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Governance of the Journal
A recent meeting of the Editorial Board looked at the Journal’s

governance structure, its liabilities and the Journal’s impact factor. A

policy has been drawn up on the composition of the Editorial Board

and how colleagues will be elected/co-opted to those positions. There

will be an Editor, Deputy Editor, two to three General Dental

Practitioner representatives, two to three Specialty/Limited Practice

representatives, two Academic representatives, one Public Dental

Officer representative, two Dental School representatives, one Nursing

representative, two IDA representatives (CEO and Deputy CEO) and

two Publisher representatives (Think Media) as well as our

administrative support (one person). The method for how

representatives will be elected has been agreed and representative

sections of the IDA and other organisations will be asked to forward

names. There will be an attempt to have geographic areas, gender,

age and race considered. There will be a time limit to how long a

person will be able to sit on the Editorial Board.

University Research Quality Reviews are important and highlight the

importance of impact factor/citation without really understanding the

importance of a clinical journal. The aim of the Journal of the Irish

Dental Association is education and information, and unless that

educational material reaches the appropriate readers, no amount of

citation is important. How many non-academics read Nature? It is for

this reason that the JIDA’s Editorial Board is pleased to be able to

circulate the Journal to every dentist in Ireland, whether in practice,

hospital or the HSE units. The Journal’s impact factor is an important

area to discuss. We are now cited in the Index Medicus so any paper

published will now have a scientific value as well as an educational

value. The impact factor (Thompson Reuter’s Journal Citation Reports)

is a retrospective measure reflecting the average number of citations

of papers (articles, reviews, proceedings or notes, not editorials or

letters to the Editor) published in science journals. The impact factor

for 2008, which will be published in 2009, is the number of times

articles published in 2006 and 2007 were cited in 2008 divided by the

number of citable items published in 2006 and 2007. As an Editorial

Board we need to review with Thompson Scientific what we consider

citable items and this process will now begin. When writing or

reviewing papers for JIDA please ensure that you cite relevant previous

papers from this Journal.

Our voices need to be heard
The President’s news (p.214) and our Journal interview with Donal

Blackwell pp.228-230) highlight why we all need to work together to

have ‘our voices heard’ for the benefit of oral health.  Dental tourism is

about patients putting cost as the most important aspect of dental

treatment and ignores the importance of quality of care (p.215 and

p.226).  We have to work with our patients and educate them as to the

best treatment plan and then where they seek that treatment is their

decision. I have seen the vastly over treated patient, the complications

as well as the occasional excellent treatments. The present down-turn

in the economy will encourage patients to avail of possible short-term

cheaper treatment elsewhere. Our remit is to educate not dictate. This

Journal highlights Clinical Audit in Dental Radiology (p.217) and is

supported by our Practice Management section by Andrew Bolas

(pp.248 – 249) and both commend the Dental Practice Radiography

File available to members of the IDA on its website. IDA News (p.217-

218) highlights the many important courses available to us throughout

Ireland on dental radiology, infection control, dental traumatology,

dentistry today and ‘Close Encounters of the wrong kind’.

Peer reviewed papers
Our peer reviewed section (peer reviewed papers) gives an important

view on the management of the unerupted maxillary canine (p.232-

236) in a captive population of Kerry and Cork and stresses the

importance of good collaboration between the surgeon and

orthodontist, as well as the many resource problems our services face.

Our second paper highlights the possibility of reconstruction of the

severely atrophic mandible with iliac crest grafts and endosteal

implants (p.237-241) and shows us what is possible. It is now

recognised, although not funded, that the implant supported lower

overdenture is the minimum we should be striving for in our

edentulous patients and this technique may help us achieve that in

those very difficult patients. The paper, ‘Antibiotics in odontogenic

infection’ (p.242-245) is an attempt to clarify what is required and to

regularise the treatment of infections and the use of antibiotics. It

explains how antibiotics work. If all you have time to read is p.244,

you and your patients will hopefully benefit considerably. Our

abstracts pages (p.246-247) give us a broad stroke across what is

being written in other journals and addresses some important clinical

issues for our practices.
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Stating our values
There are important developments in the governance of the Journal, and peer reviewed papers 
are reconfirmed as the core of the Journal.

Prof. Leo F. A. Stassen

Honorary Editor
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