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Response to: Challenges &Opportunities â�� Graduate Entry Medicine
(GEM)

Abstract:

Sir

In their recent piece in the Journal, Charlton and Sihota
1
 offer an interesting and thought-provoking review of the

issues involved in the implementation of Graduate Entry Medicine (GEM) programmes. However, when describing
â��Research in Graduate Entry Medicineâ�� the authors missed an opportunity to describe the range of literature on
this topic, and the inconsistent results that have characterised studies in this field. In this section of their
review, they cited only a focus-group paper from Iran

2
 and a retrospective cohort study from Birmingham

3
. Neither paper

gives us much in the way of relevant data. The Iranian paper reports the opinions of Iranian focus groups, which is
undoubtedly important in the context of Iranian medical education, but is of questionable significance to the Irish
situation.

Although the paper from Birmingham does indeed suggest a modest difference in grades between GEM and traditional entry
students, favouring the graduate cohort, there are significant limitations. For example, the study participants all
required first class honours degree in a life science, whereas in Ireland a 2:1 degree in any subject will suffice.
Also, participants were not selected by GAMSAT scores in the cited study, yet this is the sole criterion for entry
into GEM programmes in Ireland. Unfortunately this research gives us little relevant information in the context of
Irish medical education and reinforces the need for high quality, relevant data to be collected locally.
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