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Disturbing decline in uptake of meningitis vaccines 
continues  

The Quarter 3 2010  immunisation uptake data for Ireland, for those at 24 months of age, indicate (as 
reported on the childhood immunisation systems) a decline in uptake of three doses of meningococcal 
serogroup C (MenC) vaccine and of the booster dose of Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) vaccine 
(table 1).  The data also indicate a relatively low uptake of three doses of pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 
(PCV) when compared with other vaccines (table 1).   The Quarter 3 2010 report is available here.

 Since September 1st 2008 the new primary childhood immunisation schedule has been implemented for 
children born on or after July 1st 2008 (table 2).  Under the new immunisation schedule children now receive 
hepatitis B vaccine (as part of a 6 in 1 which contains diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, polio, Hib and hepatitis 
B vaccines) and PCV. In addition, there is a change in timing of the Hib booster and MenC vaccines. These 
changes to the schedule mean that three injections (6 in 1, PCV and MenC vaccines) are now 
recommended at six months of age and two GP visits are required after 12 months. The first dose of MMR 
and the third dose of PCV should be given at 12 months of age and at 13 months of age the third dose of 
MenC vaccine and a Hibbooster vaccine should be given (table 2).  

 Children who were 24 months of age in Quarter 3 2010 were born between July 1st and September 30th 
2008 and were the first children recommended the new immunisation schedule. 

 MenC, pneumococcal and Hib infections are all serious, potentially life threatening illnesses. The majority of 
illnesses caused by these infections can be prevented by vaccination but for maximum protection requires 
that all children receive their recommended doses of vaccines, at the recommended ages.  The National 
Immunisation Advisory Committee has recommended certain vaccines be given at 
specific ages to make sure babies are protected from serious diseases at the age 
when they are most vulnerable.  

 

●     Parents should ensure that their children are fully vaccinated according to the childhood schedule.  
●     Delaying vaccinations leaves children unprotected against serious but preventable illnesses.   
●     Detailed FAQs for parents in relation to vaccine scheduling are available here.
●     GPs and practice nurses should remind parents that five visits are required to complete the 

childhood immunisation schedule and the importance of completing the vaccines at 12 and 13 
months.

●     Defaulters should be followed up and encouraged to complete all the appropriate vaccines.  Details 
are  available here.

●     Detailed FAQs for healthcare professionals in relation to vaccine scheduling, including a checklist 
of tips for GP practices on how to improve uptake rates in their practice, are available here.  

●     GP practices should ensure that details of all childhood vaccinations administered are returned to 
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the relevant HSE Area immunisation office so that childhood vaccination records are accurate and 
up to date.

Table 1. National quarterly immunisation uptake rates at 24 month, Quarter1 2009-Quarter 
3 2010

Please see caveats to these data, listed in Table 2 of the document “Summary immunisation uptake statistics” here.

The immunisation uptake rates presented are children 24 months of age during the quarter in question who have 
received three doses of vaccines against diphtheria (D3), pertussis (P3), tetanus (T3), Haemophilus influenzae 
type b (Hib3), polio (Polio3), hepatitis B (HepB3), meningococcal group C (MenC3) and pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccine (PCV3), one booster dose of vaccine against Haemophilus influenzae type b given after 12 months of 
age (Hibb) and one dose of vaccine against measles, mumps and rubella (MMR1). 

Table 2.  Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule introduced on September 1st 2008 for 
children born on or after July 1st 2008

BCG                                          Bacille Calmette Guerin vaccine             

6 in 1 (DTaP/HepB/Hib/IPV)     Diphtheria, Tetanus, acellular Pertussis, Hepatitis B,                                                  
Haemophilus influenzae type b  and Inactivated Polio vaccines 

MMR                                        Measles, Mumps and Rubella vaccine

MenC                                       Meningococcal group C vaccine

PCV                                         Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine

Please see www.immunisation.ie for complete information on the Irish childhood immunisation schedule and the immunisation 
guidelines for Ireland

Sarah Gee and Suzanne Cotter (HSE- HPSC) and Brenda Corcoran (HSE- NIO)
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