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Minute of the meeting of the 

 
Board of the Health Service Executive 

on 
Thursday 23rd June 2011 

 
 
Members present: F. Dolphin (Chairman), C. Magee (CEO), P. Barron, B. White, P. 

Crowley, L. McGuinness, B. Gilroy, M. Scanlan. 
 
Apologies:  M. Connors, T. Holohan, B. Nic Aongusa. 
 
In Attendance: D. Purcell (Secretary), S. McGrath, L. Woods and J. Carolan 
 
Joined the meeting: P. Harrison, National Childcare Specialist 
 
Time & Location: HSE Offices, Room 1.08 Dr. Steevens’ Hospital, Dublin 8 at 8.30a.m.
  
 
 
Item Discussion / Comments Action 
   
1 Minutes of Board Meeting on 9th June 2011  
 The minutes of the meeting held on 9th June 2011 were approved.  

 
 

2 Matters arising and Review of Action Points  
 The matters arising and action points from the previous meeting were 

reviewed and noted. 
 
The Special Delivery Unit Board Committee was requested to consider the 
roles and reporting responsibilities for people working within the SDU. 
 
B. Gilroy reported back on the termination conditions in the proposed 
contract for the supply of the Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) 
discussed at the last meeting.  The contract will be awarded to the preferred 
bidder and the Health Technology Assessment of the serotypes will be 
conducted. B Gilroy to update the Board on the HTA in October 2011.  
 
B. Gilroy reported that the formal sanction for the Capital Plan had not yet 
been received. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
D Purcell 
 
 
 
 
B Gilroy 
 
 

3 NCHD Recruitment and related contingency plans  
 S. McGrath spoke to the briefing paper on this item which had been 

circulated prior to the meeting updating the Board in particular on the NCHD 
India/Pakistan recruitment programme and the ongoing recruitment process 
within Ireland. L. McGuinness briefed the Board on the contingency plans 
being developed to address hospital by hospital the implications and risks 
arising from reductions in NCHD numbers. 
 
P Crowley and S McGrath are continuing to engage with the Forum of 
Postgraduate Bodies and the Medical Council to agree an assessment 
process for the temporary registration of the NCHDs identified through the 
India/Pakistan NCHD recruitment programme. 
 
The Board noted that the NCHD staffing situation for the 11th July is 
extremely challenging and that the management contingency measures 
outlined will need to be activated if sufficient NCHDs are not available at that 
date. 
 

 

4 Update report on HIQA recommendations relating to smaller hospitals 
in the Mallow and Ennis Hospitals reports 

 

 L. McGuinness spoke to the report circulated to the Board on the  
 

 1



implementation, in Ennis and Mallow hospitals and other similar sized 
hospitals, of the recommendations in the HIQA Hospitals reports on those 
hospitals.   
 
The Board agreed that the existing service arrangements in place in 
Roscommon were not safe and that alternative arrangements developed 
with the Clinical Directors in consultation with the GPs, would need to be put 
in place from July. It was agreed that the Minister would be briefed on this as 
a matter of urgency.  
 
The Board also endorsed the proposal developed with clinicians and Clinical 
Directors in the Midlands that from July all significant trauma will by-pass 
both the Portlaoise and Mullingar Hospitals sites and be diverted to 
Tullamore under an agreed protocol with the National Ambulance Service.  
 
The Board requested management to report at the next meeting on the level 
of compliance with the recommendations in the HIQA reports in the other 
identified smaller hospitals and the actions that would be required to achieve 
compliance. Management will inform HIQA that a response to the letter 
dated 14th June, 2011 from the CEO HIQA would issue following the July 
Board meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
L Mc Guinness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P Crowley 

5 Patient Transport Policy  
 B. Gilroy spoke to the draft policy circulated prior to the meeting on the use 

and provision of non-ambulance patient transport services. He confirmed 
that the policy was designed to ensure the delivery of national uniform non-
ambulance patient transport services across the country.  
 
The Board endorsed the policy and noted a communications protocol on the 
implementation of the policy will be developed with the Communications 
Directorate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L. McGuinness/ 
B. Gilroy/P 
Connors 

6 HSE Code of Governance  
 Board members provided feedback on the draft HSE Code of Governance 

as circulated prior to the meeting. This will be incorporated into a further draft 
of the Code which will be submitted to the Department of Health and 
Children for observations and feedback. 
 
The updated Code will be considered again at the July 2011 Board meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
J Carolan 

7 
7.1 Adoption of Patient Private Property Accounts 2010 in accordance 
with S.18 of the Health (Repayment Scheme) Act 2006 

7.2 Preparation of the final Accounts for St. Luke’s Hospital in 
accordance with S.12 of the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2010 

 

 P Barron reported that, at its meeting on 22nd June, 2011 the Audit 
committee had reviewed these accounts with Management, the HSE PPP 
Account Auditors (Crowleys DK Auditors) and the Comptroller and Auditor 
General’s Office.  
 
7.1 Adoption of Patient Private Property Accounts 2010 in accordance 
with S.18 of the Health (Repayment Scheme) Act 2006 
 
P Barron reported that the auditors had confirmed that no substantive issues 
emerged during the course of the audit of the Patient Private Property 
Accounts 2010 and that a management action plan is being finalised with the 
Auditors to address the key findings in the Audit.  
 
The Audit Committee recommended that the PPP accounts be adopted by 
the Board for submission to the Comptroller and Auditor General for audit 
and that, subject to no material changes being required to the accounts as a 
result of the Audit, the Chairman and CEO be nominated to sign the final 
accounts when the audit has been completed by C&AG.  
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Approval of the recommendation from the Committee was proposed by P. 
Barron, seconded by L. McGuinness and agreed (HSE Board Decision 
No.23.06(15)2011) 
 
 
7.2 Preparation of the final Accounts for St. Luke’s Hospital in 
accordance with S.12 of the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2010 
 
P Barron reported that the final Accounts for St. Luke’s Hospital Board had 
been prepared by management pursuant to S.12 of the Health 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2010 and submitted to the Comptroller and 
Auditor General for audit.  
 
The Audit has been completed and C&AG office confirmed that there would 
be no qualification on the audit certificate.  The issues identified during the 
audit are not substantive and will be notified to management as part of the 
normal correspondence (management letter) issued by the C&AG. 
  
The Audit Committee recommended that the Board approve that a copy of 
the audited accounts and a copy of the Comptroller and Auditor General’s 
report thereon be presented to the Minister to be laid before each House of 
the Oireachtas.  
 
Approval of the recommendation from the Committee was proposed by P. 
Barron, seconded by P. Crowley and agreed (HSE Board Decision 
No.23.06(16)2011)  
 

8 Land Transfer to Irish Blood Transfusion Services at Cork University 
Hospital 

 

 The Board requested B Gilroy to provide a chronology of the management 
decisions leading to the determination of CUH as the site for the proposed 
new regional IBTS Centre.   
 
This item will be considered at the July Board meeting. 
 

 
B Gilroy 

9 Reports for Noting  

 9.1 Time to move on from Congregated Settings – A Strategy for 
Community Inclusion  
The Board noted that this report has recently been completed and would 
now be published. 
 
9.2 New Directions – Report on the review of HSE funded Adult Day 
Services for people with Disabilities.  
The Board requested management to revert with an update on the action 
plan for the implementation of the recommendations in this report for 
consideration at the July Board meeting. 
 
9.3 Independent review of Child Deaths – First Annual report  
P. Harrison joined the meeting for consideration of this item and presented 
the Annual Report 2010 from the National Review Panel.  The Board noted 
this report would now be published. 

L Mc Guinness. 

10 Any Other Business  

 No matters were discussed.  

           
The meeting concluded at 11:35 
 
Signed:       Date: 
 
____________________________   ____________________ 
Dr. Frank Dolphin 
Chairman 


