?lls.nce s o He !>~i:: (;!-AC ir. r:i s area. the 
contract for the supply ef' .~lassc 3 wa3 ;i'.'en to o~e ..;;:-~er;;.!.::;~ fo ;: ~r.e :p~i:..r~ The 
chemis t used the COll."""lt:t -;o:':""lC.':':"' ~ s ?!'er:;.i:;lee :~':): ~. :;::;:.li:.r-~g hJ.. .5 ~\':'"Z". f:'.E..::es fo r 'K;:icil. 
extra IlIOney I:lus t be paic.c 'l'he peo~le .;er~ :.:. : .• ..::::~~ th.;,..t "t-:-.ey I'!'.!:-~ entitl ed to 
take a standard fra.-re f ree of cr..a,!"g €o< 3,,; s,'-.;,;;ee-:::""d, :..~..a"t ~. 03~~'l.:"';..:..a rC. frame p ef good 
t"'.{pc, si'..ould be supplied t. ... t·cugh -: !""""" t"]?mbi;J.,::: G ?·~'.:·,l:as"~ $ec·"::.on of the Depart.ruent 
ef Loce.l Goverrcen: arC 't::a-i; t~ .:-:.em:.s-.: s~"' :.L:: :-..ot ·oe allowed to ex-
hibit his own frames for sale t c '": :f e...-:"J pe:-s-:;m m:.:~ec. do. fr!:Jl".e ether 
than the stamard frame h~ 5,.;"'ow d ~"';: pr:'7ate :'ly!'a~'1g-ement3 r·e ge T, i t o 
14r. lleyEihan also raiSed t :-.e q'.les -: i c;'l .:;f eX2.;rC:'l.ing school cl.11dren f~r eye 
det'ects~ lie said t~t: the ::"i!."~t. 5:'!"<:er..i..-...e; ~3 :i~ r,e '1.:.'" a r .. .lT:se a.-~c. 
that only 'the obvic\,;.S defects 'J!"e "'e s1;.~-;m ''''?~ ne 3~es~ed 
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that maI\Y more defects would come t o light if t he children were e XaIliined 
in t hi!; first instance by an Ophtbalmiy Surgeon. 

Dr. MaoSearraigh, r eferring to MrQ Moynihants proposal r egarding spectacle 
f rames, s a i d that he was very much agains't the use of' circular !!'.etal 
frames. Por example , if the len.s fell out t it might be wrongly replaced 
by an unskilled person with serious effects on the eyes. It had beer 
represented to him by the oontractor for Laois that shaped lenses and tcric 
l enses -were better than the circ ular ones , and i t had been found that the se 
were very satisfactory~ The cont ractor had been asked by the l ocal authority 
to supply other f rames to people ',7::0 wiS!led to r..ave them. People in his 
county were not compelled to go t o tr.e contractoT 1 but on t he whole they 
f ound it convenient to do 50 0 lie was not in favour of obtaining f r ames 
t hrough the Combined Purcr.asing Section,as he felt tr.at better glasses 
could be obtained ;"urler the local arrangement . 

On the question of examination ef eyes i n schools , Dr. MacSearra.ish 
said that each C?unty had its own s y stemG In Laois the system was that 
if a ohild failed to read the second line of' the eye chart , re was 
referred further. Serious defects, suc h as squint, should be l ooked after 
at the age o f a'oout 2 years as the d.amage was done early in life. 

~ suggested t hat Mr. ldoynihan might raise with the County Counoil 
t he quest ion of the chemist using the Council's premises t o display his 
own goods . He sai d that in his area the frames, which are 9f good quaJ.ity, 
are sent direct from Dublin to the l ocal a uthority 

Mr. l4&cken .said that a problem arises from the fact that an unacceptable 
type of frane, usual ly a steel frame, is tendered f er in the first ins tance 
by the contractor. The people object to this frame and ma.ke some sacrif ice 
t o get a better frame" A considerable amo Wlt of business is being done 
in the better frames and there i s no oheck on the charge being Illade by the 
con tractor s . Some local author ities give a reaaorhol y good frame and, 
where this ia dcne, the number of better types of frame sought is 
considerably less than 'When the steel frame is supplied as s tandard. This 
better quality frame costs a bit IOOre but is generally acoeptable a.'1d u9Ually 
s upplied at a competit ive p r ice" He suggested that t he time bad come to 
abandon the old type of frame a nd supply something more acceptable which 
will mee t the needs of most of the people ~oncerned~ He pointed out, 
however, that some local authorit ie s f i nd. i t diff icul t to ge t cor-tractors 
and he stated t hat whe n he rec ently tol d a contractor that he would not 
pay for a fra.-ne ot re r tl>..a.n t hat spec i:fied, the contractor wanted to tenninate 
t he oontract. 

~ said tba. t it was to the advantage of the local authority to 
e xamine all t he glasses tendered. The different types of" glass used 
made it difficult t o accept the l owest tender" He t::ought that t he Council 
should recamrend to the Miniater that too l ocal. authority should provide 
frames which would not be recogI".isable as havi ng 'Qeen obta ined at publio 
expense. 

Mr~ Doherty left the mee ting a t t his. stage~ 

Dr. Maguire said t hat , in regard t o the s eoond point r e. i sed by Mr. :Mo.:ynihan, 
it would impose a.n imposs ibl e task on the Ophthalmic Surgeon ii' he :b.ad to 
make the initial exemi..."la.tion at every ohild .. 

),{ro Flynn atated that ii' the doo t ors were satisfied that examination by a 
nurse W8.lS su:ff' i oient in the firs t i.!1sta.'1Ce, that must be accepted. 

lIrg Macken said that a ca...-d test may 'be ca;:ried out by a nurse bu t this is 
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not the sole examination of the eyes as tr..e full normal exe.mination is 
oa..-:ied out by a doctor .. 

lU'o Flynn prcpol!ed tm foll owing motion: 

that, in t:re opinion of tr...e National Health Council, local 
authorities should, in providing a peotacles for the school medical 
service and other recipient s, 5:J.pply a type of' frame which does 
net indicate that the rec ~ient. has received the frame at the 
expense of a Public A'-'.thoritYQ 

The COl.l.IX!il agreed to this proposal .. 

l4r .. O' Hanrahan was of the opinion tha t 'lfhat a local authority needed was 
a chemist with ophthalmic qualifications who would supervise and check 
on optical appliances obtained t:ncier contract .. Until this was done, abuses 
would cont inl.;.e u.riler the contract system .. 

DrQ MacSearraigh enquired whetb.e r this would be going over tre head of the 
Ophthalmic Surgeon. 

Mr. Flynn said that he was a .... are that in one c ounty the glasses came from 
tffl contractor to the local author ity office ani the of'f ice staf'f' sent them 
direct to t~ recipients~ No t est was being made t hat these glasses complied 
w1 th the prescription.. 

Mrc 0 1Hanrahan said that glasse s which do not f it cause a lot of trouble 
and in many cases are not worn by the children. 

Dr. Ward enquired whet1"'~r it was known how many pharmaceutical chemi5ts 
~thalmic qualifications" 

~ said that he d i d not think that this information was available. 
He stat ed, hcnrever , that in Nor t h Tipperary there are two part-time 
ohemists employed by the health e.uthority and tret one of these has the 
necessary qualificat ioM o 

Dr. MacSearraigh said that tte contractor fo r Laois was a c hemist who was 
a1 ~o an opt iciano 

:Mr .. »acken said that problew._s a r ose i =:-, getting competition and efficiency 
in supplying such ite'i.l3 as ey e a ppl i a.'"lCes, artif'ioial limbs, etc. There 
wal5 dei"initely a need for supe=visiona He considered that the Coun::il should 
.sugge.st t o the Minister that a better me tho d should be devised fpr 
.supplying applian:::es .. 

lb:'. Q' Sullivan said that t he roat"ters raised were of considerable importance 
a.m he suggested that t hey be brought up again at a meeting when llr . Pe lly 
and Mr. Costello were present" 

~ suggested that, before looking for c.~emists with S-pe0i alised 
qualif'icatioJ"'l.s~ the extent t o which COu"'1ty Hospitals are served by chemists 
5hould first be i nvestigate;L He thought that many County Hospitals had 
no chemists and that it would be bette r to start v,1.tn ge tt i ng chemists for 
these hospitals and later to look fo r those wl th more spec ialised 
qualifications. 

Mr. O°Eanrahan said t.iw.t there L""'e one or two ch~llists attached to IlX)st 
County HOl5pitalso He said tha t "th-:l general question comerning the 
:eupply of drugs was very import.<:.n.~o 'I'he: ar.IOUo.'1.t of waste through drugs 
going out of dat e was consid e:..~;,): _:'!. If one chemi st was in charge of the 
distribut ion of drugs to all .be -'>l: 1 '.a la and dispensaries in a particular 
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area there could be a big savillg~ The introduction of a Na tional 
Formulary would also be of cOI"...siderable assistance. 

Dr~ MaoSearraigh said that he unde,r' :'!\ tood that Galway County Cot!IlCil had 
done away with the requisition system and. ordered suppl ie.s as requiredo 

He under~tood. t r..at they had saved. t hou3S.r.ds of pounda per annum by thi~ 
method.. 

ldr~ Flyw. pointed out that the Minister had a lready been a sked to 
establ ish a National F ormula..r-Jo He a gr eed with t he s uggest.ion t hat a 
c hemis t wit h ophthalmic qualif1catiof>-s should be available to each local 
authority. He did no t , however ) .!i,:o!;ree wi t h t he proposal t o employ a 
person to visit d ispet'..saries s a s t he travelling expenses would be t oo high. 

Dr .. .Ma.guire said, tha-: some Cii spe:lS3.rie s already had d ispensers. I t would 
be a grea t a dvant age i f dispense:=-s were available in diapensarie~ 
generally .. 

Mr .. Flynn f'el t t.ha't i t wo:.lid be bet"tcr not t o intert'ere too m<.lch wit h 
dispensarieso if'nile tre cons umpt ion of medicines in di15per.sariel? was 
exorbitant in a few cas es, on t he whole di5pe nsary doctor s did not or der 
excessively~ 

Mr .. OI Ha.n..~n said t r..at some diS?ensary doctors sometime s or der three 
months ' supply of a drug vihic l: bec omes oesolete befor e the supply is 
exhausted. 

Dr .. liacSearraigh said that; there was a mul tiplicity of' specialists , ea.ch 
ordering s or.eth ing special f' or hi s awn patients o Co-ordinat ion of 
supplies could be obtained if a ll order!ng of drug3 -,va;; done tilroug..~ the 
chemist empl oyed by tfie local authority .. 

It was finally a g:reed t o put tre queatiQn of the supplyof' glasses 
on the a genda for the nex t i)::ee tint;Q 

Date of next meetinrr .. 

Referring to the change of 6.ay from 5"'rld.e.y to Thursday , Sir AnthOll7l 
Esm:mde ~id that Thurs day would r..ot suit him as it was intended that the 
D!ll would s it on Thursdays during the winter. He would not, !".owe .. ~er, 
press fo r a change ir he were the o;-..ly person affec ted .. 

Dro Ward. said that the day of tr..e m~eting i'.ad been changed t o Thursday 
~ence t o the wishes c-f J.'.;J:·s ~ Ea..>"'I'Yo As sre was not present lit 
t i>..e mee t i ng , ~ f elt. that no cha.nge ;:;.tlO!.U.a. be made until s he was present . 

This ; '73.S agreed, and tre ne:r. t meet ing was arra.nged for Thursday, 
22nd November, 1962" 

The mee ting t erminated at 405U p~:n., 



Confident ial until c onfirmed. 

NATIONAl. SALTH COUlCIL 

l.!:inutes of a:eeting held on 22nd November. 1962 in the c onference 
Room, Aras ),fr,ic Dhiernaaa, Store Street, Dublin. 

The members present were :-

E.S. 6 Braoin , U.s.sal, C!le.irma.n , 
Dr. F . C. Ward , 
Leslie Bean T. d e Barra, 
Dr. D.N. Connolly, 
1.. Costello , Esq., M.. P. S. I~, 
Profes sor J. F . Cl.lrmingbam, 
J . Doherty, Esq., R.M~N. 
Professor J ~ DupLe, 
J . F . Flynn, Esq. 1 

~rs . L . liunt, 
Aldenr.an M. J . 1.d}l.linness, 
Dr. G. b:a guire , 
M. l.Ioy r..i.ha :1, Esq. , 
lo!iss }.~. l£urp~., R. G.N. , S.C.M. , 
J . O' p..e.nra:-.an Esq., F. R.C.S.I. , 
C.A. O'Sull iv2.::l, Esq. , :a.D.S. 
L.F. Pelly , Esq., M. P . S. !. , Dip. Opt. 
P . J . Teehan 1 Esq. 

Apologies fo r t heir i!'..ab i l it:; to attend were received from Miss A. "0 

Doher ty, Si r Anthony .:: . Es;;:onde s 1~r. M~ Macken, Dr. E. l:"acSearraigh, llr. E. 
O'Donoghue , Dr. H. Quinlan. 

Minutes of Prev ious Meeting. 

The minutes of tte meeting held on 27th September, 1962 were appr oved ani 
sig~do 

Correspondence . 

A l etter , copies of which had been circulated t o the members, bad been 
received from the Department in c onnec tion with Item L... on the Agenda. It was 
agreed to read i t before discussing I t em 4. 

Establi~l::ment of a National F ormulazya 

The Chairman said that, siru::e the last neetir.g of the Coun:il , he am llr. 
Costello ~a meeti."l.g witn s oz::e of' the Department's offi cers i n con..'1.ecti on 
with the possible introduction of a National. For .:l:Oulary. Since Ilr. Costello was 
more familiar with the i 'tems i nv olved, ne would ask mm to report on the ~eting. 

Mr. Costello reported tha t ~ ar.d t ile Chairman had been i nvited by t re 
DepartItent to diSCU5S and c larif'y witn tre Department I s officer s certain aatters 
in relation to the Council's recorn:::enda'tion for the provision of a National 
Fonnuluy. I t had been made clear in the discussion t ha t while the Departu:ent 
of Health was responsible for t he admini.strat ion of the Heal th Acts, it was not 
the Departme nt ' s f un::t ion to interfere wit i1 tile pr ivate practice of medical 
practitioners or t o dictate to them regarding the roamer of carrying on their 
private practice. The Department's officials had explained the position comerning 
the supply of medicines under t i"o.e Heal tn Acts . Two lists of medicines were 
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prepared b'.f t he Department, t:ne Frescribed List, which iocluded all 
the standard preparations i n corrmon use, aDi the Special List, which 
was a list of items normally available as proprietary preparations only. 
There -.vas also a third list J whi ch showed proprietary preparations and 
their equivalents or analogues on t he Prescribed and Special Lists. 
The Department felt that these lists fully IIiet their responsibilities 
umer the Heal th Act so Mro Costello a greed that t he position was 
satisfactory from the Departmem's point of view ani that the only way 
to int roduce a National Formulary would be for the medical and 
pharmaceutical professions to combine to produce it. If this were done 
there was no reason viny the Minister would not then approve it. 
Mro Costello mentianed tha t he had been in touch wit h the publishers 
of t he British Natio!'zl Formtllary, who quoted attract·ive price rates for 
a p.lblication which would be the same as the British publication but 
would have a different cover to identify it as the Irish National 
Pormulary • 

lotr. Cost ello said t r.a t, since the Department would not agree to 
pn.;duce a National PormulCiry t no further action appeared to be open to 
the Council~ The Council t s function was to a dvise the Minister on 
the working of the Health Ac t s ani an:vthing else was outside their ambit. 
1U'. Costello, however , was still in favour of the Pormulary. He felt 
that a lot of y ounger doc tors taking up practice here after baving 
pract iced for some time i n Engl.ro were imlined to prescribe f'rom 
the British National Fonmaary, and an Irish Formulary was neces.sary 
for reference to sucn ?re .scriptio:~.s . 

The ~ said ttat 1ir. Costello' s statement was a fair su.nnary 
of what had transpired a t the a3 eting with the officials of the 
Depertment. It had surprise d tr..em that the Department had no 
responsibility in relation to persons in t..":te higner L"lCOIOe group. 

Dr~ hlaguire pointed out that the Departuent is respor..sible for 
persons in t.he lo",ver i ncotre group and, to some extent, for those in 
the middle in::ome gro up_ Tnese :persons also mUst be supplied ri th 
medicines . He thought t hat t Ile system of obtaining drugs from the 
Prescribed List was was tef'ul. For eX8!I:ple, dispel".sary doctors sometimes 
found t r..a t the amount of 2. part i cular drug obtaine d for a :patient was 
more than was required a nd an unwanted supply of the d->"1lg was left on 
t h e doctor ' s hands. He thought that a National PormulaI"'J would help 
remedy this positiollo Ee po inted out that C.I.E. have a Formulary for 
t h eir ov.n use" 

1£r" Pelly agreed t!'E t a National Formulary should cut down 
considerably on e xpenses.. Tr..e nll.lI!.ber of proprietary medicines on the 
market whi ch contain the same ingredients causes cui t e a lot of 
u!'lllecessary duplication a r-.d expense. ~ 

I'he ~ said t hat these arg1.l:lDents were pt..lt to the officials 
of' the Department but t heir reply was thit1 in so far as the DepartIIentl.s 
f~nctio:,~ ar~ co~er?ed . "t~ pos~tion is adequately covered by existing 
l~sts. He tnoug:lt tnat tnlS attJ.tude would be maintained but he f'el t 
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that the :Mi nister "mud not ob j ect if a National Formulary was drawn 
up by representatives of t:>;e !:1edical and pharmaceutical professions. 

M!"~ Costello said that the l i st of proprietary drugs nth t heir :con­
proprietary equival ents could ~o":; be equated nth the Formulary~ In the 
British Formulary there i s a d irective from the MiDistr.:r of Health g iving 
suggestions and hel p concerning ~ f or exampl e 1 the amount of certain drugs 
t o be supplied ~en t :-.:.i s was roOt s pecified on the prescripti on. He did 
not see al'o/thing wror..g with t he Department i s producing a similar list, 
which need no t be COIr.pw.s or v ~ but which could be given as a guide t o 
medical officers~ The gene;'al u se of this P onnulary s hould help to cut 
down costs in t he l ocal autho:-ity seT'llice withJut i n any .. ay impairing i ts 
efficiency ~ 

Dr~ Ward pointed out that j while tre Department was not prepared 
to ta~ini'(iat i· .. e regardi:l,g t he Natiorel Formulary j a nd while it 
was not the f 14'1Ction of the Council to urge t hem to do so, nevertheless 
if tre Fh::.-r;r.aceut i cal Societ;.y and ":ne Medical Association we r e to s ubmit 
joint proposals ~ t~e Minist e !"' would be prepared to exami.ne them. Dr. Ward 
suggested tnat t here ''',as no't P.iIl6 to be ga L"led by further discussion on the 
matter by tbe OO:.l.'1.::ilo 

Mr~ Cost e llo said t:-.at ::'e wished to !!'.ake it clear that he t ried to 
keep the discussion i n t he Depart rrent \Vi thin the terms of reference of the 
CounciL Eis idea i!: a pproaching ti-..e Department had been to get their 
reaction becaus e the Department was concerned wit h t he a dmi nistration of 
tr..e real th ser .. ::ces~ 

I t '!fas a gr ee d, t:r.a t tte:-e ,<as no further action open t o the Council 
in the matterQ -

Supply of Glasses by Health Authorities, 

Tr..e ~ read the fo llowing letter which bad b een rece i ved f rom 
the Department of neal th and copies of whic h had been circulated at the 
beginni.J'l.g of t..'-le ffiee t i ng, 

M. I08/6. 16 Samhain, 1962. 

A Chara" 

I am direc'tec by tl".e Minister for Health t o refer to your 
letter of 30th Octcber~ 1962 g r e garding a motion passed at the 
roeetin? of I;r.e , l.a"ional 3eal"h Council of 27th September, 1962 
:r-efer:!,l,Dg to tne "Cfpe of s;e:: tacle f'rawes supplied by health 
a u .. hor i"tie s I;.nder tneir oph1;Dalrei c services" 

Tne ma jo:-i:. :;- of r.eal .. ::' auu>oritie s supply nicKel-beaufort 
framed s pectacle s fo r adults and children under their opnthalmic 
s chemeS Q These frrunes are nicke1 3 with shell covering of the 
ti.!:lS and side p:.eces ani could r..ardlv be objec ted to on the 
g~ound~ t~at 1;he:: would indicate that tre recipient rAd received 
; ::J.elIl a 't t~e . e;(pe!lse of t:he hea lth authority. I n s ome areas, 
nowever'l tr.us type of s~otacle f rames is s upnlied t o child..""en 
~nly - adul t s cei!'..g su~·lied witb. nickel ri~d s~ctacle s and 
l.n a "few areas nickel ri.rnmed spectacles a:-e provided :for both 
adul ts arA child.ren, 
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Fer several y ears past J the Department has been urg1..cg health 
au"tl»rities to supply a reasonably attractive spectacle frame under 
'Uleir service and these efforts will be continued. 

Secretary, 
Naiienal Health Council ,ll 
R ... 1.31, 
Custom House, 
~. 

:Mise, le meas, 

(Sgd). P. S. O' IlUIRSAD!!UGlI. 

Mr. Pelly said that r.e was sorry he r..ad not been present at the discussion 
.t this matter at the last meeting but be had since been able to study the viowa 
expressed by the members at the. t meeting and had prepared a stateaent on the 
subject. The rollewing stateme nt was then read by:Mr. Folly: 

I am most grateful to )!r. O'Sullivan for his suggestion at the 
last meeting of the Couooil that the matters raised by llr. Xoynihan 
in cennection with the s:hools medical service and subsequent treatment 
.r optical defects ani provi sion of appliances were ot sufficient 
importance to be brou,ght up again at a meetillg when Kr. Coatello and 
myself ceuld be present. Unfortunately, it was not possible tor .. to 
be at that meeting but I have had the opportunity since of studying the 
views expresaed by members a.rrl can thorougbly endorse Mr. O'Sutlivan'a 
vie1r.5 tbB.t the matters are of considerable importaoce. As an optical 
practitioner of some years standing I teel that I am in a position to 
make some pertinent observa t ions but would like to emphasise at this 
point that my views are solely concerned with the visual examination ot 
these patients and the supply of optical appliances as d istinct f rom any 
IIled.ical exami..na.tion about whicil I am not competent to speak. 

With reference to the suppl y of spectacles, it is in the direct 
interest of tre patient that the frame should be properly fitted to the 
individual and. that the power of the lenses and their setting in the 
frame should be verified before being handed over to the pa:tient by the 
dispenser. It may be trite to say that the efforts of many a good 
prescriber have been null ified by a bad dispenser but I'm afraid that 
happens aJ. l too frequently and will continue to happen until t~ services 
ot canpetcnt persons, us i."'l.g t:-e necessary equipment, are fully utilised, 
and I teel reasonably certa in that the present sy stem of contracting out 
this work will never produce the desired results. It doesn't require any 
grea'i technical knowledge t o realise that tre oversize, undersize and often 
misshapen spectacles lJhich are t oo fre quently the end resul t of thi.a public 
heal th work, cannot possibly produce the results intended by tlie Pl'escriber, 
and oonsequently must be regarded as a sheer waste of public money. The 
type of frame supplied is far less important than that first quality, 
accurately powered am cen't red lenses should be fitted to the correct size 
of frame so as to propedy interpret the intentions of t~ pre.scriber am 
this requires both competence on the part of the dispenser and the use 
of the necessary instrument s. I have no hesitation whatever in 8ayi~ that 
this service ce!L'"lot even reIOOtely be regarded as adequate unless theae 
conditions are f"ultilled. With pu-t1cular reference to l!r. Moyniban'a 
stateIllmt , I have likewise little hesitation in M.ying that JlQ di8penaing 
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cptician would undertake these contracts unless he had the opportunity 
of selling the more expensive types of frames - and the operative word 
is "sell" . For thai; reason, and. tr...is is merely a personal opinion, I 
regard this whole business of cont ractil"'.g out this work as completely 
wrong for it leads to "tendering for COI".tracts for the wrong reason and 
this canr.ot be in tt.:e r eal i nt erest af: the patient however poor or well-oft' 
he or sre may be. I can wel l sympathise with the vie .... s expressed by 
Yr. Moyni r.2_!1, li.r. Jiacken , Mr . Flyrm, 1ir. otHanrahan, ani other rreIllbers of 
the Council~ but I t h ink it should be clearly understood that the shape 
of' a l ens matters l i ttle unless -.mere a cylindrical lens is L"lVolved and 
the form matters little where it does the job that is required of it. 

With reference to t he s econd point raised by Mr. Moynir.an which 
was subsequently referred. to by Dr. MacSearraigh, Dr. Maguire, Mr. Macken, 
and. Mro Flyrm, I -was conside r abl:r surprised to l ear!". ti'.at even en i nitial 
screening by a nurse is appa rently considered adequate by the local 
autoorities~ While I have excellent reasons for having the greatest 
possible respect for nurses in their own particular sphere, I do not 
think t r-..at t h ey have t he nec essary background knowledge to properly assess 
the results of even a prel im:'nary visual exaroi!".ation whic h does require 
the knowledge of a qualif'ied and trained observer. 

I would also like t o refe!" to a s t aten:ent made by Dr. lJacSearraigh 
to the effec t that in Lao is the svstem was tha t if a child failed to read 
the second line of tne cha:t, he ~s ref'erred further. If tre inference 
is, as i t would seem to be , "tha t if the child could read beyond tre second. 
line , no referra l ;ras c ons i c ered necessary t then I feel that the system 
is b adly in need of an overhaul o It may surprise members to know that a 
c hild, or a..'1:v·one for t!>.at n:.tter J might readily be capabl e of reading 
righ t to the end of the chart am yet be suffering from visual fatigue 
and asthenopia arisil".g from refractive errors. Conve rsely, the fact that 
the child fails to read tre second line does not necessarily mean a 
medical ref'erral, but t:'en I am speaking in terms of the examiM tion being 
carried out by a cO.JllFetent refractionist o Naturally> I ag.."'"ee that squint 
cases should be taken care of at an early a ge in order to try and preserve 
the vision of the s quinting ey e » but squint is a patentl y obvious 
condition "':;'icn can be readily observed. What about t he child with a 
tendency towards squint whic h i s a ggravated by a refractive condition which, 
if allowed "to go uncorrec ';ed, vdll turn a la"ten"t squint i nto a manifest 
one? Such a child Uli g.r,t eas ily read 6/6 on tne chart and ur.der existing 
oonditions be allowed 'to go uncorrected in "the absence of a t rained 
ref'rac tionist. One inigilt go on ad infinitll.Cl about the errors that could 
arise in accepting the r esult s of such an examir..ation. I will merely say 
that , in tbe light of my Qlm experience, I am f'irmly convi~ed that a full 
examination in all of t r:ese c ases is a vhal necessity if' the objectives 
of t his part; of the Heal t~ Scheme are to be fully realised. This naturally 
presupposes adequate lighting conditions and all necessary equipment. 
One fi nal point. A record of a child's visual acuity is almost valueless 
wi thaut an investiga tion of t he conditions vrl'dch produce it. 

I realise the.t to ac hieve wr.at is desirable i n this case !LaV r>.ot 
be too eas-J , but I hardly think: it .... ould be impossible . I am well aware 
that» as s tate'd by Dr. Magui:r-e 9 it would be an impo ssible task for an 
Ophthalmic Surgeon to examine e very child 9 if Ol"~Y because there are far 

::t ~t~i!~~~P~~i~~: ::Cf:~i:~f:o~fra~t:n~: ~;.:~etrehor:e::J 
enough of t.:'eu.. scattered arourrl tbe COtmt ry t o staff' ar:;y centre set up 
by the local. authori tyo If their services were t"ul.l v utilised it would 
leave tile Ophtr.almic Surgeo r: completel::-- f'ree to de vote his time tQ ocular 
surgery and pathology 0 Tr.is could be achieved in eiHer of two ways - an 
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initial sc:-eening of the pe.~ient by the Surgeon follOi'1ed, if necessary, 
by a :refraction by tne op~t:-.:almic Optician, or alternativel y, a 
refraction by 'tr.e 0 0 00 f oll owed by II referral, wh:!:re necessuy', to the 
Ophtn.. Surgeon, a precedent fer w:uch is already e stablished in the 
Optical Benefit Scheme a&r.:lniste red by the Department of Social Welfare. 
I don'"t t:ti!".k it would b e t oo dii'ficult to work out the detail s of 
implementing suc h an a rran:;:enent" 

Finally:o i n answer t o a query by Dro Ward, I would say t hat there 
are approxktatel7 600 regis-:e::-ed optic ia.ns in this country .r which 
approximately 250 ~ ophthalclc opticians. Of these opt i cians I would 
say that upwa....-ds of ;1$ a...-e also pr.arreaceutical chemists. 

lIre Pelly added that there are tl'iO definitions of optician in ourrent 
use ~ a dispensing optician who f i ll s in prescriptions am an ophthalmio optician 
who examines and prescribes" 

}a1r" Moynihan said that he was gratified to ge t thi s authorita.tive statemen t 
on the ophtha1n:ic services. lie l'fas !".ot satisfied wi th this service a r.d it s eeu:ed 
to him that his opinion v.as borne ou't cy Mr . Pelly' s elaboration of the position. 

)(re Pelly stated that the tne ~r f rame referred ~o in ~be Department 's 
letter is seldoI:l used excep;; i n the .<lealt;h services, and is ;;reref'or e readily 
identifiable. A better frame co:.UQ. be supplied at little extra cost. There 
was littl e profit for tre contractor ir.. the nickel-beaufort :~ramed spectacles 
and the contract;or relied on gettins oost of his profit from pr ivate sales. 

two ' ~tsF:YIT) s~!e=~:;ti:t o~;~~~;~~: ;~;::s!:\~)o~; ~t~~;k~~ into 
examinat ion of eyes ~ The latter ?C".rt '1F2.S much more important. Mr. F l ynn pointed 
out that the COU!lty Kedical Off icer ::ocld be eX?ected to examine patients in a 
superficial ma.~'1er on1y~ ::e ~'cul.i 3 ~ggest t ha t the existil".g service under the 
three headings of ey e exarr.L.'1a.tions , =o eferral to specialists and the supply of 
~peeta:::le3 snould be f u:.ly ~onsijered and i.ilproved \7bere possible. 

Reverti.''lg to tre q:.r.sstion of f':-ames, lir .. Flynn offered a nickel - beaut'ort 
frame for exami."'..ation by the members of tre Cou:lCil, and said that an imitation 
shell frame could "':>e got from the CO"i..4"1ty Council if the patient pa i d the 
difference in cost of' ;/-" A relat i vely small n~ber of patients took the 
imitation shell fra!:!.es Q ::e did. :-,ot t :ri.nk that the frames supplied by the 
CO\l!lCiil ,Tere objecc;ionab l e. a.."'Xi ::;eople seemed to find them quite sa.tisfactory. 
He tb.ought tr..at the f'ra.me s sU?p1 i ed 1.n li!Ost counties were satisfactory. 

llrj Pelly agreed l"I'i t..'-l Mr .. F lynr.. that the question of' eye examination and 
s upply ot proper lenses -..as much more important than the supply of frames; 
nevertheles!3 he pointed out t hat ur.J.e ss one got the proper frame there was 
likely to be t ·rou!lle later~ 1-<; \rn.s~ t:;eref'ore ~ important that tre dispenser 
should attend the patient firs t to fit the f'rame, and later, when the pttient 
'lf8.S being supplied -nith t~ s:pec -cacles , to make sure tha;; ne got what the 
pre.:scriber had ordered~ 

llr" F!yn.."1 said that when a local .:;an ge ts t ee contract for the s upply of 
glas.ses, he "takes a grea-:er 1n::e res-c t:r.an a co ntractOr wh o opera~es at a dis'tance 
as the l atte::' will not nor.::lally s ee tn.e glasses being f'itted.. 

Mr. Pell;y said t hat , i n o~d.er to .r...ave tne j ob done properly, it was 
necessary that tre dispenser showd not merely have the necessary qualifkations 
but his own abi.li't,Y ar:.d his l:'~ t:ru.:.ents s..1.ould al so be of a sufficiently high 
standard. F or insta~e 5 in the ca se 0:' a c hild being co!'!'ected for squint, it 
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was essential t rat t~ glasses should be fitt ed by a competent person, t h e 
lense s verit'ied and. their position i n t he frame verified, as otherwise r.armful 
cemplications could arise. 

Mr. O'Hanraha!l said that the exa.re.i.."lat ion of school children was not being 
a.ne sutficientlythoroughly. He had seen about 60 children examined in less 
'iha.n .3 hours . These examinations were carried out by an Assis t a nt Medical 
Officer of Hea lth a!ld a nurse and a number of the children seen were referred 
to all eye specialist. He t hought t hat, in a large number of cas es, the glasses 
supplied to children were not s atisfactory. When a case of defect i ve sight 11'8.8 

found thb case should be followed up and. it should be enau..""ed tDit the g l.a3see 
supplied were a proper fit, the l enses , the ones prescribed,and that the glasses 
were worn as directed. He suggested that the whole question should be 
thoroughly cons i dered and that t he service should be organised so that the 
children -.vere examined initially by tre family doctor at his leisure. 

Dr . Ma guire said that the most serious complaint appeared to be the 
inadequacy of examination of c h ildren. I n most counties the nurse t ested the 
vision of children and they were refe.!'"red to the ophthalmic surgeon on her 
recommendati on. -This system seemed to him to work well in practice. He felt 
that a change to a more specialised t ype of examination 'II'Ould over-burden the 
ephtha.lmic surgeon am he would not be able to c ope with all the cas es. 

llr. Flvnn said that ma."1¥ aspec t s of local authority services were less 
satis~~"l they might be because of the shortage of professional personnel . 

lLr. O' Hanrahan said t hi t t he supply of dentists and opticians was 
governed by the money offered for t heir services. He thought tha t . ji' the money 
were Jrovided t b..e me n would be available. 

Mr. Pelly, ref'erring to llr. Q'Hanraban ' s statement coocer ning 60 children 
examined i n .3 hours, s't&'ted t b.a t ::t t.akes a t least 20 minutes to prOperly 
e~i.rle 8.l:\Y person' 5 eyes. 

llr. Flynn suggested tnat & s t.:.b-c ommittee should be set up by the Council, 
to examine t his questio::l,. The p:roblem was so important that it oould not be 
given too much attention. He agr eed with Dr. Maguire that the present system 
worked fairly well, but it could b e ll!L;.Ch improved. 

llr. O= SUlliva nJ r eferring to dental examination!!! in the sChool medioAl 
service said that he fully agre ed t~at a thor ough examination was very iI;;portant. 
I n the soh:)ol medical servioe the i.."li t ial examina. tion was generally d one by a 
do-=:tor, although medical s chools do not g ive any training in examination of teeth. 
Al though in most com!w.''l.ities up to 98% of ' the· people· needed dental treatment, 
when a doctor carries out t he dental examination i t i s' Usual t o refer % of the 
'patients ror further treatment. is. dentist working in his own r ooms under 
t h e best oonditions would discover a h igter percentage who req.uire. atte.ntion 
but, even in toose circumstances , x-ray would show -up a -I"urther 30%, or defects not 
visi~le by c l ini-ea1 e-xaJft~tion. l ri. so far as sOhooi'inspectioDs were concernedJ he 
cons idered that g reat rerm '.ras beir..g done 1..-1 not follOwing up these exami::la:tions. 
~~ people considered 'that , once a chU~ 's teeth had been examined , . nothing further 
need ~e ~ne. If the dentis't s are not availab l e to provide t h is f ollow-up treatmen~ 
\hen l.t s~uld be oade clear to all concerned tha t this is the case. I n consider ing 
the questl.on of 7x~nation of eyes, the need for providing :follow- up t reatment 
sbluld be borne 1n !llnd a.m any pl.e.ns made should include provision :for it. 

The ~ was of the opinion that the probl em was o~ for consideration 
by a sub-commi.ttee. 

The Council agreed 'tha.'t .a. sub-com.eittee snould be se t up. The fersons 
appointed were ~essrs. Pelly , F lynn , O'Ee.nrahan

J 
OtSullivan and 14oy nihan. 
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CONFIDENTIAL U1.'TIL CONl'IRl!ED. 

ltATIOKAL HEALTH COUNCIL 

Minutes of meetin.s held or .. 14th March . 1963 , in the Conter enoe Room, 
Ares l:lhic DMar.::eda . store Street, Dublin. 

The members present were : -

E ~ S" 6 Bra.oin~ Uasal, Chairman 
D!" o F .C 0 We.-c. 
Les :Lie ~ BeE:..:!::!. T.. de Earl'a 
D.t'. D, N. Cor.:.noily 
11 . Costello, Esq., M. P.S.I. 
ProfessoJ.' J .F " Cunningham 
Ltiss A.W . Doherty, R.G .N., R.lI. 
J .. Doherty , ):::59." R.l!:JJ. 
J . P . Flyl".n, Esq. 
l.ira . L'..!oy Hunt 
Alderman ~.J . UcGuinness 
M. liacken, Esq. 
Dr . G. Maguire 
M. l:fC"J!lil'...a!"l , 3sq. 
1ti.s s M. l:urphy, R.G . N., S .C.M. 
E.F. O'Donoghue, Esq., L.D .S . 
J. O'Hanrahan , Esq., F .R.C.S.I. 
C.A .. O' Sulli.van, Esq., B.D..3. 
L.P . Pelly, Esq. , It . P . S .I., Di.p. Opt . 
Dr. E. Quinla.'"l. 

Apologies for their inability t o attend were received f rom Prqfeas or 
J. Dunne, Sir lmthony C. Esmonde , Bt .. , T . D. and Dr. E. Mao:Searraigh. 

Ilinutes or previous oeeting 

The minutes or the J!l£;etir.g held on 22nd November, 1962 were s.pproved and 
signed. 

Correspond.ence 

There was no correspondence . 

Report of SUb-committee on ophthalmic services 

At the Beeting of 22n6.. November, 1962 a sub-comrrittee , cansi stin6 of 
Messr s . PeJ.J.,y, Flynn, O' Hanra."-l.an, O'S'iUivan and Uoynihe.n had been set up 
to cons i der questions relatir~ t o ophthalmic services . The Committee I s report, , 
together with comments by J..'ir. Pelly on this report, had been oirculated to 
members of the Cotmcil. 

It " a s agreed. t hat Mr. Pelly would f'irst deal with the points on which 
he disagreed nth the report as subcitted. 

~ sai d tr-1B.t his addendum to the report emphasised the grave 
discr epancy between his own views and those expressed in the r eport concerning 
existing e.rre..ng:eoe!:lts for screening chi.ldren at school medical examinations. 
Thio screenir-o proces.s W8.5 rega rded in t he r eport as beiDg genere.ll.y 
adequate', a lthough it was .s.lso ~·.lggested that public health nurses should 
get additional traini.ug for this purpose . He, Mr. Pelly, was quite oonvinced 
t hat the existing screening test was not adequate as i t was merely a teat 
of the visual aou:ity of the ~hi1d. He understood that t he general average of 
referrals of' cr..ilciren for fu-~her exem:i..ns.tion was about 12%. This was gros s 
under-ref"erre.l a s he considered that f rom 4C% to 50.% should be re!'erred for 

/further 



2. 

~f~~~Eg:~f~g:~~;~f~fi~~~~~f£f~~;~:~~~~:~~~::~~lf:::d' 
work. He s Ilggeated t. n.<J.t tho:: Cour,,01.:J. .• e.ft e;.... consultation ';7ith t "'e 
appropriate organieat.:t .. m.~, .:.t,ol.ll.d J:"ec~!lllllend tc the llinister tha~ he should 
lay dOTm El. stap,dar:i .;I ·_~j,:!'!.' "" ~ tc-r" ~:!"a:lr_ •. :L'1g n '.ll'aes and for screeru..-3 children. 
He r ealised. that ~~Q.l"'~r.. c-.lT i.·.C'::.1.:d~.::- If..; '.lld be presented with furtber problems 
as they would. !lB.7e- ~ ~;::,gE':: :: • ....=.cO:"' l' ;: "';0 c ope v:i-c:!; he "/'I'2.S not , !lowever, concerned 
with this problem ·c·.c ~r::'7 1'1-:--: ':':-:.s, -;:2.:-03 (~f the eyes of children. 

).:z.o Macket'. s a':''i "'.-; _~-~ :.~ t s. -J.s i t:~~ ::\ 6& l'fhere tb-e dii'ference between 
l-x. Pelly and --:;.~e 5 .. t ;.,,:-.r.L: •. -~ " :'-:: 7 . H~ "'-5!'eed that; if soreeni.ng procedures 
were not edeqt:e.t .. , tr.a:. aL .... ,].:. .. 3 " ... c~~"t 'Jp ~~ s'te.til.G..!'d and. the sub- comoittee 
had recoI:l::.eno.sd. t u ~ 7-.:.ey -::. ':'i.!;r,~,,"e: ::.. 

!t.r . ?l,:YT.r~ 52.::'t3. -: ("~". :: 6"'-:.e<5. !.:,- ~ Pel~vls ic.ee. ",ras the't every child. 
should see an opr.t~.~::''t.i,~;....r. f·:'i.~:''o 

V!l'o Pelly sa.id tu~t :.l::l y 'che- ce.~e.a referred f'rom the soreening test 
should be seen by :,::,~ .)?[i~ :"" ~_!:i..l.'_ 5urgsc-r~~ The existi...'1g procedure n-as such 
that f er too ~ c,_i:~~.r_ li",r~ te:.r.:F: ~ver-l.'~oke6.. No conclusion could be 
dra:'m fron the f~c;~ t:'2: - ;:' - .ll'= )c'...lli s~:t:isi'actorily read a chart 1lIll.ess· th:ts 
was accor:.par..ied. cy st':::e f ' U""' ...,~(' ir.~-;~:.igat.io=:: cf cis eyes . The whole 
ex:istiJ:lg proO-ed:.;r~ ~ ~c:'€-.---'"\5 ~·~3'C S erai :9rovisior:. 0:'" "pect acles was 
unsatisfactorJ ~ 1' :~,:._ 5;"¥~ i:;:h~ ~i!iprI3 3.;; i on that this was n01; so and he, 
theref'ore , disagr eAd. .... .;. + t':. thi,s aspeot cf the report. 

!il'So Barr{ s al.ti 1::t.<;'.:~ .~"'-:. '1!'l$h.,.~ -1,:·C oongratulate t he committee on i.ts 
work. It appec.rsd ! r';':!! tnE: rer,.·::-rt t: hat.:· ~he :'irst exaoi.netion of qhi1dren 1 s 
eyes was not 5u:ffl c;;.e;::~. ~_:' :;o 1;.r..a. gle..s.3es s hould. be fitted by d.ispensq 
opticien.s . I t. appe.;!"~i :~ .~-:: -:<t..~ -r:; wl:~:-s !.:r o Pally differed f:-om the other 
mel:lbers of t he C O~1.'";i:ee".'<<'. l.... "';:-.·3 :t 'i:-;,ort !le:': laying sufficient empaasis on 
these two ;:oir:ts ~ 

Mi.ss Dor"env F.tat:e-i : hc..t "';!e s-1..<.6g e.;, tior~ had been put forward that 
speoial training ,~h('o'Jld b6 .!.:'.tI\.....a.uced for public health nurses. She pointed 
out t hat publio he~l'-::.::.~~.<:E" ~e e.l~·e6.d.y given such special training . She 
added that t his pr 'J;:;,ed.-::-6 ~ :"''-::]''aerl;'.-,-1g '.}cil a.:c-en fo:!' further exami...'18.tion 
where necessaI""J .(.;!.~ ';'':' :;; Q f',~ __ :,,~( s-:: :i.r! otr.er oou..'1tri~5 an6. was fou..,d to ":ie 
satisfactory . 

Dr~ 'Yard ;said ,,:.,;;:."_ !:l.O<' .:t ":L~ '::~?~:l":; s ~ede ".)7 1::r. Pally "..ad. been 
co·.rered iL par~gra1-";" 50 ()!.~ T-",=, ..:.'..i1- -::..::-.:.::.i':7,ee ' ::! r eport a!lQ. i t did not see:l 
to him that t here .73.3 a dift'ecer,1..l 8 'bet-wean the two. The main point 
he wished to make I'fa s ~;h8 report ignored the mer! most concerned "07ith 
the examination c~ t!1$ :;~~i l,:"r::.:: • ':'l",e w!1"le school medica.l examination 
service should re''-':''': ~'' -'_-.: ,-"-.0. '.::-,1': f'a:::.:':;',y Q.·;;'.:.tor but he .. as :for gotten_ The 
nurse shcw.u

j 
i.n 'tt.=- ~~lr " - :.:.:-;, 1"e.-5r' ::.:n.:.: 6.re:: ir.. H!-,C::' c.ef'ects were 

discover ed. ~::- ~".r . ..:c:~ :.z-~ ::. -:;e "~~a~ :'':'T~ ~. :> the fas:':," doctor ":-10 ..-oula. 
arra.:'-€e for ar.:j f ...... -·:.~r -;;7 -=_:r.:;3·,:'-: .N1.' '::''''-SC. o Tt_€: f'a...,ny doctor woula. then 
knOi7 whet we.:: ha?,"''"'''~ '~ t.- .• ..:..: ~t; ~ .. ;:;~ C~ .. ~ wit:-~ t~e present syste!:!., 
he is net aware of ·,'1;';;" '\""'}~~''':-.'i -:c c :-,.'..lfira;" f?"!lo..-ic'18 a. school medical 
exami:nation~ 

~. O ~ Har:·~a~a,,;: .:, .:.1.0. -t:::.- t:h.;. ~t:t~o0~ttee oonsidered this method but 
did. not pu.-rs<.:.(;> i-t e~ : :::."::.: ."1", _ :-: : pr ~,v:.",L::n f~r e. t'anily doctor to ref'er 
cr.iJ.d.rer:. f' c r t::~ ::,:. ; : -.0 :.; _~ ... .. _-; :-:..:'!':. .i:-_ 't:::~eae oases . 

:>~:J' i.'I.~"'~:·:ar/~ ?C"lnt ha d. been raised by Dr. Ward. 

/In the 



3. 

In the c ase of all\Y other service, when a def'ect was disoovered at a 
school health exa.mi nation t he child. was re:ferred to the family doctor. 
He did not think t hat t he p'.lblic service should assume the responsibility 
of' giving any medical attention without the knowledge and oon8ent of 
the family doctor or of' the parents of the child. 

Dr. Ward said that this matter had been rais ed before by the Council 
a."I.d had been referred to t he Minister. The Department had repUe!i outlining 
the ourrent practi ce. The Council had. then asked the Minister to see that 
the policy of r eferring children with defects discovered at school health 
examinations to t he family do(}tor should be univers ally adopted. They bad 
not since heard from the Department" 

Mr. OtHanrahan said that it of'ten ha.ppened that, "hen a defect was 
discovered in a child at a school medical examination, the parents were 
advised to have '!:he matter s een to by their private dootor but nothing 
f'urther was done to have the defect remedied. He thought that better 
results would be obtained .if' the health authority f'ollowed up suoh oases. 

Mr. Macken said that it was important that people should be able to get 
the .f~ent ~o which they liere entitled under the Health Act. If', 
however, ohildren ware raJ'erred to private dootors, the guarantee of free 
treatment would break down. Moreover , the Distriot Medical Offioer, who 
would, in some area; be tbe family doctor of' the majority of caseSt "ould 
strongly object to having large numbers of cases referred to him. He 
t hought it best that the parents should be notified of "hat treatment was 
required end they oould then get in touch with their family doctor. 

Professor Cwmi.ngham asked if' it would be suf'ficient to notify the 
f'ami.ly doctor of the proposed t reatment . 

~ said that it should be sufficient if' t he parents were notified 
and advised t o consult the family doctor.. IT a major operation is involved, 
t he consent of the parents has to be obtained. 

Professor Cunningham said that, in his opinion, the family doctor 
should be notified in every oase . 

Mrs . Barry s aid t hat it was the parents I duty to see that their 
children got proper treatment and care. 

Alderman MoGuinness said that the prooedure in Kilkenny was simple. 
Whether the ohild ' s parents had a medioal card or not I the ohild was sent 
for specialist treatment ) fre e of charge, if' a defect was discovered at 
a school medical examinat ion.. The parents were asked for the name of the 
family dootor who was then notified of the child I s complaint and. who 
received reports on the tre:atment given. In this way the family dootor 
had a full record of t he case , including diagnosis and treatment. 

Prof"essor Cl.lllIli.ngham said that, :if the Public Health Authority has the 
responsibili ty for providing the service, it shouJ.d notify t he fami.l.y 
doctor; if' action i s left to the parents they may sometimes not take it. 

~ said that he considered that they would be going far 
enough in not ifying the parents and recommending that they should inform 
the doctor. 

Mr .. Yacken said t hat in man;}'" cases parents say that they haV<I not sot 
a family doctor and if i t was left to them to arrange for fo1l9W-UP treatment, 
the achool health examination t.iystem might be impaired. 

V,rs .. Barry suggested that the apecii'ic points of dif'ference between 
Yr. Pelly a.nd the sub-oommittee might be further considered. 

Mr. Pelly said that it was djfficult to reconcile paragraph 9 with 
paragraph 5 of the sub- committee 's report . 

~. lIaoken 



~ express ed t he opinion t hat one paragraph was merely 
a corollary of the other and that both sought to improve the present 
system. 

The Chairman s aid t hat his experience with children over t!I8l\V 
vears Vfould not support the suggest ion that ¥'fo to 50% of the ohildren 
initially s creened required referral for further examination, 

Yr .. Pally s aid. that the actual proportion referred was about l2%. 
He added t hat the exiatizlg !3ystem was such that ohildren who requit"ed 
treatment we r e ncr; being referred for it. 

Mr. Maoken felt that t hey would need to have a very good taotual 
bas:is for informir.g the Mi.,."1:ist er t hat the present system was very bad. 
He inquired " hether 8l\Y CrolCrete inf'ormation was available oonoerning 
defects i.ri the present system of screening. 

~ s aid t ri.B.t he thought the percentage of referrals should be 
about 4-0% buf lie-had no oonfirmation of this. He would seek oonfirmation. 

Regardl.ess of whether tr.is percentage wats right or wrong, he believed 
t hat t he exist ing Boreenir;g procedure was not adequate. 

Mr. Macken was of t he opinion that t~e Counoil should have substantial 
evidence to support a.nvr statements which might be incorporated in a 
reoommendat i on to t he Minister and s aid that, before a recommendation 
1t'8~ made J such evidence should be obtained. 

Mrs. Barry asked if' i t would be possible to asoertain hOlt' the 
scraerri..Ilg system worked under the va.rious County Councils. 

The Seoretary replied that, generally, the working of the system 
throughout the country wa s fairly st~dard and that the percentas:e of 
all children examined who were referred fOl' further examination was about 
12% - the same figure as t hat given by Dr. Condon for the Waterford 
area . 

~ said t hat h e did not doubt that the present system oould 
be improved, for example , by having every child seen by an ophthal.m1o 
specialist, or by having all assistant C.14.0.s and nurses specially trained. 
In present c ircumst ances J however, the medical. people ware satisfied 
t hat the existing procedure was working reasonably satisfactorily and 
such impr ovements as wer e practicable had been suggested in the report, 

Alderman IlcGuinness said "that he was in sympathy with Mr, Pelly's 
views . He had made s imilar compl aints but had not reoeived 8ati~aotory 
repl i es, i .e . he had been t old that t he school inspeotion system was 
not perfect and t here was room for improvement. -He 6oli5:idered -
that the system ought not to be in existenoe at all it' it was' not 
perfect. He said that when a child is exam:ined and passed the parent a 
may assume that t here i3 nothing "rong wi th the child ana -this oan p~ve 
a wrong assumpt ion if the examination is not thorough eno\J8h to pick . 
up all defects. He agreed t hat the doctors and nurses could not ~be 
expected, under the present syst em, to oarry out an exhaustive examinati-on 
and he considered that a new sys t em should be devised to give a b~etter 
service. 

Dr. Maguire said t hat when he was being sent to carry out his tirSt 
Bchool medical ezamination he .... as told t hat there would be some defects 
in the children which he would miss as it was not possible to examine 
arw child wholly at s uch examination. 

Mrs. Barr:y sugges t ed tha.t Miss Irfurphy, who 1I'8S a publio health 
nurse, might describe t he screening procedure. 



lti.ss Murpby' said that s he had been doing screening examinati ons for 
31 years. I n the normal course , school - children are given three medical 
examinations during their time at ~choc1. In addition, both teachers and 
parents are invited to bring any child to a medical examinat ion who they 
tb.inlt: is in need of any treatment ~ If any doubt arises concerning "-
chilli I S sight he is ref'erred to t he County Mo O.H. "ha refers him to a 
clinic if" he consider s i t nec essary <> If' a child is provided with glasses, 
he 1.8 later examined with and wi thout t he glasses to see whether the 
defect has been corrected .. 

Dr. ':aguire , s a id tllat the s chool ophthalmic service "as excellent but 
he did not think that there were proper faoilities for examining children 
before sohool-going age. 

Miss MurehY s aid t hat parents are invited t o bring all their children 
t o the school: medical examinat ion. There wa s , in addition, the Child 
Welfare Clinic wher e the chil d could be seen from infancy. 

In reply to Mr .. Pelly, lrI'.ia s Murphy stated that ~ in both eyes lias 
r egarded 8S a satia.factor'J st andard .. 

lir. Pelly stat ed t hat when a child ' s ey es reached this s t andard it 
was assumed that t here lias nothing wrong with them but that this was 
not necessarily a correot assumpt i on. He explained that the examination 
was merely a visual acuity test which l!ould not show up such a det'ect as 
a latent squint. 

}Jiss t..'urpby s a id that t hey never missed squints in screening examinations. 

Mr. Pelly said that it was easy enough for a trai.ned peraon to see 
a squint but a latent squint might be missed. It would be easy enough to 
evolve a screerring process to get over this and he found no reason why a 
recommendation to t hia effect should not be put to the Minister. 

Mr. Macken inquired whether f igures "ere available of the number of 
children with latent squints a nd other latent defects who had been missed 
at the screening tests. 

Mr. Pelly said that he did not have suoh figures but that, j.£ it 
happened at all and could be avoided., it shouJ.d be avoided. 

Mr. Macken said that i t was important t o know what percentage of the 
children examined would have l atent defects before a recommendation was 
made to the Minist er. 

Dr. Maauire said that such information oould be obtained frcm an eye­
speoialist. 

~ said t}-l..at Mr .. O'Hanrahan and he were in agreement that 
be£ore a recommendat ion : could be made the f a ct s would have to be substantiated; 
they . accordingly consulted Dr~ Condon and his views coinoided 'generally 
with those of Dr. Crookes, Ophthalmic Surgeon to Tipperary (N.R.) County 
Council. 

~ said t hat , spea.ld..ng sol ely of refraction, he would be 
,808 expert in t his particular field :loa 8DiYbo~ else in the country. He 
thought that if t he Council sought the opinion of a number of experts J 

the,se opinions would ..CI.ifi"er widely ~ 

Mr. Macken said that t he Council would need to be satisfied that the 
existing screening procedure was not satisfa ctoIj'" and that a new system llas 
required. He suggested that t he ques t i on should be referred back to the 
sub-committee to try to get details of' t he s hort-comings of the' existing 
system and to agree on a new pr ooed'.lreQ 

~ said t hat be.for.e the matter wa a referred back, he would like 

Ito thank 



to thank Mr . MCT-,.u-..a.:::. for l"a:L ,~ :ir>..,g true v::.01e ::r<.1esti;:;r.~ Vn-ien hf'l .r.a.d looked 
into it he had tCl1.t!:Q. t hat he f.l<:'.,1j. beEiC. ..s!.bl.B 1;:0 !"6med,y c.sr.tain d..ef'eots in t he 
system in: Ti pparary. 

In reply to M:r:s .. Be.rr.r~ t he Cb.a:L.~.en said U:.a.t the Com.'!rl .ttee oculd 
consult experts 1."1. ~he matter" - --

Mr. O t Haril'~ 3'l..id ";b..5.t~ ·Cef'.):!"8 t:re E.ub- o..:lmm:i:tt:ee: ~or:.8idered the 
matt&~ f'urth6r9 't'hey s-ho;a,i ~v:s pre'};'..s'S details from Mro Pal ly aa to what 
he required... Thli prel3e!1": ayet;am lr8.3 r.easor...ably e,s:~:i.af'aotor.f ~d he considered 
t hat the numt:ra:, of ~h;:.1:L"'""&L F.!'..:'>si=lg r;hro~ the .scra<:lni:!:l,g teat:'?> without 
having dei'e!.l·t::5 dst fl,,"';aQ. l't"es 'lrery .';iiliall.. The. <lHe$ t ior. er speoial trsining 
for publio heal!:L ;::,::,r;~ ::o. we.e d,9.a3.i": w:i.i::rA ~..:a. :p3.!'agrapn :9 o;! the Report . 

Mr. Pelly ,'H.l1. 'i:.ile.t VI . O ': E&X'r~j,~"l's E"..i.gge~tio!J. lfe.S reasonable a.'1G. 
that h~ v;<::'o,ld co.iIl.J?: .:,r '1!:5.i;L :1.i gh.i.1,y~ 

Mr .. MMk.~n said, t.he:,; t.t'.:~!"e rr~re 1;'W0 !fhich hf?l TfQ'Jld like t o be 
oonsidered. by t h". ~oio;~·J oJil;uitt:;;.e e Th,,' pci.nt .16.5 t::-~at the number et: 
opticians "ho s'...:!:m:1i:t~d , i;e,'C.d"j:;'~:'; t ,;,:, 1.';;'0 8.J.. 8..uc1::".)rity fe:, the aUf,plyir~g of 
glasse.s rarely exc6:edP..::t twc "',:n,d t::UO!.~; a "toe attraot more ten:leI'r. 3hould 
be found a~ a hef:>.l:bl .';l.ut.:~, C'l..--:lty m.ight find .itself vithout a supplier. 
He would al so l i ke: "tir..~ .suD-o:.,:l:!I.'..1J',i+:te"> to c.onsider tho;! pos6ibility of: training 
nurses to fi't ~9~ ·.r!-.a1.):i~ :f'rd.ill6S ~ ThE- !l;B.J.;{IZ·EH!!9!':.tS oculo. then 0'9 sent to 
the opt :i.cie.n 3.!"..e. tUg r."'J.l";"f! wt".il,.d. ce a:'l", to te..;t thE- oS-pdotaoles on r eturn 
to check thd.t -;~e'y l"~l"e :i.:-~ eocordano0 wi:th the Pl'Ssc-riptiOLe 

ltt-. Pel.ly .sc;!..:}. thera ""fere pra ;)ti~al d:L-f'fi.c\l:1~:1.e3 :L'l f ittiDg frames 
wru.ch required 6.l"l e;,t.1 ':! : .... .m to do ;:(.a .. c:rk ~ 

I t lta.;;. :f'i:la.3.~,r ~r5Ied that the ID::iibe:cs or the aub-ool:"ildt tee should 
a rrange to IC.'3et e.ga!D, tfl coieidr.tJ..'" "tr ... e repo!'"t l"">u1J;y ir, the light of the 
discussiono Mro .v.~"l. sa.!.d. i:r~>1t , :L--:: th~ oircum.~tance~, he w:)uld. not then 
pursue a point he :..s.d :lJltended to r8.'h;e a:r:c-:.lt t he ?IuppJ.y et: spe ote-cl eso 

The Chairma..?J. saio. that t he pr esentation of !ID annual report was not 
obligato~t ,it b.ad .a1"ft'aYJ:; been d.one . If a report lras being prepared, 
it shccld be sent to t he Minia"ter 5..03 early as pc s ~icle~ 

~ prcp~sed~ and. Dr., t\E.guire aeoo:rill-ed , that the Seoreta.ry 
should be asked t o p.t"f.jpare the Am!ns.l Report .. 

Thi s "R"as agreedo 
other Businees 

The Chair.:aan flaid. that O::ie ~mbar c:f the Council wa.s Qoncerned sbout 
the position of.' ohilCL.->an " he ,..ere me:n:~all.y ill and adQsQ. that there were 
two CoIll!!lissions 6.~ p:raeant dealing foi'iil/r//F/ers relevar.t to t l'..is question. 

that ~; ~~~g~:!d O'!~{!Il~~hR~'i{~~i:: :~~:e~!~ w~.:;;ra't e~~e:~~u:~ 
Mr. Doherly said T.hfl.t he WOl..-.J.a l ike to get Frctes50r Dunne ts v i SITS on 

this questiono Th~rs wa!3 6. n tilllcer cd: Ge:-.talJ..y i.1l. ohild:ren who were not 
being taken by ir..Eti~;utioru; tor t:i.B ;Ji~:r. .. ta~l! ralld..:i.capped ~ld these children 
"ere acccrdi..'1g1y sent t.o "..ental. t.i).sp:l."GtiB 'f{!'.d.~h a.re .for ad.ult s a.nd which have 
no £acilitia,'S\ £":1.(' o:b.i.ldreL. o He t;):\a t theSE:, ohi ldren should ha.ve the 
benefit of' adv.oa;tio:r .. ~l !'c!l.cilitis" c?n&ider ed tha.t s.peroia..1 regional hospitals 
might be provided f er l:'!antal.ly ill "'.nJ..,ld:rer.. .. 

Mr" Maeken t r.cmght that the V.1.elf.8 pl...;."t fON"ard by },fr .. DC'herty wCluld be 

/met 



ICet if' it was rsco:ru.endea. t ~ tl:2 ltj.z:,.:.~t6r that this problem of 
mentally ill or...:ildren. &hC"~J.ld . ::: 3 '; .l~ m.i.t·ted for consideration to one 
or other of the. CC:mrLi!l E;·lonc:; ,,:t prepent sj.tting, as these Commissions 
had personnel l e:t:tc:' ~nri."t;6d t o:: cv!'.:.Oider t his question than. the 
members of t he Ns:ti0Z;a.l Se£2:"!;:: Go'..<..~il " 

Mr~ Dohrsxj:z P!'<::'pI.~;;..~:j .,ar~o. m'o Mo-..TYl!han s econded, that it should 
be recommended. tc. t he t.i:ix-li·s"C:,f'.!" tr.Ld:t tha probl em of mentally ill 
ohildren be submi-:;"ted f"o::- c;;z;.,..:; ider s--;l..or. to the appropriate Commission. 

Mr . Doherty ~ ~ mvt1o~ was ..;;.gr aea. "tc .. 
Dat e of' Next }Jeet· :i.c.~ 

I t "iTa,s de~:...aed 't;ha"; 
on Thursday 25t r. Ap,f':.u~ 

l~.eX"'i, m<;:etins ,oi~ the Council should be held 



: .... :.:. ; 

: , 
\ - J 
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::,;::i:;='ici: J . ':'c- ('~:':::':: , ::":;~ ,, (.3) 
D:- . :.z.c Sea:':."ai,;::· s a·;:,se:-..ce f::" O:::1 ~::-o r:ee-tir..gs • ..as due to illr.ess. 

(" ..... r.. 
e. c-;:?"--i.2.l :!..i5·i; :::='3'tly 0 : ' _.~:'Op:-:::"e~!'7 ?~?'l~:;ic::ns, ~ CQt~-c·;,:;2. ro:: 
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e.t th{: cX!ienco ~£ t1'::e h~th a<.!thDr-~ty. In ::O~ ~-~ 't.:'.d..=; ~e 6:: 

;:;pect:::.e1.c ~ ~ sup:;llc~ ~C c.~1,:rc..'1. onl:;r. <ldll2tz beL~: &"'''Pplio.i \",i.-::b. 
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Dr. ";;ard wa.s una.r..i.r:!.o\l.~ ly ele~'ted Vic9-Chairman. 

~ thanked. the CO'JIl~i: fer re-electing him. 

Correspo!1.denoe 

There was no oorresponder.oe . 

Re'Oort at sub-commi.tt ee cn opht.halWlic services 

Dr. &CSearraigh d,Qubted. i!' the report would ensure t hat children under 
school-going age wb-.ll.d be :9~en 'by e...<>'l ophthalmic s urgeon. This was i%p'J=tant 
beoause t he damage due to 3q:;int oay already b e oau.sed by the time t he ~h:ild 
is 3 years of age. He suggestec. that publio . ...,a.lth nurses mi.ght help !!'l 
douctingsquint. 

The Chairman s aid the:~ n& ~:'ough't tt.;is point was covered by paragraph 4-
ot the sub-oommittee :" r eport . 

Dr. MaoSearraigh ~eii he we." doubtf'ul if' t he reo ommendation j.n thb 
paragraph wo'.lld e~ure adeq~t& provision for di:soove~ eye de:f'eot:s in very 
young ohildren . 

l.!r. Pally said t!la~, i ,I" B'.lOh defeats were not discovered be!'ore the 
ci'..i.ld was .six years of age, li'Ct l a could be .ione t o oorrect them. 

Dr. t,:ag:.dre consio.er9d 'tM;t t he re.5ponsibility for pra-school chi.ldren 
rSl5ted on the parents ' shoulders a.<>'ld for t his reason a publicity c~paigIl 
oould help . Parents oou.ld Of; ad7:""ed to bring their childreD. to the dispensary 
dootor who oould then refer t he neoeosf!.:y aaM5 to the opbthaJ.mi.o aurgeon. 

Dr. Ward :said he 'thOUSh't' 'ti'la't the thanks of the Council .ere due to the 
ml.cbers of the "uc-OOmm.i'tt8~ who ~d prod'..l~ ed e. very practiaa.1 report .. on the 
ophthalmio sem oe~. He proposed that t;"e Counoil should aocept this report 
&no. send it to the Iiini"ter. 

Alderman MoGuin."less eeoonded 'this pro:po~al o 

Dr. ldaguir'l a,.,ked it a :p6r!oor. who did. not wi :sh to take the gla"se5 
aupplied by e l ooal authority ~ould pay for So better pair. 

lir. U<?YFihan .said tha.t ";1.0 6\.l.'b-oo~tt6e had gone into this question. 
'!'he oommittee oona.1dered i.n.:lud.il;s ~ pal"S6'%'aph on it in their report but 
thought that thi" we,! not ueos ,,,ary ir~ view of the fact that, under t he Health 
Act, no one was obUsed .0;0 accept any "ervioe. He thoU8ht that everybody 
should hIlve freedom in ~he ohoioe of ~pe'OtaoleB . 

:Dr. Myuire a !oked :l.f' c. pe.t'~ on v(ho made a free ohoioe of speotaoles 
would. get e. ~1.lk,.vention f r oI!'. e. 100 201 authClr ity . 

~ said t ,r-at , under 'the Sooial Welf8l"'e oode, 15/6 It'a!5 oontributed 
tOW~5t of r!la.:5 "e~ n? ::nat'ter ,,~-; priotJ ~hey were. 

Dr. L!e.6Uire "ud 'tha:: he u.n:i19r at")od tha't spectacles could be bought 
at l.l/6. He Added that ecject io.;l was t aken t.o 'the f aot thet no contribution 
'11'&8 made tOWA%'\U t hs oo.et of Cl:laD!5ee above the Dtand.ard of those :supplied , 
by the local authority o 

Mr. Pelly Daid that in aome o&ns the amount whioh the patient is required 
to pa.v fol' aupsr10r typ!! t';l"li:1IU oatJ. be quite. oonsid.erable. 

Llr. ?lYnn said '"; i".&.t ";h@' ",u"o-oom..:Ut tae had learned that.in ~ cases, 
oontracting optioian.!- wer e allowed t o ~ha.rge .:rtra for superior type frames. 
PA thought that tht:l 100.lll 8uthori t7 ,,;r.ould make available a good type of 
f'ra.me •• ven if they bad to pe.y mON to,: :Lt . 
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The Chairman thought that it was generally agreed that the 
recoIll1liendat ion in paragraph 8 of the report wa3 acceptable. He suggested 
that the Council should accept t he report and refer it to t he UI".i.s't ~r­
with t he recoI:l!llendat ion that he adopt the suggestioIl8 made in it. I'~ 

was so agreed. The Chairman thanked the members 0'£ the aub-oollllIlitt e .:! for 
t heir work in preparing the report . 

Annual Report 

The Cha.:irm.an asked. if there were 8ll\Y comments on the draft Annual 
Report. 

Dr .. MacSearraigh said that his absence t"rom the Council I!lset1.r;.gs on 
a number of occasions was due to illness and asked if this might be recorded. 

The Chairman said that there would be DO objection to t his. !t bad 
been suggested at the last meeting that the report of' the sub-comm:'t"'!; ee on 
ophth.e.lmic service a, when adoptad, should be included in the Armual Report 
and he asked if' members wi shed this to be done. It was agreed that the 
sub-coJ!lIilittee 's report should be included and an appropriate change be made 
in the drai't Annual Report . 

Mr . Moyn:L"lan said t hat the Report should alao record the Council's 
appreciation of' the services r endered by the Secretary and his assistants .. 

Thi.:5 was also agreed. 

other Business 

~ said that she would like to have the question of' 
chiropody serv:ices in this country put on the agenda for some future 
meeting .. 

Date of' next meeting 

It was decided that the next meeting of' the Council should be held 
on Thursday,2Oth June, 1963 . 

lIrs. Berry said that , as she could not be present on that day J she 
would submit a memorandum on chiropody services. 

The meeting termi. .... w.ted at 4 p.m. 

t~ o ~~ 
l<>l!L3 . 



CONFIDENTIAL UNrIL CONFIRMED 

NATIONAL HSALTH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held on 20th June . 1963. in the Coni"erenoe Room , Ar&S Mhio 
Dhiar mada. Stor e Street ! Dublin . 

The members pres ent Viere ;-

E. S. O'Braoin, Uasal, Chairman 
Dr. F ~ C. Ward 
Dr. D ~N. Connolly 
Michael Cos tel lo, Esq., M. P . S. I. 
J. Doherty, Es~ . , R.M.N. 
Professor J . Dunne 
J.P. Flynn1 Esqc 
Aldermen 1.: .J. Ii:cG-uinness 
M. Macken, Esq . 
Dr . E. ~acSearraigh 
!raas U. J£urphy, R .. G- .. N. , 5.C.1;; , 
J. OtHanra.han, Esq. , F.R .C .S.L 
C.A. Q' Sullivan, Esq., B.D .S. 
H. Quinla..."l, Eaq", M. D. 
P. J .. :l'eehan, l!:sq. 

Apologies for their inability to attend were received from 
Mrs. Barry, Professor CUlll'lingham, Miss A. W. Dcherty , Sir Anthony C. Esmonde , 
t'irs . L. Hunt, Dr. G. Maguire , Mr. E.F. O'Donoghue and Mr. L.P. Pally. 

t':i.nutes et: previous meeting 

The minut es of the previous meeting were a.pproved and signed. 

Cor respondence 

The Secretary read the f ol l ovring l etter which had b een reoeived from 
Mrs. Barry: 

"Dear }.ir gO' Rourke, 

You will recol lect that a t t he last meeti ng of the Council, 
I mentioned I might not be present a.t the .June meeting . I had 
asked that an Item "Chiropody" might be plac ed on the Agenda for 
the June meeting and I promised a memo . f or c i rculation. 

I shall be in the U.S.A. at the t i me of your June me eting. 
I am attaohing the memo a s promised. The Item can nOl7 be pl aoed 
on the Agenda for the meetir-'6 after the June one . 

Please tender my apol ogies. 

Yours sincerely J 

( Sgd.) Leslie, Bean T. de Barra 1l
• 

It was agreed that consideration of Mrs . Barry ' s memorandum should be 
def'erred until the next meeting: of the Council. 

The Secretary r ead the f ollowi..'1.g letter from t he Depa rtment of Heal th, 
c opies of which had been ci rculated to t he members before the meeting : 

"A Chara, 

I am directed. by t he Mi ni.ster f'or Health to refer to the resolution 
passed at the meeting of' the National Health Council at their meetin8 on 
14t h Ma rch, 1963, r eoommending that the pr oblem of mentally i ll children 
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should be submitted for consider ation by the appropriate Commission. I 
am to state that the problem of mentally ill children is included in the 
terms of reference of' the Comcission on Mental D.lness. It is understood 
the.t the Commission has already given some consideration to this matter. 

Mise, le meas, 

(Sgd) P. S. O'Muireadhaigh" 

Dr. l.:acSearraigh said that he was concerned about children who were not 
only mentally handicapped but also c.entally ill and for whom there was 1i ttle 
accommodation other than in mental hospitals . He considered that no mental 
hospital, other than a specialist hospital, was suitable for young children and 
he thought i t ,.,er'J i mportant that suitable accommodation should be folUl6.. for 
the large nUILber of' such children. He hoped that the Commission would note the 
need for extra beds for these children . He added that the nUDber of existillg 
institutions for beckirard children was only a fraction of the nU.l:lber required 
and that the real nroblem in relation to these children was not so much a Question 
of acoommodation b~t of findi..."1g deOicated persons to look a..r.""ter tnem. -

The Chairman said that there were two Commissions concerned Tfitn tr.is 
problem, the Coumission on Mental lllness and the Comm:ission on l~ental Handicap, 
and that this_ problem was getting s erious consideration from both. _ He added 
that, if' any member of the Council wished to give evidence to either of these 
Collllll.i.ssions" he could prepare a. writ ten submission for consideration by the 
CoIllEission. 

Dr. Ward suggested that, as Dr. hlacSearraigh had given thought to the subject, 
he co~ a submission to the appropriate Commidsion. 

Dr. MacSearraig.'1 said that i t was a recognised fact that there were !lot 
enougn institutions to deal with the problem of mentally ill and. mentally 
handicapped. chil.dren. 

The Chairman said that he con sidered that the matter was not really 
appropriate for discussion by the Council . He suggested. that Dr. 1\acSearraigh 
might consider taking it up as 8...'1. individual. He added that the problem of 
backward cr....ildren was more an educational than a health matter. 

Professor Dunne said that the question or hospitalisa.tion for solte OJ.'" these 
chi.2dren Vias very urgent and that the existenoe of Commissions sometimes led to 
deoisions being postponed for a l ong time. In St. Brendan's Ment al HospitaJ 
there Vlere 60 children as there wa s no other place for the m. He considered .. net 
something should be done to relieve the situation while the report of' the 
ColllrIlissions was awaited. He added that , in institutions for the mentally 
handicapped, t he condition of a certa.in proportion of the children often Tlorsens 
and he thought that there should be provision J:l8.de in these institutions for 
deali.r>..g \;ith the unmanageable cases. Mental hosnitals were <i't en forced , on 
huxaanitarian grouoa.s,to admit these children and~ then the diff'iculty followed 
of making: provision for them . I t might , therefore, be suggested to the Commission 
t :t'>.et something should be done to relieve the situation pending e final report. 
He also thought that it wes importent to I!l8..k.e all.owe.nce for the fact tt>.et 
individuals mey be slow to make subcissions to one of the Commissions and there 
was also the possibility that the Commission might not avail itself' of an offer 
to give evidence. 

The Chairman asked if the 60 or,ildren at present aoco!ll!ilodated in Grangegorma.n 
were mentally handicapped. 

Professor Dunne replied the.t about 95fs of them were. He stated. that there 
was a 3D-bed hospital for the treatment of mentally ill children in operat i on 
s ince April but that there ;vere only five suitable applica."lts so fer for ao.lrission. 
He stated that me.."ltally handicapped children were not accepted f .or admission 
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to this hospital. It wa s t oo soon yet to say "hether it was meeting a 
demand but i t 'j'las hoped that it '7ould quickly fill up as the accommodation 
was aV6.i.lable t o t he ',.hole COll.>'lt ry and all the cou.'"lties i"zd been notifi ed 
of it . The unit accepted c hildren of' both sexes f roe the age of two and, 
as it wa s a ci.xed unit, the acceptability of older ohildren wa s determ:ined 
z::ore by t heir physical develop::i.ed then by strict reference t o their age . 

The Chairman s aid that t his whol e problem was considered over the 
y ea rs by previous Councils a..'1d representations had been made to the Mini3ter 
about i t . Because ox" these a.r..d other rep!"ese."ltations the Unister had 
agreed t o set up a Commission on Mental illness end one on Mental Handicap. 
He had also issued a i'1hi.te P ~per on the care of mental detectives. The 
Chairman t nougn;; that the report o£ the Commission on Mental. Handicap 
would l'..ardly be avail able before the end. of next year and he thought Dr. 
MacSearraigh might oonsider submit ting a r eport to one or other of the 
Commis sions. 

Dr. MacSearraigh said that he would have a submission prepar ed by t he 
Society of.' 1:edical Officers ~ Eealth . 

Considerat ion of draft Regulations under Seotion 50 of the Health Act, 1953. 

The Secretary said that, since tile dref't Regulations had been circulated, 
tr-.ree minor changes had been !:lade : 

In t he Di sabl ed. Persons (aebabilitation) Reg'.llat i ons , Sub- s ection (1), 
i ::1 t he second line, should read Sub- seotion (2:h and t he p:'1..rase 
"·,'rith the ooncurrenoe of the ~.L1ister for Finance" at the end of 
Article 4-(2) should. be deleted; 

The same phrase s :'1ould also be deleted f r om Artiole 5(2) of the 
Disabled. Persons (re.in~ene.r:.ce .AllO"fianoes) Regulati o:.so 

On t he Disabled. Persons (Rehabilitat ion) Regulations, t he Secretary 
explai.."'l.ed that, un6.er existir.g R.egulat i ons , local authorities could provide 
a rehabilitation t r ainil"'-6: service l~or persons ;,.ho haC. been suft'er-i-ng f roll 
in£'eotious diseases. The ne ... , Regulati ons would now enable suc h training to 
be r:lac.e avail abl e ·aJ..so for ot her clE.sses of people . Heal th authorities 
could provide the trai :ling service the:::selves or meke e.ppr oveo. e.rro:;..nge:::ents 
iiith other bodies to provide it . There '.'tag provision for paying such bodies 
i'cr provi d.ir>.g t he servioe. 

In regard to the Disabled Persohs ( t:aint enance .Allo·,1ances) Regulations, 
the sec:::-etY"'J ·.:;.oint~d out t !-:.at the Disa.bled Persona (Maint enance Allowances) 
(p~ena..:.er:t .B.eg.clatio:ls , 1962, .. ;u.ch .. ere ccnsider ed l e.st y ear by t he CoU!'.cil 
8..'"ld w!>.ioh increa sed the cair.tel'"'..ance e.ll<J./ance8 for -disabled parsons, were 
repeated in t he first part of t he new Regulations ..,hioh uso cont ained 
provisi on for a furtr.er i...'"lcrea se in teese allo;,e.r..ces fro::! 1s t I{ovember next. 
Ther e .. as also a ::'l8'it pr ov:ision i."1. the 3.egulations to enable health atlthorities 
to pay wai.ntenance a.iloYfanoes to ~.ise.bled per sons nhile t hey v!ere undergoing 
trail'..i.ng. 

Dr. liacSearrai gh asked it' he Has correct i n as~uming t hc.t a disabled 
person in e.r:. instit utior. suc h c s Knockanelly l10uld get en e.llovre,noe . 

The Secretary replied that , gener ally speaking, t his would be t he case . 

Dr . lLacSee.rra i gh sa id t hat he considered the -orovi sions of the new 
Regulat ion s huce.ne and desirable. -

The Chairne.n r e::lB.r ked tr-.at the Disabled Persons (Rehabilitatic!".) 
Regul.a.tio~ined general provisions for those i n need of r ehabilitation 
a.nd that these Regulat i ons b r ought into operation Seotion 50 of' the Health 
Act, 1955 .;';-'.ich had hithert o been dormant. He said t hat this '\Tas e. deoided 
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advantage es i'ar as healtr. mE.-:1;er~ wer e concerned. He ccnsider ed thet the 
Council s!1oulc. t!i.e.."lk tns li.i.:.1.i:'\";er f·or br1nc.i.ng in these Regulc.t i ons as they 
reooved e. l oog-I .... elt went . 

Frcf'essor Du.'1ne said that the Regulations made no mention of the vol 'Wltary 
or ganisations w:'licn were, a"'; pres ent, providing t r aining facilities. 

The Secretarv- explam ed t hat the Regulations OI'~y empowered t he Health 
Aut horities to pr.Jvid.e &. service. W';.'1.en the. regulat ions were being s ent to 
3es.lth Authorities 1:r..e.y 070uld be accompa.nied by a oircular ,"7hich Tlould cover 
such matters of o..e-:a11 a s the e:;...-c-e:;.t or c.c-oper a.tior;. with the voluntary 
bodies mentior.ed .. 

t;r. F1yn.'1 suggest ed the:: t r"<e Circular bei..r.g issued with the Regulations 
should provic.s I 07: t:he rel-.abilitatlon centres r eporting regularly to health 
authorities on "tI-.e progress b~i.ng made by their patients. This .... ould keep 
healt h authoritie5 infone::i and enable them 'tQ j udge h07< lone payment s should 
continue to be made .. 

I t was a£re ed. t1w.t this ·,7o'.l1d be desirable. 

Prafeasor DUD-ne pciLted cut; tha:t ther e ?>es a prob1eL! in securi.ng 
employment for persens who r.ad ::oI!.ple-cea their rehabilitation training end 
the solvillg ~ tr.is problem re~uired en extensive orga.!!.i sation. He considered 
t hat rehabili ta'tion ",as very iI:>po~e..'1t in the case o! IEentel illness . Most 
mental hospitals haa. bd:.l.strial therapy school s al'ld t he patients turned out 
products cheapl y" Petient .e':"'1'J. (;.rang€:gornan reoently made 200 chair .s f or a 
new hot el. Industrial units "ere needed for shel t ered forms of' employment in 
order to r.ave pet ier;.ts discharged f rom mental hospitals. 

L:r. OIHanrah.aIl, referri~ to the f'orm of oertificate relatin8 to disability, 
pointed out tnat the date of e::reminatioL. of a patient "aa net shown nor t he ' 
date of t he onset of disabil.i t y . ne accep'teci, of course, t hat i.t might not be 
possibl e f or a 6..cetor to knOVf ;r~en the disease started. He t hought the date 
of examination d.ght b E: snown iL the certificate. 

The Cha irman. said ";oha"t he thought i-=- was the practice to take the date 
of t he doctor I s .signature a s t he date fro;:). which the patient was eligible 
for t he allowance " 

~ agreed that ~his ';fa5 50 .. 

.After sone further discus.sion about the procedure followed in the 
det eroination of eligibility for an allonance·,7he CO'JII.cil decided t hat, apart 
froe the point .s mentioned in discussion, t hey had no further cotiIllent t o make 
on the draft Regu1.ations .. 

other Busine s s 

There was no other business~ 

Date of next meeti.:l.g 

~ saio.. that Thursday wes not the ;:10 S1; convenient day for him 
for meetings of the Council a..TJ.d that Friday was much more suitabl e. He added 
that the meetir...gs oi' the Cour.cil haa. been chs.nged from Friday to Thursde.y 
at the request or Mrs .. Barry but he considered t ·hat Friday would be more 
suitabl e for the ma jori ty of memb ers.. He said that he would like this question 
to be placed on the Agenda f or the next meetif!...go 

Lx. Doherty agreed with ~o !~acken and added that !!r e !~oym.han also 
f ound Th'Ur5d.ey inconvenient .. 

Mr. L:oG.u:inness said h'! found Thursday quite sui:o;;a·cle. 
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It wa s agreed. that the. question of the de.y of future meet ings should 
be p~s.ced. on the Agenda f or 'the next meet ing of the Council. 

It was decided. that. -;he ner: t:ee-.; i.r.g of 'the COU!lCil s-ftould t ake place 
on Thursday , 26th Sept6llber ; 1963. 



Confidentis.~ unt il confirmed 

National Health Council 

Minut es of' Meeti.."l& he l d on 26th September . 1963 in the 
Ccnfer ence Room . A..ras kbic Dhiarmada i Store Street. 

Dublin. 

The LJembers present were ~ ~ 

E ~ s ~ 6 Brao!.n, Us.s o ~ Cr..a.irman , 
Dr. F _ C. Ward , 
Dr" Do N. Connolly> 
Dr . P . Bo Cu5a ck, 
Le;51ie, Bean t o de mrra , 
Miss A~ W. DobertYt R<G.N . ~ Roll. , 
Profes3cr J 0 Dunne t 
Dr. M. J. Dya~ , 

Sir .Anthony C. Esmonde ~ Bt. , roD., 
J 0 Pv Flynn ~ Esq., 
M:-s . Lucy !fu.nt, 
Alderman :W:. J . 1dcGuinness , 
Dr. Eo !ie.cSea::-raigh, 
M. Moynihan , Esq. ~ 
Miss Mo 1furphy , R. G. N. , S. CoM ... 
E. F" O'Donoghue, Esq. , L"DoS., 
J . O <Han..~ J Esq. J ? 3."C. S . I. , 
C. A. O'1 Sull iva."l . Esq. , B.D. S . , 
Dr . Harold ~inlan J 
P. J " Te ehe.n g Esq, 

Apologies for t heir inability to attend were received from Professor 
J . F . Cunningham, llr ... J. Doherty, Dr " Go Maguire , Dr. W.F . O'Dwyer and Mr. 
L. P . Pelly . 

llinutes of Prev ious Meeting 

The minutes of the meet i.I!g held on 20th June, 196.3 were approved and signed. 

Correspondence 

The Secreta..:v read the following letter which had been received from the 
Department of Health : 

"A Chara , 

I am directed by the ltinister for i:iealth to inform you that he has 
appoint ed t he following pers ons , nomiIlAted by the Irish Medical Association, 
to be members of t he National Bealth Council for the period ending on 
31st .March~ 1964-: -

P . B. Cusack, Esqo, M" R ~ OoP, 1. , North Road, Monagllanj 
"N . F . O'Dwj<>er , Esq~~ lL D. , 34 .?itzwilliam Place , Dublin; 
M. J . Dya:- , EsqG j M. B., M. A. Oo, Westpa.rk, Loughrea, 00. Galway.-

fue s e I!lP~l:oers have 'been informed that you will communicate with 
them regarding t he date of the nerl meeting of the Council. 

l.iise, le meas , 

( Signed) B. Hensey. " 

The ~ said tbat he had great pleasure in welco.:ni..ng back to the 
National Health Council representatives of the Irish Medical Association. A 
rather tmf'ortunate chapter in t h e history OI~ the Council was nOllV closed. He 
was sure that t.h~ ne"!'r m.emDer5 ... ould have a valuable contribution to make to 
the proceedings of the Council ~ as did the previous members of the Association. 
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;)~ " :::r.,a:: tha.. .. l .. k"d. ~h, r;n3.~ f o::: his "Nol c cill..i.ng remarks ana.. said that, 
re?res~'l~.at:...v~£ ~f ~h~ lr":.sh Ked:l:::a2.. A.5socia;;1CZl , -;hey '\fere glad to be back 

on tb.3 CO'.l."l ':'l.2. ~ 

Cons id.r;!ra~ .. c>~1. of iraft 0:- th-s- C:4l.Sultat::.ve iiealth Con:mit~ees (Dublin. Cork, 
Li.mer::'-:-·k a.:.;d .'ia';e:-f : rd) aeS-'- a:: =-O::lS f '1 963 . 

:n~ ~ read ';h.~ :'ol:.nmg l ett:er ?Jhi.ch had been received from the 
Depar~en:'; t;:.~ Hea:' ,,;h: 

I em dbeo ... e d '::1y ":.r...e Minis 'ter for Heal th to forward a draft of 

~~~~t~.~~ ~9;~1:3W~n~~~ ~;~~~;;:e~~(~)Cl~~ ~~<;~~~l~ ~~1;~~ities 
~';'=.t j :_9 60), OJf CCl.t:$ ).l::at:'v~ Healt:J. Commic cees in the i>ubli."lj Cork , 
l:'.J:c!'triolt an':' Wate ::fo::'\1 ""re..:.s o E'le former provisions dealing with 
C:::l~U:h:av;: .dea:' ~h CC!Zi!:.';" ";;~~ s fe·.,:, tnose area s 'F.ere "oased on the 
.;:: !:a. ~·,; .. ;.o~j' i.r..1$?,"...nd~e of -';£le County a..."ld County 3o::oug.'l :ouncils in 
eac~ ca.se to::, h~ ~ P' ~3~.s ; they accordi.."lgly proviciod for the 
n:aking of sepa.ra·.:;e. appo::.l.\-..ments by those bodies to the Committee 

~r~:~:~:i~~;a;~ ~;~~;~~c~~";:: ~~~; ~v;~~~ o~~::-lt(1hn:tters 
l}..l·o~in ~o.lil!!l!tt~e ' s :'u.'lc": ~~!l3 -II.c:'uded the giv!..'g of advice to the 
,~n:.ef Z-.ceC..l";!.v,", oti'ice~ of ";he :fonner Dublin Board of Assistance also). 
l'"ne ~e.2.t.1. Au+ .... 1.C'r!.-.i e -s _:...c. provided , however, for t he '.lIlifi ed 
adoi:-_:.s ":: :-a-l;;:'-on ,,;'" - !le ~e.a: ";::1 5 e.=-<-' ices in 'tile :'our a :-eas in question 
b-y- ~he r.ew Eea:L't;h A·.lt!):=-~ - l,% set u:> und.e!' -r.Ae 4ct; the draft 
:~g"~a:~ions now eno l oseC accoroingly ma."'<:e p::"ovision for a s ingle set 
c:' appo!=.t ment:=. -:0 .~::.~ ne-N COl.t1mi ~tees Le. cry the AuthC'ri -cy 

:=: ~er~;~ ~;e c.~~~~~~e:;~:rs ~o -';~e a:~h:~ ~;~: ;~~g:d (~~, the 

in vtlbli.'1 , +..c the Ghlef E.xecu;,; ive O:'f"iGer of t he riealth Authori ty alao ) . 

!!1.".)o:"'c as ";ne cens:;:: ~-;:'cn , .:"'~c tions and meetings of the 
Corcn.:.;;-l; !:!.e s I"_"'e ~~~!'l'ed > :.:-.:.e d...--a.:"t regu:ations are based, :in general, 
an ';..'1e p:-c1vis i ons in ;;)~ctl. c.,'1 48 of the Health Act . 1953 wh::"ch deal 
?::'..th tn3se l'la .... >::.ers L"1 !"esp"d of cOIl.3ul tative health c ommit tees appointed 
o..v .z c·<.t,.", .. y c C'UIlciJ , 

The J.!1n::-• .!3 t er 'vil :" be glad to have t he v iews of t he CO\l:lcil in 
re:'at :. cm. to -:.he draf i; ;r-egu.:'..a-::'cIls in d ue course ~ 

:;';:i se, l e oeas , 

( 3ga ) K. i; . Conr,olly. " 

£;-. War su,ed t a~ l.."l ,br-<; :::'c';"e t.-( 5 )('::» of the araf;; re6Ulations 
r e ference ~as made. to "'the DuK .. m Gh:'er"' Medical Officer ". He stated that the 
cor!"ec '; t:..t:'e , .:.r: accordance w::;'Th sec-c icr: 71(4) of the Heal1;n k t , 1947 
was "-;,he :;)-..:b:'in C~t)-- liedi.cc:.: Oi·f :'c e r f" . Sim:ilarly ~ in otner lu-'ticles of the 
Craft aog!J.':'B.ticr~.s ~.h.e t :.. t : e '"("r';.e.::" kCi.cal orficer " -was used instead of 
"City }&'d.:.cal O1'fl.cer ' ~ " 

iie 5-;ai;e.d tr~t in Ge.2way ,;.nere -pas an act ive Consulta tive Health 
COI.'!llli'ttee "n:'cn was per :'om..:.ng; usefu:' work~ He suggested that 'the Regulationa 
shoulCi pre'l.-~.de that. th~ Oounty 1.1?.r..agar er his Deputy should attend. at 
meetir gs (',f the Ce>r.l'u:-.at:i:ve liee.2 th Cornmittee ~ This. woulci. be much preferable 
to th~ :.: l'('ac:.r~g tl".~ ra.:.nu"~s ef "'.:·he Co~ttee ' s Eleeting~ and givi..ng: their 
vie"Jrs :" &.t ~r , 

r.cfe-!'Str ~..!'_e Eaid f"r..s.- . a.t f'aY' as he r-a.e !!.ware , t he post of Chief 
l{edica! Of:"':.cer of "'he C'.: • .':':- o ;~ > .... b:_~n 1"2.::: a e tatut ory P(lst c.e signa-eed with thia 
-;1 "';l e , 



- ) -
rh! ;)ecretary explained that the U5 C of 'the title "Chief l£eQ.ical Officer " 

was c overed by the Eea.lth. Authorities Ac t-, 1960 y.-.:lich provicied for the 
est.abli.3ll.:1:1ent of tbe office of ci:1ef J:ledical officer una.er a health au'til.ori ty 
e s t abl :..ahed by that Ac":. 

Dr . l4acSearraigh inquired whether the sole function of t he National 
Health Council was to report on the draft Regulations before them or whether 
they iJU.g..;,.t CO:IlIi.ent on the question o f combining the healt:a. authoridcs . 

t".oe Chainlan explained that the Cotmcil 11'8.5 entitled to make recoJllDendations 
on the Regulations but not on the setting up of the heaItn authori'ties, which _3 a mat t er of la,... 

Mrs . Barry asked it a.ny changes were contemplated in t h e functions of tile 
Co~...u : a~1ve Health Committees a:! t ney provioualy operateo. . 

T!le Qa.inzIa.n replied that t h e only cban.ge would 'be in the number of me.illbers 
on th!' Committee.s . 

Mr . ltoynihan said that thore was no provision made for having members of 
the llUI'sing profeasion on the Committees and he thought that one of the four 
me!ibe!"s not required t o have s:peclf"i c quallf1oatiClll8 should be a nurse. 

~ said that he suppo!"ted this suggeation. 

llr. v ' Sullivan said that dental disease n.a OZle of the most ridespread a:od 
ma." many hospital beds were occupi ed because ot lack of propor dental care. A 
large part of the ooat of SooiAl Welfare benefits wu. duo to dental requirements. 
He suggested that provisio:n should be made for having A Senior or Chief Dental 
Officer on the Consultative Health Commit tees . 

:>:'- . lta.eSearraigh thoU,6ht that , from the public health point of vip, -;here 
a r-.oU:.d be a VeterbLry Surgeon on ';he Committee . 

Iir. OIHanrahan oonsidered that , f ollowing the final report of the Select 
COm:U't t ee of t he DJi l on the Heal th 3ervicea, t ne Coll.iulta.tive Health Comdttees , 
whioh are a t present large and unrteldy, should iLave their functions , ciuties, 
and t he regulations governing the frequency of their meetings revised. 

~ aa.id that in Co\.lllty Galway the Kanager or h.ia Deputy always 
a ttended meet!J:Lga of tile Ccnaultative Health Co:mnittee. Ee t!lOught that only 
th~ Cccmit'tees of Counties Galway and Westmeath were working properly . 

le. i'lypn stated that the two Consul'\at1ve Health Committees in Co . Tipperary 
met quarterly and that the Ka.nager or his Asaistant w.a a l ways present. He added 
that it lI'8..S the lMlna.er who s uppli ed the COD:II3D.ttee with informat iOZl. Be considered 
that the ColJlllittees were very useful. In County Xipperary there waa no fixed 
ag=nd.a. as frH discussion ot any questio!1a raiaed .... preferred. Mr. ? lynn 
a dded that the County Kana.gemen'; .Act did not cCXDpel the :::ounty Kanager to attend 
any Meetings because he could at iJ" .. y time have official business e!antlere . He 
thought !~ _s better not to put health authority officials on the Committee but 
to appoint public representatives and private profes.ional men. 

Dr. Dva.r thought that, if ~e Kanager ... pre.ent~1t would enaure that IIOst 
benef it 'tt'as gained from a Commit t.ee lJIIOeting but that, if he did no~ at'tena. 8l1d 
merely r ead the minutes of the raeeting later, then h e would not be aware of the 
fee l ing a.t the meeting or of 'the detaUed dUCWlSiona. S. aonsidered the 
Com.JJ.i t t ee a. ftlUllble forum because t h e absance ot members of the Press allo...a. 
ths c.oo:ors to talk: freely . 

Dr . ~cSearre.igh said that the Committee in County Laois , wh:1ch met quartuly, 
pro\~d.ed a. good open forum for diseuss1.o:l. 

The Chairman s aid tbat a let ter h.ad been received f::-OZII. lir. Pellyaugg.s'ting 
t hat ~he membership of the Collllli t tees should include representatives tl'cm the 
Dental and Ophtbs.lmic profess i oIl2 . 
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:Mr , ~ ~a .... d "t.n a,. ne ha::' net be en 3uc cessful in ge t t ing a dent al r epresenta;;ive 
on his 8C:Lilu:tte e s ~ 

.A2.de r-:!J3....'"'!. Y.t:: J. lirllle~ a :::.ked ::...:- the:' e -..as any obligation t; o call mee t ings of t he 
Comm.:. t: ee a ._ :,ogu a: :"''1.ter.rals ~ ~..e sta t ed. that there had.been no meeting ot: "the Co . 
Kilv-l'.:lY C'cn:Jl::~ tee .for a c ons i derable t J..:ne 

S:.c h:-ncny Eamonde remarked t..'lat ";he Re gulations a pplied t o iluolin, Cor k , 
Limer:.ck: 3...;."11. !¥a te::-ford c:1.:"y O:.lt t h a t -;.he Cou.'lcil we :r-e discussi."l.g t n e c;.uest ion of 
Consu.:':::.a":; :. '~~ Heal:"'': Co::m~':. ee~ genc:-a E .yo 

.rhe...Qhai~ s a i d that M!' ., Fl ynn ' e point would bc me t if the recommendations put 
fo:nvard by member s of the Ccuncil c once :n:.ng the appointment of nurses, dentists and 
othc= p r c: 'es5" =:-C!:al O:''i.ss.es "';c tr..e C~!;l!lri .. :te es were brO'.lght t o the anention of health 
author::. t :...es by -;l:e .i1uu.ster . 

!'"""~~ said ~p_at t h e ? e gu:.a t i Olls .made proviSion for the presence on the 
Commit~~a ":",, six .rtemOer~ of the Heal t h Aut.h or i t y. He suggested t hat, becuase of th.e 
i.mportan~ ·-::f p sy·o..l-;.i atr i .:; med.i.cl.:-:& a t '":.he pr esent time } there should be a psychiatrist 
on t~ CC:o.:!i.: .. ;~e w 

rh:. Cb.ai:-ma.....-;. :-ep : l.e:i that tne l·~. le ·,,-an ... h ea lth authority made these appointments . 

P:" ofes~o:, D.xme ::-;a -ted m a '; , I.:llle~5 a health authori ty is tel d to do so , it;. will 
not appo iT..~ :0 tllC Com:n.i.tt ee a....""ly one no"t specified in the Regulatio:c.s . but will :fill 
up t.'1.e lOI.emb~rs...1.ip by appo~""l t!.ng nember s of the authority .. He cons ider e d that the 
Cons~tac::"ve ~.a:.. th Cc:um::.t t.ee:: shou2.d be required by standing orders t o meet once a 
quarte r ~ t ';:.il-: t!"~ere SL.ou!d c-e spec "'-f i e e.. t imes a..."..d agendas for tile :neetiIlg.s o 

M.r ~ /2..:tEE. doub-ved th~ y a l Ue of ha'''-J.ng l ocal a uthority officers on the Committe.s . 
He said tr..at nornal ly i t was the duty of the Chief l4edical Off icer and other local 
author i-;y Med.:'..~l Officers t o a.dvise t he Manager and he considered that their advice 
in n('~: c J.;:cunst ar-cc s carri e d mor e we:.gi:t than advice given a t Co.:mri.ttee lltct.ings • 

.?ro!:"'c<:'sC':::- Dl-""lIle s~ted t AA h e c onsidered t hat a Ccm:nittee orould not be f'ul l y 
represenu>. t.~ ve unl ess there was a psychiatrist on it . 

1ir<o 0 l:ianrar..an s tat eli t hat it .... 1lS a flaw that regular meetin!; dates were not 
fix.ed ~ ~ addec w· n o agenda was draom up fer Com:::J.i t !:ee mee"tings and "that very 
litt l e :..:J.-:-e r e2"t ;vas; t-a.ken in them by -t;;:-~e peopl e concerned. He coru: i dereci -cbat 
COllIDi tte e mee t ings r e s ul t ed il::.. a de bate b et ween different interests as in the case of 
Count y Ccur..c i : l1e.eting~ .. - He sugge s t ed that the me et ings of Conunixtees snould be put on 
a prope r ::«~is ...... -i.th s t anaing c.:'der~ ana. a genda or else tr..ey would serv:e no usef ul 
purpose . 

Dr~ :i:lya.....- s a i d that; he- did not a gree wi th t his viewa tie stated. that the Count y 
Galway COJn!rc.t tee met regularly, had f'i,.-..ed agendas for its meetings and discussed 
syst e moo.tiC-<i. ::":"y a ll aspec t s c-f" t he !'lea l"':h service ~ He a dded that this Committee was 
very us~t\:.':", 

M:-~ Fi Ynn s a :;.d ti'..at this was n o t ::-ea lly an agenda. but rather a fixed list of' 
items to r.e. ·.::; c-ru-ide r edo He a gre-od t i' .• e:t t_,..'le Committee was very usefuL 

Toe Cb..a .. .,...~ remar ked t.h.at Ul .:r..:tl :..n there were four s ea t s on t h e Coamit t ee 
which cC"~'i 'be f i lled. as t1:e liea.1th .4::.:::r..ortty wi..ahed.. He suggested that i t might 
meet the ...... ....<:: nas of the C-01!P.c :-: I f the Minist er were aeked t o reco!IllIlenO. t o neal th 
authoriti e s U-.at r epres eni-lltive s of other bodies, such a s nurses , d.entists and 
psych:'a t r ,:,::."t s., be e ppoiL.t ed t o t he s eat s cm the Co.inmittees ,,[u oh the hsalth authorities 
could f :. l :2. a s the y ---l. s r..edo 
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Co.n:mittee !!light De tilled by repr esentatives of the dental, Pf5ychiatrio, 
ophthalmic and nursing professions should be accepted. S1e oonsidered 
that it would. be WIIll to allow the Consultative Committee itself to decide 
whether the Manager or his Assis tant should 'be present at its meetings 
beoause of the possible effect on their other duties. 

l4r. Flynn said that ,.aa f ar as he knew, County ldanagera a.lways attended 
Coamit tee meeti ngs . 

The Chairman said that his experience ala 0 was that Managers a t tended 
t hese Meetings. 

~ said that, L'"1 the l ight of the discussion , he would not press 
t.."rla point any further. 

Dr. Ouaaok suggested that the Council might recommend that provision 
be made for quarterly mee t ings. 

lC'. O~Ha.nrahan aaid that he felt that, if this provision was made , the 
other difficulties would work themselves out . 

The Chai!'Illall suggested that a recommendation might be sent to the 
Minieter that the Department should request Health Authorities to consider 
inoluding ::lursing9 dental and p.aych1atric representatives .in the membership 
of Consultative Health Oommittees . 

Dr~ 1!aoSearraigh said that veterinary surgeons should 'be included in 
the Comn1ttees. from the public health point of view .. 

It was agreed that the recolllIlendations conoerning the oomposition 
of the Oommittees and the holding of quarterly meetings should be forwarded 
to the J£i.."lister . It was also agreed that Dr. Dyar ' s query regarding the 
necessity of changing !lChie! l6edioa.l Offioer" to "Oity Medical Officer lf 

should be drawn to the attention of the Department. 

Chiropody Services 

Mrs. Bar-ry said that she had raised this question and. asked for the 
oiroulation of a memorandum beoause she thought that chiropody should 'be 
inoluded in the heal th service , even though this might not be po8sibl. 
immediately. Chiropody is an essential service in t..~ proper care ot' the 
aged. It helps to make elderly people mobile and would reduce the bed 
oeoupanoy of hospi tallil . This country is one of the very 1'ew in Europe which 
h.as not included this service in its National Health ~rvice~ . ftle matter 
had ceon brought partioularly to her notioe by the opening in Cork of a 
Ool lege of Surgi oal Chiropody. Persona could qualify at thia College by 
correspondence ccur8es~ The Winiater had,in the Dail"drawn attention to" this 
College and had. po1nted out that ita graduates had no licences to practioe 
chiropody. Some of these people are praottaing as Chiropodists and in saue 
instances thei r s ervices have been availed Q£ by Surgeons . She oonsidered 
thAt this was net a goed development. In England the practice of chiropody 
by persons who are not properly qualified is 'being stopped a.nd ma1\Y of the 
quack& arc coming t o Ireland. 

1Ir • • !larr.y reOOlllllend8d (1) that ohiropody should be inoluded a. part of 
the bealth service and (2) that hospita.J.s and surgeons should not avail of' 
the services er pereor.s who are not properl y qualified. 

pr. MaoSearraigh said that he agreed with Mrs. Barry ' s recommendation. 
A person whose fee t are in bad condition cannot be very aotive . He cOllSidered 
that there might bs a number ot 4ifficulties in developing the service such 
as deoiding "here ohiropody ends and physiotherapy begins . He agreed that 
chiropody should be a part ot the health service. 

'!'he ChairlMn as ked en what basis the figure of 800,000 people, who 

/6 •.• . 
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are ata't~,d ";00 require chiropody treatment , was e st; imat e d . 

Mrs . Barry r epl ied t hat she c onsidered the number requiring ch iropody 
t reatment must be very high. ,hav ing regard t o the numbers who seck appointments 
wi~ tr>..e -;hree chiropodists in Cork. She added that there was n o training 
.oo1:og4 for chiropcaists ill I reland but that extensive courses are available 
in Britain.. There were , however , only 52 persona in Ireland who had 
e er:. ificates from professional bodies in Brit ain. She said that the 
pro fess1ca;.a l bodie s in Britain and also in Ireland had decided that they would 
hrin.!; out a list of' fully qualified perscns and. there would then no longer 
be a danger of hospital at.:.thori ties employ ing unqualified persons 0 

PI'ot'essor Dunne said t hat there were chiropodists employed in $to 
B:rendAn ~ s~ St. lta fs and Sto __ Loman ~ s V.nt al Hospitals. He said that these 
chiropodists were very busyo He c onsidered chi ropody an essential service 
in mental h ospitals as many patients would be c onfined to bed if the 
sc:rvicca of a. chiropodist were not available.. He also thought t hat a 
ohiropody s ervioe was useful for childreno He sugges t ed that an attempt 
should be IllAd.e t o decide what qualifications a ohiropodist s hould be 
r equired to hav e . 

D::- y QI.!.i.nlan sa id that h e favoured the development of a chiropody service . 
A :Large number of pat i ents in hospitals are crippled through lack of 
ch!.ropodyv }1..e suggested that consideration might be g iven to propaga.nda for 
the better design of f'ootwear o 

Si.:' Anthony Esmonde said t hat t he major difficulty was the absence of a 
reg ister of qual ified chiropodists. 

Cas ¥urphy pid t hat persons doing a correspondence course in chiropody 
might qual ify in six months and t h e person so qualifying oould be quite 
oomp~tent~ 

fiir Anthony &.mon.de . said that they should be quite clear as to what they 
wanted and wto.at might follow from their recommendations . If the partly 
qus.lified chiropodiste. were excluded from praotice, they might be left, for a 
tim15 9rlthout any s enrice and this oould be a dis-servioe to the cOJmnU.nity. 

Mrso Bar::y said tl'At$ unt i l a college recognised by the Department canes 
into being , a l i s t of minimum qual ifications should be drawn up for the 
a ttent ion o f the publ ic .. 

Mro o tHanrahan ~a1d that the r e is provis ion for the Manager to employ 
a c h i ropodist in any instit ution. He remarked that a high proportion of the 
ohu-opod1s t s avallabl~ are poorly qual.if'ied and that consequently there would 
be n;ry few chiropodists ~ e f t i f those poorly qualified were not allowed t o 
practiceo He added t hat it' h i gh qualifications are insisted on here then 
chi r cpoQists ) on qual ifying, would emigrate to England a.s the pay would be 
higher there .. When a school for physiotherapy was first set up here the 
phJ--si ctherapists went to ~gla.nd a fter training. 

Mro~ said that we would have to be in a pos i tion to recognise the 
difference in courses of t raining. He consideJ;'ed that a nurse in a hosp! tal 
could provide some chiropody trea tment but chiropodists have done good work 
in hospitals. .de said that he lalew of two persons wh o engaged in chiropody in 
their spare time onl y but t hat the local authority was very glad to avail 
of their s ervic es" aa it was consider ed that employing such people was bett er 
tr..a.'1 n ot employing anybody a t all . 

Mrs. :Barry qucted the following extract from the Xinister ' s reply to a 
Parl i.a.n:.entary Queetion on 7 t h Maroh , 196.3 ; 

t! In order to z:ca.ke the position quite clear, I think i t is desirable 
t~t I should ~ut. on recc:-d t.hat a certificate that a person had undertaken 
tnis. t raining lwh~ch cons~sts of a correspondence course requiring, 
according to the prospectus , an hour 's study daily for six months , 

17 ••••• 
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followed by a fortnight's practical. instruction) is not accepted as 
having any value in relation to any public appointment in t his country at 
present and, further, that it is extremely unlikely that i t will have any 
such va.lu(!t at any future date . " 

Mr~ Flynn said that a qualified nurse who d i d this course should be able 
to give a reasonably good service . 

Dr~ Cusack said that he agreed that a nurse after a course of s i x months, 
or eV~8ss, should be competent to undertake work in chiropody_ A 
number of the conditions dealt with by chiropodis ts may be symptomatic of an 
underlying conditi.on whic.~ requires treatment~ A nurse, because of h er basic 
training a.nd experience is in a better position than roost other persons to 
recognise and deal with these conditions. 

Sir Mthony Esmond e enquired how long did it take for a person to qualify 
as a chiropodist in the fully accepted sense. He thought that it might be 
recommended to the l4inister that short training courses in chiropody be provided 
for nurses. 

Dr~ Cusack was of the opinion tbat a good nurse with the S . :a.i~ . qualification 
would be capable of completing suoh a course in about one month . 

Mro O'Hanra.han said that the Minister ' s statement in the Diil was ve ry wise. 
If an unqualified person treats a foot oondition hcs may do harm to i t and the 
condition may become very serious, with the possibility of the loss of a limb.. Bc 
suggested that a satisfactory service could be provided by nurses qualified in 
chiropody visiting the different hospitals. 

Professor Dunne said that a course for chiropodists could be provided on thcs 
same lines as that far Sister rutors. If such a course was ava ilable the 
number of qualified chiropodis ts would soon increase . rhe firs t thing to do, there­
fore, f.s to establish a recognised training course. Nurses Vloulci. make suit;able 
candidates for such a course but sufficient numbers of them might not be f'orth­
com1ngo He did not agree that it would be ~sy to qualify in ohiropody as.. 
training was required in a lot of techniques and instruments. He suggested that 
the lt1.nister might be asked to arrange for the establishment of recognised t raining 
c ourses and to r e commend to health authorities tha.t chiropody should be regarded 
as an important part of the health service. 

~ remarked that if provision was made for the training of nurses in 
chiropody as suggested they would have the necessary background in physiology. 

Mrs. Barry stated that the Department could wor k out the necessary detail s 
in regard to the implementation of such a scheme for nurses. 

~ said that, although the llinister had indicated the standard of 
qualifications for chiropodists which he would not accept , he had not indicated 
the standard which he would accept and he considered that the Minister should 
be asked what standarda h a. accept e d . 

Mro O'Sull i van stated that when the Dental Register was initia ted there 
was the differentiat ion between dental surgeons and dentists but provision was 
made for the persons without formal qualifications by allowing them to continue 
to practice. 

Miss Murphy remarked that the s ame had happened in the case of nurses. 

It was agreed that tho matter should be refe rred to the .h.Uni5ter with a 
request that chiropody be recognised a s part of the health services . 

Day of Future .Meetings 

Mrs. Barry said that it was on her request tr..a.t the day of the meetings 

/8 .. . . 
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h.~ti been chlinged from ?riday to T'nursda.y but tb.a.t, in view of the 
inc onvenience it was caus ing to s ome members of the Council, she was 
vi thd.ra~-::.g her preference for 'Ehursday. 

Dr. Cusa.ck said that Thurs~y suited nim better. 

Si:' Anthony Esmonde said that h~ could not normally attend meetings of 
the Council on 'rhursdays . 

r h /!: Cl'..ai:n:o.an stated that Dr. Maguire had stated .a preference for Tnursday . 

D::-Q MacSearraigh said tha.t he wol.ild not b. able t o a t tond meetings of the 
Goun-;;il held on t..'le first Thursday or fifth Friday of the month. 

]Jr. O:Hanrahan p roposed and Professor Dlmne seconded that t he day of the 
)X,eeting be changed from Thursday t o Friday. 

'l'h.is was agreed • 

.i'here was no other business. 

T"ne ~ explaine:i to the nen members that if they -wis h e d to have 
a:."1.y matter ccns ide ::-ed at a meeting of the CotmCil t hey could sena. advance notice 
t o the Secretary in a.ccoroance wi t..'l the procedure la.id do-nn. in t he s tanu.ing 
crd.ers ~ 

'!he ~ proposed that the Council extend its congratu.l.ations to 
Xrso Earry en the. sigr.al honour recent ly conferred on her by the National 
Un iv'crsity. 

This proposa.l was carried wi th acclamation. 

D.te of Next Meeting 

The next meeting was fixed fo r Friday, 22nd November , 196.3 . 

rhe meeting t erminated a.t 4 . 50 p.m. 



Confidential U'J.t :.l Gon:f'L..-med 

NATIONAL E3.Wr:a COUNCIL 

Minutes oi' Meeting held or.. 18th October. 1963 in the Conference Room, 
Custo;:: H01l3e . Dubl.iD.. 

The member$. present were ~ .-

3 . S. 6 3raoi.n, Uasel, C!:e.i.ri:.E: ... , 
Dr . F .C . ife.rd, 
Dr. D.N. Con...Ylolly , 
M. Costello, Esq .. , M "P.S.I ~ , 
Professor ;] .F . C'.l!lLingham, 
Dr . P .B~ C;.l.Se.ck~ 

J. Doherty, Esq., 3. .1.; .:7. , 
Dr . f;:.J. Dyer , 
Sir k'lthon,y C .. Esmo:lde , Et. , T .D . , 
J .P. Fl~'"::m, Esq . , 
!.irs . 11.:.c:; H~t, 
Alderl!lF..n ?oi.J. L:cG-uil::lness, 
M. Maok en, Esq., 
Dr. E .. Me.cSearraigh, 
Dr. G. Maguire, 
M. t:oy-'-2 ... a.:: , 35q . , 
!Usa .M. Mu...."'P!:Y, 
Dr . W.F . O:Dwyer~ 

J. O'He.nraha.n, Esq. , F.R. C.S.I., 
Dr. JoP. She!lley, 
P .J .. Tee!'la.Il , Es ; .. , 

Apologie.s f'o1' their inability to attend were reoeived :from Mrs . Barry, 
Pro:fessor J. D'.l ... "1.!!.e, Mr. E .. F. O' Donoghue a...'1d Mr. C.A . Q' Sulliv&n. 

llinutes of previous c.eeting 

The minutes of' the meeting held on 26th September were approved and signed. 

CorreS!lond.er..ce 

The Chairmar.. said. t hat there was no correspondence other than that relating 
to Item 3 Oil the Agenda. 

Consid.eratior: or Drai't o£ Int'eotio";.lS Diseases (l.!a.intenar.£e ) Reguletion.s. 1963. 

The ChaL~ sa:id that these tIai.!ltenance Allowances had. been under 
oonsie..eZ'at ior. "::Jy the Council on t h e last occaaion on which they were increased, 
when the CO'..ll'.cil r...e.d asked the Yinister to i.ncreal3e them again as soon as 
possr::lle and. tc exe.mine the e.mom:t at: the rent allo;va ...... lce. Re referred to the 
increases proposed UIlder the r~ew R.!:!g-ulat io!lS and stated t hat it was particularly 
gratifying to :l::.cte that t he raaxiIlr,J.rn. rent allowance was being doubled, from 
15/ - to }O/- a week. 

AldermB.11 lfuG-:ri..:J.nes s said t:"l.s.~ as he ru:A raised t=.e Qi.lestion of the rent 
a.11clfa:lce on the last occasior..~he rished to express Llis ;a.tisi"action at the 
increase now proposed. 

Mr. t.:oy:::d.h.a....Yl rei'e::'rsd tc the differential in the amo'!lIlt of the allowance 
paid i.-":l CO'ti..."'l'ty Boroughs and in other areas . He s~gested. that there was n ow 
no need for this d:i.I"'I"'erential a.!l.Q. that it shouJ..d be eliminated .. 

The ~ said t:b-et they could not expect this Cha...'"'lg6 to be made in 
t he presezo ... t P..egulatio:lS but that i t col.lld be put to the lli.nister t 'or consideretion 
or~ the occasio~ of: t h e next amen.d.I.ez:.t r£ the Regulations. 

/2 ...•. 
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I~ VH'<'Q agr eed 'tt-Lt Mr~ "':oyr . .J..ha:-_1o r~CODllUen.dat icn sc"ould be pt;.t to 'the 
M:i:.:is'"; er. fvr ~c.r-.E i6.e;"'2..t:s..o{" :""'.-: -s. i'~!';.....ra c i)oal)ion. I~ W&.,3 alS0 e;o-eed t i":.at 
t he C('U!"£::"':' &:.c-':':;"':' sx:;':-ss,;. i t s t .... 3:".',;:o5 -;-.,:, the 1::i.;":' :i:<;67." :t~'!:' i..:..c!'e~.sing "the rent 
alla:'l8..."loe ~~ 3'lb5::~~t.:.a.::.;y. 

Drq !~acS~arr<>':; gr. :i;"iid '!·:.at. -:l de:f· ir.,j .. :~-:'...:;::- of' ~'1r.siit·J.tio~l servicesll 

5...'1 t he Schej:,;;.l-3 ~o -::;~LS R<;€tJ.:e~:"or..5 ~a.s ::-e.'r..:.ired. He said. ~r.at if fl patient 
in e. !!!e:~-i;al .:."~,)$p:'.:t <;;.l w?.~ 5:...f f eJ:'1:..g f~Cill -::litervulCBi.s and. W2.,S '!)eir~ treated 
for it ir.. th~ :.::e~:ta.l !'~osp!tal, .,e 7{as ::::st F~id. er! all C7l!:.nce .. He cons!.dered that 
a.:r.. allowance 3h.·y ___ ld. '~!7 Iaio.. 1:. s-;,.,i; .. a :J&.se G 

Mr. !£a.:;y,:. ~.'i~,i -o:ha'" '::oh" ~u..-o :37 ;;:.! "t!c.s mall.:\:6:"!.ar.~,:)a al:..c-.. e.noa Wa.5 -:; 0 
enco~"('6 s-....:'.fe!·~ f'r-~_o tu~E::r;.}t.J..oei5 ":.c gat 1z:..st.i-::,r..;:iO::i.a: 'treat!:.ent . 
Ir~ tbe ~ae.e .;;f a lI.8!l:::.aJ, t.!Ispi tal pt:':.is:::l":! !'.owever, he is in t::.", mental hospital. 
priJ:lP-:-:-ily f t,:.. .... .T.~~:::,r_?l .;..=~~";Jl)=~t ..:.::!d .if' -:t8 do;,velcp.s tui:.er-:-....2.csis or a:a:! other 
il1.nss.5 ~~1il~ :!-. '3='" tn~ ... ~~~ f i:'!' p~;;::;'£oL~ of a=: icl>sot:"~iJ.S di:2e<!.~e E c.llOti'ance 
does not e:d..5-:'. Cvc~lio"'·. i-oll~ w(I ..:2.d arise it' t·""oerc'.llC5::"::, f'ati ,mt:s i!::. 
institt:.ti0ns ot::~r -c.h&.'"l sa..11f.,,1;cria were granted al1cw8.!~ce.5 B. S tbi.~ wO',;:ld 
el".Dou:age $U~h. ;;a-t:i;;mtiS tv 3litsk "'re5,,,,:;m€n~ i.=. nor..-tu"te.I-u:llO:::is i..YL"titutior~::. . 

Dr. t:a~SF.:B.r.!'-ei.en s~,i ::r;.a'!; t-":' :'- ~=;J.:':':c.':i..5 we!> not t~ o:::ly di s ease cC:"..ceI"!l.ed 
in thi s p.!'oclc~o 

Dl'. m-=.<::.Searr6.it::n !.!:ouen't e.ll =-'e r-so;::.s 5-~"feting f rct:; t"..ce::'cdosi s .. ere 
c!ltitled to tne ::;ame t a;-.. ef!. .. s ir.resl=eoti"'l7 of wr.ere aI'.,y of them :My be reoeiviJ'-e; 
t r eatlte::l.t. 

eithe;rinF;7~~b:~~~~~~~ ;::-$~~_~~~~i~~ :;s~~k:~~h ~b=~~~~o:~e t~~eated 
aliowa.'loe i.s l'<!:id f.l,S az: S!.:.Cour.e.f!;el!:e.:lt tc the pati ent; toO go i..'1~O the instituti on. 
A patie=-~t m a me:::rcal h~Bpi';a1 ..1." :::'0:.':' tt.er€; primarily for the treatment of 
tubercd~s:is -3.!'..d """:;b.",re i.3 r:C' jl..:.s~ ii·:':~e-";i()I'. for payi...-;,g ~!:.e ellow,e=-~c$ to l:im. 
1.:e:::::.tal pa."';::'eti.-;;s ::;d.:,,-, i.:l e.dC,j:tion ~ s,zfer :i""'rom dis~2.5e~ ot~,-er -:£.a:l t,ibercclosis 
and. there i d !l0 !,es~o.':. why the me!'",:~a.l :pati ent nth tu"c:s-I'C'llosi a should be paid 
a."'l allC''Rar.c::. W[,ez: Cl. mental pati e::rt: vd -"~h 6-'1Y other di~ea~e was :r..ot . 

Dr. Dra:: re~::,k-ed. -t.r..:"t e J:lI~"';a.J. h~spi-:;dl patie:r.,:,_ ' S 8..8'iety abo-:.lt his 
fi!laooial ata::,:; CC·lil.d. t-os i;r~e ~'::'U5~ i~!: keep:L~'.g hiI:l ir.. ~oap.ita.l !:.:::.Q, i .f a.r.. allowanoe 
were granted. 'to i".o.1a,.t:.is a.ll:de-r.-y WC1]15. 'Je rel:i.eved. 

Ie'. O;:ie.r.:r-~ "':; !";Ougi"l~. -::.::.a"t :..+; ~e..3 o.:-5ry Ciifio'llt t:-:;r- ~ chi~ ::!!edical 
officer of e .J..::-:u a '.1.tnori<.y- ~o c':!~~~t --:.rlE.':', .a. per s.·):l ws-s r 02-c eivlng edeCi.uet e 
-t r ea.tment 1'or.' --:' 'U0el:~)ulosis i..'1 a lll=ntal :r~t"'sp::i.tale He adds,! th~t it wa~ not fair 

that one FI;l't;i.e::::·.-t .i.r.. a m.;:;!!t.al hosp:it .,=-l sho'..1l6. r.eoe! ve an tilowa.."rJ.O & which the 
other s W9::'e , • .:-1; g.o:t-:2.."2g 0 

Sir. A..""lthv.r..y E3!l!-;:);2o:ie ask~d. wha t we.e. dOlle a.-c-ou:t s pe:ti6I.~ in e. mental 
hospi t al .. :c..c <ievelc-pe1. tU'!)0):M1Jl ,"' S! i.~ ~"lrl. who would. Il/)"': 1;.6 aecepted in a sanatorium. 
He -!;ho~h,,; "t Ile.:; .'~i.l.~;: s:l,:~ua",:;io::.s :,~o l.4i.red '3."";";·en""';ion a~ a ""::'..<.!:?erclllO:.LJ3 -oetient 1..'1) 
e C6r..tal t.~ !5 Fi-:.,;.l ·~ 0-ild. il:t:f ~f.)-;' ";:'7 · ,;.-;;:0.'<;::::',0;6 • 

~ X'E::;-lied t h6.1;; SOill~ me:r:'a1 h':Jspi-tal.;; t.ad a 3peeial Uroit for t he 
treatme=.t of "'; :~~~-,;lCS:'3 .. 

Mr . D.)!:..er-t;z: :;u·i , :L"'l r~p:::'y to il. C!'.ler:T i'ro!1J the Chai...~I: , t.h.s.:: he 't:r.o'..1gr~t 

"there we:r-e '1e:---J fe-f! ps. ..... ia:r.:t::s i.!'. me.:~b_l nosp:':..tal 13 beir..g t _!'ea:t e ·i for t"'.lberculos i s . 
A larg& p:,.)p.)rti0~. 0f Sl.l!)r. l=a~: J. oa:;_t ~ 5;re ~en-:; "to Cast:er€:~4 

Dr.. t.:a.c Se~r.:r-a:ig::' saii t he:t he C O.':l.s~d.ered 'the::. -.;n e :inoi.dence of "tu":"lerculcsis 
i n mo;ntal hceVi:-;ale !'I'-9.S high . Ee "tL::;..:.gn:t trLat it wa s 6. 'prob~eJ:. .":'hich oalled 
t:o:!'" 9.t.'ten·t.io.:::.~ 
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tuberculosis but they are there on the advice and under the gener al supervision 
of the Gou.'"lty Medical Officer of' HealthG They are, however, primarily 
me:ntal pa.tients and must be regarded. as suchG 

Dr. MaoSearraigh said tha.t the partioular case which h e h ad in mind was 
well knpwn to himself' and he was glad to have f ound t hat skili'ul treatment 
was provided for this person by the Medic a l Of'fioer of the Mental Hospital. 
With regard. to people not gettir.oE: an allowanoe for diaeases other then 
t uberculosis, Dr. Y.aoSearraigh "t hought that ca.!'l..oer was the most deserving of 
these espaciaJJ.y since it oB.u.sed sc much distress t o the patient I s family. 

Mr. Fly:n.l1 said that the anxiety of' t he patients , mentioned. by Dr . IrJar, 
existed f'or most mental hospital patients and not ady for those suf'f'erir:g 
from tuberculosi s. 

Dr. }/.a.cSs5;.rraigh the:1 proposed, and Dr. Dye.r seconded, that the Cour.cil 
should ask the Minister to conaider giving the maintenance allowance to 
pat i ents in mental hO~Fitals who were sui'fering from tuberoulosis. 

Mr. O'Hanrahan a~gested that the reoommendation be oom""'ined to pex'sons 
undergoing active tree.tm&..l1t for tuberculol)is in mental hospitals . 

The Chair.ma.Tl said that Mr. O ~ Hanrahan'.5 stateIlent could be incorporated 
in the reooIWJ;.endation pr oposed by Dr. MacSearraigh. 

Mr .. Macken said tha:t;,i..""1 disoussing t his problem,it we.e neoessary to 
recall t he purpose o£ grantj.ng t hese allowances , ... i'..ich was to encourage people 
to l eave t heir f'amilies end to avail themselves of treatment fo r tuberculosis. 
If' the caus e of' l eaving rds :family was s omet b.i.ng other than tw:>eroulos i s 
t hen t here was no case for paying him the mainteI'l..a.nce allowe.noe . If it were 
1:0 be done f'or one class of person~ then ever-jone enter:Lllg hospit al should 
get a similar allowance. He wowd have to diasent :from Dr. MacSearraigh's 
propoaal .. 

_ ~ said tr.!B.t he alao diss ented f'rom thio propoaal.. He added t hat 
tuberculos is allowances had encouraged large numbers to enter s anatoria a.."ld 
so helped to defeat the di..sease . 

l!1 reply t o a guery from Sir Anthony ~monde, the Chairman said -that 
tuberoillos is is not the C'r,J.y disease to whic h the Ir£ecti'OiiS'DIs eaaes allowa."1Ces 
appl y. He read. a list of' the other infectious dis ea s es c oncerned. 

Dro MacSea r raigh said that he was l;: oll3tantly receiving r epresent ations to 
get allowances for persons who have passed the infectious stage . He agreed 
that the primary argument in favour of' payllig t he allowance was to 'el'.courage 
the patient to go into an instit ution. He thought that a pat ient being 
treated for tuberoulosis in, s ay , Ba1.lir.asloe Mencal Hospi tal should be 
entitled to t r.i.a allowance. 

Dro Prar thought tr..at there s hould not be dif'fer .enti ation on the question 
of gr8.!l.tiDg allowances for admi...."'ri.st rative convenience. He seid t hat it' a 
person is suffering from T .BQ, he s hould receive an all owance irrespective of' 
the irwtitution he ma.y be irL and he suggested that t r...is be recommended to t he 
Minist er. 

A s how ot ha:!lds on Dr .. Ma.cSearrai gh f
" resolution gave 9 in favcur arlli 

9 against " 

The Cr..airma..'1 ;;>aid that h e consi dered that 'the case put forward by the 
County Managers wa s the proper one but that, a s the Council was evenly 
divided on the i ssue, he considered t hat the matter should be put to t he 
Mini5ter for decision. J-l'.e wa.s, trl£:-rei'ore , cas ting his vote in favour at 
Dr .. ¥.acSearrs.igh! s reeolut:lon. 

Mr. Moyrdhan r eferred to paragraph l( a ) and ("0) of Part Two of'the 

A . .. . 



Sche<i'.:1e ":. J 1.;'1& dr:: .. f~ P..~gu.j.. !:. t:.. o!". :> . Ft:; s tl.i'i tt-~e.t t he ~';'l..ll .t s specii'iea. (17/ ­
a r .. d £::.... 2. Cd .. ) ar e. u:.:a:'~&.list:::. :: .;.$ wages i!"; present dE.y (;i.rOum..sts..nC2S . Re 
s1;ggested. ;;hat the e!l!ount ps.yabl~ '.l."1d.er t his ps.r£:.gr aph .::hocld be specif'ied 
a s 6. i':i...x&1i an;o',;n't a:::.d t .h,a:t the health a:rthority sho:ild not b e given the: option 
of red: ... ci.r~ i --:; ~ 

~. 1::o'J~ s .s.id tha.t " ;,;n;,, :'~ ce 8t ill considert:d t :-...et 17/ - G:. week .. es 
ar.. Ul'U'eal,;.fr: i -:: wage , ne -Has satisfiad rith the r ea son f or tr.ct.s provision .. 

A:par:; r :r-0!!:. the !"eco~end.:'l"t i"':--.!3 ..at:.a.e A.t ove ~ the Cour.cll had no ot he!' 
ob~er';etio~ to ~e or~ tte draf,;; r~ir..;J.et':'cn.5 ~ 

'1:'[1$ r.ex~ !:!.6;::t ir...s: w~s fi.x!'::d. of or Friday t 1 3th December, 1963 . 



ConfiG.ential. unt i l conf'irmed 

NATIONAL liEALTH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held on 6th December. 1963 in the Conference ROOD, 
Aras Mhic Dhiermade, Dublin 0 

The members present were : -

EoS . 6 Eraoin, Uesal, Chairoan , 
Drw D ~N Q ConnollYJ 
Profe s s or J <IF 0 Cun!'lingham: 
Dr ~ P. B .. Cusack, 
J . Doherty, Esq ~ 1 R .M ~N ~ J 
Professor John Dunne , 
Dr. M. J .. Dyer, 
Sir Anthony C. Esmonde , Bt. , T oD. , 
J~P .. F lyn.'l, Esq~ , 
)~de~'"l ll. J o llcGuinness, 
M. Macken, Esq., 
Dr. E. UacSe!"'''''I'aigh : 
Dr.. G e Me.guire, 
Miss M .. lLurphy , R.Go N. , SoC. M. , 
J ., O~ Htulraha.n , Esq., F oR.C . S .I~, 
L.P. Pelly, Esq. , ll . P.S . I., D::'p. Opt ., 
? J t Teeha.n, Esq .. , 

Apologies r or their i.nebility to e.ttend were received from Mrs .. Barry, 
Miss A.W. Doherty , Mrs. Lucy Hu.."lt , rlr. M. t.!oyni..n..an, Dr. W.Fo O'j}uyer, 
~:r . e.A. O' Sullin n, Dr. H. Quinlar~ end Dr. F oC. Ward. 

ltin'.ltes of previous Iileeti.n;z; 

The minutes of t he meet ing hel d on 18th October were approved and signed. 

Correspondence 

The Chairmen referred to the l etter of 29th November which had been received 
f rom the Department, and copies of which had been circulated before the meeting. 
The .i"ollowing i s t he text of t he l ett er: 

n A Chara, 

I em directed by t he lli.nister :ror Hee..lt h to re:rer to YOtw letter of 
l;.th instant conveying the rec ommendations made by the Netional Hee.lth 
Council at their meeting: of 1 8t h Ootober, concerning the InCectious Diseases 
(Mai ntenance) Regulations. The suggestion in regard to the eliminetion of 
the differentie..l in the e.mount of the al.lowence paid in County Boroughs 
and elsewhere has be en not ed for consideration in connection -,vith any future 
amend.I:lent or t he Regulations . 

With regard to t he recoIl!!lendation ooncerning the g ren.t of e.11Cffl'aIlces 
under t he Regulations t o t\l.berculoua patients in mental hospitals, I am 
to explain that the r elevant s tatutory conditions s t ipulate t hat allowances 
are pay",ble only ·to patients who are undergoing treatment for inf'ectious 
diseaSE: end are thereby prevented f'rom making reasonable and proper provision 
f'or t heir own maintenence or the maintenance of' their depe~s . It rill 
be e.ppreci.eted that patients received i .. 1 mental. hospitals who develop 
tubercul osis do not satisf'y the condition referred to in as much as they 
ware adl:dtted to ~"1d. are maintained in the mental hospite.l for the treatment 
of' mental. :il1ness, and acco~ly .are not eligibl e for allO'l'raDces :;nd.er 
t :!J.e Regulations. 

llise, le meas, 

(Sgd.) T.J. Brady . " 

/2 ••. 
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Sir Anthon,y E,s;:.o!lde , refe Tri.ng to the l ast sentence of' t.he letter, said 
th.!.t , even t hough the person conoerned was a mental patient, the f'eot remained 
that he was su.:"i'e:d.rr.g :.:"'rc:o. , el!d bs:tr.g treated t'cr~ tuberculosis . The 
allowance i,s provided. i'or pa!'so:tS who ~re being treat ei for i.nfec.t ious diseases 
e.nd he did TAot .$ee wr.,y ,such e. persou ' ... ·ha 'Ra,s also ment ally ill should be 
disqualii'iea. f r om. tus .!.llvw~ce. 

Professor Dtmne se.i;i that tm.s exoeption to the payment O"f' the infeotious 
d.isee..s e~ ello"Ve.!I.o"" appl.i.aQ ouy to p~'t.ient~ who dsveloped tuberculosis after 
t hey lien"t. b"tc e i.le!!t~ ~o.3pitel<- ~e add that such oases "ere exceptionel ~ 
that it could be ar·g:.led that: i t we.s net "lcrthwhile excl"old.ing thee from the 
scope ef the !.l.loYlance;l~ tIost tuberc:~1.ous patients in mental hospitals ha-.re 
d.evei.oped t;ur.9r~'.u.oSl.:s. ·oef'o:-e er..'! e ring thl! ~'3n"t;a1 hcspite.1 end these are not 
preolUde:l. :'rc.!lI. peym~.17 c:' tt.$ e..::..l.'= .... ~':;e a 

Sir l,-,::.t-hcny Esmonde- pointed. oJ<lt t :!l.a.t t h e last paragraph of' the letter f'rom 
the Depe-.">'t'::9nt: r-ef'ern~d t c pe.t :l. e::,:~ s w~o oontracted ~uberculosis after edmis:~Ii.o:c. 
to mentel h;:i Sp1~el.a .. 

hlrQ Fl :y;m seid 'tn.e't im"' ec,; i ':) ...:. ~ d.J see.se.'S e.llowa:!lces were gren'ted to 
tuberculous pa.l;ia:u.ts t c enco'..u-ags ':he~ by !l.elpi.n.g theo 'to provide :for themselves 
and their £'eni.lies, 'to seek ~re~:tmen't in .!. tub6r~ulosis institution. 

Sir Al:+' :':J.OBif Eso.or..1ie t hoilG:.t ~~Il"t mental pe.t ient s , in their lucid intervals, 
would suffer from a.."'..rls+'y fur thel.:=:' a.epende.nte just as e t uberculosis patient 
would~ k e. tuber~ulosis pat ient r eoei.ves an e:llovrenoe to relieve his anxiety 
f'Or de?eudau'ts he tcoug:.-;.t the:-e w.e..s .9. good. case for brin&ing mentel petients 
suffering z'>r oi:i. ;;uberculosis ll::.tr.:.i, i::"e scope of t h e Regulations . 

t:r" Flynn said -::r..e.t thls arg"..lQent for pe.yn:ent of the ellowence, i.e., by 
helping to ralieve a.mdety 'Cc l!.e.i..'1."';ai..n t he pe:~:lent ' s dependants, e:??lied 
equaJ.l y to ell p.!.t.1ents i n a mental hcspi+.a.L 

Sir .Arrthcgy 3sooMe suo.. t he't ~nere "ere tvro reasons for ~yDent of this 
a llowanoe : 

(1 ) to encourag6 the pa't ient tc gc to an ir.stitution and 

(2) to ease his mind , wr...ich, it was gener.!.lly agreed, helped in his 
recovery. 

He said that lilantti patien:--;s d.:.;.~~:t times; app~ciate that 'they have rel etions 
who may ~e in nead t'i' assist ance end tr....is may c~~e them worrya 

The Chairmen said thet "his Question had been dealt with at the last 
meeting . The fect that e.. patient -who develops tuberculosis while in .!. mental 
hospital dces not get the allowe->1ce .. r..ad been referred to the Department for 
cluifice"ti cn e.."ld to get the Mi.....-uster! s views . He thought tr..et the point raised 
by Professor Dunne, t.!".et there were ver-J few such patients aI"..d that t o extend 
t he allowance to them would not cost very muon, was very importanto ne 
enq,uired ;>;hether the Cullncil ",;oula. ask t:'1e M:L..tUeter t o consider including these 
pat i ents a~ some :''..lture ~te .. 

Mra Macbr; said t~t i t wes imD~rtant t o remember that t ubernulosis 
e.ilOWe.IlCE-3 are p~id to p1!'Ciants bc"th i!'..side end o ... --tsic.e hospitals and the.t 
the rete peid to patients outsi a.e hospi.tals :la nighere It was elso important 
~o remember t hat it was ent irely e. IIlt!.tter fer t he patient t a doctor to deoide 
whether he s hould reoeh"e ":.reet:c:ent i.:l hospite.l or not. The pu-"'Pose of the 
e..llowe.nce is tc encoure.ge e. patient to discontinue his 'Work end so, not only help 
him. to r e('-c.Yer, but e.1.80 help to curb t he spread at: infectione If the purpose 
in grenting alloW'e.noes To.e..S t.:; ease 'the anxiety of persons in institutions for 
their de?a~~ ": h-sn -+:here 7'lou:.c. be a ~e for givi.ng eJ.l patients i n 
insti't'l.!t:l.on.:: e.71 ill.owar.ce" Tl"d.s w~s a.::'l impraotic~ proposit i on as the 
expenditure involved wO'..lld be enormous .. In t he case of a tuberculous patient 
in .!. me!1~al h cspi-:e..l, thecond.itioll3 on which i.r!i'eotiolL'3 diseas es allower..ces 
are gre..nted a!'e not s~:ris:f"ie do 

Professor Dtmne stid the"';, nhen e. mental patient !::leoomes lucid, he is 

/} .... 



generail..v :ll.s ,::~g.,~~ I::"~; !", e. ~ 't .... c~!"~·11('~!..:, "le will: s,:; t:~~ st~ge~ be 

~~~'~b;r~~~;~ ~;~~t~~~~~e~~~>~~~ ~~,;;~. q:~:,,~~r t~l:;r.~;:~\O'P~al, 
th~ loa.u aut:-,or-ity i,s i!xf'vrced Al'.ld 'the patier.:c become s e.ligible for an 
eJ.lowe.nc.s- co::: hi.s d.i~ "':...e.!"~e ~ 

~= sai'l .-:-1P-.:: e.;;.~ :'rc::. ::v! .i.n:'e '.::i.. .. "lu,s di.seues e.llo71u.oe, other 
fo!'1IlS of' e.5si;+a..'1.":';~ .:;~. ::?':" 'p~.YI:l-;~ r :...n c.,a..::& of z:.::;,o3s~ity~ Ir. '!.DV C!lse of ree.l 
ne ed ,home aS f'-l S1:;ar~(:· .1'3 ~.~'i;~y~ .e.va.i.(~-~le.. I+. -s.~,o-u.:..a. Uso be remembered that a 
Sooiel Vl,=,l.f'~r", In:;,:;;.''ac.::s l:'::'~!' ~.e p,,-y'!tlo::: ~·Ct a :Y"" rson in ~ menta.l hospital , e.n~ in 
fe.~+' , 'the i.xL':.",~'!":I..''';'l-: :"::'se~S$ .5 !!J 1)'\"1~-~, €, m~j-' ':-€ r~'oe:t:6d by +he e.:!.C'll'lt of eny social 
Welfe....-e e.~.)r.o!. rJ.;, .; ~eye.tj:;<> 

Dr .. rr'raI'" sai.c. ,:-~t- CB -e-a:i¥ +,n,=, r.:~ag3rls p~~:'b"t of view 't·ut he consid.ered tilat 
there wa~ ~...sh:i-p to pa:::i8T.tg i.o.vol :re d<> As -r.he mm.her of p~tients concerned was 
s:cell , :-.e !.:ho'Igh":. "::.~t 1- ;,ho..J.d "" .)- -:-e "': :.~ d.i.r"fic'.ll.t ~:" ci-o e-ometr:ing for them . 
:ir . .. ..e.cko:!n 1-.e.<i :::;"::''J.t",.i ": 1,l":! !'.otr;'078 r -r.;::-.~""e W'3r"3 c~!:..e.r prcvisior.s -ro:: ell evie.til".g 
r..ar1.sh.ip and. ~.!l :;-. ,S i"'; < l~"': :.cr~ ~)ul.i" c: ~ e:-·:-:~::re, ~e c..€alt w!:t:_ i.."l anothe r way. He 
did not wish; ~ :1-_'9 ;~.;'.u::.e-;e..CI.~.~;s, -::c ?_t'Sl.;,e the ::te.t;;e~ :''.U'ther . 

"th~-:: -::::'s (; ':1...::..; :.:" <;.'i-":l=~ "':!-.-:I L_::-..:L .:": ~r 'ths:t J e.5 e. ':o!1trj,.ourio::'l tcwe...,.-d.s 
t!1e early i.iag-_ .,)"'l~ c.·f ::;.~" :'7 r G. c, :.,rl: ·;--ctieg::lOS-;i0 S,:H"'i:',..C<,;. b e made t:v.e.ile.ole." 

Dr . Dve.: sai:i tr-•. a:t -:'l>_1.; ;:;.e.'!'ter r.:ad. ~e-e~ CO!l5id.ered -'!t the Annua.l General Meeting 
of t!le Ir;'&:: ~:sii:.~: A.'::~ ':; ':-':'-'!-::' :' CZ: e ?.,: .::~ii t;:..e,";. a cytc-diagr:ostic service involved 
g:;'":t.i.rog c 81: 5 f ;, (;!;. ?~-:-s :f "h~ :-:.:. . . u':' !:a7~ ::::-• ..:::, ~xa.uL'l"J.ed. ~. ::: ~ee whether they 
in:: b .. deci ~_:'].y ce.r.::::r ~;;? 2..:..s, ::'01 ;:;e - '1: i W!:.,~ s',;c-:.-e~ s:::"\Q :..:-. t~~ early iie.gnosis of 
canoer . It r~e.d. l-1een :i_--., u .;:e f'·-:; r e.igc:..i: to:. t e·r: Y':;E.XS in ~~ther ~ou:r.tries 'out in 
Ireland, we e.r'!; ,t " ll..:J, ~:;dent ,:lail$l':i:ng oeb.,noi . He ku,::,w tho:!r~ wer e centres in 
Irslar..i ..-hE:!' e : h:...~ w:;r·k TIe..::' i:.~.; 1: ~.: [:,e, o.,)r~ .i 1s-rei tr..e.t the eer-doe shC'uld be 
erpe.c.·ie·:i an-1 .:r.. .9~~iC'·..le7-; :!.'t. s:-:; :- "':"'i :·03 ~-;uh.tle t~ gS!lsr ti pre.c~iti<mers. It 
roe.s r=a-ct..gh tne gC'::"!e!"~ S':re.c~ :l.- l.·:)ne.:'", -tne~ 'tne-I":! exi,;te':' th-e gre~tes't scc.pe for 
de tect:Lng ·~~ss~ of .. e.r.t·:,;e= ir, t r~e e.e.::-ls ~t:; ag6.s .!Oboe peo?ls gc far more frequently 
to their -loctor trdl,n ':0 sp6oiaJ.isr rneii(:.a.1 cent;res .. 

~ .seid t·tlEl:1.: .... her. hG :~c."': !~ e:r. i!'. Ne-:: Zee.1and ir. 1961 ne fotmd that 
general pre.nit io:oer3 ~!1~::-e 'l7er:;! 1.. ':: ir.5 ::'e ~eo:.~..!lique Ior ";b.e .ietect ion of uterine 
ee.noers . 0>-.:::1; of ~ tc't~l ~~ 2C~vOO ex~~:::;.cns in 1561 e positi ve: r ete of 3 to 
4. per thous tmci had. teen dis,:;.overeo e...'fli -;r:.is "i/a~ co:tS.idered surprising].)- high. He 
said tMt, ge!lE:raJ.ly ~Fs~"g , 1;he ue±i~~ pr..:.fes~ion were egreed on the 
de s.:.r-abilit-y of' 1:.h.i3 ;: .:."':W '::x .... th~r:.c ,:,:.. ; ~ He :-o~ideredj h"''''l'iever, t ·hat it needed 
the SU?por-t: 0:" t. ::t~ D<??e.~Zle2t r:f :-i"' L.-:--:n : ~ oo-~rd.:L~:';e ti".e aveiJ.eble feoilities 
if the scf;.e-=.s were- tC> 7:e op.:retari ~ ·n e. le.r~e sc,~e~ The wey in n!ll.c!1 the 
Department 0rgaci=-eJ. tt,e ~rranJSeme:r.'ts i'o :~ ~lcoC.. t;-.,s"t=.ng ~'.o. groupL"lg ?1'e.s e. 
parallel case' . Ho; sai~ -:hat e 06rk.:tir~ em:.)u.."lt of t!ri.s work is beir.g done by a 
numol;r o:Jf' pe.thol~gis~s 1.::. -::t-.o.l. .~ ).;.xr:rj' b·.l'\: th~" t i.f the ar-rangements were put 
Ol: eo properly crg.e:.i.s ,::':' ;'c<;""l.!'€ ! - ~e.sB pe.th::::'cgis'!:s ~!lt .find tnense],7es short 
0:" tecr..:u.cians :0 ie:_dl", .. hs ~"':.:in- ~';BQ -o;'ol\Z:,; I)f 'I7.:)rtr.. He '3ugges-::ed the.t, i f 
provision was cedp. f 0::- ell<:' .... 'l:l€ e-X' . .:-a tf:!c!'_nciens ,-., pethclogist 3 ~:t twc or 
three centres , -:.he s::he::lo:' ,~ ol.l.ld. 'b~ got under 'Way~ 

T!:e ~ uked. Dc _ D::.!.:" ~·; =-.e-:: -:: be O-JS-:; cf: t fi s- se:'Vice YI~S per thousend 
of pcp'.:.la"t-':'or. l..'C. !iev· Z,:a:o:L-:', 

Dr. war repl1.6'i l-:.at ::-.~ d..1. d. no'": ~ve exac"; f l.g'.!:-:e13 but he tho:.J.ght tha't 
it ·,·lOuli Cl0 St between £.300 I!nd, £+00 -<; 0 detect a case ~ He adJied t hat in New 
Zee.le.nd r-he exper~dit.u:- € :;.rvc.l·T9d ?r~3 ccn~J.iered, wort·h '!l'hile. The service in this 
country c-:,-c.ld ~SI ·_"1ie r':.e..t;-e:;. by e. :·~:t1.,)ru:.l In3t :" t u'te b:.J."; 'this w.::u1d oeke ~he 
aez-..-ice verJ ~C's-.;:":r- 2'2' -:: :,O:l.~.-:+. : :,.c::; 'the a.o,t,:,r:e ir.. tr.i5 ccw:try were cepaole 
cof providi:--5 this se~ca bl.;:t t c.-; r e ;;·'0til-i b~ !!. ?:,cblen in find.iLg an eo.eque.te 
nur:lcer- of t echniciW'..s ~ 

Sir }·_"1:;hc!tr Esm:-r,ci.:o se.i i 't!1e.- .e, ,hf:.:':.,, :;.l'ty e.ro,o;.s ~"1 getti::1g people 'to COIlle 
Icnar.i fer "'x~ir.e,,: ic,r:.. 
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Dr ~ Dyar seid t:r.~t tbis was :)'::-,13 (f t·h~ ,oa:""--;. reasons f or !1avi..."l6 t he 
service p:,ov i ded. ~t general pre;}tj-ioner level aJS it could be done a s a 
r outine. even .,.,hfrH ' t !::.ere we:-e z:..c sy'~p';"c.ms . 

Professor C .... ~h.am ~nqu:.re:l Yi~t. di..ffi :mlty enst;ed. :l.!:. he.ving: ~::u.s 

service pro"idea. et presen.t ry geD~:,e.l p!"actit5.oners c 

Dr~ Dvar r,=pl.iS'a. ,be:"; eny i.;.~"; ~r ? .. c·~ -,7i s!lec. t ·e he.ve L h~se , ·es"t s done c ould 
ee.sUy arrenge ~t_ H-:. st ated.~ i..-:.waV3!: _ t:"n.at . ":0 ..:r-ga..~.3e 1;!!B t es't s on e. wide 
bart&, :i.t ~cula. be ::::J.6"::.'3:SSe.r-j "';0 M7e t he 'Msl.5~,anCe of th<:! Departmen"t in. 
publtc:'s i.n.g and. cO- CF...iZl.e--.:-~ng -::.e s'eyv:..oe. 

Dro ?,~.,Se .~.;r-:i'a:~gh ?r.q'...lU5Q ... ·M¥" "_-3l' tn-=- .;:6!:""'n. :,s "'o":.d 1:- ... i'~e t·e ell or to 
pe!"sor..s in ~he. l·)'wsr :u:.c.orr..e gr-~~""P ~" 

~ "though -.~I;. ,~1.: r ... :. e. ~~ ... n.o" ... , ,,:j,j, ·')CI!I.-3 ,.~th:..n -:One c e.tegory of 
preventiv~ medicix19 a..~~fl )e1l1d. "t ,~.er<efL"rs .• be Fr~vl.ded f!"e€o The fact that 
it would 'ue dif'f':":;ul-r.: "to persuade a~emir.gly !"ieal t hy p~rscws tc 1.:llder go a costly 
tlsd.ic;::.l exe..m.:...:!.~ti':.!l ;'.'e,s a ::"!.:.:..T"i."1S! rS<!$or.. fo:' pr·~i~ a frs-a s ervice . 

Professor (;'!:.nT'..inghee: said t r...!."t "':"his w-!';.s £: !:6 tnOo. of di.~es:is T.~ch 

started in .AI:le:rica 10 to 12 years ego and ha,'j s:LI'"J.(',e apree.d to o"!;her parts of' the 
worli o L"l Am~ri .;,.e. i t was f:'L!'"t''': ':.)o5 e 1. :·0 dhg..""l.C'f2e Ce.I!:;:e::- or" the ·,J.t erus by 
ex-nj--I:lg .speci.:ler-s f rc.::l lio:re::. 'if!:.: i'="<: =-~ ad..mi"t;; ~d to r..o~pi-:a.lo 3y this neU'-s 
a certa.in LUl:!.ber et ~e.ncer oe. ~e s ,.~r~ br~l.lg:tt 1;0 li.ght . iTr..en t ha inve s"';ig e.t i on 
waS extend.~d to o'!.ltpat~enb , a l oner inci dence cl' ~he ru.sease wa.e found. In 
Engh.nd. , pe ople i n gener e.l ... e~e !"~::y,. e'Joo'Jraged t o come forward for exami."le.tions 
~"ld the ' .i."loidenca o~ car.(..~ r J....~ E'-C!"~ ;-~rsc.'r:s \7~S f ound. to ::e even l or.~r. One of' 
t he di.:."":f'iccitlelE 'oeir~ e~c~c.nt9red i~ t o:: dec':'d-;: how oi''ten p~ople .!hould CODe 
fornoard .for ~his exaJD.i::;.a:ti .:m" Fc,r oe..:.'1.osr cf the l.lte::ous- , women of oertain ages 
onl y lI'"ere oO.:lo)erne.Q., The !le ~d tc ·i~-:e.;:.~ ~.!mr. e~ ;.;.:' the lur.gs u,so arose~ 

In I!'eland., cr·c·-d.i~gno,st .1.:' \·I~r:" i l:' don e e.t U .C<D", Colle€e of S;u-geons, 
Mater j a.. .... d St ~ Vincen"t 'a Hosphl!.l.s and pr o"bably elsewhere ~ The pathologists 
~ey the~ they are .seldom asked t o le thi_s work exoept by gynaeool ogists. In 
3nglano. it has beer. f'C'unO. that· t o=, a ~~:;:;:.?rehe:::lsi'7e !Scheme er investige.ti on t he 
cost i s e.bc~t J.O/- per peraoJ". e.x~w se the~ i t ca..'1. oost ~u.ive ~ le;; of 
money ~o have one c.!.s e of :.a.....,.')er 1:iag:-~oQed.G If t. general practitioner wanted 
to do thi~ eu.::ri...."'l..e.-:io.ll r.e coci5. r_e.· ... e the pa:~hC'J.ogical work carried out in 
Dublin~ . If; nOT,ever ~ e :i:i~r:,) ,f,t::.c ~ ;t.3.:lS Vi"~s ext.end.ed. -:'0 the i'l"hole populat ion 
it would. be a cctLS::.a.ere.'t-le '.l!:.dert~~~ ne we.s a..ga:Lu.s t h!!¥J-'"1.g o..""l.e centre for 
al l the we r k ano. t!lough't that 1.-1: ~oul ,i 'be.st be d.on~ ty extendi:18 t he faoilities 
e.1ready e.vaile."t-le ~ 

Dr .. :;y~ s .!.ii "th~t ne ~-reei ;'li, !,". ?rci'-3sso:" C'..u:u:.i:J.gh~ i s new the.;; there 
was ne di..:.~iculty , ~t pe.thological lev6l: .in operating the servi:!e but that one 
of the chief difficulties wa,s to get pec.1ple tc. uae it. The service in New 
Z-ee.le. . .'1a. was evolV'-!lg i.!lto a s&ries ,~f ro~ti.ne eX'!-'T.L'!.!.tion2 and g~merel 
practit:ior.e.r-s ther~ naa. e. ki-::· ~' -:h-: 6q'X~. p~e::.'t L.~ .:; ~s~e.r-.f to 'take t he cells end 
send them to l abcra::- ories prc'7idi.ne: the ~ervioeg Ai; prs'3ent 1 i. .... Coms country 
the gen",ral practii;ionerE- de ~o+ oarry out rout:::'~ t est s but if a nation wide 
s e:rvice Olere pr·:·vided t h €-se dC":·-:..::rs wo-;;.lc. -;8 r.! ll.ir.g "to ave.il of it by submittin8; 
semple s "to 'the lebOTe.torJ. e3 ~ 

Prof'eeser Cun.ni?gham aEked why -:hi~ 9arv.iQe co-..ud not be provided within 
tne erlst.ing hee.1:th se:7.l~e5 

Dr ~ Dyar repliei that ll'"' t" :"l;'.s ware do.;..e the h.bo::"'e.torie~ wouli be flood.eo. 
wit !"" the 'Volume of l7(·rko 

~s·:r C·o..l.nAit"~~~ 3~·i b.t.:'J iz"'~:r d, "c:'c.r w'is:::s:' t:. tu:.V9 these 
exa.minat~"!l! c~rrisi ou't , .h.e -3~'<V !'.:> :"e~~ • .m l1tl.Y ha ·"':-4.;.·uld no~ de SCe If the 
pet,r.ologist fL'1d..s tr.l.Zlt he is -tlo:. Ul,g ':·'le r.burden~d wi,t h wo:rk ha oan look ror 
extra fe.cUi-4;ie.'! "130 ?:l,e:t l e ~ "':0 ~ \")pe with thi.s \'::.r-k. 
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outp6.tient Departments in Galway out that, if the scheme were adopted generally J 

a very heavy load would be placed on the pathologist. To enable these examinations 
to be carried out generally he thc::.ght t!>..£t more technicians were neceasaz"'"J. 
He suggested. that it .. ould be e. proper function of the Departu:;ent to orge.nise 
this service as part of' preventive medicine. As it would lead to early diagnosis 
of disease it would, in due course , i nvolve e. saving in the cost cf the health 
services. 

In reply t o Y.:r . Y.acken j Dr. D;yar stated that technicians engaged in cyto­
diagnostic work would need to :b.ave special tre.ini..."'rlg i.."'l this t echrd.que. 

Mr. Mecken suggested that the Department be asked to examine the problem 
i.."l reletion to the supply and t r aining of technicians . 

Dr. Dyar said that the general question of proviciing a cyto-diagnostic service 
had been bro~ht to the notice of' the Department by several doctors and his 
purpose in proposil"'..g this mot i on f'or discu.ssion by the Council was not, therefore, 
to bring the Department I s etteEtion t c the proble;:, but to get the force or the 
Council's opinion behind the motion . 

Mr. Q'Ha.nra.'re..n said t he.t a g eneral scheme was required for 'Women between 
the ages of', say, .30 to 60 yeerso f...,. .... examination once i.."l about every five years 
should be adequate. .4.n essential f'eature of' the scheme would be an adequate 
supply of technicia.."lS · ... ·ho would r equiz-e special trai!ri..'lg in the techr...iques of 
cytological exaoi .... latio:1s. ·lii thout t his special training the percentage of doubtful 
and indefinite results from the examinations would be very high. 

With regard to cost, he stili that the act1.lB.l test, as carried out in 3ngle.nd, 
cost 1/- . If' the result of the t est was doubtful the test had to 1::e repeated. 

He suggested that Dr. D:~lar~s resolution might be c:b..anged to one suggesting 
to the Minister t:b...e.t he right exeo.i.."'le on e :nat.ional basis the desirability o:{' 
launching a scheme for the early diagnosis of cancer. Such a schene could also 
take account ef' cancer of' the stomach and of the lung . The question of where 
the tests would be d.one would hav e tc be settled. ne suggested that there might 
be three cent res, Dublin, Cork and Galway, but he pointed out that laboratories 
are at present overloaded with work o He recommended that the wording of Dr. 
Dyer's motion be chaDged to suggest to the 1iinister thet the possibility of 
providing a cyto-Qiagnostic s8!:'Vi ce on a national basis be investigeted in all 
its aspects. 

Dr. Dyer said he agreed r.i t h Professor Cunrrinc;ham's statement thet any 
doctor could provid.e a cyto-diagnostio service but he thought that something 
should be done to encourage peopl e to co-operate with the service to the same 
extent as in tZew Zee.land 2...7"J.d ).me:,ica.. He added that the Irish p.eople are 
conservative L"l this ana. other nee-Itn matters end. if the Department publicised 
this servic7 it would help considerably. 

Professor Cunr.ingna.I:1 said. t :w.t a sim:Uar problem wes experienced ·i.r. the 
19.30 ' s in getting maternity patients to come f'orward for exa.mi...'"lB.tion . In the 
National Maternity Hospital it i s still found that 30% of the women admitted have 
had no ante-ne.te.l me6.ica l care 8 

Mr. Flynn said that there appeared to be a cyto-diagnostic scheme in 
exiatence whioh wes liaited by t~e nUEl'ber of' patnologists available and by the 
small number of pe:-sons subcittL"lg t hemselves f'or exai:U..natiOll . 

Dr. BYar said that , es the l aboratories are fully occupied, provision would 
r....e.ve to be made :for t!i.e extra work involved in the new service. He added that this 
pathological work coulci be carr':"ed. 01.."i in the hospitals throu.ghout the COUIltry 
but he thought that a regional servioe centred at three or four bases would be 
suff'icient. He agai..'1 stressed the importance of publicity in laU!lching the new 
service. 

1:1'. Flynn said that the immediate dif'f'iculty was to get trained technicians. 

Mr. 0 I fu.nrahe.n se.ici that t nere are tec!micians in the laboratories who are 
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doing blood tests, ete 0 but thet tbese are not capable of' examining specimens for 
the diagnosis of' cancer~ They must have specialised training e...'1d this training takes 
about two. months in England. 

Mr. OfHanra.~ said that the course for q1.lalifioation as a technician was very 
comprehensive. He added that it was t he dut y of' t~e technicie.nsto prepare work for 
the pathologist end they generally becc.:::le extrecely skilled with experience. 
It would be the fU11ction of' the technici an to. stal.....'"l end. test the specimens submitted 
by the dcctor who. "flould also submit a !'eporl en his exe.!!li.n.ation o:f the patient. 

Sir Anthony Esmonde said that the problem still remained that only uterine 
epecimens can be taken at genere..1 p::,acti~:"oner level a..'1d that lu.ng and gastric 
examination was not provided for at 'tha~- level.. 

Mr. O'Ha.nrahe.n said there ,;ould be g reat dii'ficu1.ties j financial and technical, 
in providing such a service at general practitioner level" 

Sir Anthony Bamond6 s:..tggested t hee: ; i.f' a recommendation were being made to the 
Minister, it should not t e..ke the f orm of" a general recommenda.tion concerning the 
diagnosis of' cancer .. He thought that a. start might be made in the field of 
diagnosing uterine or cervice.l cancer . 

Dr. War said that the aame equipment would d.eal ?,,"ith the examination oi' 
specimens for the diagnosis of' dif'fer ent z'"'orms of cancer" He said that the metter 
generally needs publicit y and t ha.t the Department is in the best position to provide 
this pUblicity. 

Following further discussion, the following resolution, proposed by Dr. Dyar 
and seeonded by '-'Iro O'Hanrahan, was adopted by the Council. 

That the Council suggest to t he Minister that ~ as a contri"oution towards 
the early diagnosis of cancer - in pa.rticuJ.ar~ i.."1 situ a..'1d penetrati.:ag 
carcinoma of the cervix end. gast r i c cancer - the possibility of a cyto­
diagnostic service for the entil"e population be investigated in all ita 
aspects. 

other Business 

Dr. Dyer said that Dr .. O'Dwyer ris hed to bring up the question of domiciliary 
nursing and care of the aged.. He would like to put the matter on the agenda for 
the next meeting . 

~ suggest.ed that Dr. O' Dwyer might prepare a memorandum on the nursing 
services, showing the defects which were thought to -exist fo!' consideration by the 
members of the C01.l..'1cil bef'ore t h e next meeting . 

Dr. War said tha.t he woula. suggest this to Dro O'Dwyer . 

Dr. MacSearraigh said tha.t he wo'.1ld send in a formal notice of motion suggestiDg 
that something might be none for per30ns in the midd.le income group who required 
ophthalmic services, and. for w!w c th.ere is ne provision under existing health 
lep,slation . 

On the motion of the Chairm-Gn , tbe CO'.lncil passed a vote of' congratulations 
to Mrs. Barry on the recen.t honour c onferred on her Q 

The Council 'passed a vote of sympathy on the recent tragic death of 
Mr. John F . Kenne.dy , Presider.t of t he United States, all members stand..ing in silence. 

Date of Next Meeti.nei 

The ~ sud. that as the present. C01.l!..cil goes out of office at the end 
of next March it Tias necess!U"jT t o hc1d two meetings before then. He sue;:gested 
that the next tleeting at: t he Council be held on 28th February, 1964-. 

This was agreed .. 

The meeting concluded at 4~.30 p"m. 
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Dr . P .. B. CusacK , 
Leslie ; Bean T. d.e Darru : 
J. Doherty. Esq., R . l.". . l~ . , 

FT-of'essor Jot-..:r.. Du.-'me, 
Dr . L J. Dya.r , 
Sir A..'1tl-,or.:r C. Es rr.onue , Bt., T .D., 
J.F. Flynn, Esq ., 
1irs. Luc;:r Hunt, 
.Alderman I,:. J. t,:cGuil'...ness, 
1:. t:acken , Esq. , 
Dr . 1:. Uo=.cSeerraigh : 
1: . l:oynihan , Zsq. , 
Mis s 1:. Murphy , R. G.N. , S. C.L, 
Dr . W.F. O' Dl'lyer, 
J . O'Har.ruhun, Esq . , F. R.C . S.I. , 
C.A. QtSulli vc.n , Esq ., B.D . S. , 
L ~P. Pelly , EsQ.., t;.P .S.I. , Dip . Opt., 
P .J . Tee:".an. Es 9.. . , 
Dr . H. Quir..lan . 

Apolcgies for their inubility t o. att end were received. i"roe Professor 
CUI'.!!L."'lgham, L!iss A.W. Doherty, Dr. G. l&l.guire and. tir. E.F. Q'Donohue . 

Ei.,. .. :n.:.tes cf previous meetir>.g . 

The lilinutes of t he meeti.'18 held on 6th Dece!!ll: ~r, 196.3 ..... e re approved 
and sigr.ed. 

Correspondence 

The ~ s a.id that a letter 1 copies of which nad been circul::.ted, h<ld 
-oeel-, received from the Department of Hea.lth re~erding the Council 's consider;;.tion 
01' i :le draf"t Consultative Hee.lth Committe es (Dublin, Cork, limerick and 
Wat eri'vrd) :aegule.tions, 1 ;;, 6.:;. 

'l'he Council r.acl no CCl!l!Il.ents to. make on the l etter. 

The Sccret .:;.ry read tr.e fcl1cT!'ir~ acknowlede;ement from the United lStc.tes 
Er:l.be. ssy of the Counci l t s resoluti on of sympa.tr..,y on the death of President 
Kennedy . 

"The Ambassad.or cf t he Uniteo.. States of America and Mrs. l:cClo.skey 
wish to e:>...-press their apprec iation of ycur kind condolences on the 
occasicn 0.;;."' the death of The President at: the United States of 
AI:!erica J c{o_'1 Fit zgerald Kennedy . It 

Ccnsia.eration cf l.:emcrandum -cv Dr . O'Dvr,{er on Domiciliary Nursing nnd the Care 
01· the Aged 

Dr. Q'Dwyer said that the purpose of his memorandum was primarily to bring 
up the question of: dcmiciliary nursir.g services for discussien and more 
cletnilea. censideration. A consider a.ble amcunt of ground work would. be ne cesse..I""'J 
to i' ind cut rthd services were required and how they should be introduced. 
He thought thet c nur;;ber of people were admitted to. hespitcl more fer sccial 

/then fer me<iica.l 
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hrosf.1t&l !18.S "'~e ' CQ!.lpJ.~"e:i o A r;:.~,;e ' , C' ...i.l:: l) <:. l'T:;r Ol..:'~ ti:is "trl': ~t~e:;!+, l.~: "'-
~'il ·.,io<;r~t IS ne::.... .. 1::. ~!1e "a~e at ~:d.~:'_: . peZ'sc~ T,!::.c .. =e c or~v~:'';.5C er.t, i~ ... '" 
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,:l" .r.:.;~~ r.J- .;; ~ ... c. :'-i it..:: ;. ~.::' f e r :=-0':' _ ~-~.o: ~,-..:;e ~ ~);J.ieQ. ~ c 1:r.~ :'l!~1;:Cle:c.s .. :f' l a:r :;e 
i .. ;: ~l.::'e .,; , 

He ~·:l.Sge~·~ o:! d tr.",t ::.e ce,ST i.,ecJ.,s ~,i' t't.'Y:':'1j;; .. ,·,,...t a SO!telr..e of :3. o!.!li.\.:l.l;i(.;.t'.r 

.'l·..:r.s:L:;.~ wa ::; ":0 ·u;. ve i t stax·'tei 10.:;. (. ~;:o~>,. ..;. so't~r..!e· ~,~ ;:. f"'?i lireaf; ~ 

~~:~> ~~;:~:~~:~;~:t.~~£~~ ;:~~: ;; =~.~:~!;,~~~~~:;~!~:~~~~:~~~;;~, ~~T~ 
I,ersor'..El w.r.c r.,q .... :ir ea. !-.e;:- ~~!"1!ice$ wi'C!".olJ:t b~:ii:e ,:Y<7er"jori>.ed~ He 4$0 -:.tat,:,c. ":J .. t 
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O:OClJr!"l.r-6 " 
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b ut, as i t nas n..,t pcs sible for Dis t riot Med.lcuJ. Of'ficer~ 1;0 f:L"d t .'!me tc tic 
::ouoh f'req:.!c!"_~ iLje0ti(\~ ~ respire-:ory ui.lme-~:';5 r~~d to Le t:reded ir r. ospi:i.a2 .. 
He tr!\:lUs~t t: .... t ir' e"';?_ \b.speLStlr'.J dc.c":" o:::' h ·;.a J. :-~'~ ~ e liv~ ill :-i.~ i::..:: t::.":":::.-c, 
3 ..... C[. patie:::.;;s : :!!.e·i ::-.,_t c-o :::';.?y hlJ sFi t <U. o>;d.';;o ::e &.G.d.ed t~;: ~"l~ :r:.:..';'se ~--:: ~_.~h 

dis"C;c ict. ,,'0'.:1,:. L..: t "to..;; ':)l. •• f f i c.i e:!l"C t c. "':'0 :lll -:;r . .:!.-: c C'cio. :' e 6.,ine iL. ;r~ventj. _16 t :-.~ 

ne ed. to!' l:.:oSFit .:W.. ::'~a:"'~or_ 'cu~ ~·..J.ch LT. n.rr-~.o:r:.~r.t ,.0'.;.1 1 c-e "f \~c:-___ dc.er~:l :, ::-~e ·.i..s·~ 

p~!' c s \i~~h~'~~~~a s~~:~~ !~~~ ~~;~;~~r;: ~ ~ H:e:~~~;'~~e~!~~~!~ g~.~e;~cke!A ~£ t 0 

~ppli0&tion o:~ tl:e s <::;:..te:.:t<z1: t{~ ... t 2!". <..:iequate d.omi'~ili~ry Lur5:i.nb ~eI"'".ri(.e :;0'L:'~<!. 

relieve hos?it.i!.l ~ ei 3 ~ Ee had ;' ''u:J.~ :L~ C cur~t:r Tipper ar"J, C'n e:lQuir....:",; ",t 
ve.rious tir:.e s, f;h:!t: . h-e:::-e were l::;l ;.:::t.ie-::ts i t.:. Uly of th~ ::'C'5 :i1i ta.:" .; there .1-.~ 
co·~.lo. !"..<:.ve be en a.i~~~6.tel:.r tre fi.t~? <it ::-.o~e . He d.id. r.:.ot 0.0';.01;" 7 :-_':- . I~""~"'t t ;,~t 

3U0!1 p,:t~ ient a .. e!"~ 2..": t:ne Co'.;.n:j' r:o;::;.e, Ha suggest.ed. tr..s.t t.he req-..:.i .• ec;er,t s cf 
i,lr:;oU'l ar.a.. r '..lral cus"trJ..(..t s o5no;.:.10 "b e cor.;sid..ered separately ~ ?u'c li,~ hee.lih 
nurses pro'rided a. llOCle m:..rsint; 03ervice in ~b s.r~ a.rea~ fine. t}~e s erv-ice r..sl.5 thoug.b:t 
t o be ql;.it e ef'f ec-: i ve.. Ir.. Cl r-.:.tral 5 ..... i.;; trict 71h:=re :hou ses a.re $c~tterea. i t ma.:l 
b e ·":"'''le::onor:.ic=.l to ;:rcvi.:ie a ::t":'ul ic·~:;,.ill:::rv s er.rice. The d.iffe:c e-:r:,ce bet'~ee::-~ 
! ~o:r.~ n:.:.!"s i..'1£; .::r.·i ["';;~ ,! QS ;o ~::; t r:.:;C3 ."'::,::,_':.:' :;2~o~ be r e::::v.;x.is ec. · .. 3 ;;. c onsidar,:ble 
a::-.O';.::· t. ~ -: :-;. ~ ~~;.;r ses I ;: :'::'0 (;.,..:> t~ ': ;;:'<e!"~ t:.? ":-J prcYia.i:..g cCJ!.e ::-.el:;; :'$ dis-.;i.. ... .::-:; 
i'ro= !<t:..('~i._g: ~ e rv :l.ces > In r:1.a.l"',.i C<-" 3e 3 6..§;ec. alld ~~elp.1.e,;;., ? erson3 ·,.er'e be::..r.ot: 

~;~;~~~ ~~rt;;.~ :r;~~~;~e~~;~s ;.~ ~i~~~; ~~r!t~~:s ~ro~;~~h~~h~~~~~e~:r.c ~ 
nu . .?: s in.; pro: ·le!:l shc-.;.ld "t-e t~er~ c.c.r e or" .!~irst· and thSLt d' flome h elp s.f'terwnros .. 

Dr ~ D:.'s.:' was of 1;~.e C.pir.iOL ·C:}.Lt , ~ $ tl-.'! door; ore ar.d :!atrorLS ~>t t~.e 

i. u.s ;i~U. 3 t·:, iI!"~O:. 1:r .. i':'J!"":~ reierr~d. were rlot .:i:",,,, r e of 1:h~ ~~ent 01' .e.er\'ic.~ s 

"'~::lch i -: t;~S ~~(;,l c. o!i.Sider~i 1 o.:sit l~ "to pr o .... "id. ~ f or pecJ:l e l..!l. t:t.eix 07fr~ 't..o,::~s ; 

t t.~y "iOUd.. r ... t urally ss.y "t hd ther-e 1"''''S no p;;..t i ent in their r..o.s1-~t &l~ ",1:0 
~~ c:;.1J. be tr5ct~1 vu-:.:a cie ... Tie ~ho:.:.f,ht -:hat~ as IZ'e: ~t:.d es.d .i very ::i....:.::-e~ n·~·~'er 

d hospital tols by ir,.te:('".r~ti ":;!lal s tL~t..rds, people -:;e:c.d~d. to utilise them t o 
the full .u::i to s en':" -tae:ir' sick relat i.,.-es to h.cspital 011 t he pretext th~t 
ib~y cO'~ l ~ t ~C" ac c ~I--t respcnsit ilitj' ror t; !.e !.l ~ Ear;)" of "the se p",-tient s ~0t.1 d 

) !: t!·~ ';' lea. ... "t. ::or:. e: :r a!.. ade~~--:;e C.O.t.:!. ji liar:1 ::::!.'.;r s :i.n.5 oerv:ic ~ ?f':"= .:-.v·.,J:", .b _ ,; 
:':-.<! ?r G';) ~e!:i er" ::he ::-..:..;; :~ n:J.tioer' c= :.(·spi~~ :' ~d::; 001;1. i !".,:r! 'r- e '!~~ily .:;c: .... e.:i -=3, 
~he C:.~r! "t~d3 ~:, ~ r ~ i.o.r~ c;Y~:. l;:.~l ~ . ~ _~ ::.c!'e r~ !'.:cr·l~ :.i~~,ear t-: $.e~ hos:i"t 1 . 
t re .. ;;;!Z:~.rI +: o 



Tf~:':! :-e s:-.c"j.l6. "2 <':: ,;:" e :i.l1r3~ <' 0 ('; t:'''': 

"IO!'Kl.r,~ llc ·:; :v.s~ li .. ~ S0n \{l.t1-. -:.::e ::i. 0 C:tor • 

~ ·)::<:'.0:::i ;.:1l. : .~ "e~r -l ~ 

, ,-0- -r.he s~r:'e ? ' e ss~ ('e ~~ 

:~ i:: ::~cse "';l-'~_~e w~:- .. s..:~.:; _. :p ... ~. ' ~ ~. ' '0 

<o-.! ~ :.,·· ~h ~· "; '..i. j. ' L~::-~ei.I-' a:! ~ ':: 
···-: e-~ c :p .o-':; :; ,:- ~( ,:; -::~ .1.':':'';;:7 "r ; -. -: .lr 

DJ:' ~ D'{& r 2 ';' i:1 -r~r,&.:: "':'2'.:".'1 
av~i.J. ~:t·le 

~ s<.:.~·:i :r.<: : ";oe~-:- -:-, ~ , e rea. £:: -=-,. -:- h~ 

'l't e~'~ b e1..Df, unie-:ro::a..!":~'l t ;.; ':" ~ S~5 ~ ~ ;H~ ? 0 5 S ~ti::'i -:;i ~.5 ~:Jrsir:g 

n:! s:o.id. : ;-~7; -: h~ pr" -:o;.le ::: .... :. 5 1' 0-': 0'_Dy 0n~ of :-i;..:r~lr-6 

t .n-a +" >~;~ "''':,;:.~ waT:i.~ -: -,~ ~ :'£.t ed. 1;,";"'"--:;: -" -,, w.::li' &:r.e <'n.i 1; ::e :·;' ~]..!.~:';..r~ 3. i': pe(;t . .s wer~ tne 
res"f 0r.-", :...bJl ·;,:: y ,)l -r::' '"! D~!.nr-:. c:~ ::. t (:f' 3·: ::::- l.<::.:' W~lS6.re £.LO n:>: t':-.(e De-?,s,X"'::s.er."t 
c::.--' Re~J. ,,;-:. . ~ 

He :- ::.c:..;::'!: ".; ",a t t,.~.~ r ,:,- W£.2> c.. l.~~: ...,f' n;.er-lt- i t. : :-i.e st<>.-;;; e :.:er,ta r,h~,cj. te e. te~n 

m;;:ie ':-y "t e e u!'-:b;.1i.l r-eFre3 ~!::a·-ilfe ", ;:::r~ t: =-~ GO~ll::'.1.l f:~d :--~e :( ~l"i; ::!::;It , by 
~,d.:--I..:; :L-:g :; r.~ oa.~te !' tc t!'.oe ~-:'1:::'·:~C: . . :;-;" t:r. ~ !.!:l.I,-i~ -:' -t r, t:--.e G o·, !.,:,~ j,l ".ou2:.1. 'o ~ 

pe.r:i ~ r;:::.:'::--2: ::1. Ds~.f'.-l :{".ll1-,t, 1.<:::-: .. 

:x" !.:i ')ck~ "'_ .:; ~id :il<1~' s .:_c::.e .~: ,~r, ... . 5 W<': :-- ~ W '!~} ;'.!'OVi'ica. :,: i1;~rl ii . .3~ !o;i') 1; 

_"-'';:<'>0 3 0 P '.,;.-r.;ll. {.":- ;;>,,l.'.:'j; F,,), ;-S e3 .;~ r. o! ..-:.l5':> ;:;.'V<>.-i ·\.::.':- :'~ ..::. .. ,c, ! '::'!3 ,,:, ~;.e " ~. O::L.t N-' T . Bv 
'<1c:,k , ..... ,;; t- ~ ir.g r~dt:c e :i .. -': l-:.,;: :}:.... :::"V;; ;, .. '!.:..l':::, !"~:.;r ~ o! .5 'r;e t'-~ ",'~ 'l.~ i .:: ~.:::lp ,,·.;;.t 5-.."1 other 
.5phe r eo e 

'){i c:! . r e s.:.rf.i. ' ·e t!J.e ::::.lilb er vi" 1..C .. ;3. t it-:.;.: i oE;ti b ed s !l.vc.i,lCi.Y~ . e rcr old people , 
::e a ~id. th""t ,; :.." 'tt~·r'~ ",-.r~ .::. t> out 1.:,2 t o ).,,4 :'e ds in. ge r i..:. tric llcries 
-i..! 6. P~ri I II per :, CJO of t-h" pcp-ul &.ti')ll w{;~l~ -::: h"! cot:::;: a r :ab:i.e 
::t'1.gu!'"! for t ~s oc;~"t !'"y J..S 5 0 H~ ~t{j:~- e ;i ~ hl)".'fey er ~ ';h .. r. 0e ·':'t ei.~ r e3e!"'? ... ti.ons 
:::":';' 5;: ':: e ::; ... tl~ :}0nc~r::::j!:; t-ho; I T'j .3t. fi; 'l..~e r, ;:; " .. h~re iJ...{:e 1:,'..i. r::::·.')er.5 of p~~30.c.s, 
S 'j ~h ;;;.s D.~::-~t~lly !'J.;,.;.n .i.i~ :1p.;:: e'i ~~ ;'o::>-.).::.s , i.r.. the CO\: .• "l-ty HOffi e: .'S :L'1. I r-e J.a.."ld who a r e 
.:~o0~od ",te6_ i:-. s :;.e::is.,: _i aeo. j..r~ -: it l.l -l:;1.(:T, .s in ~li.lnd ~ F OT "; :-,~ S r e ... ~,:;nj & 

n I'--";',)"; o ,:.:::;p",r i ", cn :::f' : ~ e t- ..,. <i r: .: s ytior. in t he 't\v:: C O"J:r~-:,r~e.3 Vi<l ~ nor. possi'ol e a 
!t": ~·!.11d t e a>:- e::ft ~d j ::_(''-I< '": ''<' ~': " ~;''"-t t i::e ;:oe a.r"~ tC'0 ~.(r ':, ~ 6. ~ -:i' c,r 5~riOl."i:: 4ic 

:pa t ie:nt s Jr. ~::..i3 cO'8:t~: 'Lr. ti H-.",-: ,; in "-ci.er -!;Q r ed ... c ~ "(,:-.e r.Ui.::;:.er oi the~e 
b eds , i ": ,10-.1:' re ;:e.)~ i;;.s ... ry t...;; 6e\~e l"p ... pr;;;pe~ I';elfare s erv·i:::.e " I t ',vould b e 
:.e 0~S SloJ,.::'" i :r.. ":::.e Z'irst :i.t:_.,;::a.r.:;~ tG ~ :iu:;a"' e }'e :~~~ who wer e: c a ri.:-"-5 t or -eld.erly 
r el :..t:'v e.s at nc-r,:e o Some as ~i3·ca.r.,(. '! !Jl~g:.t -;:'e g_tv~~, t o t'r: es ~ F~(\ple by "'&y of 
s ma.ll r ':'L.iL":.cl Oll -:.:-,.i' .. :. ec.er~t 5- orr..-i ":;y -;; ~c"'/ i<ii::::g 0 ~ rt"'l"'- ~pe ::ia.l :oe=luireE.ents such 
~5 ru:,'t e r ;; ":-.l. e ~-:: ~-.@;~ The pc. t-ier:t .s .?lsc S!_""..i.J_~ t· ~ edt;.·:::J.1.. ec. i.n 1:".O.-.->:i1";6 t he best 
':.s e '.if -: he i r ?h:rs: _? &.l "t:. ~i.:y , 

~ ,;. ;,. H1 t;;:-: . .i ~ r"" ';;;':3 s.;·/., r--e t h a -i: 'the Dep<::rtEleDt 01:1 H~",-lth VI;:'., 
oi:.c t i v el;;" s',-,?p c::-i: ir_:3 t h e de.ve l.:.::nIlen-i; 'Jf J,:.m" :}~r:'· ~ervi0e ,s Uld. t-h2.t ne w i.de a.s 
.L."'- th:i ;; fi e l i 'iie=~ :. ei .. ..g t riei ·: ui; in ~ ome 1)0'.;.nt:.;.es .. He O:i~ge st ed. t hat t he 
Council s!1,)ulri ~ .... "t:d..s st .::.ge Sio~ ly :i.r-a i1' ;; r~e W .... _i.~ter ~ ;:; ... t t eYlt .i;::"1 to t h e m.2.tters 
: ·e i.!:.g Q-: -S OUs s~ at t:-.e me !!ti.:'€~ ne i' el~ t- h:l.t t he Dep&rtm.enf; ifOll.la. .. e l oome the 
Gou .. '"lcil : $ SU?por"t ir. 't t_ '! m~'t : er-~ 

~ "a-s of ~::.e ,' :; i:r i j~"') "':6~: t:'e DeIJ2rt:n;,e~t '.,ouJ. ':' ~§;ree t o a 
:-eques"::- f r uIT: a. Q.{1'";tcr fer ;, D:' ~ r:-:-: .. .:-:: :;':7.' 3 e 'b t:."C he '.l'a~ ;:-.c t F.ll.'e i 1' t!'>.:is Y/oule. 'o e 
t he ca ~e i:~ ... :ni.;i~·oi:i e ~'- ;i ,;: r e o . ! :' 'r,:-1~ 

'>i1Ct,,~' i.nM~~;~~ :~!:2"'~e 1; ~;~~~~ ;;'~~"~~ ~~J~e b:~~~~~\~f o~~~;!~~;tJ.o · 
f'Z."ti cn~ c;t 10'. I:!J. 1'<r:.-=~e ,fit :;. -t: -. .:::;o:~ .;::' s d::.'5tri~t !'~l.L-:' <:' ;'!a 

/).):', F1Y??r· 



t::r u F1Vl::"::! sc-_1.::l t .!Vl-:: a.r::~ e:.'::: ·l: S f.::!' hCl50 heLp wo\4lc. !::::: ::;.ess.it ... ,;~ ~ 

d.ii'!'erer.t t::,.p~ 8.' e;l.t=p;;.:r~'tmer..t -:" t rw.'t 0;: 5.lri.,.......: ... ~ Cl" Di.s~:n.ct !i-.lI'se .. 

hl:'. 1,:ack~n ~.r_oug!"~t: tr ... t we s n~l.l.:"c. .not neo.::.ssc..rily Qrga.:d.se our dcoicili~r 
nJIsms s~rv1.?e i)n ::.l:::.e a .. c~ 1:'&..s ... ~ . 6 tr ... +. at present obt~iL.i!-~ l.":. E::-..gl.nd . 
T!".e Englj;3:;' S er7:l.::~ >1" ;' ;:; pr<lV'ioi~ri l' Jr Cl l'>..ig:nJ..y ur·Ci.I!:ised CO!1l.'::u..l1i'ty .:a.r.d woulli not 
l!~C=S.s~"i.J.. :r $ . ..:..:.t r; .. .!' r .:.~ ... l ar·e . ,se :re 'i: I'l )'~~t , t!".eret~re ~ th~t -...:J. endeavour 
sh,)u.lc. : ' e ::.~o.. ~ -: O>:"~~.l.s e .. j; -,r .e, . ,! :, :,t ::-lC"Cle hel p i..TJ. which :~eigh'~our::; co'..:ld. 
~_~1; :y ole.:a:_'b.,~ fC'~ ol d pe ·;.p.i.~ a i :'::,e::;:O!;:':lrg: meals , ·t):e cost ~ whicb would 
be :::-e ... ·~!' ie<i · P.J.:b.":'...f,!"· -:: .~ '! r -: !,:; '" . .:.~~ :: iet'a~ :~ ::,.:.!:.t-~ ~ 0: ' vc.l1:..r.t __ -.o:: or-guu.,s Q.tions 
~":'",;..(:h -.y:e ii.;....:....;,c.e; '· er ~.- ~~:,.i -;r;T,to: .. ·, :. ... :.t ~.t7 ,'( ~ l;r.:r ~ lI" ,;.r.:::. ::,f .... p'(~cv_cel :.d...,"u , 
~i't :r.~ ::" by c:rg .. U':':Hr.7:, : .-.s er "Y ).6:i_.:. _ ..... a13~ :.,·3 ~1r.G..!,:", ,, 

Se' .4..;l;:hC!ij - 3...:::';:'~Q.e :. ... i..1-i:·-· r_e ag.( ;!~ i Wl'::" . w::a": "lZ.~ ':~~:: s :;o,~d ~·~.J~ ~r "' -;""· ~ 

t·ne d05irabi J.:'''' :' 0::' ~rllS~ ~r.g ... ", ~-.el p.::..? "\i,;; ~.:·.i(;.ta.~, orgc.:c .. :' sat~ v"'_sQ In 
Gc-reya nlJ.Z".aL·Je "'35 ~· C<~."t.:.: =_ .~.: e::.; :. ~ y.~:' ;,l :::.'.:X 3<! ~~r " T;:~:er :~ y~ s.l.''; 'but w~e!! 
"t' (,e .'C.ut'se ·, ... .l.:'l..j. ea. .:J - "~ ~~y - n'!! At3i; _ :':'~::.""~:l i"as ,..U'.:;;'·Jl~ -::'0 :.Lc,,:,,~ ~ s e ."l.er SU(,.I7o 

A s~l:· .. e!ltion _ wh.1.c .r_ ~::uJ.d. ~CI~;;'-:''':' ~). a\:;, .. .:.t· .00 ~ yoar ~ "!'la ';; refused oy the 
Dep"",rtc:en: ·;)f ::~;:;j:r.j, 'Tr.;!.r~t. ~a:.-:' - ..... ,.= D':.~ ... ·r·l.:" ~ I·;ur s:!.. ... I€ S~r"\T:.ce wo~d 'be s et 

~~t)~~~e~; o a .;:~:L~ ~<~~:j~~~;;~ ~ :~i.~;: ;~ ~~.~t~~f~~ ~h;·~:~~~~m~~~S~o~~!o ne 
mac 'the re >:;''I.i.l.l''ed ~':::n- l':"":ir.,;~. ,,:,. *'!':.e V') ~.:.1.."l.,,; o.r:; :1f'so~.:!.a"::i::r..., 

to -h~;i~~~~~n ~~1~;e; :-~~ ~;~:~ ~~~~e;e ;~:~ g~:;: :;:~~:~~;~~ y:r:e~~.: 
lccil.l 2'J.'T.!.C'rj,<;:i~:;; ~:iould de c...Ll =-r.. -:-iei r po,.,..,r to r_e1:F v"l~tar".1 nursir..g 
org,;;!lis .. tions ..... '16. .1 C ke~p 't'.hem ~_i."'~" L'"!. ~'ly event it. is a fu-'1.ction of the 
1':'0 ... 1 ... u'thori~y an~ J'l O~ c;: t:r~'! J~::,a=-t :::! e :r!"C t o gjve fl.IlOl.2~cial :is s i .9t{'.nce 'to 
these org-..n.is:o.t l.or:s ~ ne .. dr..L.~.i -: .. t:. i :-:. C; ~\mn ... "a Carl ow li.r.d ED . .:iare , the 
s.!bve:r.t;io~ '!;~. +-he lccal a ... .:.'t!_.:.:r:..'·i ~s 'to 'l; olU!'!t .... rJ nursing org ....... -us&l.tions have 
:een ~O!l.t~.!tJt: .:.l:; .:.n·::r ~.:.;.sel) ";'H'r -::_'! ye .. :: s~ :!(lw'!v e r , i.."'l. sp:::e 0-= t::..is, it Wil.S 
tot ahfi.j's ?oss::...o:e 'to pre 'J'e-:t v~lx:-_: .... ry ':'·!'$~l!S&l.: :!' ons :"rc·J:!. GOir.g vU't or'" 
existe::loe . 

!.ir o Fl-.rn.:l S"'lQ. -;:-:&.'t h.'l..s eX:F-erienoe ... it;"-. tilt!: } t! .. ::rl.st "!r ..... no. r.::e Depart!iier..t 
was sicil .... r to ~ba-:; of Uro hli.cke"J." Tile r.....r·aiD8 p:r·oble r.l W&l.S oeing gr&tdually 
solved Ii.3 more distric·t nurses lIer·e ,-ppoi.:::ted 0-.,;."; !le con.sidere d. that .. big 
problem i.n re l ... t.io!"~ "Lv !~Ot1" '\"I.'~ 1.:·.-.~e still exia't eo... lie co:v..side r ed tr...at it wc-uld. 
be wcrthwhile pay-i..."')E' 'H'l:lie .l ('-:al r ers .. ~:r. "t c· prov:l de melO..l.s f'or 2..;'l elderly p"rson 
liv-i-l"..g Gn t.a.is (Wm . Other i' i.:i~_-~~ a} S'.lcr~ 2S 1.t.:..r.d..!'y , 1I'culd uso be required~ 

Dro l)yar sri:! ~e ::crl~~ Gf • CD- se where O:le d.octor hoI.d t wo :nidwives but, 
b ecause r:at e r:n.J.-:.:- c ... se3 w~re ·::-e-...:.; dl.s c. ~iO.!'gec. fAo=: !'.:.~ ,sri't a.l at every e;;.rly 
stage 1the cld.wiye.s 3p~::Z+ . .. ~c·r!O:.ier.i.::'.l.~ ~ount. of trJe.l.r t lEe caring for these 
Dothers and. i.nfilL":S :a.f'ter 6..i.3crl ... rg~ . 'fhey 'il el"e ~ "to t h:t...s extent j imposed 
upon u 'they <7e:::-e 0.C~ pa :l.d :"'or '":!"_:'3 wc,r:':':< :ie t houg!l~ t·hi.'t 'this ...-ork S:10uJ.d. oe 
dcne by generf.l !l..'.::·ses ?i'::O w ,~ula.. u so l eok • ..f:'-t;er g eL'~~tr'J.c plii::ients o 

l:rso 3e.rri w..:.gg':!:='tec.. the '" :!"le ecolll.llenda tlon..; 1..'1. D:-, O: IF'':i' er ' s memoranuU!!l 
c ould be divided r-r·oad.ly i r::';c : ;70 oatet;cr:.a,s ; 

10 ':':-.5 u:'J.rsir.g 0." - ::'-:- .=i~k i11 'th~i..:' ~C'~~5; 

20 ::m:.e h~:"p f ..;,::" 'C n"" a.~~d _ 

She 't:tou.g:';t ";~e:!' u" :"cce: e.'~ "::;(,:,,:. :ies ?~ d.. l ocd people ~;:: c~re tor t!::.e egea.. 
in each dietric't· C! g:'c·:: st are r'~ -ld -01'::; ~d.e in .. ~oJ.viLg 't;"e V:'!"i01JS d..i.fi·icultie!:~ 
If -.:;he ideal pl 2.r'.l ",/,c.$ SQughT So": "'::J.e be.gi mti.:ag i t ::ught be BOIile time befo!"e 
':mytrang prac:.l. .::.~l wc..s e.:,1".i ~·Y5C.~ 

}.:r , O'Ha!:.rar,e..:l .se.id. -: ~ ... e.,,: P s:.lnnem of home :::.ursing only 'i'foulu. be :L'ladequate 
'lB hOoo? nel? 'VI'e.s als o r",.quir-ed.. W:'1er.. an sl,i::!.!':!.? p~ ! l..en": wC.s beine discharged 
i'r';:H:!. hospi'taJ...; -rr:e ::;. ;;:: .... : 2,.::.. E:.l.l":!.,,~i:ty 'feL'l',; 'thoroughly i..'rl.t o 'the que,stior. of where 
{-_oil should. b~ di.= chc..!-gsc. tc ~ I f t:.~ had no hOJ:is : or home conditions were 
u:c.se:tisf!!.ot ot"! .. ::le C,,~£"'.:y ::C':r- ::':',5i'lt 'C6 t;-.. 9 e~proprj'~:~e pJ...e.ce-~ To provide 

~~~~~ :;~;~ ~~:~;~~i~,~~ :~~~~~~:~E~~~~i:=~ c~r:::IT:~i::~d ~:ernity 
/patient. ,~ should 



patients should :aC't '~e aisct.erg:u yrJ.t r_:;~ 0;; f~rt d.c:.ys of C l '!.;.i .... 1 ... n:~u~rd; but. tt1S.t 
the l!:cthe r shc·u.1:i ?r::.p;rl.y ~e ~:;l::-·7f':;o::. ~ P"i!r-':':-c c'" t-;'l'v er ij··r9~ ;Tasks :":J. s. 
convale~ce:1t !:.ot:.~ o 

!:!r e F~e- s t.e:9c' t:Oat. L.::~p:.r.e.: =·:::l.i(; ~:" ·:ff"~ce;-= c.,:;- e...! ."!:''=!c. ;:.s. -: ~= .-_i"t'"".f 

pat ients .i.~ hC'spital :'or a~ l.O::lg a c, ..... .;!.'S r.::.e ...... eB!;·a.ry. 

t!r o O ~ F.a.."'1r ':>"...a . .n said -:~t t.n;;: -:..:.""-:- ~ : ;-: n:x~::"~ ~ e-=-""J. !: ,? rei c:.c- t: !""9versed 
t:!:e t r end. -:,o " Y~s e grser-:!:"" p::f .. ?~-r ... _ l. .~.,. :rc~ .lm t i--:·:~i.on9.l t';.r th8 ... H<:> a:lded " het 
~strict rw..·1~n.v e.s ~c-?iv.,j .:.,. ~'.n.=~ · "i f .n a:o..':.~: iC'~ : - la:7 :' -c~ "":" !:.E:3' Gt"!"e :::ld.e~ 

ill 5:-: :::2: .s~ c:. 2.5 -=- :;~ i::-. 

Dr .. W at s a J..c. t.:l&t ::7 - !iOc...S:r'· -:!'"~-:: f'Jgt::r-e -;te..:! 0 g 'w:..l'"le$. s pe r ": ~~ .:. :lor i;h<;: 
i'Us"t ~j ~ases a."!d :--n eiiitl~!! ;;::e :o ", >l;;.r~ e."! t"elpea. IT1 t. (!. o·~ .... \! '~c..s ~ s t'c=- '1':'ich 
t hey rscel.ved no "'e= .l!:\~r':;' -+; :' ~:l 

Lx ~ Fl.Y!'.r~ sal-d That ::..r sor::e :. ':L'01 ex .. c e.s ::.t -:-1<':.5 I~C-Ulld. t n a t, di.~1; riot mid;nYoS3 
were r e::eiving at o·.n £;200 a ysa:r L,r z.#. "t'7r.. i.:...::~ "-:'0 .0:1 ,-: ·~·.T';' or "fhr-S'-:. me.t·er::ut.y 
ca.seS Q He ed.·it>d ... ·}I .. E.:: Ol.<'lW \f~'3: 2.F; o':':-_"7;2.er.:r-:-. v:er e o,",.i.r..g c.."!.sc o:;-~ti!l":6 i rrhere po,ssi:'le 
because of this .. 

Pr'oi'"ess o r Dl '!l.l'l.e ,se..;.d t:"na-'; tn.:;- :..elii:'::1;"'f' C:. \:( .. 9 C,:r ........ :o"~ e.ppe::-..r2!l t;:· "t:e In 

a.greeme!"~-: t.r.at -:;~e de"\!el ~pc:en-: 0:( r. ~:..,~ 3 .:,si·':ta..n~)e rloule. he lp gre.etl..v i.'2. cari.ng: 
fer eld pecple _ I r. t.:'le Ilentti '.;) .:.. Fi"tel..s .; a r~~er vf c.. :.c:. pe '~F:E- t ·ecc.l:le i'it. 
for di5~h.a.rge bu-c, "beca~e- they l_ve .:rn theJ..r c·~ ana. have r.o1;,ooy ~o ce.re for 
theJ:l a t hoI:.-: . they ere re"ta.:i:,ec- :... ... ~~' s:;i-:aL Th6- p.r ,:.visiol: of so. d C'ci ')ili-=.l'Y 
servioe , ',Yhieh ·,yould. ena::'Je t!:e$e ;" -:c :;.:!..e ~,;- "t'E; .;e.:.~d for e.<: r ... v~e. -;;ould. be a. 
I!i8.jor oO:1tribu-:ion t:c t he trea"':L~ .. - ef ~er..ta.l i.ll.t'l'?ss.. He "tho.ught tha<;. i1: was 
not d.i.:·f'ic ult. "to ge .... ·;ol -.mt ary ...... rh <:; ..( Z ;·/r.!.c we·re .,,~J.i.r'g t o r ... e!.p ~ this field 
but trai:oed persC":;'s wers need..ec. t .;) e;-J.:l.c€'. a:-:!. i d..l..T~r~t "t c.e !:": :l.!l t-h03 vrCl':.t ~ 3e 
i."'1stanoec. t he case of' e. vol'..lr~"tary '; (;.2 ;:d.~1. ~ e ~mich was e.!'- ~eblial".ai in Ihbli. .. ·l in 
1937 and wr.:iC!j employe a. f"Q.J.r :-r·a~e'.i r>.u..t' ,;;e 5 "1: (; k"''::p T:~e ,;.rgs..-":'ser.s in close 
tOllcr_ rit !:l. t!le r .;;(;:.ure!!l.ent:; ."l1~ "t f ... '3 .l!' ,,-t:".("·K< 

He said "that , with ". ~e e.'3:~;aL.i5bLe1lt of ;:-;;.:-pa"tie::o"t ~linio~ ~ the 
ir::proveJ:!.ent ix· the met hoi s cf' d:l.a€,,--=:sis: t.hs n-"'lm"ber of pa:t. J.~::J.t.s being admitted 
t o mental '::cspJ.:"tab was cor~t s.:-t:y i~(;re3.si.r..g o I!.odern lDet~cds ef' t reatment 
ena'.;le me.IJy of' these pa~i e!" ... ts t v :,~ :i:u ct>...erg ed afi:er a. r elauvely shcrt period 
in hospital and when the t.:Lme f er oiiacharge C·OlI\e~ t;-...e roeed for home help arises . 
Sufficient; nurses are r,.:l't -=.vaJ.:.i.e:t< l e --;:0 p=-;:-v i ds t.he nec·e9sary hone nursing and 
home a.95i ,'!: -:e.nc~ i s not properly (T'€ani6ed.. Th € 1b.n.i.9t6r f=-v ·:r~d the 
develop.t!ent of t hese nOi:.e seN":.c es eX".d. h'- n:::~e5 so!' D,.:.r:~e ~U6Ges"';.e.i "that Dr3 
D' DiYyer !s proposals s !";o·.:J.d be S :.l.: ::.:.:l- t 3;l -;::: 1.1.e Ui:..is:e!" ;""' 01;' r.l.= consi,ieration .. 

The: Cha~ said. ne !J8.Q c ..:'!"'...sidered a Ill(.-'::'~ deta::1.e-i pxe.ci.ne.t.J.on of' this 
question ~~5~ry ~'.l-:: 'tri s l'fa 5 re..."'1.de.~5. du'·i'i cu.:..-; 60S th>:r~ wode. be only 
one !:lore c e etL"lg o=- the pre~eLt :;o~'1cil<> He th{;us:r~T. ~ -!!ler~f'ore~ "that t he 
Council '~culd oe.k"e e 8i:r.pl~ r S'c .:-!:.::=~c..atio..T]. .... 0 th~ L~ini~t<;l:' Tr£t fie give 
coruideration to the proc.!sIJ a n.Co. -r..!it a re:.O)mo.c:c..deti on i: !lo·..:.2d al30 "b e .i:lads -:0 
the nelf CouncJ.l e-..g.ge;tir...g ~~at -: ~ .. s:i :w::vestigate tr.:i.~ !:Je.t"ter f .lrthe;', he.vi.Dg 
regard tc "tn8 ?cir/:~ cade c>y t::-~: vac .. ;):.! ;; meo:'er3 C.J;:F_~ - !:-':! ;,>:'s::en+..: discu.':siou .. 
Ee e.dded that he Q • .i.'i no~ ,:.. onsi'i.;;= "(':.v~t 701::.n+;~:y ::-_slp fvr i.-ca aged "as .'5oe.ro~ 

in Dublin City.. Su~b. c-r ear....j '3-=."t :!,,;:u:, a s tbe Sod~ty ::;t. St .. V;u;.oent c..e Pe;.u1 , 
the Red Cro3s . "tl>..e L3.!.4~L et' !.:;. r:' E....."li -:-!";...-" Li.tt:13 S.:..s~ ar.3 -f "t; i:. .". A.3SU!r:Y:'C:l : 
C&c.e.e!!. St reet ~ rendered e gr~5.: ~ -:rvi.Je t o c:d. pe('pleo n~ explcined "that these 
orga.!'..l.saticm: cock~d. l::eals e..r,rl. S0=l" :'"l" 1.tl~ S 1J1:."ovid.':\d. c~"I!!lPE>:"~t for old people iTho 
had nobed.y to taU;; ';' w·. He '; ?:'!0·.;.g!"'.-:: -:::a" ~ 3)..""';~csioi:. ert -: r~e S, -5t':;lO of :10::le 
Assista.."1.ce ;.)ocli '::;-'P. appb.ed. :.:" J-~bl i.:'l CiTY with §:t'e-;l.t; e!'fe '::t ~ He knew of a 
case v,he!.'e a. vcl u.."'l'terj' c-r.ge.r.l.s G.:~': :-1 paid .2l Go If.:.ek t ,"I e. led.:.,·· .,·he Has :.iving na.TI 
doer to. et:: aged. e..'1c. l one ma" f,:-: -r-l: ?r".JV1. s::' OI:, d' !d~ w.et:.J.s e..r.i :or ;ei'e5".E.rO..ll..g 
[lil:: "from t~e d.e.v..ger ef' f' ail..J.r.g i.~.:.t ·:J t he fh'e- ¥ He 'thcU-i;ht tr...et lot weB i.7l. cases , 
.suoh as "':; his t hat t~-:> l oca.::.. a'1 "".;~.:::-::.'t :'e3 ~ !:'O'-llj st ~::: ll! ;T:..iQ c c-c e A5S:lst~.nce 
gr!L..."1.tso T::e.re was grosa't 3C(.pe =:_:; 0 fe!' s:..;.;;h .;!('het:ts.5 ir. t ne p=ovi.t:.oea 6.~ 
accidents to 011 people a "s .:.1: -.:,~ i 'reque:':lt " He wee- g1:'8.t.,fw. -re Dr .. O;Dwyer 
z"or b ri...'l5i.ng t r..is tlS.tt"r l':p ;:::r ii.2' -:.· ....... ~5i.)1: 1:.y -:.r.-? CQ1W.c l.l ;.;::1. t·ncl.:6h -c i~ iTal; "'­
g r ee.t pi~7 t!"!et +h6 p:r ~~'?l~-!;. C~ _"J..: il -.':".ll;i r..: .... g :l 1...;."':. :0 ~il.e mat t· er ,--ors :f"ully .. 



He would heve l iked t o see tne Counc::"l setting up 5. s ub- cocrrct:ttee of experts 
to investigate this proble~ . 

llrs . :Barry said that it l!light oe ?referable to withhold froi:l t he 
ULuster at this stage any steter:J.er.t -;7:b.ich would necessarily be inco!:lplet e 
al'J"c.. have the whole matter c ons i c..ere:i in detail by the next Council . The 
r:u:.t"ter could then be f ully worked. c ..... t before it was put before t he 14i.nister 
fer his considerat i on . 

Dr. O'Diryer said t hat he ;ra s c."ifare that tds memorandum did not cover 
all the gr ound inVolved. in "thi.s question ~ It seemed from what ned been said. 
that a lot of work was going on in di.:..&':f'er ent plaoes but that there was little 
COl!ll!lon knowledge of what ;ras being done . Re suggested that the Department 
eight consid.er bringing together t ne various inter ested groups who could t hen 
consider the problems involved. Such an :iJ:apetus f r om the t op would. be of 
c onsiderable value i..., the organisat ion end dev elopment of the do::.i.ciliary 
services. 

IT. Fl:ynn said it would be a great help t o the next Council i.."'l considering 
the problem if informat i on could be obtained f r om local authori ties on the 
numbers of nurses and mid.lfives 1'I"ork.ing i..."'l their areas .ami oh the allocation of 
these among the dispensary districts. 

Dr. MacSearraigh said that t he position in Laois was that ther;! were 
12 dispensary district~ which were cover ed by 4 l ocal authority nurses and 4 
jubilee nurses and that there were 6 otiler districts which were not covered. 
at ell. Some nurses had to cover two districts and were a ccord.i.:ngly verJ 
busy. The £100 limit on the mileage allowance payable handicapped the nurses 
i...'1 their work. He thOUg.!lt that a n .adequate domiciliary service reouL-.oed one 
nurse to each Dispensary District. This nurse could provide a useful 
service "for the aged a."'ld for :r:.ental and maternity patients after their 
d.isch~ge :'ra!!! hospital. The nurse oould also help with polio clinics 
and school inspections and also be of assistanoe to dental offioers . On the 
question of voluntary nursi..'l6 organi.sati ons , he said that t hese r eceived 
considerabl e assistanoe from Leois County Council and, in fact, the Jubilee 
Nurses were almost totally dependar~t on the local. authority in his area . 
fi.e added t hat all reouests by thes e organisations have been granted by the 
County Manage r . -

Dr . Dyer said that the position gener a.lly was knO'iTll to the Department 
but thet little progress , .. as being made . 

Dr. Qu..inl.an s aid that t he Council appeared to be unanimous that home 
mu-sing and hooe help services were required. He was aware that t here were 
persons in hospital ...,.ho need not be the r e and who could be sent ho:ne ii' home 
help was available . What they now required was to work out a practical scheme 
nn:..ch could be sent to the Departr:.ent a£ Health and Tr-.ich could be put into 
operation in Cl. reasonable time. 

Dr .. Dyar stated that in England a system is developir.:g under which nurses 
are "assigned to doctorl5 ' practices. Nurses naturally prefer this system as 
the areas which they have to cover a re smaller and the peopl e they serve and 
their problems a re, therefore, better known to them. He thought, beoause of 
this, that the proportion, i"hich he had recom..r::.ended, "of one nurse to each 
Dispensary District was the minimum which should be accepted and that , ideally, 
there should be one nurse to each doctor' s pr actice . 

Mr. Macken 6a id that there ',facid be c el""tain obsUi.cles to gett ing the 
idea ~iary ;o:ursi..'1g generally accept ed . He hao. f ound thet personal 
problems such es the clesh of personalities often created dif'f iculties . Some 
doctors !:light pre£er not to have t he assistance of e nurse in ce ring f'or their 
patients 0 He sU6gested t;w.t th; Council, in bringi.r..g the matter tc the M.i..!'.ister t 5 

notice, tlight emphasise i t s i.opcrtance and ask their successors to keep it 
under rerien 0 The speed of development of' domiciliary nursUlg nould, to a large 
extent, depend on the individulCL doctors and nurses concerned e..'1d. i t Tlas 

/oo:x.d to t ake 



bound to take s oce time before the idea. was gener ally aooepted to the 
satisraotion of a1.l . These problems and d.i.f'£iculties should be appreciated 
{'.no). it should be aocepted t hat, progress " ould be slow and that perseverance 
over e number of years would be necessary . 

Mr. O' Hanrahan thought it would be premature for the Council to .uak:e a 
defi..flite reoommendation on this problem after dis oussing it "for suoh a short 
ti.me. 

The Chain:an agreed nth this tiew and s aid th.e.t the most that oould be 
done at present "as t he submission or Dr. O' Dwyerts memorandum to the 
ltini3ter accompamea. by a statement that a full r eport and recommendation 
",ould be me.de by the next Counc i L 

Annual Report 

It was agreed 1;;hat the Secretery should prepare a draft Annue.l Report 
for oi.rculs.tior~ to 1;;n e oewbers b e.fore the next meeting. 

other Business 

There was no other business . 

Date of Next Meeting 

It was decided that tne next oeeting should be held on Wednesday, 25th 

l!erch. // 

The me eting terminated at 4 .40 p.m. ') ~;/ 

~':f 



NAXIONAL 1"iE.ALT"'"rl COUNCIL 

Minu";es of Mee ting held. Ol!. 25t lo Ma...~b., ~ .s:&± .i.c ~h$ ':o:r..;"sre"~ 
Room; ArM Mh.i.o Dhil!lrmada. Store St!.:~~ 

The members pre!'.~..nt 'I:Iet:'e : ... 

E ~S . 0 Era.o~ . Uas ~ ~ Cha.:: .. :":·:::;).!m. 
Dr . F .. C~ Ward , Vice Cr..a.J..!".::l.all 
Pr .. D.N ~ CO!!..'"l.ol1y i 

Mo Costeilo, 35'1"' , )f.~ p .S .. !. .. 
Professor J;F e Cunz:i,.~ha!J. 

Dr" P ~ B . CUf3ack ~ 

Mis$ A.'L Donerty:, !U~' ''~~ _' B..l/."" 
J o Doharty ~ 3sq ~ t R. }.! ,N <; 
Sir Anthony C" E$I!lOnde ~ S't ~ T,,:D., 
J.P. F1ynn~ 3sq . , 
!£re .. Lucy Hunt; . 
Aldeman M .. J ., J,k~~ass . 

Dro E" MacSea..-raJ.gh , 
Dro lTo b!aguire , 
Ma !;!oyr..ihan ~ Esg, .. J 

Miss Mo Murp~,1 R ... G ~N., S ~Ce !r. ~ , 
E.F . O'Donoghue l E~q.() ~ r..D ~ S ~,. 
Dr .. W.F . ClDwye:-, 
J o O'Hanrahan. Esq ,,~ F · iLC ~ S ~ L~ 
L.P " Pelly, Esq :.~ !c ~ P o S~I. ~ Dip" O?t ", 
Senator T~ Ruane t 

Dr o J .P. ShanJ..eYJ 
P.J. Teehan" Esq ,, ~ 

Apologie .s f or "the ir' inab.ill~y t o ""t t o;r.i were !'6Ce .... ';""2.i £"Z"O::::t zs .. Ba.rry; 
Dr" Dyar and !.ire G"Ao OVSWl.ivan . 

The Cha.i.rma....T'J. said t hat thE' f,,)~low"!..~ ntlsz:.dmer.:.t ~c -;::.'3 5 inUtS3 1 as 
circulated.~ had. been s ugges'ted : ... 

In the ~t l.ina but. o:c.e on page 3" .s uh.stit'tr~o;'! 
ftdesirable" for n~i.cult" g 

The mi.nutea ~ as em.ende·i : tTere approved. and s j.g.'ls d .. 

Sir Anthoo/ Es:c:.onde ,Sun t r.at he wi5hed 1;0 Qor~:~t t !le statement i'fhi ch 
he made at the last oea t i ,ng and wh.ioh is :"ec o::-ded cr. !Jege 4 ef the m1n'.lte .s 
concerning t he !lcn-appoiJltmsnt cl' a district !lur,s,e in C.:.c ~ey o 3", h.e.d since 
discovered that eo di.ostr.:l.ot ;Q:,;,r.s e r..e.d "'w f ar;;! bee::. o.p;.o~reti t .: G-c.!"E!J' about e. 
year ago .. 

Correapcndeuce. 

There Wf'.S no corres~!\dence ., 

The Che.irn::.s..ll :;:a:id ~ 1..'1 r~ply to a quexj: T.n 8.'I; he '!f :'5 a£i'l 4.i\e-:i. t h$.1; t he 
recomm..eJIoitiQn wni.ch t ne Coo!:~.iJ. h ad. med..e t~ ·t;:;.e !liiI:.-:'1·'!';;\"(' on '(he ques'tioll of 
ophthalm.i c ;e t'Yi ~o?c5 waa lll':o.er aO'!ive ~C!:.5id'3!":iti 011 ;,:!.. tne ~p~"'tmente 

The Ch~ e-X'p~d that tbe drz:'t ~U2.! ;"e-::.::i't ~ l:"h i !:on ~ been 
circulate d. ~.,) e.ll. lee~g:n; ) f c_l:lo''''a, 'f;f~e ~,~~ .:) f (i..t : ~~ ~; i:.. Z.Sy?a !£: t h $ 
Council hao. ar:;y ::-Qt:::ments 't~ m..t.ke en 'it .. 



!t. ... ., F::'{Il:l .suegS51:s6. th~."'; t he quest i ons of' domicil.ia.Iy nursillg service 
and home hel p :H rri..:a ;; b,:l'th of ,.,h!cll were i.'").cluded in Paragraph 9 of the 
dra'('t Rep;):I" ~ m.ig:t.t: ml)i:"'l ~'cl.<l; E!,r,:, y be dealt vlth in separate pa::-agraphs. 

TL.:i.!! '4''3.$ ag:M'7ri " 

M:". E:.yn.i.'!'tar! ,'·lgg.;;s'tsd t r.a- the R'3<port e.hO"..lld record. the Counoil f s 
appre:.i.a:-:iOD ci t ne <;' Srv:l~e5 r", ':.tl~ :""d. by 'the Secretary end r4.s e.ssis'tE'.Il.ta . 
Th.!s alE .:- 'C".::.~ agr...,CJ-oi . 

Cl'il -:..nE' tlO~ ~o:. t: uf' Mr ~ ~~C'YIl.!..."l.au, s90"nde.d '!;:y Mr. Flr...x:.,the .Itr..nual Report, 
a.$ a,.."Ilend.ed "l;"e,$ a':'~p? f'i . 

I.1l'o Co.~~eJ.:;"f} ~;',!.::1 t,ba t f or p~rsonal r e a,SO!la!f he had aalred not t o be 
:re-appo:L'1tF.id.-rc-th~. nB'O":' CctOc :.' Tt.ers ws,s a matter of .sOmB importaIl:ce 
llhioh he wis:'ed to t> :d .r-,g to ~he C"u:\c:il l s attention md", .as thi-s .. a·s his 
la,.,t ~e-:: l.!!8 ~ ~t 'l'fe.B ':7C ~ ; .H .... '··y "':r.~.;;. ~s should "do so no". He exp.l.a:ined that 
there 'lfas ~ r '3~; =:~ . 5:' s· ':;~Z'"""c. ~~ thi~ coun't;Z"',f ~ch was 1rJ.porting anti­
biot i cs a.::L! ~ ~ ll!.ng 1::-!e~ "r~~"'-€' z..- ~~;:," a.ttra.c.tive 'prices~ lie ~d. learned 
r.:-...m ~.J.';.' l!.n 8.;,.~,:,·l.; t hat '":"b ; a.l.lt~o~....sed capital vf t hio firm was £100 , that 
t"Q typi s"t <:! ~lilpl;:;."'e a. l>y th~ :"irl:!. held a .share e.a.oh and tnat t.l:.e :;:oem.aining 
·~ha.re.s 'V"e:re he l':l 'oy t wo -cen 'l"t:.": had a 3ms.1~ ~iFe :.n I,.?ndon~ This firm 
was. illlportir..g in~<:' I!"·e.lar<.d 6uc·h lJ.ff?' savl..."l8 dr'..1gS as tetracyclir~ and 
predJ:d5 Ci~e i.n Cont inental oo~tui.ner~ st amped "Made in England" .o He was 
certai..'"l t he:r. the pr.c -:'ucts of' t l:.u !'i::"!n wer e not tlaQ..~ by !"eputabl~ i'ir'-s in 
~len,-~ nE dia. nOT -:<e :':i.a7S' 't.:a:t \·his wet.;' e. r -e.pute.'t'le !"irlil and he was worried 
abt'l~ t h '" s-ase 'F.".t h ;o,r-,.!<h t.h.;>y : .J·.wi sell their products in t his oOULtry . 
I~ foe ~:El9-i t h3.t !'t we.s :p-';sl!i'!:.:e "'0 ;'('rtO 9. c.o:npany e.."1.d. "ell as antibiotics 
3ub~tenc;:s vmiol± ~~t, :..cl :"8;:>t. ;:: e ql.:.ite useless" Re c-J.tl$idE'zoad it urgent 
t.o e~ur~ th'3.~;Ijt!l?9~· -":"l.a.n -t :-:.e welJ J:m.:,lfll end rsput able c~es are contNlled 
to ena'!J.Te ";>=''3.1;; t~e i:r prc.iuo-,!:> - np to " tandard c. ne und9!'at o·:.i that the 
Depa.-tllOsnt occ'3.."3i::ma~~v t-oc~ s£J:l.pl as :f.t'Qm drugs plaoed on the rr.a.,r1.!:et but 
that tLe f"ir.m. ;In qu'??t.i cn !'-..ad imported millions of drugs the ef"f' icacy of 
whioh weB doubtful ., He said hE> would like to hear the opinio,Q. of the 
medioal met: ch t h e C'J'J.!lc::J. on ~.'ti5 l:w."tter .. 

Dro CU2a ... k sai<i t he,,; -::h:...s. n:.s.t "':.er c,a·.lBsd much worry to the Ir-'.....sh k~dice.l 
~soo~r the .;e a.r~ a.r d =- Jci;;::': CoJ:ltlittee of the Associ...'!.t i.O!1 zed. 
the Ds:? ~:'rln+' h.~d b '3€!l s -:": u:; t.:: g-:> ~to the q-.:es t .ion of t !lc s~"'!.;?ly of' 
dr.lgs :> :le C..,y; -:hs'":" -:: !'!.<:' :'6 'I'!".e.3 -.;.:-.le:-. a.:.ssa'";:'s:f'a.~tion 'JI"ith the ,rociur;t.3 of 
the :'irrr. r~t"~~·i t ".. H~ ~~~lf l:::a.~ experienoeti the lJlei'ficacy of: SOl:le 
0:." 'the:"r ir'-tc ~ h.e.Q. !:~ a..":"d :a"J..TF " O~:?la.i.v:t5 f r ':lm other ,s, e.nd "o'~d rwt 
allow tt-..is i'irm~ " Pt"~\dur.:d::. o "i."';t. ? !..is hospital. He added tfl..e.t the i""irm 
was sel ling at £1. qUEnti t'i.e c! of tetraoyoliJ:l.e whioh could not be manufactured 
for less +;ha~ ~o He. t:'::!.e>ue:"'".;' ,,:he.t. the ei tllat;l.o.."l was appe.lll:ng and that the 
~!iD.ister· shc~d. 'be ir: ....... oI"l!ie d 'that "':he Caun.::il "as deepJy concerned by its 
ex:' s'": ~n(; e 

S"i=" }~!, 1' :-c,::,~· E.= ::(1,:<".:t ? ~_ .;.~-:':--=;d ... ::'e"";her i t <fs.~ j).?5sible --;hat t:ts f i rm 
was ~::'=.€; . .-::.~S! "'y ,s :-e-" ::. ~t €'= -:z.:r _~ ~"""~:r .i.::. an. .&:ffort ~ o fO:-06 othe::" :firms 
ot:.t t:!' -:'1'" -:.e-k'?~ o.;-a. :;: ':' e! -~!'; _~ ."": e. !!l.,.,::.opo :.y~ 

Dz- "" Q2~ "#..":- .... ~!!":: '::"::'e ·-· ~ "'. .... ,"L..""'!!l wes m~rely tr;y:ing to me.ke e cr:.U.ck 
prcfit~ R::-. add..-sq, 't"!"A~i .!.t ..,.'!~ .=. )ug!:t. that :moh o-r ~lls firm i $ dr~s 
t.-ere c~~a1-;:?i f r "m h:'':'~d, ": :-~~ :rr:~ :'urt.air.~ Re did not know t o ~t e:ctent 
t;-x e :.-.:l;.r t:_~ drl.:€~ rh·~':. 5U::·- '= ... ·i;...~ie;:'? c 
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!.:r ~'cy::l :..::er_ .:-.cught tha";, ,?:-:ile t~e price aspeot was ~pcrte:'it ~ the real 
problem was - n e s:ar:de....'"'Cl oi' t:!e ;;.,r..J.g~, Ee thought that there s!:ould be fixed 
s'!.9.!l(hrd:? fer Qtc!gs ar.d ::lea...'t8 ef '?r..s::.rir..g that the drugs cn otTer !"eachei these 

~~~f~i'jjli:g;f::f~~~~?~rj1;~4.~~~~::r· 
:'ure&-:l o~ .5't~c.e. ... is W<!.5 e,l)<::,:'..utelv ~s ,;;e ::;:t:ial, . The fir:w. to which he hed referred 
~o'.J~':' ~o~t p .... cbac: :.r. F :,.iU":F e. :::(:rl .u:"' :"~ate fer a £le.n.d-picked. batch of ? ::'"oc.;;.cts 
but he dcu-~ - ed -: l:e ~ :- ab:':'.::;;:!, ~o d.:. ~o f' c!: 0.11 their products.. SO.l!:e of these 
prc G. .lct s ~re Qr. f.;c.O: : '):t.bi~.~d Purc:"a3iLg: List and have act'Jelly been supph.ed. to 
di~p p."';.sa.,:,::'~~ e:no ::::~ ~p : "ta!.~~ T:~"" Ph,!y'mao;et.""tioa.1 So~iety , anc.. i.."'ldeed all cO!l.cerneo., 
are -:ery w;:.rr:"sj, eb-:>u""'; t b,lO;: sit~ti .:));-:. and he had accordingly been asked to 
'bring th~~ ma.tt",,:- "':'J -he. atter.."';:'~::l :::'f' -:;he Council. 

Pr" C·.,i.s:lck Z€ :l!.:..e,i ~het ,,:he Depu-t:w.~nt did know as 60;::a of this :f"L~ J E 

pr.o-1u~r. the Co!!:.b!.n.eo. ?u:-o!'_~sing List $ He added ·that he !rl.mael:t liculd 
net pur.:;he.lI= e.."'1.';" c:" t h<?"ir prcdl;.ct~ althY.l6h they "ere cheeper t r.e.n th'l ;:tore 
!"elia'l: ls d.."'t'.gs~ T".:-,e Coun;;y ~agaJ" had agreed with him i.l1 this . He .::onsi:'ered 
tha.t -:.r. i.s "if&6 pcsd"t:ly ~he :lOst :"wportant matter which had come 'before the 
Cou.."1c.i l Sl..r.ce :!1:' " ~:9PC i!!tO'::'L-4- :"a-:t Augus"t . Re said. tha't abC!lt ;:~o years ago the 
IriiS~! ~!edi lJe.l A~ .:: ocie:tion s 01.!ght t he establishment of a Bureeu of Stands.:-ds 
and ~be ,A2.soc:'e.;: ic..r!. ar.a.. t~e DepSJ"'t;:;8::l~ were at present 'ilorking on "tr.i.s probls m. 
In "Tie .... c,f this " he fe.lt. "that ~he :;"'-L'!cil 3hou.ld. c.ake a stro!lg rac om::::;endat :"or~ 

to <:~e Jep:>'1:"':ment a~:>'..l:: the prese=:.- sit1!a:tion o 

S1::- A.r:t::>;:,y ~s;::O!"~de asked. ~ :!,- ~G. E: L.o-+; possible, even rithou-:: e B'Co.~e\! 
of SteL.iaJ:'::ls .. f~r the S"t at~ to e '::'lt~!"Vene in the ease of si.lSpicious drugs and 
to :"s,,,e ":hew a:r,e.: yso;"i~ 

~ ~ Q'Ea.r..ra.hI'o .... ~aid tr.et -;be;:--: "eE G. aystem whe!'eby supplies of c..:-ugs e =-e 
ch~ckec.. ry ar.aJ.y sis e Ee expl ai."leo. t b.a~ acout ten years e.,go there was a 
check:i.r..g sy.s-t: ei!l un.:ie r 1inic.h :fospital Medical Officers and Dispel'l.se.ry ~octo!"s 
s.ent ~o; tile Depa...-tment. f-;)'!' ana.1ys::'s .samples of the drugs su.pplied to t he::l. . This 
sYEte:.. ': , sc~=e :: ;,u:;::.e:so::.e es d.ce-:o-~ ·..:.s~ly chose pills er.d. t::e De?art!:.e=.'t 
b9Ca!!.e inUJl1~":~d Y":'''Ch s~ple~ of :he;;.~ Tb.:.s l ed to the present ssat e::. '..U1l!er 
"l-.i:::l': the !:s;: e.:"'t~!1-: i t!.9l!" pi.e}:.:: ":he samples ror test:Ln.g .. 

lie ~o"', 5:"d~~1 'Che"'.: ~r..9 le.rge nur::"ce!" Cif firms supplyi.!'l.e; drugs :ill "ti'..is 
C0U,..'"\try. "iT. :..tseJ.i' ,. conat:i"tuter.. a prcblem as the cost of advert i ei.."':lg and 
d.i~i:ributi"g "free ~e.::l'plB.s i;].r.r~ese::i th"" oost t o the consucer _ 

He ~o~.! i..ilO re::l "';h'lt lab{lr.8.~·"r:i t esting of d!"U6" was necessary aB it was 
impoasibla t:; ~ ::.3t -:he effic.ac.:; :;;:" Q.'.;g;s by ::!lot ir..g pat':"ent s ' ree c"t:"on., to them 

~~C:Jua;;r ?~~:"~~~:'1;~':~j;::~!~~~O~~~~~c!~e e:~:h:-1~~;re H:h!~~~! !hat 
zy.:'";ec cf' !:;!9<l.:- "': c ~:::a;:.;:.."";:~ th", ;-d'.lct .s of the aupply!.ng fi..""'!:l2 , t~ i~::: '..:e 
ce!'"t;l!';;.<)e":~: o:.:",~=:..-:..:; ths t--"';;3 :ps.sse.i and to checlc periodically on -:be drugs 
al.::""3e.1.:v ~er:.l:"::..:·i~ 7..":2' Dfore::.-c:..E";4t .me. 't:!::te :!!edioal profe,ssion ghculd ';'!",,::-k 
:;ogs"tnsr :i.."1. t h':"s ms:';.t s!" ",: ,,) d.~ :;1.:'-1 : :.11 ?€...-t"icular , what firms s!:!ould ~e ,~u""~,J!"i.sed 

to ~e:L d;oc.g s . -

Hmtik· ~d h; ~d pot;~j.r 1~ .;a,s·/ heee.ss~'- t_ iL~t-·tt 
1 tl- lJ&e~e-'t.b ~rt:Jm:t:ibiotle :in the"" -s.~ Y?Y'~ acc~'Il~S~ e 
o~ ·,.';,icr:. :5 c .: n-::. r ..: ::'lea 'c: .. the !I:'hl!Z"a~~1.:ti= Subs h..n:::es Act'! . Le 
sue!: So ".~::l.Sure =f c :;ntrol by lice:lce -"e3 e:; s e:l'~:'a::.. 
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~ re.aa.rked that the f irm originally mentioned by Ilr. Co.stello 

had very little to lose it' legal proceedings were taken against i t becaue8 of 
its aaall ehare oapital . 

Dr. cueaok oonsidered that what Kr. O'Hanrahan had said relating to the 
gener~ ~ the control of drugs, was TSry important but what Kr. 
Costello had brought partioularly to the notioe of the Cotmcil was the activity 
of this smaJ.l firm of importers .. nioh .8.8 a I18.tter callillg for urgent action. 

Dr. Shanley re.arked that hundreds of ne. and very vunable cL..-ugs were 
coming on the market every year and that it doctors had to await the examination 
and investigation of these produots before u.sill& them many patients mi.gb.t 
die. He pointed out that 1£ drug" do not conform to B.P. standards, then 
legal action can be taken ag~t the suppliers. 

Sir AnthOllY Esmonde .said that: as there wa.a no bureau of standards for 
this country, the B.P • .at:an.da.rds were-generally accepted. To change from 
these standarda could be eDharras s:ln& to the supplying t'~. 

Mr. O'Hanrahan remarked that the Wor1.d Health Organisation bad a bureau 
~ sta.ndards tor drugs and that i t issued international certifice.tes. 

Dr. YaoSearraigh said that i t 11'88 always possible to send dnlgs to England 
tor checking and an.al.ysis and thus to establish the exiata.nce et deteot" . 

The Chairman said that, before doing this t it would be neoessary to 
convince the Iriah authorities t hat there waa something wrong in the existing 
system and it was tor this reason that he had suggested that the "hole matter 
be referred to the Department for consideration in conjunction with the other 
app~pr1ate bodies. 

I£r. O'Hanrah.s.n said that particular products of the supplying firms 
coul.d be ex.ard.ned by 8ending samples to the Department. 

Dr. Cusack. remarked that reputab1.e firms oarry out samp1.ing at the rate 
of on~d in some oa5e5 thia ratio may be as l.ow as one in four . 
In aany oues, however, particularly in some Continental. cOUlltries, the sa.spling 
rate may be less than one in one hundred. 

It wu finally agreed that t he question as set out in dete.iJ. in the 
~utes should be ret'erred t o the !)apartment with a recOlUl8%ld&tion that it k: 
considered in consultation. with the aedical and pha~ceutica.l professions. 
'!'he ChaU'u.n said that it was rather UIli'ortunate that, a8 it wu the last aeeting 
et the Council, it waa not possible to 80 into the question in greater detUl.. 
The utter wat, bowever, one which lli&ht be re-exaained by the next Council. 

The ChairIIan said that, as this was their la&t Jleetin&, he wiahed to 
thank the members for their eo-operation whioh ude his role aa Chairun very 
euy. He hoped that many of them would meet asain aa .ambers of the ne .. 
Couneil. 

Mr. Costello said that he bad. been ei&ht years on the Council and he 
bad been impressed during that time by the unselfish way in which the 
professional and adainiatrative representatives had combined to make their 
services avail.able. He paid tribute to Mr. OtBraoin's special qualities as 
Cha1raan of tbe Council and he expressed b:1s appreeiation of the eff.icient 
serrloe rendered by Mr. Henaey and lIr. G'Rourke in oarrying out ifhe duties 
et Seoretary. . 

The .. eting ended at .. 015 P om 0 
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3. ~ l .... 6 3:,::o ':' n 7:as re-elec-;ed as Chairr:;a.:.'"l are:!. Dr. Y;ard r::as re-

elec ted. Yice- Cb.::..:':,,::.s.n . 

4a At p~Gsent ~~iropody serv ices a~e ozde available in ce~t~in ccnlt~ 

au:'hoZ":.";.y inst it'!.:.tlons, parti cularl y Cou..~ty Homes and i,:e:'lts. l ?'osp i t::..ls .. 

5. ~£ec'"::le::,s of" t he Cou.-.cl1 f'c l t that a chiropody servic~ :;':'3 

There i s a dif~ic~ty in 

relation to t he q:i1alifications of' p~rsons practisl!1g as ci1i:'opCt:..:.sts. 

There is no rcgistratloZl o'!' chirG;')odiets in t 1;is cOi..!!l try no::, is t he ::-e 

ar~ i r~ ti tution ?!'ov i ding r ecociTIised trair~ng racilities. ?te 

cx) ansic::l ot' t :-,e existing c hi;:"?pody service would reQ.uire &n !.ncr~2.se 

i r.. the ni..l:;:;er of tr'ained personr!el an5. the !:!ethod of provid.:n,;- SilC:: 

pe~so~~el ~ou ld require de~ai l e5 examinat io~. _~ter a full disci.lssion 

of the proble~, the co~~c il pas3ed a resoluti on ra~e~in& the ca~te~ 

to t~e Yin:st6r ,nth the reQ~es t tha t chiropody b e recognis~d as part 

of the health services. 

6. ':'he Cou!:cil c onslderec. the desira"o ili ty of e stab l ishi:c.g a c yto-

dia,g:lcsti c se:-.... ice in this country _ Sach n servi c e involves o'bt a inir..2 

cell s :fro~ p.:::.r ts of' th~,; oody and h;iving: then: e xa:::.:nea. to s e-e ;-:!';.e:he:o 

~~ey inc lude ~~ c ancer cells . 

v.i.ca'is in relat ion to cervic3.1 Ca:lC el: ~ the t e chni que , i s r..ot rest:-ictec 

solely to t his t~~e of cancer . 7ne service is c~ benefit ~i~ly 

beca~3C it hel~z to detect cancer at an earl y stage ~hen t~e&t~ent is 

~03t likely to be bene~l cial. 
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ti:a~ ex:·enzi on 0::' ";he se:---,.r:' ce '.7ct:.:'d 'be desirable and, if' ~o~ S ib l(;, t:-lat 

tr-.!'oUj hout th.e cOi.l.!ltry i':ould p resent ~ num:~e!" of prc/olc::.l':.. 3z?er-iEirlca 

::as s:.o':,":1 t!1ilt i!. is di:'?icu.l:. :,:} get h0&1~l-..y peoi>le to T!!'e.:;e:-.:' ~:-.e=-

selves :-01" rv::ti~e !:-=.:.ical c:.1e c:;": s a!'.c t:te f\ ... 11 ocnef'i t ',::;o:llc :-.ot '!Ja 

2.c~e~t Ol .... tr~c ::..::.t ts~ collld p :: o~ <:.b:y be resol\'"ed. It ',~'as, ::o:,scve:;:", 

cle:::.r t~?~t, ';:~ ile tests for Cc :>, .. i cal cz.nccp coul d. ::e do:-.c a::' e:e:l.E::::>a: 

not rez.c.ily be ;.;nde rtc.ke:l 'by '; .3-:-.e:'~l ~ract !. tic::.::rz . 'i."he Cc::.:.::.ci: 

situ .:.::::1 :pe::..c:'rating car.::i::lo:.:a 0:- the cervix E.~c. .;astric ca::.cer - t :-;,e 

::.;: .:s:' ~!li·~y of' a cyto- diagnos<:.ic se:ovice ror the c:i,.:'1rc popu: e::;ic;:j. 

s::culd be invest~ga~ed in ~ll its aspects . 

co~site:'~tion by t~e Co~~cil . 

a~~itted ~o hospitals ~n~ i~tit~tions more ro~ cocial than fo~ =ecic~l 

re sso~s ~~C ~h~t these pc~ple could be retai~ed and treated ~t ho=e :~ 

adequate dc;niciliary se::. ... ~i ce s :,;ere availz,:ble. 

=ay be r~ tainei in hospital l onge~ than is necessary due t o l nck c~ 

i'z.;:ilj.ties which. ";';culd en=."'.J :~ -· the::::! pr·opcrly to Dc carec. f"or n~ r~o::!e .. 

I~ ?:"as :fel t that case s SliC~ as t:--"es& ~::. ".-e rise to U:1.0ccno:::10 use o~ 

1: 0 5,;) i tal acc'J=odatlon a::.d contri~ilte to the relat1 vel:! hi g::' propor·tio:l 

o~ hos?i tal beds in Irela.'1d. 

/4 •.. . •.• .• 
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cn~ e~ nospitzl cculd be ke?~ ~t ho~o . So also c ould ~ nu=~cr of 

The p os:: ibili ty of hav ing t:'lis i'le ri: c.o;-.e cy 

Cc\:..;;.cil . 

12 . I'!"io:- t o t he i:!t!'oduct icn ef' t hese RC£U,.l=.t. lo tl.:3!> !'c~a':.)11.1 t.c'tl "4 

tN~.::t::.e :l t because t hey had co!".t :-&cted ini'cc-:'lo"-.lS C::sZ:G:.~es . T": :'. ~ 

F.egulatio~s ::a.:ie p!'ovi s iol1. :Oor the extension e t: t 111::; ce!'vice to pe!'s ,::1.:: 
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e:lded 31:::t p.:~rch ,i9 63 t z-ere repeated in t h~ :first part of t;,,:;::se 

t he:;; also cor ... .:. ~:.r..ed a ?::,ovi~i o !l to er~a';J le health s.ut:J.o!'"ities to :;ay 

1"01' t1:e est3.b l i:::'"!~,e:lt u-'?l':'e!" Sc ;::~ion 48 c'f the Health Act, -: ] .53 (::.s 

a::enied '!)y Section 24 (~4) of t:"le Real-l;h Autho::-1tie s ;'.ct, iS5J) , c~ 

__ _ _ -:''2.;:', 
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16. Thz COll.i.cil e.A"Pr·~ssetl theil"' thanks to t.he !~ inL;:ter' ~or the 

s..:::' s t::.r:ti a l i ncrease in ~ he re!lt allc·,,-ar:.ce .. 

a:::er_5..::;en.t o"? the Rei:,-:.lla.tions , th~t. the dif'::'e!'<=":l~i.al in the 6.l:.-:n: ... "lt 

17. Arising out ef thei~ c~n.5 i c.crationor t..~ese- ~eg"'l.ll;:;.tio::. s , t:i.e 

ilea lth sta ted ~h~t t he :'eleo;:a.."1t statutory condi ~ic!1s ot:.. pu: c.te:: 

t roaat:::.ent t o:, in.!'ectious 6.isease ar..d were the r e:':; pre,rented f':"O;'!l 

~king ~a~so~a~le and p!'o~e :, ?~~ ~5ion ~~r their O~ ~.a i nte~&~ce 

or the =ainte~nce of" ~~ci!' d~pe~dants; t hat ?3t i ents r ace:7cd in 

C ~!ldi ~:'on ref"erred to in a = :::::'-J,(:.h as they were co==.1 t t ed t o e.r:.c. 

?e:,e =~i~t~ined in the we ntal hos~1tal for the trc~tma~t o~ ~cnta l 

ill:ws3 ani :!cco:-dip..zly xc!"e :!"wt elig iole -ro!' allo~7a.."1::-es ti.~=...::r 

t:-.ese Regulations. ~ne Co~cil t~en decided not t o pursue t his 

ma tter- a s t here were other stat utory means of dealing ,,;it!".. t}"l..is 

/7 • . •.•.. . 
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r~as ce::o::e accustc::ed. 

Ait>rean , 1964 . 

Secretary, 



_"~J.""T:?:::: !~ 

:co:::'c-iJ._:-_~~ry ::-:-<~.:-->"'_ i::. c-:c "'-"ld. t..~e Care o-r "the A- >i 

f'2.c i ~i t ies Sot present exi sting in th.e eOll..'1tzoy :roI' the dc::.i c i l:: z:. ::--y 

nursi ng of" 3:l. ck peopl e and the care of' the aged in their :)'1;0. ?,':'-: :-~:'3' S Or" 

!:!.i:::.ny pe opl e are 2.cb.itte d to h ::.-z-;)i tQ.ls and insti tUtiD!1S i ;:. tt-~e fi :'3~ 

place, or r e tainad. therein ~or unduly prolonged r.eriods of ti i_, 3 aft er 

trea~~cnt or r ehsb ilitat:o~ &r~ completed, 3i~ply becaus e ~oc i litics 

are not ac.eqi.:ate :tor provi d.::' ::1.ci czre end trcatr.lcnt at 110:-:",-C. If' this 

could be eotabliche d t he social ap~ ~co~o~ic implicatio~s would be 

i c.pol':ant . Tt~e rising cos t 0:' hasr-i tal E:lintena!'~ce :r:a~~es it 

i~p~rative t hat as ~ar as pos sibl~ hesr-ita! a~issicn and 1ura t ion o~ 

stay should. be deter-clned or:.ly by the stl"'ict o.iegnastic an d t:~era-

peut i c requirCDcnts of each ind:vidual patient. Techniques ~nd 

pep.5 o!l.'131 for ':nvestigD. 'tion and treat:::ent of disease req.u ir'G the ?:i.axi rr;~.l= 

t.ur-::-:c ..... er of' pat ient s if' ti:ey a::::-e to be economically j us t i f i able . 

Hospital expenditure on bed sp~ce a~d ~ai~tenance alone shoul& be at 

a mi n i:tt.::.e. . 

It is generally agreed that rrom a social aspect i llnese, 

dis ,?-bili -GY and. old age should :wt be allo'ued t9 Cisrupt the family uni t 

where at all possibl e , and that evcrJl effort s hould be nade to mainta i!l 

such categories at home. To a chieve t his the :following requisi t es 

arc 'Sssential:-

e .. Tl1e f"..:llest co-op e ra-\ii on of gene!"::!l medical -pr ·') cti t:i..Ol'1.$!'s. 

b. Readily ~vai ~ablc consult~nt and diagnostic facili t ies at 

a domicili3.:"j" or c -: en. ext"ern hospital level. 

c . Acequate domici liary nureing ~aciliti~s. 

d. A ser1Jice of ho;:e help especially in the case of elderly 

couples or i~ the event of the illness, di sabili ty ~~ 

convale3cence o? cothers of yOQ~g families. 

a.and b. above ~e o~tsi de the s cope of this ~e~oP~~d~ und 

:i~ ilrbar. areas at least l":ould CB: unlik.ely to present great dif.fic-:.lltie s _ 

Doziciliary nursing facilities exist but their distri bution ~p~ ea~s to 

De ll.."'1e V"en il:1d. in ar:y case vioul d not be adequate to cope wi t h a 

/Si t-:.la tion in ~·h ich 
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