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Foreword 
by Minister for Children, Brian Lenihan TO 

As Minister for Children, I am delighted 
to contribute to the Annual Report of 
the National Children's Office (NCO). 
I am responsible for overseeing the 
implementation of the National Children's 
Strategy and am committed to working 
towards improving the lives of children 1n 
Ireland. During 2002, I worked very closely 
with the Director and staff of the NCO and 
am pleased to see that it grew, both in 
capacity and in the scope of the work 
undertaken in implementing the Strategy. 

The Cabinet Committee on Children 
meets four times a year and is made up 
of Government Ministers from all 
Departments with responsibilities under 
the Strategy. This is a very useful structure, 
put in place to ensure that the 
Strategy becomes central to the work of 
Government Ministers and Departments. 
The Cabinet Committee meetings in the 
last year provided me with an opportumty 
to update the Government on progress 1n 
implementing the Strategy, which is driven 
and co-ordinated by the NCO. 

I was honoured to be tnvolved in Dail na 
n6g tn October 2002, which was attended 
by 200 children and young people 
representing their local Comhairle na n6g, 
from all over the country. As Min1ster 
for Children, I was asked many complex 
and difficult questions by the young 
partiCipants, highlighting the1r concerns 
about the env1ronment and drug abuse. 

I look forward to contmued co-operat1on 
with the NCO and wish the D1rector and 
staff my best w1shes in the1r excellent 
work of makmg Ireland a better place 
for children, through Implementing the 
Nat1onal Children's Strategy. 

Introduction 
TO THE ANNUAL REPORT 
by Frances Spillane, NCO Director 

I am very pleased to present this first Annual Report of 
the National Children's Office (NCO). I took up the 
position of Director on the 1 March 2002. 1 have 
found the work exciting and challenging. During 
2002, the NCO grew from a staff of six to seventeen, 
so it was effectively a set-up year. 

The highlights of 2002 included the United Nations 
Special Session on Children in New York and Dail na 
n6g in Dublin. At both these events, children and 
young people debated and discussed issues of 
importance to them and their communities, proving 
that young people are fully capable of playing a part 
in local. national and international decision-making. 
The NCO also worked with other government 
departments in moving forward the Children Act 
2001, which represents a new way of dealing with 
children who are in trouble with the law and who 
have serious behavioural difficulties. 

A collaborative and partnership approach is central to 
the work of driving the implementation of the 
National Children's Strategy and the NCO strives to 
adopt this approach in all its work. During 2002, we 
worked closely with the Minister for Children, Brian 
Lenihan TD and with the National Children's Advisory 
Council (NCAC), which is made up of representatives 
of statutory agencies, the voluntary sector, the 
research community, parents and young people. The 
NCAC has an independent advisory role on the 
implementation of the National Children's Strategy, 
reporting to the Minister for Children. 

We also worked in partnership with our colleagues in 
government departments, many of whom are 
involved in implementing aspects of the National 
Children's Strategy. 

The staff of the NCO is a talented and enthusiaStiC 
team and I look forward to work1ng with them and all 
our stakeholders in the statutory and voluntary sector, 
to improve the lives of children in Ireland. I would like 
to thank all those who worked w1th us during the year. 



ROLE 
The NCO was set up to lead and oversee implementation of the NCS with an innovative policy remit. The six members of 
the cross-departmental team, which drafted the NCS, formed the original core staff of the NCO. The Director was 
appointed at the beginning of 2002 and most of the remaining staff came on board in the course of that year. The role of 
the NCO is to encourage co-ordination of policy and service delivery for children at national and local level. it has particular 
responsibility for supporting the Minister for Children in overseeing the implementation of the NCS and co-ordinating 
Government policy on children. 

The NCO is involved with and monitors the work of Government Departments and agencies dealing with children and has 
staff drawn from those Departments most closely connected with the implementation of the National Children's Strategy. 
They are the Departments of Education and Science; Justice, Equality and Law Reform; Social and Family Affairs and Health 
and Children. lt works with a wide range of Government Departments, state agencies and voluntary organisations 
providing services for children and has a strong focus on solving problems and finding solutions where better co-ordination 
is required. The structure and staffing, within which the NCO operates, is set out on page 16. 
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ifhe National Children's Strategy is a ten year plan and its vision is: 
'An Ireland where chtldren are respected as young Cttlzens wtth a valued contrtbutlon to rr.ake and d .;otce of thetr own. wr.e~ 
all children are chenshed and supported by family and the wtder sooety, oNhere they en1oy a fulfJ:Jmg ch,!dhOOd and realtse 
thetr ootentlal' 

The three National Goals of the Strategy are: 
Goal1 

Goal2 

Goal3 

Children will have a voice in matters which affect them and their views will be given due weight in accordance 
with their age and maturity. 

Children's lives will be better understood; their lives will benefit from evaluation, research and information on 
their needs, rights and the effectiveness of services. 

Children will receive quality supports and services to promote all aspects of their development. 

The National Children's Strategy was published in 2000 and followed extensive consultation with children and organisations 
and individuals providing care and support for children and young people The Strategy is w 1dely respected and supported as 
a blueprint for Improving the lives of all children, espeoally those who expenence disadvantage or have particular needs. 





Advisory Council 
The National Children 's Advisory Council (NCAC) was established in May 2001 with a membership of 30 
representatives of statutory agencies, the voluntary sector, the research community, parents and young 
people. The NCAC has an independent advisory role on the implementation of the National Children's 
Strategy, reporting to the Minister for Children. The Council maintains the partnership approach developed 
through the Strategy to influencing policy on children's issues. To date, the NCAC has submitted its advice 
on play and recreation, child safety and the voice of the child. it meets approximately six times per annum 
in plenary session and the current term of office will expire in May 2004. 

Functions of the NCAC: 
• To advise the Minister on all aspects of children's lives, 

including the development of child wellbeing indicators. 

• To advise the Minister on the better co-ordination and delivery of services to children. 

• To contribute to monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the Strategy. 

• To undertake and advise on research and to advise on training in relation to the Strategy. 

• To advise on the development of mechanisms to consult with children. 

The NCO is represented on, and works closely with, the NCAC. Administrative support to the NCAC is 
provided by NCO staff Current membership of the NCAC is set out on page 1 7. 
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What the Act does and who is involved 
The NCO is responsible for co-ordinating the implementation of the Children Act, 2001. The Act is a totally new way of 
dealing with children who are in trouble with the law and with children who have serious behavioural difficulties. Its focus is 
on prevention and rehabilitation rather than on punishment, with an emphasis away from residential and custodial care, to 
care in the community. it provides supports and structures to meet the needs of offending children and troubled or out-of
control, non-offending children, who are the responsibility of health boards. The Act draws on a wide variety of experiences, 
approaches and international best practice on preventing offending and re-offending by children and on meeting the needs 
of troubled children. A key aim of the Act is to retain the distinction between offending children and non-offending children 
by providing two distinct pathways for addressing the individual care needs of each child: 

• a juvenile justice route which emphasises a diversionary and restorative justice approach; 
• a health board welfare route which emphasises a care and protection approach. 

The Act is a vast piece of legislation with a total of two hundred and seventy one sections. Three departments (Justice, Equality 
and Law Reform; Education and Science, and Health and Children) and their respective agencies are involved in implementing 
the Act. The implementation process requires co-ordination and co-operation in an agreed timetable by the three 
Government Departments and other agencies involved. The NCO is responsible for overseeing and supporting this process. 

Progress made during 2002 
The Director of the NCO chairs an Interdepartmental Working Group established to co-ordinate the implementation process. 
Implementation plans for 2002, 2003 and subsequent years were prepared by the NCO and brought to the Cabinet 
Committee on Children by the Minister for Children in March and September 2002. These plans proposed a phased approach 
to the implementation process up to the year 2006. At the time of the passage of the legislation, the Government made it 
clear to the Houses of the Oireachtas that a phased introduction of the legislation would be essential. 

The NCO proposals were approved by the Cabinet Committee and the first commencement order of the Act came into effect 
on 1 May 2002. 

Steps taken to support the implementation process 
During 2002, the NCO was involved in the following initiatives to support the implementation process: 

Preparation of Inter-Agency Guidelines 
To support the efficient and effective operation of sections of the Act relevant to the Garda Siochtma and health boards, the 
NCO established and chaired a working group charged with preparing procedural guidelines for use by these state agenoes. 
Good progress was made and the gUidelines will be available 1n 2003. 

Development of an Information and Communications Strategy on the Act 
In view of the complex nature of the leg1slation, a communications sub-group was established to dev1se an Information and 
communications strategy to ass1st Implementation of the Act. Th1s strategy will include the development of an information 
pack for practitioners, a guide to the Act and a series of regional tra1n1ng seminars During 2002, a contract was awarded to 
University College Cork to prepare a Guide to the Children Act, 2001 . The gUide will be completed dunng 2003 w1th a v1ew 
to being accessible to a w1de range of users, 1nclud1ng health board off1oals, Garda1, probation and welfare off1cers, pnson 
off1cers, special school teachers, court serviCe off1C1als, academiCs and law students Dunng 2002, the NCO made 
presentations on the Act and the plans for its implementation to the Speoal Res1dent1al Serv1ces Board, the Nat1onal Children's 
Adv1sory Council, Distnct Court Judges, the Probation and Welfare Serv1ce and the Nat1onal Cnme Counol. 
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D8il na nOg 
Dail na nOg is one of the most important ways of giving children and young 
people a voice at national level. Dail na nOg meets once a year under the 
auspices of the Minister of State with Special Responsibility for Children. 

The inaugural session of Dail na nOg took place in September 2001. The second 
session was on Friday 11 October 2002. Both events were held m the Round J 
Room of the Mansion House in Dublin, which is of historical significance, in that 
it was the venue for the first Dail on 21 January 1919. 196 children and young j 
people between the ages of 7 and 18, from all parts of the country and from a 
wide range of backgrounds participated in Dai l na nOg, 2002. The majority of 
the delegates were selected/elected by their peers through Comhairle na nOg 
40 children and young people were invited to Dail na nOg through 
organisations catering for children with special needs, children in care, children 
with disabilities, children from inner city areas, children from the Gaeltacht and 
other groups. 

During the course of the day, four plenary sessions and two workshop sess1ons 
were held to discuss the items on the order of business. The delegates were 
divided into 20 workshops. Each workshop nominated a speaker to report back 
to the plenary session on the motion. The breadth of opinions and the manner 
ioc.Which they were articulated was impressive, ranging from oral presentations 
from tl_e older delegates to the use of arts and crafts by the younger delegates. 
The teChmques and the experience of the facilitators were invaluable in getting 
the views of some of the special needs and younger delegates. 

The motions for Dail na nOg 2002 were chosen by the delegates through a 
postal vote. The delegates were asked to choose two motions out of a total of 
13 topics taken from the Comhairle na nOg discussions. The environment and 
drug and alcohol abuse were selected as the motions. The motions were each 
broken down into 5 statements, on which the delegates voted. The results of 
the delegate vote are shown in the tables below. 



Motion 1 - THE ENVIRONMENT 
People would litter less if there were more litterbins 
and they were emptied more often 127 

Now that plastic bags have a charge, people should pay for all plastic packaging 80 

There should be an incinerator in every county in Ireland 29 

We should build apartment blocks instead of single houses with gardens, 
to save our green spaces 37 

Sellafield and all nuclear reprocessing stations should be closed down 

Motion 2 - DRUG & ALCOHOL ABUSE 
Advertising for alcohol should be banned 

The legal age for drinking should be lowered to 15 as all the kids that age 
are drinking anyway 

If people are caught drinking underage, their parents should be punished 

Adults have no right to give out to us about drugs, 
when a lot of them drink too much 

There should be drug and alcohol rehabilitation centres in every community 

31 

24 

66 

137 

119 

147 

153 

120 

42 

Laura Murphy and Ross Ronayne, who represented Ireland at the United Nations General Assembly Speoal Session 
on Children (UNGASS), gave a presentation on the outcomes of the session. The NCO outlined progress on the 
development of a National Play Policy and comments and suggestions for the policy were invited. 

Some new ideas were tried out at Dail na n6g, 2002. Half an hour was allocated for 'Minister's Question Time', 
when the delegates were given the opportunity to put questions to Minister for Children, Mr. Brian Lenihan T.D. 
All delegates were given the opportunity to send a quest1on to the Minister and a random sample of eight 
questions was selected for answer on the day. The questions 1ncluded the issues of the proposed Office of 
Ombudsman for Children, children's news, education and children's concerns about safety. 

Another innovation was the provision of a 'Big Brother' couch m a s1de room, where one or more children/young 
people could go to put their own comments and views on the record . 

A report and video of Dail na n6g 2002 were prepared and considered by the Cabinet Committee on Children 
at its meeting on 12 December 2002. The report has been widely circulated to the delegates, Government 
Departments, County and City Development Boards and non-governmental orgamsations. Feedback rece1ved from 
these bodies will be communicated to the delegates who attended. The report is also published on the Dail na 
n6g website. (www.dailnanog.ie) 

An evaluation of Dail na n6g 2002 was carried out and the recommendations of this report will be implemented 
where possible. 
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Representatives from the NCO attended the Special Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly on Children 1n New York, the most important international conference on children 
in the last ten years. lt was the first time that the General Assembly devoted a Session 
exclusively to consider the position of children 1n the world and the first time that children 
and young people attended as official delegates. The Special Session, which was attended 
by more that 7,000 people, was convened to review progress since the World Summit for 
Children in 1990 and to renew and seek further commitments from the world's nations to 
improve the situation of children and young people. Details of these commitments are set 
out in the Outcome Document to the Special Session 'A World Fit For Children'. The NCO 
prepared 'Ireland's National Report on the Follow-up to the World Summit for Children 
1990 - 1999'. The report, published in late 2001, outlines policies, investment and new 
initiatives for children during the nineties both at home and abroad. This report can also be 
seen on the NCO website. 

Approximately 70 Heads of State and/or Government, prime ministers or their deputies and 
many high-ranking government delegations attended the Special Session. Youth 
representatives of four governments addressed the General Assembly on behalf of their 
respective countries (the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Togo). Prominent personalities 
who attended included UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson, Nelson 
Mandela, and Bill Gates, Junior. 

Ireland's Official Government Delegation was lead by H.E. Mr. Richard Ryan, Permanent 
Representative of Ireland to the United Nations and included the Director of the NCO and 
representatives of the Department of Foreign Affairs and the Ireland Aid Advisory Committee. 
The delegation also 1ncluded two young delegates, Laura Murphy from Galway and Ross 
Ronayne from Dublin. They were supported in their participation at a World Children's 
Forum, held immediately before the Special Session, by Ms. Norma Mackey, ISPCC. 
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1 I I 2002 saw the btrth of a new local level inttlattve, whtch mirrors 1ts national equivalent, Dail na nOg. Funding 
of €2,500 was provided to each City and County Development Board (COB) to assist in organtsing local Comhatrle AitJUil na nOg. Twenty 
seven of the thirty four COBs in the country held a Comhairle in 2002. The purpose of Comhairle na nOg is to gtve chtldren a voice · thetr 
local communtty in line w1th the first goal of the National Children's Strategy. The Comhairle na nOg also selects local delegates to 
represent their areas at Dail na nOg. 

I 1 Two sessions of Dail na nOg have taken place to date, the ftrst on 5 September 2001 and the second on 11 October 2002 
at the Mansion House, Dublin. The reports of the sesstons were submttted to the Cabmet Commtttee on Chtldren (A full report Dail na 
nOg 2002 is on page 9 and further details are available on the Dail na nOg webstte www.dailnanog.ie.) 

L.;.t.LLLL:Ill.::J' w I I The ISPCC has been Involved wtth the NCO m organtstng and faolitattng youth consultations. 
In 2002, the NCO provided a grant of €127,000 to the ISPCC towards the establtshment of a Children's Consultation Unit. During t year, 
the Unit was mvolved in supportmg the runntng and faolitat1on of Comha1rle na nOg and ass•st1ng in the preparation and facilita ion of 
Dail na nOg. The ISPCC Chtldren's Consultation Untt wtll be fully operational in 2003, when 1t will become the mam contact agency for 
the County and Ctty Development Boards for Comhatrle na nOg. 

L.I...L:.u.&.:..L.:lo.:'~ RTt, tn partnershtp wtth the NCO, agreed to set up a new weekday teleVISIOn news programme for children in early 
2003. news2day w1ll be the first news bulletin for children 1n Ireland 1t is aimed at children between the ages of seven and twelve and 1t 
w1ll contam lnsh and international news of mterest to a young aud1ence The news w1ll be presented m an access1ble and child- iendly 
manner and wtll g1ve a vo1ce to young people wtth substanttal d1rect mput from chtldren themselves The chtldren's news will be at Spm 
every weekday on The Den, Network 2's popular afternoon chtldren's show 

• 1 The Nat1onal Children's Strategy includes a commitment to rev1ew the operation of the Guardtan Ad Litem ServiCe. 
Tenders to undertake the reVIew were 1nv1ted from Interested part•es towards the end of 2002 The rev1ew mvolves wtdespread consultation 
wtth a range of mterested parttes from the voluntary and statutory sectors, mcludtng seMce provtders tmdtvtduals/organtsattons , health 
board personnel, the Social SeMces Inspectorate, the JUdiCiary, the Bar Counol and the law Society. The rev1ew, which will also indud€ 
recommendations on the future operation of the service, will begtn m early 2003 and IS due to conclud€ by mtd-summer 2003 
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atio al Lo gitudinal Study approved In March the Government deoded to establish a National Longitudinal Study of Children 
The study will examine the progress and wellbeing of children at critical periods from birth to age 18. A cohort of some 18,000 children 
Will be studied, 10,000 from birth and 8,000 from 9 years of age. The study will be funded and managed jointly by t he NCO and the 
Department of Social and Family Affairs. 

tion I Child n' Strategy R search ards Following the programme of research awards introduced in 200 1, appl ications 
were invited from persons mterested m pursu1ng masters, doctoral and post-doctoral research awards in areas which are directly related 
to .mplementmg the National Children 's Strategy. The a1m of the research awards scheme 1s to improve capaoty in the research community 
on ch1 dren's issues. One masters, two doctoral and one post-doctoral scholarships were awarded and they will be completed in 2004 and 
2005 The masters and doctoral scholarships, awarded in 2001, will be completed in 2003 and 2004 respectively and w ill improve our 
knowledge of children's lives in the following key areas 

• youth suicide (Doctoral); 

• playttme in schools (Masters); 

• experiences of separated children who seek asylum (Masters); 

• proJeCtion of self among adolescents (Doctoral); 

• scope of art1cle 12 of the UN Convent1on on the R ghts of the Ch Id (Doctoral); 

• ch.ldren's experiences of GP consultations. A child-centred perspect.ve (Post-aoctoral). 



Monitoring implementation of the National Youth Homelessness Strategy ir November 2002, the NCO convened the 
first meeting of the Youth Homelessness Strategy Mon1tor<ng Comm1ttee. The Comm1ttee IS rrade up of representatives from the 
Departments of Health and Children, Educat1or and Soence and Environment and Local GovernMent, the Eastern Regional Health 
Authonty and each Health Board outsiae the ERHA, the Homeless Agency and tt>e Voluntary Sector 

The goal of tf1e Youth Homelessness Strategy, wh1ch was pubf•shed :p October 200", IS 'to reduce and 1f poss;t>le el:minate youth 
homeressness throL;g'! preventative strategies and wr-ere a child becomes horreless to el'sure that t-e/she benefits from a comprehensive 
range of services aimed a! reintegrat "1g h1rr/her into hrslher comMunity as qLI:ck y ds possible' Hec•tJ.. Boards 'lavt> leaa responsibility 
for 1mplementmg the Strategy and have prepared act1or> plans, wh1ch have been approved by M.:1rster for Children, Bnan Lenihan TD 
and will be phased 1n from 2002-2004. 

Developing a National Play Policy Dur·'1g 2002. work comrrenced on devrloping a Nat anal Play Pol cy Policy proposals w1ll be 
brought to ttoe Governrre"t 1n ea•.y 2003 lr develoorng th1s policy, the NCO. 

• conducted a survey of City and County Development Boards/Local Autt-or1ties to establish a benchmark age:: '1st ~·eh progress 
t."'!der the new policy could be gauged. The results of the wvey will be pt.blshed "'the policy. 

• held a const;'tat o:" forum 'l Noverrber, br:ng 1g together representatives froM l<ey grou~s. w1th a role m developing play for 
0' drer 57 representatives from a range of agenc1es :1clud1ng local authont1es, staff of city/county development boards, 
members of sports agenc1es, chr dcare bodres, teaching and heath professionals, voluntary organisations and play spec1alists 
attended the foruM The l"formation and oprmons gathered at the forum will inform the policy. 

~he Play Po:·cy w1:! be followed oy a RecreatiOn Pot cy in late 2004. 



In line with requirements of the Public Service Management Act, 1997, a new NCO Strategy Statement for 2003 to 
2005 was developed during the second half of 2002. The NCO Mission during this period will be: 'To improve the 
quality of life of children in Ireland by leading and supporting the implementation of the National Children's Strategy'· 
Four high level objectives, to be achieved over the three-year period, are identified in the Strategy Statement 

Objective 1 
To continue to develop initiatives to achieve the first goal of the National Children's Strategy, Children Will Have 
A Voice In Matters Which Affect Them. 

Objective 2 
To undertake research on children's issues and to promote the collection of reliable information to inform decision
making and improve evaluation in order to achieve the second goal of the Strategy, Children's Lives Will Be 
Better Understood. 

Objective 3 
To improve co-ordination of supports and services to children and to oversee the implementation of the National 
Children's Strategy and in particular the third goal of the Strategy, Children will receive quality supports and services 
to promote all aspects of their development. 

Obj ecti~e 4 
To develop an overv1ew of public pol icy in relation to children in order to identify gaps and recommend appropriate 
action to address them. 

The first three objectives mirror the goals of the NCS. The fourth goal gives the NCO it's 'futures' role, which 
recognises that capacity for change and re-direction is an important part of the NCS, reflecting its ten year timescale. 



NCO Staff 
Director: 
Dfputy Directo . 
Pnncipo' Off1cer. 
Pr ncipa Officef: 
Assistart Pr nc1pal Officer· 
Assistart Pr nc1pal OffiCer. 
Assistant Pnnopal Off1cer. 
Assistant Pnnopal Off1cer· 
Assistant Pnnopal Off1cer· 
Adm mstrat1ve OffiCer 
Adm·mstrative Off1cer 
Adm mstrat1ve Off1cer 
Executive ~1cer 
Cler cal Off1cer· 
Clencal Off1cer. 
Cfencal OffiCer: 

Frances Sp1llane 
£1mear F1sher 
Mary Golden 
Mane Kennrdy 
MIChael Kelly 
Ahson Keogh 
S1obha Law'or 
Id Mulcahy 
TomMy Wilson 
Aileen C. urtm 
Eo, Deegan 
Robert Df eg " 
Stephen Sh r n 
Ke1th Browne 
Anne Oevlm 
"~'"eresa Mc.Govern 
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Inside the NCO 
The structure Wlthm which the National Children's Office operates. 

The Engine for Change 

minister for children ..... national children's 
advisory council 

national +-+ national research 
children's office dissemination unit 

all departments 
t / (OSFA, family affairs unit) 

"- local tier 

Establishing the CO 
Setting-up an off1ce involves plann1ng During 2002, a considerable amount of NCO 
time and effort was spent on organ1sing the staffing, budget and future work plans of 
the NCO as well as carry1ng out the existing work of the office. During 2002, almost all 
of the work involved in finding suitable office accommodation, purchasing equipment 
and entenng 1nto contracts was completed T'le NCO will be able to concentrate on 1ts 
core work 1n 2003 . 

e Staff 
During 2002, the f1rst D1rector of the NCO, Ms Frances Splllane, was appo1nted. 
Ms timear Fisher was subsequently appomted as Deputy D1rector Further 
appointments at Pnnopal Officer, Assistant Principal Officer and Adm1mstrat1ve Officer 
levels were also made throughout the year In late 2002, t~e C1vil Service CommiSSion 
advertised publicly for a Head of Communications, a Head of Research and a Research 
Officer Ms. Anne O'Donnell was appo1nted Head of Communications, Dr S1nead 
Hana(ln was appomted Head of Research and Ms. Anne-Mane Brooks was appomted 
Research Off1cer. Ail three will take up duty in early 2003 

Offie 
lro late 2002, new offiCeS were secured by the Office of Public Works for the NCO The 
new offices Wl'. be at St Martin's House, Waterloo Road, Dubhn 4 The NCO plans to 
move to •ts Waterloo Road Offices m 2003 





Financial information 
The National Children's Office is funded through the Department of 
Health & Children Total expenditure 1n 2002 amounted to €2.26m. Of 
th1s the pay element of the overall budget amounted to €0.31 0 million 
and the main non-pay expenditure was Incurred on: 

• Communications Including funding for Comhairle Aitiuil na n6g, 
Dail na n6g, the National Children's Advisory Council, ISPCC 
Children's Consultation Unit. TCD's Research Centre, reprinting & 
distribution of the National Children's Strategy and seed funding 
to RTE for the establishment of a Children's News programme. 

Research including Fellowships. 

• Administration, which mcludes clean1ng, electricity, telephones, 
equipment, furniture and office supplies, and transfer of funds 
to OPW suspense account for refurbishment of permanent 
accommodation. (NCO has been 1n various temporary locat1ons 
since its establishment.) 

• Costs incurred under Goal 3 of the Nat1onal Children's Strategy, 
including Children Act Working Group, Youth Homelessness 
Strategy Monitoring Committee and Children 's Play Policy, 
Conferences, and International Commitments (EU, UN, etc.) 

The National Children's Office complies with all aspects of Government 
procurement procedures. A purchas1ng tracking system IS in place to 
ass1st 1n meet1ng our obligations under the Prompt Payments Act . 
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